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CHAPTER CXXIII. 


THE BATTLE OF VERDUN (I). 

Motivks or THE (Jeuman Ofit.nsive at Verdun—^' riu'. \Vinti-:r Pretarattons--I’os’tjon of 

THE <'itOWN 1 ’RIN(’E UescRJI’TION OF THE KkENCH 8 aMKNT ThE I’lUH.lMJNARY BoMRARitMENT 
The Jn’kantry Attack on Kehjruarv 21 —Anatasis of the (Jekman (jIainn —How the I'^renoh 
('ui';cki:d the Ajjvance—Besut.t or tjie Operations. Kerruaky 21 to Fedruakv 21 —Tiik 
KrENCH Motor 'rRANSPORT and what it Ai'llIKVKD- Tiuo BoMliARDMKNT OF THE TOWN OF X'ERDI'N 
—'i’liE Oerman Strencjth and Order or Battle—Okneral Tj^tain takes over the Verdun 


(/O.MMAND- Jlis ('AUEEH AND rERSONAlJTV— 

Ori'H’jAi. JOh’orts and I'htjtjoes Claims - 
lUtENCH CONFIDENI'E. 

A X unthusia^tic OiTniau survey of tho 
war, at tlio begiuninp; ttf 191 (i, would 
shown that (JiTiruiu anus laid 
laarly twaTywiiere dealt tin* tiaauy 
*• heavy hlowL.” Uirnh‘nhurjx and Maekt ii^t n 
had marched Irom proxiixee to |»rovin<*<‘, from 
vietury to \iefory, o\4'rw helming (lie hadly 
^'•iiuipped hut stubhoru HuHsians. In tla^ 
West lh<i “sl(‘el lairrier ” had lu lil llnu against 
ifio shrewd thrusts made at it iu Artois and 
i!i*('liainimuue. The Italians were held alou|» 
Austria's* luouHtain frontier. The helat<‘d 
ellorts ()f the Allies to <‘oine to the assistaiiee 
ol Serbia, liad })rov*Ml unaxailiu^';. and anotlsT 
small peo])h‘ lay <-rushed. 

But, vieweti (iirounh less partial sp<‘etaeli*s, 
tJiere were <Iis<juietinf: elements. ,Ius( as iho 
lihle iiation.s of (lie war )iad refitsed to how to 
(iermaiiy and liud eolxtiimeil tlie strunj^k *, so 
Iiiiti<jns liml cvit .li-ni.-.l ci.niiili.li> 
(d tlic CciiUnl IN.w.rs. As tl)cy 
hu(i fiiilfsl ut IIh* f’liti's of Paris, ata! alon^ (lio 
Calais raatl, had tliry faih'd in Uussia, and in 
snntJi-i'a* (oni Enropn to jnisli succoss lo its iinal 
oon<'lusi,in. 

t'^noct'ss hut no dot'isiori Hnnia in. Corman 
» » , * 
ai'hn'vi'inniit.s in Iho lirsl (•iuhtcoii inonlhs of 

war. And on tho liorizon Iho storm still 

Kiithorod. Tho smoko of war factories grow 

Vol. Vlll.-rl’ort i)2. 


-Thk Ati’ack on Doitaitmont ■ (Ikuman 

houn XouTiirrjFFE’s Disj'atih to 77a> 3'oar.v— 


thicker and thickor oyor tho lauds of flerinmiy's 
('iicmii.'s. d’he khaki jndch over tho lields of 
Northern I'i'anct.*. was spreading stcadilv. 'I’lio 
oijiiipnicnt ot tho H.n.ssian armies \va.s jiro* 
ceeding. In e\cry eonntry of tho allianee tlm 
soirit of the first fow months of war remained 
1 ishakahle. 

P'aihiro had atlcn<l.il all efforts to .son dis¬ 
cord hetwoen thorn. Co-ordination Has taking 
tho pliico of isolated thought and iwtioii. 
Ccriuan foreign tni.lo lay diaid, and the great 
linnsa jiorls were idle. Thronglionl. tho world 
the exeliaiige value of the mark was falling. If 
internal trouhles were rare and nnimportant., 
tho lin.ler for a eonllagration lay jilent ifnily to 
liand in the inereaving cost of food, tho e.vtension 
of till! rationing .s\st<-ni. and in the lenglliemug 
easnally lists. 

Doeision Has h('eoining more ami more ur¬ 
gently necessary. Jamiti.d sneeess could no 
longi-r snOiee, and victory to ho eoinplelu liad 
t o l.e M on over I Ji<- chief land opponent and upon 
tho decisive AVesteni front. 

The, first preparations for n lag (leriiiau 
offi'iisivo in tho West ap[iear to liavi' hoen 
hi'gim innnodialely after the elas-k of thi' great 
French attack in (.’hampagiio in Septemlier 
and October, Itll.'i. Tin. choice <if \erdnn na 
an ohjeetive was dictated in the main hy 
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CENKKAL HENRI EHILUTE PETAIN, 

Who took over the command at Verdun after the hrsi German aKKuuli. 


military consijh'raliiuis. it \vas truo. 

<‘oiistitMt<*<l a position of stro.n^rtii. But 

(irrinan stralo^y had a forooiiil loirjc u liirJi 
fIroM* it to st'fk out tho ria*my's slion^rth und 
to siriUo at it wtlli (he luaxitmim of vigour, 
d'ho maxiimim of ef)'()rt Jiad t(.> jirorhice the 
thMximinii of ri'sult. 'I’iic (jermaiis woro within 
ten mill's of their of»jeeti\'e. The positi<m to fx* 
attiU'kett hirined a salient, the defenders of 
which had to light with th<*ir hacks to the 
Meuse and with thc*ir main lira* v»f railway <'onv 
munieafion ent liy (lie (hTinnn lieavy artilK'ry, 
In addition to tiie iua\iinuni of inilitary 
result, the German General Staff also sought tlio 
maxinmin of moral (*1Teet }>oth in (Jermaiiy and 
throughout the rest of the world, 'j'ho old 
glamour of the word “fortress’* hung ahout 
the Meuse town. It was tlu* key 1^> 1‘a.ris. It 
was known tliroiigtiout Kuropei as the Kaslern 
(jltde of Kranee, and hy other names whieli 
under the rawv eondilions of war liad lost their 
appro[)riateness. TJio (Jennans might liavo 
selected Boissons or Arras for attack, but there 
victory would have failed to er(*a(e the same 


(‘rteet us would have hern eaiised hy Ili<' fall 
of “the J^'csfunif \%‘rdun “ upon tlie spirits 
of the (hainan and Kreneh peopl(‘s, and upi»n 
the gi'iieral atinosjiliere of tlio AlliiMl ('taiferene<\s 
whieh w'<*re exjieeted to assiMiihlo in l*aris to 
discuss plans for a co-ordinated summer eam- 
jmign. 'J’hen* was a furthiT reason kviiieli may 
well have eontrihiitiid to t.ho decision of tie* 
(Jennan t eaieral Staff. Warlike succe ss or mili¬ 
tary !•e[>lltati(kn was (‘Ver a neeessity to the 
ilohenzollerns. Never was this more s<k than 
in this war—tlie “great adventure” of the 
German military spirit. Examination of the 
German (commands show to how' great an 
extent dynast i(t eonsiiterations were taken 
into account. On the out break of waf^the 
futuri^ ruI(T of Imperial Germany had re- 
eeiveil a cojiuriand eoramensiirate W'itli liis rank 
if sufHjrior to his military record aad exj'<‘ri(‘nee. 
But f-veri with the eounsel and,support of the 
veteran Fiidd .Marshal von Hiieseler, aK.J a staff 
comprising tho best military brains.^ of (ho 
empire, fortune had not unduly fnvourod his 
arms. Gla-eked during the rush to Paris hy the 
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stubborn (lofenco of J^ongwy, checked again in 
, his furious endeavour to Iwttor through the 
Fort, do Troyon in tlie closing days of tho 
l>attlo of*the Marne, held by many to be respon¬ 
sible for the puz’/.ling features of Clerman 
strategy before the battle of tho Mamo, the 
tiermun (Vown Prince had led his men from one 
disappointment to another. In the Allied 
camp there was, however, a tendency to attach 
too much importance to this series of .set backs. 
It wa.s readily overlooked that while the (k’own 
I’rinco had nowhere triumph('d, he had also 
nowhere been routed. It was g<Mierally for¬ 
gotten, moreover, by tho public in France and 
in (Iront Hrituin, that he was surrounded by 
ailvisors who made up for his deficiency in 
knowledge of tho art of war. It was not siitli- 
ciontly realizixl that the military ami dynastic 
interest which had allotted to the Prince his 
cluuico of glory had also seen to it that his 
chance should bo us groat as possible. In 
conseipience his army, in addition to being the; 


best staged, was in many respects tho host 
disciplined and tho best equipped of the forces 
operating on the Western front. 

Tho preparations for the smashing of Fnaich 
military power occupied the opening months of 
the year. Tho task before the enc'my was 
arduous. Tho Crown Prince surveyed a l>atth«- 
(ield presenting uncommon ditlioulties as well as 
uiu'ommon u<l vantages. 

In the Verdun area, as elsewhere in tho Wo.st, 
tho front ha<l solidified through chance and tlio 
small profits of trewh war info an in-ogular 
lino such as would bo seldom selected or 
imiiosod by tactics or strategy, tieneral 
Marroil, who first coinmaiided the army 
0 ])erating around Verdun, was tho first 
General to whom the fortune of tho fighting Iiad 
given time to learn and profit by tho fate which 
had overtaken tlio great fortresses of Lii'gc, 
Namur, and Antwerp. In Novemhor, 191*1, 
General Sarrail, s))cnlcing to t.ho Paris corre- 



GUNEKAL PETAIN (centre) WAI.KING WITH GENERAL JOFFKE (cm left). 
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VERDUN AND ITS DEFENCES, 
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sjiondcnt of J'/ie Times, who was thou visiting 
the Mousfi front, said, “ Fortreasoa are built to 
* be taken and ‘ ville assi^gcV, villc prise ’ is an 
old military maxim which events have l)roiight 
thoroughly up to date.” 

The General determined to give the Ocrmnns 
ns little chance as possible of besieging Verthin 
ia the old strict sense of the wonl. Little by 
litthi, without any great offcuisive, ho gradually 
pusheil the German lines farther and farther 
away from tla- fortilication system of the city. 
The rtssult was that when the German offensive 
was launched at t he beginning of 1916 the line 
of the French salient on the ™.st bank of tin; 
Meuse was based upon llrabutit, Consenvoye, 
Ifuiunont, Jlois des Cauros, Jlois dc Wavrillc, 
Herbobois, Onies, Maucourt, Mogeville, Braux 



FRENCH. TROOPS WORKING A SMALL 
BOMB-THROWING MORTAR. 


Lake, Himte (’harricro Wood, Fresiu-s en 
Wf)evre. “Ia's Kparges and tlv neighbourhooil 
of iSt. Aliliiol. In this large sulienl the French 
had turned to account the first lessons of the 
war, and armies of men had toiled for months 
remodelling the sj'stem of rh'fenec of Verdun, I he 
whole region of which had become an exliibit ion 
of every kind of fortification, from the moats 
and fcattlemonts of the town itself to the latest 
erections in the way of earth and french work. 

The front upon which the first fury of the 
(iermiiii offeustwe broke was the northern sector 
of the line in the Hants do Mouse, a region of 
rolling hiHs anil tortuous valleys, which offered 

groat difficulties to both sides. There wt'ro 

• • 

immoroiis positions from which the rival artille¬ 
ries were able to enfiladi- any moveinimfs of 


troops. Countless were the opportunities of 
surprise,of encircling, and of cutting expeilitions. 
The splendid observation posts to be found at 
other places along the line—on the Aisne for 
instance—wlioneo Generals were able to survey 
the whole of the front of their Army at a glance, 
wero here entirely Jacking. The barriers of 
wooded liillside wdiich cut up the country, im¬ 
peding any large sur\’ey of the operations as a 
whole, served as the real fortifications of the city, 
and the forts themselves ceased to possess the 
spiHual significance of forts and became but 
spwially strong points in the extended network 
of trench defence. 

The German preparations for their onslaught 
upon this very strong position w'cre on a vt'ry 
largo scale. The magnitude of preparation, 
indeed, quite defeated any jio-ssibility of sur¬ 
prise. The (hain'in F.mjieror arrived at Mezieres 
to watch the progress of the work. 'J’hu up- 
jxinrunce of at least thirteen new divisions upon 
the Western front, the rniioval from the front 
line of Gemiun army corps for rest ami refitting, 
the bringing up of the 1916 class of conscripts to 
the M'estern front, the completion of units along 
the lino, were definite shadows of coming events. 
In Hecembor, 191.5, the Oeiraiins brought u|> 
the greater portion of their hcovy artillery 
from Serbia as well ns seme of the largo guns 
which Innl been usid with .such effect upon the 
Kussian front. Traction maltrial, Austrian 
12-inch howitzers, and several 17-inch howitzers 
came in to .strengthen the weight of the Oonnan 
gunfire. The final preparations were carried 
out under cover of great offensive activity along 
the whtde of the We.stcm front. There were 
“ feeling ” attacks in Ghampaguo, along the 
const, in Flandi-rs, in Artois, on the Somme, 
the .\i.HUe, the Moselle, and in Al.siu-e. Those 
attacks deceived no one on the allit'd side. 
They revealed no great strategic intt'iitiou. 
They remained lot^al anil were met with local 
forces, the main reserves of the French remain¬ 
ing at the free disposal of the Higher Conunnnd 
ready to be moved when the exiu't spot upon 
wliich the great effort of the enemy was to bo 
miulo became clear. 

Points of resemblance between the Gham- 
pagne offen-sivo of the French and the great Ger¬ 
man onslaught on Verduti iwe many. The first 
similarilj’ botw'oeu these two great battles was, 
however, line entirely to the normal develo|i. 
lU 'iit of the modern battle in wliich aerial fight¬ 
ing precedes infonse eaiinonnile. fi’ho aiTial 
offensive of the Germans was armounceil on 



eEFORE VERDUN, 

The French repellinj the itnceasinl German altacita, 
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F('hrimry 21 und it.K n'sults were of good omou 
for ■ the future. All around the Verdun 
walittnt the enemy air sorviei's were aetive in 
nttenipting to interfere with the Verdun eoui- 
niunications by lieaA'y aerial boinbardment of 
import ant railway and suy)ply centres. The 
most persistent, of these atttU'ks was directed 
. against, the .station of Kovigny. one of the many 
t<)w^^s in t he eu«ter;i Marne wdiic.h bore traces 
of the Crown I’rince's passage after the battle 
of the Marne. I n the neighbourhood of T16vigny 
. a sfpiadron of 15 eiumy machines was brought 
to a fight by the h'ls.'iieli and consid(!rHhIe 
damage wj»s done to the raiders before they had 
had nineh opportunity of effecting their purpose. 
Here later in the day the Vreneli score.il their 
tiiwt success in what was about to Vs-eome th<- 
battle of Verdun when a motor gun crew brought 
<lown a iCoppelin in flumes near Brabant li- Boi 
atsl forced a sister ship to turn fail and return 
to harlionr. 

After the ja'eliminary air skirmislting, as in 
the hattJo of tlie Champogiie, the artillery got 
to work. Along tlie whole line of the t hreatened 
front iit 7.1 5 (ui t he morning of Kehrnury 21 — 
the storm hurst with unexampled fury. 'I'hc' 
enemy hud si'i<'tilifieally considered the results 
of the Freneh attaek in Chuinpagiie. They 
had seen Ihut, with th<‘ expenditure of .so 
iieuiy inilliou shells on a front, so jiiany miles 
long with sneh und .sueh density of uttaeking 
troops, the French hud failed to piorei- through 
the vvhol<> of their <lefensiv<3 system, 'f'licy, 
tlu’n'fore. ileeided to itwrease all the fuefers 
of success. By eiu|>loyiiig a still largt'r mimher 
'of gun* ami men upon a smaller front the 
Intensity of the uttaek was inensvsed enor¬ 
mously. It heeame [lo.ssihle to reiluce the period 
of pre'purulory homhardmi'ol. and thus dc|>rive 
t he etu'tny of the eluinee of hriiiging up reserves. 
'I’he eoueeni rut ion of (Jennan artillery <)f eve.iy 
possible enlibri' O|)oii the Verdun front was 
sncli that tbe Kreneh ai-rial observers abaudoni’d 
the task of noting the <“xaet position of eiieJi 
battery tipon their fnaps, wliele dLstriets. sueli 
fl.^tbe Keresl of Spincoiirt and ttie Creniilly 
Wool I, lai\ ingbeeii eon verted into emplacement.s 
of artillery in aetion. 'I'lie front to lie attaeked 
was .sysfei^nt ieally rtooiled witli higli ex|)losi\ e, 
fear and siiiTooating gas sliells. One /.one in 
t1u‘ «eighbonrlu.iod of tile Herliebois Wood, 
idioiit t.liree-(piHrter.s of a scpiare mile in e.Nlent, 
was so seienf ifieally treated l)y tlie tJi'rnian artil- 
ler\ i luit at tlio end ef u bombardment of som • 


hours the whole region resembled a field the 
soil of wbieh hud boon turuod by some new kind 
of agricultural imu-hine. A veil of smoke and 
dust floated over tho battlefield, .-\ftor an 
hour’s bombardment the first line of the 
Frejjch was jiructically isolated. All tele- 
])hone communieations had lieen eut, and 
IkiiHon had to be attempted by means of 
runners. An eye-witness do.seribing I he X’erdnn 
bombardments wrote : 

W'it.luait l•l•ttsinJ:l of every ealitire are liur.stiiia 

iiround le witti (.reineruious hiifibuli, amt I ho air i.s l.orii 
witli inei>ssiuit. I'xplosions. 'rtuui^aaits of project it',., 
are ffyioc III every tliroetion, HOinc afiistlia;., of.her.. 
tiowUiar, olhers naniniiiy low. anil all this wlii.silin^, 
howling, an,I ni'aming nniles in one infernul roar. I'Voni 
tiinelolirna ao ai-rial lorpoilo )m.sses making anoi.salike 
tjia.l of a gigaiiiie nil tiing iiiof or eaj*. All t he.sa mi.ssilas of 
ih’sunelion flying over a fairly wiila area hurst one upon 
the other, so iien.se i.; the tiro. Shall fragments fly on 
eiery siile from t.tie chvml of srftoko aial earth ivhioh 
soon fieeiimes so persistent that it tinaily eovers tho 
earth like a tltieU log. Wit.fi a treinenilons thial a 
gia a shell bnrsls ipiile olosa to oitr otisarvalion [lo.st, 
fireakiiiir the teloplione wire.s anti interrupting all eoni- 
innniration with oiir hatterio.i. A man gels tail at. oneo 
for repairs, erawling a.l,)ng on liis tieliy through all 
this place of hnrsting inine.s anil shells. It. seems iphie 
hopos.sihle that lie shonlrl eseapo from the rain of sliell 
whieti is falling with ilisipiieting nipiility, I'ho onemy’a 
sliell expeialillire e.veeeils anything iimigitiahlo. There 
has never hisnt sneh a liorniiarilment m war before. 
Oor man sis'tns to he envelopoil in e.vjiIo.sives anil 
shelters himself frian time to limn in the afiell i'rat.ers 
which lit* thick npoa the groinal one upon the other. 
He linally reaehes u less stormy spot, menils iifi his wines, 
anil, as it aoulit he mmlness t-olry to return loeovor.he 
.cities iloMii into a big shell crater, anil wait., lor the 
storm to piis-i, 

I'nder this tremendous fire the first line and 
large portions of I he .supporting lines of Freneh 
Ireneli disap[)eured, and ii, niii.ss of tiiinhled 
eiirfli took (lieir plitces. TJie woods in the 
first line of tlie Fretieli tiefenees were splintered 
and shattered as tliougli sum ' wild tornudo 
hud swept down upon f liem. (Ireitt trees were 
upiooted and rent and the woods liecum'' (illeil 
w itli uii ntidergiow til of splinter.s and /fr'tri.'i. 
Till' k’n'iieli in tlieir defensive orguni/.ulion of 
tlie woods liud tivuiled fliemselves to the fitll 
of l.lie Imrlied wire jiroleelion to lie oliluined 
liy stringing wire front tree to tree und from 
linsh to Inisli. .\s tlie homhurdnr'iil eontimied 
even litis defenee was ileslroyed. Tile tnornl 
of file mm nevi'r weakened, and using the 
iiniter'iil provide! for them Ity the rutii of 
destriielion around tliein, tJiey were |in,.ied 
tlii'oiigli e\eii file worst of tlio lioinltiinIm'lit 
in reorgnni/.ing (lieir positions, making (■hi’vitiix 
<1 ■ frisen out of the broken tiiiiber, turning tlie 
large siiell craters into eiitreneliineiits, anil 
getting ready for tlie wavtt.s of men wliicli lliey 
knew were to follow. 
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I'lic boinhnrdrnctif right along the line roachotl 
)t« culminating point between two and four 
o’clock in tlie afternoon, when floating over the 
( I'ennan limw to regulate the fire of their gunn 
were no less tlum six captive balloons. Mean¬ 
while. the French artillery was bitsy in reply, 
directing most of its fire upon the Forest of 
Spincourl, when' tho bulk of the (lorman guns 
wer(' itioased, and endeavouring by barrage fire 
to impede the launching of the (Jerinan 
infantry attack. At five o’clock the fjermiiu 
guns lengthened their tiro, and along the lino 
the infantry advancixl in small detachments t.o 
what had once been the French first defence 
ti-enchea. They had been prepared for great 
events. Under the eye of the great War Lord 
they hn<l rehearsed ttu'ir victorie.s. '.rhey had 
been told by tln‘ir (h'uerals in Army Orders 
that tlic battle ii|>on which they wore entering 
was “ the last offensive agkinst tho French.” 
On both sides hopes wore higti that at last tho 
iltM.'isive moment bad come. 

The front atttu'ked in tliis first day of the 
battle is suttieient.ly indicated by tho tlireo 
woods which stretch north of V’t'rdun from 
Brabant to Ornes—the Hauinont Wood, Bois 
des Caures and Herbebois. These were the 
three great e(>ntres of French resistance. Upon 


these woods all the fury of the German artillery 
fire had been diret'tetl. The Gorman tactif's in 
this opening stage of the battle consisted in 
overwhelming these centres of resistance with 
heavy caliljre high-explosivo shell, destroying 
dug-outs and machine«gun positions, and at 
the siime time surroimding them with such 
heavy barrier lire as to make it impossible for 
supports cither of men or of munitions to bi.' 
.sent up to their assistance. On(!e tic work of 
destruction had be«>n effected the infatitry 
advance began. Tile idea of the enemy 
was tliat the artillery coukl obliterate the 
defence, and the infantry could then ailvauce 
after rei'nnnaissance to oc.cupy the position. 
Kach wave of infantry was preceded by a 
reconnoitring detachment, comfio.sed of 15 
men, behind whicii came grenadiers and 
sappers. Advancing in accordance with this 
plan, tho enemy soon got a fooling at inanv 
points in the Freni'h line and gradually soughi, 
to flood out the dofemlers. 

Everywhere they mot with a defenee 
weakened by the rai'ages of the bombardment, 
but nevertheless dt'termined to deh>.^' anil 
worry tho euemv nalong and as much as pos¬ 
sible. By nightfall the results of the first <la.v s 
offensive were unimiiorlant. 'I'he Germans 



A SINGLE-BARRELLED REVOLVERCANNON. 
Employed by the French at Verdun for trench work. 
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EFFECT OF FRENCH CRENAUES. 
Burstinfi in front of a German trench. 


Imd not. into tlio tirst lino atnl liml at sovoral 
(loiiitK got ns far as tlio T''rorich support Inmohf.s. 

Tlio oourso of oxfiils onn best bo dosoribod 
by follow'inn tbo opisodos of tilt) battle sectioii 
by .sectioii. 

111 the Eois D’Haomont. whicli constitutod 
tbo left of tbe ^’l■euell position, the defeneo put 
up was particularly vigorous. 'J’lio cbeik 
•adininiStered by a few determined men to tho 
tlerman.advance was of inestimable advantago 
to tbe defence of the ri'sf of tho line, enabling 
as it iHd tho French to bring up their reserves. 

'I'ho Cemiaris had quickly realized that in 
Hois H'llauniont they hat! to mts't particularly 
strong resistance, and the position received 
special attention at the hands of the (ierman 
gunniTs, who covered every pa.ssage, (-very 
ravine, every clearing in tbe wood tlirough 
vcl^ich rcinforceiwnts and aiipjilies might lie 
moving. Under the violence of this boinlaird- 
meiit tho French lines gradually cruuibhsl 
away, and Rewards six in the evening the enemy 
vas cteepin^ into tho wood. In sjiito of a 
despqpjit e re.si.st.ancc, in S)>ito of many i.solated 
lights in which the defenders gained a momen¬ 
tary *a(l\'nntuge, tho (ierinans then “filtered” 
into the wood in over growing numbers, and by 
eight o’eliH-k they had reached the southern 


fringe of tho position. The French in the 
course of the night endeavoured, following thi'ir 
classic tactics, to deliver a eoiinter-attaek. 
Tho sjiring was brokmi, howeviT, and unilcr the, 
eon.stant hail of shell which was maintained 
throughout tho night any olfensivo operations 
on tho part of the ilefenilers -were quite out of 
tho question. 

At dawn on February 22 tho Frciieh, who had 
decided to mako a last stand in the village of 
Ilaumont, could find no comfort in their 
sit uation. No .siqiplios were able to rciu-h I hem 
through tho shell-swept communications. They 
were without nows either from the roar or from 
t he troops lai t lieir flunks. Tho artillery posted 
in the woods and on the crest around was in 
tho same position. Tho history’ of one battery 
engaged in this ri'gion is typical of the adven¬ 
tures of the artillery right-along tho front in 
these first few days of the (ierman drivo at 
Verdun. 

“ Our group of guns.” said an officer, in 
relating his slmrc in the fighting, “ was sout.h- 
east of Haumont wood when the fight begun. 
One buttery hud .seutteri'd its guns oast of 
Ilaumont and south and north of Saniogneux. 
Tho two other batteries were farther south, 
supported by a buttery of fltt’s. \Vc naturally 
replied to (Ierman infantry attwk by barrage 
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firc^ in order to prevent the enemy from reaching 
our JinoB. One of our eections went forward to 
an tuivanced position in the Ravine das Canres, 
and oponecl fire at almost point-blank range. 
Hut the Of^nnans, in spito of tremendotiH 
sacrificos, b<*gan to flow in everywhere. They 
got into the Jiois *deM Ca-ures along the rrests 
Dotwoen tho Bois d’Haiuuont and the Bois das 
Cauros and carried our positions one after the 
otlier. This section shortened its fire os the 
eiiciny tKivnneed, mowing th(^ tieruians down 
in their ranks. It was all no good. A fresh 
wave at once took tho i>lace of that d<‘stroytMj 
and the advance continued. setdion of 



A FRENCH SAPPER WORKING IN A 
MINE GAU.ERY. 

guns was blazing away when detachment s of 
tlif enemy which had managed to get into the 
Bois d'Haumont made tlieir iip]M!araaee in 
the roar of our men. Tlie gunners, liav'ing 
tired away all tlioir shells, blow up their guns 
and retired. A batt«^ry of hoavy guns on the 
Haumont crest did its duly under the most 
terrific fire. Tli© battery had been found out 
wit h h'rribki accuracy by a group of tlie enemy's 
Jior, mm. guns, which in less than a minute 
put ‘ eoallioxcs ’ into the position. 'l'h(^ 
bfitlery compelled to eoase fire for a while. 
At that monu'fit a sergeant of artillery r(?j)orte<l 
to the eoiniuandiiig major tluit his own battery 
bad Is^en destroyed, and was told off Ui .ser\'e 


tho silenced heavy guns. Gathering other 
detached 4irtill«ryraen, he got the battiwy 
going again and ^ kept it at w'ork for 48 
* hours. He remained at his post until the 
enemy infantry were close upon him, and tlien, 
having exhausted ail his shells and blown up 
hia gims, tho heroic sergeant ontleavoured to get 
through to the French lines, but without success.” 

Great interest attoclu^ to tho following 
ac(‘ount of tlio first four ilays of tho Gcrm.in 
attack \ipon V'tMdun, as related by a French 
military doctor to one tif his friimds : 

On Iho evo of tho attack tho pomtioaft of th(‘ 
in l ilt' (’aiiroH wmid iuui boon chaniroil. At tiin ho^inain^ 
«>t tho atlarU Ills iialtory wok botnbimhHl ivt (irnt by tho 
(iormtvn and Sdneh gun>T, which, in otlu'r pans of 

tho Froijuh tnnu, b>v<l boon considonnl lu-avy avtilloiy. 
Then, wlioii the ttliolo position luul Is'cn ihirnni^lily 
troniod’* with Ihos*! h1h*Um, tho (h'riuans ln't^nn ipiii-K 
tiro with 12'iiich and iridurli pins. U was ti-irilh-. 
iW'hind tho Fronrh hatU'rii'.s thorti ttom two or Ihrot' 
Ronos of Liovinaii ••urtain fin‘, iliron;.»h whiidi tho siippli4‘s 
of ammunition hiul to bn bjon^du up and tlu' woundrd 
romovod. 'Hus was dono, it sof'tns. with astouiolint; 
calm and iinanimotiH la'i'dism. 

Ono gun of hi:) battery \%as dainageil by u siu'II aial 
biwl to bo nnnovod to tho roar. 'I'horo roinainod throo 
75’s,” wiiich lired (.'fasnlfssly. As Roon a.s ho bad 
tiiimbed binding up the woundoil and suporintonding 
their romoval, ho lout a hand in }au>.sing on the sla lls. 
An 8-inch sholl pasHod bot\vo«5U tho lotr-* of ono of tio' nu n 
M-rving tho battery, but. it fadeil to explode. Iittlo 
later a 12-iuch shoH caught this suiiie man as it iobmitj«b-d. 
throw him over tho gun, and Iniulcd him beatl fur«'ino-t 
in a dug-out. Tho man gcramblod out ngitin, soyui;.-. 
“Doctor, 1 really holiovo 1 am invaliu'rahlc.’* 

Meanwhile tho gunn grow hot ami lirtul. Tlio nmu 
ha<I g«mo btu'k to his pioco, while tho doctor nlteiuiod to 
the wotmdod 2t> yards to the rear. Suddenly the unn 
burst. Kaising Itia eyes, tho <b*ctor saw iftvo tjf the e,nn’s 
ennv In'n<IU'ss, and the poor “ mvnliK'rablo “ laid low 
with both logs cut off. Thnaj iumut»'h luler h<* cxpircij. 
'I'ho burst gun was romovod. 'I'hero l•omuin^M^ two. of 
ahieh ono hotl a hole in its rilHuj.' as bi,^ as a five tnino 
pa*eo, while (he hraUo of the other was lofally^sma.-.lanl 
but still they finnl. 'riie gumaTH. whi> won' Hplondid, 
stiii'k to their u'ork us (lauigh ftolliing had happened. 

When ihe (JoiMaans had so “watered’* tlaj gnMiiul 
with 12-inch ami li»-ineh sJadls llntt it was coiyplefely 
out up, they bi'gan “wafering” wifh the An.Hfrian 
4'1-inch gnus, ’which are the inosl n'doublabh' oneiuy 
W4*iipon. for tlioy' are tla* lu'urost filing *hcy huv«‘ got 
lo our “ 75.’* 

It WHS then nially htdi. ihit it wiw mithing coni|)un*<l 
with tho moment when tho Gernum maihine-guns g«>t. 
on to t hem. It soptuh tliai no cannon Is as aw'fnl as tho 
miu'hino uun. 'riie men were doad tinsl- Ktrefohor- 
bearers, faiiguti jiarlies, and guiiiuTH. The Hovorely 
w'oiuidml were tied on f<i tho empty ammunition wagouK. 
and hack they went, plunging in an<l out of the cnormftus 
orators which the (Jerman heavy shells hod miwle. 

That loKtod until tho moment when the tiormuii 
infantry ailvamajd from tiu' w'o<ids in rbytlimii^ trot, 
thir follows linal until the enemy whw -hMl or 4tM> 

yards. Thou, not wishing ta l»© caught, they 

'J'hat w'lis tho worst rnornent of alb 'PhS mon retreated 
fo<»t by f<K»t. It miuJe one’s heort bleed. Tftay lay' 
flat «ni the «5arfh, onrage^i. but coinpelh*d to retire b •l«m» 
the enemy’s masses -ttiid that' lasted iw(»nty’-f<i'..r h iurs ! 

1’hon 4*amo a moment of miu\ delight. Onr afta ‘king 
('arpH api>eftn'd. On they came wifh imloaenbahlo 
rafiidity and uneariny jK)Wor. 'I'ho p4»or h'llows, worn 
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FRENCH HEROES AT THE BATTLE OF VERDUN. 

]puiM)|S one of the fiercest asNaultR the commamler of a 75 bnltcry tired 800 shells !n succession, 
ihe men cooled their (tuns incessantly with drinking-water from their bottles. 


out, lyinj; flat., wat-ohed tho outpouring <»f tliat Irornomlcms 
t4>rroiit of ine^ guim, amniiinitioti, and all kinds of 
eOn it wont, rushitig forwai'd, novor Hloppiu^, 
iinrhui'kisl. at. a •howildmug piiro, with lantastii' dtiMli 
aiul “ 

Tlia said, “ Nevor havo f frit snrb joy. Vrf)iu 

(hat iiKxtioat wu all know (Ijiii tho JIiuls wuiv <lono for 
ami that thoir iwivanuo wiw ytuvod.” 

Everywhore it wtus fixe snme story ; tlu* 


p:uns were imalde to jret tJ»eir .shells up from 
tl;e ri*ar, t^very road, <wi.a*y ooiimiutjiealiou 
treiicli, every supply column heinji (‘xposinl (o 
miirdercms ninl fatal tire. Tin- ^ rt ^iment. 
wliieh held Haujuont had little doubt as fo 
what its duty and its end were to be. It was 
einupletely cut olT from supplies from tin* rear 
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iind the enemy had enveloped its flankH. 
The bombardment towards eight o’clock 
became even more violent, and so thick was 
the 8t!reon of fire before the village of Hamnont, 
where the gallant regiment lay, that it had to 
watch in inaction the advance of the German 
flame throwers to the trenches in the Consen- 
voye woods and their steady progress down 
the Ravine of Hanmout towards the western 
edge of liaumont woofl. At 10 o’clock 
heavy shells wore falling on the village ami 
neighbourhood of Haumont at the rate »)f 10 
a minute. South of Haumont the boinbard- 
ment cut the force off entirely. Towards 
• two o’clock sheila were falling on the village 
at the rate of 20 a minute, ami the village 
<il' Haumont was nothing but a rubbish heaj>. 
Kven the big armoured cement redoubt, upon 
which the Kron<;h had. at one time relied, 
collapsed under the repeated blows of the 
heavy giuis, burying 80 men and several 
mtudiine gmis, and destroying the French 
aimunnition depot. At five o’clock the emnny 
advanced to (,ho attack of the ruins of Haumont. 
They moved out a battalion strong in three 
columns from north, north-west, and east. 
The Fn'nch, da/.od and stunned by the trf>- 
mendous bombardment to which thoy hail been 


subjected, weakened by their losses in men, 
macliiue guns, and ammunition, spurred them¬ 
selves on to <lefond. The enemy’s loft got 
hold up on some wire which in spite Ot all the 
shell oxpenditiuo of the Gormans had managed 
somehow or other to esca{)o destruction. 
Here the French got usefully to w’ork wit.h 
their machine guns, but it was a vain olTort. 
The enemy ha<l pushed forwar<l on liLs right 
and centre, and working through the village 
hiul crept up to the house where the Goloncl 
and lus staff wore preparing to make a last 
stand. The German flame fighters thrust 
lire into the cellars, and theu- machint' guns 
swept the exit from the house. The Colonel 
and his stalT hail two alternatives. Death by 
burning or the running of the mitrnilh'uso 
gauntlet. They cliose the latter, ami I ho 
('olonel walked Ihrough the machine-gun lire 
unscathoil, organi/.od the withdrawal of his 
regiment, and jn-epareil to bar the road farther 
<lown south of Samogneux and Haumont. 

The tiw'tics wliich wore employ(?d at this 
.ses;tion of the lino wore applied with cftiial 
success on the no,xt portion of the Freiwli 
front, which must bo considered as having 
been formed by the series of wooils Consenvoyc, 
llautnont. Cauros, ami Ht'rbebois. These woods 



A FRENCH HEAVY GUN IN ACTION. 
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NKAR THE GERMAN TRENCHES. 
French trcKipB cuttiofi the barbed-wire. 


ww'c liiikcil 11 ]) liy tri'iich and orgMiira'd very 
I horoiiyiily for dcfoiioo. Tho coriinudiu]; troncli 
(lofoiu'c, liowovor, was (he weak s|)ot rigtit aloiiy 
the line, and (he enemy, while eoverint; (he 
ninin jaisition in the woods vvitli shell and 
j>Ins(ering all a|)|»roa<’hos (o (he wood was 
able to break "the eonneetiti(< links and carry 
out a series of envelojiint; niovenients. 

.What lui|)j)ened a( the liois d’HaiiinonI was 
rejiealisl in eirenntsianees of gri-ater (ra(^efly 
in (he adjoining; wooil (o (he ea,s( (he Hois 
des ('aur]‘s. whii-h was held by (wo batlalions 
of the fanion.s F'reneh Clmswiirs iiniler (he 
eonimand of J,ion(ennn(-('oloiiel Drinrd, a 
member of the Chamber of Deiadies. ’I'he 
(irst day of the offensive (he (iernian artillery 
bore wi(h most of its weight upon llaiimont. 
On F'ebriiary 21 their guns were, neverthi-le^s. 
extraordinarily active, and carried out a bom- 
bardrtient of terrible I'iolenee along (he Hois 
(lea tlaiirt'S front, erushing in every dug-out 
and leavitig the jiosition bruised and shatterisl 
at five ir^ (he*ev(!ning. The next day, th(! en- 
veloinnent of the Haumont i>osition having 
begun, iflt (he weight, of metal available waseon- 
eentratwl *in the first- (-n nehes of (he He's des 
Caures, and the whole line beeaine a dust hea|). 
Ihider t'over of (his terrilie (its' the enemy now 


advaneeil from Haumont upoti (he western 
dank of the Hois des Caures jiosition. and at 
noon on F'ebruary 22 began to try to forts; 
a fias.sage tlmaigh the F'reneh su|ij)ort- (retudies 
from the west and to |)ush down on tlie east 
of (he wood frotn th" dirrs;tion of Ville, Tho 
F’reneh were eonsiderahly outmiinbered. 'I'heir 
two battalions had stiffensl heavily from thi' 
bombatshm'id, and (he (Jermans were altaeking; 
with a eomplete and fresli brigade. 

N'evertlieless (la; F'rt'neh fought with gts'at 
determination against the eneiisriing move¬ 
ment. The fighting was very largely with 
grenades, and the' bayonet cam' into play 
(sinsfantly (hrougliont (he d ly. In s|)ite of 
all tlieir efforts, however, t.lie (lerman hold 
on (he Jiosition btssime stronger and stronger, 
and by ri.iiO (liat iwening (he (losition of (silonel 
llriant's Ciiassenrs bicanie extreni'lv eritieal. 
The (iermaiis had managed with great etfort 
to get a. gun into |io.sition along (he \'ille road, 
with which (hey were able to entilaih' (hi- chief 
|)oiut of (he deleiKs'. Then it wais that Colonel 
](riant held a (iiial eousultation witli his st.iff. 
(o whom he statisl, without eonetsdmenl. 

In a few minutes we sliall ha\(' to meet disltli 
or lieeome |)risoners.’' He pauseil for a 
moiia nt. and adthsl, “ I’erhaps we might 
manage to -stue some of these bravt* fellows." 
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FIRLD-MARSHAI. VON HAESKl.ER. 

The veteran who accompanied the Cjierman 
Oown Prince. 

After iimUing certain that not.lunj' of value. Iwal 
l)eeii left iu the ilug-out, t hat, all t h - aiiiuiuiiit ion 
wliieh eoiitd not he earrioil away hixtl heen 
(lestroyeil, the .Mirvivors of the, two hattalions 
split, up into five eohiiim.s and hegan their 
retrfiut Jroin an alreaily iiniios-sihle po.sii ion. 
(.'olonol Oriaiit in.si.stc(l On heiinj the last, nein 
to leave the wood. The eoliiinns. a.s they 
delaaiehed from the wood, were met by wither¬ 
ing ina<diiiie-giiu fire, which took a heavy loll, 
tlolonel Driaiit himself never left the wooil. 
He was Inst seen alive taking refuge frcaii a 
storm of projectiles in a shell crater. He met 
the end which, as a nationalist, and deputy for 
the proud city of Niiuey, he most desired. The 
defence which the men under his eonnnand 
put lip cost the enemy ovor 2.000 in killed 
and wiamded. and delayed and weakeneil the 
German attack upon the main line of kVeiioh 
rosi.stancc. 


'I’he mo.st auce,o.ssfn! opposition to tho 
German advance was made in tlie Bois d’Herho- 
hois, t o the oust of the Bois des Caiiros. On tins 
first day of tho olTonsive all the enemy managed 
to achieve hero wn-s to gain a footing in tho first 
line and to capture one of the deleiisivo works 
ef the supporting trench. Here tho reaction 
was more [irompt and more etfeetivc than it 
had been elsewhere along the lino, and at 
midnight on h'ebriiary 21 the l''reneh liinnched 
a coiinfer-at.lack wdiieh went on until hiiir-)>iist 
lour in the morning. It did not, however, 
do much more than pm tho Gormans down to 
their positions. Throiighoiit the 22nd grenade 
fighting oontinuod without coasing. and in 
night attack the enemy renewed his offensive 
after a heavy boiiihardmeiif. His lack of 
success in no way diminished the ardour of his 
troops, and on the 2:ird an ciieniy battalion 
advanced in serried formation upon the Kreiieh 
lio.sition. Individual firing at. .‘>0 yards was the 
order of the day, and enormously did the 
French infantryman delight in such elosi- range 
fighting. Tho Freneh artillery hero got to work 
with splendid results, and of the batlHlion 
which attacked but. few were able to get thrtaigh 
the curtain fire of the 7iVs and regain their own 
line. Hndeterrod by this niassaere t he German 
staff launched four more attacks upon the 
position with no more result. At a ipiarler 
jiast four on the 2.7rd the gallaut defenders of 
Herbebois received an order to <•vae.nale. 'I'hey 
were inforiiKsI that, the Wavrillc wooil having 
been taken, the whole tio.sitioii of Herbebois 
was cndnngcreil, and the. staff was instructed 
to carry out the withdrawal with tho very 
greatest discretion. 'I'he news of tTiis order 
caused gri-at grumbling among the men. They 
had fought as soldiers even in this war hail 
seldom fought. Four of their grenadiers hiwl 
remained for 20 hours at a point where tho 
< leriiian.s and French met in a eominimication 
trench, hurling grenades at the enemy. Tho 
men had performed coiintli iss deeds of personal 
anil collective heroism, 'fliey had fought like 
wild eats against greatly superior numbers, 
anil with complete .success. It reipiired a ijiipid 
explanation of the reipiireiiients of strategy to 
make these men reali'/.e that they had to 
abandon a field of battle litti-red vyth hundreds 
of German corp.ses ; a fieki of baffle upon 
which they had fought not only the Giwnians, 

but the intense cold. snow, lack of food, and 

• * 

almost overwhelming bodily weariness. When 
they fell back upon the Chaumes wood, and got 








. , FRENCH OFFICER'S FAREWELL TO HIS COMRADES. 

Colonel Driant, Deputy for the Meuse, leading hts men to the Iroot-lme in the Hois des Coures. The 
soldier-politician stood on the parapet of the trench and delivered a short inspirinfl address to his men, 
concludinil with the words, ** Charge, my children! Long live France!*' These were Colonel Driant's 

last words. 
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MASSED GERMAN INFANTRY 



into toncli with t.ho troops ou eit.hoi- RhiiU, 
thoy had, howover, dono liioro thnii t lioir share, 
ami contrihiitcd inoro than tlioir part to the 
lotji.1 of Hivorifi<‘e which htwl stayed the (iiTiiiaii 
a<lvance along the whole front, and which had 
given the General Staff time to rush up r<>Merves 
iitul meet the growing danger wliieh threatened 
\'erduu. 

The situation on tlie morning of Fehrnnry 21! 
was serious. 'I'lie Germans had driven tlie 
J'rt'iieh alinf)st entirely from the northerly 
woods which formed th<> fir.st line. The Fnaieh 
had heen foreeil to evacuate Urahanl, Haumont, 
the Ihiis des Gaures, and Ilerheboi.s, and lual 
fallen hack upon positions l>ns(sl upon Samog- 
lu'ux, IJeaumont, the northern eilge rrf the Hois 
des Fosses, and the litth' wood of Chauines. 
'I’he Kreia'h effort to wrtisl th<! initiative from 
German hands on the morning of the 2.‘lrd was 
rendi-red hojieless by the storm of shell which 
hurst over Samogneux, the sUirt ing-point of 
the <'Ountcr-uttuck. By the evening of the 
2.'lrd all was lost at Samogneux. 'J'ho villiigt- 
was <aily iioaiinally in ttie po.s.session of Hie 
French, and the French W'ere forced to take 
into immediate eon.sideration the lass'ssity of 
withdrawing farther south, and of making a 
stand on tint 'raioii anil I’eitjrer riilges. So far all 
activity hiul boon conlined to th»! eastern hank 


of the Aleuae. anil the extent of tlie German 
advance now exposed them to enlilading lire 
from the French artillery position on the west 
hunk. As these guns came into action Samog 
neux was evtu-uated, and a regiment of infantry 
was thrown across the Vncherauvillc-Sainog- 
neux road for the protis-tion of the iinportitnt 
Hi'ight 1144. Throughout the whole of thi' 
night of the 23rd and the following day' the 
Germans eoia-entrated their etTort upon this 
height. Time after time their attacks, when 
di'houching from Samogneux, reeled aiul scat¬ 
tered itnder the lire of the Freta-h artillery' and 
mitrailleuses. Their los.ses here first hi'gmi 
to assume the magnitude which snhseeptently 
gave to the whole battle its peculiar character 
of horror. Time after time they clutrged upon 
Hill 344, and it was not till the night of the 24th 
that they succeedetl in getting a hare footing 
on its slo])es. Farther east t heir progre.ss was 
eipially slow, the special ilitlieulties of the 
country delay'iug their a<lvnnce. " 

In the centre their attack was carritsl otif. w ith 
grtsiler dash and rjuicker results. -After j)ouring 
gas and tear-shells >ipon the Bois (|les Fosses, 
t hey gat lured a large force east of that wood 
and north of VVavrille, in preparatMu for an 
assault >ipon Beaumont and the F’osne wooils. 
This gathering of troojis was reportisl to the 
French artillery, which got to work irjion it with 










THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


17 



MOWN DOWN BY FRENCH GUNS. 

• luaiily ('ffoci. Al Ilia Hiinu* linn* iho P’rr*iu*h 
uitanlry dutaniiiiiail 1o foivstall ilia riiojiiy, 
iUid l\vc» l»al 1 Jilioii'*! vian* sant t'orwanl witli ilia 
in>rtli-\\<‘Ht(Tn cornar al W’KM'illa vvaad ns iliair 
<)bjacliv('. 'Idiay pvt as lar as tlia south* 
* wastarn adga of tha wood, wIkto tliay wcto hold 
up hy aoiicaMiiraiad intuhiiia ^uii-fira. Tlia 
<h'riunns. in Maw of t he viyiair ra\'oaliul hy tin' 
l"]raiiali. jukI following (hair plan of dastn»yin^ 
lli<» dafansiva positions liy arlillary and Iaa\in^ 
tliaiii io ht* oaaiipii'd hy * ha iniantry, da- 
iayail ihair* infantrs atiaak. and rasuiiiad lha 
iioinhardmant of Itaainnont and tin Kossas 
woods. Al ona in tha afiarnooii thay got- ilnar 
infantry going, lurrunl th(‘ Z<iua\eH and aluirp- 
shoot<»rH out of tho Wavrilla wood, and, 
pushing forward, turnad Baauinont <»ri tlia wast 
and tha 3h)is das Fossils on tin* aast. In half an 
hour, in spilo of vtTy haavy lossas, tha anainy 
had aajilun'id lha whola of tha Fossas woods, 
and Imd got into tha stn*afs of Haauniont. 
Boauinonl was fought housi* hy liousa, hut (ha 
Francdi w(Ta tinahla to stay tlia foraas of tha 
aiianiv. La Fkauirn' was tha naxt to fall <‘oiii- 
plataly int<i th<i> hands of tlu' tlarnianK, and 
at 20 nfifiutas jiast two larg<' lunlias of tha 
<'n(‘niy wtvi'a niaraliing halu*Mm Louvaniont ainl 
Hill 240 straight on to tin* main fortifiad Jiiia 
<lafanding tha Mtaisa aapiial. Ornas. Murround<'<l 
on thraa sides, had to b< given up. 


'riu' positiou was av<*ry hour lu'aoining more 
dungiinais. A groat alTori had to ha attaniptail. 
l*3\cry nvailiihia man was hurried into flic 
lino in a final sui»raina effort to stay tlia rnlvanc'e 
hafon* it ramdiod soma \’ita.l spot of tlia Verdun 
dafonai'H. 

Tha troojis upon hoth si<l(*s had Imhui lighting 
with tho very graatest s;ui*ifiaa. d’ha tVani'li 
foraas wera still those wliiah had ln»riu* tho 
hi'iiiit of (In* artillery praparafion and the first- 
days’ a.H.sauIts. They wi'n* worn out with laak 
of sli'ap and IfM’-k of foo<l, hut ware aallad upon 
to stave off defeat for y<‘t a little longer, 
and to give time for tlu' reserves and reliefs 
to rawh (ham a?ul taka ov<*r (hair bunhai. 
Throughont- the night they held out, and 
with tlu'ir relief in tha morning began a fri'sh 
ami more ahaarful <*!iaptar in tha history 
of tilt' hatlh‘ of Wnlun. Vji till that moiuant 
tha (iarinans irotild look upon their olTenshi* 
with satisfaation and with pride. Tht'y ha ' 
not, it was true, given tha Kri'iiah a sladga- 
hainmar blow suali as (ha Krani'li gave tha 
(h'rmans in one day in tlie (‘hampagna. lait 
tht*y had c*arria<l a largt* aial iinjitirtaiil- saatitiu 
of t-lu'front, tlrivari tlu^ Fretiah hack in aonfiision, 
and profitatl by soma of tha waaknassi's 
whiah showatl thtmst'lvas in tha Fuiiali i*oin- 
inand. In appaaranaa, if not in airaumstana«% 
tha I'raiK'h ndraat from tha Ib^abant line to th© 
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DouAumont lino rosombloil tho rotroafc front 
Clmrloroi to tho Marne. I'ho aohiovemont of 
the enemy in forcing the necessity and advisa¬ 
bility of that retreat upon the French was by no 
means to be dcwpisod. It was but the pr('hid(t to 
iuttion upon an even vaster scale—the prelinle 
.to one of those )M‘riotls w’hen t he fortuni! of a 
day makes the history of an age. 

The French then stood with their backs to 
the wall at. hay. Tlte whole nation from the 
I'yrenees to tho North Sea. from tho Atlantic 
to the Eastern Front, know ttiat the fate of 
»ance tnanbled in the balance. The tremen¬ 
dous lorccs brought into action by the enemy 
clearly shoaed that ho was .seeking to inflict 
one of those <'riishing blows from ehich even 
the most elastic and buoyant, of peoples do la t 
reeoxer. The losses which the eiiouiy had 
sufTered without blenching shewed a,s clearly 
that rega.i'd for human life was not likely to 
stay his efforts. Tilood and steel were to 
hatter and eriisli thi‘ defenders of the Eastern 
Marehes of FraiU’C. The people of France w em 
to be ruthlessly liroiight to realize that nothing 
could stand against the organized might and 
iriai determination of their eia-mies. 

The population of Fra.ne(- had followed the 
course lit eveul.s calmly hut nevertheless with 
anxiety. 'I’liey had watched the gradual 
withdrawal of their troops from position after 
• position, knowing full well that until their 
aimies fell hack upon the main natural forl.ili- 
ealions on the east, of the Meiise, tho full 
resisting power of l•'l•anee could not. be exerted. 
Nex er has a people shown a finer contideiiee in 
its army and its star than that di.s|)ln.yed by 
llie Kreindi in those trying opening days of the 
hnttles for \'ordun. .Never was eonlidiaiee in 
the end more I'learly di'servcd. Knowing 
iKithing of the steps taken to ensiiri' the triumpli 
of t heir final resistance, with llii'ir faith attacked 
hy enemy rumour and hy enemy lie they 
maintained a cheerful front, and awaited 
calmly the news that the \'erdun armies had 
turned u)ion their opponents as .foffre had 
t nulled on llie (iermans in Septemher, 
HIM. 

The first .phase of the Vh'rdim battle came to 
an end on Feliriiary 24. On that date the 
whole*‘of the lir.st. French line and a large 
stri'tr'h of eonntrv had fallen into tlerman 
hands, t.ogether with sevi-ral tlioiisand prisoner.s 
and many guns. The progre.ss of events i.s 
summarily iniliealed m the following diary : 



A FRKNCH ••KYE” ON VEKDUN. 

Captive balloon ascending near the battle zone. 


Fehniary 21.- Front from Hrabaiil fiur Mriine, 
to Herbehoin. —Hiuimont wood and Heaiimont 
salii'iit captured hy the enemy. .Attiwks 
against |{rabiuil and Kerliehois repiil.sed. 

February 22.— Front from Hrohont to Ornrs .— 
Jbuimont village evaenatisl. Part of the 
Beaumont .salient reeaiil iired. Strong altiu'k 
on Berhehois .stopped. Artillery bombanl- 
nient from Malaneoiirl. 1o Etain. 

Fi hniary 22.— Front from lirobant to mnilli 
of Orncs. - Brabant evaeiiated. Attiw^k against 
Samogneiix repulsed. J’art of t lie reeajit iinsl 
Beaumont .salient lost. Freneh withdrawal 
from Snmogiieux and Ornes. 

FeVirimry 21.—No (Jennaii attacks (luring 
the night. Freneh esl.ihhshed <ai the line of 
lieiglits slrelehing from tin' ea.st of t'hainp- 
neiiville to south of Oriies. 

Broadlv speaking, what had happened W'a.s 
that the salient which the (ii'rma.ns attacked 
liad been driM'ii in and the Freneh line of 
defence had moved from the are t o t lie elna'd. 
The position, more closely d(.'seribed, was tin' 
following. On the French left the Talon 
Bidgix enclosed on I hree sides hy I la* Meiise, \\ as 
1.00 dangerous a spot for either sidi' to wish to 
oeeupv' in force, hill, both -.ides desired to pre¬ 
vent the enemy from (ieeii))ying it. Tlie looji of 
the Meuse was ihert'fore iieiilrali/.ed, and from 
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iho artillei-_\’ of tlu' opposing iirmii'K ti strouni 
of shoU ronOorod it init.onHi)lo for either. The 
elimiriHtion of this region from the hgiitirig 
v<Ty eori.suk'raf)ly red need t he front of iM.-tive 
operatifms. Tfio French, when Hie critical 
inomentof the fighting hegnn, found themselves 
ujion a dominating plateau, well knit, and 
affording e.xeollent jiositions for artillery. 

The objective of the enemy had now boeome 
the caiitiire of ifoutiuiuont and Pepper 
Kidges. 

Before I’lib'ring upon any description of tfie 
series of bloody battlos which covered tlii.s 
country with agony and horror it is nci.-essary 
to refer in some didail to tJie forces which had 


GERMAN DUG-OUTS AND HUTS BEHIND 
THE FlRINfJ-LlNE. 

Small picture : Enemy reinforcements £oin£ 
to the trenches. 

been engaged by both armies in the fighting^ 
and to events farther away from the actual 
front of battle. • 

The great rnrhiovement of the resist ants- by 
l.h(' comparatively small numbers of the French 
on the first jiositions t hey oecupiisl gave to t heir 
(leneral Staff tinxi to bring up their men, and 
to organizo even more thoroughly tban they 
had done the main lines of tlefonee. The 
Geimins in their offensive had, without 
(piestion, reckoned among the diflit'ulties 
of the Frenc.h the question of transjjort. 
Verdun was ilet>ondent for all its coinmunica- 
tions ndth the interior of Franco upon two 
railways. The first, the main line from Verdun 
to Paris, was ent irely under the fire of the Ger¬ 
man artillery, and the stHtond was but a small 
lino running up the Mouse Valley from Har-le 
Due. The French had done nothing visible 
to remeily this defect, and without, doubt the 
(icnnans had imagined that the .very greatest 
difficulty would be experienced in mof^ing re¬ 
serves into the threatened sector and iy keeping 
them sujiplied with munitions and food. But 
the jiossibility of a great attack upon Verdun 
had long been considered by the French General 
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Staft’, ami th(* paucity of VonUin’s <*oiaiauiH(‘u- pr<»hloiii of transport in tliis region. ITmlor iis 

tJons had hoori taken into aecjount. orders wen^ plaecsJ 1200 inotordorry sindioiis - 

Ttie (Jeniiral Staff in tl>n first few thiys of tite that is to say, a>>otif 4.000 hirrios witfi 3t>0 

oOensivo wjiH somewhat liurshly eritieized for its oflieers and 8,r>(Kt men. Tlu' si/.e of strdi 

tailnre to build supplementary lines of eoimuuni- an oriiHni/.atu>n may be puj^ed from the. faef 

eation betwt'on the Verdun salient and the rest that on an a\’eraj;<‘ joiiria^y of 70 kiloiiH’triN 

of Kranee. As a mat ter c»f fmd. the arrangements n <lay 2,000 heetoIitr<‘s of motor ai>jrit, 2tMi 

iiuule h)r the n^-vietnailing' (d tiu* <lefeurlers »)f ln*etolitres of oil, and 2,000 kilogrammes »>f 

N’erdim worked adiiiirably. It was cpiite elear grease uere iK'eessary. 'i'his snpply of trao'- 

that any attat'k iij)oii Vh'rduii w (add be aeeom- port was (adirely snpt)h5nienfary to the 

paiiieTl by a \(Ty vi()l(‘iit hombardiui'nt of the exi'-fing motor force's of the fortitied n'gion 

Verdun-J^aris main line, wliieli wotdd, if it did of Verdun and tin* army of Die Argmuie. 'I'he 

not interj’iipt eommunic'afion eompleteh'. mak*' eonimittee got to work be'fore Die batth* liegari. 

it at any rate extrenu'ly diOieult. Ther*' re- and after close ('xainination (d (he situatieui it 

maiiied ofdy (he small raihva\'from liar*l('-l )ne, w as d<*ei<led in principle (liat the Dar-le-Due 

wiiieJk was j)la(M}y inade(|uate (o me.a Die railway sjjoidd be used only for food supplies, 

reepiiremeiits of a large force' during a period and that the iiadors sliould he r(*.serv('d as far 

of int(‘iist‘ aeti\ ity. 'Die Denc'ral Staff decided as p(>ssihh'for the Irnnsport-(d troops, munitions 

that the hest \va\’ of su[>plem(‘nting Dm' yield .and enginei'ring matxa'ia!. Jt was further 

of Die lku-le-|)ue railway was to organize d'cieled that the whole n('tw'(»rk of roads around 

ail " intensi\ e " system of road transports. At Nh'rdun ^'hould Ix' (ailirc'l.v closed to all wheeled 

11h‘ beginning (d lA'hriiary a special committee traflk' saAt' (haf of the army motor-ears, Tlie 

was appointed to take charge of the whole transport columns, it was (h'termined, should 



hOMUAKUlNG THE GERMAN TRENCHES, 
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not, a<? was customary when such units roach 
the zone of (ire, unload into horse vehi<!los, 
but should unload at once into special depots 
of munitions and material. 

The tjuostioa of traflie control and of road 
repair was also important, and a regular road 
police was {rrganized. There woro about 
76 kilometres to bo covered by car. 'J’his 
distance was split up into sections, each plived 
under t he control of an officer, and the day and 
night duty of this nature required the services 
of 1100 officers and men. 

This organization was ordered to begin 
jperat.ions at noon on the second day of tfio 
Gennau offensive. In less than four hours the 
great circuit, had been cleared of all extraneous 


time to look after it. Mfficn the road showed 
signs of giving way under this constant grinding 
of heavy traffic, a squad of military road- 
menders was t here at oneo making rough and 
rctuly repairs to the surface. Day and night 
t his service of motor-cars, which had converted 
t he Verdun road into a kinil of moving platform, 
bore up to the front its load of shells, its burden 
of <-hoerful, resolulo pollu-n, its cargo of eager 
V-I’s. S<ane idea of the capacity of this rather 
hastily organized .servieo eon be gained from 
the figures of traffic hiindlod in the first fortnight 
of md.ivity, wlien tons of munitions were 

cn.rricd and unloaded at the various siqiply 
.spots. The kiloiiK'tric tonnage ainonntcd to 
about 3,00f),000, or an nwrage of about 



FRENCH CAVALRY ON THE WAY TO VERDUN. 


traffic : the road had become a railway. Lord 
Norf.hcliffe, in his telegram to The Timr.s of 
March 6, thus described this .service at work : 

Ah niuht falls wo coino acroas our first convoy of tho 
gn'at. Iiooilod m'ltor iorrios. which rny companion conut-od 
by tho thonHiiiiil while wc with on our way hotween 
Paris and tho Menso. d’ho war lias roduood motor 
transfiort to a sciiuico. and in no way is Kroncii otficiency 
bolter dcTrioostralod than in tho manner in which 
they have added to Iho carrying capaciiy of thoir 
railways and groat canals. They have ntilizod Ihonsands 
of miles of poplar and lime lined roinis fur niechanical 
transport at 15 inilos ao hour. On one road alone wi' 
counted 20 motor ooovoys, oaoh ooin()nso<l of about a 
Inindrofl wagons, and t>ach srou(i iii(lica|.isf hy sonti 
•implo mii'li. such as a Jour-ieaved shami'ock, an uoo 
of hourls. or u oonu't. 

When «. car failed no time was lost in lengthy 
repair ; it was just tumbled st.raight off the read 
into a tlittdi and left there until the army had 


200,000 kilouiotric tons per day. The average 
daily journey of emli car was 1.5.'> kilometres, 
and in a fortnight tho cars specially told off for 
rnimitions transport alone had covered 1,200,000 
kilometres. In tlic same period litO motor I'ur 
groups, sjtecially aff'ectert to tho transport of 
men, had carried into the tliroatrmod salient 
some 2.')0 battalions, or close n|)on 200.0()Q,mcn. 
Jn aildition to all tliia specializcil transport, the 
,siT\'ice also act.ed as a gcui'rai Carter Paterson 
for the army, medical stores, .slighlly wovmdcd. 
and tlie civilian population being evacuated, and 
carried to tho oxtout of 200,000 tons (A'anatorinl 
and 10,000 mon. To jmt these ix'snlts info 
railway figures, t,hc traffic imndled in that 
one fortnight rcfircscnted the capiwity of 15 
trains a day in (swli direction. Seventeen 







A Kupply of shells ready tor transport to the batteries. Centre picture: Dispatching shells 

to the batteries. 
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BEFORE THE BATTLE: A VfRW OF VERDUN. 
Showinf( the Cathedral and the River Meuse. 


liiiridrotl lorries coverotl the rotifl etudi diiy in 
eaeli fJireetion, so that the average intensity of 
traflle was one lorry every 2!i seeonils. Tliis 
result was achieved in spite of exeessively 
had weather eoiiditioiis, in spite of snow and 
heavy frosts. It was but fitting that (leneral 
Joffre should have roeogniztal the devoted .serv’iee 
of the motor-ear sc-etions in a speeial Order of 
the Day. for it was largtdy duo to their efforts 
that the P'reneh were able to builil up along the 
l*op|)er and Douauinont Kidgos the barrier 
against whieh tlie (Jernmn assaulting wave 
beat in vain. 

'rlie. Oerrnans, from the very outset of the 
offensiv-e, indei-d before the twdua! |)r<»puratory 
bombardment had begun, endeavoured by 
•every means in tlieir powi'e to interfere with 
Kreneh comnumientions. The great /eppelin 
exeursion, whi<-h ended in the de.struetion of 
one of Oerrnany’s most modern airships at 
Uevigny, was the beginning of tliis attiu-lr upon 
the rail centres of the Kreneh, and wlien the 
ttorrnan ht^avy and fii'ld artillery o|iened fire 
upon the first-line t.renebe.s of the Kreneh, 
their long-range guns began a. systi-niatie 
bombardment of the whole of the i-ounfry to 


the .south, Verdun, the Mmise bridges, and the 
I'aris-V'erdun railway receiving speeial atten¬ 
tion. , 

The town of Verdun it.self had for many 
months lain at the mercy of the (iernian artil¬ 
leryman, who, whatev'er oia‘ may think of the 
tJerman matlness of destriiel ion, usually has 
method when he sets to work, and, no u-seful 
military object being attainable by an isolated 
bouibardinent of tlie town uneonneeteil with 
active military o|M>rnti<ins in the field, the 
(If-rni'ins had contented them.selves, before 
the attack, with sending a few long shots into 
the town. Verdun paid the prici' of its proud 
position as a sentiiu^l on the eastern frontier. 
It shared the fate of Ypri's, t>f -Arras, and of 
Heims. Mr. Warner Allen, the representative 
of the llritish Press with the French .Anny, 
de.scrit)iug the homhardnieiit of the town and 
its approaches, wrol<i : 

'I'lie air was Irrinltling with tlir nois,- af the haUlc 
that w-as ragiaw. f.vrii Him- tivr iiuk-s ii\pi.y Has 
noise of the (Inman artillery wh.s ttrafoniiig. For 
ininiilcs t(»getli('r it was ahsohitoly a routiinioiis rrasi) 
ii(ion croBti lual hang upon Imiiu'. lingo (terinaii sht-IlH 
hnrHting in anti all rouinl the tow'ii, and tho Fn-noh 
gnn.s aiiHWrting fn m ovory Hlopr. Silrnro Hortneii an 
iinpossihio iiloal. Yt't even otitsiilr the tmvn fri m (imo 
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<0 tim:‘ ihtiii' would coin* a Mihmcc. porlmpu of Iio 
boooj.hI!^, and it wus inoro ntu’vo-rackiuj.' than tho eternal 
bourn of burnliuj; (leriiiiiu nbells and the tromblim* 
of thi' carlii Ijt'uealli tin rey^ly of t.bi' Kn'iieb arlillepy. 
])iiriti^ thf?so silenees rmo was waitin;j; in tenso expecla' 
tioii f<ir the infernal <lin to breal; k)os«' a.raiu. 

Jn tlio town, however, where several bi;» (leitnan 
Khells \vero faiiiii)' t.'very rniniitt;, them is <'oinparativo 
peace. Mfae.cs deadtai '-ouikI to a stirpri-^in,^ extent, 
and in s^aii'^ of tia' Ktnall wiiahntjr streets ot Ver<liin 
<»ne can fancy that the o\)>Iosioiis that are dcstn*yiTni 
house's a lew fiundrcd yards away art.* ni •rely distaiu 
artillery practici*. . . . 

'J’he Ut'nnans an* sliellin«^ the heavily, aial 

ev'cry»)ia* in the town - so ?ar as 1. have soon, Ihcjc aic 
exactly thj*«>c civilian;, jipait from tairse!v<*s lias hee-n 
out to pick up the sftiniters lliaf ar<> r/iiniiit' clown on 
the rootv (jf till' hi^use,-. with a pulterino Hound like that 
o) ram. 

'J'iiis storm of stool fliiii)' its fury o\'('r tlio 
uholo salioiit. It \ias s<> iiuonsi' tlmt at 
momonts and in plaoos only ono in tliroo of llio 
supply ooliunns sont uj) to flio front ovor 
(iot tlioro. Vot tlio work wont on. and lainr 
l)y lionr and day l>y day saw Hit! oonoontratioi; 
of inoro troops ami iiiort! innnilions in tlio 
throatonoil aroa. 'I’lio. J'Vonoh (Ji-noral Stall' 
was nna1>l(> in tlio first two days to dispatoh 
to tlio Vonliin sootor all its aviiilulili; rosorvos. 
Tlio intoiitioiis of tlio onoiny woro liy no iiioatis 
I’ortain. 'I'lio attiu'k upon V’ordiiii, it was trno. 
Iioyan with a froTnomlons power and viyoiir. 


lint until till! sooontl or tliinl day it was still 
opon to tho onoiny to olmnj»o his ohjoolivo, 
to royard Vi'rdnii ns u feint, ami to hrinc; 
the full weight of his olTort to hoar upon 
Nancy, Aniions, or Calais. 'J’lu' duly of tho 
(lonoral Slatl was to niaiiitain an oipail lathnioo 
ot fori'o along tho front, and to mako the 
ripiiMlv (it tho iittnok I'mlor tho oonditions 
of nioiloni warfare it is ossonlial. with tho lingo 
iniissoK of moil t hat have to ho Iransporloil. not 
to displaoo tho ceiitri! of griuity viithoni tho 
oortainly tliiit it has also liooii di^-plaoed 
on tho otlcr side. Tim attaoking force in 
troiioh war is in oonsoijnonoc nearly always 
hound to liavo tho siiproma<-y dnririg the first 
few days of a proIoiig(!d oiloiisive. lamitod 
snooess is assured to him, hut it i.s only if lo' 
is ahio to oxjiloif I fiat .snscoss to its, (Oid. lioforo 
his opponent has disoovorad. tiio slronglh 
arrayed against him. tliaf snooe.ss hooomos vie 
tory. ’.riio Kri’iioh, t.lioroforo, liad to wait 
until they wor. l•OI•t.lin of llio eiioniy's iiitoni inns 
Imfore altoriiig tin. distrihntion of th.-ir forces 
on t he east. 

Wlial was tho jiosilion of Ih.' (iiTiiitins ? 
To place against tho ono nnrrow gauge Kronoh 
railway they had no less than 14 raihiays. 
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fhench troops with scai.inc ladders. 


Thoy had boon iihlc, having tfic iniliativo, to 
j)n*)mr(» for nutiiy months hofor** Mu* tho 

shook au*u>y wliitdi was to (‘arry it through. 
Follo>vmg tlu? juroodoiit of tJu*ir ofTvnsivo of 
Oo<ol>or, ItMl, fho oncmy ttioir inuiu>- 

diato ro(iuir<*iu<*iits at four arttiy coi]»s. "I'lu^y 
won* n(» longer able, tv*? tliey had been tlu'ii, !<► 
htriu fresh organi/ations, but had to ass(*nilde 
the tiew army from diffen'iit |)<ants nf the 
front. In Kussia tlie nu^rgin of safety had very 
acjarly ht'en ri«u*hod, and it was mainly from 
tho Western fjont Mint tlio liigher <‘ommnnd 
drew its Vordiin supplies an<J men. The 
15fc}i Corps was taken away from the* 4th Arm>' 
in front of the British ; Mu^ I8th ( ViPps from the 
'Jrul Artny oti tlu^ Somme; the 7»h Deserve 
Corjis from the 7t)i Army ou the Aisiie ; and 
tho *lrd Corps was hronght htwk from Serbia. 
A<‘<u>rding to IVl. liitiou, whose writings t»n the 
Jhvlt le of Vertlun gained him a. great reputation, 
tile. 7th Kenervo Corps left tlie Aisne touards 
Mio end of October, 1915, so tliat it may be 
stated with some certainty that tho prtJiiaratitin 
of an offensive was begun by tho th.^rmans 
unmediatoly after the French ufleiiHive in the 
Chaini>agne. The work of resting and training 
the troops whicli wore t.o be ealled upon lo 
make this fresh gigantic effort, therefore, took 
some Miree or four months. At the same t inu*, 
as has already been j ointed out, heavy art illery 
wtis brmight ba<;k from tho Serhian nn<l Hussian 
fronts, and a«H?ujnulated in the n^ar of Verdun. 

When the battle was begun the (tennan 
order of battle, according to Lord NorthclifTe’s 
t4‘]egram to Thv TrtndH. was as follows : 

'J’ho (Jeiniati or»t«jr of bftitlo on Fobnmry 21 running; 
eaHtwardH from a point north of VarennoK coriipriMod 


on thn «*xtn*in»* llornum r»u4»t ihr 7th lt<*-t»*rvr 

ot 1 ho 2iol J.iiii<lw«'hr IhsUion. (h«< llth 
Ift'.survo l>i\i--ioti, ihr J-th ItfMTvo in 

t h« onli'i* J iiirmn 1 lio Jitjht ioii t hi* I ft h Itosorvo 

llivi-iion im umlorsloinl to fmvo Ihm*ii rrliovoil hy i h»* 
22iul IHvisoMi. lcnfn»'>lmf‘*tv ln*toro t.lto 

hn«* to tin* norih-i'ii.Mi ol \‘i*nhm l«i>- tfu* f4th 
J*i*>rr\*' l*i\’i-.ion, with tin* Ttli Ki‘.«'*r\r I’iO-p- nii<i ll»o 
Jlifi JhiAitnaii Kt*.'-iT\« in 'I’lu* m 

Ircioprf woi'o un thr ri/hl of wliat ihmv I.. itio 

fi'iilr.'il force. Next to them wsn the Isili 

forj>-. tin* Hnf (‘orp-i. tin* J ol Ji fNjrp-;, leul tho lhnni’:.iii 
l''.T~.ni 7 . J>i\isio)i in till* ontnr svhih* ol 

Ktiiin iu the t\ ocvri* wen* r»iiv'«‘il t Im .'*ih I ..ei< I \v«*lif 
l»i\i,.i«m, dio ."it h Army Cutjih, ami tho Iheanan 

C'orp.s i.ij>|»o...ile J’‘j*i‘.iiiCh. 

Tlui French Intclligonco I)i‘|>ii7'(mi'iit. wns 
niif ninllj iiwnro of this coucoiiti'atioii of (rooiis. 
It. know, for iiistiincc, thnt tho Uni <*or|>.s mil 
the 7th Itoscrvo Corp.s roivsficil tho Vorihiii 
front ou Fohniary 8, that tho 13th Corjw wiim 
iiiovcil lip on ttio lltti, ttmt iu tlio’districts 
of I ftimvillcrs, Vilic, Ammiics, iiud tlioiiiilly 
tliiTC vviiH n grout, coiicoutnition of trooiis 
fthoiit this ))criod, imil thnt. tlio Groniilty wood 
WH.S tilled witli lioiivy artillory, inchnliiig sc\oriil 
picco.s of 380 and 420 niillirnetros. 

Tlio Frcucti, ttioroforo, stroiigtficnod tlicir 
central iirinios. Ilctwoou Fohruary It and 
]''ohruary 16 six divisions of infantry, six 
regiments of heavy artillery, as well as special 
tieavy guns and fii'avy armoured trains, were 
sent to reinforce ftie ^’ol•dnn armios. Finn,lly 
eu tlio eve of tlio fiormaii attack, ou Fiiliruary 
20, a furtlior division was sent up, and two 
army corps wore oiderod to lliu'-lo-IJiic luul 
Iti'ivigny. ■ 

These forces had been unequal to the task 
of holding the first defences of tlie Krencli 
line, and by February 25 the French hail been 
forced back to tho Pepiier and Douaunioiit 
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Kid^t-s. 'J'Jio hitiuitiun was jx'rlinps tJw 
w)iii?li‘had canfroiilod tlio Fmnch (Jonoral StaM 
simto tfie <lark days <»f CUuvrioroi. Fv«tv 
possibility )ia<i to be foresoon. }iotroat- nix! 
the n!>a.n<U)iiinont of tiu' bank of tlx- 

AloijKe was t)i'5 first of tla^so [>o.ssibilif 
'rfio first, tbut is t (» say, in tbo urgonry of si n i l 
w/)rk troop.s hoUiing the Woiwro trofu-bxs 

to f lic oust of f bo town Wort, tficrcfort', brought 
on to fiat Moiiso heights, wht'noo tlioir rotroni 
was r<*iu!on*d inoro easy. An army w as raf>idly 
foriiioLt on lh(' loft lamk of the rivor, with lli ' 
duty of oovoriiig sncli a. roil n‘at, and of ih'ftaidiiig 
I hti IVh'Usf'. Moaiiw’iiilo fn^sh tn>ops woo- 
burriotJ over tiu* rivor, mid (Jonoral C’asioliiau. 
a<-ti)ig inulor t ho onl<*rs of (h'lx'nd JofTro. loft 
for Vor«hin, enlrustod with full powers to deal 
with tho orri(‘rgoney wliieli taut arisen, lb' 
found the situation far from reassuring. 
Uluinlors hail Im-oii i-ommitti d ; tIxTO had boon 
weakness m the ('onimand, faltering omt vital 
<l«'eisions, but still fix' l*’r<.*ix-h lino, alliiongh 
driveti ba<-’k, liad betm ix'itIxT ^•nt nor ovor- 
whohned. It liold. ind<*oci, positions ineoinpar- 


ably bolter tiiau tliost‘ Iroiii which the French 
had beou driven. 'J’h«;re wemeit, nxireover, to 
he promise t>f a respite fn.au ilio terribly eon 
('ontrattMl fire of the (h^nuan hea\y artillery, 
'rhe eajitiire of some fiv(* miles of country 
mado it uocessary for the German lieavy 
artillery to ho bnajglit forward, and the dilli^ 
eulties of ailvaneing li<‘avy artiM<’ry ov’er ground 
such as u mod<*rii bombardment oreab's are 
bettor imagined than de.seribed. It was <Ie- 
terjiiiue<l to jirotit. by this slight d<*lay to take 
in haixl tile vig<a*ous organi/alion of tIu* 
Donanmont dcfenei-, to replae<’ the worii-oiit 
tfjHips who had Ikx-u fighting since Fehntary 
21, and t<» make a ili'tiiiite stand on the right 
bank of tJie river. \\ ith eharaeteristie «‘ourag* 
aixl deeision tho French took energetic iMdi^ n 
to givo to tho Operations a more resolut*- 
fharaeter and a more del ermita'd leading. On 
tlx* evening of F<‘))ruary 25, a.s the result of 
<ien<‘ral ( asteiiiairs \isit. and survey of tlx* 
situation. General JVitain. (Ix*n eonimatiding in 
tlx* Gliampugrio, arriveil to take ovt*r direei 
control of tlx* ilefenco of Verilun. 



BEHIND THE FIGHTING-LINE. 
Serviojt out hot soup to the French troops* 
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IV'tahi was iiii <.>f1io<'ir of a typt^ (In* 
onfire oxistoiico t»f vvlji<?h was iiukiiowii not only 
to forfigners, hnf to tho Kn^uch tl»ams<'lvos. 
At the boginniiig of tlie war ho was just ono 
of liiwulroils of oolorifls wlio w*or'> about to 
rotiro, tho joulousi»‘s political an<l religious 
passion having barrod the road to high ofliro in 
his profession. Ho had sjaait his time in tho 
army quietly, seeking ii(?itlier notoriety nor 
fiUiio, but conacioritiously perhaniing his 
r«»gimental Halites, sparing neitlier biniself nor 
his men in t-ho strict perfornianee of duty. 
The fact that ^aviiig to his strong rtdigious 
views (he was a <l<*vout Koniiin (-athoUc at a 
time w’hen war law! not taught t oloraiioo) ho had 
becMi j)assed ov't^r in iJie promotion lists, tho 
freqiuait use of a sonnwvhal ironical wit, gave to 
Ills charai.*ter a flavour of hittorncss, a toucli of 
coldness* and this impression, upon thost* w’ht» 
came in <H>ntact with liirn, was increased )>y 
I he austerity of hia life. He was a ireiuen<l<Mis 
worker* and tlavvn found liim more frecpiently at 
bis w<»rk-lable than betwei'n the sheets. 

At the outbreak of tlie war he i'oinjnandcd 
fiia regiment during the Charleroi retreat, and 
nis eunduet riien marked him out for promot ion, 


which in tfioso days of wholt^sale removal of 
gf'nerals was not lacking. Vt'ry rapitlly (General 
IVjfain g<»t his brigade, and the step thus given 
liim earried him to the great May offensive in 
the Arlois. Here, for the first time, a new 
school of trench vv'arfaro tacties showed itself* 
and General IVdain was its most successful 
exponent.. Jfc, ihoih; tlian any one, was re¬ 
sponsible for tho snceivsscs of that otTensivc, and 
recognition came to liim wit h sj>oed. On tho do 
jiariiire of Castelnau to tako ovc^r eoinmand of 
the Centro Group of Armi(*s in the ('ha,mj>agntj 
IVdain assumed coininand of the 2nd Army. 
When Castelnau had complett^l his plans 
for I he (diaiiipagne ofTcaisive he naturally’ 
<*alled uj»on l*etair» to assist in their 4'xecutieii. 
In tho Cliampagni' oflensive JVMain again 
dist inguisheil himsiOf, and w Iw'n Cast<'hia.u 
lf‘ft to take ov<*r his now ilulit's as (.Mii<‘f of I in* 
(ioneral Stall General Cetain a.gain.suce<‘<^<l(‘d him 
ill the comriiaial of I lie ( Naitre Group of Armies. 

Ho very soon made his presenc«.‘ b-ll in his 
new’ position. Surrounded by his outi staff he 
immediaU^iy’ M«*t |4> work on tb<‘ great task of 
slopping the G<‘rman adyance. WeM migb( it 
liavo bet'Ti said of the !»attl»‘ of N'erdiin as it 



UNDER HIRE IN THE FRENCH TRENCHES. 

A Aoldier about to fire an aero«torpedo under the direction of a French officer. 
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FRENCH RESERVES NEAR VERDUN. 


wiiKof dll' lindln of tlio Murin'. Unit tho moment 
hinl eomo (o turn iind In ilie riidier than to 
yii'li) another inch of firinmd. The moment 
was one of those f;reat. moments of liistory 
when peoples eidier fail throiinh ( heir fiesitatiiif; 
weakness or put forth their strenRtli in (he 
(jnal effort. as does the runner nearing the 
(ape demand (fom his heart a last effort. 

Alri-ady help was on the way, a division of 
the 20th I’orjis having erossed (fie river 
and (aken up a position on the right hank. 
Other (ro?)ps wore on (he move, but thronghont 
(h^ 2.">(h,+>efore the new ehangea eould take 
effeet, the enemy I'ontinned to progress along 
(he eentfo. Ey two o’eloek, .after a tremondona 
onslaught, ridge .‘(44 fell into tlio hand.s of tho 
Oermans. By nigldfall hoth slo|>es of (ho 
ridge were oeenpied by Gei-maii troo])s and 
far( her along tlieeentre (liey got within striking 
dislanee of the key to (fie whole ))osition the 
great Donainnont plateau upon the top of w hieh 
stoo^l tlie first of the old ring of Verilun forts. 
Tfiis Douaimiont position eonsisti'd. going from 
west to east along (he plateau, of tlie \'illage of 
Donanmont. a redoubt, and the fort- of Donaii- 
inont. The attaeks upon tliis position wero 
earrieii .through with eompleto disregard of 
losses. Wave after wave of infantry surged 
up the sfopes anil through (he ravine which 
si-arred the plateau, onlytomi'lt away before (lie 
pitiless maehine guns and 75'8 of the French. 


Witfi a final eonvulsivo effort a small detach¬ 
ment of the 24th Hrandenburgors managed to 
roach tho fort of Douauinont itsolf. Victory 
■seemed to lie within their grasp. But while 
throughout the world tho Teuton was trumpet¬ 
ing his triumph the fihuis laid hurriedly hy 
IVitain wero beginning to yield ri'sults. Fresh 
troops, amongst them the famous 20th Corijs, 
wero i>ouring along (ho “moving platform’’ 
of the mot,or transport on the Verdun road, 
and when daw’U broke on the 2(!th the (Jeruians 
were I'onfrontod with new men and with new 
minds. A aeries of fi.'roeious anil admirably 
timed eoimter-attaek.s drove tho enemy back 
beyond tho Douaiimont fort, and, from that 
momenf on. battered and shaken (hough (he 
French line was at this poiid, i( never yiekloil 
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FRENCH TROOPS OFF TO THE FKJHTING-LINE. 
Motor convoys passinfi throufSh a ruined village. 


F'iglitirig oonfinnod with npiialling intonsity 
utitil tiin 2!itli. It oontrod nminly njion tiic 
\ illiigf! of Doiianinont, Bitimtoi) about (i0(» 
yards wi>st of tho for(. Had the ononiy 
i>ocn able to oarry this point, ho would 
hiivo iioon abl<‘ to exploit a?id onlargo tho 
oxtroinoly jirocarions liold fho Brantlonbiirgors 
hud got vii>on tho fort of Douauinont. 

Tlio villago was hold by ono of tho finest 
rogiiixnits in Krimoo. which arrived at its 
position on tho evening of Kt'bniary 24, aftiT 
two days’ inarch. .Atter a night in tho ojicn 
tinder hoa\y snow thty w<>rc fiiibjcclod to a 
day’.s fiorci- bomiinnlinonl, an<l towards throe 
in tho afternoon they .-•■aw thi' first, five or six 
wavo.s of the (iernmn assault moving <ait 
towards thorn under cover of what an ollicer 
do.scribod as a moving wall of slirapnol, tiio 
enemy artillery k<s-]iing its fire just in front of 
its ailvnncing infantry throughout tho attack. 
Tho boinfianlinerit to which the villago had 
lioon sufijoctoP. had b<x-n so systematic that 
tho CJormans wem entitled to tlieir surprise 
when from tho smoking ruins they wore greeted 
with stoinly and deadly rifle and machine gun 
fire. 'I’h<- first wave rech-d under tfie fire, 
stofiped its Oflvance, eomniunioated its panic to 


those coming behind, and finally tho whole 
advancing force turned tail and (led in di.sorder. 

To the left the .secouil regiment of the brigade 
had an even harder struggle, but managed to 
hang on to its |)osilion.s throughout the day. 
'J'hon after another night, filled with more 
horrible discomfort than the first, spent witlaait 
food undi'r the snow in the ruined f»rmhou.s('s 
which M’cre incessantly jiounded by lieax’y slyll. 
the brigade awoke to even (li'rcer striiggk's. 'I'o 
the. right of tho brigade a battalion ot Moorish 
troops, caught under the nerve-destroying 
bembardments of iflWs, showed signs of panic. 
A reservist captain who had spent some tim • in 
F'rance’s African colonies rushed forward fnan 
the neighbouring regiment to steady them, 
shorning to them in Arabic. 'I’hi' men ri'turneil 
with such dash that (heir olficers had difliculty 
in iireventing them from going too far in ad¬ 
vance. The village was t hus fought for through¬ 
out thris’ days. On the 2(lth the double attack 
broke down completely. On the 27tli the first 
attack carried the enemy into tho ^village, 
M hence h(< wn.s thrown again aft er bloody hand- 
to-hand fighting. 'J'Ih' (iermans sneceeded. 
however, in capturing a redoubt to the w<>st of 
tho village. Here, again, automatic coiintei'- 
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at.tiu'k clrove him out,. The afteriioou of tlie 
.27Ui a aeeoud furious assault again led to hand- 
to-hand fighting. A third attacdi the same 
afternoon was unable to reaeh the French 
trenches, the advancing (^olumn.s being literally 
criLslied by P’ronch artillery fii-e. On the 28th 
the (iennans attackofi on both sitl(>.< of the fort. 
They succeeded in carrying the village of 
Douautnont. but were umihle to hold it, an<l to 
the east of the fort they cajiturcd La Cailhdte 
wood, where also they were unable to hold on. 
'I'hroiighoiit the 29lh they attacked again with 
never-failing men and de<-ision. 'J'hcn cam(< a 
• paii-si-, the most, signiMcant |)ause in battle 
.since the war began, for it marked the end of 
the first [lortion tif thi.s titanic struggle and the 
failure of the tiernam battering ram to force 
a way by brute slriaigth of numbers and brute 
weight of gunfire through the eastern gate of 
Kranc<> at the iioint where they them.-iclves 
cf>nsi(lercd their chances were licst. The 
further dev<'lo)aueMt of the battli’ followeil the 
ti‘xt-books. Aftia' the sledge hammer blow on 
t be c(mtiv came attacks on the wiia’s. Hut 
the one condition of tlu' text bofiks and of 
Micce.ss, namely xii'tory in the centre, was 
missing. 

There are ceefnin aspects of the lirst fiart of 
the battle of N'erdun which mav now be eon- 
.■#iiercd, lea\ mg the emtrse of the snbscfjuent 


vast aial important o)>erations for treatment 
lafi'r. 

'.Phe (lerman efftirt at \'erdun was c<>rtainly 
tlu'. most, determined military enterprise re¬ 
corded in the war up to that tlate. It was 
iweompaniod by an mteiisity of slaughter, a 
wildne.ss of buteher_v whicli up till thou had 
not boon imagiia-d pos.sible. It was also 
accompanied by a riot of oflieial lying to-- 
which history has no precedent. In days wlaai 
the communications were slow and faulty there 
have been oeca.sions on which a deliberate 
falsehood as to the- fortunes of battle inii'hl 
ha\e had a definite effect ujion the jiolitieal 
asjiei-t of war. The vc'rv imjirovements of 
science —telegraph, telephone, wirele.ss, and 
the jirinimg press—have .so tremenitously 
shorteia'd the jiroc<‘.ss ot traiemifting and dis¬ 
tributing la'Ws tbat it. would .seem at first sight 
as though a. falsehood must have been depriviil 
of even m aneiitary virtue. It was one of the 
achievements of th<‘ (ierman (ieneral Staff, 
aided by a blunder of the Fn-nch ticni'ral Stat'l. 
to show, in the coursi' of the battle for Verdun 
that if their lie were only big enough it woiilil. 
thanks to scieni'c, resound throughout the 
world, heartening thi’ir friiaiils, dismaying the 
enemy, aial striking the trembling neutral into 
fri'sh if awful admiration of thi‘ might of 
(h-rmanvs “strong: arm." I’aralh'l with the 
I'erduii offen.'-ive there was waged by (lermany 



ON THE ROAD TO VERDUN. 

French convoys carrying fresh troops to the iigbtin^-line. 
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nil orfpiisivo of falHohood. Its first rniinifosta- 
tion was to bo found in the oflieially iiLspiroiI 
<'Omtrients of the Gonnan Press, wliich tlirougU 
its military eritics invited the florman public to 
see in the tnanendous happenings of the fii'st few 
days around Verdun nothing but a mild stirring 
of the Gennin giant from his winter sleep. 
Tho opornfions were due to nothing more 
grandiose than a doau"o “ to rectify ” the 
German front. When their hopes beitaine 
higher the offensive Mas admitted, liut still it 
was a ilefensive olTensivo. They had no inten¬ 
tion of taking Vordun, but only ot antieipating 
a groat h'reneh offensive against .VI(?t/., and had 
only desired to forestixll any movi'ment on the 
part of the Allies. Thi-y were afraid to raise 
hopes too high. Then as sneei-ss followed 
sueeess, the whole of the German General Staff 
was apjiarently seized by a mania for men- 
ilaeitv. The first dofiniti- falsehood proclaimed 
throughout the world was tho announeement 
through German M'ireleas, at 2 p.m. on Kebruary 
2.5, ot the caiiturc of (diaintineuville. It took 
ttie Germans tMo days to establish tho truth of 


this announeement. for the French on February 
27 were still in possession ot the village. f)n 
tho same day tho Germnn.s claimed 10 , 1(00 
prisoners. The French were unable to discover 
that they had lo.st moro than about .5.000. 
On Februarj' 2(5, at 8..5.5 a.m., German wirelo.ss 
proi'laimed tho c-apturo of the fort of Douau- 
mont, the main pillar of the V’^erdun defehce.s. 
'J’he whole world was shaken by this nows, and 
by an unfortunate blumler the Gorman falsehood 
held the field throughout the world for twenty- 
four hours, (.ho French military aiitliorit ies 
having decided to sustieiiil all telegraphic 
communications with atiroad for a clay. The 
German Kmiiire was moved to transports of 
flelight. The Kmperor received allu.'d mi- 
drosses and eougrutiilations from various public 
boilios. to one of which, the Hrandenburger 
l-andtag. ho had the ignorance or impudence to 
rejily, “ 1 rejoice greatly at. the now and great 
oxampli'. of Brandenburg vigiair and tho faith¬ 
fulness unto death disfilayi'd by the sons of that 
province during the last few ilays in the course 
of the irresistible assault against the most 



ONCE A GERMAN TRENCH. 
Havoc oauaed by a French mine explosion. 
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THE BRANDBNBURGBRS ATTACKING THE DISMANTLED FORT OF DOUAUMONT. 
A sericicof fierce and admirably timed counter-attacks drove the enemy bick beyond the fort, and, 
battered and abaken thonfih the French line was at this point, it never yielded. 

powerful fortress of our ehitif etietuy. Mny info the half-abniKlonoiI old fort of DOuaiiinniit 

(3od bless Brnudotiburg and the whole Oortnan the Gormans had capt.iiroii the most powerfiii 

fatherland.” Evert the gravity of history may fortress of their chief enemy. All the mort! 

perliaps be permitted to, relax into a smile arausemout is to be found in tins Tm|iertal fib 

at the attempt made by the German General when it is remembered that it was the. Germans. 

Staff and by the Gennan Emperor to convey to tlaanselves who, by their 17-inch guns, had 

the world at large that in la.unching a few m‘-n shown the French at Li<'*ge, Antwcrj), Xainiir,. 


/ 
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Maiiboiige, nnrl Loiigwy, that the forts which 
were niocieru on August 3, 1914, Ijad ceased to 
possess military value of any sort on Aiigust 4. 
'J’he Paris <'orresj>ondenf of The TimcK, writ ing 
on Fehruary 27, said, “I have visited the 
whole zfuiH of tho Imttlc and 1 <'an vouch for 
till- fact that tlie Douuurnonl. fort ceased to 
exist in tho fortn which the Oornmn com- 
miniiquS endoavoura to give it many months 
ago.” 

The whole episode, possessed tliough it was 
<>f a comic side to those who knew the facts, 
might have had a serious oficet, both upon 
(lerman internal conditions and upon neutrals 
and idso upon civilian worn/ in the allied coun¬ 
tries, had not tho French Government, by 
giving to Lord NorthelifTe full t'aeilities for 
jiroceeding to the Vi'rdun front and viewing the 
situation for hitnseff, taken the best ste|)s to 
catch up the lie. Tho m-tion was porhajis the 
best recognit ion given to the value of the Press 
as a ]iart of the fighting forces of tho Allies. 
,St('ps were taken t.o ensure the sfieedy trans¬ 
mission of J..ortl Northcliffe’s Ih'st dispatcdi to 
The Timm to all the Icatling papers of the 
worhi. 

d'he dispatch was dated “Before Verdun, 
March 1.” It liegan with a reference to the 


various theories regarding the motives of th(' 
German offensive, and proceeded : 

From the ovi<looce of Gorman dfwertors it known 
that the attack wan orij^iiially intondetl to take place a 
rnonih or two hgneo, when tho jjround was <lry. l*re- 
fiiatur<‘ npriiiK caiiftod tho (h'rinauM lo accelerate their 
plans. 1’hero were two final d<*layH owiiij; lo had 
tvcatlutr, and then came the coloNMal onMlaii^ht- of 
l<'»‘l)runry 3i. 

'fho OennanB matlo a roo< 1 iiiniiy of th<' faults we maiUt 
at Galliprili. Tiiey announced that Hometlli||^ lar^c whm 
pondiiif? by eloNing ihc SwI.h-s froiilitir. 'I'hc French were 
al.-^o fully wnrnfMl hy their own astute Jnteiiigence 
I>«*partrneiit. Thoir orton# were not iille, and. if eon- 
tirination were needed, it. was given by deaerterH, wh<», 
Hurmising llie horrors that were to come, enipt out of 
the trenches at night, lav down hy tho edge of the Meuse 
till the morning, and then gave themselves uj>, together 
with information that has since proved to he accurate. 
Things went wrong with tlie (lurmans in otli<a* ways. 
A Zeppelin that was to have blown up impurtant railway 
jiiiH'tionH im the French line <if cointniinicalions w’as 
brought down at Uovigny, anil incidentally the inhaht' 
tants of wluit remains of that tnuch-l>f>tnhard<'d town 
were avenged hy th*‘ speptacle ol the )»ia/.iiig dirigihl»* 
crashing lo tlie ground and the hoisting with their own 
potarrls of 3t) llun.s therein, h is not nis'es.miry !•> 
recapiliilat-e that the gigantic eHort of Kc'hniarv 21 was 
frustrated hy the eoolne-.s and tenacity tif the French 
soldiers and tluj diavdiy curtain <*f fire of llM^ Freni'h 
gunners. 

'riioiigh a great deal of caiculatiM) nonsense has been 
sent out in ofticial comruinut/tu's and dil»it<*d n]M»n by 
lilthyfainhic llerlin ru^wspaper correspondents as t<» the 
taking hy sloriri of the long-dioinantIt'il Fort at Donau 
mont, imtliiiig what<*ver has boon admittejl hy tlie 
Gonnans as l o the appalling price in l.»lood I lu'y have paid 
since February 21 and are still paying. 'I’lie French 
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FKFNGH LUiHT RAILWAY AT VERDUN. 


mr. Mtxl liav'o ]^ooiu iiisiLTmlirimt. 1 know fho 
ollinal li^uir. It- han l*y couvoisations 

u itli iru iulMTs ol Iho KroHcli, aii«l AnxTK Hn lioil 

(Voss \>Ihi arr of>\ iou-^ly hi a puKition to know. 

'] hi* uoniuiud whi* pa^N {hroML’h tiair Imnils Imvi*. in 
• many casus. I'omc straii^ht Iruin M)icrc they ha\i' seen 
dead liarinans, a«. has Ikm'ii dc>enhc.l hy scuics ol 
wil ncs'^t"., lyin'.' lay the Prassniii (.JnartI in ilie lir.-a 
h.n t It' ol N 'I'hf t*\'iih'iu'e ol' one army a.s in aimt her 

army’s lonses needs earelul eormlKiratinn, aiel 1 liii\i 
that (n (lie evidiMU’e of many (lerinan priMonei’-. inlerro 
yaled .sliu'iy and iinle|.»rMid«ii(ly u( (lie Kreneh Ifead- 
rjmirlers. • 

licyond this thei>' are the e.ireful eonehi«.ionM. checked 
anil siflcil, of expei'ieiiei'd and enmiieli'ut .soldiers, who 
ha\ee\’ej-y |•(‘a•on not lo uiideriv-tiin.vtu Iho remninin;.; 
stieiL^th ot,lhe enemy. 'J'hc'-e eoiiehi.-iiojis are. rungliis. 
tliat of (he (lernnui Corps known to have heen erimi:;ed 
the .h‘d and iHili ('orps ha\'e hi>en entiri.dv nsml up, or 
*’ spiral," a.s the miliinrv phrase ;,:oe,-.. The 7ih llc.-erM- 
1 orp.s has lost hall, n.nd the 1 Tit h ('orps t hree-i jnart I'rs, oi 
its availidiU' stren;.;ths. Aei'ordin;; (•> these authorities, 
wlio.se opinion. J repeat, eaii he taken as erring on the 
side of prudeiiee, llie (lernein loree.^ had h\ tlie evenin,: 
of Mareh ll " u.siul up,” in aihlitioii to thosn airemly 
iiienliontsl. a part of the J Jdth l)i\ i.ston. t)ie ,^»t[i Ke.eiae 
Corps, and the Havarian Phwil/ Jhvision, without lakiii-- 
into i#eoilii1 the Iomsi's ol otlii'r reinloreeinent.s, vt hose 
preseiieo on the hadleheld has tiot yet heen delinitely 
a.^eertained. 

More direct, tluui;.'h possibly U’ss reliahli*. evidence 
was «eeur<'d hy tjue.Miomti;^ elo.sidy a nmnlier oS iJie 
tiermau priHonors.^ Anions them were men trom all 
parts of the Kmpire. Alsatians, Poiiu'ramans. Hessians, 
t>ilesiaii,s, ^\us.sian.s, Hanoverians. Havarian.s, Wnrtem 
burgers, ai.ui Vru.ssian J'oles. all related e.vperienee.s 
ideutieal in MClh.stanee, I hough %arynig in detail. 

The ease of one man holongiug lo Hu* 3rd Hattalion of 
the l2Hi Kogiinoiit of Uh; fllh Ihvishm of the 3rd Army 


Corps may be taken as eharacteristi*-. t)n the morning 
ol Kebriiary 2H Hiis prisoner reached the Kort ot Honan- 
moiil and tonnd (here one hattalion of the 2'lth Kegiment, 
eletui'iils of the G4th ftegiinent and of the 3rd Hattalion 
of .lager. The strengtli of lus company had heen, on 
Kehruary 21, nlies with four olhi'erB. t)n Kehruary 
22 it had fallen to 70 rides, with one othf“er. Tlie olher 
companies had snllered similar lo-..se,s. On Kehruary 23 
the prisoner'- company wa^ ri'iiiforeed hy 4.”) men. hearing 
the nuinhers uf the 12th. the 52nd, the dfith, ami the 
20.)th Uegiments. d'hese men had been drawn from 
varioii*^ di'pol.s in (he interior. 'I’lu* men of the J2th 
Kegunent helieyeil Hnit live regiments were in reserve 
in the woods hehmd the 3rd Corps, but, as time went on 
and los-er, inrn*n.Ke.l without any sign of the uetual 
pre-enee of these' r<*serv<*s, iiunht spreiwl wliethi*r they 
were really in eNi.sienee. 'I’he pris«aier deelareil iliai his 
comrade.- were no lonyer eapalile of fresh elYort. 

None ol the prisoners ipiesiioned estiniaied llu* los.ses 
-nifered hv their eouipauies at le-> than one third tif the 
loin) elfeeiive.s. 'I'aking into iieeoimi all availal'le 
iodteal inie-, it mav' sati'ls he assumed that, during: the 
figlitiiiu of lln* last 13 «lav-. the (Jeniuiii'- have h.st iii 
killed, wounded, and pru-oiier- at li'a-.t JtMi.tMfl men. 

rile piMhl- as the soldier .speak- el -iueh matter- -- 
hem,.: -o small, what then are the o\ r*r\\ helniin*' motive- 
thai im])e! the attack on \ erdun, and (he ehieatiery ot 
tile (Jerman r>)intniniir/iii s *' .... It cannot Iw pre¬ 
tended that tl'.e atiai'k ha- in it anvthiiiL' ot iiiditary 
iie<-e,s,-.it \ . It wa- ur_reil forward u( a time of year when 
weather eondiium- mi;:ht tuove. a.- the\ have proved, 
a si'rioiis handicap in .--m h m.*tter.- as ihe moving of In;,; 
gim- and the e-senlud ohservation hv aemplan* s. 'Ihe 
dt-tncL of \ erihin he. in one ol the coldest and al‘-o the 
most misty sei'tor- in (he liaig line hetwei'ii Xu*iiport and 
Swity.erlaud. ('hangesnl temperat lire, loo, are somew hat 
more frequent here than cl.-^ewhen i<l nulden iir 
tlu'sc changes that not long ago here oeenrreil on a jiarl 
ol the front one ol Nature's Innoiis and ronumtie 
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retniiulerM of bc^r power t o iinpo$^e her will. The opposing' 
KrtMU'h ttud Cienuaii trencher, their parapets hard frozen, 
are so close that they are actually withiu hearing of oiu'h 
other. Towards dawn a rapid thaw set in. 'Jli© 
parapets molted and Bnhsidod. and two long Uneg of men 
stood up naked* as it were* before ea('h other, face to 
face with only two possibilities—wliolesale murder on 
the one nitle or the other or a temporary unodictal peace 
for the making of frt^Hh parapet protectioris. 

The situation w'as astounding and unique in the 
iiist<»ry of trench warfare, 'i’lm French and German 
oOicors, without conferring and unwilling to negotiate, 
turned their backs ho that they might not see utlicialiy 


so unwarlike a scene, and the men on each side rebuilt 
their parapets without the firing of a single ehot.. 

This inHianvo eervea to illustrate the precarious 
weather in which the Gormans have undertaken an 
adventure in the quick success of which the elements 
play Huolt part, 'lliat the attack would certainly prove 
more costly to them than to the Krencli the German 
Staff must have known. That the sutforings of the 
wounded lying out through the* long nights of icy wind 
in the No Man’s Land betu'cen the lines would be great 
did not probably disturb tlio Crown rrinco. Yet it is.o 
gruesome fact in the historj^ of the war that the French 
peering through the moonlight at what t.iiey thought t(» 



be stealthily crawling th»rnians found thorn to be wounded 
men frtr/en to death. 

During the war, in France and in Flanders, iit camps 
and in hospitals, 1 iiave converseii with at least lUO 
Germans. IVi.sonors* talk is always to ho a<'(*eptod wiih 
great rcson’e, but the prisont'rs of t)»e Verdun (‘ampoign 
liuve HO plainly horror and misery dcpioted upon the.ir 
cuiinteiiaficcs that I need no otlier evidence as to the 
tnigoily through wliieii they have pasHod. 

'J'lio vast battle of Verdun riiiglil ha\ « been aiTanged 
h»r Iho bonetit of interested Hpe<‘tat<>rH, were it not tliat 
the whole /.one for miles around the great MU'iie is as 
tightly clowd to the outer work! us a lodge i>f Frts'rnuMUiH. 
Kurnishoil with every possible kind of pass, H<*('ompiuiit«d 
by a moinher of the French Headquarters SlatY iti a 
military ear driven by a <huutfeur whose steel iielima 
marked him as a soldier, 1 wa« nevertheless )»eld up by 
intrm'iable gi-ndarin(‘s. My colleague, ibe <*bi«‘f of ihe 
foreign departmfMit of The Tiinrn, wlu) assisted mein the 
rrimiy inquiries ] ivas presently allowixl to make in and 
about the but.Ucfiolil, was detaiiM'd uith rue at a p«»int 
Sr* miles away Irom the great seem*. Kven at tltal. 
jb.staiH'e the rnourntiil aial imcejising reverberatiun of 
the guns was insistent, and, as tite sentry examintHl onr 
]>a])ors anil waited for telephonic inst met tons, i eonntfxJ 
more than 200 ot the distant voiees of Kullur. As on© 
gets noaror and nearer the great arena on whieh the 
whole worlil's eyes uic liirned (o-(la\, proofs of Frenel» 
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FRENCH MACHINE-GUN SECTION IN THE TRENCHES. 


ami Krcnch llioronjfhiioss are romilluss. I rlo 
no{ prrtuiul li.i any tnililiirv knowlrd^ri* olln'r than n fow 
Ki'Eaii"; hurt'll in sojiu- \iHils lo tlm war, 

Inn ihc alnimlam'i.'nf reserve slinlls fnrpuns, from nii^ifily 
)u»Mif/.<‘rs fo liie ^niefful Fremh inifrmiJeur^o of the 
u<*roj»lane, oJ rifle ammunition, ol petrol Htore,-.. anrl ul 
motor-wuKoii.s of every HesiTiption. wa.s remarUahle. I 
ean fruit' >> 11 ^’ that I lie volume exeeeUecJ anyfhing in iny 
pr<*\jt)us «'\p<'ri<uiee. 

A.s one tipproaelies tha huftle the volnine of souml 
lu'eonies louder and at limes lerrifie. And it is enrions, 
ihe mingling (>!' peare with war. Tlie ehocolate and the 
))ie-umntie tire adverlisrinenlK on tin- village walls, tlio 
kilometre stone with jl.-> ten Kiham'lre- lo Verdun, a 
\illage euri'' |ienc'elully str«)lliii;'‘ along the \ illage street, 
a;-: thougfi it were Mari h. iJiM, and his eongregatimi 
^lad not been .sent away from tin* war /om-. while their 
hon.‘?es were lilh'd hs a swa-nning army of men tn pah* 
hlne. Sm’h a womlorful hine this tn*w French iindsihle 
cloth ! A Mptudron of eavulry in the new' hhie and their 
st<*el helmets passes u( the moment, and gi\(*s the 
nnjM'i'ssion that orn* is luieU again in what wt're known as 
the romaiitie ila\s of war. 

When one bii.s amved ut the hattlefield, lh«*re are a 
ilozen vaiilago points from which with ghusses, ta*. indeei], 
with rtie nal<o«i ono c-an tak#' in mneh that lias 

liappeniRi. Verdun lies in a great, hasiu with the Hilvery 
Mmise twining in the \ulk‘y. 'Jlie .scene is, on tlie whole, 
Heotti.sh. Veninn, from wliere 1 saw it, miglil he I’ortli, 
ami the Menso the 'Pay. Small groups of firs liarUen 
some ol tho lulls, giving a natural resemhluneo lo 
Scotland. 

The town is heing tuad«‘ into a sei'ond Ypre.s hy the 
CJermans. Yet, as it stands out m the sunlight, if is 
liillienlt fo ri‘ali7,e iJiat if is a j»la<*e whose people have all 
gone, save a h-w of (he faillifiil wlio live helow ground. 
(Ypres looked like that tlie first time I saw it stnai after 
till* war hegan.) 'j’he tall towers of \'er<hm still siamt. 
Hose h,ti n.s is a hidden French battery, and it is preii\- 
io -see the promptitude witli which it .sends its si reammg 
hIicIIs hai‘k to the (leriiians witlnn a f<*w seeomls of the 
dispiiteh i»f a missi\e from the Huns. One speiihlv 
grows aeensloined to tin* sonml aii<l the .seene, and 1*^1 
ftilkiw the position ol the villages ahoiil w hi<'h 1 h<* 
Oernians firetend to*mislead the work! hy wireless eviTy 
inorniiig, • • 

VV<‘ journey fartliiT afield, and tlio famous fort of 
Donautuoid i« pointed out. '(’he storming of Fort 
Douauinont as related hy thi CJeniuin dispatches i.s 
on a par with th<* sinking of tho 'iiger ami tin* recent 


air bomhanhnent of Livcrjinol. All tli© world know'a 
that tho Tiger is, as she w'as heforu the Germans sank 
her in tlieir new'spapers, one of the finest Bhips in tho 
world, and that the air bomharclmnnt< of Livorfiool was 
inmginiHl in Herliii, 'Pho storming of Fort Douttuiiioiit, 
gunhws and uninanm>fl. was about as important, a 
mihlary operation of little value. A number of tho 
Itrundeiihnrgers climbed into the gunloss Fort of 
1 haiauinont, ami s<ano of them aro still thore, supplied 
procHrion.sly with food hy their comrades at night. 
'Phey aro practically Burroniided by tho French, wJioso 
Flcadiptartors Staff regard the whole incident as a 
simple e]»i.so(h* in the give-anddake of war. The 
jinnonrieement of the fall of Fort I)onanmont to tfio 
world eviiH’Cii tho great, anxiety of tho Ch'rman.s to 
magnify anything i-oneorniiig \'er<lim into a great event. 
It sliould also <-aus«' people to apjily a grain of salt 
to German ollii’ial r.ommuniquffi boforo swallowing them. 

Thesi* nuHiern battle^ have now been ileserila^l so 
lie<jnenll> that there is little new to he said «if them. 



REINFORCEMENTS WAITING FOR 
TRAINS- 
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CIVILIANS LEAVING VERDUN. 

One of the last inhabitants to leave the town. 


Of tho battle of Vnniiiii it can he '-nirl that on a fine day 
and out of of the horrors of tho hiinchto-haiul 

enotuiiitcr.^ its snrr(.Mm<Iint?s make it a heaiilifii! lial.tlo. 
I'Ihto is rathor m<ire hird lito in this part of Franco 
than ill Homo others, and wo uoiieod with parlieulnr 
inlerost fiio sjiirii and (ho iduM'rful son^ of a lark as it 
roHO warhlin^' har<l t>y t)ie Mj»ot where a .Kreneli “ 75” 
was splitting th<‘ oars with its snap and seroain. 

As wo Joavo tiu; huttletiold and eoino to whi^ro is 
the first Rod (!Vohh Station it rojoiees our Fhii^lish 
eyes to iiotioo th(' niiinhor of Kn^'lish ainhuhineos 
hewing tho inscription of tho Hritish Rod fVosH an<f Iho 
Orilor of St. John of Jerusalem, whkdi are allowed to 
aid tho Fronch. ft will pleivso tho miners and inino- 
owners of Jterhy.sliiro and NottiiiKharnshiro to know 
that many of Oio wondtirfiil carriages are of their gift. 
Tho Kod OroHK flags that flutter |iathetieally as tho 
ears lirive along tho woH-caroil-for road, make tmo 
anxious, but a few inquiries prove that tho losses of tho 
du}'' have binm inconsiderable. 

Tho (Iis|»atfh spoke* as alroiwly qtioted, of the 
wonderful tnuisport nerviee, and pro<u*eded : 

Who aro tlio men who are orgmiizing the groat batflo 
for tho Fronch side ? Let mo at- oiieo say that thi’y 
ore young inon. (lotierul Petain, one of the discov*'rios 
of tho war, till lately eolonel, is still in his fifties, and most 
of the members of his staff are n.uel| younger. One 
hears of luxury at. Headquarters, hut 1 have not expn> 
rintured it, either at our own lf,eadqnarterK or at tho 
French. General IVtain, when I enjoyed his hospitality 


at lumlicoa. drank tea. IMost of hi*, young men con- 
lojitcil lh«‘in''i‘lvo.s with water, or the whit<* wine of the 
Meuse. 'rh»*re sliould he le>«.s exeit ement at Headquarters 
of annit's t liar: at- any part of t he hat t.letu-Id. 

In the brief nioal he allowed himsei^ the General 
di-misHcl the hatt-l<> as thougli In* were menOy an inle- 
res(e4l H]M*ctator. In appearance he r*'seinhles* Lord 
Kt*h(*rlH. though lu' is of larger build. In aeeordanco 
with the drasta* changeH that the Kreneh. hke llu* 
(f aki thi >d,*hi hi 

Iieen .so rapjd that lie is liltlo known to the Fri'iieh 
people, though greatly lniHfe<l )iy General .lofTri' aial 
tho Government. 1 naturally did not- ask his opinion 
on any inaHera e<i!iiie<‘ted with the war. We dis- 
cuK.s<»d th<‘ Australians, the ('anadiiiris, tho great, growtii 
of llie Uritish Artny. and kiialred matter.^. 

At another gatln'ring of oflii’ers some one aski'd 
whether the French would not expect- the Hritish to 
draw off the (.lermans liy making an attack in the We.st. 
” It- is questionahhi.” replii-d one young otlicer. “i^helluT 
Ruch an attack wumld not- involvi* di.sproportionale 
losHos that would weaken the AIIi(*s.” 'J’he same officer 
pointed out that, although the <'apturt. of V«T<hiu would 
cunso groat regret, owing to the historic name it hear.s. 
it would not, for many reasons, he more important 
than (he prissiitg hac*k of any otlu'fl* similar nuinher of 
miles on the front. Fort.s being of little ae.|iount since 
1 he introdiielioii of the big German hammers, he believed 
that Geiierii) Sarrail hail said that the (pM'slion was not 
OIK' merely of dismantling tho forts, hut of blowing 
them up. A.s it is, W'lienever tho Germans eapture 
a piece of laud whi'ro an old fori happens to he, they will 
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USO it an advertiwomont. But fluMiRh tho French wnuhlJm over ir» a month.” rerHoiial contact with tho 
ofticors ar£» not looking to uk, «o far as 1 could learn, miserable creatures who form tho hulk c»f (he (icrttiaii 

for active cot»peration now, th \v are most certainly prisoners is lus-derl tjj eonvinco an observer that Huch 

luging that wht>n tjur new unnics an<l their ofiicerH are Hi>eoiuu‘ns of Immanity can nmlly have belonged to tlu- 
traiiusl we shad aid them by bearing «Mir full share of (hTman Army, and e.spociiilly to a corptt d'^litn sneh ms 

the trcmendmiw military Inirdon they are now carrying. the .’hil, or Hrrlin. Army ('orps. One ill lavonred youth 

J he prj'Mont. attack ori the French at \erdtm is by hailing from (’harloft«’nburg was barely 5 ft. 4 in. 

far tho most violent incident of I,lie whole Western hiKli. Narrow-chested and peakdaci'd, he hml the 

war. As X write it is Jate. Yet the hfunbariliiient is <jui<'k-wittedn(*sN of the urban recruit, but seemed far 

ooiitiiiuing, and the mass<Ml guns of tho Oermans aro better lilted for his stool us a railway elerk than tor 

of greater calibre than liave ever bc'on nsotl in Mueli the life of tho trcnelies or ft»r tho ordeal of attack 

inmibors. Tlie siifierb calm of the French people, tho Yet ho bail bijon taken at tho end of IDU and sent to 

©Hicioney of their t>rgani«alion, tho <‘fpiipment of their I’^landers after six wi^i'ks’ training, ‘‘educated” in 

eheory soldiery, eonvinco ono tliat tho men in the trench making for another month, thou left to fond 

German niuchino wmulfl nev'or he able l<> e<»niparf‘ with for himself and his coinnules as a full-fledgeti Frnssiaii 

ihoin evert if France liad not t)io help of Uussia, the eaglet. Liko Iho bulk of the cither prisoncTS belonging 

five British nations, Belgium. Scjrbia, Italy, and -bipan. to other units, he Jnwi been withdrawn at the beginning 

31 is unsafe to prophesy about war. as it IS tn prophesy of Kcihruary from the Flanders front and sent to the 

about any other human affair, but this prediction ono neighbourhood of Verdun. Hc' hiwi known that there 

»*an make, and with <!crtamly : that, whatevcT may be was to be an attack, but until the order was actually 

tlie result of the attack on the \b'rdun sector, every given neither he nor his comrades liotl received any Innt 

Biieli elfort. will result in adding many mor«^ th«>usand.H of the precise purpose of tho operation in wdiich he was 

of corpses to those now lying in tlie valley of the Meiise. to be employed. 

numbers of which are being so carefully <-.onceale<l from Of one tiling ho and hi.s feIlow.s were heartily glad— 

the n»‘iitrai world and the Germans them-*elvcs ; and to bu taken away from the jieighboiirlmod of the 

eould neutrals Be<' tin* kimi of men wlioin tho Germans “frightful” Kngli.sh arnl nearer to the kindly Frmich. 

<lo not s(*rupl»‘ to use as soldiers their faith in Toulonic From all the reports which these men liad recelvotl 

cni<*ieney wmild re(“eive a shoi'k. from their families during tho last two months it Hpp«*ars 

rninekily a pygmy belninl a nniehine gtin is tlio that, in tlio wonts of on© of them, ‘'there reign.s in 

<*i]ual of a giant. "What, a pity your Highlanders GiM’inany <-onsi<lerablo misery.” Alt agreed that, butter 

<‘imtiol meet iIm'sc h'llows in fair tiglil,” miuI a l"'reneh is tmobiaiunblt*. meat scnrco (excejif. in Alsac© and 

ollii'cr, n-. vm' reviewetl n gang of prisoner.-v. “Tho war jMiri>v ol romeranis), fat almost unknown even in th© 



r.ERMAN FKISONKRS OF WAR. 

Being interrogated by iin oflicer of the French lntelli(|ence Department. 
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Army, thoiiKh in othnr res|> 0 (!l« tho fond of tlio Army 
wait toloriiblo, though not good or abundant. All 
dorlarnd that oiitliiitiiiuim fur tho war hud lotig Kincu 
evajmratod, though, as two of tho more intelligont 
among Ihom inaintainod, the Gorman Army doos not 
expwot to bo boatou, ovoii if it no loiigor hopns to win. 
The chief longing of tho mon, as of their families, was for 
poaee. 

Tho only good thing about those prisoner.s was their 
foot-gear. Their stout BUieher boots wore an objoct- 
losson in the neoessity of tightoning cortain features 
of our blockade and of adding a shortage of leather to 
the other dofieioneies of tho military ond civil supply 
that are wearing down tho Gorman power of rosistance. 

'file true moral of the fighting to tho norlh and east 
of Verdun is that the Krunch, wilh a comiiarativcly 
small loss of ground, have warded oft the attack of 
armies outnumbering them originallv by thrisi to one. 

After giving tho Gentian order of buttle, as 
alrctuiy qtiotod, l^ord Northeliffe tuided : 

'There are no means of estimating how long the 
battle of Verdun may still rage. To say that tho 
t'ronvh aro oonridoiit of holding their own is not enough. 
They fool that they have tho measure of tho enemy, 
both in mon and mat4ricl, 'ilioy know thot, given the 
necessary c.onccntration of heovy arlillery, cilhor side 
can drive tho othiT from first, or even from tho second, 
positions, hut that, unless the boinbardmciit ho followed 
tg) by infantry attacks tif far greater vigour nod per- 


sistenee Ilian any yet exoeiitod by the enemy, and unloss 
the advance of the enemy’s artillery eiui keep pace with 
that of tho infantry, tho defeiuliiig force will have time 
to make it.s third posilions praotieully imiiregnnble. 

'This is what has happened round Vnrdun. To the 
north and the nortli-eivst tho first and second Krcneh 
lines were obUterated by an intense homhardmeiit 
oxeeutod with guns of which tho smallest were Itl.l mm., 
while tho hulk were 211) mm. Large numhers of still 
lieavier wea|>ons up to .‘tStI mm. wen* freely used hoDi in 
direct and in e.iirtHiii fire. 'The w'oakiioss of tho Freiieti 
forces holding tho first and seitond lines accounts for 
the insignifieaneo of their losses. Ground having thus 
been gained by tho Gernians to the nortfi tho Vreneh 
ovaeiiated voluntarily the marshy grouttd oast of Iho 
Verdun liidges in the Woevre. 

'The elTect of this action wa- threefold. It gave tho 
Kreiieh a strong defensive line on iiigli ground, it pre¬ 
vented the formation of a dangerous salient, and, appa- 
roiitly, it induced the Germans to believe that their 
enemy was deiiioralinod. 

Verdun is unlikely to ho tiiken. Kolhiiig justifies a 
belief that the spirit and tho sfiimiiia of Iho German 
forces are equal to tho task of dislodging tho French 
from their prosdfit formidable [losilioii.s. 

The spirit of ooiilidont ojitiriiLsin, of clficit'iicv 
mnl ri'.solufion rcfleotod in llii.s dispateli never 
faih'tl file Freneli in llii^ long and bloody si riigglo 
wliii'li was still to come. 



FRENCH RED-CROSS UNDER FIRE. 
The heroitm of embulnnce men on the battlefield. 
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CHAPTER CXXIV. 

BRITISH ADMINISTRATION IN 

WAR-TIME. 


VV’aK J.<K(USLATi()N—JS'.4 T|tRK OK THK J’KOBLKMS—WaK CoNTBOL UNUKB QuEEN KMZABETH - 
And Undeb Pitt-Methods and Maciunicby in 1914 Royai. ]’Rori,AMATiON.s—() rder.s in 
C oiiNCH. Ori)Kb.s from Government Department.'!-The Kino’s I^ebocjativks—Defence ok 
THE Realm A('th Tr\dino with the Knkmv Auens and .Nationality -The Spy J’ebil and 
Control ok Aliens -Some Remabkaih.e Cases The “ Sm'iHE's DacohterNew Passport 
SV.STEM-- SiTiCIAL CONSTABLES AND 'I'llElB M’oBK - 'TjIE DbINK PhoULEM StJUNOENT MeASPRES 
- The Roaiu) ok ('ontrol Air Raids and Ke,stri(tion ok I.iohts Davlioht Savino- The 
Sommer 'I’imk .\ct- National Moral . 


T HK iihnormal conditions croatcd hy 
n stidc of wiir in ilw' social and 
cconoiuic life of II {looplc nl'c 
nccc.Nsanly rcllccicd in Ihc Icgisln- 
five and adininistralivc activities of the nation, 
and‘it is ttierefore iniporlant to linii); lliese 
parlicnlui' n^solt.s of liic (ireat War into non- 
Icclinicid hut ex[tlieit <'oinpiiss, li, i,s the more 
iinporlant ln'cuiise war lejrislalion iiivniiahlv 
extends hcyoiid tlie tiiiie innils of the v.ar and 
111 cerhiiii n'KpecIs penoanpiilly modilies Hie 
constitutional n.nd economic .-.tnictiirc of ihc 
malm. 

Here it is only intended |.o deal primarily 
with the iniM'liincry that had to Ik' set np (o 
meet tlu; inmimi'i'idilc economic and social 
(picstions tluit^ spriMip' from the .slide of uiir 
and dcmandcil instant solution. There \ui,^ 
I lie complex prohlem of subordination the nreal 
private riiilway.s ,sy.slciii of i|i(> coiinlr\' to 
tlic nccPs.silies ot the war w hile jire.servinji the 
use III (lii'.se \'crv yiiilwavs for piirpo.se,s of 
piiNst'iiner Iraltu’ and trade. The Continental 
lull ions had no such problem to soKe. Primnrily 
tlu' Continental railways are military inslni- 

« t 

merits that m |) 0 (u-e time are diverted to cixil 
ii.Hc.s, hilt arowlways ready to he hmiiglit biu’k 
to their militaiy {nirposo. I’eeuliarly was this 
Vol. VUI.-^-Purt 93. 


Hie ease in Cermnny, where the fascination of 
interior lines really determincfl tlie method of 
eimipuiniL Then Knnhind was faced by the 
trreaf shipfiiug prohlem, which was ne\er 
adeipialcly conirolleil until thc.snimncr of 191(1; 
hy Hie food (jiieslion ; liy Hie drink [troblem ; 
by labour ditliculties tlmt were iie new ipies- 
lion; by innnmerahic dillieollies relaliun to 
Hie [lost, the press, the teicnriijili. the tele¬ 
phone, wirclt'ss iiislallations, police, jiroleelioii 
of railways, ennals, wnlerworks. piihlie build- 
mt!s; hy, above all, the anm/.innl.N ditlieiilt 
lirohlem of Hie aliens wlio swarmeil in Kiigland 
in I9hf. None of the.se problems were really 
new. They hud iilwiiys arisen in past wars. 
Hilt Hie operaliiuis of M-ieiice and the ineroase 
of popiilnlioii. eomhined with immeii.se laeililies 
for 1 he nau'i'ineiit olWorkersand lra\elli-i-s. had 
lareely transformed the problems and mtensilicd 
theilixency of ll;0 n. There were of eolii'seother 
\'a.sl lionie jirohlems Hial arosi': i|uestions of 
national (iimiicc, in r(■la(ioll both to defence 
and trade; (pitslions cd Ihc raisinn ol anmes 
and Hie nianniiiL; of Heels; (loestion.'* of IiikIi 
politics. The.sc have been or will he dealt with 
elsewliorc in this History, and it is sullicii'iil 
iiore to lay stress upon the fact that the jji’cat 
quostioiis of National Defence and Nafiotial 
41 



42 


THE TIMES HISTOHY OF THE WAB. 



AT AN ENGLISH COAST TOWN, 
A photographer having bis papers examined. 


Finance were really inseparable frotn all tiio 
other questions that arose in tlie great effort 
of an ancient and united peojtio to secure its 
future as ailoquutely us it hiwl inaint.ained its 
past. 

Th(( r(?eord of tlai past guA-e Iht^ kej noto to 
the wJiole of the legislative efforfs that hecanie 
op<<rative frotn August, 1914, onwanls, and 
we shall venture to explain in broad outline 
the st-eps faketi by the nation in earlier ages 
t<i secure itself against the aggression, of un- 
scriqmlouK foes. If. is not nej'essary for this 
purpose to <lwell on the history of national 
(lefiuieo. stretelung back in unbroktsi record to 
Saxon tinif’s. save, to say t hat the same spirit 
which for more thati a thousand jears had 
subordinated the entire resourees of the 
Itealm to national defenee reinaiuisl un¬ 


broken. Hut it is important to glance ba<'k 
nt the pra*’l.i<x' t)f national defenee ^in t he 
great age of Queen Klizabi'th. Wlu'ii Kngland 
was tiireati'iied with inxiisioii by E'rance at 
the c'lid of the i‘ight(!enth century, I’itt gave 
instnu'lions that the precedents of f,h(' Kli/.a- 
Ix'.than age should be searched out, and wlien 
this was done ho went to Parliament for 
additional powiirs to mc<-t circumstances tJjut 
did not (!xist in the <‘arlier i)eriod. We search 
the Statute Hook in vain to dis<’over the 
mea.sures t aken by Queen Ellizabeth *fo meet 
tile Spanish peril. I’ho oarliiT statutes of the 
pre-Heformation ages and the (’ommon law 
of .\ational Defem'e were considered aihspiate. 
For the records of national delenee in the 
years IhSti to L'iSS we look ratlar to tlie 
Hegislers of the Prixw' t'ounwil. We find 
some necessary legislation of readjustment 
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after the peril was past, but the work of 
national defence was undertaken by a small 
Cojnmittee of six or seven men sitting with 
the groat Queen at the Palace of Placentia in 
Greenwich. Tlio modern economist will, how¬ 
ever, ask, how did this Conunittee got on 
without the money which I’arliarnent alone 
could 8iaj)ply 1 The Committee of National 
Defence -wan a re.sourcoful body, and one that 
put the fear as well as the praise of the Queen 
into the hearts of men. The Committee boldly 
substituted rates for taxes and Ilje prol)leni 
wa.« solved. Thus, on March .lO, 1580, the 
Priv’y Coimiiil at Gnsaiwich dirceleil the Dord.'-’ 

• l.icutenant of the maritime counties to maki 
jirovisioxi for the defence of tho Uealm, anil 
for that purpose to make a collection in certain 
towns of money to be employed for tlie suj)])ly 
of malch and powder, to be purchased at a 
reasonable rate from Hemy Dale of London, 
merchant, the conlraclor nominated by the 
t'rown. the immortal predecessor of (la- con¬ 
tractors of three ci'iituries, but as yet imrepre- 
senfeil liy statuary or legend In tho purlieus 
of I’arliauieut or the 0 |)en spaces of Whitehall. 
We have no reason to sujipose that he was 
other than an honest I'lnglislauau for the 
simple |■•>ason that there is no record of liis 
death at. the hands of jiistico. The wa_\s of 
justice «eri' swift, \ ioleut and cffoctivc in tl o 
spacious days of Queen Kli/.abcth. 


The volumes of the Itcgistcr of the Privy 
Council covering the years 158(1, 1587, 1.588 
arc of tuiocpialled fascination, for in those 
golden pages wo sec England preparing herself 
for a great effort of national st'lf-flel'ence. 
I’rovision is made for the ilofoncc of tho ('hannci 
Isles, the Lslo of Wight, Portsmouth. 'J’ho 
Sussex iron workers are busy forging guns, 
“ all marked w it.h ht'r Highiic.ss's artns.” Tho 
clergy are specially taxed to fitruLsh “ horses 
for her Highness's service in tho Lowe 
Countra-s,” and voluntary forcos are raised 
for the same purpose. The. raising and train¬ 
ing of coimt.j- levies at loctd ♦•xpenso wont on 
ii[)ace. Tho justices had to jirovido pctroncls, 
laid to roprc.ss carriers of news, hud to look 
to tlic hmdina of spies in the outward I'fishion 
of pric.sts. We .sec the -Xdiiiiralty t'ourt. sitting 
for the I'oudcmuation of jiri/.cs, .s<-ouliua skiffs 
arc watching for the Spanish fleet, on the I'iast 
Coast the gentry are raising eontrihulions for 
tho eoitst oriluiuiee. I hi* heaeoiis of Kent are 
waitiiig for the match, while watihers aro 
ready to prcMiit false alarms. The Lords 
Lieutenant ha\i their trained bands ready at 
an hour's notiee to repair to their appointed 
stations, and a lineal Fleet is watching fur 
Parma. The Lord Treasurer was bidden to 
transfer all iieees.sary fund.s to tlu' Treasurer 
of tbe Navy. Kent was presented with a 
(Jnvcrmiient grain to enable it to defenil the 



TRADING WITH THE ENEMY TRIAL IN SCOTLAND 
A Hcene in the Court of Justice, Edinburifh. 
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rhames. Tilbury and Harwich. Trade with 
tlio Low Countries was forbidden and the 
export of provisions stoppcfl. The raising of 
troops in London and elsewhere went on merrily, 
and local coutributiolis were thankfully re- 
•coivod. Tho “ Liberties ” of London, tho rich 
French anil DuU'h chtirclios in London, the 




clergy at Winchester and elsewhere poured 
out their gold. In 1688 many seaport towns 
were directed in mediaeval fashion to furnish 
ships for the Queen’s sorvicjo, but tho burden 
on the rates for tliia purpose was spread as 
widely as possible, and furnished the precedent 
tliat was destined to destroy Cheu'les, IChig and 
Martyr. Where necessary the Coimcil at 
(Jroonwich ordered the local rate for local 
victualling to be paid, and if any refused they 
hod to appear and give explanations to the 
< 'ouncil. Moreover letters were soht to the 
Lords Lieutenant of the southern and midland 
counties for tho new mustering, training and 
roviowmg of soldiers. Dc.spite local griardiling, 
18,000 troop.s and 2,00(t horse were assembled 
at Tilbury and reviewed by tho Queen in 
person ; but in fact there was much diOicuKy 
in arming other local levies. 

The picturi' of Elizabethan England in war¬ 
time has mucii in common with Ihir picture of 
the Great. War : a slow njtprcciation of danger 
but much readiness to fight when the need was 
felt. But there was no hesitation in t ho 
supreme direction of afTairs ; I’luliument was 
almost a« non-existent tin it is to-day, lad the 
Privy Council knew its own mind, or tlie t,>uccn's 
mind, and actod on it with speed and certitwie. 
The costs of the w’ar wei-e met out of (hi- local 
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LORD MAYOR OF LONDON AS RECRUITING OFFICER. 

Swearing-in recruits at the Tower of London. Smaller picture i Alderman Sir Charles C. Wakefield, 
the Lord Mayor (1915-1916), arriving at his Reoruiting Oflioe. 
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COLONKL SIR EDWARD WARD INSPECTING SPECIAL. CONSTABLES. 


nUc-j spjvrinjrly siijiplcmotitf'd Ly tlio I’n'tvsurv. 
Aft»T I fM‘ war aial )»11 na.( tlan^jor btid 
I’arliaini'iit »l<‘ah with tho orononnc |)(»sition. 
lii 1.189 the erulM!/.yJeinent ef military <'ioirs 
\^a^ mado a felony. In |59‘{ ami 1.19.1 u pansli 
nito wa.s le\ for tlie relief tjf imiimecl 
*a,nd mariners, ami in I (ini tho witolo (pa'siioti 
of tiiese poor h lli.wK v ns laisoH anew al i Im 
same (ime ttkai the ^^reat l*oor Law Aet, was 
passcMi. '^rite preamble lo the Ael Reserves 
revi\ ai. It runs : — 

l'l»rtVHintich as it. in im»w’ foumi inera itutMlhil tliaa it m'm.s 
At lh<j iTinkiny of the mu<I to penitlo aiul 

miiiiiteruviu'o to KoMieis n.n«l maritaTs llmt- lou 

1 hci»* limhs iiikI tlisnlilrd tlielr lunlie.-i iu tho th'fcin*- anti 
hOrvico of m?r Majesty and tlm State, in ros|a*«M tin* 
number of the .sanl soldloiN is t,o mueli the greater by 
lanv much il«*r MHj<'Kty*8 just and lionourabto di'leiisi\t> 
w'ara aro increased. To tho oml that the said holdierM an<i 
inaiiners may reajj Ihv fruit of tlicirgiKwl deHeniugs and 
ofhiTH may ho encouraged to perform Iho like 
endeavours. 

So there'was set; up very clahonite maeliiiiery 
of relief (entirely inHt^pendent of the Poor Law) 
throufsfi parochial funds administered by flie 
Liigb Constables as trensurora. 

No doubt all tliese points were brought 
before Pitt in 1798. It was rlearly impossible 
for him to,rely on tlie ratt's, an<l so ho at once 
legislated {tiS Oeo. Ill, c. 27). Ho laid down 
two principfps wdiioh. says Mr. flodp, «hp hiK- 
tonan, “ must bo kept in \ icw in consuioriiuf 


tho nicasunNs to bo ado)>i€'<l lo niot'i any 
similar oinory'cncy.” Those prinoiplos woro ; 

1. “Iioplioit oonfidonoo mid obedioiwo to 
the ordors of tho oxooutivo Kovorntnont, at tho 
same time rondorios/ (o tho (.Irown the use imd 
disposal of all ]ir*i))( rt.y Hint oould he londo 
av'iiilnhlo for the national dofence.” 

2. “ ('omponsid ion out of the I'ohlio Tri-asiirx' 
for nil los.scs siistniiioil by lliosi- ol His .Miiji sl \ ^ 
siihjoets will) should fiillil Hk- ulilipdioiis 
thrown ufioii Himn by tho Art.” 

Tho Aot. diroeled the ('oiildy niid Deputy 
Lieiiteiiiiiits to proeiiro roliirn.s of mon ot^ 
fifloon joiirs of nye and under sixty, distinyuisli- 
iiiR wliieJi were in voliinteiT eorps iind wliieli 
Mere willing to he emjiloyed in defence of the 
country ; returns of Quakers, aliens and iidinii 
|)orsuns; returns of avaiinhio bouts, waggons, 
iiorses nnd provisions. If there were not 
suflieient voliiiiteors the iMilitin laws for eoiu- 
pnlisory sorvioe woro to ho put in foree. Koqni- 
sitions on tho large,st scale w ere nut lioi i/od ; Hie 
principle of- coiinnilsory occiiputiuu and piir- 
ehnsc of nooos,sarv hind by Hie Stele was intro- 
duood. 

The statutes of 17t*7 nod 17!IS aro our first 
iiiodol of I’nrliimiontnry war logislatioii under 
eonditions of some eoonomic sitniinrity to tliose 
of to-dny. 'I’liiis on Nosemher ltd, 171)7, 
rostrudions on ]inyrueiits of ensli by tho Dank, 
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Reservists with ihetr 

in(rofluc('(l in llio provions yoar, were to con¬ 
tinue “until one month after the conclusion 
of the prt'Hcnt. war” •; on tho same day the 
Scottish batiks were authori/.etl to issue notes. 
The “aid and eontrifiution for tho prosecution 
of tile war” (January 12, 1708, c. It!) was in 
part provided by what was in fact a graduated 
income lax on persons with inconiea over .£(10 
a year. For incomes of £200 and iijiwards 
tho taji was not to exceed one-tenth of tho 
income. 'I'he tax was levied in respect of (he 
residence of tho vii-liin and not directly on tho 
income. Chapter 17 allowed men who be¬ 
longed to the Hnpplenii*ntarj’ Militia wliich 
had boon created in 1707 to enlist for a period 
ending six months after tho conclusion of a 
general jieace Chapter 28 cut off all coni- 
munications with Holland. (Oiapter .‘12 raised 
the billeting rates to Ktd. a day for each man 
in respect of diet anil small beer in tpiarters 

• 37 Itco. III. 0 . 91. t.7 ; 38 fico. Ifl. r. 1. 


OFF TO THE FRONT: A SCENE, 
relatives and friends owaltiniJ the departure of the 

and lOid. in re.spoct of each horse in respect 
of hay and straw. Tho former rate vas (id. 
“'J’lic traitorous pract ices of wicked and dis 
afl'ei-ted pcr.son-s within the realm.” ]>erson* 
prepared to aid invasion, were stertily -dciJt 
with by Chapter 36. Chapter 45 cut off com¬ 
munications with Switzerland. Ohapter 46 
was an Act for t.he mort' speerly and effeidual 
manning of His Majesty's Navy and in elTeet 
suspended all statutory restrictions on imjirtMW* 
ment. Conijiulsory service for the Navy was 
in force from May 26, 1798. 'J'he King, inoro- 
over, was given power by proclamation to 
require aliens to register and to obtain licence's 
for residence. No alien was to leave tho 
kingdom without a. paH«port, nor enter without 
a licence. lOvery person entertaining an alien 
for more than forty-eight hotirs had to report 
the fa<-t. Sus|)e<-t aliens were subje<;t to arrcist. 
Chapter 76 ordered all llrilish ships to .sail 
under convoy. Chapter 78 regulated the Press, 
(.'hapter 79 made it a felony for a Briti.sh subioet 
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AT WATBRI.OO STATION. 

Southampton train alter the issue of the Mohilisation Orders, August, 19TI. 


\oliiiititiily 111 i.-pair to KraiK r. oiiil fchniy for farliaiiu'iit pliiyil tin lO'fix c purl in (ho rrmilin-f 

a Ufitisli siihji.'ot to i-drri'.spiaid wifll n jx'tsdti nl' iiriaiis. Tlii' siih-jorvlcia'i' ol' ihf Cdnixil to 

wild liail alroiaiv tidin' to .hVain'd. Parliiimi'iit was in tliofiry Itoyotiil ddiilil, lait 

I’ittoi'v SI iilli/.i.'d till) ('dniiudii l.a\x df tiiitidiial in faet Itid iiicnilii'rs of tlif ('otiiieil fxdii'isi'd a 

dofduco iiild still,iilory fdiin, lie oxli'iidi d llii- <•11111 riilliiiy forci- in tliij ddlilidrations of I’arlia- 

Oianinon T.a.w priiidiplds to ini'lndo <'dnipdl.'>dry nn’nt. a rox'drsion to llio l•il^/.a))l' 1 i 1 iU) inodi'l 

jairoliasd .of land, lir wiih'ly oxlondid the wliiali uas liardly aiidinpanii'd by tlio sana’ 

Militia systdin. In- inirodnriMl <-nnipiilsdrv scr- li'iiacily of adniiiiistralidn or urasp <if (lid 

vii'o for lilt'Navy, lid saw Id it (hat I’arliaiin'iit dssdniial fdatiiri-s of tin- prohldiii prosi ntod by 

was sii|)rdnid in war (inaiidd, and inadf littlo (lid dcoiuanicn of (lio L'nildd Kingdotn. 

nsd dither of (lie I’rivy (..'oiiiieil or (hd inlidient 

powers of (hd Crown. Looking at the matter The deonoinie eoniplexities of Creat Itrilain 

broadly, we .set> that war in the reign of Kli/.a- in 1!H4 eertainly exeedded those ol the age of 

belli was exelnsively eondneteil by (be I’rivy the yonnuer .I’itt by far more than those of 

Coiiii(*il and in the reign of (leorge 1H. it was as I’itt’s time exceeded (he national eeonornie 

exehisivi'ly eondneteil by .I’arliament ; but in problems of the age of Kli/.aheth. Steam and 

botli eases it was, in faet, eondneteil by a small eleetrieity had revolntioni/.eil the eomineree of 

group of determined and elear-headed patriots ail nations and .seienee had transformed the 

who respeetively used the maehinery that for art of war by sea. and land. The Knglish of the 

the purposes of (he age appeared the maehinery age of .lellieoi' were very far away from the 

best ealenllfled to defeat the enemy In the age of I’itt. Nelson and Najioleon,. and while it 

(iroat War of 1!)14 both the I’rivy t'ouneil ani.1 was to be exjieeled that the war legislation of 












THE KIN(J AND QUEEN ENTERTAIN WOUNDEO. 
Special cunstablas taking the wounded soldiers to Buckingham Palace. 


1914 woulil show the iincient ])riiifi])l<w of Jioine 
tlefinco ut work, yi‘t. it woulil also show those 
pritieiploa applied in the most uiioxpoettsl 
directions. When all the arts, industries, 
material and methods of peace production were 
of direct use in war it was inevitable that the 
now system of war legislation .should cover the 
whole rango of commerce and firamce, should 
('tilarge the nne-ient btaimlaries of military 
recpiisitions, jilaco new limitations on aliens 
and strangers, bring all the opi'i'ations of 
npfdied wii-nce within th<‘ confines of national 
safety and so reconstitute the national laws 
governing t he economic structure of society as 
to enable English society to continue its 
nonnal labours si-recineil from the dislocating 
ofM*rutions of war. To maintain the coralition 
<if e<'ononiic e(|nilibrium necessary for the con¬ 
tinuance of national life is as necessary a part 
of war legislatifai as the provision of anns and 
men • to <lo this wits easier in earlier ages than 
in the second de<'ado of the twentieth ccTitiiry, 
but tlu" problem was faced on th(' whole as 
successfully }ia in the ilays of Elizabeth or 
Ueorge 111., and though a critical age poured 
its searchlight on the oj)eration it was (lerlmps 


hardly realized ut the time how lianl a proh- 
lem the administrators of England had to 
•solve. • 

In this place it is not neci'ssary to refer again 
in detail to the jtroblems of war finance and the 
jirovision t)f war funds, but th<' t|uestion of 
commercial finaiu'c ni'cds an additional refer¬ 
ence. The outbreak of war had cher’ked remit- 
tanccs, had causrsi a breakdown in the foreign 
exchanges, hail deternsi banks from discounting 
hills in the normal way. This tremendous 
<lil1icultj' was rapidly surmouuteil by an 
arrangement liotween the (Jovernment and the 
Bank of England by wliich the Bank was able 
to distsamt home or foreign bank or trade bills 
aeeejded before .August 4, 1!II4, and approved 
by the Bank. The position was fiuTher relieved 

bv tho Curreney and Bank Noto.s Act of 
* ‘ « 
.August (1, 1914, which sanctioned small iiol<fs 

and postal orders a.s legal tender. In February, 

1915, the (inaneial problem was so entirely in 

batid that postal orders eea.sed to bo legal 

tc'ialer. Qtber arrangements withal lie Bank 

in relation to the Sttick Exehange Loan scheme 

of Qetober 31, 1914. and other matters, further 

ilhisirate the ivsonris-fulnoss with wliieh the 
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Ntiock of war wus warded off tlio econoiuie basis 
of society. Tiiis was certainly a groat judiiovc- 
inont, and the e<-onomio thinkers who worked 
out the position of the Bank of EnglamJ may 
be said to have played a great jnirt in the 
Buccossful prosecTition of the war. The lu'story 
t>f war finance hirs, however, boon traced in an 
<'arlior chapter of this work, ami the same is 
true of the b'orcos of the Crown ; but it is 
nc'cpssary to koo[) in mind the fact that the 
raising of such Forces was one of the essential 
subjects of war legislation, and it is in this 
(•onnexion that probably the most pungent 
criticism was aimed at the Bucces.sive Govern¬ 
ments led by Mr. Ascpiith. The slow approaches 
towards compuhsory service undoubtedly 
ilelayed the prt)gress of the war. but the problem 
was a very dilTic.ult one and the tiffort to avoid 
eoinjjulsory service certaitily comjilicatod the 
|>roblem, for the voluntary system carrioil into 
the lighting line men whoso services wore 
required at homi' and kept at home men whose 
chief usefulness woulil have been in the field. 
'J'ho struggle, however, busted imtil May, 1910, 
when it was at last recogui/.ed on all hands that 
national safety was bound uj) with compulsory 


service at home or abroad. 'J’he provision of 
money, arms aial men, and the readjustment of 
the finance of c.ommen-e forjued, howevtir, onlv 
one iispect of tho immense j)rohloin which fa<-ed 
the Legislature and the Exc(!utive. 'J'he 
problems of home life loomed largely from the 
moment that war wus dwiarod. 

'J'he outbreak of war brought forward, from 
tho very necessities of the case, a subject tif 
tho profoundost constitutional iniportaiwe— 
tho method and machinery of war legislation. 
Such legislation in the Elizabethan ago hail 
been <'hiefly efTeetod by tho Queen in Council, 
in the age of I’itt by the King in I’arliamcuf. 
Li this, as in all other matters, the <‘arly 
decaili‘s of the twentieth contiu'y were an 
eclectic age. Statesmen ransm-Ued tho records 
tor new methods of legislation. 'J'here wtis 
hardly a possible form of higislative UJdivity to 
which the (.lovernuient of Great Britain had 
not to resort, in order rapidly to create an 
econoiuie screen between the nation and tlie 
war zone and at the same time to carry on the 
Great War with ellieiency. Success in the field 
and on the .sea, was not. alone neeessar\ . It was 



CITV CONSTABI.l S RECEIVE SWORDS ON OBTAINING COMMISSIONS. 
Presentinif swords at Snow Hill Police Station, London. 
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oqually nooesRnTy to proRcrv'o n national life 
imnnino fioin social and wemomio cltKlocation. 

'J'hc logihlntivo mctliocla—in addition do the 
normal passing of statutes by rarlianient—by 
whieli this goal was sought were both roinark- 
uble and eomplex, and it is important to 
analyse the jirocess. First in the list of methods 
we must name the Royal I’roelamations. Some 
t'f tluse were prerogativul (us. for instaiK'e, the 
J'roeJamation ol August 4, 1914, as to the 
l.fefenoo ol the Realm), others were made “ hy 
and with the adviee of out J’rivy Couueil " (aa, 
for instanee, . the Rills (re aet'eptanee) I’ro- 
elarnation of August 2, 1914), others, again, 
weiff miulo in pursuanee. of powers eontained in 
p_re-\var Acta of Parliament (such as tin* Army 
Acts and the Rank Holiday Acts), and yet 



FOR CONSPICUOUS HRAVRRY. 

Sir F,dward Henry, Commisiiioner ui Police, 
decorates a constable, returned from France, for 
Itallantry in the field. 

others were made uniler sjieeial war statutes of 
the realm (siieh us the (dirreney and Rank 
.Notes Aet. 1914). The Rills (re-aeeeptanee) 
Proclanail ion of August. 2, li)14, wiis eonlirmeil 
by statute the next day, but the prerogalival 
proe.lamal ions wore t>cver so confirmed, even in 
the ease where the giving' of finaneial assistanee 
to (he enemy was jiroelaimed to be liigh 
trea.Hon, with the assuraiK'e that traitors wfaild 
he proei'cded against witli llie utmost rigour of 
(he law. With sueh iiroelamatioiis in any 
forjiial elassilication must be rankl'd Royal 
Orders made uixler statutory authority, siieli' 
as tile Royal Ordor of Augu.st 4. I!)I4, authoriz¬ 
ing general or fii'ld oflieer.s to issue ri'ipiisitions 
of emerg'eney. 

I'roelamat ions made “ Viy and with fhe adviee 


of our Privy Council” can hardly he dis¬ 
tinguished from the second class of legislative 
inslrunionts. Orders in Council, especially where 
such Orders have no statutory authority, as in 
the ease of tlio Order in Council of August .’i. 
1914, calling otlieers of the reserved and retired 
lists iido active service and sus|>ondin<' coni- 
piilsory retirement from the active list. That 
is one type of Order in Council. A more 
iiotahio tyjie is that of August 2.S, 1914, pro¬ 
viding for the enneellation of so much of the 
Roya! Proclamation of Septomher 11, 1900, as 
related to the distrihiition of the net procei'ds 
of na\’al prizes. This type illustrates the elo.se 
inter-relation of legislation hy Proelamation 
and legislation by Order in Council. Rut there 
were other types. 'J’here were Councils a(. which 
King t.ioorgo V. was pc'rsonally present, with 
or without nominated Cotiueillors, at Rueking- 
liam Palace, and there were (.'ouni'ils at the, 
famous Council Chamhers, Wliitoliidl, at which 
11 is Majesty was not present and which selely 
consisted of “ tlio Lords of His Majesty’s iilnst 
lleiiouralile Privy Couneil.” Tls'se latter 
Coiineils sat to carry out the recommendations 
(authorized hy statute) of a Uovermuetif 
Dejiartment, as, for inslance, wliere (lie Roiinl 
of 'I rude, under section 2 of (he (kistoms 
(lixjiortatieli I’rohibition) Act,, 1914, had power 
to recommend during (he war the withdrawal 
of cortain prohibitions of the exiiortiition of 
jirovisions and metals to Colonies not possc.ssing 
rosponsihlo govenmient. 'J'heso jirohihit ions 
wore im|>o,st‘d under tlie Act hy Royal Pro. 
chuuiition anil wi'rc luoiliticd oy Orilcr in 
Council on the recommendation of the Roard 
of Trade (August, 2S. I9M). Here eoutd he 
oliserved an extraonlinary eomhinatioii of 
legislafivo inaehinery : an Aet et J’nrliament, 
a Royal Proi'lamat ion, a reconimendatioii of a 
(iovernmi'iit, Department and an Order in 
Couiu'il jiassod in the ab.sonco of tlie King. 
Very ciunhrons it alt looks, but, in tact, it was 
Miy speedy. The Act hud been jiitssed on 
,\ugiist 28, and under it the desired reeem- 
mendation and Order in Council were also 
carried throiigli on .'Viigiist 28 to \iiry Pro¬ 
clamations of xYugust :i, .'i, and 10. made nniler 
an .Act of 187it whieli the Aet of 1914 had 
extendod to all artii'les during (he war. Rut we 
get a third legishitivo method iu '-oiincxion witli 
t iovernmeiit 1 fcjiartmenls. 'I'lic action ot .such 
l)o|iiirtmenls did not always rciinire the formal 
assent and legislative authority “if the Privy 
Conneii. Sonietirne.s a Departiuent eoiild lu t 
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IN THK HVKNT Oh AIR RAIDS. 

Voluntary Aid Detachment starting out with o motor-ambulance and extemporising a receiving Ntation 

for casualties. 


l^•gisIAfivoly on its f>wn initiniivo in virlno of Act, 11)04, Imvinti boon informctl I'V tlio TToino 

stfitntory auihority. TIiuh the Homo OflU-o. OOicotimt ail ^■Ill(■I■^;^■ll<•y tiad ariM ii, pavi' piiMic 

malar ila* Aarial Niivif^alinu Aals, liill, had nol.ii'a. on Aii^/ast. 1. IJU-I, that, tho iisa of wira- 

power (which it cxorciKcd on Aiipiist 2, ltM4, leys ti'lcprajiln on Imard forcifni siiipy in llritisli 

when I ho ontbrchk ol war was alri'udy irnininent) waters siiould he siihjeet to Knies issued hy I ho 

to prohihft the naviftation of aircraft. 'I'hen, Admiralty. The Admiralty i.ssued tlie Uiiles at 

apiin,the I’tistmaster-tleneral.under the Wirelisss once, hlere we see t hree ('lovernment Ue])nrt - 

Telegrnphy (horeign Hhips) Kegulatioiis, lOttti, merits eombining to order, viithont the‘*iiiter- 

rnade by him under tla? W irele.s.s Telegraphy \entioii of the frown or the I’rivy Conneil, 

9T-;i 






















THE ENEMY IN ENGLAND; VISITING DAY AT AN INTERNMENT CAMP NEAR LONDON. 


Inttneii Geroiiiu had nothioj to complain of save their loss of liberty and the enforced absence from their homes and families, but the; were allowed to have visitors 
from time to time. At this particular camp the visitors entered the hall and passed between two lon^ tables while the interned sat on the other side, so that there 
was always the width of a table between the visitors and the visited, this precaution bein| necessary to prevent secret communications from passing. 
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rt^striftioiis iiocoHsnry for uutioiiul 
Many instiiuaoK of aiu-li tlologated legislative 
pow’ttr niigld f>e t|ui>ttsl, ))ut suflieient lias lieen 
suul to iiuliealn the machinery that had grown 
n[) in UI14 to sup])lomont the human limitations 
of I'ailiament. a miwhinory whudi had boon 
evolved from the meehanism lianded down from 
those far ofl' simph'r if less comfortable 
da^■s wlani Proclamations and Orders in 
(.^aincil More the teiTor of the just.. A fourth 
itlass of legislative activity that was a[)|)ari'nt 
during the fireat War is likely to be less pleasing 
to the student of constitutional history. The 
'I'rcnsuri’. on .lauuary 14, P.tl,'), jaiblished an 
•Order by which the issue of new capital under 
the Companies Acts wa.s forbiddi-n without the 
consent of the 'rreusury. This Order, which was 
tolerati'd bv a pu/./.lcil financial world as being, 
on the whole, nece.ssary and desirable was, in 
fact, totally illegal, and it obtained its sanction, 
if sanction it could be called, in a most curious 
way. By the Stock J'lxchange boan scheme, 
formulated by the Treasury on October HI, 
lilll, the Stock Mxehange agreed with the 
'rreasnrv not to reopen without the consent 
and only on the conditions agreed to by the 
Treasury. Tnder the regulations issued in 
pursuaiK-e of this purely |>rivate agreement, 
dealings in new issues were dependent on 
'J'reasury U|)pro\ al, and so the Treasury w ere in 
a position to idieek the issue of new capital by 
fwbidding (jiiotalions on the laaidon Stock 
Kxchange. The I'm-t that bx the < io\ erumeiii 
M’ar flhligatious .Vet Ittlt adiaiiees to 

mi'iiilxrs of the Stock K.xehange by the Bank 
of I'aigland were l•o^'l.|•ed b.\ a statutory 

guarantee may b<i said, in a sense, to have 
justified the (Irder, but eieii in war-time it 
w'ould have been well to ha\ (“ ke)il within the 
liiii'ls of a \ery elastic constitutional syst'-iu 
and not. to have ri'lied on the dispensing' power 
of a Legislative .Viithority which tiaided to 
become restive under a process of delegation of 
powers which in the early decades of the 
twiaitieth century tended to reach a limit 
beyiaid which the wit of man coulil scarcely be 
expected to go. 

It wilfbo u.seful here to illustrate the great 
constitutional jiowcr of the Crown that the 
war showed still to be in existerict'. It is shown 
in a I'rerogatival Order in Council dated 
.'\pril IH, 1!)15. It opens with the following 
recitals :— 

WhornaM ii stataof war exists liotween Ilis Majesty and 
ilie (ferman Empnrur, the Emperor uf Austria King uf 
Hungary, and tlio Sultan of Turkey, 


.\nii whureiiH Ili.s Maje>ty Holds it to Itr Ihs !*rr- 
rogiUivo lluly as w'ell as His Prt'ntgaliie Kigla. to take 
all step.s nece-ssury for tin' dotoiiec uod prolectioa ol tie* 
flt'aitii. 

And wln'rotis it ha.'i iKM’n iiuuU* lf» u|)i»**Hr to ilw 
Miijtist y that It JK cssf'ntuil to iho d<if«*ncn mid protiM tion 
ot the UoHhri that in Iho fixorcwn uf Hw Vruntj'iitivf's iw 
uioirKitid lie shall ftause the* whulu uf tfio insiiliituil Hpaec-^ 
in Hritisli sloaniships iiMially ungttKod in iradin^ hf'twuen 
any pf>Pt. or portw in th« L^oinmonwcahh of Australia or 
in Uio nominion of New ^caiaiul resjMictivoiy, and any 
port or ports in tho Thiited Kinjfdum. to he recjnisinumsl 
ffir the carrium) of rofriyorattMl profincfi from any port t*r 
porta ill tho Coininonwenllli of AnstiHlia ttnd in tho 
Dominion of Now Zealand. 

Now', thoroffiro. Bis Majesty is pleastMl, hy and willi 
tlio iwivicf* of His J*riv\v Cunncil anil m tin? exercist* of 



A RAID NOTJCK. 

A warning to finders of unexplodcd shells* 


Hi.-* rrort>u^ati\'(H a.> afortvsaid, and »>f all oilitn* j»f*w 
J[nn thoreuiiio onahlint^ to tnder, anti it is lien-hv 
tirdoreti |a« rfrtt/'Uj ' 

.And His Majt'sty is further jvhnwsed. hy and willi the 
as ufore.Mxid. Itt aiUhtn’ispi ainl throet tin* PresitJent 
of the Hourtl of 'J'lTwle, the Miiiisler tif 'I'liule anil ( nsttitiis 
ill the (■otinnonwealth of Ausiralnv and the \lnii'*<fr of 
(.’nstoins in tlu' iKaninion of New Zealand iv-xpci iiv4'ly 
It) j.dv(' elTt'ct to ihifs (>rd(*r lu the lollowm^ wav .... 

Ht.Tf \vt^ hti\i‘ Dm' soiiinf hut 

tnifannliar position of fht' Kinu hy liis Pro- 
rogativo J’owor (lir«‘rting tho aolions of the 
Ministers of a Sclf-gov(*rnin^ Dominion \vit!u>iit 
the intervention of tlio Dominion Parliament 
or tlie Dominion (^ahitiet. It wtus u valnahle 
instance of the fatd t)iat tho Prerogative Powen^ 
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of Uk- Crowr, so far from bcinc cxhniistecl, 
wore slil! ill 1015 of vast ocoiioinio xiso in 
s|)c(ilil\' arraot'iiiK iiit('r t.'olonial all'airs and 
«on<cntral nip iIm: mIioIo avnilablo forc« s of 
lliv Knii>iri- on aii>' spofial or urt'oiit prol)|oiii. 
'1 fiat was a very difOTcnt tiling from tlio 
atfom|)t by ibo, Tri'a-siiry. as pari of an arraiigo- 
ount with a. privalo body of (iiiaiiciiTs. to 
iidcrloro «illi Iho issiii' of oapital tor mtlnstrial 
■•nit'rprisr in tlio Jlritisb Kmpiro ovorscas. 'I'lio 
issue of new capital at tliaf. time reijuiri'd, no 
doubt, reeolation, but tliat regulation slii>nld 
bave bi-en made by Orders in (‘omieil onder tlie 
Defence of tile Kealtii Act. 

In tile lioiirs inunediaiely prei'eding tlie out ■ 
break of war tlio King issued a I’roelamatioii 
regarding the Defence of (be Kealm. 'I'liis was 
followeil on August 8, lOlt, by an Act conferring 
on llis Majesty in Conneil power to make 
Hegnlations during tbo war foi. tbe Defence of 
the Kealni, and on .August 28 tins wa.s sujiple- 
meiited by a further Act. and these -Acts were 
consolidati-d and amended by a third .Act ])a,ssed 
on November 27. 111! 1. 'Phis Act was amended 


on Marcli Hi, 1015, by two .Acts, the first of 
wlticli di'iilt with ipiest ions of defenee referred to 
above, while the seeoial created powers for 
ex])edititig the production of war materials. .A 
further .Act to extend the Defence of the Heahn 
Consolidation Act 1914 brought in the State 
Cotilrol of Aleoliol. 'I'he business of the legis- 
lation from August to November, 1014. \vu.s to 
firovide against I'onimnniealions beittg set up 
with the'enemy, to secure the safely of the 
powers of the Crown tiiid of any means of 
eommnnication. and of railways, |)Orts and har- 
honrs, to prevent the spread of false and dan- 
gi-roiis rnmonrs, to secure the navigation of 
vessels in ui'oordaneo with Admiralty direetioiis,’ 
and generally to prevent assistance being given 
to the enemy or the sneeessful proseraition of 
the war being endangered. From .August 12, 
1914, (duborate regulations with tlicse ends in 
view were issued, such, for instance, as regula¬ 
tions dealing with the keeping of carrier pigi ons 
or with the ohscnration of light-, tin- latter 
subject, being one that we deal willi here in 
some 4‘laboralion ns illustrating a peculiar 



MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD. , 

Sir Charles Johnston, the Lord Mayor (19I4-19IS), intpectin){ the Corps of Citizens 

in the City of London. 









THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


55 




PRKPARING ALEXANDRA PALACE FOR THE INTERNMENT OF 
GERMAN PRISONERS. 

F'ixmt< barbed wire in the grounds of the Palace. 


(iiuiii l.Mliin.' of fix' wuf. W'liilo riiilvviiy^ 
’in uwitlcrs of tIcfoiK'o wore fully donll 
the Taiiiiifj over oi tlio niilways hy the (>o\mi 
a a.-! a (liriori iii mat tor. tiiiil thi.s wa.s done 
oil Alienist I, 1!I14, hy the sjioeial provisions 
of iSoctioii |(i of the l{oj'ula,t.ion of the Foreos 
Aol I.HTl. 

'I'lio quest iiai of leKislntioii ri‘lating to llio 
reeulatioii of Trade and Industry in war-tiiuo 
is too vast a. suhjeet and one involving too 
intiiiy eomjilex legal (pie.stions to lu' dealt 
uilli in this ehu|>ler, hut it may generally 
he noted that by an Aet of August. 2H, 1!)14. 
the Board of Trade was gi\-en powers to 
iihtain information as to atoeks of articles 
of eommoree and for enabling posse.s.sion to 
be talij-n of any sueh articles unreasonably 
withhelil. 'Phe same day was piiascd the Cus¬ 
toms (Exportation I’rohihilion) Act 1!)14, by 
which all articles of ovory description could bo 
prohibited from, exportation by Orders in 
Council, wliilo the question ol onemy |iro- 
prietors of jiatents and fnulo marks was dealt 
with in an equitable fasliion. On August 5, 


1914. came I he Royal Proclamation which for¬ 
bade trading with Germany, and this was ex¬ 
tended to ^Vustria-Hungary on Augu.st 12. 'I’ho 
I'rohihition was extended by I’roe.lamation.s of 
Sejitemher 9, .‘f(i, and October S and 20. On 
Septembor 18 was fias.sed an Aet to make pro¬ 
vision with rospis’l to j«-nallies for trading with 
the enemy, and this Act was amended on 
November 27, 1914. This fi<4ieme of legislation, 
coupled with the provisions of the Conunon Law, 
practically stopped even indirect dealing with 
the enemy, though a few bad cases, such os 
the b’ownes ease, were .soveriOy punished. In 
any full consideration of the .subject would have 
to be considered the restrictions involved in 
the doctrini's of contraband and blockade, and 
the various limitations on the u.se of .shipping 
that indirtx'tly limited the trade of England 
during the Great War. 

The question of nationality was. of course, of 
the greatest importance at the opening of the 
(ireat War, and unfortluiatcly the legislation of 
1914 had the tendency to blur the ancient deti- 
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ALIENS AT A LONDON POLICE STATION. 
Waitint to be transferred to an Internment Camp. 


nitp linos. Tho <li>otriiio of qtin.si iilloj;iiiin-o 
(liio by aliens resident in KiiKlniwI lind. moreover 
sa|>|>ed in some eorisiilonible measure llie, true 
doetriiio of allepiaiir’e wliieli vinderlies (be whole 
coiie(-p( ioti of naliotiidily. It is swHieiont to 
sn j here that tlie subjeets of the Llritish Kmpiro 
form one nationality, which is constituted by the 
common allepiance, despite many Parliutnent.s, 
<if many races to one King. In the war legis¬ 
lation of 1914, f)ut certainly tiot of it , was in¬ 
cluded the British Nationality and Status of 
.Aliens Act. 'I'his Act, which rejjcaled tla' 
famous Naturalization Act of 1870 aiul much 
earlier l(>giHlation from the time of Kdwnrfl ITT., 
iletined a natural born British snlqeet as 
follows : 

“ (a) Any |iersoj> born within His Maje.sty's 
dominions and allegiarwe ; and 

“ (b) Any person born out of His Majesty’s 
dominions whose father was a British subji‘ct 
at tla- time of tlud. person's birth, and cathev was 
born within His Majesty’s allegiance or was a 
)ierson to whom a certificate of naturalization 
had been granted ; and 

" (f.) Any jii-rson born on boanl a British 


ship whether in foreign territorial watiTs or 
not." 

.Moreovi'f. the child of a British subject ii 
dei-med to have been born within the King's 
allegiance if born in any (ilace where the King 
i‘xercises jiirisdietion r)\er British subjects. 
l''rom 1914 onwanls the second generation born 
out of the juri.sdietion was in all east's excluded 
from British tiitizenship, thus r'hanging the 
ancient law. 'I'his was a hardship, and in the 
ptteuliar circumstatacs of the Kmpire an un¬ 
necessary and perhajis dangerous change ile- 
signeil to overcome one of th(' diOiculties i>f 
tiouble nationality. A further jinni.sion in (he 
Act with till' .same en<l in view jiermitted the 
ehiid of afori'ign subjeet born in the lOmpiri' and 
the tdiild of a British subjeet bori> abroad to 
adjust, themselves as they thought fit,to the 
environment they preferred. 'J'hus the (ierman 
could remain (Ierman still though born and 
living in the Briti.sh Kmpiri', while the Knglish- 
man’s (-hild lairn abroa<l was almost encouragerl 
to renounce his father's nat.ionaliiy. Such a 
policy wa-s opp<iHcd to national safety. 'I'he 
most dangf'rous class of traitors against. Kngiand 
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in 1914 itjcludf'd not only naturalized Germans os appear ueeessary or expedient for carryin); 

but thoKnglish children of German fathers. Such such restrictions into efl'ect. The Act dealt with 
legiKlutioii ('neoiiraged children of this class to munorous matters : 

remain anti-British. In 1914 there was no I’rohibition of or r('.strietions (m the lauding 

mlequate war legislation on the siihject of nation- orde|wirtureof aliens from the United Kingdom, 
ality Thus the children of Belgians horn in 'I’ho def)ortut.ion of aliens. 

Kngland in 1014-10 were jaesumiibly Kiigli.sh Bestriction.s on th(! residence of alien.s in the 

though ( he jiarental residence was nolonly tern- I'nited Kingdom and their total exclusion from 

porary hut unwilling. Such was <aie of the certain areas. 

sundry absurdities that the unwi.se Act. of 1914 The registration and the <'ontrol of the move- 

brought about. This Act, a.s ill-eon.sirlcred as the inents of aliens in ( he United Kingilom. 

Declaration of Uouilcai in a.notluT field, showed The appointment of olficials to carry orders 

absolutely no foresight, nor any a.])f)recia( ion of into elTccrt with pow<?rs of arrest and search, 
the often dangerous character of the hyphen- Hestrietions on the masters of ships and 

ated Anglo-Gerinans. The alic'U problem at the others. 

openitig of the war firoved this. On Augii.st .5, “Any other tnatters which appear necessary 

IttM, an Act was t)assed to enable the King in or cxp('dicnt with a \iew to the safety of the 

time of war or inuninent natioiail danger or realm.” 

great eiuergi'ncy by Order in tJomioil to iinjioso Tho last provision gn\-e the I’rivy Council 

restrictions on aliens and make such provisions practically the powers of a dictator; but it 



• GERMAN CONCENTRATION CAMP IN ENGLAND. 

Sentries placed in such a position to enable them to see the whole of the camp. 
















DRLM-HEAU SERVICE .T ST. PAUL’S, 
['lie Bishop of London preac i to the troops. 
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should bo roiiwinbon-d t hat similar powers iu 
similar circumstances resided in the Iving ut 
Common Law. There was no mutinor of doubt 
that the absoncc of earlier legislali<ai requu-ing 
the registration of aliens iu ]‘inglatid had created 
a very dnng<'rous .silnation. ^Neither the suc¬ 
cessive (iovernments up to 11)08 it (w hen aSj)eeial 
1 ntolligenee Department was establLshed by the 
Admiralty and the War OHico) nor the people 
at. large had realized, at any rate iti a<lequate 
measure, the elaboration of the German .spy 
system, a. system ilegrading to any self respect- 
4 ng people, but <aie that in its elaboration and 
its detestable character as well as iu its curious 
inability to understand English institutions and 
the English peoj|l<', exa<-tly repr('sented the 
people that had invented it. 

One obvious eritieisni of the hasty Act of 
1914 was that it failed to deal in terms with 
two classes of persons often naa'C d.•mgerons 
than the aliens with whom the very eom]>etent 
L>aidon jiolice were well ae(|nainleil : natural¬ 
ized subjects of the Crown ami the children 
born in England of aliens but who had not 
■remainced their English birth allegiance. Hut 
it was jaobahle that they <'onhl he dealt 
with under the general |)ov\ers re.scrved m the 

A.'t, 

The first Ord('r in Co\ineil under the Act 
was issued on the day that thi‘ .■\<'t was passed. 
Hy this (trder there were only Ki a(ipro\ed 
j4orts hj which aliens <ould enter and leave 
the kingdom. .VII other [lorts were closed. 
ex<'epl under very f>)ieeial eiremostanee.s, ewn 
to alien friends ; w hile an alien enemy could 
not Use an approved [lorl wulaait. a jierinit 
signed by the Seeri'tary for Eoriagn .ViVairs. and 
an> alh'U <’oiild be exehided tnaii entranee. 
E'.very master'of ev ery vessv'l arriving at or 
leaving a ])orl in the I'nited Kingdom was 
obliged to do all that was ne<‘e.ssar\ to enforco 
the Order. The second part of the Order gave 
any Seeri'tarv of State ]iowor to restrict the 
area, of residence of any alien enemy and forbade 
any alien enemy to re.siile in any of the pro- 
liibited areas, which jiractically included the 
whole const line, except with special permis¬ 
sion Any alien in a prohibiteil area and an 
alien enemy in an_y area had to register with 
very full jiarticulars and could not change resi¬ 
dence without noti<‘e. Eo alien enemy could 
travel mon' than five miles from his registered 
addresswithfait a. permit.nor posse.ss any thing 
of use in w'ai;-time. The Order was extended 
and amended on August 10. An alien enemy 


was forliidden to carry on any banking business 
without eon-'enti. or deal with any money or 
si'curities in his bank. The police were given 
full powers of .search. The Order was furtlier 
extended on Augast 12. The approved i>ort.s 
were varied ; the re-entry of deported aliens 
forbidilen. The powers as to pa.s.sengcr shi[is 
w'ere enlarged and the li.st of forbidden articles 
in the possession of aliens was extended. The 
Order was further extended on August. 20 by 
the ri'.strietion of the circulation of alien news¬ 
papers among alien cnemii“s. All the.so Orders 
wore consolidati'd and extended on Septem¬ 
ber 29 and further extended by Statute to the 
Isle of Man. On October 8 alien enemies 
were forbidden by Oi'iler in Council to change 
their names. This Order did not extend to 
Anglo-Germans who were technically subjects 
of the Crown. These efforts to scaiu- extent 
met till' acute dangers of the position Itlpy 
charges in the Vh'tropolis were frequent, whiit) 
charges involving eorrespondeneo with Oemianv 
and the, use of wireless created a feeling of 
unre.st ; and the fear of German spies became a 
.somewhat well-grounded obsession, though it 
sometimes took amu-^ing forms, persoirs with 
German names acquiring reputation.s for scii-n- 
tilic powers of i-onynunicatioii with their native 
laud that would have adorned the genius of 
Huger l>a<'i-u. 

The new special constables jirovcil of con¬ 
siderable u.sc in warding oil ex[)ected attiaks 
l)\' German aliens on points of national import- 
aiae, such as water works and gas works, and 
111 tact there were some .sign.- lhal such attacks 
would have been made early in the war had not 
elaborate jirecaiitions been taken. In some 
cases popular feeling bore soniew hut liardlv lai 
< lermans who were hoiin Jidf traders in various 
districts, but in view of the widespread nature 
ol the (ierinan spy system jiopiilar feeling was lai 
the whole jiistillcd, and th<-re can be no doubt 
that as time pas.sed on and tieruiau oulragres in 
Helgiiim and Erance came to be veritieil I he 
feeling against Germans who remained in 
England hardened. 

On October 9 the Ifome Ofliee is.soed an 
elaborate stateineiit as to German espionage 
The Ollicial ISecrets Act of I'.lll had i iiabled the 
Government, by means of the Special Inti Ihgcnce 
Dc])arlment,between 191 I and 1914. to discover 
“ the ramifications of t he < ierman Si-eret Service 
in England,” and immediately befoiv the out¬ 
break of war 2t) known spies were arrested and 
upwards of 2illt kc|>t under special ob.servation. 
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THE CJREAT CHURCH PARADE AT THE ALBERT HALL 
DivisionK of Special Conatables attended from all parts of London. 


Tli<‘ llotiifi Offico Imlifjvccl tliHf lliosjjy or^tani- 
Kation had haon. at any rate Ictnpornrily, broken 
iit>. 'rhPcnbloaiid])<>MfalccnH<)rHhi|><‘r<-Htod nndiT 
lilt! Dt'fi'ncc. of tb(! Realm ApIh had been of use 
111 Ibis resfieet. Then! had btw'ii no trwes of 
seeret, eonspiraeies to eoirimit (rtitmgo.s, but in 
order to ward olT tho poswibility about 9,000 


<Jeriiians and Aiiatrians of military ago hail been 
inl-f'mcd. Kreneh oritieH severely critieizod Mr. 
McKenna’s tempered optimism. Tho German 
system of ttspionago in Kiigland was, in their 
judgment, very elaborate, and pulflie cijiinion in 
England sujiportod the Kreneh view. Tho Ger¬ 
mans wore using immense efforts lo restore, their 
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spy In rnkl-Ort())>('r 40 (ionniin spif>H 

disgiiirtod tm Bolgiiin rol'iigoes wcro arrested at 
Devor, an<l ft few days JaUir nil alien enemies 
weni ordered to quit iirigliton, though natura¬ 
lized Germans and Austrians were ahle. to 
remain in resideia-e. 

Towards the eiid of Getober t.liere were 
arrests of alien enemies, inehiding ninny jiro- 
minent business men, throughout tlie eoiintry. 
The cost and sout h coast towns were eleured, 
but in all of them the most dangerous class, 
the naturalized German, remained at large. 
On Oc'tolx'r liO the I^ondon Chamber of (Vim- 
mer<-e demanded Juore stringjgit jireeiiutions 
in ihe ease of naturahV.eil Ilritish subjects of 
enemy origin. On November 2 the trial of 
the Gorman naval lieutenant, Carl Hans 
Lody. a spy of the first rank, was eonoluded. 
He was found guilty and condemned to bo 
shot., a sentoneo duly carried out at the Tower. 
This was the first of several executions for 
espionage. On November 2 there was a 
debate in the House of Ccaumons on the whole 
spy question, in which the vacillating policy 
of the Government, on the alien (piestion was 
vi'heincntly denounced. Mr. llonar l.nw, who 
wiiK not yet a member of the Go\ernment. 
dts’lared that Ihe men who were likely to 
injure the country were the best educated 
i-.nd best class of aliens then in Kngland. The 
warning look elTect, for it was well known that 
jiersoiis of German origin wei-r> still exercising' 
'Vreat influence both in Knglish society and in 
Knglish finance. Despite all these dilliculties 
tlie llritish N'ationalily and Slatus of Aliens 
Act of 1914 was allowed uriamcuiled to come 
into opiTatiiai eu .(auua.ry I. lIH.'i. Indeed, 
the alien diflicuHy was by no means in hand. 
]\lr. McKenna on February 4 .slated Hail there 
were 22.liOO male alien enemies in the Metropoli¬ 
tan I’olii'C liistrict., of w h<au abiail I li.lHtO w ere of 
military age, while there were still <-onxidcrahle 
numbers in the prohibited areas on the east and 
south coasts. To what extent. Grrman spies 
dressed in khaki were present in the r ouulry it 
is impossible to say: the wildest rumours lai 
the subject were current early in 191.'"i. and in 
fact tlni Admiralty warned c(>nfraelorB against 
workers of this type. ]n Ireland alien enemies 
of both sexes were alleged, by the Graml .lory 
at the ('onniy Mayo Assizes at Castk'bai' on 
March IS, to be (it large in Ihe country and it 
was staled .that no adequate precautions had 
been taken to prevent eommunicalion between 
such persons and enemy shijis and suhmarini's. 


This warning wn.s apparently neglected by the 
Government. 

On Marcli 22 iind Ajiril 12, 191.a, Orders in 
Council further amended the Defence of the 
Jtcahn (Consolidation) Kegulations, ltll4. TIumc 
w ere i.ssued jiartly in connexion with the Defence 
of the Keahn (Amendment) Act, 191"), which 
provided for tlie trial by civil courts, with a 
jur\’, but in vamcm if the ])ro.secution thought 
it necessary, of olTcnees hitherto triable only by 
court-martial. Under t ho now Act.sentence had, 
in any case, to be delivered in public. Tlie 
Oriler of April 13 enabled persona w ho w-ere to 
111- fried under the Act to be arre.stod without 
warrant, on the formal reque.st of the com- 
jietent naval or militiiry a.uthoritio.s. An Order 
of Ihe same date also tightened the e.xist.- 
iiig provision as to passports in the ease of 
incoming aliens. Tt also provided that afti-r 
April 2.') all persons staying at inns or board¬ 
ing-houses Bhoiild be registered. But, despite 
many precautions and many arrests under 
the Orders in Couneil, unrest on the alien ques¬ 
tion pervaik'd the country, and in May, 191.'), 
reiicheil a crisis in lavcrpool and London, 
after the sinking of the laisitania. The Boyal 
F.xchange, and other exchanges, decided to 
exclude persons of enemy birth, and a largo 
deputation urged u)ion the Government morn 
stringent action. There was a growing move¬ 
ment in fnrour of a new measure of intern¬ 
ment even in the case of women. On May 12 
all enemy Knights of the Garter were struck 
otf Ihe Boll by the Order of the King, and 
the Cahinet decided to intern all alien enemies 
unless g'roiinds for exceptional treatment were 
shown, and a .special tribunal to ilecide claims, 
^iindcr Mr. .lustice ^■ounger, was .set up. Miuiv 
nut iirali-zed citizens of German birth, inchidiiie 
certain eminent firofessors, publicly protested 
their loyalty', and there were, no doubt, many 
jiersons of German birth who were entirely 
loyal to the country of their adoption. In all 
sui'h eases it is certain that complete justice 
was done. The I’rimo Minister, on Ma\- 22. 
publicly' b'slified to the loyally of Sir Kdgur 
Speyer. That member of the Privy Goiincil. 
however, resented so strongly the allegations 
against his loyalty that he mentually left 
his adopted country and retired to America. 
■Meantime many' spy trials became necess.Trv. 
The tiermans had evidently reorgani-/.ed 
with .some success their (‘spionage svstern, 
while the story from Amt>riea of Ignatius 
I’imothy' 'rribilch Liix-oln, cx M.P. for Dar- 
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Territorials on the English Coast, 


linixtori, ft spy of fon.si(lcriil)li’“ t;ifts. runs; 
Ihrotigli the cniintry. Hut nut urulizeil (ieniiuns 
of oiiiinenee still remiiined at large, s.-von in 
cases that gave rise to unn'sf. and st'rious 
suspicion. A desperate utteiiipt was made Jlo 
secure the freetlom f>f Huron von Hissing, the 
half-brother of the infamous military Governor 
of Helginm, and was only rejected by the 
Courts late in July, a few days before a series 
of important arrests of very daug<Tons German 
spies. Any hard cases of social estrangement 
<;ould well be Jnstitieil in the autumn of Hilo 
by the fact that the rcorgani/.ation of the 
Gemiiin spy system synchronized with a new 
Zeppelin campaign. Though there were a series 
of o.veciitions these were kept within the closest 
limits. No woman was oxeculcd, and Mr. 
Hoosevi.'lt in America testified to English 
magnanimity in the extremely tlilhcult position 
presented by the alien problem. 

On Jatiuary 27, HHd, an Order in Council 
amended the Aliens Hestriction-s Orders by 
extending tiu! duty to registor with the police 
to all aliens everywhere except in the Metro¬ 
politan J’olice District, where only alien friends 
who enteretl the nrea after February 14 were 
required to register. One of the dilliciiltics of 


dealing with dangi'rous aliens was that the 
minute pacifist party in the Ilou.se of Commons 
was ftlwaj'B rcadj' to raise a <.'ry against 
control Thus Mr. Charles Trev<*lyan, on 
March 2.‘$, IlHfi, dealt with fine indignation 
with the ease of ‘‘a squire’s (laughter,” who 
was stated to be a lady of pure English ex¬ 
traction, arrested in Sept(>mbor at h<*r father'.s 
house in his absence and wrongly detained for 
months in ait internment camp. The Attorney, 
(ieneral thereupon related the facts. Since 
11)09 “the s(piir('’a danghtor ” had been an 
intimate friend of a jjcrson who had to floe 
from li’.ngland bi'cause ho wa-s a.s.sociated with 
sedition and attempts at a-s-sassination Near 
the beginning of the war ho left England and 
went to Herlin. He had since, been enqjoyed 
as an agent of the eni'iny in H(>rlin—an agent 
of a particularly dangerous and vile kind. He 
had from timi‘ to time left Herlin and visitcil 
neutral countries for the purpose of arranging 
meetings with people in England with whom 
ho found it convenient or profitable to continue 
his relations. In May, 191.7), this lady went 
to Switzerland to meet the spy and I h(< two 
.stayed in the same hotel sevei-id days. She 
had admitti'd that she was told by this .spy 
that ho was in the employment of tin- Gorman 
Govermnent and laid an ollico in Herlin. She 
retiu-ncd to England carrying a nio.s.siigc, from 
him to oni* of his proved aecomphco.s in thi- 
country. On tho occasion of la'r ari-i-st there 
was found literature of an e.xtremc.ly sish^iouS 
character advocutitig revolution ami inur liT. 

Some ri'fi'rence must be made a* this point 
to the passport system, which was the natural 
supplement to the ligislation againsi alien 
cnomios. England mo\cil slowly.in tho matter. 
Jt was not until January 19, HH."), that the 
Foreign Ollico revised the sv'ste.m and form oi 
passports grant <s I to Hriti.sh subjects for 
travelling to fon-ign countries. On February 1. 
1915, all Hriti.sh [)nssportR hold by British 
subject.s in the luiitod Kingdom and issiu'd 
before August 5, 1914, became invalid, and 
the holilers needing them had to mako appli¬ 
cation for new passports. Similar passports 
hold by British subjtxits in Franco, Algit-rs. 
Morocco, Spain, I’ortugal, Italy, Switzetland. 
Holland, Oomnark, Norway, and Sweden 
beCamo imalid on March 1, 1015, and could 
only bo made f)nt anew on application to 
the nean'st British Consul. In all other 
co\miries the British j)as.sport become invalid 
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from Aligns!. 1, 1915. I'ns^ports issued 

bofwoon August 5, 1014, «nii February 1, 
n»ir), at a cost of five shillings wore to be 
viihil for two j'oars only, but were eiipablo 
of ifiiowtil. If the holders desired to proeeed 
lo h’raneo or Btilgiuiu there wii.s neeessary a 
siippleineiitary ilooument and r/'wi. from a 
F’reiieh or lielgiun diploniatie or eonsiilar 
oHieer. From February 1, 1915, no person 
wa.s allowed to lease I ho United Kingdom 
for I'ranee or Melaiuni wilhoiit a valid 
passport, and tins prineiple wa.s exli'iitleil to 
all sailines. 

By the Aliens P.estrietion (Amendmenl.) 
Order of April 1 i!, 1915, it was directed that 
after April l’r>. 1915, an alien eomuig from or 
iiilindini; to jiroeeed lo any (ilaeo out of the 
I niled Kingdom a.s a passengi'r should not 
without till' special permi.ssion of .a Seeretary 
of Slate, lanil or emliark at any port in tie- 
Fnited Kingdom unless be had in his pos,ses.sien 
a jiassport issued lo Inm not mote than two 
\ ears previously by or on b'-lailf of the (io\eni- 
ment of the eountiy ol which ho was a subject 
or eiti/en, or some other document satisfae- 


toiily establishing his naliotialify and identity, 
to w'hieh passjioit or doetiment then- had to 
bo at.taehed a photograpli of the alien to whom 
it related. Moreover, after the sauK- date an 
alien could not, without the special permission 
of the registration oflieer, enter any prohibited 
area unless he hud in his possession stieh a 
pas.sport anil photograph. Moi'oover. by t ho 
Defence of the Kealm (Vaisoliflaled Kegiila- 
tions tlio forgery of naval or military or polieo 
passes or of passports became ttn offetiee, 
wliile if any peison wa,s found in possession 
of a falso passjiort, or being an alie.n enemy 
|iassed under a false name, heavy pt'nalties 
eoultl be impo.sed. Tlie passport H\-stem 
wtiieli was bf'iiig freely alaistd in the earlier 
miaitlis of tlie war, a|id was with stane skill 
evaded hy Oermans under the guise and eany- 
ing liie ptissport.s of .Vmera an suhjeets was thus 
in some measnre safegmirdid and aiiii.'iidcil. 
The system worked la tter tlain U]i)H".tret.l likely 
on pallet', and it w-is largi'ly diit' to this m 'llital 
that the (lerman .s\stem of es])ionage wtis 
brought within souk thing like tolerable 
liiiiils 
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Tho funitiuiicntHl (]uoKtii)n of civil control 
in war-tinro was, of course, chiefly associated 
with the civil |)olic(', (hough in proclabnotl 
areas th(» <-outrol, in a large measure, was 
necessarily in tiie hands of th(» militiiry autho¬ 
rities. 'J’lie intcri'sting story of the history 
of the police forces in England cannot be 
related here in detail, hut in order to uj)|)rt«'iato 
the jiosition that existcil in 1914 it Ls necessary 
to draw attention to the lotail, and in a sense 
\-oluutary, character of the policing of JOngland 
from Saxon <lnys. 



BARON VON BISSINO WITH HIS WIFE. 
The Karon was the half-brother of the (Herman 
Military Governor of Belgium. He was interned 
July, 1915. 

'J’he principle of suretyship underlay the 
whole system. In the earliest times men were 
elected by their fellows ff>r the j)rcserv’ation 
of the peace, and, though the .system gradually 
died away ns the central authorities gnnv 
strong T, yet t he tOective ollicers of what 
were callefi litiad-borouglis were still in exis¬ 
tence in tho mid-nineteenth century, liesides 
this universal organization, so pocnliarly 
English, fur maintaining law and order, each 


hundri'd had and still has a high constable, 
while j»etty constables wore aftpointial in 
(■ach township and parish. The origin of 
those ollicers was the necessity of having 
person.s who could report to the central aut ho¬ 
rities ns to loi-al r<'a<liness in connexion with 
the furnishing of men and arms for national 
defence, and on such oflicials ever increa.singcivil 
I)olico <lutics wore imposed by tho local courts 
that aj)pointed thi'iii. 1’he p<!(.ty constable 
could still exist in rural districts : the common- 
law power of creating local means of ticfence 
against ('rime was still existent. Shakespeare 
has made these constables famous for all 
time. 'I’heir place in towns was takcai by 
beatlles and watchmen, but the.so had long 
since ilisuppeunal at the date of the Cr<^at 
^^'ar. As town conditions bc'came more <'om- 
plcx and the growth of crime, drunkenness, 
and .s<ulition in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries became entirely' beyond tho grasp 
of the amateur, new means had to be taken, 
after a long j)criod of chaos, to deal w'ith town 
j»olic(i problems. Thus in 1S29 the famous 
IMctropolitan Police Force was formed by the 
Home Secretary, who became Sir Hobert 
Peel. In 1839 tho City of l.ondon (which was 
not within the lMetro|)olilan Police area, 
and had always policed it.self) secured by 
statut<- its ow'n police force, and in the same 
j'ear the County Police .Act came into opera¬ 
tion, and provided a new national organiza¬ 
tion which bc<?ame comjailsory in IS.'itl. 
'I’liorc were in 1914 no fewer than sixty county 
police forces in Euglaial and Wales. Thus 
tho local principle had been maintaimsl, and 
had bc<-tj found to work with a high (k'lrree of 
cllicicncy. In a ]>raetical sensi^ all the.so 
various lorcc.s wi'r<' united and worked together 
against crime; but then' was much local 
inili‘[)endence, and the vari<ais forces, no 
doubt, reacted upon one another with a beno- 
ficial form of competition in clliciency. In 
addition to these there were in exi.stencc borough 
police forces, and in 1914, ac<«rding to Sir 
Robert Anderson’s admirable article in 1-ord 
Hulsbury’s volumes on 'I'hr Lav’n of 
there w ere no fewer than “128 castis of honaiglts 
which maintain a sc'jiai'ate police force.” 
Over the whole system the Home Ollice kept 
a paternal eye, but it is probahk- that on the 
outbreak of war tho extraoistinary local com- 
pk-xity of th<( English police system made the 
control of aliens and of motor traffic an 
Jixtremely difficult matt-i'r. But the various 
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COURT-MARTIAl. ON A OERMAN SHY. 

The trial of Carl Hans Lody at the Middlesex Cuildhall, under the presidency of Mojor-Ceneral Lord 
Cheylesmore. The prisoner was found tjuilty and condemned to be shot, a sentence which was duly 

carried out at the Tower of London. 


boflios of ftolico had a.ni|)l<' stntiilory powiT to 
HHHiat oiK^ allothor, a.iul this power was of 
ftroat use in tliu time of tlio (.Jroat AVar. A’cf. 
in that, war, ns in. many oarlior times of j:r-eaL 
tiinerf'eney, it. was plain that the polieo was 
iniwieipiato for tho whole of the work tliat, 
in due eonrso, would have fallen upon it ; 
and for two reasons. First, it was antieipaled 


that large numbers of the younger eoustahles 
wouM join or rejoin the fighting fori'es of tho 
drown, and this etailingeni'y was, in fact, 
dealt with by Statute, and in any event 
without sueh reduelion the polieo system of the 
isaintry was un<lormnnned for the new con¬ 
ditions and for tlie immense aiiaamt of local 
Buporvision, in.spection, anil control that auto- 












AT THE UNION JACK CLUB, WATERLOO ROAD, LONDON, 
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matically bocamo nocossary with the outbreak 
of war against a country whoso nationals 
had so lic'oply ponotruted England. Conso- 
quontly the Govenuuent decided to .supplo- 
luont th(! regular jiolico with men found under 
(he old j)rtt(rtice of appointing sjii-eial cou- 
stahles. It has always, it is believed, been 
possible at coiUnion law for the local authority 
ri-sponsiblo foi‘ law and order to swear in special 
eoiislidiles. Indeed, that was, in fact, the 
regular jinielieo from Saxon times. But in 
]S2(( <louhts laid arisen os to the power of the 
t'rown to cuaupel jxwsons to iu.;t a.s special 
constables e.veept in cases of tumult, riot, or 
, i'elouy, au<l .so ou July H an Act- wa.s pa.s.sed 
enabling the jirstici'S to appoint, .special con- 
.-.tables on the rea.senable appri'hension and 
lor till' prevention of tumult and riot. On 
October I."!, 18.'!I, the law ou the subject was 
amended, and the following oath formulated: 

I. .1. it, do Hwoar. Iliiil 1 wilt writ und Indy .sorvo our 
l.oni file tvliig in tl»o ottioo of Sgticial Coa- 

rtal.lo lor tlio j,tiri-.li or [lownsliig] of - williout 

Ijivoiir or uUiM-iiofi, ijiidiro or ill will: anti tlial. 1 will 
It* (ho Itost ot Toy ptiwor rtioHo the |ntiu-o to ho Ut'pt and 
jirohorNod, and proToia all olTitia-os apainst I ho jiarsons 
iintl pnijiorlios of flis Majt-sly'a .tnhjaota; mat Itiat 
wllilo 1 foiiUnia.' It* Iiolti (ha t-ait.l ttlliat: I wilt (o da' btt.st. 
'll (iLy vLill aial IviittwlT'tiy*' disclairga all Itie diitios 
iharaol faiihfullj aafoitling to Ia\T. St* Itolp mt» (iod. 

't he extremely imporlanl Act laid dovtn the 
funihuiieidal [)rinci|ile that persons liable to be 
ii<*mmaled as parish constables could bo com- 
^pcllcd to serve, and this provision was in force 
at the ojicning of the war. On .August. 28, lltlt, 
an .Act was iia.s.seil enabling the King by Order 
ill Council to iiiaki' regulations with respf'ct to 
the a]*pointmcnt lunl po.silion of sjiecial con¬ 
stables ap|)oinled during the war under the Act 
ot ISill or I hi'Municipal Corporation.s Act. 1882. 
'riie Act applied to Ireland in yirtiie of the 
Special (/onsfahles (Ireland) Act, 18;t2 and other 
.Acts, aiitl (o iScolland in \irlue of the Burgh 
I’olicc (Scotland) .Act, 181)2. Jt i.s significant 
of the Irish |>osifioii thid, no Order in Couneil 
brought the Act of 1914 into elTeetive oja-ration 
m Ireland until March 11, It tins not 

clear vihetiKT. before or after this order, the 
specialeorislabuhiry .system was ever ofTeetivoly 
iisi'd fit’ thi' vital purpose ot 4‘oa.st land control. 
Had Kiifh a .system been fully at work the wild 
atteni()t at Hie ]’rus.sianization of In'lnnd jniglif, 
perliiips, never have bei'ii niadi’ 

AVbile Irelaiiil •had to wait for lior special 
I'onstables lAII ATareb, 191.'), the English system 
was at work in Aiigast, 1914, and was s|M'cially 
regulated by Order in t'oimcil on September 9. 


An Order dealing with Scotland followed on 
September 17 in pursuance of a S|>ecial Act 
passed on August 10. The English Order was 
amended on February 8,1915, and by subsenuont 
Orders. The Scottish Act was amended ou 
May 19, 191,'). 

It is unnocesKury to pursue further tlie 
machinery of the special eonslabiihiry system 
in England and Scotland, but it is desirable 
to say a few words about a force that, was of 
the highest value at the iiperiiug of the war 
in defemling points of so vital and vulner¬ 
able a eliaraeler that any sudden nltiwk hy 
higli exj)losi\es would have disorganized the 
entire economies of t he great cities of England. 
The sjiiTcial eonstabnlary st<*adily tended to 
heeniiie a. highly organized body of men desj)ite 
the fact that most of the constables were busily 
engaged in their ordinary avocations all day. 
Ko doubt a certain number of men in the early 
days were in the .special police ranks who ought 
to liav *' been at the front,, and a certain number 
of men ill .some divisions earried the badge while 
only doing a very low miiiiiuum of serious work, 
but taking the vast majority of the special 
constables the countiw- tlirougli, lb(> work 
rendered was Worlby of tho highest praise. 
It was work that involved neither gtorv nor, 
at first, unif'irm ; if iuvolveil much discom 
fort, and iimeli deprivation of .sleep, hut it 
was of tlio liighesf im|iortimee siiiec it created 
11 great re.seri e jioliee fori-o w hich slioiild 
never again have lieeii allowed to litp.se. This 
amateur foree wiis received iu thf kindest 
fashion by the regular police, who rapidly 
instilled (be lesson that civil control in England 
is secured not by foree or llu'cats but by tael. 
Consideration tuul kindliness, 'file inheri'iit 
eaiiiieity of Englishmen for government was 
shown fully in this .small tii'ld where tlie men 
drawn from every elii.ss rapidly heeiuue ellieienl 
iu the luaiiagemeiil of men, women, ehildri'ii 
and traltie, the eoidrol of the iirgeiu lighling 
prohlem, and in many eii.si's in the very dillieiilt 
work of street eiail rol. For some lime there was 
a tendency aiu(*ng the piihlie to smile at th(' 
special eonstiihle. hut before umiiy moiitlis 
elapsed it was reali/ed that he was eflieientlv 
taking the place of men on mere urgent .service, 
and wa.s well illustrating the Miltonic thesis 
that they too servo who only stand and wait. 
When large numbers of special constables in 
April, 19Ui, marehod through Eotidon and 
attended Divine service at the Allierl Hall and 
e’sewhere it was ronlized what u co*npctent 
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police force hud been Jjrouglil into existence, 
liirgely by the assistance «.)!' the regular policas to 
• h'tti with till- nmny jwoblejiis of iiietropolilan 
life. What was true of Lonilon was o(jually 
true of t he other great towns and of the country 
districts. The iinportanco of tlu' work done 
by the special constabulary on tbc lla.st Coti.st 
is not likely to be forgotten. 1'his now force 
aI.so answ<'n'il a luca'o rt'inot*.' purpos«-. Jt 
bnaight men of all classes aiai opinions togotber, 
it <'rcated a now sense of fraternity among dif¬ 
ferent grades and dilTercnt political sections, 
anil in the (loorer dislri<-ts aroused a sense of 
contidence and law-abidingness that bad raibcr 
tended to be sapped by the course of events in 
the early .stages of tin- war. The moxeiuent was 
an cxanijde of soniething of lasting importance 
arising from small beginnings. The earlier use 



NON-TREATING NOTICE 
Posted up in public-houses. 

of s|)ecial constables was at the most for a few 
days in limited area.s, , .Tn the Great War the 
new police ])erumbulated l.bc land from end to 
end with the ino.st u.scfid social results. Such 
results wore the recognition that the special 
constable chiefly desired. 

One ol the most notable legi.slativc e\eiits 
arising out of the Great \\'nr was the attempt,, 
which jaoved unexpei ti'dly successful, to con¬ 
trol tbc evils of the tratlii- in alcohol. 'I'be (jnes- 
tion was attm.-keil in an inade(|ualc fashion at 
the opening of the war. On August ill, 1!(14, an 
Act was passed enabling the licensing justices 
upon the ris-ommendatioti of the chief ollicer of 
police in any licensing district to rest riitt by 
order the side or cousiunption of intoxicating 
liquor iit licensed houses or registered clubs, 


with the proviso that if n restriction was to 
become operative curlier than nine at night it 
bad to bo ap()rove<l by the Secretary of State. 
JJofore this date, on August 12, 1914, by tbo 
Jiefonec of the Realm Regulations, passed 
under t bo Dofeuce of tbo .Kcalm Act. of .4ugiist 8. 
the <-om{)et.eut xiaval ami military authorities 
were enabled to retpiiro all licensed pri'inises 
vt itbin or in tbc neigbboiirbood of any dofemlcd 
harbour to bi.‘ closed exoojxt during .spocitied 
bour.s, and this power was, on September I, 
1014, extended to all ijroclaimod areas. 'J'lio 
same Order imposed the liability to jienal 
sor\’itude for life on any person who gave or 
sokl iptoxieating liquor to a member of any of 
llis Majesty’s Fon-es «i(li the object of eliciting 
information for the hciicfif of the enemy, or of 
making any lucmhcr of His Majesty’s Forcc-- 
cmjiloycd in Iho defence of any ra.ilvuv, dock, 
or harbour drunk when not on duty, or 
u 111 ) gave or sold intoxicating bquor to such 
mendier when on duty, whatever flic iutcnl. 
might he. 

'I'licsc various provi.siun.s, inb-ndcil to prc.scrv c 
order and cHica-ncy among the civil and 
military po|)iilaliou, ]trovcd totally iuadequalc 
to meet a rapidly growing danger, and during 
May, June, and Jul_\', lOla, after tremeudon- 
agitation iu and out of I’arli uncut, stringent 
machiuer\ was created hy Mr. IJovil George, 
the Minister of Munition.---, to dc d with (hewliole 
(piestion of eveossivo drinking. The White^ 
I’liper of May 1, 191S, .showed the vasine.ss ot 
the c\il and the necessity of immediate aetiun 
]{y the JJefenco of the Realm (iVniendmcnt) 
(No. 9) Act, ISdri, pas.scd on May 19, and the 
Oriler in Counei! establishing the Ocfcncc of f he 
Realm (Liquor Control) Rogulation.s of .June 19. 
1910, the Central (.'ontrol Board (Li(|uor 
'I'raflic) was established as the central authorii v 
tor the Stale control in liquor tr.dlic in such 
areas as should from time to timt' he defined In 
Order in Council. <,)n July 0, 191.'‘i, ten such 
arcus were defined in England, on July 28 two 
Scottish lu-ciis wore dcliued, a third Scottish 
area followed on Si-ptember 14, and the J.undon 
area on Si-ptcmbcr 24. Oi-dors by the Central 
(.'ontrol Board in each ca.»o followed, vfith ton 
days’ notico. Tho.so Orders, which, with the 
o.xccjition of the l.ondon Order, wore praef ioiilly 
idjenticol, came ini o force a.s follows : Now lan on 
(July 20), Southampton (Aug'ust 2), Barrow-in- 
Furnoss (August 2), Dartford (Augilst 0), North- 
East Coast (August 10), Bristol and Avomnout h 
(August 10), ]jivor[)ool and Mersey .District 
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A SOLDIERS- REFRESHMENT BAR. 

A scene «t \’ictoria Sliilion. 

(AxiRiisI: Ifi), Nt'xvp<irt, CardiiT Hint I’lirrv vidnd that Ihi' sale or Mijiply of intoxicalmu 
(Auiiiist 18), Scotlniid, West (.'''iitral (Aiiiriist. li(|iior, vhcllior for '•onsmniition on or olT 
2!l), Scotland. Kast t'cnlral (Aniiosl 21!). Scot- Ihc (irciniHcs, .-jlioiitd ordinarily be rc.striidcd 

land. Nort.licrri (Soptcnibcr 27). TIuih xvc may to (wo and a half lionrs in Ihc middle of I he 

Hay that, a wholo year was allowed (o elapse day and to Ihrec (or in some cases two) hours 

before any snlxstantinl attonipt «as mailo to in (he cvining. Thus sale was prohibited 

deal wi(h the problem. before noon anil hetwtien 2.1(0 and (i or (i.KO p.ni. 

-rile Orders of duly and Angusi, 1015, pro- The sale of sjiirits for off consumption xvas 
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AT A YOUNC; MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION BUFERT. 

The Duches* of Ar|[yll with Major-General Sir Francis Lloyd, General Officer Commanding London 

District, serving out tea at Wimbledon. 


]>rollibitfd in tlio ctcaiiiK'i (ind on SntiirdHyK. 
“ Treating; " and iTi-dil sales Mere absolutely 
jirobibited. ami elubs were brougbt. wit.biii tlie 
mi.sehief aimed at by (be Order Hut lieensed 
liremises could sell nou-alcoliolic lifjuors 
durintt tin |>robibited hours. 'I'lie first Hc‘|iort 
of the (..'entral Control Hoard, dated October 12, 
l!H.''>. showed (hill the Order had hail an iiiiiuc- 
diale elTect ou the jirosecutions atid convictions 
for drunkenness, and tlicrc was evidence that 
drinking had niati'rially diniinishcd and that 
social order and the condition of homes and of 
<diiklren had improved, while increased wauea 
wiTc bi-ing saved. Hut i(. was necessary to wait 
for some months before tile full < tfect of the 
Orders could be nieasiireil. For somi' totally 
inexplicable reason Jaindon was practically 
4-xchldcd from the beiadit of these provisions. 
‘‘ 'J’reating,” “ on the urgent rejiresi'idations of 
the military authorities,” was forbiilden in the 
Metropolis and tlie dilution of sjiirits was 
.sanctioned, but tlie tpiestion of tin' restriction 
of drinking hours (extraordinarily necessary 
from the point of view of (he troops) was 
“ carefully considered with a view to the special 
requirements of Ixindon.” 

Hut the neeil, in tla; interests both of labour 
and W'ar problems, as W'ell a.s of national health. 


was so urgent, (ho example of Russia .and 
France so splendid, that. London could not 
stand out. and (he second Report of the t'entrtil 
Control Hoanl, dated May 1, KHC). shows in 
detail how the Ministiw of Munitions and other 
Departments iin'olved in unison with the Hoard 
attacked the drink jiroblem from its bases all 
over till' country. The Itoard realized that 
the evil results arising from cxcessivi' indiil- 
genci’ ill intoxicating liipior are freipicntly due, 
riot so much to the unrestricted facilities for 
obtaining it or e\en to the iletrimental practice 
of coiisumiiig it at irregular tinii'saml imaecotn- 
(lanied by a meal, as to the ubseiiee of whole- 
■some and sati.sfying substitutes, whether food 
or drink. 'I'he Hoard, therefore, jx'tiding a 
large refonn of tin' machinery for the provision 
of refreshments, took stcfis at oneo to urge the 
inijirovetiietit of pul.iliediou.ses and the pro- 
vi-sioii of good elieii)) eaii(een.s. IMtireover, in 
Oetoher, lOl.'i, a Committoo of Wrimen imrler 
Mrs. Creighton was appointed to consider the 
question of excessive drinking among women. 
The London District, with u po|)ulation of over 
7,0l>(l,t)(>0 iierson.s, was brought under Order on 
November 2D, 1915, some 1(1 months after 
the outbreak of war. It is tliffieult to measure 
the misery and loss that tills unpordoiiablo 
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•lolay ontailecl. The Report of May, Iftlfi, 
sets out as an example of the Orders that then 
applied to over 30 inilliotm of people the Order 
that on February 17, 1910, was ni)plied to the 
southern mililary and transport area, including 
I’ortsmouth and Southampton. l,ic(aised pro¬ 
mises and clubs were only to ho open for the 
consun\ption of alcohol on week dnj's between 
noon and 2.30 p.m. and f> and 9 p.m. ; on 
Sundays between 12.30 and 2.30 p.m. and 
0 and 9 p.m. In certain other areas l.he closing 
hour was 8 p!m., in others there were no midday 
lunirs on Saturdays, and the j)laces of resort 
were open instead between 4 and 9 p.m. For 
purposes of consinnptioii oil tlie prenuses in 
most cases olf-sah'S had to cease an hour earlier 
t han on .sales to jaevent the carrying away of 
intoxicants for the purposes of continuing 
(h'inking at home. The off-sale of spirits nas 
only permitted from Mondays to Fridays in the 
midday period and «as forhiddi'n altogether in 
lh<! evening and on Simdays, while a minimum 
•sale i>f a ((uart botl le was imposed, tlius destroy ¬ 
ing the traili' in small (laslt-s. I’lie Orders 
plac(!<l sulistantial restrictions on the dislribu- 
tion of aliohol. Alcohol sold by distribution 
had to be detinii.elv ordered and invoiieil and 
(•nteri'd in a day book, and no monev was 
allowed t.o be taken at the doer im dehverv. 
These pro\ isions wen' aimed at cla-eking what 
the Iteport ealle<l the “ pushing ' of iutoxi<'unts 
iiWo private houses J'be Order permitted 
alcohol to bo drunk with meals in a club or 
licensed premisi's during a p<'riod of half an hoi r 
after closing time if orih-red before closing time, 
and did not limit the eiarsumptiou of alcohol 
by persons residing on the premise.-., ft also 
alIowei.l the sale of alcohol ivt all hours on 
modical certificate for imnu'diut.c medicinal 
purpose.s. 'rhc.so restrictions were ri'anouafile. 
“ Treating ” was totally prohibited with cfleetive 
results, and especially when tho net of treating 
was extended from tho licensed premises to the 
vicinity, thus meeting a rather obvious method 
of evasion. Tho giving of credit for intoxicants 
was absolutely forbidden in all the Orders, and 
the good olTect of tho provision has boon 
universal. The Orders, moreover, ubolisbed 
tliat vague and incredible person tlie bona-lido 
traveller and with him destroyed the last 
vestige of the wandering tramps and scholars 
of the Middle A^es. 

Jfnt tho hnsiness of the Hoard wn.'f not only 
to di.se<airage and penalize tho drink truflle but 
to facilitate and encourage and even undertake 


the supply of food for munition and transport 
workers. For this jnirfioso tho Hoard strove to 
increase facilities at public lioiiscs and cstablisli 
W'licro necessary industrial canteens inside nr 
within easy' access of the works,snjiplying bolli 
substantial meats and light rpfreslimonls at 
reaseiiable prices. 'I'ho Ueporf giv'cs a useful 
lu'couut of tho ostahlishment of these canb'cns, 
wlii<?h had become, in view of tlie va.st aggre¬ 
gation in certain areas of nmniton and trans- 
jKirt workers, an alisoliito nocos.sity. Canteens 
were, inftu't, established in largo iiumhers hj't he 



THK REDUCTION OK LICHT. 

Whitewaiihin^ the kerbs to enable pedestrians to 
discern the edge of the pavement after dark. 


Government itself, by the owmers of edntrollod 
estahltslunenls, and by'vehmtary agencies. In 
the ease of tlio va-st majority' of the workers 

this new supply of nouri.-liment. (■l■.|nhilll‘lI wall Ms 
elianpo of siirrouiiciinKs uiiM n.- welcome period of 
luvs cmitrihiiU'il siibstiuitiiilly to tlie fonieuioo ot tnora 
temjwjrato luihits. with uit improvement in ]iliysieal 
lionlllt or woll-hi'iliy. timl on iticn-osetl enel'L'y Hint out put. 
Till' ri'.-llll.s wtiieh hovt' alremlv heeu olihitni'tl. ainl ItilJ 
inereo.'.eit prttvision wliielt is eoiistoiif Iv' tvi'tite nitwle, 
eiilitittt foil et prvtMilfi' far-reaehilic elfeels tiptui Ihe 
iiiiliistrial life of tho noiion. 

'file llejiort shows us a further develop¬ 
ment, tho acquisition of lioeuMod [irt'mises by 
the Hottnl itself in certain cases where it .was 
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clear that the liquor supply should lie iiiidi-r 
direct control. It \vii.s a new di'pardire niid 
was not an unlikely l.ieginnin|E of a new system 
of Stale control. 'I’he results of (he whole 
IK'W system of restraint were rej)or(ed hy 
the Hoard in May. Itllti. In ever^’ area 
thiire wa.s a notable decliiu' in convictions 
f«a' drimkonncss. 'I'tic tieciine hegan in the 
first year of (he war as a resiilt of the earlier 
restrictions, lad. (he decrease' was cnonnonsly 
aeis-leraled when the Orders of the Boanl were 



LIGHTING REGULATIONS. 

After dark all vehicle*, including perambulator*, 
had to carry li(>hts. 


isRuod. But apart from convictiotis t he ri-stric- 
tif)ns proved, in the word.<s of the naval atithori- 
tics, “ deci<ledly benoficial,” not otdy in England 
hut also, dcRjdte special difliculties, in Scotland. 
The ono dark note was “the undoubted in- 
I'reaso of excessive drinking amongst wonu'ii ” 
reported by Mrs. Creighton’s Committee, but 
hfrtnnatcly this vtas “ mainly among thoso who 
drank laTore,” though various witnesses de- 
(darod that “ exces.sivo drinking it> the homes 
is on the inoreaso.” But the Cmntnitteo “ havo 
received no evidtaieo that women and girls who 


ilid not drink before have taken in any con¬ 
siderable numbers to drinking to excess in 
eons'snienee of th(' war or the receipt of allow-- 
anees," while “ then; is much evideneo of 
improvement in the homes and in t he condition 
of the chililrcn, and of wise spending on the 
part of the great majority of those in receipt of 
war allowances.” The net result of the English 
war legislation a-s to the consumption of alcohol 
.^eemi'd to show that tho ancient evil of tlrun- 
kenness was not only capable of cure, but of 
rapid p)'e\ent ion. * 

In varuais Tuatters the war of 19N gave rise 
to (tnite new piobicms. The capacity of 
/.epiielins and other enemy airships and Hying 
machines to raid England rai.scd tho whole 
question of (k'hmeo against air attacks. That 
question is only rehwant here from (ho point 
of vii'W of the lighting of English towns. It 
was held, rightly or wrongly, (hat a con- 
sid<Table measure of obscuration and I'qiiali/.a- 
tion of lights in tho towns woulil so confuse tho 
•'Ui'my pilotfl that it would be impossible for 
raids to take place with a spoeilii- goal in mind. 
Thus the dealing wit li lights was |>art of the anti¬ 
aircraft policy. In another matter lights had 
to bo restricted. From very early days it was 
alleg<;d, in and out of I’arliament, that Zeppelins 
wi're, led by the upturned lights of .swift motor 
ears aiul that the jmsitions of towns and oven 
luMi.ses were indicated in this way. It was very 
dithcnll to know if a Z('pi)ehn C(aild be led by a 
car in any ollk-ient way, but tho possibility 
made preecntion or an attempt at prevention 
iK'cessary. Tho lighting question vvfis (irst 
dealt w ith on SojJtember 17, Ittl l, by an Order 
in CiMincil making, under tho'Dcfonco of the 
Realm Act 1914, Regulations for tho Delence 
of tho Realm amending thoso of .August. 12. 
d'he follow itig Regulation was tho basis of (lat 
whole .system of lighting control: 

The Secretary of State may by onlcr direct tliat nil or 
any liglita, or lighti of any cIohm or dcscriptimi, shall be 
oxtinKiushed, or obsenred, in snch manner ond between 
such lioiira as the Order diroets, within any areaH|>ec!ilied 
in tlie Order and daring such period os may be so spis-i- 
liixl, anil if the person liaving control of tho lighting fails 
to comply witli tho Order, tho SeertSary of Stato tnay 
i-auso the light to bo ftxtingiiished or obscured ivs the case 
may bo, and for that purpose any person authorix.sl hy 
it,o Secrt'tary of State in that behalf, or any jMdice 
constable, may onlcr (ho prt?mises in which the light is 
ilisplayed, and do any other ai t wtiich may he necessary 
for tho purpose. * 

In pursuance of this Regulation Mr. Mc¬ 
Kenna, then Home St'crctary, issued an Onlcr 
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LONDON’S NATIONAL GUARD. 

Rescue drill at St. Rartholomew's Hospital: Volunteers carrying u “patient” downstairs durinii a 

practice alarm. 


oti the siihjiTt which diivclotl thul in nil legally nunimiun, mitl the lighting of railway Ktations, 

lighled .strei.la uiid sqnarps and on bri<lgea the sidinga nnd j'nrds reduced to a ininiiniiin eon- 

rows of lights were to ho broken up and the si.stont with safety; the light.s of tranm nnd 

unextingnishotl lights nuist. be shadtal; all oninibu.se.s to be not more than HulTici<:nt to 

aky signs and ill'nininnled fa.seins were to bo eolleet fares and tf) bo wholly obseure.<l on 

extinguished, in tall bnildhigs the greater crossing bridges, while “tho use of powerful 

part of the windows to be shrouded and tho head-lights on motor ears” was totally pro- 

lighting of lighted roof areas re'hieed to a hibited, the use of market flares was also for- 
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bidden, while the Admiralty and the police 
wore given power to order fiirthor reductions. 
'I’hese rules were imposed on hondoii and the 
Metropolitan Police District os from Novom- 
b('r 1, 1914. la addition to these pro\'isions 
the nnval and military authorities throughout 
t he country in a radius from any de'femled har¬ 
bour or j)r<K-luiined district had the widest 
pow'f'fs to control the lights in hou.s(*.s and the 
streets in the whole area. It is prebabU* that 
these military powers wen- more etTeetively 
cxer<“ised in th<' earlier days of the war than the 
special Douilon jsiwers. On January 20, 1915. 
Mr. McKenna, under Hegulalion 11 of the 
Defence of the Kealm (Consolidation) Itegula- 
tioiLs 1914, forbaile in all places wIkto the light¬ 
ing of the streets had been reduced, whet her by 
Order under the Ki'gulntion or by a competent 
naval or military authority, the use of j)owerful 
lights on motor or other vehicles. On 
.Tanuary 2.5 the Order was extended to Scotland. 
On December 9, 1914, the Onler as to London 
had been renewfvl, and on March 17, 1915, this 
Order was varied ns to the times when lights 
in shops should be ro<luced so ns to make the 
Order applicable to .suc<’cssive seasoii.s. On 
Ai>ril 8, 1915, Mr. McKenna Issued spe<'iid 
regulations n.s to lights in the jirohibitcd area 
from Northumberland to Dorset, orderijig all 
lights visible from the sea to be cxtinguislusl and 
I'Xtomhng tbe J.ondon Order to this \ ast area. 
An Order of the same date and to the .same" 
(•fleet dealt with lights in places on tla' 
coast from Dorset to Cumlierland, and a 
third Order of tla; same date and charac-ter 
controlled the lights in places on the eoa-st 
in , Scotland. On .\pril It, 1915, all lights 
for t.ht' assistance of navigatioti within the 
jurisdiction of tlw' Dee Conservancy Hoard 
were e.xtinguislaid. 

It is prehable that these limit«'d Orders were 
not strictly I'liforced, at any rate in London and 
other inland towns, and certainly half-measiu-es 
were useless if any protection from aircraft was 
to bo secured by the obscuration and eqnali/.n- 
tion of lights. The Zejipelin raids of the 
autumn of 1915 on the Ka-st. Coast and the 

it 

London area -raids (mtirely insignitieant so far 
as military results weni concerned, but. never- 
tb(9(is8 forming a distinct, datiger to historic 
buildings, and causing, though a very small, yet 
a disturbing loss of life among civilians roused 
t.bo authorities to furtlmr action. This is not 
tho Y)lttC.e in which to relate the story of the re 
organiKation of Hritain's air dohmees : it is. 
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siifficiont hero to rofor to tho now dovoloptnetil 
of tfie obsonration of liglits- policy. On Sep¬ 
tember 29, 1015, Sir .Tohn Simon, as Momc 
SecTctary, issued a now Onler (revokinp: nn 
interim Order of July 31) for the roffuintion of 
li(!;htin(? in the Met rojiolis. It considerably 
intensified the restrictions of the previous 
niitunm and diiw.led all sources of liglit to bo 
screened. It made it, moreover, nee<-ssary to 
keep all railway carriage blinds tlrawn. Tin- 
urea affected covered nearly 700 S(piaro mill's 
and conttfined nearly 7,000,000 inhnbilnnls. 
The Order came into elToct from October I nod 
received the liearty cooperation of most of the 
public, opinion having been liardened by the 
September raids. The first night of the new 
conditions found London for the first time in 
something almost approaching darkness, and the 
e\pori(!nco of those who had to poran.biilate f be 
streets was both unfamiliar and flangerous. 
The streets were very full of jieople. and the 
good-natured crowd took the new conditions 
as some! Iiing of almost a humorous nature. I lie 
elTeet was peculi.'ir. d'lio sense of fanuli.irity 
«ilh the town |)lan wa.s lost ; it was dillicult to 
lind the way ; a mist see.med to have de.seended 
lai the autumnal l.horoughfares through which 
the ilarkeued and skilfully dri\eii vehicles 
moved with caution, London had become a 
placo of mystery and was |,roliahly not unlike 
111 iniui\ w.l\.' the l.ondoii ol the i ighteenth 
•eenturv. t'rinit', despiti* the darkness, and 
de.s]liti'nmn\ hiriil tietions in l.hetlerman Press, 
wa.s notably absent, Jfnt, thei'e were at first 
many offenders against thi.i new re,gulivtions. 
There were still bla/.ing liahts and undrapel 
w indows, and it was felt b_\ t he (luhlie that there 
were still many aliens about read\ to welcome a 
now raid. Hut the ))olie\ was not one ol Pine 
meriiin darkness. The authorities wanted n 
\.eak nniforni ilhiininniion tliroughoiit the 
area, and this was practically secured, 'j'he 
are of light that had nuirked London from 
the hills that surround it had almost dis- 
a|)peared. The rednetion of light. Idl at once 
to earlier shopping and banking and earlier 
hours, and l.ondoncrs f(uiekl_\- relapsi’d into 
a home keeping people, \ight eliibs were 
suppre.s.sed by the Order of the Home Secretary 
on November IS. 'I'he police issued special 
warnings to motori.sts lor redui'lion ol speed 
and greater ^aire under the new conditions of 
the streets. On I lecember I’h, 1IH.5. a new 
Order was issued for the greater jiart of the 
country by which two red lamii.s cie uece.ssarv 



THE DAYUOIIT SAVINC BILL. 
Reading one of the Notices issued by the 
(Joveriimcnt. 


in the rear of c\ery vehicle; the u.se of head 
I, imps was prohibited ; while the coivst Orders of 
.\pril S, 191,5, were re-i naetod in an ainended 
form incorporating the experience gained by 

1 tie authorities. On .March It), lOIlk a new 
lighting order for London of a still strictir 
character came into force. Light-coloured 
eiu'tains or blinds were no longer iierinissible 
and no direct light was in any ca.si- allowcil to 
shine into t he street, 

t nder all these circumstances it was not. 
perhaps, a matter for surpri-e t hat I he D ly light 
Saving Yiroi'oaals put forward before the war by 
till' lute Mr. William W illett sbould have been 
revived and adopted by tin.' I iovernment— 
iiltbougb not until Oermany an I several oilier 
eountrii's liad lod tlie way. Tliose projarsalc 
made more dayligbl available for workers uri 1 
i.bnt at a lime wlion arl.ihcial lighting was 
not only a danger but an exponse that it was 
desirable to enl dow'ii. It promised to reihiee 
.snl.ist.antin,lly tlie national expandil iiri'. The 
.Summer Time .\et lamo Into oiierntion on 
Sunday, .May 21, l91l>. 'I'lie law providetl th.it 
eleeks should bo put forward one hour, from 

2 , 1 . 111 . on that day. and (hal “ -ummor time” 
should remain in foi.e u|i to nod inchidiiig 
,S..ptoiniter ;tt). 

The whole prai'ti'ce of civil coiifrol in war¬ 
time shows, pctliaps, as well a.s any other 
aspect of the lirciO W'tir the fimdaincntally 
hahmeed and imict altitudi' of the community 
towards tin- new coudit’ons. Xo doubt tho 



THS OF THE 


ptiptMoit wm kt4m wiviinM in m^md 
tim in my otkr Eutojpm eomi^, biH $tif/ 
U» aetutl COO^niQt Wte quite unfamiliar 
to the En^tth mind and character. It was, 
however, received with even more patience 
than in the Klizabethan or the NajH>leonie 
por'vwt. The war expioileil tnany fallacies 
as lx* the itrvtish ys'iopXo, and not the least 
of those was the fallacy, of Oorinan origin, 
that the [icoplo had bwiorae inetlicient, tickle, 
pleasure-loving, and idle. In fact, the cir¬ 
cumstances of the war disproved the alleged 
chanp' of cluiraeter. It showed a people 


to dispooss, in tho uitnposts of national 
Mfsiy, with familiar fr«}doni, and to tolerate 
many things that were po.sitively shocking 
from the traditional point of view. The 
people not only showed this, but they showed 
also in every chew a l«^w reatrnitit; while 
crime incr.si,sed in (Jermany it, praetieally dis- 
apliemsst in VluRlaud. 'Vhe now restraiuls hivl 
a good effect on the entire moral of l.he people 
and gave some proiaiso tliat the (Ireat War 
would prove the beginning of the future that the 
myst ic Blake hml prophesied for “ Englnnd’.s 
green and pleasant land.” 
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CHAPTER CXXV. 


THE BATTLE OF VERDUN (II.). 


Po.mTlON AT THK Kn» Of FlOIlRUAKV—(JUNEnAT. C’aSTEI.N At' AKHIV E.S AT \ KKDUN — (iUllMAN 
DiSITtSITtONS -.AtT VOK O.N THK KoiUilCS SaI.IKNT --ThK .I'’l<!ltT AT V’^ADX — (JKKMAN KNHKAVOrKS 
at Moht Homme— (iEHMANS Annohni e Its ('aiti uk I'Xh) of the Second Stack ok the Hatti.e 
(Jeiiman Casuai.ties a Campaicn of MENDACtTV— Kfeects in France and on Nectrai. 
Opinion Hesionation of (iEVERAi, (!am.ii5ni -French Heroism—Third Stack of the Hatti e 
— Kresii Attack on .Mort Homme- Mai,ancocrt Fvacdated -Fxciitinc at Avocourt and 
('cm I EKES Fresh Strccci.e for Docacmo.nt -.X J.ci.i. in the Fichtinc—Hescets and 1.ks,sons 
OF TUI I'litsT 'I’wo Months. 


I N ('lm|)tiT C.X.XIII. Hip oiiPiiillH iiiovps 
(if Hip HiiIIIp of Vpi'iIiiu mptp (lpsprib('(]. 
Tlip tiHiipk, wliicli liPKiui on Fplinmry 21, 
jipiiiisi flip ^’l•p|l(■ll .salipiil from Hniliiiiii 
1o OiTiP- liml rpsiilfpil ill Hip j'railuiil willi 
<lni\v!il of Hip Ki'piipIi from llipsp ihIx aiippil 
|lo.silioll^, from Hip arc D* Hip plionl of Hii' 
salipiit. Hy Hip iiioniiii(j of Fpliriiary 2.'). 
mIiph Aipiipral Caslpliiivii, luTinn iiiidpr oniprs 
from (ipiipval .IoITtp, liad n'aplipd Verdun, 
Hip Fi’phpIi liad lippii foi'ped liiipk fo the I’ppppr 
and 1 foiliiiimolll HidixPS. 'I'llPii followed the 
furious Hpitiiihi assaults on Hie fort and villa|;p 
of Hoiiaumont. .A dptapluiipnl of Hip 21Hi 
Hrandpiilairnprs' .supepeded on the 2.'iHi in 
rpaeliiiij; flip fort of Doiiaumonl. hut (Jpupral 
I’ptaiu's pounter attaek drove Hip piipiuv hack 
beyond it, and not till Hio 2Ktli did tlie 
(iiTiiians carry DouaninonI villiigp, wliieli, 
Iiowpvcr, Hipy were unable to bold. 'I’lio 
narrative was broken olT at the 2tttli, wlieii, 
after I'xtraordinarily violent tiphtinf', a jiaiise 
ensued whieli marked the end of Hie first 
Iiliase oft Hie tight iiiK. PVesh French troops 
had lippii hurried iiji to the scene of tho struggle 
during tlii' la.st three days, and Hencral I’6tauT8 
line was growing st.rongiT. 

'I’he {“losing days of Fehritary. HHti, were 
among tlic' mdfit fateful of the war. The great 
Herman hattoring ram of heavy artillery and 
big eoliimns had smaslied tho first French 
Vol. VIII.—Part 94. 


dofciK'i's, and, pressing on in spile of trt'inen- 
doas losses, had reuehed the main defenees of 
Verdun and of the jMeuse .salient. Thi' Ht'r- 
mans w'ere perhaps to be exeiisi'd in thinking 
that victory was llieirs, just as the sjilendid 
French JanlaxKin. who had been fighting blindly 
and ferociously for days under the most terrible 
eoiiditioiis of weatlier, sulferiiig from lack of 
food and from Hie shatti'riiig effects of sus 
faiiied hombardmeut. might well have thought 
that at last, tlie great dyke in tiie West was 
breaking and that again the Hoods of invasion 
were to roll Hiroiigb Franee. 

Tlie worst, bad to be foro.snen, or at any rab“ 
prin idl'd for. No (Jeneral starts bis opera¬ 
tions of deteniiiiied defenee w'itb tlie order for 
relri'iit, but iieverl licicss no (.Jeiioral in the 
conditions of Hie light around the northern 
front of Verdun eoiild fail to prep/ire the 
machinery for that solution. TJiis having 
hi'cn done, and tlie wor.st liaving been foreseen, 
the Freneli command turned all its energy and 
decision to the task of proving the super- 
lliiily of such precautions. Tho withdrawal 
of the French lines in the Mocvto had been 
ordered, and the niovi'meiil was to be elTeett'd 
on the niglit of February 24-2r). But events 
of the highest importanei' to the whole war 
were lui-anwhili' (ireparing in tho ollicos of the 
(Irand Quartior-Ueniinil. On the morning of 
Fehniary 211 Henoral Bangle do (.’ary, who was 
77 
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('.ENEHAI. PETAIN (x) WATCHING THE BATTLE AT MORT HOMME. 


wuIiMfijueiitly Hiic<'('cd(!d by Oononil IV-laiii in 
Hio comnmnd of fho (!outrn.l <!roiip of Armios, 
fiiul infonnod tlio troop.'i on Hio ri^fit bank of 
llio rivor tlmt tlio oconpalion of cviTy |>oint, 
even thoufili it hatl become an iKlaixl sur- 
ronnded f)y tlio enemy, iniist be maintained 
at. all cost, and that, there was but one onier, 
“Hold Out.” On the eveninK of the 24lh, 
the moment when the withdrawal from the 
Woevre front was to bo eflecteil. General 
.loffro issued orders to the effect that th<‘ 
front lietween tlu' Meuse and the AVoe\rc 
should be lield by every fiossible means. 'J’lie 
same day General Gastelnau, (tliiet of the 
General Staff, was despatched by .foffre to the 
scene of tht' fighting, entru.sti'd with full 
powers to deal with the situation as he thought 
best. On his way to the ^■(Tdun front ho 
stoppeii at the Hi-adtpiarters of the Central 
Group of Armies, and thenco telephoned 
through to General Herr, who w’as in direct 
coriiiiiand at Verdun, confirming General 
.loffre’s instructions that the defence on the 
right bank of the Meuse hatf to be made good. 
Gastelnau arrived at Verdun on the morning 
of l.'’eliruHrv 2i">, and that same l•ve^i^g General 
I’etain joinetl him and took over tho (control 
of the t.roops on both banks of the riv(-r 
The order lie receivi-d on assuming this post 
\Mi«: “ Vesterday I ordered that tho right 


bank of the Meuse north of Verdun should be 
held. Any commander giving the order of 
retreat will be brought befori' court nau'tial.” 

On thofollowing ilay the impetus of the Ger¬ 
man blow broke itself upon the ridg'^ of Itouau 
tnont., and three days later General ('a.slelnau 
felt at liberty to return to General .Hetul- 
ipiarters, satisfied that tla- .“itnation was for 
the moment af any rate in hand, and that the 
best possible dis|)osit ions had betai taken for 
the dc'feat. of the OiTinan at lack. In those 
four days the whole aspect of the battle 
^^hanged. All ipjestion of defyat or of retreat 
lieeame impossibli-. 'I’he sit-uation then was 
that from every side the h'rench were receiving 
fresh troops. 'Phe initial <iuestioning as to 
how far the ent'iny was letting himself go in 
the Verdun attac’k, as to whether it wa.“ or 
was not a feint, was sett led, and adeiptate stcfis 
had heen taken to ward off the main onslaught . 

Th<! Germans on their side hiui suffered 
heavily. Tho position of the enemy during 
the short breathing space which preceded the 
further batt.ering ujion Douaumonf and tho 
e.xtension of the front to lioth banks of tho 
Meuse was, actiording to M. Bidou, tho Eronch 
military writtir, as follows :— 

“ In front of f he French loft the atf.ack had 
been h'd by tho Vllth Reserve Corps. It fnul 
advaticoil its two divisions ono behind the 
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othdr. The 13fch Divim’on was ahead and 
suffered greatly during the first days cif the 
struggle. On h’ehriiary 28 it was ndioved by 
the 14th Division, which extended its loft as 
far as I’epper Itidge. In front of the Krenoli 
.ei'ntro the XVlIIth Corjw had fought with 
both its divisions in Iho tiring line. The 2lKt 
Division had marehed on the west from tiie 
Hois des Caures (owards Kidge .‘144, while the 
division on the left., tho 25th Division, hfwl led 
in the attack on Jleaiimont and on the Ilois 
des ]'’u.sses on Kebruary 24. and on the following 
day at, Louvomont. It lost heavily in Itu; 
des|)erat.o fighting. On tho 27th it wont back' 
into sii[)|iort, its |(lace being taken by the 21st 
Division, which liad not bi'cn so ba.<ily tried. 
On the Kreneh right it was the lllrd ('oriis 
which led the attack. Its two divisions were 
in line, tlie fifth on the we.sf. and tiu' sixth to 
till! east, but each division was in eelmnn, so 
that, a regiment in th(' second line could relh’ve 
a tin'll regiment from the first line. 'rims, on 
the evening of February 21, as thd army 
eorps rea.ehe<I the .si ail hern eilge of the Vauelie 
tWiiid. the jila.ee of the J2lh Regiment laul 
been taken liy the .■i2nd. It was erements of 
the titli Division (24lh and litih Kegimenis 
and ;ird lager llatlahon) uhieh. on I l\o 


evoning of thn 2.5f.h. got into Douaumonl. Fort. 
During this tiruo the Cth Division was a little 
to the west, in front of Douauinont village. 
Finally, in order to link uj> tho lllril and 
XN'Iltth (kirps, tho (lerman command de- 
tachetl a supporting regiment, from l.he .\ \'l h 
t'orps, which had not taken jiart in the at tack, 
and which was in tho Woevro. Tliis regiment., 
the JlCilh, passed tlirough Ornes, behind tho 
front of tho Tfird Corjis, and took up a jKisition 
in the Bois des t'aurieres ; and on tho morning 
of F’ebruary 21) attacked t'hanffoiu* Wood, 
while the right, of tho Ilfrd Corjis (52nd 
Regiment. 5th Div'ision) attacked Douaii- 
monf village. This attack failed, and the 
I (loth, in adv'ancing on Chauffour Wood, was 
completely shattered by nia,ehiae-gun fire. It 
was the lllrd (‘orjis which again attacked on 
February 28. . . . On the 20th the exhausted 
troojis were .sent back to the rear. In order 
to take llu'ir jilace the XVIIlth Dorps (21st 
Division) moved ujj on the left, while jiarl of 
the gaj) was filled uji by a new’ division, the 
IRlIli. iM'longing to flic army detachment 
ojierulinn between the Aleu.se and Alosellc 
under the orders of (feneral von Strant/..” 

'I'hese. were the tirst fresh t.roojis to make 
their ajijiearance on the enemy s side. 'Phe 
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Horman position, at tlio hogiiininf; of I ho socoiid 
jjliaso of tho fighting, was rouglily that the 
first -siiook army formed for tho purpose <.)f 
the offonsivo, and .spooially trained and rested, 
laid iieon very badly Imndled. Of the Vllth 
Army Corps one division had been sent back 
to recviporato, while tlio other hail come 
through with losses which probably did not. 
exceed 10 per ei-nt. 'J'he lllrd Corps was 
eornpletely broken by its eonsiant fighting luid 
lu^avy losses, and iiad been withdrawn. This 
also was the condition of the XX'Jllth Corps. 
'I'hiis of the 1 hree corps which were formed for 
the effort of taking Verdun only one remained 
in condition to hold the field, and all that had 
been accomplished was the capture of the two 
first lines of tho French defence. The attack 
upon.the centre at Douaumont had been held 
by the French at tho last moment, and the 
further ilcvelopment of the.battle was jeojjar- 
dised by that failure. ' 'I'he enemy had to 
attack upon tlu' wings without having been 
able' to achieve success on tho centric Tim 
special (liTinan shock army having worn itself 
out in th<i lirst onslaughts, the ordinary 
troops of th(' Crown j’rincc's command were 
calli'd upon. The front they liad to .attack 
stretched from Malancourt, on tho west 
bank of the .Meuse, to the eastern clifTt of 


flic Meuse heights, on the right bank of fho 
rivi'r. 

The front; theri'fore. at the begiruung of this 
extended effort of the enemy was marked on 
tho loft bank of tlie river by tho villages ah>ng 
f ho .stream of Forgi's, .Malancourt, Ilethinoourf, 
and Forges \ilhige. Fast of Forges tho front 
ilropiied down to tho IMeuso, and we.st of Malan¬ 
court it cut through the Avocoiirt Wood. 
These localities marked out the first liim of tlm 
French defi'iiee. It was not a very elKciont 
line, nor one capable of long llcfiaiec, but 
was intended rather to serve as a series of 
advanced posts to the bigger and more 
formidable lines of detence which nature had 
provided farther to the south, on the lieichls 
of tho Mort Homnw, Kidgi* 3(U. and the Cole 
de rtfie. Still farther south tho strength i>f the 
French position gnwv more and mon' fnrmida.hli- 
oil the hills of Monl/.cvillc. Jloiirru.-. W ood, ami 
the IWarrc Cort. 

The (Icrmaiis on the east hank of thi' ri\cr 
Inu’ing swept through the French lirsi amt 
second lines, the French arlilliTv on the wist 
bank, from tlm c.xcclicnt artillery po.-ilion.s of 
the Mort Homme, I lie I'bfc dc I'Oie, and the 
Cuiiiicri's W'ooil, was enabled to swis'|> the /lank 
of any Cerman attacks upon Ifonanmoiit on 
the cast, baidi of the Meuse. It became, llicri!- 



ON THK VERDUN FRONT. 
Entrance to a French comaiunioation>trenoh. 
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POSTS IN TUF I RHNCH LINKS 

An officer lenvin^ the {{(tilery' of a counter-mine 
from which the mining uperationK of the enemy 
are checked. 

Circle picliire; Masked troops on the look-out. 
fori', vitiil timl lit'lor.' iniylliim; fiirtlii'r was 

tH.ti'm|)ti'(l im ilu- ii'dtfc. Ill,, ailaili up,,,, ,,),f 

uiii),'s ^lioiild 1,1' (Icvi'loiii'd, luiil tJi,' French 
iii'liilei'y 0,1 I In' Irfi liiuik lo,'(','<| out- <,f its 
|>,>.'-ilioll.'^. 'J'lie I'xti'iit to wliii'h di,' arlillcry 

fire I'roiM thes,' po.sjtioiis ha,1 Ix'i'n ili.s,|uj,‘tiu^ 
to the opi'iiiii^ stogi'K ot tin* (o'l'tuan olfeusive 
oil the other sidi' of i,l„. rivi'r, vvn.'S .'-howti hy 
I til' violent hoinhurihnent wliieh t.he\' iuid 
uiider^oiie. riie i*reliu,i,,,,,'y hoiiihurdnii'iit 
whieh repared the wa\' to fh-' lirst- infantry 
iiN-saiilts along the northern Verdun front wa- 
also directed uiioii tlie who!,' of the Me,,se 
tiei'tion of tfic front, hotli ,'ast a.nd wi'.'st of the 
river, iind exli'iid,.,!. indeed, fa, into th,* 
Argonne. \\ hile tlie iniaiitry were unloosed 
on the northern fi'ont, tli*' ariillet'v nMi-intaineil 
its boinhardinent along the r.'sl of the front. 
On Mari'h 2 tla'r.e w’n,> a, notiei'iible nic'rease 
in tfte st.rfugt)i of the bonibardnient. of tht' 
Mort Hornine, of CunnoreK \\,,odK, and the 
tote do 1 Oie. I his inereitsi'd tire was main¬ 
tained until noon on March «, w hi n infantry 


for the tir.st time in tlm N’c'rduii battle - ntered 
into HC'tion upon the western ba.nk of t he .Mens,'. 
'I he at t trek was beg,,n w'ith two divisions of thi' 
ii'si'i've, t he 22nd and I he 12th. one belonging 
to till' Vlth Reserve Corps, and the otherto 
the Xth. wiiieli formed part of the (Jcneral 
Ke.sei've of the tierinan ,-\nn\. whieh nitwle 
it', lii'sl- appearance in (he tigniing at this 

'rhelirst a.s.sault was lannehod on the right of 
the left bank positions, and aimed at I'erliii li,'.! 
ot lh(' salient around Forges. This wii.- 
done without m'iv imii'h dillieulty. thi' 
nature III the position favouring the eneln^■ in 
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many ways. "Forges and Regnovillo having 
been carriod, tho Gormans then turned to the 
west and sought to come 1 o grips wil.ii tiie main 
Krencii point of defence, (tie M(>rt Homme, 
lint tile advance already made on the left 
liank of the river was deemed sufficiently im¬ 
portant by tho Gorman General Staff' to oualile 
the main frontal attack to bo resumed. 

While the attack upon tlie outworks of the 
Mort Honune position was pushed with the 
utmost vigour, the wliole northern line of 
Verdun burst into the flame of fighting, such 
as hiul not been witnessed up till then, and 
riglit along the front, practically froni Mtdan- 
court to Vaux. th(> battle raged for three days 
from March 8 to March Itl. The front, on the 
right bank of the river consist ed of four distinct 
regions of activity. 

(1) I’epper Ridge district, which stretched 
from the north of Vacheraiiville to the Ravine 
of Haudromont Farm. 

(t!) Districtsouth-we.st of Jiuudromont Kami. 

(.'t) From Doiiaumoiit Village to the llardau- 
moiit redoubt. 

(t) V'aux village and Vaux fort. 

On this battle front the reconstituted corps 
which had taken part in the first days of the 
offensive from February 21 to February 24, 
were once again brought into action. i'hey 
had bisin very' considerably overhauled behind 
the lines. 'I’lie lllrd Army Corps had bei.-n 
addressed by the Crown Frince himself while at 
rest, tuid fired to a limil effort to ea|rture 
X'erdun, " the heart of K'niriee.'' Since March 2 
tho losses in officers hod heeii made g'ood—at 
least two thirds of tliem heing new. In 
the ranks the gaps were Iremeiidous. They had 
heeri filled 11 ]) with men of the 111 Hi class of 
conscripts, who were good lighters, hut a trifle 
exuVicraut and somewhat nervous. To the 
Illrd Corjis was added the Il.'tth Infantry 
Division, which had also been sent lawk fo 
rest after March 2, and had also received drafts 
fo moke good its losses which in hoiik' regi- 
menfs nnionntrd to ahotd fwo-liflhs of their 
strength. Two regiments of the XVth Corps 
eoniplefed the forces launched on Die first 
day of the fighting tijion the third section of 
the front from the village of Douainnont and 
the Hurdniimont Redoubt. 

The tactics^einployc'd were familiar, and led 
to familiar results. Laiineliing large masses 
of men to the attack, the enemy' souglitto break 
through' by' sheer weight of numbers. Tho 
great concentration of artillery and shells 



A GF.RMAN HAND GRENADE. 
Showing the tat! of tape at end of handles. A 
hook is attached to the ifrenade, by which it is 
carried on the soldier’s belt. Five and a-half 
seconds elapse between pullin)! the tag and the 
explosion of the grenade. 

effeefetl by the French since tho erifieal 
moments on this front at Die end of Fobrnnry 
showed that they had turiu'd the brtaithing ^ 
Mjawo accorded t.o them to good aeeouiil. 
'I'ime atter tiini' Die Oeniiaii masses were 
caught by Die French arf illery before they were 
alili' to get iindi'r weigh from Douaumont. tlie 
outlets to which were ke])t tinder )t coiitimious 
rain of shell bv the French artillerymen. Time 
after litno tho Germans succeeded in jiiercing 
tho curtam of lire wliieli enslirouded their 
positions and dashed on to the French line' only 
t.o be met by deadly luiwliiiic-giin and rifle fire. 
Tliat day’s effort hroiiglil Diem as gain a few 
houses in the village of Doiiaiinioiit and a 
redoubt of small iniportanee at Mardaumonl. 
'I'ho next day Die force in this neighhonrhood 
was too weakened to lie alile to attack with 
anything like its first vigour, and it nuule tio 
further tietMlway'. 

In its first actions at. the beginning of t.he 
X't'rdtin battle the lllrd Army’ Corps had lost 
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fibout. ti Ihini of its f‘(Tt“c‘ti\’t's. In this, its 
socoiuf voiiture, aft(T rotittiaft, its losses wore 
uhoiit the saino. It had to he removed aijaiii 
from the (irst line. hHvinjj lost 22,000 men since 
(he iiei'imiirid of the battle. 

Hifilit and left of the Illrd ( ‘orps, on March 9, 
the l)attle siiread alonj; the* whole line. 'I’lie 
fighting on March !) formed, as it were, the 
seventli wave of fury hurled upon (he Verdun 
ilefenees. Kii.s( and west of (he river storm after 
storm of infanti^v sought in vain to pierce thi' 
French liiu-s. 

In (he I’epper ftidge district of (he front on 
the eastern bank of the river a violent attack 
was intule by thi- 14th and l.alh Keservi- 
1 livisions. It failed to make any la'iutway what 
ever up the bare slopes of the position. 'I'he 
enemv here lost very hi-avily indeed, being caught 
time after time in splendidly (imeil curtain (in-. 

Simnltaneoiisly, in the region south west of 
Haudroniont Farm, (ho 21st Dixision, which 
had been taken out of the' first line tor ri'])Uirs 
on .March 2. moved out through the ravines to 
attack the eri'sts to (he wi'st of Itoimumont 
along the road leiwling from Kras to Douaumoiit. 
'J’he losses hi're also weri' extraordinarily hi'avy. 
Time after time the assaulting columns were 
switrered b.v the French guns liefore (he_x- got 


to grips with the French infantry and, even 
before the attack .started, the casualty list was 
alri'ady high. The P’rene.h artillery got very 
correct ohservation reports of what was going 
on in t he valleys, and plied the ranks of the 
assailants with shell as they were gathering 
for (heir forward movement. Indeed, at one 
spot, where six coiufianies of infantry had 
gatlu'rcd t he guns got, on t/o them as t liey were 
standing in their ranks and swept almost tho 
whole lot out of existence. 

Hy far I,ho most determined and most costly 
etlorts of the enemy on (ho.se fati'fiil days of 
March wore dircitted against, thii position of 
X aii.x. The village lay at the foot of I Ik' Meuse 
heights, at the entrance of a ravine into the 
Woevri' I’lain. This ra\ ine, wiruling gi-nlly up 
the heights, re.icheil the crest just in the rear 
of the (S'litre of th<* French position at Douau¬ 
moiit. Frontal attack upon that position having 
faileil time after time the Oermans enileavourcd 
lo force their wa\' through A'aux to the rear of 
till' defence. 'riiere were many obstinlc.s to 
their progress. The ravine of Vaiix was slmt in 
by t wo plateaux. u|>on the southern of which was 
the Fort of Vaiix, while to the north the lahli'- 
land bore the well organized positions of 
Harilaumont and the ('aillette Wood 



THE GERMAN CROWN PRINCE ON THE VERDUN FRONT. 
Observe the horse-shoe for luck. 
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THH FOKI OF VAUX. 

Showing the effect of the German Artillery. 


Ill tin' iitttnk iiixiii dii'si' posiliiins lln- 
fk'i niiuis used t licit’ V'lli Reserve Corps. Oti 
the (irst liny of I lie li)'li(iiiii tlie lieijililioiirillg 
troops liml fiof (I, foot.itin on (he ](ariliiuiiioiit 
position, liiiiiiijy;, ns sllowo ;ilMi\'e. I'llpt liri'il II 
sioiill reiloiilii. 

On tlie Itlli. I lie \'lli Corps iuo\-e(l out to the 
llt-tiielf of the villa^'e oi \hiux. ill’ the foot of the 
riivine, mill of the Fort oi \ iiii\, on the southern 
Mali oi that ravine, 'I'he first assaults were led 
h^■ the litji Re.serse I)i\'ision, which dehoui’lu’d 
from the iieiplilioiirhood ol .'Maiieoiirtt frnes 
early in the niornint; ami marched on Vativ 
village. The operation had. of course, lieen 
preceded hy tremendous houihardiuent. in the 
course ot whicli the villat'e IiimI eriinihled away. 
Fhther confident tliat all tlefence had bi'cn 
smothered hy hiyh expUi.sives, or else misled 
by some erroneous report, into the belief that, 
the xilla^ie had been exacuated by the l'’reiich, 
the first troojis of t he a.t.ta,ck ft he 1st Rattalion 
I'.flh Jteserve) advanced upon the village in 
column of fours without even trraiblinjr about 
(adrols or ad\anc(Ml fiiianl. 'I’lic deteniiined 
I'Veneh. however, still lurked in t he cellars and 
ruins of the village, and waited with lieating 
hi’arts for the e.neuVy. One l*'rench ollieer. on 
seeing the emmiy marching trancpiilly forward 
four abreast, as though oitt on mameuvres. 
after the “(.lease fire,” declared that they only 
needed their band to complete the picture of 


complete ignorance. When they got to the 
village they were met with a murderous lire 
from the machine guns. As they reeled, the 
wailing Freni’hmen sprang from their shelters 
and their parapets and finished their rout with 
tile bayonet. 'I'he battalion fled in disorder. 
'I here was a wild rush for cover, and lho.se who 
lound if. in the cellars of I he houses on the 
tringc of the x illage did not succeed in holding 
out. They were tinished olT in a series of 
grcniule engagements. The seciaid a.?iii third 
battalions meanwhile passed to the east of the 
village, and advnneed towards the trenches 
occupied by the I'Veneh on the north of the 
slopes dominated by the fort of Vaux, .At a 
lit I le dislance from I hese t renehes the assailants 
were mown down by the tire of the l'’reneh. atid 
ret ired in disorder. 

During the night of .March it 10 the :!rd 
Rattalion of the «4lh Regiment (tlth Infantrv 
I )i\ision of the Ilird Corfis) took post to tla’ 
north of A'aii.x in order to relie\e the M)i h 
Regiment, which was destroy ed. and to attempt 
aga,m the capture of the village. Tliis under¬ 
taking was rendered impossible by the French 
artillery lire. During the day infantry attack' 
upon t he ruined \ illage followed one after 
the other wit.h scarcely' a pause. 'I’he imetuv 
managed to gain possession of a few hou.ses on 
the ea-stern out.skirts of the place; but from 
the Fort he was repulsed with heavy los.s. 
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leaving the •wire entanglements of the slopes 
loading to the Fort brndenetl with his d<!Utl. 
His only other gain was the Hiirdnnrnont Spur, 
the caj)turo of which by no means opened the 
road to Douaumont or Vaux, since there still 
remained the strong jiosition of the C'aillette 
Wood. Another attack on. the HHh and on the 
18th ended in failure, and also marked the 
eloBc of the great battle for the wings, at any 
rate on the eastern wing. 

The fight for Vaux on the eastern wing and 


FILTERED WATER FOR THE FRF.NCH 
TROOPS. 

Sterilisinii with chemicals before being stored. 
Centre picture : French soldier drawing his supply. 
Bottom picture: Barrels containing the water 
near the trenches. 

on the right bank of the river was aecom- 
panied by fighting of eipial furj' on the wesiern 
wing around the key (.losition of the Mort 
Ilomnie. In this sector of the bat t leticlil 
the first step -iianiely, tin' forcing of tho 
Forgf's-Tlegneville salient—Inul been accoin- 
plished by Mareli 8. This was considered 
siifliciently important as to allow the fighting 
on the right bank to proceed while the Germiuis in 
the western'field of battle were tofollow up their 
success by the capture of the Mort Hoi nine, which 
would great Ij' improve t he chances of a success¬ 
ful action against the centre at Douaumont. 

In this action on tho left bank of the river, 
which went on at t he same t.ime as the frenzied 
but. unsuccessful assaults upon Vaux on the 
right bank, hut little more gain was niadi*. 
Di'spito reckless sacrifice and valour tho 
(Jemiiuis were unable to bite upon the Mort 
Homme, f'or the position leiuling to it they 
had t o fight To the last. Tho Crows Wood, 
ttirough which they hoped to advance in 
triumph on the Mort Ilomnie, was captured by 
them, but their possession •was not. long undis¬ 
puted. Twelve hours after tho Fnmch had 
been driven from the wood the French went 
out to the counter-attack with such vigour 
that by tho end of the day they had BuceccdiHl 
after fighting which time after time came to 
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the bayonet, in driving the (jonuans out of* 
all but a Hinall portion of the eawtem fririg(f 
of the wood. 

On the 10th, after uninterrupted bombard¬ 
ment throughout tl»o day, the Germans niado a 
really great effort to make good their loss at 
thi.s point. They accmaulated heavy arf il- 
h'ry and men and dispatched wave afl.er 
wave of men to meet the deluge of the I'Veneh 
fire. The German losses might, well have 
made them pause, but throughout, the whole 
hi.story of V'erduii it. was nol.ioeablo that at no 
moment did loss of men apjjenr to matter to 
the (h'uerul Staff, No priei' was apparently 
too high to pay for .sueeess even of a minor 
nai lin'. At the end of the da_v t hey dashed a. 
whole division on to the Crows Wood and got 
through, ilriving the Creneh from the portion 
of the wood which the (Jernlans had lo.st in 
the eonnter-attaek of AlareJi 8. 7’hen fol¬ 
lowed a period of suspen.se, throughout, which 
on both hanks of the river the gnus alone 
were heard. 

This pause was so gcncra.l tlia.t for a da.v' or 
so it looki’d as tliiaigh the olTcnsivc in that 
region had mine to an end. .An arlillery duel, 
witlmiit any infantry action, marki'd the I Ith 
on lioih side.s ot the Mi'nse. and the French 
heav _v artillery' infhet'd great l(>ss on enemy 
troops gathering in a ravine north of I’epper 


Ridge. On the 12th the German infantry 
again took no part in the battle, but the artil¬ 
lery coasclossly bombarded Bfithincourt., 
Douiiumont and Moulainvillo, a fort and 
village almost due east of V^erdun and south 
of Vaux. The French reply was particularly'^ 
spirited in this region. 

During the lull in infantry lighting it was 
yioBsible to take arieoimt of various significant 
facts. Jt bcciunu obvious that tJio German 
lossi's in the later at t acks on \'aux hod been so 
heavy' that tlio gaps hml hod to filled by yoimg 
reeriiits of the lUlti class, in some companies 
to the ext<-iil. of one-third of thoir strengtli. 
They liad been at the front since December, 
after only three or four months’ training, 
and were not used before V'erdmi till tlu' first, 
week of lighting liml rendered their presence 
alisohitely necessary. 

On the 12th the homhardment in the \ erduii 
ri'gion heeame more violent on the west hanlc, 
tlie Fretich positions in the first and .second 
line.' at Mort iroiiiiiie and Boumis Wood were 
lieavily shelled. The Freiii'h observers hiwl 
seen sullieieiil movement of troops bebitid the 
< lernian lines to understand tlii' reason for 
t bis, and l.be violent al taek launebed against 
1 heso positions in the afternoon of the Kith 
was expi.'eted, and althoiigli the aasault was 
made with extreme nu'rgy, it was repulsed 



THB SHATTERED VILLAGE OE VAUX. 






THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


bS 


rtlotig lilt! whole line, llie enemy only piininn 
a footing in two [loiiitH of 1 Jki trencilies. netween 
Hethineonrt mid the Mort Homme. 

Mareh 14 saw the long-i'xjieeted attack in 
force upon the Mori llommo. 'I'he battle for 
the Mort Homme waK aa important and as 
costly as the .striigfile for Doiiaiimont. The 
nature of the country' ('alls for description not 
on that account aloiU', hut also on ae('ount 
of the ('laims made by tin' Gc'rman (icneral 
Staff duriiifi the proHress of the tif'hting. 

After the (iernians hful carried the Krencli 
advanced line fornu'd by the villages of l'’or>j'('s 
and of Methincourt. I h('y found themselves at t he 


tJBNEKAL VON STKANTZ. 

foot of a .series of hills running almo.st per¬ 
pendicularly to their positions betw('en IW-thin¬ 
court and Fort'es. The first of these hills was 
double (Towtu'd. The hill nean'st. to t hem rose 
to the liciKht of 2lir> metres, and immediately 
Ix'vond. and a little to the south-east, was the 
higlatr point (2!)r> iiK'tres). known locally as 
the Mort Ilomine, the exact meaning of which 
no one has btxin able to decide with C('rtainly. 
'I'he attack of this jiosition was bu'ilit.aU'd by 
the ravines leading up to it, in one of which, 
the Crows Wood, plenty of <;ov(‘r was available, 
as well as iirotertion from bombardment from 
Wie smitliern battery positions of the Fnaieh. 
Having captured this position in the ('arlk'r 
fighting, the (h'rmans W('re at once able to use 


it as the starting-point for a direct assault 
upon the main bastion of the French line. 
'I’hi' front attacked by the ('nemy measured 
only' about thre(> mik^s. ITpon it groat masses 
of nu'n won' ('oncenl.ral.ed. which wen' moved 
out from the Forg(>s-M(ithin('ourt Hoad, from 
the Crows M’ood, aial from Jh'ignevillc. 'I'ln'ro 
was very hea\\v fighting, nt the end of which 
the French hiwi bei'u forced fo withdraw from 
tla'ir positions to a new lino, whudi ran through 
|{('‘|.hin(;ourl, the height of th(' Mort Hommi', 
t he .soutiu'rn ('dge of Cumi(ires Wood and 
Cumifires Village. 'I'he (lermans hml carried 
Hill 2lio, but th(' Fn'uch still remained in 
posse.ssioii of the 21)ri Height known as the 
•Mort Homme, which constituted the ()bj('ctive 
of the (h'rman attack. 

On the strength of this very partiid and most 
costly succ(‘ss, the (iermans announced the 
taking of th(' position. 

On the Kith they attempted to achieve the 
.succ(\ss tla'v had announced. .\t three o’clock 
in th(‘ afternoon, after the usual bombarduc'iit. 
a division mov('d forward from the Hois di's 
(torbeaux, straight towards the formidable cliff', 
'J'hc French curtain lire fell bet ween them and 
the French trenches, but they were not 
daimli'd until live successive wavi's of men, 
.separated by two or thri'e hundred yards, had 
fiviled to pass the scn'c'ii of death bc|,we(‘n them 
and their objective. 'I'hcir artillery gave them 
less su]i|>ort than they' had expected in this 
open ground, for the French obserxers had 
(liscoveo'd its ]>osition, and it. had to reply to 
the F'ceneh bombardment that ceaselessly fell 
upon it, .\l t h(‘ end of the afternoon the 
(iermans were biu'k in (he Hois des Corbeaux, 
having abandoned even the small advantag('s 
they had jireviously gained. 

'I’Ik' fiernuins w('re to find to their cost that 
the Mort. Homme was a jiosition easier to 
cajilure by' nuniiiiiiuqia' than by lighting. 
'I'he formidable nature of tla'ir ('('('eption on its 
slojies for('('d tbem to afiandon their plan of 
turning the French jiosition from the right and 
of eajituring the Mort Homme. Their lu'xt 
endeavour in this long drawn out and bloody 
battle of the wings was to se('k to turn the 
Freiu'h lines on the k'ft bank of the M('use 
from the extri'ine k'ft.. 

Th(' Mort Homme was on the right of the 
French k’ft ; Hill .’1(14 was at its extreme left. 
The south-east horn of Hill 304 is the village 
of Avocourt, lying snugly among rolling down- 
lands, and sheltered by its wood, through 






SCENES IN AND NEAR THE VILEACE OF VADX AFTER THE GERMAN ATTACKS. 
On March 16, 1916. five successive attacks were hurled forward hv the enemy in this redion. Two 
were directed uilainst the villaiie, two against the slopes of the rid)te crowned by the fort, and finally 
an attempt was made on the south-easi of the villaiie. All attacks were shattered by the curtain 

fire and machine (tuns of the French. 
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FRENCH SOLDIER RESTING IN A 
RUINED HOUSE AT VERDUN. 

which the only enKy nscent of Hill :h)4 could be 
iri v.le. On the 2(U.h the Crown Prince tlirew 
n fresh divisirui. the 11th Ihivuriiiti. njriuust 
this position. This division wiis one of tJii' 
prides of the (ionnany army. It had been 


through the Galician and Polish campaigns 
under Mackensen. Tht'se crack troops wore 
thrown tipoii Avocourt Wood, and, attacking 
with flame throwers, managed to make slight 
progress in the eastern part of the Bois tie 
Malane.otirt, and, capturing the Avocotirt Wood, 
managed to reach the lower slopes of the little 
mound known as the Manitdoti d’Haucourl. 
VMien the Germans endeavoured, howev’or, to 
tlehoutdi towards Hill .'lOd, they Imd to cross 
open country, and sulTert'd sf> ti'rrihly under 
till! coinrt'ntruled fire of the Frinieli guns that 
the ivl,tempt wus abandoned, thi> tlireo regi¬ 
ments of this division having lo.st in two days 
between .'ll) and liO ptT cent, of their stn'iigt.h. 
The batt le for the wings was at an end, anti on 
bot h sides of the .Meirsesilence reigned fora while. 

Tlie Crown Prince, after tin- gigantic eflort 
of his armie.s. was confronted with problems 
more vast, with a resistance more contideni 
a al more eflicienl,than tlio-e which he had had 
to face in the ojiening days of the \erdun 
olfensive. In three days the Krench had been 
driven off their first posifions along a large 
portion of the Verdun front: over a montfi 
latiT they were still defcnthiig with iniTcasing 
vigour their second line. Bcliind that line lay 
y'ct another, and tlie prospc-ct of the fall of 
X'erdun was but faint upon the German 
horizon. The Krench could alrc'udy count upon 



BRINGING UP AMMUNITION. 

Engine drawin|( a trainload of ammunition behind the battle area. 
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FRENCH MACHINE-(UIN SECTION IN 
ACTION. 

Smaller picture ; A |>un in a trench hidden from 
ohservBliun. 

\iit(irv. the |iric'c’ of Vci'ihiii Imviiij' iilri'atly 
ticcii i xjictcd In the (‘iicmy s IiIikkI. witTimit, tliu 
)Misitiiiii liiiN ititr liccii ••)i.|>liirf<l. TIml. |iricc, it 
«iis said. Iii'id bi'i'ii li\id by llii' I iii|ii‘riiil 
< ii'ricnd Stii-fTii.t 2 btt UiMI ciUHUHTties. I’lii’I’xari 
hisH sustuiiit'd oil citlifi-side uill jinibably iiiM'i' 
111 ' known ; but <'i'rlii.iii iiidications will bf 
wiitrn’ii'nl to show tlmt tlir t ii'i'iii.in los.si's ii|i 
to till' I'losi' of till- battii* of till' w iiifis vvi'ri* 
I'xtraordiimrily In avy. 'J'liroiinlioiit tbis jirriod 
III I III'liulit iiip till' I'liiniy \l.l,^^ still adiaticinL' 
in iiiassi's. and rclii'd to a foolbardv' I'xti'iit 
iil>on I bo di'vasi at ill); ol'foi i of artillory. Tiiiio 
allor tiino lui')»o bodios of troops, )rat bi rin;f 
in tho viilloys and ravinos bobiiid tlio tioniiaii 
front,, woro loon,toil aticl poiindoil )>y tbo I'Vonob 
friins. Tbo Cornian.s, instond of adopting: tbo 
.system ol rolioviii); tboir worn-out divisions 
with now divisions, brongbt back tbo nsod up 
troops, and, aftor filling up tboir gaps witb 
niatorial from tbo depots, .sent tbo divisions 
baok to tbo firing lino aftor tbroo or four 
days’ rest. 'I'lio lllrd and XVlIltb .Army 
Corps woro thus romovod from tbo front, 
aftor liaving, as shown nbovo, loft about u 
third of tlioir mon on tho hold during tbo 
atlnr'ks ujioif tho hrst lino. They roappoarod 
during tht' period under review, and again lost 
about tho same numhor, boforo jvgnin being 
drawn out. Tho XVIIIth Corps had a total 


I 



oasnalty list of 17.t)Utt mon, w bilo for tbo lllrd 
('or)is tbo figuro was 22,ttlH). 

Tbo dotails aro moro prooiso as rogards the 
los,sos of tho l'21st Ilivision of Infnniri. wbiob 
nioM-d on to tbo Iront to tbo nortb ol Vaux 
about Maroh 12. Moro t ban lialf tbo 7t b Kosorvo 
Ifognnont w iis mown down by tbo niaohino guns 
during the fruitless attaoks on tbo slopes of tho 
fort; tho same fate overtook Ibotitith Hogimont. 
and tho Itith Kogimont, in attaoking tbo villagr- 
of Vanx. on Marob II, lost about lit) per oont. of 
its mon. Its l.'tih oompany was surprised and 
do.stroyod oomplotoly in tbo bouses of tbo \ illago. 

Tbo tbroo infantry rogimonis of tbo I Ith 
Havarian Division, wbiob arrived fresh from 
the oast to take part in tbo tigbling on tbo loft 
bank of till' Meuse between .Marob 21) and 22, 
sulTorod terribly. Tbo lo.ssos of tho.-o regiments 
varied between btl and lit) per ei'nt. Tbo four 
rogimonis of tho 2nd bandwehr Division, whioh 
wore engaged in the same oonditions as tho 
I Ith, had to pay similar toll. Those indieations 
deal only with troops aotually engaged in 
active operations, and they do not take into 
aee.ount the tremendous daily' wastage that 
wont on in a battle of t.his sort wheti the whole 
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FRENCH GUNS ON HE AV TO HE FRONT, 
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ryHi(l(' wns pliiMtcrt^d with slii'iipnt'l ami 
Ilia'll explosive shells. As an instance of the 
extent of this sort, of hiss, tfie fii.li' of the 
;{7th infiuitry repnient, which was siirpri.sed by 
artillery v» hen n'lievini; another rej^iment and 
lost .'■(hit men, lua^' he cited. 

'I’he great shock army which was formed t<( 
gi\i' the ('rowii J’rince his fame as the Captor 
of Verdun, was maimed aial hleeding. Only 
one-third of its efTeclivcs were in a position 
to lake 1 he field. 'J'hc army of the Crown I’riia-c 
himself had been (igliting for many weary days, 
heating Ms head wilhoiil avail n|ion the French 
second line positions, and. in some ea.si‘s even, 
still n|ion jHisitions <(f Ilje first line. X tre¬ 
mendous anionnl hatl heen done, and yet hut 
little had heen acciimplished. Verdun was 
.stronger than ever, and hlood find flowed very 
miieh more freely on the (ierman than on the 
French side. So much for the military I'tTeet of 
this first month of hallle. 

W hat effect the tjermims liad exfieeted fronia 
moral ])oint of \iew, holh upon their allies and 
upon neiitral countries, was set out in the 
following orilcr of the day issued hy (Jeneral 
.lolfre to the .Army ilefcnding Verdun; 
"Soldiers of the Army of X'erdun ! For three 
weeks \ on have heen c.xpo.sod to the most 
loimidahle assaults \ et allempled against us 
h\ lie eiiemt. I ierm.iny counted upon the 
sui-cess of this effort, which she helieved to he 
irresi.stjlilo. and to which she ha..s devoted her 
he.si troops and her most powertul artilh'rv. 
She hoped that the capture of \ erdun woiihl 
revive the courage of her allies and would 
conviuee iHMitral counirii's ol (ierman 
supi'riorMy. She had reckotu'il without you. 
Night and day, despite a homharilmenl without 
prei-edenl. you have resisted all attack.s anti 
maintained our positions. The struggle is not 
yet at an end, for the (iermans reipiire a 
victory. Vou will succeed m wresting it from 
(hem. Wo liave munitions and reserves in 
ahiindance ; hut, ahove all, you have indomil ■ 
able courage and faith in the ile.stinios of the 
Kepuhlic. The eyes of the country arc upon 
you. A'ou will iie among those of whom it will 
he said: they barred the roa<l to X’erdun to I lie 
(lermans.” 

.Allusion has been already made in I he 
previous chapter dealing with the battle of 
A'erdiin. to the means hy which the (lermans 
soiiglit to reap in neutral countries the advan¬ 
tages of the victories they failed to achieve, 
'riuis. in the period under review, the (lermans 


inpre tjian once claimed successes which went 
never theirs. On March !) a (Ierman olllei.t! 
telegram a.s.serted that hy a brilliant attack 
made in the course of the previous night tlet 
J’o.sen reserve regimenfs .\'os. (i and 111. 
und<‘r the direction of (leneral von (lurel/.ky- 
t'ornit/., hiwl carried by assault the fort of 
\'aux, as well as a number of adjoining 
fortifications. The French, w-ho had h'arned by 
experience the nature of (lermaiiy's “ wirele.ss 
offensive.’" immediately took steps to publi.sh a 
convincing denial of this false assertion. At 
the very hour when the (Ierman wireless was 
sent -namely, at I wo o'clock in the afternoon— 
a French staff oflicer entered the fort of V'aux 
and found that it had not been attacked. It. 
was being bombarded, like the rest of the /.one 
of battle, and the troops occupying it were 
perfectly calm, most of thi'in. indeed, being 
engaged in the game of maiiillc. 'I’bi' same 
wireless report further a.sserted (I) that (Ierman 
troops were oe upied in clearing Crows Wood 
of parties of French who were still then': (2) 
that the (lermans had taken by a.ssaiilt the 
village of Vaux. At that time the greater part 
of Crows Wood was held by (be French, the 
(lermans only occupying the eastern fringes. 
'I'he village of \ au,\ had been attacked and 
vigorously detended. It remained in French 
hands, and (he (Ierman troops which had 
succeeded iti getting into the v illage had beeti 
driven out at the point of the bayviiut. The 
elfeet upon netttrals, upon (Icrmanv , and u[)on 
the Knfcnte .Allies was completely contrary to 
that which (lermany desired to create. For a 
time the (Ierman people, misled by inspired 
press comment and otlieial falsehood, saw m the 
\ erdun battle a success which wotild shorteti 
tiie war. As, day after day, the casttahics 
grew atid the front retnained the siuue. that 
feeling of elation changed to one of apprelu'n- 
sion. .Among (he Kntentc Allies oflicial expres¬ 
sion was given to the admiration of the people in 
exchanges of telegrams. Sir Douglas llaig, 
telegraphing to (leneral .loffre on March lb. 
.said; " fA’hile deploring the loss of gallant 
Frenchtuen in the great battle still raging, the 
liritish Army desires me to assure you of its 
admiration for the Itcroic performances of the 
French artuy round Verdun, where (lermany 
has chosen to brca.k her strength in vain against 
the uncontiucrable soldiers of France." (leneral 
Alexcieff, in the name of the C/ar, conveyed to 
(leneral llalfottricr and the XXth Army t'lorp.s, 
which hail taken part in the counter-attacks 
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of Donmunont, tin* Eni|»*ror'K wariiipst atliiiira- 
lion of its brilliant efindiict. TJie tolt'jfram sivid : 
“J-fiK MHj(vty is finniy oonviruwl that under 
the coiniimnd of its (rallant loaders the Fj’encli 
Army, fidtliful to its glorious traditions, will 
not fail f o bring its savage enemy to bis knees.” 
(General AlexeiofT added : “ The whole Hiissian 
Army follows Avifli snstained attentum thi* 
great deeds of t in* French Army. It exjiresses 
to its brothers in arms its best wislies for 
c.omplete victory, and is merely awaiting tirders 
to engage the common enemy. 

These were certainly not, the sentiment s which 
till* Oermans desiri'd to call forth in the allied 
countries. ITpon French civilian and |joliti(ad 
viififil the efl<.‘Cls vn're equally disconcerting 
to the (Icrmans, who, at. the close of the battle 
of the wings, found all their efforts, in what¬ 
ever diri-ction they tended, baflled and held in 
check. In j’aris the tem])er of the public 
became day by day more conlldent. For the 
first time jierhaps a conscionsnoss of equijioise 
in the op|)osing forix's. ratliiT than an intense 
admiration tor a gallant fight against odds, 
occupied the ])ublic mind. After the tirst 
days of darkness and disaster along t he Belgian 
frontier the F'rench had realised, faintly per¬ 


haps. th<' t remendous strength of the (lerman 
fighting maehine. 'f’he re.sistanee on the Aisne, 
the unyielding wail of (lerman trench, showed 
them still more clearly how groat would have 
to be the successful jirejniratiou of victory. 
j\t the outbreak of war the Frcnidi Jiatl been 
caught in t he middle of a jieriod of restoration, 
during which siune tit the ilefects and remedie.s 
of an extreint* anti-political nji/b/ir were b(*ing 
slowly repaircsi. Their supiily of hea\ y art illiTy, 
of machine guns, and of shells was completely 
inadequate to the di'iuands of uuKlerii war. 

'Pile Marne had pri'vented the creation of 
any legend of (lerman invincibility. The 
light' for t'lie roiwl to (ivlais luul shown t hat in 
sticking power the Allies need fear no com- 
jiarison with their enemies, fn the t'hampagne 
were seen for the (ir.st, time the fruits of the war 
industries which had covered Frtuieo with 
factories since the battle of the .Marne. After 
the tirst few days of anxious tension during the 
battle of Verdun. French public opinion began 
to perceive t hat here at last the (lerman art ilh-ry 
ami (lerman • tackle” luul found their ei|ual, 
if not their master, in the products of France. 

In (lolitical circles, which in I'aris were 
always peculiarly sensitive, there were moments 



BARBED-WIRK ENTANGLEMENTS AT CROWS WOOD. 
The scene of the German attack on March 10, 1916. 
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FRHNCH KEINFORCEMFNTS. 

Troops on fool and by motor lorries on the way 
to the fifltilinji line. 

mIicii ruuiinir ilistiirliotl the hii.liincc of jinlL'- 
iiiiMit ; liuf it siillioed for tlio I’rinn- MiiiiHtur 
lo xpctik a few rrassuriii);: words as lie passi'd 
tlirounli llif loljbif.s to restore ealiii amt eoii- 
fideiiee. 

Ttie (|uietiiess witli uliich the polititaans of 
l''ratiee wali'hed the progress of the struggle, 
and the lack of internal ef'feet it liad, were hesl 
shown hy the fuel that, in the middle of thi’ 
aetioii, on Alareh Hi, tienera.l tiallieni, .Mmisier 
of War, was ahle to resitrn without in any way 
disliirhitig tlie piihla mind. 'I'he main eau.se 
of his resignation aa.s ill-health, hut. there were 
contributing rea-sons of a more (lolilieal nature, 
which, hml the (hrinaii offensive had the 
morally disturbing powers the enemy imagined, 
would liave caused eon.-uderable eonunotiun. 

Oeneral (lallieni became Minister of t\ ar 
when t he Krcnch Cabinet was rccoiisl it iited 
under M. liriand’s presidency at the end of 
October, 1015. lie succeeded Millerand, 
wlio.se administration had bi-en widely con¬ 
demned both in the Chamber of I tepulies and in 
till' Senate, on account of its routiiu' character 
and resistance to the large a,ml imaginative 
changes rendered necessary by the gigantic 
scale of modern war, and the necessity for 
mobilising every latent force of ellieieney 
and goodwill throughout the country. 'I’he 
appoint'inont. of a soldier was in keeping with 
the principle which guided M. Ilriand in the 
soloction of all his colleagues. He chose 
Admiral Lacaze as successor to tne Radical 







THE LAST OF A ERVIAN AVIATOR. 
A German aeroplane broug lown at V’erdun tn flami 
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politiviun, M. AtiRiigtifHr, (it the Ministry of 
Marine, ami. wliile iiirnself taking the portfolio 
of Koreign AlTairs, the ))riti<‘iple was niain- 
taiiKid by the ap|)oinlinent of M. .lilies (‘lunbon, 
one of till' foremost (liploinafs of h'ranee. to ihe 
po.st of Seerelart'-tlenernl of the Koreign OHiee. 

(Jeneriil (iiillieni. before liis iipjioini ment as 
Minister of War, Jiail held a post vvliieh in 
happier eirenmstanees would liave remained 
with ml any direet responsibilily in (lieaeliial 
o|)erations of war - that of Military (lovernoi- 
of Paris, This post, in ordinary times, was oi o 
of honour and of (listinetion. rather than of 
action anil re.sponsihility. The great drive of 
the (iermaus at the beginning of the war gave 
to tienerai (oillieni's functions an extra¬ 
ordinary importauci’. 'I’he arrival of the 
enemy almost at the gates of Paris, the eon- 
.se<|uent departure of the tjovernnient for 
llordeaux. gave to him a ro/c full reference to 
which has already been made in a (irexious 
eliapter. Tin eni'rgy he displayed as Military 
tioiernor of Paris ihiring the critical moment 
of the Hattie of the Marne he brought with 
lam to the performaiu'c of his duties as Minister 
of War. lie left this otliee for a nursing home 
III order to undergo an operation, and was 

sill .. liy another o) I fiose geni'rals who 

lui.l earned their repiuatioii on Ihe held of 
lattle, and not in Ihe I’arliamenliiry lobby or 
in thepml i ehamhers of minislers. 'I'hal such 
a change was ellieted wilhoul eaiising any 
apprehension on Ihe pio’t of the piililie. lo 
whom (tallii'iii was a.n idol, was the hesi proof 
of French eontideuee in the ability of ihe 
X'erdun defenilers. liroadly viewed, ihere was 
indeed ample justilieatmn tor the assiiranee of 
ihe l''reneh- d'hey saw iJermany embarked 
upon an enterprise vvliieh Ihe (lerman ileiieral 
.Staff had considered to hi- so desperate at the 
onthreak of the war that, they had preferred, 
rather than to atteui|)t ii, to run ihe almost 
certain risk of Jfritish intervention by tearing 
up the .Scrap of Paper, and to strike at, France 
aeroas the eorp.se of Helgium and through her 
northern frontier. 

'I'liere was another siile elTeel which Ihe 
psychologists of the (lerman (leneral Staff may 
have hoped to produce by this terrilie on¬ 
slaught upon the country vvliieh. after many 
hositation.s. nfl.er many I'ampaigns of t he 
(lott strafe F.nglaml and the Hymn of llati' 
variety, the (lermans had decided lo honour, 
for the moment at any rate, with Ihe title of 
'‘our chief enemy.” It was but a .simple cal¬ 


culation U]>on the frailly of human and especially 
of political alliances to imagine that the French, 
when they saw (heir sons falling by the 
thousand on the hills of the Meuse, should 
exclaim in (heir agony : “ What are Ihe Fiiglish 
doing '? Why don't they eoiiiiter at lack, and 
draw olf some of the troops which (he Crown 
J’rinee is Inirling on us " It was inevitable 
that among the nninstmeted elas.ses of Ihe 
|)opiilation there should be some talk of (his 
sort. The great intelligent mass of the country 
had too great a confidence in the loyalty of 
their tried and proved Ally, too great a con¬ 
fidence in the closeness of Ihe understanding 
hetvveen the Hrit ish and (he French (leneral 
Staffs to allow themselves to he influenced by 
any such idea,s. (Ireat Hrifain had given too 
many proofs of her determination for it to be 
imagined possilile by' the French that slie 
would refu.se her help had it been needed. .\t 
Verdun the .sit iiaf ii n was that in I heir oflensive 
the (lermans were losing three men to one. 
The i''rench. a logical people, did not reipure 
niiieh eonvineing hefore they saw that for the 
Hritish in the north to repeat the (lerman 
folly III Ihe east, would be a certain and ilisas- 
troiis way of neutralising (he fruits of the 
giillaiitrv of (he defence of Verdun. The help 
ot the Hritish, although it did not take the 
form of an offensive, was none the less v aluable. 
It. would have been impossible for adminis¬ 
trative and military reasons, for the Hritish 
to have dispatched any appreciable body of 
men to licht side by sale with the French on 
Ihe battlefields of the Meuse. Hritish a.ssis- 
tanee took (he more praetieuble form, the more 
fruitful if le.ss glorious form, of (he extension 
of the Hritish line in France, (leneral .lofTre, 
ill replying to the (elegraiii of eongral iilal ion 
from Sir Douglas Haig, expre.ssiug Ihe admira¬ 
tion ol the Hritish Army for the doughty deeds 
ot (he defenders of Veriluu. said : ” The French 
.Vriiiy thanks the Hriti.sh .-Vruiy for tlu' expres 
sion of hearty goodwill which it has been good 
enough to address to us while the great battle 
of \ erdiiTi is proceeding. From U s tierce 
strugg'le Ihe Fnaieli ..Xrmy is eonvineed that it 
will achieve results from which all the ,\llies 
will reap an advantage. It remembers al.-o 
(hat its recent call on I he comradeship of the 
Hritish Army met with an immediate and 
eom|>lele response.” That l•omplete response 
consisted in relieving the 10th French Army 
by Hriti.sh troops. 

Throughout the whole world the defence of 




"WE EXPLODED A MINE AND OCCl'PiEl) THE CKATEK.' 

Survivors of a Frencli minj-evploiioii io the German trenches attacked by French Infantry with bomb and bayonet. 
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Verdun aroune n fire of adttiiration, iind re- 
rtor<?d witliout question in the neutral eoiuitrios. 
in Anutriea, and in tho Allied iStates of Kurojie, 
th<! (»ld rnilitary j)reHtip<' of ]''ranee. “ Kven the 
nudis of 'J'useulian could Ht'ur<;c forbear to 
eht'er ; ” and erics of admiration, roluelant, it 
caltmlaled, ■were heard from (Itirmany, whore, 
indiwd, a growing necessity was being fi'lt for 
some extdanation of tho unavailing slaughter 
aroiuid V’erdun. This admiratitni v\as based 
not only on tho h<>roi.sm. but also oji the 
sciencf' of lead(!rshi[> disjdayt'd by the h’rt'nch. 
Above all, was it due l,o the further revelation 
of till’ Trance whieli had lain unsuspected by 
the outside world, a doggeil Kranee. a l<'ra.neo 


;i!) 

proud boast, of Waterloo ; " The Ouard dies, if. 
(loos not surrender.” A sub-lioutc'nant of th<i 
same reginaait, untler the C(.>neentrat.<>d shell 
fire of the onoiny, walkc'd about smoking a 
cigarette, expo.sed to tho view of tho tlermans. 
as an examph.i of (!Ooln<>ss to his men. A 
eru’poral of that saiiK' r*'giment, who was 
sei'ioiisly woundi-d, rcdused to be carried awaj. 
.saying ; “ Jton’t trouble about nio, look aft.er 
th(' Jtoehes.” .Anotla-r solditT. still belonging 
t o this regiment w'ithoiit a hist.ory, wa.s wounded 
at the. beginning of the attack, and refused to 
leave the firing line. Jle was unable to hold a 
gim, and busied himself chaining and loading 
the wi-apons of his cfanrmles. 



IN TIIF KNEMY’.S WIRE ENTANGI.EMKNTS. 

The leader can be seen cuttinf' the wire with pinceri* 


stoic almost to the point of eallonsness, wlsai 
the d<‘fenc(' of the eotndry was eoneeriie<l. 

Nev'cr can all the acts of heroism which 
built up moh'ciih' by molecule the great 
defence of Verdun, in the I wo first ballh's 
which ended otr March 22, beeoiue known to 
the world. Kacli inch of griaind ceded by tin- 
.F'rench, each parcel of territory held against 
the (lermans, was drenched with glory, 'rhe 
old s|)1endour of war like Kranee illumined the 
words and thoughts even of the most humdrum 
of regimeids. During t he Douaumont fighting, 
where a line reginieid. ])o.sse.s.sed of no part ieular 
tlistinction, was holding out -uperbly under 
frcnKicd bombardment, a sergeant, cheered up 
his men by adapting to his own regiment tin- 


Tlu' s|)irit which animated all was indicated 
ill a. story told by Mr. Whirner Allen, special 
I'orrespondent of tli<’ British J’ress with the 
Kri’iah armies, ivho. writing from Verdun, 
said ; 

'I'Ih’ ('luluraiiDD <if (])♦• Frcin'b Iroop^? ImttU' 

liHs Ix't'u boyonfl nil prnisr, Aft«T twi* iiiul |\vi> 

jtiphls’ btiJuiiiL' tlv-y Ktill t’DiiMiu'd tlit'ir <1 uh)j 

niid i!ii‘duiUiuiMD vmrul. " W'l* nm l'diuk »fa\’ lirn* " 
SfiiM f'HD of llifktt ftailuK 1<t fi StnIT olliofT, "unlil wo «r»‘ 
killotl, aiifi in tlini \vii\ \\o in'o tlw rosm-vo*; will lio 

1o t'tiTno up in titmv’* I Hpftko to ii wouiuloil nnin 
iii>t hook tho firiti^i tronrb. .llo luui )»is riyht 

lutmi. un<l I iMOidohifl wslli liini on ]»!« iutd hick. “ Th»i,l 
is iKitliint;.” ho roplictj cliot'rfnlly. “I ofl<*ri'd my lif<i 
to Franco, and hIio }iuh only tuki'ri my httiiU, so llicm I 
Uiiin.” 

Tn tlM^* nttor of the tliird day. when under tho 

storm of tionnaii sliclls <i>iiv<jys wep" few and far Ik*- 
t\v<«‘n to rt'Hcdi tho «,dvau<*ocl positiora^* tho inou fought 
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nil witliout foofl or drink. An uriilN^ry oiiptain 

(o|<t iru' thn sJnry of liis hHtt«*rv : It. whm tii 

tiM' full fn'inlii. of thn n,-Kmdt. aixi llicir gunrt fiatf fM'tiii 
firing round utter round at the highn.si, speed. Aftt'r 
.M*v<‘n or rigid, hundred rtanuis tin* 7SV heeonn^ «n liot 
f'int it is iiiipossiMe to fjiv any l<*ng<'r until the pjeees 
have heen moled. 'I'lieir gnus had r«'aehe<l tliis stage 
ot heat. uimI tliere was no nater left except in tin* men's 
uat<M-huHles. 'I’ht' turn wen* almost dying tif thirst. 
And y<*t of their own ins* will they n'fused to <lnnk a 
single drop. reser\ing all the \\at«*r in their Hasks lor the 
<*ool»ng ol the pioi'es whii-h weix* defending the infantry 
a mile or tno away. 

As an instanoo of oolloctivo sjiirit of Jtoroisin, 
Air. \\'ariior Allon quott'd tlie following ; 

In th(* lirst battle a eerlain amiy corps, whieh included 
soldiers of all classes. fr<jin the Ih].^ contingent t<» iia*ii 



FRENCH SAPPERS WORKIN(. 
UNDERGROUND. 


of iIm' 'rcrriinrial fh'.serve, resisirxl for live dav'- and ii\<' 
mglifs tlic attacks nt an encinv wjlli a nninerical 
snfKTioni <if lijur to one. I'lu* so|<li«'rs knew 1 hat if 
was lladr duty t«* gain tjinc aial play the part of c<»vering 
ti*.>ops. and so untiringly they ftrnugk'd on, exaiiing a 
h*'a\y jiricc inau the cnemv for every var«l of gmuial 
gained, 

t)n llie IftWh these men wcm- worn out and In-sh troops 
took thi'ir place. 1'hev' hekl the line ntud Mjireli JU, 
and they are now for the fust time rciiirnmg to the rear, 
so ihiit we an* nhle lo obtain tlieir per.^ona! aeeoiint of 
ihi* (errilile sinmgle. 

Oil the lidf of the village of 1>oimiMuon{. a. ^•l•^fain 
infanirv hiigiule has opposed to the tierinan as.naiilts 
a wall ot ■'feel that nothing eoukl hn“ak. JI *'■ eoininandeil 
hv a- young colonel who, like (tcia-ral Voeli an<i (ieneral 
Maud'hiiy. ha.d in tina* of fx^ace made a hriliianl rt'puta^ 
lion a-> a professor at the Jvole de (luerre, Jlroiiglil. up 
at lull sfieed to the front, this brigade was hurled torw'urd 
on the lo P'lievo the worn *)tit troops who W'iud 

4lei'ending tlie uli'importanl position of l)ouauinonl. 


Its commander al. once dcciiled that the only tiictles 
po.ssihio was an inuneiliute offensive. Any tlclay maler 
tlie terrible homlmrdmenl eoiild only Ik‘ fatal. an<f Ha* 
enemy piyanptly discovered that there W'eii? fresh troops 
before him. 

Tor loiirtmii days these troops remained under tie' 
enemy’s fire. Four tiinc.s lliev met the furious assaults 
of the (iermaiiN, and four times they not only rejwllefl 
the enemy but followed up their success with counh'i - 
attacks. On the first day olheers ami mi'ii vietl together 
in deeds of heroism. Wounded soldiers refusi^il t-o go 
lo hospital, or, if .sent hack against their will, insi'ited 
on P'loiniiig ilioir comrades as .soon as thr*ir wonmls 
weri' bandaged. 'I'lu* eolonel, to his siirprisr*. found an 
• >Id sergeant whose white heard suggested llnif his place 
\Mu^ away heliind the linos. “What an* you doing 
here ? ” he asked. “Mon e«*lonel,“ was tfie reply, '‘my 
son has heen kilk*d, J have eoine to avenge liiin.” 

After the attack of the gtith llie ^•nemy n’tiiixl, and 
the six following ihiys the hrigade set to work lo dig 
themselvi's m, iindiu* a terrihlt' bomhardinent. 'I'he 
Itermau"' attempted no further infantry attacks, nllhougli 
they had on the spot one of tlie iinest I'egiinent.s of their 
army. It was not till tlie fourth that tln*y venlur«*if to 
leiurn l<» the charge. Once again a Fre'iieh eonnter- 
.‘illiu'k Ihrt'M hack the enouty m disorder, and for tour 
tiinp* days till* Flinch loneeiurateii their eff«»rls oti 
strengthening their position. 'rii<*n, on the it'iilh. tlio 
< Jeriniuis, seeing that (ho Fri'iiefi lines wen- fiuu la.M'otntng 
irnpregfiahle, determined to put an emi (o llii.*- stiihfiorn 
iTsisInnce, and throughout the day hurled wavi^ utter 
wave td as>aull against them. 

'I he lir'-t Mitaek was preceded hv a tnuiiendous Imuii- 
bardiueiii. hut it. was met and broken hv I ho 1*'ii'neh 
mfanirv. An hour alter a .-eeoiul a.s^aull. twt* hours 
alter a third a>'saull. and the Frt'iieh line still hekf. 
l’’irnilly. the faieiny attemptial hi-, heaviest blow -an 
as-Hjuilt in eolunins rif tours, winch vva.s to hreiik Ihrough 
the tliin I'reiieh line like a battering ram. ‘‘'rhen.” “-aid 
one of the olheer-^ w fio took part in the f>altle. “ever\. 
thing we po',<'^e>.4ed opencil upon ifiein. parlieulariv our 
TfiV and inaehnie giiiM. .and hall an hour aft<*t' it wiH 
over. ThoiisaiMls oM rcnnan eorpsi--: eov ere<l i hi* round 
and wo still held IIm* position'^ that had Imsmi entjii-ted 
to US. 'riio next dav vve vven‘ ii'lie\e<|. aiid our regi¬ 
ments marched thron;.*h a viJIiU'c in the n‘ar with t ho 
Mime rnagnilic-<*n! dash and di>r-iplim* as I hough t hey 
wen* just returning from reposi'.’' 

Aincmg the fiodic'.s left m front «if Hie ^'Ienr•h lines 
the niiml*er- of six dilfeii'iit regiments were uh'iilified. 
'The two regimcaifs who hail hc.*ld kc» gloriously riehly 
deserved I hi* eongrat iilat n uw of France, \vhii*h a h'W 
days later \vc*re brought lo them at i h<‘ir eantoniueiUs by 
the (lenerulissiii|t». 

It WHS examples of this TniAfriiilieeiit lf(*roisin 
whieli stirred the itiiHj'iiiat.ioii even of Iht' most 
slng^^ish of iieiilrtils (o iin fippreeiation of the 
splendid fij^hting tpiiilities of tlie French, (o a 
reiilisHtion of tin* faet that now (Ik* FreneJi 
had in oV(t\' way ItvUen nn aceurate iiiemsnre 
of t hc*ir oppom*nt s. The military i oiTespoialeiit 
of 'rhr TirncHn Htnnming np the situati<»n, 
wrott*: 

It a (lermati (cflicvr could vi.sit the Fn*iii-!i arinie.s ho 
oiild profiiihiy galla.'r that ito <loiiht at all is felt of 
Ilnur ufiilily to deal with the (Vown I'rincf*. cSlioiikl tho 
latter n']>ort lailhfwlly to his ImiMirial lather he would 
tell him l.liat. though nn luipiveedenfod tlcfiloymonl of 
guns, an iinfieard'of ex|H'nditun‘ of anuniinilion, and 
an imniensi^ KU|s'ri«crity of tiiiiiiIk'I's ImkI enabled bitii lit 
first to win .‘-oiiie a.<lvaneed position-s from (Ieneral Meir's 
weak garri-.oii of reserve troofis at Verdun, the (•erinuti 
urtnies had .suhseipiently fiiilod, nud, after suiTering a 
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TWO URAVU ZOIIAVKS AT VRKDUN. 

During the (»eriHan attack on the hort of Vaux, tlie machine ^iiti <»f two Zouave?* fell into a smsill 
fiiliell hole. In order to continue firinjf, one of them lifted the ^iin on his shoulder, while ihc <»thcr 
kept the gun in action until all the cartridges were spent. 


lo'-'M of half sln'otrlh. h:<,d not a«'hicv*<'il iln* .utii of 

tht*ir vt'tMun’. Mo woiilti {uid IhiM tlto fin* of t1n' lir->i 
irnpolsion had dti‘<| down ; tluii llio altiu-|; IhioaP nrd 
1o itilo In'ticli \vmiii:!ins» t'f flu* not’tun! !;.}»■ : 

and fhat n*inf«>rc<'niont‘' won' iioodod h) .s'wo ht-i miltijirv 
Mpofatiun trorn donusc. 

'rijat/ iiiilitiirv rcpulatfoii was pii'cious 
an iiHsot. for Ihc }iolicuzolh‘rri liciis,- and for 


Jiu]n'riiil toTinany. U>r IIumii not lo nuikc n 
furl In r dosju ralo oth»rt to rest t *ri* it. Iloniior<‘r- 
im'Jds urn* Jirrihil. hut llir j-.ilnmion of 
thTinuiiy ujw sncli tlial shr was unalilr to 
coiahici a ^n*rirral oiTojisixr against lh<‘ Allies 
along tltc windc fn>nt wiUi any h<»pc ot suciu-s-;. 
1'hc (it'nnans w(‘i'c maintaining <m thr wivt t\vt> 
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^ro\i[»s n{ fnrrrs, iiir onr rfnjiui \ <*niuii, 
mul till' iiliicM- ojipusi'ii (o t.lir IJritisli n(.>rlli of 
tiir Soiiiriir. Tlic rest of ilioir liii<- was liiit 
lightly lifUl. and in r<"scrv<' on I lie \’< r<liiii 
front from ^’u^l<llIois io SI. .Millie), the Ceiinnn.s 
•onlv liiul two ilivisions in tulililion lo the 
lllrtl and .XVIJIth (:or|).H, wliieh liiid i>een 
taken out of the lino for relitlintr. 

The Oemians nuKhI htivi- drawn upon the 
tliroo divisions they still hud south of the 
Daniihe, hut the politieui and militar> efleels 
of this upon HO treoeherous and unsteady an ally 
us Unit'aria might have heen serious. On 
the Hussian front the country was as yet 
iinproetieahlo for any opt-rations on u largo 
scale, the roads htung still useless on account 
of the thaw; so that from there the (Miomy 
was entitled lo draw' some aiUlitional strength 
for the Verdun sector. This step ho took, and 
for the new huttle which was in preparation 


fluring tho.se si.v days, from .March 22 to 
March 28, he sent in the li)2nd Brigade on the 
left hank in the iieighlsiurhood of Malaneonrt. 
On the eentri'. around the hotly disputi'd 
points of Bras, Doiiauniiait' and Vaux, ho 
massed the IKIth, .IHIh, and 121st liescrvo 
Divisions, which, viilh the Blth Itcservc 
Division, took the jilaco of what was left of 
the XN'JllIh and lllrd Army Corps. A 
division from Bu.ssia arrived on the Oennun 
left. With these now pieces on the hoard the 
Gormans, wh<) throughiait the period of infantry 
lull hail maintained a regular hombardment of 
the whole of the French jiositions, ofionod the 
third great jierifid of lighting, which was to 
extend from March 28 to April 2.'>. 

The two lirst portions (jf tfie htittle of Verdun 
wore clear-fMit in , their design and in their 
execution. 'Die first, which lasted from Feb¬ 
ruary 21 to March C, had witne.ssed the attempt 
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luul bloody fHiliiro of tlio eiioiny to n'peat 
Mackciis('(i’s firoRt oponitioii on tlio Ouiiuioc ; 
when, by inasRod conoontrution of artillery 
lire, 1 1)0 ill-equipped if beroie re.si.stuiiee of th«‘ 
K)i.Hsi(uiK bad been broken dow n and a ^reat 
ira.[) I'ent in tbe eeiilre of tbe lin<' uttiu-kod. 
Tliere. the. Cleninnis bad berois)n alone to deal 
witli. At Vei'ibm they met lieroisin armeil 
with tbe proiluets of industry and seienei', und 
tbeir first move brounbt tbeni no profit. 

Still pursuing wbat was. at )Uiy rule at that 
(iiiie, a eiirefully tbougbt out and orthodox 
-.irategie idea, tbo tierjuans opened tbe .seeontl 
plaise of tbe battle with tremendous onslaughts 
<111 tbe wings, wbii’b IiisIimI from .Man'll <> to 
Miireb 22. Tbei'e again thiy faileil to aebievo 
I heir piu'imse 

'their position at. the beginning of the (bird 
p'I'iod, now uniler disi'iission, might be likened 
to thill of at) impetuous and gandiling ebess- 
player. who, having started an attaek u|)on 
his enemy, eiiptures a few piiwns, brings .several 
major pieces on to advanced .sipiares on his 
opponent.’s side of the board, and then dis- 
• ■overs t hat his ad\ersary. too, has bad Ins jilan, 
and that (hat plan has been consolidated ami 
improved at tbe very moment when (lie 
scheme of attaek si'emed most likely to result 
in mate. (Ibstaete idti'l* ob.staeki had been en- 
eonniered ; fresh dilbenKii" , fre.sh and niisus 
peeled eentre.s of resistani'e had inaile (heir 
powi r felt ; .so that (he (lermims. at (he open 


ing of this third phase, had to revise their 
proeetiuro almost entirely, and devote (hem 
selves at first to tbe reduction of positions 
wbieb, up till then, they had (bought it po.s.sible 
to ignore. 

'I'be attack was renewed upon tbe left bank. 
'I'be extension of tbe lighting to tbe left biui 
been tbe eonsequeneo of tbe failure to pierce 
the centre at Donaumont, and of the resulting 
neeessity to elear the .Kreneb out from tbeir 
artillery iiiisitions on tbe left bank, tbe lire 
from wbicli raked all operations on thi' right 
bank of tile river, 't'bis bn.sin<'.ss of ernsliing in 
tbe Kreneb positions on tbe western edge of 
tJie buttle bad jiroved e.xireniely eostly. At 
tbe beginning of Kebriiary tin* Kreneb line had 
run roiiglily between Avoeonrt and Forges. 
Heliind this line ro.se nji tbe two main ))illars of 
tbe eliief defensive position. Hill 204 and tbe 
Mori llonniio. 'I'liis line (be (iermuns bad 
altaeked at both ends, in tbe east at Korgi'S, in 
the west in .-\voconrt Wood. They bad ent 
I brougb it by (lieir |ires,sure and formed a .salient 
from IMahmeoiirt to Ifetliineoiirt. As lias been 
sis n. the enemy deemed this siiceess snilieient 
to enable bim to begin at unee the attaek upon 
tliese two slajile plants of tbo Kreneb line. Hill 
.'IOI and tile .\bir( Homme. From Forges 
they had endeax oiired to udvanee through the 
('rows Wood upon the slopes of tbe Mort 
Ibimiue. From .Xxiieoiirt they bad essayed 
to (in.sb ii|) to (bo ridge ot Hill .‘104. 'rii<»miig- 



VERDUN. 

Removing the heapH of French shell cases behind the lines. 
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ojjpositioii ngain.st whicli lliowo two 
«n(it«ivoiir.s l)roke on Miirolj 14 anti Mart’ll 22 
ha« boon (losfril.x’d. On ttii' Mori Hotimio llie 
enoiiiy w’tis alilo to pet but I bo barost footinp. 
His attaf’k niton Hill 204 bad iiovcr pii'ri’i’d 
tbronph lo it."', objoflivi'. 'riio (litriiuins, I bon - 
torn, ill the porioil of rooonsidoratioii allowod 
Ihoiii by tho bill attor Marob 22, roali/.od (bat 
tbo Krtaicb worn after all a sfnbborn and 
tonaoioiis nation : tbat tboy wore also a nation 
witb military iili-as of dofoiico. 'I'lioy saw that 
before tbey eonlil possibly hope to earry fbese 
two trenieiidoiis points of tbe Kreneb line if 
was not snflicienf to liave cut tbrougb it on tbe 
two tiankinp positions, and tbat it was neces¬ 
sary t o criisb in ibe w bole of 1 be adv’anced 
Kreneb lines, so as to be able to deliver a 
direct altiu’k upon Hill 201 and Ibe Mort 
Homme, alonp tbe wbole of tbe front con.sti- 
tuted by tbose natural btriresses. (leneral 
I’elaiu. wbo. once be bad assured tbe safety 
of Ibe Verdun salient by liis splendiilly timed 
and orpoTii/.ed connler-at lacks at Doiiaiimont 
in the closinp ilays of Kebrnary, had deliberately 
a<lopt(‘d a defensive r.ile, naturally <’\pected and 
hoped tbal Ibe (lennans woiiiil endeavour, b\ 
sacnlieinp if neci-ssary Iwe or three mi’ii to one. 
to carry position after position. Conlident in 
the defensive ipmlity of bis troups, bi' was able 
I o count w it b certainty tbal. w batiw er successes 
the ticrmans made, would be piiscnieal and 
extremely cost ly. This in elTeci was the history 
of this third preat operalicai of the (>nemy. 

'I’iie course of events diirinp the lull vibiili 
preceded this slape of Ibe fiphtinp was a 
monotonous repc-lition of artillery action. On 
March 22 tbe iKanbardment slackened down 
on till’ west of flic Meu.se in tbe ciairse of I bi' 
moruinp, but lalir de\el()pcd into a sustaimsl 
batferinp of Ibe .MalaiK'ourt region and of the 
French front Hetbineourt .Mori Homme- 
taimieres. whore tbe ni-xl infantry assaults 
were to be laiinebed. 'I’liis bcanbardment was 
di.stributi’d with'almost eipial strength upon 
the eent.re and tbi^ west I brongboiit Ibe lull. 

Towards three o'clock on March 28 the first 
(.ierman infantry .set to work upon their task of 
flalteiiinp out this salient on tbi- west., wbicb 
stretched out into Ibe (Ierman lines norlb-wcst 
of Hill 204. Tbe openinp stages of the action 
wore unfavourable for tbe (li'rmans, and 
I’ontained a menin’e of new and aggi’c.ssixe 
feal.iires in tbi’ 1'’rerieb defenee. Tbe first 
a.ssaull was di'livcred upon Malaneiairl, where 


tbe enemy failed to iic.bieve anything excejit 
a notable casnallx' list, due to the eflieioni’y of 
Ibe Krcncli curtain lire. While the (ieriiians 
were coming to grief bore, the French in 
.Avociairt W'ooil were giving fiirtbe,- proof of 
tbe cianpleti' freshness of their troops and tho 
confidence of their U’uders. I'p till then. 
French counter-altni-ks bad been few in number, 
and bad been for the most part confined to 
ai’tions rendered imiieratively nece-ssary b\ tbe 
still warm triumph of the enemy. Here in the 
Avocoiirl Wood, wbieli bad been occupic’d by 
(be (iermans on tbe 20tb after a bitlerl_\ 
contested struggle in wbicb tlicy u.sed mneb 
liipiid flame, (be Freiicli beg n an operation 
wbicb ainounled to a cons dered offensive 
rather than to tbe counterattack deli\i‘rcd 
immediately after tbi' blow. 

rushing forward with great energy, tbe 
French pot about three hundred lards of t be 
soutb eastern corner of Avocourt Woed. and 
carrii'd a point w bicb was afterwards destined to 
play an important part in (be operalion.s. This 
point, known as tbe Avocourt I’edoiibt. bail 
been \ery tborongblv prepareil lor defence, 
and tbe enemy took its loss to heart. 'I brow¬ 
ing one of tbe newl\-a.rri\-ed brigades inti' 
action, be mad'- desperate but meffi'ctual 
attempts to recapture this position. Tliese 
I'ounter attacks weri’ repeated no le-s; (ban 
Hire- times in Ibe course of the day. Tbe 
(iermans sutfcretl beu\y looses duringr these 
ojieratiotis, and left prisoners in tb<‘ Freneb 
bamls. (In the following da\. tbe 2!l( b, an 
attack in great strength was launched upon t be 
\ illage of Malancourt, wbicb. I_>ing in a hollow, 
bad been exposed (o partii nlarly bca\\ bom¬ 
bardments. .After ferocious ba^onct and gren 
adc fighting, (be enemy was able to report tbat 
at tbe close of (be day be bad captured an 
aiKnnec work situated- to the north of (be 
village and was in oceupalion of two bouses 
in the village itself, Tbe following days were 
tilled with terrific fighting, in (be course of 
wbicb tbe (iermans lost tremendously. Tbe 
scene of this figbtingwas the soulb-eastcrn born 
of tbe A\ocourt Wood, in Ibe defence of wbicb 
tbe captured rediaibt. played an all-important 
part. Four counter-attacks were laiinebed 
upon tbe position in tbe course of the 2i)tb. 
and tbrongbont the early hours of tbe 2()(b (be 
enemy returned again and again to the a,ssanl(, 
leaving inoimds of dead before Ibe position. 

Hy March 21 tbe (iermans bad snccecded in 
a very small portion of (heir full purpose. 




ON THR SLOPE AT MORT HOMMR. 
A fire due to German ahellK. 
lO.'i 
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and the French evacuated Malancourt; on bank of the lit tle Htrcam of Forges; and it 

the same afternoon, towards four o’elo(?k, a resulted in a eoinjdeto surprise for the (jJor- 
vigorous attempt was made upon the l*’reuc‘h mans. The Frcmih lino at tliis j)oint was n\uch_ 
position north-east of tho Alort Homme. oxposetl to the (terman artillery fire, as well as 

The attack was preceded and accompanied b^- to maclline-gims ; and (luring the night before 

a. hea\j' bomharUmeiit. of lachrymatory shells. tho (iennan movement thi' whole jiosition had 

For a time the attack was successful ; a footing been stealthily evacuated, and the French 

was olitainod in part of the first line, lait had taken up positions of much greater strength 

bt'fore the enemy had had time to fortify on the south hank of the stn'am, where tliey 

himself and ccjnsolidutc his gain, llu' e\er- commanded a much heller field of fire. When 

read.N krench couuter-attuck uns upon him, tho enemy reached his supjioscd ohj(-ctiv(' ho 

and he was forcctl to evacuate liis new l_\ - was caught not only hy steady fire from the 

coiKpiered jiosition. An nllcmpt farflier u<.‘si new Freucli standpoint on I he other side of 

tv 'icree through t(j the main Alort JJommi' the stream, lad also hy a withering fire from 

dcicnccs was crushed under artillery lire. (aililading ]>ositi(.uis id li('lhincouii, and t he 

On April I a .si-rics of powerful assaults was atliU’k niched in(a\ with intolerable losses 

made again iiiion the Avocourl liedouht, after before the (.Jermans had even been gn'cn an 

the usual bombanlment, but withoid- any ojiportunity of getting to grips with their 

success. Meanwhile the village of Haucouii enemy. 

was being ciadinuously bouitiarded. On tlie On April H. at. about two o’clock in the after- 

2nd this hombardmenl. gave way to a violent noon, the lirst un.siieci'ssful attack upon the 

thru.st by the infantry between Haucourt and villagi' of llaucoiirt was dclivert'd. It was 

B(^thincourt. 'Jltis attack wa.s aimed at t!ie not resumed again until .Xjiril 5. Once more 

positions held by the I'n'iich on the northern llic che.ss-playc'r liad too boldly advanced las 



AN OPEN-AIR ENTERTAINMENT NEAR THE BATTLE FRONT. 

French troops from the trenches enjoyinit an entertainment. A German shell is burstini; near the 
church, hut this is iifiiored both by actors and audience, who have grown used to such interruptions. 
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|iii'<-<-K u|)i(u uround v^liitli liiul lu'cii Uio liltlo 
stiulioil. Onof iiior<‘, for ii. iliiy or two, tlio 
m’( illcrv lii'lil «uii\ ii[iiia tills front. ()n t lic'.'ll li 

11 si-rii's of nitiu’lis. in whii'li larfii' niiinliiTs of 
mi'll well' l■lxpaf:<•ll. wn.s liinin.'lioil ii|M)n 1 lio 
two |iriMi’i|ia1 salionts I lien loft Itol limi'oiirt 
ami Haiicoiirl. At I’n t liim ourl, on t lio J'li iicli 
riglit, all alti'm|ils wi ro lirokon liy tho Kroiicli 
tiro; lint at Mancoiirt I lio ononiy was ahlo to 
regisriT an inlvanco of aiiothor sl.up' iijioii t.lic 
rcdurtioii of tin- main saluut tliat of tlio 
c»|>turi." of the \ illat'o of liaiieourt. It wa- 
©fleeleil at the (iriei' of fremeniloiis .saerifiee 
'rime afti'r time the (lermans, after swee|)mj; 
riplit ii|> to the enlranee of the village, were 
caught hy the withering lire of rniwhiae giins. 
ainl those wlio roinaineil ali\ e w ere foreoil to M-ek 
the ahelter of their trenchea. In the course 
of the night the enemy gaineil a fool.ing in the 
village, and gradually, hy Hysteinatie if minor 
siege operations, drove the Jieroie defenders out 
of the cellars in which they had made their last 
despcral e, resist ance. 

The next day the enemy made an attempt to 
clear the approaches to the village, w hero the 
French hud established themselves to the south 
and east. The attmik, which w as earriei I out on 
a front of two kilometres, failed to reach it.s 
objisitive, 'I'liis endiaivoiir was repeated on 
the following day, wiien the only succe.ss to 
the enemy's luieount was the capture of two 
small works between Haueourt and Hill 287. 
Throughout April 9 violent fighting was in 


progres.s along the whole of the French front 
from A\ocomt to Cmnieres. 'J'he Krench, 
who had evacuul. I Hi'lhincourt and the 
salient of which it lormed the centre on the 
pie\ lolls night, had fallen hack upon a con¬ 
tinuous line ol defence, starting from the 
,-\\ocoiirl Hcdoiiht. running upon the first 
of the wooded slopes to the west of Hill :|I)4 ; 
thence, taking the .southern hunk of Forges 
Hrook. it went to the north-east of Haueourt. 
rejoining the Krench po-ilion a little to the 
smith of the Hcthinconrt-K..sncs and Ili'-thin- 
eourt-<'halaiieoiirt cro.ss roads. 

'I'he whole of this liin* was (iercely trieil. It, 
stood the test well. On the front, between 
Mort Homme and ('iiniieres, the Oormaiis 
reeeived a staggering blow. They advanctul 
in nugs.sed formation from (tiunicrcs Wood, and 
were thus caught a.s they dcboucheil by French 
shrapnel and mitrailleuses. 7'hc men he.si- 
tuted. thi'u broke, running in all directions, 
leaving the ground littered with corp.scs. A 
simultaneous action,' direct<wl against the 
Krench line between Avocourt and Forgos, met 
with the same reception, and achieved the 
same re.sult. After the eviu'iialiiai of Hf-thin- 
eoiirt the (?rown I’rince hail deemed his first 
ohjectivo attained. The remaining portion 
of the Krench lahance line namely, the troops 
occupying t he \ illages of Malancourt, Hcthiri- 
coiirt and Haueourt- had been driven hack. 
The Crown I’rince therefore thmight the 
momi'iit eomc to deliver his groat, onslaught, 
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tiptin the two cKipf stroiigliolds of Iho iiuiiii 
’’ronch lino. This wns (ho r('.siill. Simnl- 
tanooii.sly llio (!rc>yi-a I'mico, with the obyw-t 
no donl)t of v\’('iikeninK't\,nd (lividint; tlio J'^fonc-Ji 
rosorvos, dtdivorcd a gi'oat- blow rtt tbo old 
point of iittraftiou on tbo right Imiik of Iho 
rivor, aiid on 3\Iari-h HJl tbi* oiioniy r<‘tiirnod to 
tbo blnod'dronoliod tt[)proa<.'li''s of tlic x Ulago' 
of Vaiix and Douamnont Fort. 'I'Iicto li.ad 
boon no infnntTy action in tliis region for 
about throc! the lull being due U» tbu fact 

that all ndyjinoes iji this part wen' reiaiered 
iinpossi )lo until Uip Frenidi positions op, the 
loft bank of tlio river had been redueod. Tbo 
Froneh (ai iho loft hairk hiiVing bi’oirongagod, 
and tljeir arlillory. ijaving uit(' enough vitb 
which to oooupy itsolf in lliat (Mirtion of the 
figlMing, the t'roW'tl i’rinee' thiuight the (itno 
IukI arrivwl to make one more effort to posh 
tbrougj^ the main'’‘bni- at this point. On 
March 11 tbo ouomy luul sueeoeded in o<'eupy- 
ing a few; houso< situated at the ea.storn i-tal of 
the village, but had boon unable to carry the 
whole agglomtiration, and unable therefore to 
reap a tactical protit from" this gain. After 
throe weeks' inactivity, <ai tin- morning of 
April 1 fighting broke forth again with all its 
previous fury, and in the course of the luoruiug 
the P'reuclt, gallantly tbopgh the_\- fodglit. 


wort' compelled to eva,cuat.c the cellars and the 
ruins of this historic spot. All attenifits on 
the ]>art of the tlennans to pxploit this advan¬ 
tage, 1,0 debouch upon thp village and advance 
up the ravine w;hich winds away from Vaux 
amiaig the hills U» the bgck of Douaurnont, 
eUile<l in blui>dy disnsttr. 

Bnt I he enemy wa.s embarlvod (ur one of t hose 
long apd jxTfiuaeious ' eutiTprises the series 
of w hich turned the Mtpits de MeusC into an 
iofeino of flame auif.lire for irwmy weeks tai 
•'ud. ‘The next day,‘after an extremely violent 
bcaubardmenl, in which guns of the heaviest 
calihre were liscd, an attack in f<a‘<*c wa.s made, 
in wbicli more iJiau one division vs as employet) 
against the Ihiiianmont Kort -sillageof \'anx 
line of defence.^. So less than four of thesst 
tremendous blows were rained u|ion the line, 
.ind soiitb-east of the fort of Donaninoiit the 
enemy, ' tight ing almost inch by incli, sne- 
ceeded in penetrating tbf' tangled,' t nmbleil 
mass of tiiidtf'r wliieb bad saiee been the t'ail- 
letp! Wood. They wer<‘ not long left m undis¬ 
turbed iiossesssioii. .'\gain’ the counter atla< k 
flared out, driving the enemy back from mia-b 
ot the ground be Imd won at siad) laaivy cost, 
and leasiag to liitu lhe pOs,Ssssioii of oidy the 
nortbern portion of vsisxl. The tight ing 
nroninl \aint ilevol"|xxl to a ilegree of greai 



DOUAUMONT. 

A photo|(raph of one of the entrances of the dismantled fortreas after bombardment. 
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FRENCH RED CROSS AT WORK. 

Wounded soldiers brii>|> removed to the rear of the fi£htin£ line. 


intensity "ti the Inllnunie ility. .V|iril if. 'I'lie 
.siicecs.sl'iil Krencli cDtinter iifta(»k, wtiii h iiiul 
(triven the (ieritmns up to the tinitln'iii piii'tinn 
of t'ailhdte Wood. \\n' dev .'lopod ,‘-.1 ill lurtlier, 
and oidy the frmui' "I i hat position reni.niied 
in the eneinv .s lianil.-i. .-\ eounlei atlaek ol 
.special \ iolene.e, carried out hy some of (he 
host, troops of h’raitee, hole tia* Ereia-h hack 
attain into the western part of' the villay'e of 
Vaiix. d'owards three oddoek in the afternoon 
of April 4 the (Jerinatt.s attacked smith ot the 
villa^;e of JlonannKUit ; the .sneeessivi' vvavi-s of 
Hie enemy were followed hy small attaekint; 
eohiinns w liieh eajne under (he ileadly rain of 
eiirtiiin shrapnel, and were forced to make a. 
flurried retreat into t'tiaidfonr Wood. n[ion 
w'hieh all the availahle irnns of (he sector were 
eoneentrated. The losses suffered hy the 
enemy Jiere were very heavy. 

In (liis eiiKanenteid t he < Jennans, ]ierha)is 
for the first time since (he f'erdnn fitrhtint! 
ht'ttan, showed an evidt'iit desire to spare (hi'ir 
men as nnu'h as ]iossiI>li'. ’Phe method of 
throwiny; solid ma.sses upon (he I'Veneh lin s 
had been abandoned. With the sidentitie use 
of artillery, .suoli taetics litid jirovod themselves 


eostiv out of all proportion fo the moral effeet 
irjion (he inni'i eoneertied in the attack. The 
new system eonsisted in sending forward two 
or t hree lines of infatitrv in open order These 
were followed by smaller bodies of bettt'r- 
traini'd troops The idiai of (he t terinan 
< h'uera! Staff was apparently- that those 
nan hine gnus w hich might have bemi left nn- 
(onehed I.>y a homhardment were better etn* 
ployed killing inferior troops than in mowing 
down well trained men : further, that if either 
<if (hi- (irst lini-s sneeeeded in elTeeting a footing 
in the enemy's trench, (he defenders of (he 
neighbouring trench would be too busy in 
attempting to evict them to he able to dev o(.e 
nna-h of their attention to the advanee of 
further eolnmns. J'his method proved no 
more ..ssfni than its predecessors. 

On the following day the (ieinains miMle an 
nnsneeessfnl attenipt on Pepper Ridge, and 
endeavoured to i-lear the I'reneh mil of Cail- 
lette \\ ood. 

During (his early )>erioil of the month of 
April (he Preneh began imparting a little 
more aggri-.s.sion tot heir taet ies ; and. w hile not 
iinderteking any offensive on a- large s,.,de, by 
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a soricB of vigorous and short countor-attaoVw 
they began to make slow if steady progress. 
I'liey u[)plied to the Oernian gains both on the 
oast and on the west banks of tho Mouse the 
Joffre policy of nibbling. Throughout April 9 
and 10 the bonibardinent of the Douauinont- 
V'anx line was iuoessant, and on the llth 
the first reaction against this nibbling policy 
h'd the enemy to an attuctk in force upon 
^■aux. 

The character of the engagements which 
filled the latter half of April differed from that 
<if previous operations. They wore no longc'r 
pure offensives, imdcrtaken with the intention 
of achieving immediate tactical results. The 



RECONSTRUCTING CAPTURED 
TRENCHES. 


.slow wear and t(»ar of the new French policy 
upon the German line was ha\ ing efferrts both 
material and moral, to which an end hiul l,o bo 
put by vigorous methods. 'I'lio assault, on tho 
llfh was therefore a defensive offensive. It 
carried the Germans at the close of tho day 
into some advanced elements of the French 
trenches between Douaiimont and Vaiix. 
whence before night closed they were ejected, 
after heavy bombing (tperat ions. Tho ground 
attacked w'as among that, nibbled away, an<i 
in spite of iha liberal use of suffocating gas, 
tear-shells, and liquid flame, the attempt to 
retake it failed. A similar effort, achieved 


similar negative results on tho following 
day. 

1’he next of these defensive offensives was 
launched on Ai)ril 17, with greater uso of 
artillery, and in even greater numbers. The 
attacking troops, consisting of troops drawn 
from at least five divisions, advanced upon a 
front of about two and a half kilometres, from 
a point between Gharapneuvillo and Vacherau- 
ville to Douaiimont. The action, which was 
one of concentrated violence, lasted for about 
two hours, and tho losses of the enemy were 
about thirty per cent, of the efTectives he had 
engaged in it. Gosualfies inflicted upon the 
Germans in tho ravine between I’opjicr Ridge 
and Haudromont Wood wore ospocially heavy. 
The only progress made was the capture of a 
small salient of the French line south of tho 
(’liauffour Wood, north-west of Douaiimont 
village. 

A diversion of the enemy in the neighbour- 
IioikI of I.>es FiSparges failed to givi' him any 
local advantage, and in no way disturbed the 
rlisposition of the French troops in the mam 
centre. 

After two months of the most tremendous 
figliting history had until then recorded, upon 
a front of some twenty-five or thirty kilo¬ 
metres. tho massed power of thi' German 
Kinpire was Still vainly swking a. “ cliink in 
the armour” of Verdim. At this stage the 
battle was alremly, if not a French victory, at 
least a German defeat. Tlic enemy htul been 
•driven to take the offensive upon tliis gigantic 
scale because he was unable t.o stand still and 
watch the steady growth in military power of 
his opponents. Inciqiable of continuing niueh 
furl Her hie resistance to the wearing-down 
policy of tho Allitis, ho was forced, in one 
tremendous stroke of his sword, to seek freedom 
from tho steady grip of his luiemies. At the 
end of two mont hs he hod reachetl on the right, 
bunk of tho river tho main ilofonces of t'ordun, 
where, for twenty-five days, all his efforts at. 
further progress had resulted in heavy loss. On 
the loft bunk his success had been even slighter. 
He was still struggling in dos|)eration to force 
his way through to the main defences of that 
side. Tho Germans harl failed to hnpo.so their 
will upon their enemy. 

The completeness with which they were 
forcerl to fight imder tho conditions which best 
suited the French gave to the latter the right 
to claim victory in tho first two months Of tho 
battle. Everywhere along the eastern salient 




A notice advising people who pass along the ravine that they might be sniped, and passage is forbidden 
unless military requirements necessilate the journey being made. Circle picture: Warning to drivers 
that cars must proceed slowly and in succession. 


DANGER 70NES NEAR THE BATTLE FRONT. 


Ill 
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the Oonnans htul beon fruit l<‘SKly usiiiK thoir 
men. 'I’lio French, inon-ovcr, w(?rc nut. in the 
posit ion of the ttian who in the rino; just iiianaftes 
to preserve enough stretiRtii and enoufii) skill 
to avoid the knock-out. Daily they were 
eiving proofs of their eonipletc hold over thc'in- 
selves, of incretisinjt vigour iind iniliativc. 
The policy of small kx'al counter-attneks. which 
began towards the (do.se of the first, two months 
of fighting, was nxx-iving ever more and more 
fre()uent application and development. 

It miiiht have been oiitimistic to think that 
the tighling had reached a point svhen the 
defeiK'e was iviuding .so viirorously as to depriv(> 
the assailants of the initiative ; but it ci'rtainly 
was the ease that the Fri'nch, to a great extent, 
biwi assumed the direction of affairs in the 
\’erdun sector. The l*'reneh eounter-attiu-ks 
seemed almost, to have I’eached a point when 
they became counter-offensives. This was 
especially the case on the left wing, hot on 
the centre the en('m^■ still retained his capacity 
f<(r hard hitting. On .Atiril 20 he delivered a 
terrific hlow along a two mile front betwia'n 
Tfiiamont Farm and Vaux bake. His infantry 
got into the Knuich lines south of Doiiaumont 
Fort, and also ale into the dehuice north of 
\'.nix Lake. Hut here too, the Fn-nch react ion 
WHS mor<> vigorous than it had been at any 
other time thriaighoiit the ligliting; and the 
enemy was thrown out of these positions in the 
cours(> of the same night. Klsewhere along the 
line the (lermans were pinned down to the 
defensive, and .seemed unable to hinder the 
list, of small F’relicli sncccs.ses, gTowing with 
every day. So stagnant did the eicmy hecome 
that towards the end of .April there was a 
growing, if mistivken. belief that the tremendous 
(effort of the enemy had worn itself out, tha,t the 
occasional attacks on the .Mort Homme and 
upon Douaumont were but the spurting flames 
of a. dying eonllagrH.tion. This feeling was. 
perhaps, strengthened by the a,)>poinl ment on 
A|iril 2S of t ieiieral I’etam as (irand Ollieer of 
the Lf'gion of Honour. His natne was inscribed 
on the special tablet of the Legion willi the 
following note ; " He is a most valuable general 
ollieer. Simre the beginning of the war he 
has not ceased, as eoininander successively of a 
briguide, of a division, of an army corps, and 
of an army , to give proof of the most remarkable 
tnililary ((ualities. By his calmness and firm- 
n<'ss and the skilfulne.ss of his dispositions, he 
has been able to luljust a most deli(*at.e sj(,na¬ 
tion. and to inspire all with ((ontah-nce. Thus 


has he rendcretl most irnjtortant services to his 
country.” 

Indeed, in the Frtmch Army itself there was 
eon.sid(!rabl<( difference of opinion us to whether 
or not the tiermans had sped thc'ir bolt, as to 
whetlatr the lull which marked the closing week 
of April did not also mark tlu' end of the most 
ambitious and most costly failure of Herman 
arms in the ciunpaign up till then. A S('mi- 
ollieial rev iew of events before N'erdun. issued 
ill I’aris on April 27. said indeeil ; “'I’hcre is 
every reason to believe that I la' (ierman 
o))i'ra1ion, which, for want of a belter term, 
will be known lus the battle of A'erdun. is in 
a military sense ended. The check to the 
enemy's aims can now be regardisl as final.” 

There was considerable discussion, indeed, 
as to where the next manifestation of Herman 
activity would he sei-u. There were some who 
maintained that Itussia, and |)arlicularly the 
I’iga .sector of the front, was the next objective. 
Kvents upon the British front foreshadowed a 
rcsum|»lion of activity there. The tiermans had 
shown a markeil activity in the \ pres region 
On the 21sl and 22ud they carried lait no less 
than four fairly seriiais attacks, each one of 
which was more than the usual trench raiding 
which constitutes the normal warfare of a lull. 
On -April 2t> and 27 a series of heavy attiwks 
was made. There was also a further support 
to be found for the theory that I treat Britain 
was alaait to become the ” (diief eni'iny ' in her 
turn, in the great Zeppidin raid over tlreat 
Britain at this period, the naval raid upon the 
Knghsh Fast ('oast, and in the outbreak of 
armeil revolt in Ireland. 

The fighting along the British front looked 
uneomniiaily like the beginning ol a big drive, 
riie Hermans had kept masseil against Iho 
British lines an aggregate of eight hundriMl 
thousand men, including army troops, heavy 
g ins, and cavalry. In addition the field dephts, 
from which lo.sses ciwild be made good, were full 
up. The attack on the British front, was 
ileliverisl on Wednesday night, April 20, and 
was I'oiitiiiiieil until the 2!tth. The assault wii-s 
laiiiiehcil upon .several points belwi'en Y[)res 
and .Souidic/. at Frelingheii. Mill tiO, St. Floi, 
the Hohen/.ollern sector, and the neighboiirhootl 
of L( )OK. 'I h ■ iiio.st serious effort was between 
Hulluch and Jaios, where the Hermans made 
two gas Httax'ks. Th(> enemy troops gaineii a 
fooling in the British front, on support lines 
near Loos w hich had been heavily bombarded, 
but they were driven out again by f'ounter. 
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GERMANS SURRENI)ER1N<; ON THE VERDUN BATTI.EFIEI.D. 

Germans who survived a French Infantry assault near Dnuaumont hurryin)J over I he French lines to 

surrender. 


nltack by Irish tr<K>|)S. It is jirobnblc Hint this 
H^hivity was partly iirulcrtakcn in connexion 
with events in InOand. It was also, no doubt, 
intended to eneournf;o the Kreneb in the belief 
that the N'erdiin battle had eoino to an taid. 
In this lattiT object the utUwk failed. And 
when the storm apiin burst the Kreneb were 
found fully prepared for it, the dispositions 


of their troojis haviniz und'Tj;oue no numerical 
eli(!np:es. 

Before proeoedinjj to deserilie the next phaie 
of the .struggle it will be well to snniinarise tbe 
results and teaching of the first two months of 
the battle. From October to January (lermany 
wn.s preparing a first-I'las.s inoveineni. of some 
kind upon the Frem-b front. ]\t. Bidou thinks 
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OFRMAN PRISONERS BEINO MARCHED TO THE REAR; 


(liat |)eissil>ly shr wishi'il ti.i (jikf tin- oul (if 

Hi<! nulls (if imy Allic(l offensive, possibly tliat 
slu! hud need of II proinpf and deeisixs' net ion. 
In any ease, even if slie liud not nieunt in the 
first jilac" that, the hatlle should assunie a 
ehariU'ter of capital importanee, it did so 
ufternurds without her xvisli. Her prejiaratioiis, 
howi'ver. kIx’o colour to the siijiposition that all 
aloim stie meant her ott'ensivo to he on a, lart'c 
.seide, 

'rh(i ('iieniy liad alway.s kofit alarge jinrt of his 
fivailahle lorees on the Frcneli front. (>ven when 
enttayeil in l.irtier operations elsexv here. Ifetween 
October an<l Fchriiary ho reinforooil these 
troops, and re-disposed them. At the 0 )>enin(' 
of the battle of Verdun six divisions vvore in 
action : hut as the offen.sive hrolce on the rock 
of French resistanc(>, time after fmio, as the 
object t.liey had in view became ever more 
diftieult of attainment, and, at the .same tinuj, 
of more and more importance if they were not 
to he openly and irremediably eonvietod of 
failure in the ey'os of the Allies, of neutrals, 
and, worst of tdl, in the eyes of public opinion 
at home in tJeriunny, a del.ormination amoiuit- 
init almost to fury hei'uine the charaeteristic 
of the tlerman onslaught, and the original six 


divisions had mounted to thirty before the 
first two inontlis of the eolos.sid struggle had 
finished. 

In return for bis exix'nditure the I'uemy had 
by then gamed liardly enoug'h to .save his face 
in his daily coniDniiiHjiii.i. (fu the right bank of 
the .Meu.se they had succeeded, as has been said, 
in reaching the main French lines of defence on 
the French right. 'They laid even hit ten into t.h(> 
hue at Douaiimont, but ttw mouthful had cost 
them niore. much more, than it was worth. 
On the French h'fl, on this side of tho rivor, 
they W('ro Ijeld, ami bad been for tv long linai, 
on a semi-circular front arnund the ravine of 
Itrus. 

On the left, bank th(\v hud been able to rush 
tho first line, and held the positions right along 
tho Forges Brook which Ihe P'rencli had foutal 
unfenable. Behind the.so ro.se tho torriblo 
heights of tho Mort Homme and Hill fl(t4. On 
the .Mort Honuno th(!y had boon able to gain a 
.footing for a few minutes at a time, and no 
more ; they were .so convinced of its importani-o 
that they had adojttod th(‘ir fuvouriti' tuctit's of 
announcing its cuiiture before they had even 
entered ufion its attack ; and tho convenient 
confiisiiai they creafed bcl.w'ecn Hill 2<i.''i and 
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its noiffliboiir, the Morf, Hoiniiu;, hud not 
Kufficod tt> provont their elaiin to tho latter from 
being a joke to the Allies and no comfort to the 
Gorman public. On Mill ."Ot they had been able 
to delivf'r no direct nttiwk. Their onsluughls 
on Avooourt. wliieh ri'prestaited the best 
approax'h (o this liill, had cost them dear, and 
such success fis they had bts-ii able (o aehiia’o 
had bt'cn wrcs(.ed frf>m lh(>m, in tin' shape 
of Avocourt Kc'diaibt. The few shajHilcss 
stones remaining of Avocourt itself, once a 
little village, snug between wood and wold, 
w('r<! ilrencla'd in German blood and French 
glory. 

So much for the gain nmd<‘ in ground since 
till' opening o( the battle. It was little emaigb, 
but. viewed from tlu' aspect of time, it dwiialled 
to less. The airva.nei's made on the right. bnnU 
had dated from Febriairy 21 to 211. Since then, 
they had inanage.d to take, after disjirojior- 
tiouate effort, ujid laitlay, the village of Diaaiu- 
mont on March 4, and, hair days later, lialf 
the \ illage or Gernian shniuhles of \'aii.\. With 
theso tw(> e\eeiitions, they had not moved 
ftu'ward an iueli .since Mari’h 20, and their 
oeiaijiation of the seven kik)metro.s they had 
originally gaineil had not been prolitable, siiae 
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to hold it. at. all they had had to fight with as 
much fury as if engaged on an advance. 

On tho left bank they had made their 
advances on two separato oi'casions. 'J'hey had 
succeeded in pushing buck the French front 
lino between March 0 and 10, and a. le.v days 
later this success had onableil them to take 
Hill 200, wliich they thought, fit to announce a.s 
the Mort Homme ; and betwci'ii IMareh .‘111 and 
April 8 they had made such progress on tho 
h’ronch loft front that, they had gathorod 
confidence for the general attack of April 9, 
which was anvlhing but ])rofitable to thorn. 

Thus, on the right bank, they had been idle 
in advaia'o. but not in e.asuall.ios. for six weeks. 
On the left, wliere they atfiwked tlie iinlenahio 
first line a fortniglit later, they' laid jaished 
through to tho second line by Ajiril 8. I.?ut tbe 
German forec' on the right hank from .Mareli 8, 
nisi on tlie left from .\])ril 8, had been com¬ 
pletely unable to gain a foot more ground. 
‘I’bey were like an angry sia, aeeiislomed to 
wieak its will upon a sandy .sliore. wbieli linds 
itself suddenly broken and burled back from a 
solid dyke. In addition to this eliei-k, tbe 
Germans were being assailed )>y Krencdi 
eoiinler offeti.sives. and tlie Freneli ]iositioiis 



DOLIAUMONT. 

A photograph of the “glacis” of the fort, taken whilst in the occupation of the French troops 

and after one of the German attacks. 
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had boon otilargod from tho north of Vanx Lak(' 
to the south of Douaiimont, an(i also in tho 
Haudroniout Wootl, and at tho Mort floinmo. 

Tho GormanH had wished to ovoroomo tho 
French rosistanoo on this front by a violent 
onslaught; they luul failed. The French had 
wished to resist; they had sueoeeded, and tht'V 
hml gone further—they had reached the point 
when th(;y w('ro able to make onslaughts of 
their own. To ftrovent this Frenoh suece.ss, the 
G(!nnans had vainly spent themselves, weaken¬ 
ing their lino otsewhere, hurling men to death 
by the tlionsand, almost destroying the whole of 


their class ’10. They know themselves to be, says 
M. Hidoti, the weaker in a war of resistance ami 
ondiu’anee, and had staked heavily, ahnost to 
their fullest means, on a decisive throw. 
And after two montlis they found themselves 
in a worse position than at the beginning, 
crippled with loa.ses at which tho imagination 
ri'cls. They had lost on tlu’ir throw, and on 
many minor stolces tho French were con¬ 
tinuously winning. If Verdun w ere to be ycit a 
(lerman suectws, a completely new' jiroblem must 
be faced, a completely new scale of l(»sses 
aei^epted. 



FRENCH SOI.DIFRS 

Leaving their rent-camp to return to the firing line. 
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CHAPTER CXXVI 


THE ADOPTION OF COMPULSORY 
MILITARY SERVICE. 


Thk End ok thk Derkv Cami’aion Evrtiieh Govkrnmknt Dedavs —Mu. Asm’iTii’s l’ufiDOK.s 
—The First Military Servh e Hill Its 1’uovihions Dekcriiieo—The Okkosition to the 
Hill Eahoitr Tarty (Crisis and its Soldtion 'I’he E.vi’li'sion of Ireland—'I'iie “ Simonites ’’ 
— The Hill I’assed -11 istoric J’hoi’i.asiation How the Soheme Hroke Down 'I’he 'I'rihdnals 

AND THEIR AVoRK--( 1RIEVANCES OF THE MaRRIED MeN CaIIINET CRISIS A SEI’RET SESSION OF 
Tarliament- Orders in Coi ncil and Official Secrets “Contini:ent Cdmim'Lsion ”— 
Government Hill Introdcced and Withdrawn ■Comi’i.i.sion at J.ast The Seco.nd Military 
Service Hill Its I’rovisions Dksciuhed- The Hill hkcojMes Law- The Kino to His Hkokle 
—The Tun mj'ii of I’atriotism over I’outics. 


W H Iwuc si>(>M VI .('ImpIrT GUI ) 
tliat L<»r(l Derby's liiKil n'|iorl im 
llie result of his iverDitiiRt selieme 
\Uts Jji'escnteil III tile CuUTlIMieDl 

on Deis'inher 21, l(iir), mwl llmf the di'ei.'.ion to 
a(lo|it the priiieiple of eoinpiilsioii was reached, 
alter ('I’avc diCl'i'i’eiiees ot' opinion, a few days 
after Chrisiinas. Nu ota* familiar with .Mr. 
.'\s(iiiith’s methods can ha\(' seriously expected 
that an iiimiediatt' declaration of policy would 
litivo Ix'eri fortlicorniiifr. 

The mTiiitinn canipai>>n had eotne to an end 
on Dfs'oinlKT 12. Tho intake of reeriiils under 
till' }?ronp system for four davs of the final rusli 
hiwl iiidei'd been 1,070,478 - a remarluihlc 
jiroiiortiim of the total of 2,82!l,2t).‘{ men 
attested, enlisted, and reji'cted up to tlii' 
closing of the campaign. Hut everything hiul 
been done to make it easy for men lo enlist. Tho 
medical exaTninution, if any, had in many eases 
iHNin very trivial. 'I’ho eyi'sight test had been 
Huajx'ndcd. It was certain that after llie second 
and more serious medical examination which 
attasted men would undergo on their Ixing called 
u[) to join thiiir depots, tho total of useful recruits 
would show a very considerable rctliieiion uixin 
Vol. VIIL—Part »5. 117 


the ligures of attistiition. Meanwhile, the mily 
(|ueNtiou of imiUHliate interest was the extent 
to which the single men had come forward 
Figures piir|iorting lo be aiillienlie were fri-ely 
I'aiidieil iilioiil in private disciissiuii and in the 
I'ress, but nil two stafisiieiims were fmind lo 
agree. The delay which inbTNcncd licfoi-c the 
piiblicaliiin of the report on .lamiary 4. HHii. 
and the iulroiliiction of Ihi' Military Service Hill 
oil .humiiry .1. gave abundant opportunity for 
the iineterate opponents of euiiipiilsion to 
prejudge the issue. The Labour Heeruiliiig 
(’ommillee met at the Ifoiise of ('oitimons 
and i.ssued a report on Di'cemher 14, in which, 
while deprecating any hasty judgment of 
the eampaign as liable lo cause "only injury 
to national unity.’’ tliey somewlial incon¬ 
sistently commiticd themselves to the belief 
that "a change in flic methods of recruiting 
wouki not he justified,'’ Lord Di'rby lost 
no timi' in rebuking tlie.se speculations, on the 
ground fluvt the value of tho figures, without 
diMlnetion for slarnd men, mifit men, and men 
indispensable to trade, “must be purely guess- 
w'ork.” Nevertheless, on the following day a 
band of 40 Ubcral and LalMiiir membore waited 
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privately upon the Prime Minister to beg him, 
before introducing compulsion, to give another 
chance to the single men who hod not attested. 
The deputation lu-ged that the Derby scheme 
had yielded recruits in such numbers that com¬ 
pulsion was unthinkable. Supposing, however, 
that it were regnnled as possible, it would be 
scandalous to brand the urienlisted single men 
as “ slackers.” Some of them had mothers and 
other relatives to support; others had two or 
throe brothers already serving; others, again, 
had conscientious objections to joining the 
array. Mr. Asquith promised to take all that had 
been said into “ serious consideration.” 

Meanwhile the Derby sclieme received an addi- 


tionsd touch of reality by the calling up, on 
December 20, of the single attested men belonging 
to the second, third, fourth, and fifth groups, 
who were to present themselves for service from 
January 20. The first group, consisting of men 
between eighteen and nineteen yeai-s of age, was 
left until they should have grown older, and 
was actually called up, as will be seen, on 
February 25. 

In his speech on December 21, in which he 
asked Parliament to sanction the addition to 
tho Army of yet another 1,000,000 men— 
making tho fourth million since August 5, 10It 
—Mr. Asquith renewed tho pledge to tho 
married men which ho hod given oil November 2. 


The net result of this pledge, repealed several 
times in various forms, was to assiue the 
attested married men that, unless all but a 
negligible quantity of available unmarried 
men attested, compulsion would be applied to 
thehi. But Mr. Asquith still hoped that those 
who had hung back would come forward. His 
views wore shared by the minority of the 
Cabinet, who were in favom: of yet another 
attcmjit to kooji the voluntary sy.slem on its 
legs before abandoning tho position to their 



THE GALLING UP OF GROUPS 33 TO 41. 

Married men from twenty-ieven to thirty-five weitiofi to be examined at the Reoniitinf Booth at the 
Horae Guards Parade, London, Mey 29, 1916. Smaller pictures Wivet of reormtt waitinfi in Whitehall. 
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MARUIRD RECRUITS AFTER BEING EXAMINED. 


Tiio (ioMpcralo whiHi tb<‘ 

voluntary s\slvni }uu! now roach<'(l nuiy }><• 
judged frotn fact that its Ktipportcjra were 
<lriv<'n to proptwe tlmt tbc single unatteste<l 
men should be compelled to show cause before 
the local tribunals why they shouUI not att-<'st ! 

Meanwhile, tliere wen* not hu'king those who 
y>ointed out that th <4 mere adding up of the 
figures w’ould by no ineariH have std.t.kMl the 
matter. The Gernuin Press, which was natu¬ 
rally waUdiing the situation witli intense 
interest, took plcMisure in emphasizing th«» 
diflRculfies. I'hus, the CoUnpie (Utzelif re¬ 
marked : 

Ttioro are wtill qtiito a number of complioatetl qu4‘«t> 
tiouH. In tho lirsl place, the real army which is to bo 
(rained haH to bo oxtraetod from thiH oiiormouH mafia of 
(i^furos by a 4*f oalciilationfi. 'to Is'nin with, if 

lias to ho decided wlu'fher really enmiKli unmarried 
irwn-- they are tho kernel of thiH whoh^ roentifin^ 
HVKfem—have voluntonrod. Then the fit men will 
Imve to bo picked out among them, as tho modienl 
(examination which has olready taken place was <|uito 
superficial. Then C(»n\efi the question of tho men who 
are indispotiHahlo. . . . TImmi t ho liwt k will bo (:ho(*licd 
to «Q 0 wh(‘ther all tho unmarried men whoso names 
are on the National Hegister have rt>a!Iy volunteered, 
and an appeal adll be made tcT ihoHO whoso names are 
miMHing. Only after all t)u«se quostionfi have h<M>n diK* 
(Kiaed of will tho call to tho morriod men bo isHued. 

Ah tho (lays wont by, and tho conviction that 
compulsion had been justified by th(i Derby 
report beoatuo stronger, a different note was 


.struck. In an olocpient passage (jri Deccnibor 
111 I lie Voloi/ne Qarettc (ioclarod : 

*rh(* introduction of compiilfiioii i.s the formal adinis- 
Sion of (hM'maiiy*8 military huccchhck and of England’s 
defoatfl. The old England has already lost th(» war. 
If an English Minister were ever in a position to speak 
the truth, Ampiilh aiid his colloagiioH would have to 
say this. Tho hwd attempt to avoid military service — 
Lord Derby’s recruiting svherno—has proves! an enormous 
faihm*. Jl is not without r»*asoti that tho figures have 
again and again been held back, and have still not been 
^iiiblishcd. Jf only half a million of able-bodied 
married men had onli.stod, the figures, duly dm^ked t 
would have b(*en publisbed with pride, and there would 
have boon endless talk about the troiiieiidou.s Huecess c 
voluntary patriotism. Hut tho men simply did not 
(silist. 

When tbo report, was juililislK'd*, the facts 
were seen to be tliat. while out of a total of 
2,179,2;U single men of iiiilit.ary ago, l.l.'iD.OOP 
hiul been accounted for, there still reoiaiiKsI 
IIOJ.UH) unsturred single men who liad not 
answered th(? call. “This,” as l.ord Derby 
observed, “ is far from being a negligible 
(piantily.” “ Under the eircumstanex's,” he 
added. “ I am very dist inctly of opinion 
that, in order to n'dot'iii the pledge men- 
tioru'd above, it will not be possible to bold 
married men to thoh- attestation sinless and 
until the services of single men have been 
obtained by other means, the pr(»sent system 
having failed to bring them to the eoloiirs.” 

• Tho text of tho report wo-s given in Vol. VI. t'liap. ciii. 
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THE LAST WEEK OF LORD DERBT'S SCHEME, 







THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAIL 


Hr >irc('<l fiirllior t.lmt steps should bo token to 
I'opliK'o ns for as possible tlio single men now 
“slurred” or engaged in reservt'd occupations 
by old('r ond mnrriod nion, oven if those men 
had to n certuin extent to bo drawn from the 
ranks of those alnaidy serving. Finally. I.ord 
Derby protested Hgain.st any further extension 
of the list of reserved fweupations. It was 
indeed Iiigh tina- that, tho prix’Css whereby one 
]\liuister, by the frequent announcement of 
new oceufiations. inembershii) of which inij)lied 
exemption from military scu vice, interbired with 
the cITorts of another Minister, whoso duty it 
was to provid(' .soldiers for tho army, should 
be tojijjed. Kor even while the Derby report 
was under the consideration of the (lo\-ernment, 
a I'resh list of lesi'rved occupations, su|)ple- 
nii'tdary to that published on November 21), 
was issued, and it was amioiuiced that yet a 
flirtliiT list was in prc-piiral ion. 

Simultaneously it was decided that mt'n who 
had been rejected on medical gnaiuds should, 
except in special cireumstanees, be required 
to unilergo anolber examination. Those certi- 
tieil as medically untit on account of organic 
disi a.,e would be registered, and those rejected 
on account of eyesight or slight physical detects 
would be attested and passed to the Arin.y 
Ke.serve. to be utilized as nxpiired. 

The haste with which medical examinations 
bad bail to be eondueted, while involving, as in 
the above cases a further scrutiny, hail at tlie 
s.une time, resulted in the admission into the 
army of large numbers of men who in no circum¬ 
stances whatever were likely to become ellieient 
soldiers. 'The thlliciilly of getting enough men 
into th<i army under the voluntary' .system was 
only eiiualled by the dilheulty of getting fliem 
out of it- again. ('n,ses w'ere not rare in wliich 
an unfit man. often enlisting at an age having 
little relation to the truth, hud .spent half a 
yeai' or more in going to and (uiuTging from 
hospital before it had become posslbk' to 
olitam liis dismissal by a Medicid Board. 
'Then, when dismissed - with a grattiity— 
h<> would ns often as not re-enlist, and tho 
whole weary round would be gone through 
once more, t.hc man, (mlirely useless as a 
soldier, being all tlie wliile naturally' kept at. 
the public expe.nse. It was even suggested 
in the House of Commons on March 16 that 
somct.hing like 200,000 ini'n imtit for any 
military purpose had been taken into tho 
Army during- tlio past year. Under com- 
jiulsion, -with the entire manhotKl of the nation 
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to pick and choose from, only the jilivsi- 
cally lit need be selected. But with voluntary 
enlistment, with zealous rcmiitiiig ofliccrs and 
with civilian doctors eagi'r to lill the ranks to 
liic tunc of 2s. Cd. a head for every man jiiwscd. 
this wasteful and unsatisfactory state of things 
was alnio.st inevitable. 

But in the midst of all these eonflieting 
tendcneics, and in sjuto of tho Cabinet dilli- 
cnlties due to tho resistance to conipnl.sion, on^ 
various grounds, uf Mr. Mclxiuina, Chancellor 
of the Kxchequer, and Mr. Biiiwiman, President 
of the Board of 'Traile—diflit'ulties -whieh k'd 
tho Connan Press to indulge in triumphant 
prophecies of British national elisintegration— 
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MEN WHO WORE TWO ARMLETS. 

All men of the Volunteer Carps who attested 
under l.ord Derby’s scheme were ordered to wear 
their G.R. (General Reserve) armlet in addition to 
the one served out on attestation. 

tho cold facts of military noccssily' were 
forcing the Clovormucnt to the only logical 
concln,sion. As for the couniry ns a wliule, it 
Iiad long since made up its mind, ^\'hile to the 
Cologne Gazelle, and jirobnbly to other foreign 
observers, it nppearcU that. 

Tho ilivisioit m the <lovi'rnmeiit is only the refloofion 
of tho division Iiirunt’hoiit the country. All Knglund i.s 
to-dfty ill n state of ophoaval, 

the fact w'as that at this moment the country 
was quite exceptionally unmoved. If wtis not 
until tho Military Service Bill was introduceil 
that “ tho country ” can be said to have 
shown any emotion whatever, imd then the 
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THE CALL TO ARMS. 

Recruits taking the oath of allegiance before a magistrate at a recruiting oflice in London. 


i-aiwo was not the jwincifde of eomjmlMion, but 
^tlie half-hcortodnesa with which it was proposed 
to 1)0 apj)liod. 

In one sense, indeed, Iho division in the 
Government did reflect a division in the 
country. On the one hand stood the men who 
quite .sincerely contemplated the war as an 
excresticuce on the national life, to bo waged 
w'ithout impairing normal conditions more 
than seemed agreeable. On the other stcwxl 
those who realized that war involved the very 
national life itself. For people who have over 
b«M)n aceustoinerl to think m terms of peace 
and osfiecially of the peace in which “ money ” 
seems infinitely desirable, and “ militarism ” 
infinitely detestable, it was hard to learn the 
bitter lesson of the war, that money without 
the means of j)rote<!ting it is a vain tiling. 
The politician, oven though in his heart a 
patriot, is slow to forget his shibboleths, an<l 
the “ little men with little minds ” who still 
clamoured for a fixed limit to the expan¬ 
sion of the army merely represented the echo 
of bygone political controversies, and not 
the sense of any serious body of public 
opinion. 


On January r> the Prime Minister at last 
iutrodseed “ A Bill to make provision wit h 
respect to militarj' service in connexion with 
the present war.” When it hud become 
eviilent that the Di'rby recruiting scheme 
would not meet the necessities of the situation, 
the (lovernment had contemplate.l for a 
moment the immediate introduction of a 
sweeping measure, really embodying all-round 
National Service. Such a meaaire hiul, in¬ 
deed, been drafted. But, os usual, political 
considerations and considerations of supposed 
*' expediency ” defeated any such wisdom, ainl 
the QOvommont followed the principle of doin^ 
the minimum that their circumstances required. 

The Military Service Bill was, in fact, notliing 
but a measure to compel unmarried men to do 
what they had failed to do at Lord Derby’s 
invitation. Mr. Asquith positively insisted that 
the Bill was “ confined to a sjjecific purpose • 
the “ roilemption ” of his pledges, given in 
November, 11115, to tho married m«'n who 
attested under Lord Derby's sclieme. He 
argued that the Government had only two 
courses open. Either it must release tho 
married men who had attested upon tho con- 
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<lition that all but a negligible number <>t 
unmarried men attested too, or it must hold 
the married men to their obligation, and eompel 
tho unmarried to fulfil the necessary condition 
of that obligation. Tho course now arlopted by 
t ho Government was “ to provide that if after 
duo opportunity of inquiry it is found tliat 
there are single men of military ago who have 
no ground whatever for exemption or expose, 
they should be deemed to have done what every 
one agrees it is their duty to the Si,ate in times 
like these to do, and be irenterl as iIioukIi th<‘_\- 
had Mtlesled for enlistment.” 

In a word, tho liill proposed compulsory 
service—with various exceptions or exemp¬ 
tions—for all mule British subjects who wi're 
between the ages of 18 and tl on August 15, 
]!I16 (tho date of tho National Register), and 
who at that date w'ore unmarried or widowers 
without ohihlren <(ependent upon them 

Throughout the firoeoodings in Parliament 
till' Government sloutly resisted all efforts to 
extend the scojie t)f tho Bill, .although they 
pould have had an immense majority for any 
iuifuovement.s of an always feeble me(i.sure. 
On the other hand, they allowoil it.s provisions 
to bo watererl down in not unimjwrtani 
nspects—tho only consolation ))eing that, 
grie\ous though tho waste of time was bound 
to bo, they wore tlms making tho ultimate 
late of their scheme, and tho need for ri'nl 
National Ser\ i<-e. inevitable. 


Tho Bill was read a first time in tho Houso of 
(’ommons on January 6, by a majority of 298 
(403 against 105). The second reading was 
carriod on January 12 by a majority of .392 
(431 against 39). Tho Bill passed through 
Gommitteo on January 21, and was road a 
third time on January 24 by a majority of 347 
(383 against 36). It passed tho Houso of Lords 
on January 26, received tho Royal Assent on 
.lanuary 27, and came into o[)eration on 
Febrtiarj' 10. 

It will bo most convenient to state at once 
tho main provisions of tho Military Service 
Act as it thus omorgod from Parliament. 

Clause I. provided : 

Every male J^itiuh eubjoct who— 

(fi) 4)11 the fifteenth day of Auguat nineteen hundred 
anil hltoon, was ordinarily rtisidout in Groat liritain, 
ami htul attainud tho ajjo of oiglitoon years and Imd 
not attained the of forly-ono; and 

(h) on tho second day of NDVfniihfi* ninoioen liun- 
dreil and fifteen was unmarried or wuh a wiiliiwor 
wit hout, any ohiid dependent on liiin ; 
shall. iinU'Hs ho tjither is witfiin tho oxc4?ption9 set out in 
tho yiiTst Sclicfiiilo to this A(d. or has attained th(* ago 
of forty-one yt^ar.s hoforo tlio appointed dato^ be deemed 
as from tiu' u]ipojiiti'4l dati' Juivl* been duly onlintinl 
:n I (is Majestj’s rej'iilar for<*es foi genera] service with 
(hti colours 4>r in the reserve hir ((«> pt^jiixj 4)f the war, 
and to have been forthwith transferred to tJio rcsorvo. 

Censequently men t hus “ deemed to Imvo 
he(vu enlisted ” would cdnie under the pro- 
v isioics of tho Army Act and certain other 
legislation. But it was |>rovided that ohargos 
arising out of “ membership uf the r<;sorve ” 
utuler the Act, should conn; bfdoro civil, not 



AT A TRIBUNAL IN LONDON. 

Hearing an applicant for postponement to a later 4roup under Lord Derby’s soheme. 
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military, coiiHh ; that alleged offences should 
lapse six months after the end of the war ; and 
that failure to t»bey a call to permanent service 
slionUl not be jninislmblt* by death. 

(?ln.iise 11. provided that application for a 
certificate exemption could !«» inadt' ns 
htllows “ by or in resj>(*et of any man " : 

(<0 on tlx' ^rouiul that it i« expedient hi tho national 
intercuts that lie shonkl, instead <*f boinji tMiiployiMi 
ill military Horvic r, ho cinr:ap%*d in other woik in which 
ho is hahitiially cn.;aiioil or in whirh ho wishes to 
lie cn^'a/od or, if he is hcin« ediu'atcil or traimsl for 
any work, that he should <*t)ntiniic to ho so educated 
or trained ; < r 

(^) on tho pToinnl that serious hardship wouhl 
♦aisne, if thi' man were called up for Army tr^ervii'i*, 
owinci to hb oxeeptionn! fiiuuiriul or business ohli;ia* 
tions or domestic position ; or 

(r) on the ground of ill-health er intirmity : or 
((/) on tlie t^rouml of a ooieeientions ohjistion to 
the iindcrtaUini’ of comhataiit service. 



THE PROCLAMATION 


CelllniS up the iirit eight groupit of married men 
to the Colours. 


S(>coiKlly, it. wns provided tliat— 

Cortifii'Hli’s of oxf-mjiliim from llii> provifions of tliix 
Art limy niso hr Kmiiloil hy luiy • ioveriimi'nt Itopiirl- 
mrnf, ufirr i‘oiisiit(Htion wilti tlir Army t'ouncil, to 
men, or classes ttr hotlir.-t of men, in tlic service or cm-' 
ployment of that. Department, or, in c*ases where it 
appears to the department, that certificates can bo 
more conveniently Kuvnted by the department than by 
fiio boeid I'rihnnal. to men or classes or botlies of men 
who are cmploycfl or emrattcd or (piulified for employ* 
inont or eTi^a{j[ement in any w’ork which is certified by 
the l.)t*part.inent to b<‘ work of national importance and 
wliose exemption coines within the .sphere of tin; Depart- 
iicnt. 

'Thirdly, Cdaunc II. dealt with tho duration of 
eortifioates of oxoinpUon, tho iroaltuout of 
“ oonHcioiilioiis objootion ’* to military .norvicc, 
and tho p^o^’ontion of “ industrial ooinpiilsion *’ 
- mai.tors whitih, as wo phall hoo, cau.sod grave 
inoonvenieuco and bitter controvorsy : 


Any certificate of exemption may be absolnte, eon* 
ditional, or temporary, as tho authority hy whom it 
w'as ^rantod think liost Ridled to tho ease, himI aisfi, in 
the <‘aKe of an appUeution on conscientious grounds, 
may take the form of lui exemption from comlmlant 
service only, or may be conditional on tlie applicant 
l>cin {4 engaged in some w’ork which in flic opinion of 
the Tribunal dealing with.the (‘use i.s of national im* 
portanee : 

Provided that a cerlificalo pranteil on the gri’amil <»f 
the continuance of edneution or training, or oii flm 
ground of exceptional (inancial or Ini. iiioss obli.:ittioiis 
or <lomeHlic position, shall bo a conditional or temtHuary 
certificate only. 

No certificate of exemption shall be ron iitional 
upon a person tt) whom it is granted eontinuing in or 
oiiti'i'ing into employment umler any speeifieil cmiilovcr 
or in any speeilied place or cstabiishmoiit. 

Cliiusc III. cdiifnini'd “ siipploiiioiitHl pm- 
visidii.' n,s to ocrtilifaton of I’xoinption.’’ Tlioy 
woiv the caiiso of iiiliiiilo delay in tin* workini; 
of till' s(’l)cin(> of compulsion, and one of llic 
chief reasons for the ultimate failure of the Act. 
The miiin provisions ran : 

D shall he the (Inty o*' any man lioltling a conditional 
certificate, if the con<)iiions on which the ct‘rtilicjito 
\va« granted arc no longer satisfied, to give notice to 
tho authorily juentioiaHl in tho eerlificato that tho 
conditions are no kmger satisfied ; and if he fail', with- 
oiif roa'^oiiahle cause or excuse to do so, he >!nill Im* 
liable on summary cunviclion to a fine not. cNcccding 
fifty pounds. 

Where a certificate of exemption eea<es to be io for. c 
owing to the withdrawal <»t the <‘ertifi<'ate t>r the tailure 
l(» C'omply with the conditions on which the <‘cr(ili<ale 
was granUal or tla^ expiration of the time for wbe h tht* 
eerlificato wa.s granted, the man to whom tlie certilicii'e 
was granted shall, ns from tlx* expiration of (wo m4»nih* 
after the date on which the eertilifale -o ccusc.s to !»«• in 
force, bo deemed to have been enlistcil and tran-fenc'd 
to (he reserve in flic satin* mania'r as if iif> such :’»'rtiti^ atc- 
luul been grunted imlexs in tho meniitiine the man lui-< 
obtained a renewal of his eertifieate. 

Finally, it was laid <lo\vn fhtil:, when mi 
application for a eertifiente of exemption had 
been miule, a man could not he called lo the 
colours "until the apjdieatinn had been liiuillx' 
disposed of.” 

A First Schixlido defiiKsl tho ” oxeepliims ” 
of men otherwise liable to military .sersiee. 
They released men “ onlinmily resideni in His 
Majesty’s Dominions abroad ” or residenf in 
flreftt Britain for the purpose only of their 
fsluention or for some of,her sp<Hdal purpose ” ; 
inembtTs of l,he Forces ; “ men in holy orders 
f>r regular ministers of any religions administra¬ 
tion ” ; discharged or “ time-expired ” nx'ii : 
and men who “ have offered themselves for 
.'nlistment and been rejected ” since August 14, 
1015. • , 

A Swond 8oho<liile provided the maediinery 
for eonsideration of claims to exemption. It 
establLsheel (a) Local Tribunals, consisting of 
not less than five and not more than 25 persons. 
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'ClTV OF LONDON NA'JJONAL GUARD DRU.UNC; AT TUF, GUILDHALL. 

The Volunteert approximated a “Home Defence Territorial Force," trained under a syatem by which 
leave was i(iven for those aervin|[ to look after their own urgent private affairs. 


ill every local rt'gislrutiou (li«t,rift ; (h) A|)|)cnl 'JVibiiiiaiN conlil grant leave to a|>peal to the 
Tribunals, in areas to be flelineil bytlie Crown ; Central Tribnn il. 
and (r) a fVntral Tribunal for Great IJritain. 

“Any person aggrit'ved by the dtieision of a In introducing the Mill. Mr. Asquith expressed 
Locnl 'I'ribunal ” should have tlic right of the hope that it would receive “ soiuething in 
appeal to an Apptail Tribunal. The Appeal the natun*, not of universal, but of general 
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TRAINING DERBY RECRUITS. 

Members of the City of London National (iuard leading a batch of recruits on a route march. 


oonsenl,” “ Will any ponorul sympathy,” Im 
asked, “ be felt for men, for the most part still 
young—all of thorn under 41—who, after full 
opportunity of presenting their case, are not 
detuned in law to have done what everyone 
recognizes to be their duty as a matter of moral 
and national obligation in a time of greatost 
stress in ^dl our liistory ? ” lie announced at 
the same time that the Derby group system 
would be reo{X)ned, so that the men could still' 
‘‘ come in of their own free will.” 

What were the real prospects of opposit ion ? 
What was the true importance of the antagon¬ 
ism to “ conscription ” about which t.he 
Ooveminont had itself shown such timidity ! 
It depended, first and foremost, upon the 
attitude of Labour; for the rest upon the 
amount of rebellion with which Mr. Asquith 
might be faced among his own followers. 
When he brought in the Bill Mr. Asquith knew 
that he had avoided the diingi'r of serious 
revolt among the Liberal Ministers in his 
('oalitioii Cabinet. Mr. Runcimon and Mr. 
McKenna, and others who preferred a greater 
obscurity, had been reconciled to tho ntnuls of 
the situation. Only the Homo Secretary, Sir 
John Simon, had resigned office, and ho at 
once attempted to create a sort of opposition. 


But tho pro.spects were not b‘ight. I’rom- 
inent party politicians and f >rmer Liberal 
Ministers like Mr. Hobhou.so and Mr. .T. M. 
Robertson,after loading a “no conscription” 
movement up to tho last moment, left their 
followers in I ho luriih and supported the second 
reading of tho Bill. In tho divisions in the 
•House the minority only once rose above 40 — 
on tho first reading, when the Nationalists 
voted against tho Bill. Ireland had been 
deliberately excluded from tho Bill—a matter 
upon which later events were to shod a peculiar 
light. But Mr. Redmond opposed tho first 
rea-dhig, saying that lie and his colleagues felt 
that to be their duty, “tak'ng the view that 
tlioy did about conscription,” and “ in the 
absence of proof that tliis little Bill, which 
contained tho principle of oonscription, was a 
military necc.ssity needed to end tho war.” 
But on the second reading Mr. Redmond said 
that the Nationalists, “ having made t heir 
protest,” would withdraw their opposition to 
“ this purely British Bill,” which had “ a British 
majority in its favour of clo.so upon ton to one.” 

Far more important than, the behaviour of 
cit her the Nationalists or tho “ Simonites,” as 
they soon came to bo called, was the attitude 
of Labour. Tho situation was a difficult one. 
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The event proved afresh the deteriuiiiation of 
every section of the population to allow no 
I'wlitical "principles" to stand in the way of the 
single IJritish piiipose—-the achioveiuent of 
victory. 

On .laniitvry (i, the day after the introduction 
of t.he. Hill, a Hahour congn'ss was held in 
London, luider the pn'sideney of Mr. II. 
Gosling, chairman of the I’arliiiiiK'ntnry Com- 
niittee of the'J'rade Union Congress. Its scojie 
was c-?ct.ond<‘d so as to inchidi! dclegattja of 
societies alliliatcd with the- La.l)onr I’arty and 
the (leneral Federation of Trade Unions. On 
the otluT liand, tlie .Vlinei’s' Federation refused 
to send ri’in’esentstives. The real ((iiestiori 
hefore Iht^ congress was whether tlio thri-e 
Labour Ministers-- Mr. Iletiderson, Mr. Brace 
and Mr. (1. 11. Hol)(‘rt.s—should he authorized 
to r<‘tain laJIiee. and whether the f/ahour 
members .should he left to vote on tln) Bill as 
they [>loased. The. follovvmg ambiguous motion 
was, ther(?forc, ollicially pro.sonl.e<l ; 

'I’tti.s (-fmf<-rciic/- roa.riii-nis the dfs-ision of tlio Brinlol 
't'nwif'M (.'oiigpcK-^ «li(-n 11 - imiwuino\i.sly protested in tht» 
nftmc of ot'or ttn-t--4' tnillieiis of ort;onizmt workers ngtiinst- 
eompiilRory military sci-viee ; it regrets tliat the unity 
anil -inlidurity of tlio nniion have hocn grately im 
porilleil and indnstnal and politieol libenv mennt-ed 


hy the tw-tion of the ooinpnlslonist.-*, against ahieh it- 
makes a most emphatic protest. 

The eonferenoe rejoices at the magnificent sni-ci-ss of 
the voluntary principle, whicli in so short a period has 
supplied this cinmtry with an army of fimr milliiiiis of 
free men ; but it is comfsilletl with regret to recognize 
that, in .spile of hord Pm-by’s scheino having prodni-eil 
nearly tliree million voinnieers, the net n-snlls an- 
gnvorneil hy the Prime Minister’s pleiigo to l-he married 
recruits, wliieh, in tlie opinion of the (loverument, has 
rendered tiecossary the Military Service Hill. 

’J'lio eonferonee regards I he re.snits ns not yet asi-i-r- 
tainisl w-ilh sidlii-ieut ai-i-nnw-y and certainly to wiirraiit 
■SO momentous a jiropo.sal heing passed hy I’urliiitnont. 
hilt w-ishes iievertholoss to loavo tlio l.ahonr meinhers 
to vote upon it as they individnally tliink lit. 

The n'ft'rcnee to the Bristol Tr.-uli s Congress 
wa.s lo till' annual gathering, held in Sejitemlier, 
J9I.5. A resolution had I hen been adopteti 
ujiholding t-Iie sy.s(.em of voluntary etdistinenl, 
and “emphaiicnily (irotesting against- the sinister 
eflVirt.s of asoelioiiof the reactionary ITess in 
formulating nmvspaper policie.s for party |)ur- 
poses, and attemplirig to foist on this country 
conscription, wliicth ttlways jiroves a burden t<i 
the workers, and will ilivide the country at a 
l-iino when ab.solute nnmiimity is esHontial." 
Then' was, how'ever, alamdant evidenee that 
this licsilating policy, based mainly ujion tliu 
fiction that the call for nat.ional service wa,s 

a nt-w.sjia-per cims|)iracy," could not- hold 



MARRIED MEN SIGNING-ON FOR MUNITION TRAINING. ■ 

Married men in the Derby liroupi, bedinnin^ at No. 36 , were given free instruction in munition makief, 
in order that they might be substituted for sinifle min then enflajed in this work. 
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opinion in the country. At the end of No- 
vein))er, wlieu the death .>f .Mr. Keir Hnrdie 
eitiHod a vacancy in tlie i-epresenlal ion of 
Mertliyr Boronjrhs, Mr. C. B. Stanton, with ii 
majority of 4,20(i voti-.'^, won a tremendous 
^iciorv over the ollicual Labour candidate. 
And -Mr. Stanton was victorious just hecnu.so 
lie promised, if i(. pro\'ed neei'.ssnry, to giv'o 
unet|iiivoeal support to any measure of eom- 
piilsion wJiieh Die (iovernment miuht demand. 

At the Isindon Conere.ss, however, matters 
proceeded as folk>w.s: after a ratlier heated 
ilebnii', in I lie course of which Mr. Henderson 
ili'clared tliat, if ho retiri’d from the tiabinet, 



OFFICER OF THE ARTISTS RIFLES. 

Civin^ instruolions to scouts. 

he would also retiro from I’orliament and 
appeal to his eonstitiients, llie eongri’s-s decided 
delinitely against the Bill. Its main decision 
consisted in the adoption by a majority of 
1.215,000 (1,0118,000 against TS.'l.OOOj of the 
following motion, introduced by thy National 
t'nion of Railwaymen : 

'i'KU conforonco millirinH flio iterision of t)io Bristol 
Tnul«.s Con(jri'ss when it vmanimously jirotoHlcd, in tlio 
iiiimn f>f over throe million orgimizoil workers, agniiist- 
I’oiiipulsory militiiry servioo. It rogrofs that the iiiiitv 
mill solidarity of the nation hus boon gravely imperilled, 
Mild industrial and polilieal liberty monaood, by the 
proposal to introdiieo such u systom, against which it 
makes o most omphalie protost, and docidos to use 
overy iiiiaiiis in its power to opfmso. 

The confereiieo rejoices at I ho inftgnilicont success of 
the appeal to the voluntary principle, which in so short 
a period has siipplieil this louoiry with an army of 
four million five men, and is emphatically ol ofilnion 


that no cose hits lieeii made out for any measure of 
limifod or temporary eomfuilsion, which we regonl os 
I lie lirst step of a general application of a vieioiiH principle. 
M e doclare that all tho men requirwl for military and 
iraiiiHtrial piirpose-s can ho obtained hy a eontiiiuaneo 
of I lie voluntary method. 

This confornine further eoii.sidors that the proposals 
of I ho Govorimieiil would be economically disastrous 
to tlie life of tho nation, and declares its opjiosition to 
the Hill, Olid reeomrnonda the l.ahoiir Tarty in Ihirlia* 
ineni to oppose the measure in all its singes. 

Tbt'reiipou the Labour I’arty in the House of 
( iimmona formally decided to o|ipose tho Bill, 
imti it was announced that Mr. Henderson, 
.Ml’. Braco and Mr. Roberts w'ould resign Ibeir 
iiHiecs inniiediatel^’. 'I'licy actually abstained 
fi’iim voting on tho lirst rcatlliig of the Bill,- 
which was taken that night (January 0). 
'I'lie Labour vote was otherwise divided, KJ 
members voting against the Bill, and eight 
\ ntini; for it. 

It soon appeared, however, that the tlecision 
of the London Congress, reached by the irincli- 
eotidemned system of “card voting,” was in 
hanlly any quarter taken to repre.sent the 
eertaiii voice of Labour. .Meetings in the 
eouiitry gave warm support to the Bill, and 
•Mr. Asquith entered into negotiations with his 
l.ahour colleagues. 'Their resignations were 
ke|)t in Bu.spense, and on laiiuary 12, on (ho 
I’ve of the second reiuling of fho Bill, they were 
w idiilrawn. Air. Henderson aetunlly wound 
up for the (Iovernment, in a siieech of great 
eloquence, the second nywliiig debate. The 
arratigemi'iit' was that the Labour memhiTs 
should for the time ho free to \olo as they 
chose—tlio whole .subject to he review ed at the 
amiual conference- of (ho Labour Ikvrty on 
.lanuary 2G, wlieii tlic Bill would have passed 
its third reiuling. Meanwhile Mr. Asquith Inul 
given fresh assurances—that tho Bill was not 
intended to do mon- than redeem the Covem* 
ment pledges, and t.hat fresh safeguards woulil 
he providi'd against “ industrial compulsion.” 

It may he said at onec tlint tho final dis¬ 
cussion at Bristol ended in smoko. There was 
again a “ card vote,” and again tho delegates 
(by a majority of nearly 1,000,000) registered 
their protest against the odojition of conscrip¬ 
tion in any fonn. By another huge majority 
they declared their opposition to the Military 
.Service Bill. But, having done that, they 
pfompt ly decided, hy (iltl.OOO voles lo (114,000 
votes, against an agitation for the repeal of the 
Bill in the event of its becoming law-. Through¬ 
out the agitation against the Bill overy el'fort 
hml been mode to whittle down Lord Derby's 
ostiniato; it was c\-on asscrtcil tlinl ctiin- 
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RENDH.RINC; SERVICE TO THE ^REGUI.AR. 

A member €>f the (^ity of i.omlon National Cuard piloting soldiers fresh from the trenches to their 

destinations in l.ondon. 

pulsion tvoiilcl a( Ih'sI. viold only sonic '>(1.00(1 !nciit. As iiJrcailv oliscivcil. Sir .lolm Siiiioo 

men. Mr. Hcntlcrson was nlilc to snytliat, Inul no sooner IcCl. the Cahinct (Imn lie 

since the Derby Ucjiort hurl been comi>lc(c(l, .mcniplcd to wreck the Hill. He first, 

tlicfc hull been enlisted no fewer (liiui li;i.!)S7 dexoted liiiiiself to provinj.’; tbii.1 Km;limd 

sincle men! xmis nboiit to ‘sell I birt brijrbl. for n me.ss 

Tims ended nil prospect of serious oi)|)o.sitioii of poltnee without iimkint; sure (lint, it uns 
by Labour. likely to provide n siiuiirt^ meal.” and to 

fomeidintt suspicion iibout, “ newspiiper prijs- 
\\ c must return to the proceed it ig.-. In T’arlia.- sure," mid especially an alleged desire of The 
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RECRUITS IN CANADA. 

The first slade : Drillinii recruits in Vancouver. 


Times to have “ thi.' priiuM|)lo of poinpiilsion 
given legislative sanefioti before the House of 
Lords has dealt- with the Parliament Aet 
Amendment Bill.” Of the other ” Simonites,” 
Sir VV. Byles gravely douhted whether the 
war would ho worth winning “if we were to 
surrender our liberties and to Gemianizo our 
institutions.’’ As to this point, it is worth 
while- to record a remarkable prediction by 
Mr. Herbert Samuel, a Minister who in these 
debates greatly increased his rcimtation : 

If anybody nskod me what the danger of the future 
military orgiuiization of this country is, 1 should say 
that WB should r«ly after this war too much upon tho 
notion tliat wo ran call armies out of the ground by a 
wove of tho wand. 1 am afraid that the fact that wo 
have under tho stress of these abnormal times done 
what no nation has over done yet will delude us into a 
fulso soeurity, and wo shall be apt to believe that when 
I ho moment of danger came a similar miracle can always 
ho jjertormod. That is tho danger T am afraid of— 
not tho illusory danger that wo shall find oiirsclvos 
involved in a system of conscription. 

On the second reading tho opponents of tho 
Bill began to concentrato on tho two points' 
which thtiy had coneoivod to be tho most pro¬ 
mising for their purpose—“ conscientious objec¬ 
tion ” to military service, and tho fear of 
“ industrial compulsion.” Sir John Simon, 


while disehiiming any’ synifiathy with 
“shirkers,” declared flint tho e.onseientioiis 
ohjeidor was “a perfeclly geiiiiino jierson,” 
and l•heerfully prediefed that liis ease could not 
ade(|iiately he met without “making the 
meslies of the net too wide.” As to “ industrial 
compulsion,” Mr. Anderson (f.aljour) trium¬ 
phantly quofod tho Alaiirhestcr Ouaniian for a 
description of tho Bill as “ a Bill for reducing 
the millions to inclustrial serfdom on tho ground 
that the conjectural thousands ought- to do 
military service.” !Mr. Astpiith dealt- at once 
with this dangerous argument-. He weejited as 
genuine tho fear that unscnipulons employers 
might put pressure on men-—I'spoeially on 
activ’e trade unionists—who would l>o liable 
to military service if they won' dismissed, and 
thereby lost their eert-ifieates of exemption. 
The I’rime Minister jiromised “ to deviso 
machinery and safeguards which would prevent 
tho possibility of any such abuse.’’ 

The jiroceeditigs in (Committee oettupied only' 
four sittings. 'They began with an entirely 
unsticcessfiil attempt to oht-ain the inclusion of 
Ireland in the Hill. Mr. Hedmond delivering an 
eloquent speech on the serv'iei's of Irish troops 
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d(‘(;liu’ing that rf'cruitiiig in Iroland had l>o('n foot, Mr. Uonar J>n\v wa« pnt up to say that 

“ on the wliole very satisfactory,” and “ the Bill did not ptvtend to bo a mcasun' for 

saying to tiic Ilousti :—“ Jtost satisfied ; tio dealing in the most elTectivo way with the 

not seek to drive Ireland.” As to iJio military military situation.” A.s tJiis did nf>t .siifiioti, 

age, tho opponents of the Bill tried tt) raise the (Jovernment took the strange course of 

(he low(!st age from 18 years to 21 years, and dragging in Lord Kitchener as an opponent of 

to reduce the ago lijiiit from 41 yoam to 30 Geni’nil Herbort’.s amendiiK'nt. Mr. J>ot)g 
yi-ars. declared that “ ho was authori/.ed by Lord 

At the same tinu' another ameiuhnent pro- Kitchener to .say that, ho did not desire this 

(luced an extraordinary expostiro of tho amenchnent t,o bo made, that h<' hoj)cd th<' Bill 

feeblonoss and lack of e(.iurago t.o which the would be jiassed practically as tho (lo\'ern- 

(lovermnent wore reduei'd by their promist! ment hod introduced it, that tho measure by 

that the Bill should not go one .step beyond the bringing in the unmarried men and enabling 

bare fulfilment of the Prime INIinisterV pledges. the others to be trailed up toould provide the 

'rhe Bill dealt only with men who w(>r(’ between troopx the iiatioti rei/iiired, and enable him to do 

the ages of 18 and 41 on August 1/5, 1915. all that it wm nereHttary to do.” Kvents were 

(leneral Sir Ivor Herbert moved that the Bill soon to prove that this statement was tho most 

should include “ every maU' subji'ct who, after eloiiuent comh'mnation that could bo con- 

August 16, 1916, hiul attained, or during the reived of the Bill, and of the foresight of its 

course of tho uar might attain, t.ho age of promoters. The Oovornment had its way, and 

IS years.” There could be no reasoned objee- General Herbt'rt withdrew his amendment—- 

tion. But (he Government were liefl hand and after declaring, however, that, “ one of tho 



KECRUITS FROM TRINIDAD. 
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most remarkable things in the %vholc; Avar was 
the total eehpfto of the office of the Secretary of 
State for War Ixffiinrl the xhadow of a (igiire- 
}>ead,” and that. “ in the matter of re<Tiiiting 
Lord Kitehoner imd been wrong from first to 
laat.” 

Th<! only change tietnally made in tlie jiro- 
poHcd age limits was a provision releasing mi'ii 
Avho, although nnd<'r 41 years of age on August 
Iff, 1915, jiassed that age before the dale 
appointed for the npplieation of the Aet. 

As to “ industrial compulsion ” and “ con¬ 
scientious objection,” all the important con- 
eossions made by the Government will lie found 
in the clauses of the Aet already iiuoled 
(pj). 12.‘J-4). If wii-s provided that a certifienie 
of exemption niighi lx; granted on the ground 
of it being held “ <‘X|X'dient ” that a man should 
be “engaged in work in which he is habitually 
engage<l or in irhiili hr irishrx to he r/'iga/ed.” 
In the event of a nain k'aving “ eeii Hied ’ 
employment, and so losing his eertilieale of 
exemption, it was |)iovi<led that a period of 
hvo inonlhs slaadd expire before, if he had not 
obtained a renewal of his eerlitieate. he should 
be liable to military serxiee. .And. in the <a>e 
of an application 'on eonseient ions grounds.” 
it was provided that e.xemption “ may take t he 
form of an exem))lion from combatant service 


only, or may be conditional on the applicant 
being engaged in some work which, in the 
ojiinion of the tribunal dealing with the (xtse, 
is of national imyxtrtance.” 

The Military Service Act came into ojx'ration 
on February 10. Ity the terms of the A<'t' the 
“ apyxrinted day” for its provisions to take 
r-ff'ect was the twenty-first day after it eamo 
into operation— that was to say, Alareh 2. 
As nlrc'ady noted, t he Derby “ groups ” wej’o 
n'ojx'ued when the Military Service Hill .was 
introduced. They remained ojx-n for single as 
well as married men until March 1, after wliii'h 
date all men liable for .service w<'re brought 
automatieidly into the Heserve by law. In 
order, lor administrativi' yxirposes, to distin¬ 
guish them from the ini’ii in “groups." men 
eoming undi'r (he .\et weri‘ classified according 
to age in " classes,■' as follows ; 


Year (*f liiri li. 

j Yftir of I'irtli. 


ISIIT . 

\ 18Sr* . 

\A 

Isjm; . 

I^K4 . 

i4 

1 H\Kt . 

A ]HHA . 

i:. 

IH'M . 

4 tSH'! . 

k; 

. 

r, IMS! . 

17 

. 

it . 

IH 

IS'M . 

■ IKTS . 


IS(K» 

S IH7S . 


\HH*A . 

il 1877 . 


IHK« . 

la IS7I1 . 


)KK7 . 

11 ,, IK7:. . 


iHHi; . 

K’ . 




SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS TRAINING IN CAPE TOWN. 
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RECRUITS FROM CBYUON ARRIVTNC IN LONDON. 


On K«‘hrnnry n. Prociiiniutinn was pnli- 
ifslincl w liifli sinntiKHad (]in " <*lM,sMns ” nt in« ti 
lM'l\VC*nn th<‘ a^ns ot Jp jtrul 30 • thn rlassi s ” 
tminj; lliiis jnadc in unm'spnial roiifjlily with 
th»“ ‘‘ .unaipv ■' aln iuly (.‘allnW up. 'riuN lu>t(»t j'- 
(.{ornuiunt ran : 

riiK rihx'hA.M VTiox. 

10; li !• ul»nmr_N . I Oh*. 

A im \ 0 i.^rMx » . 

iSt'rvD'o .\rl. lltJtlA 

W'llKlu-'AM liy rt IVoclniiintion OsUoil (ho -ttli Au;'ii-'t. 
1014. Mi’! Miijusiy in uMToisr ol' powors i iMifiTml dd 
him l*y lli<- lvo-<i\<- K«*r<-«‘,v, Art, lHH2. onliToil ('I’Ih* 
|{(inoiirahlr Ih iImtI Munrx- A«iiii(li) oiio ot His 
.\lajt*K(y I’nnonml Sorromrio.^ ot Stnti'. from finu' h* 
(itno to uad. uivuii. lu ri'\ oKi" in* vary suoli 

ilirui*! loii'H a*" uii jht mtiii iii‘ci“-,}U*_n or pt'o|MT for <*.iUni >4 
lait till- Anii_\ l\o-ior\i* or till or any ol ihu un ii holon^'inL; 
t horoJ t». 

Anil Whoruji,. utnlor llio jirovi-ion.-- of (ho Military 
Si‘r\'ii*u Act. HHfi. i-crlain jx'r.’Ojis will, on (lio 2a<.l March. 
l!)l(h ho i1<*oiih.m 1 to have hoon duly oiilistod in lli-. 
Majortty’s Ho^nlni* Koi'cos for ('onoral sorv'ico with th** 
(‘olonrs or in (ho IU'sitvo for (ho jioriod of the War. 
an<i to liuNo ht'on forthwitli trauMforroil to iJio KoHf‘r\o. 

AikI Whoroas -aioh K<*s«‘rvists hiivo ho<«n asHignod to 
<’lasrtO'^ acota'ditiK to 1 lio yiuir of tlicir hirth. 

Now, I h(‘rofor<* 1. Kiold-Miirshal tho f4i>:ht Monourahlo 
Karl Kitohonor. K.M., K.P., one of His Maj<*Mty'.s I'rinci- 
}uvl Soori'turiow of Slato, do horohy diroot as follows : 

l‘hor.\ Ifo^orvisi under (ho Provisions of tho Military 
iS<‘rvio<j Ao(, IhJO, who belongs to any of Iho t'la-sos 
inoiitionod in tbo Bul>joinc<l tSo.lu'dulo is, unless an 
applic'ation for a o.ortifioato of oxotuption has boon 
inado and has not lict'ii finally dispost'd cjf, horohy 
rocpiiroil (ti roporl liiinsolf for the* purjioHo of joinin;* 
till* Koloiirw on snoh dato aiul at such plaoo as may 
h<*roaft«*r hi' iiolilit'd, or, if on or holoro tho 17th day of 
Maroh, JfMO. ho has not roooivod any suoh iiofioo. lo 
report hiinsolf to tho ('oinmnndor of tho KooniitinK Nuh- 
Area at. tho K(*(*rnitinK Ollioo nearest to Ids usual plaoo 
of rosidimoc on the aforesaid I7th day of March, 101(1. 

A Hesorxist who fails without roasomdilo eauisio or 
cxou.so to ooinply willi lltose dm>ofion.« will ho gnJIty 


of an offctico under tho llos-ervo Foroos .Vet, 18SJ <15 
and 41) Vie., (‘ap. IK). 

.'I'll 1 in i.r. 

I)at(‘ on which tho 
^’hi--'. (’lasses will common, o 

to ho oalh'd lip. 

Si'OtiiwI ('Ihs.. \h‘ii I).nil in IS5M! 

Third (’lass .. . IHdoV 

Kom i h (’las' ,, I kU I 

KdthClasN „ .. lK!t;i 

SiMhCja-.'* lK!tL‘ 

Severn h (‘las' .. ,, IHUI \ :h*d \hireh PMd. 

Ki^jhili t 'la.ss „ I Mini j 

Ninth t 'lus-.s „ IHS‘» I 

Tent h (’lass ,, „ IKHK 1 

Klt'vonlli (’lass „ ,, |hK7 / 

■Twelfth (’In,S.S , 188(1 

f)nly d. iVu dttv.s ldtt*i* IVoli Kriiohimniiorts 
Up fur MTvicji^ un Miuvli IH a!i tin* rr- 
tiuitiunj; " irrutipK ” of iiumarricd nuui {H to 
23)* juuJ all tJir ronitiiuiii^ ‘‘chisbcs " (J.3 lt> 
23). Thoro rtuuaiiicd ojily tlx* l.Vrby “ ^nmps ’’ 
ol Jiuimcfl iiuui. W o sliiill KJtorfly s(*u how ih(‘ir 
hill' coiuhimul with tlx* un.sHtishi.ctory opera* 
tion of fJie now Act (o rondcr further luxi iiioro 
IJiorotii:)) n'foruis iuevilnldi*. ^ 

'rix' work of t]n> trihuiuils elutrmtl with tho 
duly of p*aiit!i)g ('\eiiiptioii.q liow* asKinned ati 
over iti(*r(‘asing iiuporianoo. A sorios of iustnio* 
tioii8 hac1b(H>i) iMMied fortheirgiiidauee. 'J'he priii- 
( ipal duty of the loenl tribuiuils was llx^ derisiuii 
of elniuis of UK^n of uiilifary uixe nud fitness iu 
bo (‘xousod .sorviei*, or to be tiunponirily post- 
jxuiod, on llx' ground ibal they were tndis- 

*“(}rinips'” 2 (o o, as noted ahovo, won* i*allod up 
on Jaimarv 2((. Farther proolatnaiions on Janurtry H 
oidlod up " groups ” (»to U for servioo on Kolmmry 8. ami 
on JannarN* 3tl “ m*oups ” lu to IH for .sorvioo oii 
Fohriiary 211. ” (h oiip ” 1 was oalloil on Fcbiutiry 25 

for se'rvioo on Mnri*h 28. 
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OF THE WAR. 

homt>, for garrison service at home or abroad, 
for labour, such as road and trc-noh making, 
or for sedentary work, sueli as clerical occn- 
])alions. 

The case of tho conscientious objector was to 
bo considered in an impartial and tolerant 
spirit. As will bo soon later, this unattractive 
product of peaceful prosperity and semi- 
religious, si‘iui-j)oliti<!al aben'ation was, al¬ 
though negligible in quantily, to caiise much 
trouble before ho was finally disposed of. 
Meanwhile, the man whoso objections genuinely 
rested on religious and moral convie.lion.s was 
to rc(M'ive every considci-tttion. It was for 
the tribunal to acijomplish the imonviable 
task of deciding as to the genuineness of 
tho claim. 

Hcforo tho end of February, Ittlti. a Iresh 
batch of instructions was amiouneed, of whicli 
tho general tendency was to deprecate undiu* 
lenii'ijey on the part of the tribunals. It was 
felt that in a good many cases the tribunals 
liad been guided too much by local sentiment 
in the granting of exemptions. Cases of 
“serious liardshij) ” were in futim' to lx* shown 
to be really serious before a claim could be 
approved. Many of the claims wert' made on 
trivial grounds ; others weiv obviously alisurd. 
Among t he “ indispensable men,’’ applications 
on wlujse behalf wen' rejected by various 
tribunals, were a nivue comeilian, a church 
organist, the cartoonist of a weekly j)ajx>r, and 
a packer employed by the -Naval and Military 
llible Society. Men claimed exemption vorj’ 
often Ijccause they were the sole maintenance 
of their widowed mother, Viut it was frequentlj' 
foruid, on ini|uiry% that the mother could be 
perfectly well cared for by brothers or sistors 
of the applii-ant, whili- she would, of course, 1 h‘ 
entitled l-o the allowance fixt'd for soldiers’ 
dependents. Among the conscientious ob- 
jec'tors many ('xtreme eases of repugnance to 
take life wen' forthcoming. It was with 
dilliculty that some of those unnatural eons 
would admit that if their mother or sister W’cre 
attacked I,hey would defend them to tho point 
of killing their arlversary. There wont, indeed' 
t'OHes in which they franklj- said that they 
would allow' their mother to bo killed rather 
than take the life of anyone who atttvckod 
her. Among the applications n'fusod wat 
that of a Civil servant who said that he did 
not like to leave Iris mother “ in these timcfi 
of Z«*pjiolin raids.’’ Kut-, on tho other 
hand, many conscientious objectors were 
I)erfectly willing to "undertake non-com. 
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batont service—although some regarderi tlie 
work of the Red (Voss or Army Service CorjiK 
with disfavour on the grouml that it “ luilpod 
warfare'.” 

tlradually, however, means were found for 
dealing witfi t he conscient ious objector, wliel Ikt 
the offspring of fooli.sli parents or tlic'Christ- 
adef|>hian who had tiiirricdly cnibraccd the 
teaching of that ohsiaire .sect in tlie hoj>e of 
saving his skin. In a few cases of refusal to 
obey military orders terms of im|>risonniont 
were inllicU'd. A tnoi-e sat isfa<-tory step was 
the formation in Man’ll of a Non-Combatant 
Uattalion. which was reporti’d in May to be 
doing honest, and useful work rpiite contenti’diy 
at the front. 'I’he mc-n's condiiet was exem¬ 
plary. an unusually large percentage of them 
being total abstaiiu'rs as well as non-.smoker.-. 
'They weri' eriga.ged. lilvi' the Navvies Uattalion, 
on railway vvorU, receiving, like the navvies, 
an additional allowance of meat. Otherwise, 
they wi'i’c, treated exa,ct ly like atij- other 
infantry battalion, except that tliey wore no 
belts, and, of course, carried no arms. They 
useil no jnilitary titles among thentselves, hot 
a<ldr('s.sed eaeh other as ” Mr..” or by nick¬ 
names. The soldiei-s geiu’rally regarded them 
with good-natured indilferenee. It was reported 
that, as the ri-snlf. diuibtless. of the tine 
lih.vsical condition induced by hard work in the 
open air. one man Imd found his eonsek'iiee 
l<\ss obdurate than lie had supposed, and had 
asked to he allowi'd |.o heeom<’ a combatant. 
Other conversions were anticipated. 

Notwithstanding, how'cvcr, the iiicrcasinglv 
stern otlh’ial di.sapproval of the laxity of .sotne 
of the tribunals, it was becoming clear that 
more drastic steps wotdd be nece.ssary if the 
tale of useful recruits were to attain the liOjH'd- 
for figure. It was decided forthwith, tituler 
[tresHuro from the War Oftice, to revise the list 
of reserved occujiations. Meanwhile, in many 
cases, the irregularity of action on the part of 
the tribunals produced great dissatisfaction 
among the men. Numerous cases were re- 
p<irb*d from agricultural districts in which able- 
bodied young sons <if fivrmei’s were unfairl,v 
obl.nining exemption by masqiiertiding, for the 
first, time in t heir lives, tvs shepherds or eow iiien. 
Simultaneously, thousands of men were being 
enlisted for “ light s(*d(>nt.ary dtities ” who 
ought never to have bet'n takt'ii from civil 
life at all. It was rt'ported that in one Midland 
hospital of 210 btxis no fewer than 70 young 
men were engaged in washing dishes, polishing 


floors, handing dressings, feeding patients, 
running messages, and doing similar feminine 
work. In another hosiiital the telephone and 
incpiiry offices weni being conducted by 
young soldiers. The cxisUincc of t.hese and 
similar cases of “shirking” on the part of 
single men tended, as time went on and the 
calling up of further groups of the unmarried 
brought the moiiK'nl ever nt'orcr when the 
turn of the married would come, to pro- 
(hiec a strong sense of injustiis’, which was 
reflected in c.oiiqilaints from all parts of the 
country. 

On March 1 vohmtarv’ enlistment, under the 
group sy.stcm was, as we have seen, closed to 
single men. It remained open to (he married. 

Those of the latter who had already attivsted 
had, as the,v a.dmitted, in nian,v cases done so 
in the belief Hint they would not be required, 
or at any rate not until t.lu‘ whole suppl,v of 
single men was exhausted. This belief, how- 
over erroneous, was to a ci'rtain extent- justified 
by (he ambiguous nature of many of the jiublic 
declarations which had been miulc on the 
subject. The recruiting phrase “Single men 
first ” had bei'ii taken, all too literally, to mean, 
not t hat the single groups would be summoned 
before the marrii’d, which had been done, but 
that no marrieil men should be summoned while 
there yet remained single men available nn<l 
unattested. And now, when it was recognized 
that large numbers of singk’ men Inal been 
J)§rmitted to csi-a|)e into ( he haven of a reserved 
oi’cupation, the jiiarried men lifted up their 
voice. It is not to hi- assumed that (he married 
men were lacking in a. .sen.se of (heir duty. W'e 
have seen from the Derby report that I..'14‘l,tf70 
of t hem had attested up to (heend of the year, as 
against 84(t,(K)0 single men, and since .lanuary 1 
it appeared that IJlO.OOt) married men had 
attested, as against alxait 400,0(10 single. They 
were for the most part reasonable and patriotic 
men, with little svmpat hv wit h agitation. Hut, 
in the absence of any (Jovernment .scheme for 
their relief, they were op)jrcssed by all kinds 
of anxieties as to their contractual liahilities 
in the niatfcr of rent, mortgages, and the like, 
ft was not until April 211 that the flovernmont 
firixluced a |)lan for mitigating these harassing 
oljstaeles to voluntar.v enlistment. (Sec pages 
140-7.) This seheme. coupled with the jiow'cr 
given to sanitary authorities under the Local 
(lovernment (Emergency I’rovisiona) Act to 
make arrangement.s for storing furniture for 
men called up. “ reasonable expenditure ” to 
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)m‘ clt'frtiyod mit of (lie rules, tlid iniieli lo 
olix iiite the “ hreakint; up of the home.” 

^^eun^^•hile Lord Derby s( rove valiantly to 
.sa\e tho situation. Me declared that the 
<Io\’erimient would have to take far strontrer 
measures tliaii the\- had yet taken if the men 
neei.'j.sary for the Army were to he got. ’^I'he 
men must he extracted rrom the reserved oeeu- 
]iations and ^^<)men put in their [ilaee. N'o 
single man who had not attained the age of HI 
i.houkl he allowed to plead for exemption on (he 
ground that he was “starred,” hadged, or in a 
reserved oeeupat ion. All other single men. and 
iill married men. sluaild not he considered as 
heiug in the starred or ri'served ocenpations 
unless they held their pre.sent positions or 
positions of a similar character in other firms 
hefore the |)revious August 15. These jiro- 
])osids would not apply to '.skilled munition 
workers. At the same time, Ford Derby, 
nhile maintaining that Mr. Asrpiith's pli'dge to 
(he married men had heen kept in the letter, 
insisted thaj/ the Covernment must , hy limiting 
exemptions, enahle it to he kept in the spirit as 
well, lie reeogni/ed that the I'ffeet of the 
exemptions had heen t<.> make (he marrie<l men 


Eractice. 

feel (hut (hey wer<' going lo he called up much 
sooner Ih.ui they could ri'iisonahly have luiti- 
eipiited. 

'J'he proelaiuat ion etilliug U)i the first eight, 
marrii'd grou|i.‘. was posted on .March 7. Tlwse 
gnaips (H5 to ;!2) included mi’U hetween 1!* and 
2('> years of age. 'J’he married men. aged 18 10 
(tli'iaip 21). w(Te, U.S in the ease of single men, 
called up later. 

With this summons to the first married 
gnaips the recruiting question entered on a 
new phase, I.ord Derby hastened to explain 
to the married men the reasons of tho unex¬ 
pectedly early call. In a spt'och at Munchoster 
he declared : 

'I'ln' wholo DHHoiuM* of Ibo ftitunlion is tiino. We 
iniJKt htUT' utrti. J am perfectly certain that, ^ivOTi tiine 

and. mind you, i'arliamciit huH lenglhonod that 
time—W4' kIiuII all tho single men, but at tlio prc’Hotit 
moincid there is no doubt that uiilesH th(« married mon 
coino iorward there will bo a ehortugo—a ehortago 
whii’h may )>d absolutely fatal to tbii) country, not only 
in this ),'<'itoration btii for nil time. 

M<*anwhi1o the Cabinet, now seriously 
alaniied, apiiointed a conuiiittee to consider 
(ho whole question of reserved trades and 
ocenpations. 'J’his committee, on March 14, 
annoimcod tliat, as e\'idcnce had accumulated 
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to kIiow tliiit men liiul been entcriiif; oortifii'd 
ocoupations in order to avoid military Morx-iet', 
it had boon decided tliat men in tlioae occupa¬ 
tions only b<! exempted from military aervdcc 
if they eonld show that they were Himilarly 
occupied at the date of tlio ^National Kcgistei-, 
Au({uat 15, 1015. irnmarried men uj) to the 
age of 25 or or, in some eases, up (o 11, 
were to lie released for serviei’. Only in those 
occupations which were vital to th<‘ conduct, 
of tile war and where the twidenie against any 
depletion was overwhelming were tlu' younger 
unmarried mtm to he retainisl on the rcservetl 
list. It wa.s further decided to delete frojii the 
list of reser\ations occupations connecteil with 
certain industries such as the luxury' tiades 
com^erned with the manufacttu’c of lohius'o, 
silk and la.ee, which had leceivsd protect iiai on 
aci'ount of the imp(a'tunce of their exports. 

It is sigiiilicanl of t he emharra-sment of the 
< ai\ernmi'i,'l at thi- jumlmi' tiat. at the 
momcet when l.ordlterhv was doing his utmost, 
to compel them to enahic him to fultil liis word 
to the married men I hey should hii\e a,p|i<anted 
him to preside over a, committee on the con- 
-I loci ion ot aircraft tin occupation, indeed. 


which ho soon found a sheer wiisfe of time 
and energy. 

The attitude of the extremer married 
objectors may he gatliercd froin the following 
resolittions, passed at a mass meeting at 
I'ort.simaith on .March S. The men protesteil 
against 

( 1 ) 'I'lic rn,lliiig up of llis inniTied gruiip- for sets icc 
until the rriitit' Minister’.s pledge to the tnari-ieil tiieu 
Jill- hecM fulfilled ill tile .spirit ii.s well ii- tile letter h\' 
v\ if lidrituiug laul sending infn tlie Ser\ ii-e,- nil single 
men Iroin resert-ed oeenpiitinie. starred men in tlnvern- 
inent and enntrolled tsstalilisliinent.1 |inuniti<ai faeioriesi 
ulai have nnly I't'cently heen IraintMl amt entereil for 
this class of work, and single clerks in (tia eminent and 
pnhlie otliees ; and hy a stringent ret ision of tilt' ea.se.s 
111 -ingle men e.venipted l>y trihnnids or rejected as 
niedlealtl unfit. 

tip Till' ealling np of iniirriei] groU|is for service 
hetol'e eonipnl.-or\ .'.t'l't lee hie, li('''ii iiilrodneed lor all 
iiiiattested married jiit'ii ot niililar\ age, the attf'station 
ot nnirried men tinving heen ohtaini'tf hy statement.s 
lit reeriiiling lileratiire that attested marrltsl men would 
he ill a heller pti.-itiun than tlioso who did init attest. 

Till' jiiisters piililishing the jiroelamation of 
file call of the last gi'oups of married men had 
liri'ii pi'iuled, aiiil were ou (lie jioiiit of heiiig 
issued, wlieu, on March 1.5. an iuilelinite post.. 
Iiouemeiit vtas lumiiuai'od .\ week later it was 
t'Xpliiiiii'd that this had hceu merely due t<i tho 
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congestion of the tribunals, but for tho public 
it served to emphasize the fact that tho tlovom- 
inent wore now floundering in very dettp water. 
Matters were not helped by an unfortunate 
indisposition of Mr. Ascpiith’s, which oceurretl 
at this moment. While L<.)rd Diu-by attiwdied 
to tho reserved oeeupatiotis the whole blame 
of tho shortage which hud led to the ])remature 
calling up of the. married groups, nnd.de.seribed 
how the Boaril of Agricultviro had refus('d to 
follow the ))ropoHul8 of the Ke.served Oecu[)a- 
tions Commit lee in the tuatter of reilueing 
exem])tions, he was able to point to tlie various 
steps whieli the (Joveriiment were now taking, 
at. the eleventh hour, to \ini1o the mischief 
4-aused by their own halt-hearted mi.sniannge- 
inent of till' whole recruiting question. There 
had been an inter-dejiartmental conference, 
which had “found” that an insulliciently 
rcjiresentative Committee was already sitting 
at the Hoard of Trade. Tho Committee had 
Im'cu .strengthened, and had, as we have .seen, 
already dealt with a certain )Kirtion of the 
industries of the country. ^h'anwhile, the 
Home Oftico had agreed, with regard to the 
mining inihislry, that any men challenged hy 
the military authorities who could not be 
-hown by the employer at the ('ollicrj' Courts to 
be indi.spensable .should cease to be exempted. 
The Admiralty, the War Oflice, ond the 
^lintstry of Munitions were joining in a revision 
of liadgcs. Women were being introduced to 
the lighti'r forms of shell work at. the rate of 
l.'i.OItt) a month. Lord Kitchener followed 
with the frank warning that the married 
men would be wanted within the next few 
Meeks. 

All interval followed, tilled with hot political 
controversy. Tho Cabinet, distracted with the 
problem of devising measures for the. relief of 
married recruits from jiressing civil linbilit.io.s, 
was attacked from all quarters of the House 
of thmmons, and on every conceivable ground, 
for its inability to make up its mind. It scoinod 
to be utterly powerless in the absence of its 
leatlor. Metmwhile, the question of all-round 
compulsion was daily looming larger, and 
marriefl men’s meetings in its favour grow over 
more imperative in tlu'ir demands. The Times, 
whic.h had throtighout the whole recruiting 
muddle been indefatigable in its criticism of 
tho glaring injustice of the existing system, and 
in its calls for resolute actidh on tho part of tho 
Covernrnont, thus smnmarizod its advice at 
this junetture: 


First let us have a plain authoritative statement of 
tho true position of rocruiting and the munliers actually 
mqiiirod. Motliiug has been such a handicap as the 
mystery in which this question has boon involved. 
'I’lion loj UK have such on uinendment of tlio Military 
ticrvice Act as will do away with all the injustieo of 
atti'Klalion hy includiiu; impartially all men of military 
age. bet UK reverse the whole system of reserved occupa¬ 
tions hy placing the onus of obtaining exemption on 
each indiviilual or his employt'rs. Tliut is tin- one sure 
salVgnard against the possiljility of single “ shirkers.” 
And let tis deal with tho eontraetual liabilities of the 
married recruits hefitre. and not after, thoy are called t.o 
the (tolours. If tho Ooverninent would have the courage 
to annoinic-o sueh a programme at imeo, they would In' 
far on tho way to solving a erilieal problem. 

It net'll hardly he saiil lhaf this period of 
(k'ltiy and indecision productul an extronu'ly 
bad improRsion upon our troops at tho Front, 
as well as n])oi) our Allie.s, who, rcgarilittg com¬ 
pulsory service almost a.s part of tho order of 
nature, found it dinieiilt to reconcile tho Govern¬ 
ment’s profc.ssions of dctt'rminntion to win the 
war with their reluctiineo to take the first 
es.sentiul .step to that eiul. 

Mr. Asquith was now aKsent oti the (lon- 
Iinent, visiting l’ari.s and Rome, and tho tusk 
of represent iiig him in JMrIiamou* foil to Mr. 
Walter Kong. lb' .sought at first, incredible 
as it may seem, to shifi I In' responsibility on to 
the trihunals ! If, tic said, thoy bad takon the 
view that men wilti lieavy liabilities might not 
to he called iqaai to servo as soldiers, this 
particular griovaneo of tho married woultl not 
have arisen. Knt, ho added, as a mat,ter of fact, 
the question of tho men with obligations had 
ht't'n in existence ever since the first call for 
recruits was inailc. He now told tho House 
that tho Government had decided to give the 
nt'cessary piuns to the Statutory Pensions Com¬ 
mittee to enable them to make grants to mt'n 
already in tho Army, or in process of being 
calk'd lip, to meet cast's of hardship arising 
out of their liabilities. 

Hy about, the third week in March thi' 
wliole position had becomo impossibk'. While 
(he trihuntils and advisory coiiunittoos were 
struggling with their fliankk'ss task, tind the 
Government was still uiuihle to call up the 
miiiTied “groups," tlio state of tho Army 
ill n'gard to numbers was clearly critical. 
The seventy divisions which were tht> mini¬ 
mum of our field fonnations required 1,400,000 
recruits for (heir maintenance and toinplotion 
during tlw' year 1916. Men must be found, 
and found soon. 

Ministerial and departmental confi.'rttnces 
wei-e now constant, but no resnlfs were forth- 
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(’otniiig. I’liblic oi>itiioj» bocaiiu' impatient. 
Jm lb« Housip of ( Viinmons “ War ('ommil,toes,” 
i'otiKiHting of tlie most oiiergetio momlxTs of 
the I'liionist and Lilw'ral parties respectively, 
became over mor(< insistent. On March 28 
these two “Ginger” groups, as they were 
called, definitely unnoiineed their acitiesion 
to tlio principle of “ equal sacrifices from all 
men of military age.” The I'nionist group, 
led by Sir Edward Carson, decided to move a 
vote of censure on tlie Ministry, if no satis¬ 
factory solution of the recruiting problem 
were f>roiluecd in one week. The Cabinet 
tried to gaiji time by the familiar-plea that 
tliey were “ examining all the figurt'S,” and 
^Ir. Bonar Law was particularly persuasive 
in curbing the zeal of his own party. By one 
dex-iee and another time was, indeed, gained, 
bjit it x'ould not be long. On April 11 The, 
Times annomuK'd that Sir W'illiam Bobertson, 
who.se influence hiwl grown steadily since lx; 
bt^catno Chief of the Imperial General Staff in 
Decemljcr, lob's, and the military members of 
the Army Coimeil had “furnislusl t he Cabin<-I 
with a very j)lain statement of their i?»ime- 
fliute rt'quiremtints in men.” On Aixril 12 
Sir Edward Carson handed in the following 
notice: 

To mox'c tliivt this iioiiso is of oyiiniou (hat the present 
system of recruiting is anfnir in its ineiiieni^o and iii- 
a(Ie(|iiat« to Keenro (he men iirgontly neodod in onier 
to B<;hievo the objoets which this country has sot before 
itself in this war ond (o fulHI our oliligations to oor 
.Allies ; and resolves that no further lime shoidd be lost 
in amending the Military Service Act so as to require, os 


CAMP: DIGGING TRENCHES. 

far us j)usKible, e<pinl sacrifice from all men of miiitiiry 
age, by rendering all tilike liable fc»r militcrx .'Txiee 
during the jircvi'iil war. 

Lord Milner announced his intention to 
move the following exen mort' definite i'"so|u- 
tion in the Hou.se of Lords: 

That in tile opinion of tin- House it is neee—ar\. in 
order to .secure (he objects (or whietl the eonolry Is 
lighting, that an .Aet should be (aiised wtihotn liirther 
tlchiy rendering till mt'U of military age liable to be 
culled tijioii for military serxici' during the eonlmnanee 
of the w'lir. 

On the day of Sir Mtlxvard Carson'.s notice, 
a di'putation of the Jxational Cnion of .-\1testeil 
Married Men xvaited U(ion Mr. A.si(uilli. Lord 
Derby, and Mr. Walter Long, and told llieni 
jilainly what, they thought of the position in 
xvhich attested married men had bt'cn pitwed 
by the recruiting methods of Ihi' Goxernment 
and their agents. The leader of the de]iutution 
contendi'd that evi'ry attested married man was 
prepared to fuKil his pledge, but in the niiiue 
of ju.stiee there must be that equality of 
sacrifice xxhieh they bad all been led to expect. 
“We think.” he added, “that thti jfresent 
Derby scheme is in a hoiieloss muddle, and that 
( ho only way to rectify it is t o apjily the Military' 
Service Bill to all men up to the ago of 41.” 
1’ho Gox'erninent should not allow it to l)o 
n'cordetl that ovtT a million men had been 
pressed into military service by trickery. 

This allegation of trickery was bast'd u[)on a 
recruiting poster xx’hich stated “ no attestation, 
no appeal.” It appeared that the men hod 
inferred from tliis that those who attesU'd 
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voluntarily woiild havo somo mlvantagc! over 
thosf who had to ho “ fotcdiod.” Lord Dorby 
oxplaiiiod that., from tho point of view of Iho 
War Oftioo, if a man did not attost lio did tjot 
oxist. It was im])o.ssihlo, under the voluntary 
system, for a man who liad not attested to 
eomo before the tribunals and ask for exemp¬ 
tion. Jhit he admitted lliat I hero had been 
statements inad(' loeally whieh wi-nt a great 
de<d farllier than that e<aiiplained of, and 

whieh. if he lia<l hi'ard of tlw'm at the linn-, lie 

* 

should undoubtedly have repudiated. 

'Pile Prime .Minister deelared tliat llie (ally 
pledge fia' which lie and L(a‘d iJerby acre 
ansM'i-nibli- had been fullilled both in the letter 
and in the spirit, lie also admitte(.l, however, 
that eases of misapprehension had arisen, owing 
to uiiauthori/.ed statements, and he under¬ 
took (o consider whetlier maehinery e<aild bo 
.set up to relea.se men who e(aild prove that 
they had attested ns the result of such mis 
leading statements. As for the alternative 
of eompnlsion. whieh one member of the 
de(Uitation had suggested would “solve the 
whole thing." that was “another matter." 

In ih(! t’abinet matters were understood to 
be in the hands of a Committee ennsisting of 
the Prime .Minister, Air. AleKenna, Lord 
Lansdowne, and Air. Cliamberlain. On .April 
l.'i 77(e 7’ia(C.s- indicated that this Comiuitteo 
liiwl reporl.(rd against an extension of the 
Alilitivry Service .Act to all men of tnilitary aga-. 


and were proposing (1) the oxtiaision of the 
Afit to inehido thottip men who had reached 
the age of eightwn since Augtt.st LA, and who 
reaeJied that age hereafter; (2) the retention 
with the Colours of all time-expired Kegtilars 
and Territorials; (i!) ftirther “combing (att " 
of single mi'n from “stans'd” trades and 
munition factories; and (-1) jier.severanet" 
wit It all existing methods of enlistmt'nt. 
including the .Derby scheme ami the Alilitary 
Service .-Act. On April 18 matters were 
ri-aching a lasul. and t here were all appearances 
of a serious jiolitical crisis. On the lilth Mr. 
Asiphth met a Hoii.se of Commons whieh was 
exiieeting to hear the decision of Iho Oovern- 
nient. Ihit what he said was tliis : 

'I'lif'ri' arc ..nil, 1 rcrrcl t(» sii_\', iiialcriiil latillt-. of (tis- 
iwrccmciit ill tla- t'a.him'l, aial if Ihcac jioiiits arc net 
M-ltIcil liy acrcciiiciit dto rcsiill inlet Im: flic liri'iik-iiji 
of die (iov(-rniii(*nt. 'I'lic Caliiia-I i.s iiiiitcil in hclicving 
that such an cv"iil w-oiilit la- a nalioiiul ilisastcr of f he 
most loriiiiilatilc kiiul, unit il is in die lio)ic diat i! may 
hi- avcrlcil fiy a few more <la.\s of dcfila-rntioii tliat I 
shall |iro|iose dial, tlic J-|oii-'o aitjmirn to day until 
'I'ncsday la-xt, ,\jiril L';>. 

On I h(' following day, the I’hursday lielore 
Master, it was announced I hat the Caliinet had 
come to an agreement, and that their pro]t(isals 
would be sulimilted on April 2.A to a st'crct 
session in each House of Parliament. 7'/ic 
Thncf! slated that what the Cabinet pro|)osed 
was to introdnei' a Hill for the extension of 
the Military Si'rtice .Act bnl, a Bill which 
At ould only take elTect if in the next few weeks 
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“tht.' rt'gxilar intake of ri-oniils from all stauws 
had fallen below tho d<!finito nuninuiin figure 
accepted by the Cabinet and the Army Council 
as the margin of saft'ty.” Tho ariwigcmeut of 
a secret session was descrilx'd as a direct con- 
ec'ssion to tho wishes of the Labo\ir nieudiers, 
who held that they must be convinced of the. 
necessity of any extension of the Military 
Service Act by military evidence whi<!h couki 
not be disclosed in public. 

On Easter Eve a Privy Council was lield at 
Windsor, and new Regulations of a mos( 
remarlaible kind were inserted in tlie I)efencc 
of the Kenlin Regulations. 'J'lie main passnge.- 
were as follow s ; 

Jf cills’r Uonsc of rarliaiin'nt in piirstMun-e of u 
rcHohition [nissod b.v tliat llouso ])o]tls a soorct sossion, 
it sliiill itot i>n lawful for any porsiJii in any iiowHpiipcr. 
pt-riodii-al, circular, or ollior printed publication, or 
ill any public appoiib, to publi.di any rt'port nf, or to 
purport to doscribo, or to refer to, tlio proceedings iit 
siicb session, except siieli rejiort thereof us may bo 
iitrn-iidiy (lommuuieated tiiroiigb the Uirectors of tho 
tttbeial 1‘reHs Bureau. 

It .shall not be lawtiil for nn>' person in any iiows- 
jiaper. poriiidieal, eireiilar, or other printed publieation. 
or in any publio sjieecb. In piiblisli any report of. op to 
purport to describe, or to refer to, the proceediiig.s at 
any mooting of tho t'ubinct, or without lawful authority 
to ptihlish iho contentH of any ennfidontial doeuznont 
fiohinging to, or any confidential information obtained 
from, any Oovenimoiit depurtmont, or any iierson hi fho 
aert'ieo of his Majestv. 


THE NEW ARMY IN 

'I'lie scctiml paragraph was ubviensly due to 
considt'ratious arising out of the published 
reports of Cabinet di.scnssioiis and hesitations 
in tho past fow weeks. It provoked much 
criticism, wltich. however, nt'Ctl ntii. tlelny us 
here. 

The .secret sos-siou occupied two days. Very 
brief reporhs were coimuunicated to tho Rress. 
They stated that the Rrimo Minister gave 
piirliculars of the total military effort of the 
Empire. The report of the first day’s )>ro- 
ceedings also said : 

'I'o mort with tho Bitiiation tho fhivernmoiit Jiave 
flctcrmiriod upon tlireo rolativoly minor proposals ; 

(u) 'I’he prolongation until tlio ond of tho war of tho 
nt‘rvico of timo*o\j»irod mon wlio.so poriod of service’ 
under the present law can bo extended for one year 
only ; 

(i) To empower tJio n.ililary authority to transfer 
men enlisted for trrritoriol batt&lion.s to any unit where 
tlicy are nofMlod ; 

(r) 'I'o rmnliT »m exempted nuin llahli* to military 
Hervice imineiliuloly <>ii llie expiry of hiw certificate «f 
exemption. 

Willi a view to an ultimato addition to tho foroos 
Mvailablo, they will further propose to bring under 
tlm torml# of tho Military Servi(!o Act all youthB under 
18 on August 16 lost as they reach that age. Further 
tho Triino Ministor btatod : 

(1) T’fiat tho Oovoriimont. reeognmng that the needs* 
Miry mimbora roquirod for tho discharge of our military 
obligations will not bo available for aorvioo at the time 
required under (he present orrangements, agree that 
an iminodiuto effort be mmle to obtain tho men required 
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by v<i!uMlarv oiilislinout from Mruon^«l tin* lumltDHtctl 
Itirjrriril iiH'n. 

(2) 'I’hiif, if ft( tiic <'nd of four wroks ondiii;; May 27 
no,000 of tlwsc men bHvo not bi'cn by din'ct 

oulistmonf, the (InvoriinifT)t Yvill forlliwiHi joik I’ailia* 
mont for coinpuljsory pruvor^ 

(•<) That if ill any uook alter May 27 ni« ii 

have not been w'eureil by ilireel enliKlment. tlie r-amo 
eotirKO will bo taken, iitiy BUf 7 >hift over in.OOt* in <Mie 
week being eiirriod over to the next. 

(4) That Iho nrrnngoimrnts ui paragraphs 2 ami !t 
are fo hold goinl until 200,000 uriattested inen have 
been oldaiued. Tri Iho nieunttmo the position will !«• 
nn<ler eonslant rmiow by the flovommont. 

ft w’os pointed out that, as tinder this schemo si'l 
avtuiatiio unattuslcd marriod men would bo onlisled 
cither voluntarily or by compulsion, the main groun<l 
alh'ged for tho release of attested married men would 
disappear. 

CrvuT. Liahii.itiks. 

'l‘l»c Prune MiniMtor lUso roleipMl to the ipieslion of 
tho assistance to bo given to enable men in his Majesty’s 
forces to moot their civil liabilitiec. 

On March 29 Mr, Long informed the House of Cointnons 
that hia Majesty’s Government proposed to take oi'rtain 
steps with a view to meeting eases of hardship which 
might arise out of the civil liabilities ot men joining the 
Forces. In addition to the proposal amendment of 
the (lourtH (Rmergonoy I'owers) Act, Mr. Long intimated 
that financial assistanee would bo provided through the 
medium of tho Statutory Committee. 

As tho Statutory Cominitloo found that they conld 
not undortftko this work, it was decided to sot up a 
Bpecial committee for tho purpose. 'J’hiH cummilioe 
consists of Mr. Hayes Fisher, tho Solicit et-Clonoral, tho 
Lcjrd Advocate, Sir Paul Ilorvoy, and Mr, A. V . Symonds, 

Tho (Committee havo made oonsidorablo progress 
with tho echeme and have obtained tho coucurroiico of 
tho 'i’reuaury to tho following general priiiciplos: 

(1) Tho scheme of assistouoe will apply to all men 


whi. liavo joiiMid ihe Forces since, tlie 4th August, 1914, 
or who may join horeafter, and to single a« well a‘< to 
marriod men. 

(2) 'I'he items in roBj>oct of which aHsistanoe will ho 
prnnled iru'ludo rent (including ground rent am! rent of 
biisiiieKs promises), mortgage interest, payments in 
inKtaimeniK iu virtue of contracts such as purchast' of 
premises, buKineas, or furniture, taxes, rate?- insurance 
premiums, and scliofd foes. Pelief will not he given 
for the purpose of cnablinu any perM<m to discharge 
sue)) )ia)>i)iUo9 as ordinary debts to triulosmen. 

(l\) It is not. contemplated that the axststanc'O to ho 
grnnfcil in any individual case should exceed £104 per 
iininini. 

(I) iVrsona desiring relief will be reipiirctl (o make 
application in a prescribed b^rin. 

{£») 1'hoHO applications will bo investigated locally by 
CoinmissioncrK (who will bo harristors) specially appointed 
for the purpose. The OoiTiTnissiimers ivill make riMsmi- 
incndntioiiH to the central committee, who will ho 
nutliorir.od to make grants, 

H<iw sorio\is was tli(‘ financial aspect of (liis 
relief scheme was shown by the earmarking of 
£20.000,000 as a first instalment of the money 
recpiired. 

On April 27, thi' day after the secret. se.s.sion. 
Mr. Long asked for leave to introduce tho 
Bill which t.ho Prime Minister hml foreshadowed. 
In a few hours tho whole scheme was dead. 
As soon as Mr. Long had sketehed tho pro¬ 
posals, they wore denoiiiieed on all sidi's. Sir 
K. Carson showed that the Govomnient, while 
still shrinldng from a policy of equal sacrifice, 
was sacrificing timo-expin’d soldiers, Terri- 
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torials, anrJ boys ; they were proposing “ one 
of the most cruel a(!ts that imd over been 
attempted.” Mr. Walsh, on behalf of Labour, 
demanded tliat tJie Hill should bo withdrawn. 
Otlie4:wise the House should reject it. tem- 
j)ori.so no longer, and “ insist on th(' straight 
thing.” T,et the (lovernment say, “The 
necessity has now arisen and nmst 1ki met,” 
and they need not fear the response of the 
country. The prospe<;(. was hop<!U«8. Mr. 
As(iuith was Imrricdly summoned to t he House. 
He recognized the stivngth of the arguments 
against the Hill, and ‘‘suggested” that the 
motion fttr l»;ave to introduce the Hill shoukl lie 
withdrawn. “Contingent comj)ulsion ” thus 
j)erished ingloriously with all th(> other make¬ 
shifts and eompromises. The collapse of the 
Bill was a hiuniliating blow Ip tlu' (iovern- 
ment. Hut the public paid little attention to 
their humiliation ; there was only a feeling of 
almost universal relief that the probk^m was 
now sure to be solved in the fully jiossible 
way. 

The same day, April 27, saw the Ix'lated issue 
of the jiroclamation calling up <!rou|)s :t,‘{-41.* 

A curious minor incident w hich occurred at 
this juncture was the .sending to the King by 
the Married Men’s Ijcague of an appeal t hat his 
Majesty shoidd receive a deputation. “ In 
days of national stress and urgency,” flcclared 
the appeal, “ your Majesty's Ministers arc 
appai-ently in a hopeless muddle over tho 
imiiortant question of recruiting. . . . Wo 
ap])eal to you. Sire, to receive our df'jmtation, 
knowing tliat national imiirovemcnts are more 
likely to n\sult when you receive opinions 
t hrough the direct rcpr<»sentativcs of those most 
deeply coneernfid than through the intermediary 
of those whose lives, homos, and future employ¬ 
ment after the war are not in such jetipardy,” 

Tho married men, in fact, us ono of them 
phrased it, wore “ not going to wait for the 
politicians,” 

On May 2 the Primff Minister made a stato- 
niont on the whole situation, and aniumnced 
that a new Bill W'ould propose “ a genf'ral and 
inunediatc compulsion.” Incidentally, ho an¬ 
nounced that the “ total military and naval 
olTfirt of the Hmpirc ” from tho beginning of 
the war up to that dale exceeded 5,000,000 
men, and that tho whole military force had 
Ijf'cn raised to a strength of eighty-threc 
divisions in all. 

• The final five groups wore cailud up by a prodtuua- 
tion dated May 1.?. 


On the following day. May 3, Mr. Asquith- 
introduced “ a Bill to make further pro% iHion 
with respect to military Service during the 
present ivar.” 

■J’he new Hill had a very rapid passage 
through Parliament. It was read a first, time* 
without a division, and a second time by a 
majority of 292 (328 votes again.st 3()). It 
passed through tdmmil.ti*f> in the early hours 
of May 12, was n'ad a Ihiitl time on May Iti by 
a majority of 215 (2.50 votes against 35), and 
rt'ceivfd tho Royal assent on May 25. 

The main ditTerenee between t lie new Hill and 
the measure sf> spf'cdily withdrawn by tin.* 
(iovernment was the inclusion within its scope 
of the unattested married men—of all of them, 
not a limited number, in the main the Hill 
was an amendment of the .Military Ser\'ic(' Act 
which w<> have alri'afly described, but it also 
containi'fl important new features. Ksiiccially 
as mfisl of the text is unintelligible without 
comparison with the earlier measure, it will bo 
best, to sketch at once the main effects of tho 
new legislation, so as to show the position now 
established. 

Prom .luiie 2-1, the “appointed <late " under 
the new .Act 30 days after it hatl betsime law — 
every male Hriti.sh subject between the ages of 
18 and 41 and ordinarily resident in (ireat 
Britain was “ t.o be dis'incd to have la'cn duly 
onlistid in llis Majesty’s Regular .Forces for 
general service withtho Colours or in the Reserve 
for the period of the war.” Men who came 
within tho ojicration of the Act at. a. later <lato 
would be subject to its provisions 30 ilays 
subsequently. At ttic same tinn* it was cx- 
privssly |)rovidcd that “ sto[)s shall be taken to 
f)revcnt so far as pewsibk* tin* sending of men 
to servo abroad before they attain th(' ago 
of 19.” 

Kcgular soldiers and Territorials who.se term 
of service expired would in future bo retained 
with tlu! Colours until the end of the war, and 
men already discharged on the termination of 
their period of service would be recalliKl to the 
Colours and restf)red to tlieir fornutr military 
rank. An excc|)ti()n, however, was made in the 
ca.se of men who hod served 12 years or moro 
and had attained the age of 41. 

Tho main “ cxcepl.iotis ” to tho obligation to 
perfonu military service remained as slated in 
the first s<-hedule of the earlitr Act (sec jmge 124). 
Hut whereas under the first. Act men who had 
“ offered thcmsolvi-s for enlistmimt and been 
rejected since August 14, 1915” were “ex- 
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<-cpt.f'cl ”, it was now provided that on Sepi.eniher 
1. lino, this exception would cease to apply to 
4iny man, if th ' Army Council were satisfied that 
he sluuild again present himself for medical 
i-xamination, and sent him written notice to 
that effect. Jii other words, tlie authorities 
were empowered to examine afresh the large 
mimher of men who had Iwen rejected without 
exhaustive medical examination. On the other 
hand, the new’ Act “ excepted " all men who at 
any lime during the w’ar had been prisoners of 
war. captured or interned by th»' enemy, and 
reletiserl or exchangeil. 

Ol hcr\vise,perha[).slhemost import ant amend¬ 
ment of the first INlilitary Service Act was 


that, whicli concerned the safeg>iards against so- 
••alled “ industrial coenpiilsion.” As shown in 
the clause tpioled on pagi' 124. men whose 
certiticales of exemption for any reason ceas'd 
to be in force had been gi\en two months' gra.ee 
during w hich th<!y’ might obtain renewal of their 
certilicates. This jirovision laid soon been 
lound to l)e on<i of the worst, loopholes for 
<'t’asion of military service. By the new’ .Act 
the provision of tvm inoiiih.s' grace was mtwle (o 
apply only to men who had Ihs'ii engage<l in 
t\’ork cf'rt.ificd to he of nationa.1 impia'lance, or 
Avho had been munition workers—aiul to ap|ily 
tt> them only if they had been engaged in the 
same or similar work before August 14, 101.'). 


In all other cases of lapsed exem])lion ccrliti- 
cates a man would he deemed to lm\e Is-co 
etilist.od at thl' exjiirati)))! of lwi> uvi-ks, unless hi> 
had made an ni)plicat,ion for a reni'wal of his 
eert itieate. 

f)ther clauses of the new Aet. f)rovided that, 
any'I’errilorial might be transferrefl without hi.' 
consent from one corps to another or to a. Kegii- 
lar haltaliou ; that the liability whicli any 
Tf'rritorial had accepted to .serve- in any pla.<'i' 
outside the Bnited Kingdom should continue, 
notwithstanding anything in the conditions of 
service, during the continuance of the war ; and 
that every man holding a c<*rlifjc.atc of I'xe-mji- 
I ion must, produce it or gi\ (> jiarticuhirs of it, to 


any constalilt' or person with authority from 
t he Army Council. 

l\'e need deid only very hriefly with the 
proci'i'dings in I’arliami'nl. Mr, .Asipiitli |iro- 
seiited the Bill as " a complete and rounded 
policy.” It was warmly wi'Icooied by Air. 
Barni'S on be'half of Labour, and read a lirsi lime 
on tlie day of its int rodnetion. In tbi' second 
reading <h'biile a most powerful speech was 
made liy .Mr. Lloyd tii'orge, who lawl Is-eii the 
juaiii insiriiiacnt in fh<' Caliinel in si-enriiig the 
adoption of compulsory .sorviee, and who had 
received in eonsetpienee a full measure of violent 
aim.se from di.sappointed Radical joiu'iialisls. 
lie said limt the militarv authorities believi'd 



A SCHOOL OF FARRIERV. 

Teaching the soldier the art of shoeintt horses by the aid of a diagram of a hoof of a horse. 
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tlittt tlie nion supplied hy Miis Bill alone would 
make the difference betwe(ni deh'at and victory, 
and rather than have on his conscience opposi¬ 
tion to this military opinion ho would rather bo 
driven out of the Liberal party, and indeed out 
of public life. Mr. Llo.v'd Georne declari'd that, 
so far from being unablo to “ stay the course,” 
we could outstay Germany by years, and he 
warmly denoimced those who dared to regard 
the British working elo-sses as if they wem 
“ floubtful neutrals.” Sir John Simon again 
1 (hI the feeble opposition, and cast doubts upon 
the numbers set up by the Government os the 
probable or possible yield of the Bill. Mr. 
Henderson marie a crushing rriply. Ho re¬ 
minded the “ Simonites ” that they had 
ridiculed Lord Derby’s estimatt! that in Decem¬ 
ber, 1915, there were 950,000 unatlestod single 
men, and that they liarl said the Military Service 
Act would not secure 50,000 men. In rtjality 
the nmulMir of vmattested singk’ men hod proved 
to bo 750,(K)0 ; the military authorities had 
obtained 300,000 of them, and already 187,82(5 
were with the Colours. 

In Committee another unsuccessful attempt 
was mode to include Ireland. It was drjfr-atcd 


by Mr. Asrpiith and Mr. Bedmorid. the latter 
dts'lariiig that “ it would not only be a wrong 
t hing, an unwise thing, but it would be wrll nigh 
an insane thing, to attempt to enforce con- 
seriptirm in Irelaiu .” 

For the rest, discussion turned mainly npf>n 
‘‘ industrial compulsion,” “ conscientious ob- 
jr'ction,”and the qxjestion of medicalre-examiiia- 
tirm of itien who had been rejected. A curious 
ejiisode was an attempt to securt' special con¬ 
sideration for married men who were the “ sole 
hemls ” of a business—in other words, for small 
shopkeepers. The flovcinmen' was bombaided 
with telegrams and Members >f Parliament were 
visited by countless deputations—with the 
result that, although the matter was not. dealt 
with in the Act, t he Govermiient promised to 
issue sjMH'ifil instructions to the tribunals. It 
should be tulded that the ainendmunt of the 
clause dealing with “ industrial compulsion ” 
was effected by the House of ].,ords, their 
pmposals being atwpted hy the House of 
Commons by n majority of 91. 

Ijct us conclude this review of the memorable 
military aer\'ice legislation of 191(5 with the 
names of those w'ho on May 16 finally opposed 
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the third reading of the new Bill. The minority 
of 36 was composed us follows ;— 

Abraham, Rt . Hon. \V. ; Andorson, W. C. : Arnold 
Kyiirioy ; Rakor. Josnph Allon (Finsbury, E.)! Harlow, 
Sir John EinmoH (St>morKO(,); Burns, )H. Hon. John; 
Jlyles, Sir William Pollard ; Chancellor, Jlonry George ; 
Clyaos, J. H.; Harvey, X. E. (Lewis, Wesl); Hopgo, 
James Mylos ; Holt, Kiclmrd Hiiriiing ; John, Eilward 
Thomas ; Ji*wott, F. W.; King, ,To8eph ; Land), Sir 
Ernest Henry ; Lough, Rt. Hon. Thomas ; Hhn donald, 
J. Ramsay (Leiccsler); lUusun, David M. (Covonlry); 
Molteno, Percy Ali)ort; Morndl, Philip; Guthwaiti'. 
R. L.; Ponsonhy, Arthur A. W. H. : 1‘ringle, William 
.M. R. ; Richards, Thomas; Richardson, Thomas 
(Whitehaven); Rowntree, Arnold; Runciman, Sir 
Walter (Hartlepool); ,Shcrwell, Arthur James; Simon, 
lit. Hon. Sir .Tohu Allsobrook ; Snowrlcn, Philip; 
'I'hornas, J. If.; 'rrevclyan, Charles Philips; White* 
lioiise, Jolm Howard ; Williams, Llewelyn (Cnrinarlhen). 

Tollers : Mr, Lc'if Jones and Mr. Goldstone, 

On thi? day on which the Royal A.ssent was 
given to the new Military Service .Act, the King 
iKldrc.ssed tlie following ini'ssage to Ills people : 

“ BUCK 1 NO 11 AIM 1 ’ALACE, 

“M,\y 25, 1010, 

“ To cnublo oiir Country to organize more 
effectively its military resources in the present 
great struggle for the. cause of civilization I 
have, ucting on tho advice of my Ministers, 
deemed it nettessary to enrol every able-bodied 
man between the ages of 18 and 41. 

“ I desire to take this ojiportunity of e\i>rt'S8- 
iiig to my people my recognition and apprecia¬ 


tion of the splendid patriotism and self-sacrifice 
which they have displayed in raising by volun¬ 
tary enlistment, since the commeucement of 
tho war, no less than 6,041,000 men, an effort 
far surpassing that of any other nation in 
similar circumstances recorded in history, and 
one which will be a lasting source of pride to 
futui’e generations. 

“ I am confident that the magnificent spirit 
which has hitherto sustained my people through 
the trials of ( his terrible war will insjiiro them to 
endure tho additional siwrilice now imposed 
11)1011 them, and that it will with God's helji lead 
us and our AUies to a victory which shall 
ocliiove tho liberation of Europe. 

“GEORGE R.I.” 

Thus, after more than 21 months of war, 
England “muddled through ” to the inevitabli) 
solution of tho recruiting problem—compulsory 
service for every able-bodied man of military 
age. Wo have seen with what difficulties her 
progress to this end was lieset. Wo have seen 
how' slowly tho country roused itself from its 
comfortable slumber to face tho stern necessities 
of a struggle for its very existence. We have 
seen how worthy w'as the effort which it 
voluntarily exerted whenever, though all loo 
seldom, a clear issue was put before it by its 
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Th(' Klory, iiidoi'd, is not without 
its iiiflancJxily nsjH'ols. Hut while wf mivy 
(h'ploi'i' the hick of imai'iniition, the refusal to 
aiTi>|)t clear warninj's, and the* consequent utter 
un|ireparediiess. except of the Royal Navy, in 
which Kuoland was surprised at the outbreak 
of war, it is not the piiopli- of England, and st ill 
less of the Enqiire, who will ho sternly judged 
by the historian of the future. We English, 
from our v(>ry insulari'y. have never been, in 
I, he Continental s<-nsc, a military race. That 
we have always been a warlike race thiTi' is no 
part of the world that does not testify. Nor 
tlid our warlike qualities ever shine brighter 
than in the Creat War. But our minds 
move slow'ly until we gel angry or afraid—and 
peaceful island-folk who an* at Hu- same time 
[irosiiiTous and confident in their Navy flo not 
grow angry or afraid so readily as do nations 
with nothing but a line of frontier-marks 
bi'twecn them and the permanent menaci- of 
their neighbours. .-Miove all, we dislilo' ('X|ieri- 
ments ; we ari‘ inclined to say that what we 
an- “ ns'ciistomed to " is “ good emuigh for iiti." 
VV'c h»«l bi'cn " aceiislomi'd to " voluntary ser¬ 
vice, and though we were also accustomed to 
c<.)m|iulsii)n in many of the affairs of life, our 
shrinking from milifary “ coiiqmlsion ” wiis 
largely a shrinking friao the unknown. 

This chamcl(>ri.stic reluctance to lake a bold 
step was accentuated by the fact that with our 
I’rinie M nisler and a. considerable number of 
bis colleagues in the (JovernmenI the stalwart 
device III our cni'inv " Kir-il 1 bink and t ben act ’ 
took the in\crt(dirale form of '• Wa,ii and .sec. " 

“ The laci Is.' sa.id Isad Derby on May <’>. Ibl.'), 

" we ouebt to have li.nl miiiersal compulsion in 
the lit-.^l wei'k of the war, This llis(oiy lias 
recorded w hat wc had in its [dace. .Not having 
“thiaighl.'' we were powerless to '■act " until 
it was almost too late Our lirsi idea was (o 
ifouble the Expeditionary l'’orce, while retaining 
the aiK'ic'nl miu-hincry arul at the same time 
allowing the men most conqx'l.cnt to work that 
machinery to li'ave it for acliic service at the 
Kront. Then, as otir ideas cxp.andcd. came the 
chaos of recruits without lu-commodalion or 
e(|uipmcnt, an army altogether beyond the 
powers of the ancient tnuchinery to cope with. 
Then, as the machinery expanded and the 
maintenance of sumo 70 divisions became the 
ideal. thon.i followoil the long and painful 
Hi, niggle to make up for the shortage of men. 


It has bt'en swat to what a |)lighl, the Oovem- 
inent were nxluced by t heir having allowed the 
business of ri-cruiting to Ik- conducted on the 
lines of an electioneering campaign and by their 
failure to reali/.e that what the country really 
neiHhxl was, not soft words, eompromisi's, 
and jugglings with lu'ight standards and 
separation allowauees, but a clear-cut policy of 
all-round justice. 

If the (lovernment had known their country¬ 
men better, lhri-e-i|uarters of the dillieullics 
caused by the attempt to tri'at the married 
men s<'|)arately from the single nei'd never have 
arisen. It was not lack of patriotism that made 
the married men protest against being called up 
while more than half a million single men 
remained unaccounted for. Thi'y were per¬ 
fectly willing to fulfil their obligations, but 
their s<‘nsc of justice revolted against the un¬ 
fairness of a state of things in which the un- 
patriotic citizen was left, to profit from the 
s.uTiliee of his patriotic fellow. Himee, as has 
been seen, although compulsion was, in prin 
cipk', no more eongeniid to the married than to 
(he single men, its merits from llw point of view 
of all-round justice led them to insist iqton its 
apftlication (o themselves as soon as military 
tK'Ccssity ha.d compelled its application to the 
rest. 

Hut this was only one more inslatiei- of the 
manner m w bieb the peopk- of England li-d (heir 
leaders throughout the war. Much of the fear 
of " dcst foyiiLL' I he unit \ rif t he country ’ w hieh 
the politicians alleged as their reason lor their 
own failure to make op their minds was a [lure 
hallucination. The strikes and industrial uii- 
resi winch tormed a da,rk episode at- an earlier 
[leriod were, alllaaigh serious enough in Iheni- 
•sches, but echoes of bygone cont rovcrsii's, 
signs ol niisnianagement on the part of the 
<I(uernm<-nl rather than of halfheartetine.ss on 
the part of the pco|ile, 'I'o the question 
whether the people coulii be Irusled the millions 
of voluntary recruits, to say nothing of tho 
infinite anil willing self sivcrilici- of all clas.ses, 
was a suflicient answer, d’o call forth this 
elTort, and to equalize, so far as pu.ssible, (ho 
burden, was the duly of the (lovemmetit. But 
the (ioveriuneiit could not t«i trusted to do its 
duty without computsion. It was piiblio 
opinion, not the initial ive of politicians, which 
look the vast majority of tho .stejis ossimtial to 
tho winning of tho war. 
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CHAPTER CXXVII 


THE GERMANS IN RUSSIAN 
POLAND. 


Tminii Inv.vsion.s—A u.'rtiNisTnvn\H L'aiititio.'i of Russian Poi.ank histwkkn (xEKM.any and 
Austria—(' i.iJMSY CIkrman 1 '>korts at (Joniulivtion—Droitino the Mask -I’russian Rijlk 

AT rjN WnRST-- \r)AnNISTRATIVH MaOIIINERV -'I’hu I’ol.ns AND THUIR MASTERS -LaW— Kl)(T( ATION 

-Warsaw IJnu'krsity Rwoprnkd -Tarannv in thk Suhools -Ranouaiik yuE.sTioN -The 
.Iews —'I'liu Censorshiu—Bconomiu B.xi'i.oitation—Spoliation of Rood and Raw M.\terials— 

(iENURAL DeA ASTATION -('rUSIIINO TAXATION -RrITISU ReLIEF OfFER Re.IEUI'ED. 


T UI'; oci'ii|)iitioii of Riiwiaii I’oliiml by 
llif (liTiiiftnio I’invpiv miw tlio rcMill 
of tlii'cc l■lUll|laii.'Il^i; Iliiuli'iibiii'^'s 
lii'sl ollciisiAr ilRaiiisI Warsaw, iu 
OclolwT. 11114; lii.s RiH'Oiiil iiiARsion of I’olaiiil 
Oiiliniiiatiii({ in tlio batllo of RoiR, In .Noponilii'r, 
11114; aiitl Ilip LToal ,‘\iistro-(li-riiian imIvioii-o 
ill till' KiimmiT of IllR'i wliirli, aftor (In' fall of 
Wansaw lai x\iiiriist. ">. Icfl I lie <'em nil Powers 
ill [lossessioii of file entiro ooiinlrv. Diiriiiy 
I lie lull wliieli inlervciied iu llie w inter and 
spring of l!ll4-l.'i. Ilie baftle-front to flie west 
of the X'istiila exiendeil along ji praelically 
straight line running north and south from Iho 
month of the Rzura to the month of the Nida. 
This line was during that period the eastern 
boundary of the part of Russian Poland oeeie 
picti hy the enemy. Meaiithiie norlli of the 
LoAver Vistula and of tlio Nareif. and in the 
gov'ernment of Siivalki, the re.si)cetive positions 
of the Gorman and liie Kiissian armies eon- 
liniied to undergo rapid and friapient cliangns. 
Hence no attempt was made by the enemy to 
introduce in those districts any fonii of giwern- 
ment otlier than tliat e.xereisod fiy the eoni- 
manders of tho occtipying amiies. The Lower 
Vistula between Vyahogrod and the Pntssiau 
frontier remained, ttp to the time when tfie 
Vol. VHI.-Part 9ii. 1.53 


Gennaii (Io\ernmen(-i leneral of Warsaw aaw 
estalilished, the northern frontier of Poland 
Mihjei't to a regular (lermaii mlministration. 

Within the oeeupied ;irea. the liorder line 
heiweeii till' .Austrian and the < lennan sphere.s 
was .selIll'll hy a I'oiipiaet eoncluded at Posen 
ill .hiiiiiarv, llll.i. The Ansirians n'ei ived the 
si'iitheni part, shorn, however, of its rii'lnst 
ami ni'ist populous regions; the eomili'y hor- 
ilering on Prussian Silesia and eiitiiprising the 
inihistrial eeii(re.s of Tchen.stoehova and So.s. 
iioviels, as well as a large porlion of the mining 
district of till! “ Ziiglemhie. " (“ Depres.sioii "), 
was ineludi'd in the tiermaii s|)hero of oceiipa- 
lion. tVitli some small modiliealions this 
delimitation was iiiaintaiue<l even after tho 
great advance in the summer of Ifll."); tho 
disposal of the new ncipiisil.ions aails settled at 
tv eonferenee of Austrian and German delegates 
in Septemher, and by an agreement eoncluded 
at Herliii oti Dwemlier 14, 1015, between the 
Austro-Hungarian Ambivs.sador, Prince (Jolt, 
fried zti Holienlohe-Si'hilliiigsfiirst and the 
German E'oreign Seenitivry, Herr von .lagow. 
East of Tomashoff the boundary wivs miwle to 
follow the Pilitsa down to its jtinetion with tho 
Vistula and from there it ran tip the Vistula to 
Ivangorod; between that fortress and the 
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Prince Leopold of Bavaria (1); the Archduke Fran?, Josef, Heir Apparent of Austria-HuniSary (2) ; 

and General von Woyrsch (3). 


River Btig, the soiitlicrii frontier of iJie lute 
Govcrimient of Sit'ditse was (Veepted 
dividing lino between the tno ociuipation-!. 
In tlio north, the Govi rrmient of Snvalki was 
separated from Poland, and oiiiday 1, 1910, was 
linked up with the Oov*)riunenti of Viina. In 
the cast, the Government of ('holm, though it 
formed no longer part of Russian Poliuid, was 
*!ncluded in the jtart administered by the 
Austrians. S(jme 74,(>47 .stiuare kilometres 
were thus imtluded in the German, and only 
about 62.:t(K( in the Austrian sphere. TIk? 
disproportion of population and wealtli Imi- 
tween th(' two divisions was infinitely more 
striking, as privetically all the induatrial districts 
and all the chief cities of Kuasian Poland were 
included in the Gorman share. The history of 
Russian Pohuid undt'r the enemy is therefore 
[)rimarily that of the country under CJerman 
tulministration. Kvery agreement concerning 
the delimitation of the two spheres emiihasised 
that, its stipulations were not meant to pit-judge 
in any way “ Ha- arrangements hereinaft.i-i- 
to be m.ide on the basis of the future jieace- 
treaty.” ^'et. it wits clear that, from the very 
beginning the Germans were careful to secure 


for themselves a favourable sfnUi-'i jioxsi'lniili 
with reganl to their allies, and lo occupy dis. 
triets which eoulil be made (o yield rich returns 
to the German treasury and the German 
traders. 

Tn the early day.s of August, I til 4, a distin- 
giiisheil Kus.sian Pole and his wife, wliom the 
outbreak of the war had caught in Posen, were 
making their way with the help of borrowed 
jiassports through Kasti-rn Germany. They 
expecti'd tho war-fever only to have sharpened 
the inveterate) German hatred of Poles, and 
therefore, an.xious os they w(-re to a\(iid any 
kind of incident, were r-areful not to la- heard 
talking Polish. Suddenly at some station, a 
Prussian oflieer who shared their railway com¬ 
partment, put his lieiul through the window 
and shouted out to some tellow oflieer in 
frightfully broken Polish: “How do you do, 
kind folk ? We are <-oming to libi'rate you ! ” 

Whilst German otlieers weri- thus priu'tising 
the phrase whii-li was meant to win them tho 
hearts of the Poles, a iletaehment of their 
troop.s under Major Preuski'r entered tho 
t.own of Kalish ; and, to us<> a historic jihrase. 
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“ it therefore was soon ablaze. ’ * Some 30,000 
of its inhabitantg scattered through Poland, a 
living evidence of the frightful fate of their 
homes. After that many a Polish peasant 
answered the prescribed greeting of the Gentian 
officers by muttering some grim question about 
Kalish, and, whilst bowing deep in feigned 
reverence, followed it up by unrepeatable 
curses, naturally incomprehensible to the now 
Polish “ scholars ” of the German army. The 
moral effect produced by the catastrophe of 
Kalish frightened the Germans themselves, and 
a certain measure of restraint was imposed on 
tlic coiiunanders. Even then German oflicers 
and soldiers continued to rob and steal, churches 
wort! desecrattxl, acts of gratuitous vmidalisui 
were eoirunittcd (the destruction of the ethno 
graphic museum at I.ovitcli may be quoted as 
ail example). Noviirtholess it is iriie to .say 
that during the first offensive in tietober, 1!U4. 
a definite attempt was iiuuie by the Germaii.s 
to conciliate the Polish population. Poreinosl 
in these endeavours was the |.ioliticia.n General 
von biobert, (ho first German governor of Lod/. 
fn the (last a well-known enemy of the Poles, 
he diseharged liis new duties wiffi considerabk’ 
|.aet and honesty. Mosf of ail, he earned the 
tliatiks .if the loeal population by cimlining lii.s 
inlerferenee within the real limits of thi‘ mili 
tary requiremiaiLs, and by not obstnieling the 
siif-help and autonomous aetivities in fiis 
disiriet. (.'ondilions were ililliiailt as they are 
bound to bt' in an invadetl i iamfry, but. as yet. 
not unbearable. 

Tben eame the Gorman retreat to the west 
and the .second invasion of Poland. The. new 
Gonnan rule began witli tbt! note of displea-ane 
and disappoint luent ; tlie Polos had not risen 
in their support. Tlic old propagantla Irieks 
were dropped, and the doctrine was now 
ofionly avowed that Poland was enomy-coimtry 
(Fv.imUsUind), and that it hail to he treafed 
lu-eordingly. Henceforth no Polish soitia! 
activity, no self-government was tolerated 
ex(!ept in so far as it served the convcuicnco of 
the German army and administration. A 
complicated system was cstablislied of a 

* Kniisli ^VH.^ lioinliardisl nml burnt, botwouu August 
4-8. Jtll4. 1 li'slrui'liiiu was in tluisi' ilays, in rulauil as 
in lt(.l|.iuin. ibe appriwnl tioriuaii uirt.liod tif ilealins 
witli luwiiK in which any assault against (lerinau snUliers 
WHS allcgtai to havn oci’uiTisl. lirri' is a tyjiiral army 
order : ** Huilscs or blocks from which shots arc tfml at 
German sokliorH vrill Im instantly blown tip or riir.i'd. Not 
cvi'u W'oinnri or chiklron will lai allowed t<> leave thoso 
liouses." (Signed) ttonONKi. Z01.1.KUS. (Puled) IVliou. 
stociiova, August 0, 1914. 


portly miiitar}’’ and partly civilian government. 
The supremo master in the country was natu¬ 
rally Field-Marshal von Ilindcnburg, the 
OberbefeMskaber Ost (Chief Commander in the 
East). It was by liis order that, in January, 
1916, was formed the “ Imperial tlerman 
Civilian Administrotiou for Hussion Poland.” f 
At first Posen was chosen for its headquarters, 
and even when a few months later it inigpoted 
to the province whieli it was to administer, its 
seat was fixed in the bonier town of Kalish, 
from where it tvas by no moans easy to eom- 



Extent qF Tertitory under Austro-Garman 
Administration, Winter /9/4 to Summer/9/Sf 
Sphere of German Occupation 
Sphere oF Austrian Occupation. _ 

„ Scale oF Miles. 
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miinieato with the different parts of (he country 
The civilian lulministration was therefore 
unable to develop the full measure of its 
activity until after its transfer to the conquered 
capital of Warsaw. German civilian otlieials, 
called Krelsi hi fn. were placed at file head of 
tfie proviiieial districts, imminully responsible 
to the civilian administration, but in reality 
bound liaiul and foot by tlie orders of the 
.‘Vi'iuy Command. The district of J.odz, the 
most imiiiiitant indusfrial area in (he whole 

4 Whnn till! Gonurtn.s resuiui-d tludr advance inlo 
I'liliiiid, in .J ime, 1111 .'1. ill; imnic was cinumed to “Imis' .'ial 
Gcmirtii Civiliiin .Ailiuinistriiiiiin for rohuid, uu me Left 
UiuiU of ilic Vislulu '• (link'n ikr M'cichaA). 
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coimtry, was entrusted to a PoUzeA-PrAgiUsnl 
(President of tho Police); Herr von Opi>f'n, a 
member of tho Diplomatic Corps, not an 
administrative bm'eaiierat, was appointed to 
that important post. J^odz was also made tho 
hcadquarti'r.s of a number of departments 
directly dependent on the Army Command 
(thus, c.g., the railway-administration, the 
censorship and press Vmreau, etc.). It beeamo 
the real centre of tlerman official and military 
opinion, and the Kimleryartcn for tho future 
govenunent of a mueh wider province. It was 
here that the policy of tho German adminis¬ 
tration in I’oland was evolved and settled, 
and that its first experiments were tritxi. 



GENERAI. VON ETZDORFF, 
German Governor of Warsaw. 

The new rulers of Poland were taken ahnost 
without exception from the ranks of tlie 
Prussian bim'aueracy, as some of them \is('d 
to insist with pride and pleasure. Admin¬ 
istrative reasons demanth'd that tlie bureau¬ 
cratic persomiel sent to itussian J’oland should 
have some knowlerlge of I’olish conditions; 
tins was naturally to b<- found only in tho 
eastern provinces of Prussia, in the so-called 
Ostmnr'kcu (I'lastem Marches). The officials in 
these districts belonged, however, to a quite 
peculiar category—their main tradition was 
hostility to everything Polish. For yr-ars they 
had iKKm trained to fight tho '* Polish peril,” 
and were rewarded for <?fficioncv in repressing 
any signs of nat irmal life and ambitions among 
the Poles. 'J'hey were permeated with hatred 
and contempt for Poland and tho Polos., 

It was from among these champions of tho 
Prang nach Oaten —tho (Serman advance pres¬ 


sing eastwards—that the Chief of the Civilian 
Administration, Dr. von Krios, liis assistant 
Herr von Bom-Fallois, and the whole host of 
minor officials, wore chosen. Aasmanoes were 
given from Berlin in the matter of regulations 
issued to them; after tho fall of War.saw, 
Herr von Delbriick, the German Minister of 
the rntorit)r, whilst on a ^'isit fo tlu^ Polish 
capital, personally locturetl tho Prussian 
officials on their attitude towards tho nativo 
population. All this ])roved of no avail. 
Insulting expressions continued to be freely 
used by the Germans in their official dealings; 
Polniache Schweine (Poli.sh swine) became a 
household word. Women of the uj)per (dasses 
were insulted ; Major Schultz, Conuuandor of 
Sosnovitd.s, actually used his ^iding-^^■hip on 
Polish faces. The Gennan Town-Chief of 
Zgiozh, bearing the attractive name of Stiibl, 
made a regular practice of slapping people in 
tho fiwe; he inflicted this t rt-almont, for 
instjvnce. upon a woman in a baker's shop Ix'- 
caiise she did not know the exchange of mark 
and rouble, fixed by tho German authorities ! * 
The host of minor German clerks, N.C.O.’s, 
etc., naturally followed the example of their 
superiors, and the “ smart ” Prussian manner 
could bo seen everywhere in full eclat .t 

Then iH'gligence, the usual companion of 
arbitrary and irre.sjionsible power, miou became 
a marked feature of the < Icrman managi'iuent 
of local alTairs in I’oland; otdy «hero the 
interests of the Fatherland and of the German 
army were conc<Tned did the Prussian tillicials 
maintain the high level ol ellicieney extu-tt'd 
from them at home. Yet, as |>ayment for all 

* Later on llorr StUbl onrae to grief owing to a *’ tno.st 
rogivttablo mfslako." A dog rmrkod at him in tho 
stro(jt : ho llioreforo gave u buuiiiig to it.s owner, 'tho 
owner retaliated. He hapftonud to bo t he loral (terinan 
mannfaol nrer. ILerr ifelTmann. Iferr 8ttihl had him 
arrested, together with his whole family, and, having him 
properly bound, tried onoe more hia .strength on him. 'I'he 
incident oauRed violent indignation in the local (lermnii 
colony, ond us they wore Qerinan.s, ffcrrSliibr« brilliant 
offieiul eivroer vamc to u premature ond. 

* d'ho well-known Styrian novelist U. If. Itnrtsch, a 
captain in the Anslro-Jlungarian erm.v. was sent, as an 
oUlrial reporter to German.y. lie visited also the “occu¬ 
pied diatriet-s ” and saw some samples of I'riissian 
Schneuligkeit (military Kmarincas). In a letter to 
t ho Viennese fVeuaaft IFtencr 2’ai/«Wu« ho dcscriljes how 
his oritinisra of the insolent behaviour of a I’riissian 
olTioonwos answered with tho remark that this man was 
prepared at any moment to lay down his life fur his 
ootmtry. “ Thereupon I replied : * ] know and appre¬ 
ciate that. But however groat a hero ho may be, he con 
never kill oven one-tenth of the enemies which his 
manners create fur his Fatherland.* ... I should like 
to see it calculated how mueh blood has flowed, simply 
beeaiiso that smartness has become fashionable I It 
would make a ghastly account . . ■” 
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ENEMY TROOPS ENTERING A POLISH VILLAGE. 

The inhabitants nave to taKe off their hats to a detachment of Austrian cavalry. 


their brutulily and indolence, the btireaut^rafcic st'al/Cinont that not a sinjfle pennv is paid by 

army of occupation exactetl a heavy tribute. the (Jornmn I'Impire for th(' aduiiniKtrat.ion of 

Aa vra.s pointed nut in the German Reichstag the fKictipiori districts, l^tu'so (listricts thein- 

on May 20, 101(1, by the Socialist Herr iSt iicklen, selves have to raise the necessary sums. . . .” 

the German oflicials in Russian Poland, though In these circumstances the chief tlesirc and 

not exposed (.o any |)articular dangers, were concern of the local jwpulat.ion was to n'Strict 
jtaid twice the salaries which they would have their dealings with the Gomian officials to a 

received at home. His dem^d for a reduction minimum, and to settle by thcinselves and 

of that unjustified oxpendittaw was answ’cred among themselves their own affairs. And 

by the Under-Secretary, Dr. Lewald, with the indeed the Germans were quite willing to 
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allow this witliiii certain strictly defined limits. 
The one thing which they could never admit 
was the estahlislunent of a co-ordinated system 
of self-governing bodies acting imlependently of 
the (acnnan authorities—in short, an 3 ^hing 
w liich might have suggested the idea of Tolish 
autonomy and government. A certain sem- 
hiaiu^e of corporate action and of government 
by consent was nevertheless welcome to the 
(h'rnians. It was more eonvenient to esact 
from towns and districts the performanis' of 
services requiit'tl by tile (icrinan army and 
administration, and to burden tlHUii «itli the 
execution of works of military value, tbnn to 



POLISH REFUGEES. 

A family leavinS a town just before the arrival 
of German troops. 

hove to transact business with an unorganiKcd 
crow'd. “ Whi-re thi-re is nothing, even the 
Einjieror forfeits his claim,” says on old 
German proverb. Tliis is tnu' with regard to 
individuals, but eorjiorations can be made to 
mortgage their future. I’olish towns and dis. 
tricts, wlicro nothing more could have been 
raised by taxation or even confiscation, were 
made to undertake (sistly works of strategic 
importance on money btirrowed in Germany - 
clearly the raising of loatis was a I ratisaetiim 
which could not have been uiidcrtakiot without 
j-onic appearance of repr<'scntativ<< govern¬ 
ment. Thus— e.g., in whilst the 

expi ndifnn! of the Gity of Wai-saw exceeded 


f ve to mx times its income, it had to spend 
between August ii, ISHfl, and March 14, 1916, 
on executing the orders of the German adminr 
ist ration, practically its entire revenue. Finally, 
oiic<- the country had been thoroughly stripped 
of all resources and foodstuffs, it W'as advan¬ 
tageous to have local bodies to take charge of 
the starving population, beg for help in foreign 
countries, search for food among neutral 
neighbours, and clamour for the relaxation of 
embargoes tuid blockiules—and as their des- 
))er^vte ('iforts were bearing fruit, the Geniians 
could start again the work of spoliation. 

At the time of the now Austro-German 
advance in the summer of 191.'), Kussian 
I'oland, and espeeially the Government of 
Warsaw, was covered by a network of Citizens' 

('oininittecs, presiiled over by flic Ccaitral Coin- 
mil fee at Warsaw, and develojiing a most 
eiiergelie and iM'nefieiiil relief lU'tivity. On tlii- 
evaeuation of l’f>land by the Hii.s.sians, tliesi- 
<'oininittees IiimI naturally to take o^■(•r eertain 
go\-ernment functions, if only I" prevent the 
eounfrv from being plunged into anareby. 
Hardly liad the I’russian bureiuieraey hiul time 
to settle in the newly occupied territory, when 
the Ci-iitral Citizens' Committee atid all the 
local eoniinit.tees (with the exee[ilion of that of 
th(! City of Warsaw) were dissolved hy an order 
of tlie new' Governor-GeiiiTal of Warsaw,* \'on 
Heseler, dated Septeinher 12, 1915. Tlie ex- 
[ilanation given was that the Cent ral Conuniltee 
had iindertaken “ political ai-f ion ” by a])|)oint- 
ing judgt'S ; by raising taxes; and by organizing 
(lolice forces and issuing permissions to carry 
anus. ” The organization of relief-jwt ion (lassi-s 
tiiorefore entirely into tlu' hands of (be GiTinan 
inlministration. . . 

The results of the dissoltition of (he 
Citizens’ Conniiittees were ca(astrophi<'aI. 
In the Governinent of Warsaw alone it 
entailed the closing of 2lt hosjiitals and lltl 
disjjensaries, the stopping of sanitary and 
hygienic action viwcination) ; the (dosing 
of some 19(1 centres of food-distribution, 

* Jliirjng tlie first month utter tin* fall <*f tVursnw. tin) 
tionmtn connaiWKlcrs innl governors ehungint in i|ui<'k 
siinecssion. Tin' firs), niilitilry I'ojinmunli'r of Wlirsliw 
wns (Jeiienil H)tron vt>n Si’lielTi’r.Ifoyadel, the first 
govnrnor (ioneral (ieis'Ui-. After soini' ten days tin- 
latter was sneee)sh)d hy (leneral von Ktz.dorff. Jn (he 
final'sett h'Dient. *)( tin- (iov*‘rmnenl, (teneral von Ih-seler 
l>eeai))n (tovi-rnor-Oenernl of )‘ola))>l titnier Oennuti 
oi-cnpation. (Ioneral von Ktzilorg reiiinined (lovernor of 
Warsaw, Ilerrvofi fll)isonap|) bocaine police.prt'sidonl of 
W)irsaw, whilst Dr. von Kries unit Hiirr von Born- 
Kallois riitnined their planes at (he head of the (tenniin 
Civilian Administration. 
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POLISH KRFUGEES. 

Inhabit ants leaving a town in Poland before the 
German occupation. 

Home I.')!! ton lioUMt'S. luiti ubciut 200 wholcMalo 
provision shops ; of ti. ri'ftiK<‘o htirotni holpint; 
liboiit S.ttOO poopit'; of IlOO s*dto(»ls. jnit.l Jniliiy 
libfiirii’s uiiil halls. Klown inspiMtorates ot 
eivie police tiiitl about 0,000 .special coiistnbh'S 
were preveiiletl from ili.seharj;ing their duties, 
thus leaving many districts praelieall\' witlioiit 
any polna* protection. .All work mtderlahen by 
the laimmittecs on the reconstruction of de¬ 
stroyed towtis and villages came to an abrupt 
"lid, 

'I'he Cermau *'relief action " w hich in the 
autumn of lOlo was to replace the work of the 
thti/.i-ns’ Committees, eonsisied. as will be 
shown further on, mainly in tin- issuing of 
regulations for the trade in foodstulTs; t.hc.sc 
rt'gulal ions were designed in such a manner as 
to enable the (Jennans to i-xporl considerable 
amounts of food front Poland, w liil.st taxing the 
populatiiai most heavil_v on wlaitcver was left 
for local consumption. The misery in the 
country was growing rapully ; the death rate in 
Warsaw -which was by no means worst otf— 
rose between .August and October, 1915, from 
15‘8S to ;t4 pro mill, (calculated by the y'car), 
whilt' in some provincial tow'ns conditions 
were even worse. At last, in Deccinbei’, 1915, 
the Oernutn aut-horitics allowed tlso re¬ 
constitution of the Coinmittoos under a now 


name, and with a very striet limitation of 
their work to purely philanthropic action. 
However, even in tin.- domain conflicts could 
not be avoideil: thus, c.g., in April, IHlti, ail 
the members of the Food Section handed in 
their ro.signation, because the German ollicials, 
besulos hampering thoir work, took it upoit 
themselves to sign with the name ot the Sect ion 
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INHABITANTS LINED UP TO RECEIVE BREAD RATIONS. 


onli'r.s reluting to food questions which tlie 
Section liad definitely n.'lused to accept. 

Early in 1916 the novernniont-Goheral of 
Warsaw published an order which created n 
kind of “conneils” for 20 districts of Western 
Poland. Their coinYictenee was to include 
poor relief, the care of roods, and payments 
towards the building of new railways (t.c., thos<.> 
required for military purposes), public health 
(in so far as the stamping out and prevention 
of <'pid<-mics which might have spread to 
the Oerman Antiy w<‘ro concerned, the Oer- 
rnans did vc'ry good work, sometimes in a 
gritnly humorous manner); * liustly, “ ot her 
economic affairs.” I’he executive power of t he 

•Till) following is an anthoritio story: On onleriiig 
tlio towrn of I.ovitoh tho German cointnanilor siiintnonocl 
the local notables and tolil tlicm that unless the town 
was properly clean by the next day he would have them 
all shot, 'they know that ho mcani what he said, and 
took good care to save their lives. On the next day 
the oommaiulei; assured them that had they failed to 
••lean tho town ho would have gone on api>oinling and 
eourt-inartialliiig the “ nleaning committoes" until tho 
<lesiro(f effect was reaehol. 

In April, HUB, an Order was nuhlished by the German 
authorities in Lodr. for fhe arrest of all dirty and ragged 
people covered with vermin. They were to be properly 
cleaned—hut at their own exisniso. For this purpoxo 
they were to be kept at forced labour until they liad 
’Compensated the authorities for tho expense of tho 
opnration. 


district council was vested in the Gonutui 
Kreischef and the uflieitils njtpoinlctl by him. 
The council itself was to consist of the Krriachof 
and twelve to twentv four memhers. The.stt 
“ aro cicfded by tiie iiihuhitants ; tho fniuchisti 
is to 1«3 def erntined by the (lov enior-Uoncrnl : 
tho life of the council covers six years. 'J’ho 
members of the, fimt cotmcil, however, or their 
KticcosBors in ca.so of vaetmeies, will be appm'iitnd 
by the. Chief of the Civilian AdminiHrtilion. . . .” 
A bigger farce of “ rt'presentative ” gov'crn- 
ment could hardly have boon cimeted. 

Towartls the end of November, Itll.l, articles 
on German othnini-stration in Ritssian Poland 
wi're published in difforont Gei-man pnptirs. 
They rescmbletl one another to a remarkable 
extent—p.g., concerning the establishment of 
jurisdiction after the withdrawal of tho Russian 
annies luid administration thej’ told the same 
lie in very similar words. There were three 
degrees of jurisdiction in Russian Poland, of 
which the lowest—the oHices of justices of 
petq-o and magistrates—were filled by local 
citizens, the tw'O higher degrees by |>rof()saional 
judges. These judges, being Russian officials, 
left with the Russian armies. Accoriling to tho 
Gennan Press, the local barristers then refused 
to fill their places “ for fear of a return of the 
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Kussians,” * and thus through their fault tho 
outire judicial system was upset, tmtil Oerman 
judges wore brought to fill the empty seats of 
justice. I'his statement, incredible in itself, 
stands in glaring contradiction to tho fact that 
one of the reasons given for the <lisaolution of 
the Citizens’ Committees by the (Icinuuis, had 
l>een their attempt to appoint juilgos. But 
from the earlier history of the judicial system 
under the Gorman administration, and the 
regulations then introduced, can be got a full 
explanation of the refusal of I’olish barristers 
to take a .share in juristliction. 

At first the administration of tho law, in so 
far os it was not affected bv the military 
government, was left in tho hands of tho 
••itizons themselves. Suddetdy, in March, l!Mr>, 

• Max WioMHiier, in tho /•'rankfurtcr Zeitutitj, Novem¬ 
ber 23, 1W15: “The work in tlio hinbor courts had 
come to a slandstill. ... An attempt was made ti» get 
barristers to accept tho places; those ndinsed, |)erhaps 
liccttuso they were afraid that they might liavo lo suffer 
if tho Russians roturnod.” 

Raul Harms, iti i\io Jierltner Tfitfrbittit, iSovinnht'r 25, 
1015: “ Dilfioultios nroifwj in tlic higher courlK. . . . Tho 
ulLenipt to till the places with iNilish lHwy<Ts failed in 
view of thi‘jr refusal : they were evidently afraid *»f tlie 
possible oonsetjueiiers in the <’ase if the Kiis.siHnr> 
returned.’* 

Paul Lonseh (a (rcnnaii KoeiiilLst), in tho Vienna 
Arheiler^Zritimg of Novombnr 30, 1915: “ * . . No 
ollieials, no police, no jud^'cs. , ♦ . AfuJ tho Poles fre¬ 
quently refiwfMl cO'Operalion, because thoj^ were still 
eoiiiiting upon a rotiirn of tho UiisMians. . . 


without any apparent reason, tho German 
administration published a new Order to oissrato 
from April 1. In tho local courts the law, 
lirocedure, and language romained unchanged ; 
but only for tho time l>eing, and for practical 
reasons, tho remark being added : “ If all th<f 
I urtios in the local court si>oak German, the case 
ought to be carried on in German.” Into the 
liighor courts tho Gorman language and pro¬ 
cedure were introtiuced. The now organiza¬ 
tion of the jurisdiction, framed hajihazard by 
tho Gorman bureaiuTOcy, without any con¬ 
sultation with the lawyers of Russian Poland, 
and without any regard to the trailitions and 
needs of the country, produced indignation 
among the J’olcs. It was a polilical coup 
d'etat, which imposed on Poland the German 
language as official, introduced German officials 
and Germon procedure, fixed the Supreme 
Court outside the herders of the country (at 
I'osen), and finally supersede! the practioe 
which hod lasted for more than ii century l>y 
which tho Code Ts'ajioleon was biiiding.t From 
the point of view of law it was absurd, for the 
jirocedure was now mixed so that a case was 
judged in the fir-st instance according to the 
procedure of Russian I’olainl, but in the second 
instance iwcording to tho Genniin jirocedure. 

t'l'heCodo Napoleon in HuHKiaii PoUmtl is a niirvival 
of Ihe Nafjoleonic Orand-Tluchy of Warnaw'. 



THE CONTENTS OF A POLISH CHURCH THROWN OUT AND DESTROYED 

BY THE GERMANS. 
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POLISH REFUGEES AT A GERMAN QUARANTINE STATION. 


In cuirtnin districts tlio Gcrnxin authorities 
callofl upon the Polish lawyers to lake part in 
the organization of the jurisdiction, whieii was 
to i>e based on the prineipl<« jjiven abov<' ; 
naturally they met with a refusal. The t)ar- 
risters pointed out the defects of the new Order 
with regard to the law ; they show(‘d that it 
did not lit the political eoiulitions and protested 
against the introduction of it (leriuanizing 
principle into the jurisdiction. They also 
<•lnphasized the fact that the population itself 
was quite cnjiable of undertaking the care of 
the law, and that the barristers, as citizens of 
Poland, would not assist in the work of Ger- 
manizatiun. This attitude of the local barristers 
gave rise to all kitids of oppression by the 
authorities. ContributioiLS wert; imposed on 
towns (Lodz, Sosnoviets, Bendzin) under the 
pretext that the money was needed for the 
importation of Gennan oHicials; in certain 
places the barristers were deprived of the- 
right of practising. At Lodz, the President of 
the Police, Herr von Ofqxsn, having met with 
a sharp criticism of the new arrangement on l.he 
part of tho lawyers, demanded from the legal 
section of the f.'itizens’ Committee that within 
24 hours judges be supplied to act under the 
new system (of coiirsi*. only for tho courts of 
tho first instance). Tn cn.se of refusal ho 
throatened severe reprisals against the town 
and tho lawyers ; naturally, under these circum¬ 
stances, tho only possible answer was a cate¬ 
gorical refusal. He then imposed a contribution 


on till' city and closed the law courts, hiol even 
(lending eases wen’ allowed to be concluded. 
The barristers Avi'n- de|)rive<l of the right of 
Iiractising in the German courts. At the doors 
of the chambers of the barristers of Lodz 
apijcarcd the compulsory notice of n'fuval to 
accept any cases, whemis new jilates appeared 
at the doors of unquaiitii.'d clerks of tloiditful 
standing. In case of c’ontravention of the 
German (irohibition, the barristers of l^oilz 
were threatened with internment in a German 
camp for eivilian prisoners ; one actually 
suffered that penalty. In a city with a popula¬ 
tion of .51)0,01)0 hdiabitants jurisdiction was sus- 
jiended for two months. When. at. last, German 
courts were opened,ililTenmt trii'ks wereinvi'ilted 
in ordi'r to keep away the jiartiiis (e.g., fi'cs 
were e.xactod beforehand). As ainatt<T of fiwt 
these preeautions were unnecessary : the Gennan 
ofllcials who were brought to preside in those 
courts showed such exemplary inefliciency and 
such terrifying igntiranee of conditions, that 
the population did all it could to avoid having 
its business brought before the judges. But 
tho Germans claim that it was they who intro- 
ilueed law and order into Kussian Poland. 

Mutalifi tnv'andix the history of the law 
courts of Lodz is also that of the Warsaw 
tribunals and of the jurisdiction in otluir 
(larts of the country. A few significant 
passages may be quoted from pniiers apfnw- 
ing under Atistrian or Gennan censorshi)). 
The Novxi Reforma fCracow) stated under 
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date of November 1, 1016, tliat a meeting of 
Warsaw lawyers took place on October 28. 
“ H. Konic was in the chair. After lieated 
disciiHsions which lasted from 10 a.m. till after 
midnight a vote was taken at 1 n.m. on tlie 
question whether Polish lawyers arc) to iwt ivs 
justices of peace in the courts.” (Here follow 
si.x lines suppressed by the Austrian censor.) 
I'ho question was decid<'d in the negative. On 
November 18, M. II. Konic was d<'ported to 
(lerinany. Hi'rr Wiessner, in his eulogy of tlu! 
(Jerinan administration in the h'raiikfurirr 
Zcilttmj of No\’euiber 2.'1, stated that “ even 
barristers had to be summoned from I Jermany.” 
The reader caa guess by himself the other parts 
of the story. 

To the whole world the German Pre.ss 
announced the news fif the reopening of the 
Polish Ihiiversity at Warsaw— the rest was 
silence. And yet it is the ((uestion of primary 
and secondary education which is the most 
important, from the national point of view, for 
they, and not the Univ<‘rsity, eonceni the wide 
musses of the population mo,st intinmtily, 
and even in the life of the com|)aratively few 
chosen, cover the decisive, formative |)eriod. 

In Warsaw, on the retreat of the llussians, 
the care for education devolved on the t'itizen.s' 


Committee. This body immediately formed a 
Board of Education, consisting of four of the 
most jjrotninent citizens of Warsaw, two Poles 
and two .lews. It was then reinforced by 
technical exports, ami the four religious bodies 
(Boman Gatholic, .Icwish, Lutheran and Gal- 
vinist) were invited to select representatives. 
On August 2 : 1 , lllir), on the motion of the 
Hoard, eoinjiulsory primary education was 
deckled upon by the Citizens’ Committee, and 
however bad was the linancial comlition of the 
eity, a credit of i'l82,70l» was voted for educa¬ 
tion. Meantime tho work on primary and 
.secondary schools, and even on kindergartens, 
was canii'd lai. 

Then came the unavoidable intervenlion 
of the Geriiuiu authorities. Fi.'Id-.Marshal von 
llindcriburg appeared in the new role of an 
educationalist. In an Order published from 
Ilead((uartcrs on August 24, HMi), he laid down 
the law for school organization and edticationni 
policy in Poland under German ixs-upation. 
No new school boards were to bi- formed, no 
schools were to be. founded, no teachers ap- 
I ointeil without the eoiisenl of the Genium 
authorities. Teachers in )irimary schools are 
a](poinled and may be removed by the German 
Kii’i.sfli( fn. AH books usiwl in schools require 
the sanetion of the Gcnnan administration. A 



HERR DELBRUCK, (x) German Imperial Minitter of the Interior, and HERR VON Lf^BELL, 
Prunian Minieter of the Interior, on a tour of inspeetion in Rutsian Poland. 
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<Ustin(*tion nmde Jxitwoen schools oii a 
basis of natioi^ality and confession. Then.* 
were to be (1) Gennnn, (2) .lewish, and (3). 
I’olish schools. All IVote.stnnt schools wore 
classed as Gentian. In all Gentian and Jewish 
elententary schools t he language of instruetion 
was to be Gemian ; in the Polish schools, Polish; 
but in these (icrnian wa.s to be taught in the 
higher fonns. 

A nioro flagrant atteiiipt at enforced Ger- 
iiiaiii:6atiuii and the sow'ing of internal dissen¬ 
sion among the poinilatiim of Poland could have 
hardly been made. Many of the Protestants 
in Poland art' of Gennan extraction, but the 
greater part, even of these are no more Gorman 
than the Prandeiibtirg Huguenots are Kreiich. 
Although a certain small group of the Jewish 
upper classes in Poland have bocoiiio Polonisod, 
the great mass of the .lows in Poland forms 
imdoubteilly a nation in itself, owing to race. 


traditions, culttiro and language. YeJ if their 
language is not to be Polish {which > in itself 
would hardly destroy their separate nc^tjionality), 
it can be only Yiddish oi< Hebrew—never 
German. • 

As the restilt of a most vigproiis protest on the 
part of the Jewish comniunity of Warsaw 
against the introduction of German into its 
schools, the German administration allowed 
I’olish to remain the language of instruc¬ 
tion in Jewish schools in which it IumI been 
taught before the publication of the Onler of 
August 24, 19H>. The .Jewish community 
answered with a new memorandum pointing 
out that ignorance of the Polish language 
is for the Jews a serious handica]) in profes¬ 
sional life ; that the peaceful intereomrse of I'oles 
and Jews requires that the Jews should learn 
Polish ; that they wish to do so : and therefore 
ask that Poli.sh should be the language of 







THE REGISTRATION OF CATTLE. 

Pe^t•nt farmers refisteriog the number of oows -and horses preparatory to havin| them commandeered 

by the German military authority. 
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GERMAN RULE IN POLAND. 
Inhabitants of a Polish town drawn up for registration. 


inBlriiotioii in tlicir ki IiooIs. Evon tin- Zionists 
niul tho Jowisli workinnn’s orpinizations. w liilst. 
jintitionini; for Ilclirco an<l '^'i<l<lisli as l lio lan- 
jrnaoos of instniotion. ih'?nan(h'(i that I’olish 
also shoulii he tan^hl in tho Jowisli soliools. 
All |H-titions proved of littlo use. Whilst 
proposing (o estahlish a new tihetlo for the 
I’olish .lews and devilopint; |ilaus (o prtwenl 
their iininigration info (lerinuny (tt'ri (cs/ir/rc), 
the CJerman aniliorilies were di-lennined to 
tlerinanize th<-in in Poland ; ct imjirm. 

Siinilnrly the l’ro|<sliint e.rininunily of War¬ 
saw petitioned atfainsl the (ierniani'/.ation of iis 
sehools. In a nii’inonitidiini to the t^ivili in 
Adinini.stration they |)ointecl out that llie 
J’rotestanis in I’olmid must not f'e idcaitilied 
vvitli (iernimi nationality ; that aeeordint' lo t he 
(wtinmtes made in 1907 by tlie Snperinlendeid- 
(loimral of tho Prolr’stant eonimnnity of War¬ 
saw, out of 2(),(»00 tneinlwrs at tlie utmost 
l),0l)0 were Oernians ; that the pereentapt' was 
now even leas, as most of 1 he German Protestants 
laid btsai rentovi'd by tlie Eu-ssians from the 
war-zone, ete. All these arguments naiurally 
fell on deaf ears. 

Jlut evon tho Polish sehools lawl not yet 
seen tho end of their ti’Ouble.s. 'Hindenburp's 
Order of August 24, 191.5, was merely the 
starling point of a long aeries of measures, some 
general, others local, but all aiming at the 
same object : to withdraw the elementary 
sr-hools from t he control of the Polish Hoard of 
Education, anil to put them under (ierman 
supervision. These ilifferont, particular in¬ 


junctions u'ore codified in an flrder of Dr. von 
Kries, iliiled October 9, 191.5, and .stating that 
the only <’oni|)elent authorities in si'hool 
matters in Poland under German occupation 
would be henceforth the German Hoard of Edu¬ 
cation, which will issue orilers concerning the 
plan of teaching, the books to bo used, and the 
<■ntu■^• organization of schools Thereupon, on 
October 29, Prince Z. laihoiuirski, in the name 
of the I’itizcu.s’ (’onimittee, pre.senUid a memo¬ 
randum to GoM-rnor-ttoncral von Hcseler 
arguing that the only Jiroper authority for 
i.ssuing these regulations is the Polish Hoard of 
Educatiiai which is anyhow suiiject to German 
control. “ l.et the German authorities leave 
to the Polish nation the education of its I'hildren, 
and the teaching of adults. No one will do it 
better for us than we can oiirselve.s.” 

No attention was paid to the memorandum ; 
potty ojipression and .senseless interference even 
in the smallest details continued as before. 
The host- of overpaid (.iermati ollic.ials * was 
desirous to I'stablish its absolute authority 
over Polish education, and every day brought 
somi- new Germanizing mnovation.s (thus - e.i/., 
ciaitrary to llindenburg’s Order of August 24, 
an attempt was made to introdiiiMi tlie teaching 

• Men witlinal any Icnmvteilge of I’olisti comlilinns nr 
.‘veil .if the I’lilisli liuigtiiige were jwit in ehiirge ot I’lilisli 
eitueittieii. 'I'tie etiief of tlie ttermnn Ilnarit was l’rof. t >r. 
11 .relit, frein Diaselilorf; tiinlcr lain Iferren Sehtuien- 
li irg. 'riiiier mid Mailer, of whom only one nndcr.stood 
I’otiHli. 'I'tie sclio.il insiiootors were all oil tier (terinmis 
(Fratsk.., Itriilin. (Itlo, ote.) or OormaniKod SIav.s, as is 
stinwn b.v the sjielliiig of their names (.Sakobielsky 
SKunceisky. .IniidriiKcliko, Datschko, CVliulkn, etc.). 

90-3 
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MILITARY COURT-MARTIAL. 

A Russian soldier charged with espionage. 


of Cionnan ovt'n info flic lowest tonns of tlii' 
I’olisli .sohools). On Novcinlior 17, Ifflii, the 
Cifizons’ Committee of Warsaw a(I(lres.serl fo tlie 
(lerioan authorities a second memorandum. It 
deals in a mosl. dignified manner wit h a number 
of t|uesfions arisinft out of f,ho Cierman infer- 
fert'nce,* and conelude.s with tho following 
summary : 

“ 1. The is.suing of new Orders by I he Cerman 
authorities is a denial of our natural rights, and 
of rights whieji we claim in the name of our 
culturi!. 

“ 2. Tlu? Orders issued are eonf rary to our 
nisnls. 

“ 3. In view of tho local petlagogieal iiwds. 
till' feacliing of a fori'ign language (Ooruuui) is 
out of jilace.” 

“ Having considered the Memotandiim of 
the Citizens’ Committee,” began 0(>ner’ul von 
Beseler’s reply, “ I am compelled in viow of its 
tenor to refuse on answer. It entirely ignores 
the position which becomes the Citizens’ Com¬ 
mittee in relations with al’ower of occupation.” 

Matters were clearly driving towards n crisis. 
Herr von Glasenapp, I’olice-I’resident of VV’ar- 


• Of S(>eeial interest is (lie point concerning tho pro- 
purntion of » schwil map fnr roland. “We have not 
ijoen summoned,’* says f ho memoramjum. “ to assist 
in tile work of draftitjg a rnaj> of our country, the whole 
of wliicti wo know. Who will deeiiio for us whore 
Poland begins and where it emts, since it has hitherto 
remained partitioned ? Tlie Polish nation enters a 
firm and calegorieal protest against the fixing of the 
tairdera of Poland by the authorities of occupation of 
ono Btote before the eoneliision of tlio war, in which so 
many States take part.” 


saw, forbade memlMrs of tho Board to visit 
schools or assist at the examinations of teachers. 
The Board, seeing itself deprived one by one of 
all its rights, decided to dissolve. Pruice Jaibo- 
mirski f ried to plead with the German autho¬ 
rities ; it was useless. In tho last dajlfe of 
January, 1910, the Warsaw'Board of Education 
closed ilJi activities in viow of the impossibility 
of cooiierating with tho German authorities. 

Very similar was the fate of tho Pvilish schools 
in other parts of tho country under German 
administration. It will bo sulTiciont to quote 
but one fact : that in Nov'ciuber, 1915, all tho 
I’olish town councillors of LcmIz voted against 
tfio grants of money for education ” as uiidc'r 
the conditions created by Herr Sakobielsky 
(the German school inspector) all work .seems 
bo])eIess.” 

But what about the famous I'liiv'ersity and 
Technical High School ojicned at Warsaw by tfio 
Gormans ? Some light is tlirovvn on t hat 
subject by an interview with Fallicr Gralewski, 
one of the most prominent members of the 
Polish Board of Educ’ation at Warsaw, pub¬ 
lished in the Ni'tic Ziireher Zcihmg of March 20, 
191(>. “ 'I’hc German authorities rofiiscHl to let 

the Board liear the (^xpeiisi's of establishing 
and maintaining the High Schools, and agn>ed 
to their establishment only on the express 
condition tlult they should be maintained by 
the German authorities. ’The Germans,’ said 
Father Gralevv'ski, ‘ in founding these High 
Schools, were playing a political game, when'os 
we Foies saw in tliein a pliwie of learning.’ ” 

In all (snintries the eeiisorsliii) seeurfkl for 
itsc'lf during the w'Rr a place in history by its 
unconscious humour and exotic ciiter|irise. 
M't none can dis|)ut<’ the first place to the 
German <;ensorship in Poland. We pass over 
tho things which it suppressed or deleted, the 
corrections which it proscribed—sometimes 
evon in poetry—its standing orders concerning 
“ things not to bn mentioned,” etc. It was all 
tlone under the cxjjcrt guidance of Geheimrat 
Herr Georg Gleiiiow, Hie autfior of several 
books on Poland and Polish history, notorious 
for their hostile bias against the Poles. Yet 
more interesting t han his literary iwitivities were 
his business dealings. 

From tho very outset of his career as chief cen¬ 
sor at I-odz ho knew liov to combine this office 
with tho part of a newspaper proprietor. He 
spoke in all the langtiages ; he founded, ran, or 
supported newspajiers in Polish, German and 







THE TIMES HISTORY VF THE WAR. 


167 


Yiddish * ; ho claimed to voice the thonglits 
of every nationality. Could anyone have btsui 
a more fit censor to control their thoughts in 
less aiithoritntive publications ? Anyhotv. his 
papers were the best; they always knew every¬ 
thing first (at Warsaw the censor's office <’losed 
at 0 p.m., so that only the censor’s pajM-rs <!oukl 
publish the freshest news). Then the supply 
of paper ga\'e rise to an.\iety to otlier editors ; 
not to the censor and newspaper f)wner in one 
person. Tlie providential German /Ve.v»<'ecr- 
irnllung (Press lulminist ration) took the trade 
in ])rinting ])a|MT mto its own hands, fi.xed its 
price at for the wagon, and refused to 

sell it in smaller quantities. In lillO it even 
started to ration papers. Jhit cv<“n that was 
not yet the worst. Distribution by mail was 
refiLsed to iiKle|)emlent ])apors. And finally, 
however much they were muzzled atal curtaile<l, 
no I’olish papers wire allowed to leave thi- 
country under (h'rinan occupation. 'I’liey were 

• intcTostinj; is tlio story of tlio daily 

(i "himt aliiidi sturtod imidicalion at l.od/- at 

the Now our of liUti. tty inisreprcMoiitatioiiM ills odiior 
olitainod fnan ilitToroot. diKtiiigiiisliod jVili.slt writers tiio 
promise of eooporatioii. Wlien they becaino aware of 
tile true sililatioo llioy tritsi to willalraw llieir mooes, 
toil tile eensorsltip diil not allow tiair letters to lie 
prinUitk It also stippresseti the letter of Rl. t'. X. 
Jankowski denying in terms in no \oi\ nlTonsixe to the 
paper tlio news that he was going to aet as its see- 
rutiiry. 


not to carry through the world the new« of 
German oppression, economic spoliation and 
financial exactions, the marks of wliich it was 
almost impossible to remove altogether from 
tl«! daily news of local events. 

It was through other channels that the truth 
of tile situation was made known to the world. 
.‘Vriicics which kept njipeariiig periodicallv in 
I'he Times unfolded a [tictiirc ot harelaeed 
robbery and entlless suffering such u.s could 
hnrtlly ha\'e been iwcepted us true, had not each 
asserlioii been supjiortod by data imtl facts, 
HOIK' of which was ever dis|irovt'<l, or even 
.seriously challeiigetl, by any Geiiiuui sUdesmaii 
or writi'r. 

The economic exploitation of Poland by the 
Oeimans assumed every possibli- form of 
spoliitlion. Money was extorted bj' means of 
cm,shingly hravy taxes, coni rihutions. finCs, 
fees, excistt duties, fiscal monopolies, and 
cnforctsl fraudulent money exchanges. 1'he 
maItTial re.souices of the country were sucketl 
dry by Iho conli.seiil ion utul re(|ttisitioning ol 
fooilsltills, cattle, raw materials, and nmchiiiery, 
anil by the tlevastation of forests—in short, 
by the carrying away of I'verything which it 
was possible to it'iuove. Commercially', I’oland 
was ruined by the ilelibeiate immobilization of 
its intlii.stries, by most unfair forms of prt'fer- 



A POLISH FAMILY, WITH ALL THEIR WORLDLY BELONGINGS, STRANDED BY 

THE WAYSIDE. 
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enco oonoedod to German traders, and by corn- 
moroial inonojiolies (ironted in their favour. 
Finally, labour wl)ieb might have been employed 
in the roeonstruetion of the ecuintry devastated 
by the war, had only the neeessary materials 
boon spared fri.m (ieiman rt'Cjuisitiona, was 
iniido to serve the Geimnn strategie neetls, 
wherever on opportunity arose ; and where it 
<-ouId not be employed loeally for Gorman aims, 
an orgaiii/.ed attempt was made to carry it 
away to Germany for the use of Gennun 
industries, to work under conditions amounting 
practically to indenture. 

Geiman spoliation began with the requisi¬ 
tioning of food, cattle, and raw materials. 



GhNhKAL VON BESELEK. 


For weeks in the autumn of 1914 tluaisauds of 
Gennan wagons were carrying off from Poland 
the grain, potatoes, etc., which hiwl bci'ii com¬ 
mandeered. Early in li>l.">an Order was pub¬ 
lished forbidding private traile in grain, (lour, 
and other country produce between dilTerent 
districts of Poland under German twi-upation, 
and the sole right of trading in them was vesteil 
in a Gennan Inniort Company, the notorious 
Wareneinfithr-Oeselliichafl. Field-Marshal von 
Hindenburg was closely connected with it, and 
it was ho who arbitrarily fi.xeel the prices at 
which the motiopolv' bought and sold foial- 
stuiTs in Pussinn Polaml. Thus the faiU 
was ((uotod at a meeting of the Town Council 
of l.odz, in November Ihlo, that the Imjiort 
Company was paying 71 roubles for 1 cwt. of 
rye, when it bought it In the districts of Itussian 
Poland under German occu)>ution, but charged 
at Lod/. 29 roubles for a bag of “ war flour " 
which contained hardly 40 per ctint. of the 1 cwt. 


of rye. Hen- Bchopjien, a German ofllcial, 
pointed out in reply to the above statement, 
that the German authorities at Lodz were 
unable to do anything in the matter, as these 
prices had been fixed by Field-Marshal von 
Hindenburg. Under these circumstances it 
was but natural if the Import Company 
yielded n profit of over 140 per cent., and if the 
death-ra te in liussian Poland rose in proportion 
to its iirolits. 

-Agriculture itself was crippled by the frightful 
robberies which the German armies had com- 
mitteil on occupv'ing the coimtry. The Aust ro- 
Hungarian Governor of the District of Lublin, 
Major-General Anton Madziara, said to llcTr 
Max M'inter, correspondent of the Viennese 
Arheilcr-Xeiluntj : “ in the eastern parts (of the 
district of Lublin) work in the fields is badly 
done, chiefly' bertiiific Ihe Qenmm on thiir 
(ulvanci: carried aicai/ all that could be rr- 
mored. The scarcity- of animals for draft, imr- 
poses is e.xpcciiilly bad. 1 know a landowner 
who has .">U(t acres of land to till, but is left 
with only ti horses and 3 cows. ...” * Yet 
in s])ite of the reduced productivity- of agricul¬ 
ture in 191.5, the (Jermims continued their 
work of spoliation. The whole new harvest 
was rc(|uisitioncd, and again thousands of 
wagons of grain and millions of ipiintals of 
jKitatoes fn Jn Poland found their way into 
Germany. On .lamiary 15, 19111, in the (ier- 
jiian Ileiehstag, General von W'lindel, De))Uty-- 
Minister of War, was able to speak with jiride 
of the work of the military “economic cinn- 
mittccs ” ; it was duo to their skill and " un¬ 
tiring activity . . . that large stocks, which 
have made it easier for us to feed lair people, 
have boon brought from tlu' (K-eupied terri¬ 
tories into Germany.” He might, also have 
added a word alxait tho chea|>neaa of those 
imports. Whilst the price for jiotatocs fixed 
by the authorities in Germany amounted 
to 2} marks a quintal, and a<xording to the 
Franlfurfcr Zeitumj oscillated in reality 
between 3 and 3J marks, in Poland only 1^ 
mark was paid for tho quintal of sequestratod 
(lotatoos. 

The amount of foorlsl.uffs available for hxial 
consumption in Russian Poland was shrinking 

• Arhritt'r-ZeituH</t Marcli .5, lOltl, p. 7. Tho <'iiKl«rii 
[lurtH of tho district lay on tlio “ war-palti ” of Maokim- 
smi, tho western worn crosswt hy the Fourth Austro- 
Itnnuarian Army ntnler Aretnluka .tosepii Ft-rdinaiid. 
An editorial footnote to tliis artielo states tliat it had been 
heavily censored. What must, have liooii its original 
tliselosuros. if the Htatemeiil quoted above waa ponaed 
bv the censor I 
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WORKING FOR THF. GERMAN ARMY. 
Kridiie ncro«s the Narelf, at Fultusk, burnt by 
the Russiiini durinii their retreat. Smaller picture ; 

The conatruction of a temporary brid£e. 

coiistiint ly. Biwwl and flDiir tioUi'ts \\t'r< 
introdiK't'd in \\’ar-sa\\ a law works altor its 
oooti])ation liy tiio Gonnnii arinios. At first, ttio 
jier aipitn (luantitios worn fixed at 20.') gratninos 
(about 7 (>/..) of bri'ad a day, ami 20'> urainnii's 
of flour a wot'k. or 24.00(t out. of flour a w( ok 
for Warsaw. Oti Xovoiulsr I flu' atnounf was 
roducod f.o 20.000 owl., on Doicinbor 10 to 
18.000 owl.. far V)clow tho raf.iotis allottc I 

in Gorrnany, wlicro tho po()ula.tlon was itiiicli 
loss depondont on farinaooous foodstuffs for its 
nourishment. In tho oourao of lA'bruary flic 
allott od quantities were still further reduoed Ity 
ono-fourth. Moreover, a monopoly in meal 
was introtluced, the maximum number of oatth- 
to b(? alaughterod in a town of a iiiilliou in¬ 
habitants being fixed at 800 a week, a quanfity 
wholly insufUeient, eonsidering that the eon- 
sumption of mutton in Poland is small, and t! at 
m().st of tho Jew.s, who fonn more than one-thinl 
of the poptiintion of Wamaw, do not oat pork. 
That, in spite of 1)116 over-grouing seanaty of 
foodstuffs in Hussian Poland and of the h.ypo- 
eritieal cries for relief which German agents 
were raising aliroad, the export of foodstuffs 
from Poland to Germany continued is best 
shown by Art. 6 of the Memorandum presented 
by the Central Council of the Relief Committees 


(tlic reconstituted Citizens’ Committees) to Dr. 
von Kries eairly in l''ebniary, lillti. It runs as 
follous : “ That foodstuffs requisitionod by the 
Cennan autliorilios .should not bo taken out of 
tho country, but handeil o\er at cost price to 
tho Iwal relief organizaf ions.” Were Iheso 
likely to ask for things which were already 
ai’tually done, or to petition against non¬ 
existing abuses ? 

Fi-om tho very beginning the Germans pro¬ 
ceeded tro requisition all raw tnaterials which 
could be of use to their own industries. The 
wholo stock of oil, leather, sulphur, iron, and 
finally tlie entire store of weol and cotton was 
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BEWARE OF CHOLERA. 


How the Germans warned their troops newly arriving in an infected town in Russian Poland. 


cavriod away from the I’o)i.sh fatitories ■ e.g., in 
the factories of the district of Lodz alone, 
accortling to the jriost modest calculat ion.s, 
wool and cotton had l)eon requisitioned to a 
value exceeding considerably 1.0,00(1,000. Not 
even tlieir machinery was spared : the factories 
wen) crippled, if not ruined, for many years to 
come. The prices for the requisitioned materials 
were fixed in a most arbitrary fashion, but 
always so as to favour the German buyers ; 
thus the valuation of cotton wjia made on 
the liasis of the pre-war ])rico at Hremon-- 
although the price hatl more than doubled 
since then ; not even freights and custom dues, 
which had originally been paid on it by. the 
Lodz rnanufactiuvrs, were considereti. Out of 
the sum t.him acknowledged as due to them, the 
German Government first of all paid claims of 
German firms against the L<idy. rnanufacturors, 
and then promised to pay out the remainder 
to the owners three months after the conclusion 
of peace. A similar prt)cedure was applkd also 
in other districts, whilst the list of things re¬ 
quisitioned or to bo given up to the Gemvan 
authorities was growing every month-—con¬ 
traventions of these orders being punishable 
with a fine not exceeding £500, or imprisonment 


up to five years. Meantime, a true furor Ten- 
tonicua was shown in tlic work of devastating 
tlio forests of Poland. 

By May, 1916, hardly any form of textile, 
metal, or wooden goods could be manufactured 
in Poland. Similarly, most of the com mills, 
alcohol distilleries, breweries, starch factori<*s, 
etc., had to stop work for lock of raw materials, 
though these hud always Is'en produced in the 
country itself. By 1916 Poland, a grt'at sugar- 
exporting country, coukl no longer cover even 
onc-fourth of its own nonuat consumption. Out 
of 54 sugar refineries, 13 had betm destroyed ; 
11 wore in need of repairs, which could not bo 
intule as the Gonnans hod carried off the neces¬ 
sary materials ; 15 were unworkable, because 
the copper or other parts of their machinery 
had Ixien rc-tnoved by tho Gonnans, and only 
15 were still fit to work, provided they wore 
able to obtain tho neiwssary supply of sugur- 
Ijeet and auxiliary materials. General unem¬ 
ployment was the natural consequence of this 
systematic work of destruction carried on by tho 
Germans in Poland. In a memorandum pre¬ 
sented to tho German authorities in March, 
1916, Prince Z. Lubomirski mentioned the fact 
that, for instance, in the Warsaw industries, 
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only 10 per cent, of tho norma) number of 
worltmon were at tliut time employed, and then 
pro 'oe>ded to malce tlie truly pathetic suggestion 
that in future “ the factory installations, 
machinery and tools, and tho most indis- 
|>enKuble raw and auxiliary materials {c.g., 
grease) bo freed from requisitions and seques¬ 
tration . . . especially irt the ease of those 
factories and workshops which use small 
amounts of raw materials, 'whilst giv'ing eni- 
jiloyment to a considerable number of work¬ 
men.” 

But of what use was^ it to plead in favour 
of Polish maiiufaetiirers, the compi'titors of 
(iorman industry? Tune after time the case 
had boon put before the tlerman rulers of 
Bussian T’oland, appeals were made for mercy 
on the people to whom tho measures spelled 
death from starvation—the answers given by 
the German oOieials merely added by t.heir irony 
insult to injury. On September 2.'5, 191.'), the 
Polish manuftw.l.urers bad presented a mi'ino- 
randum to (!overnor-( Jeneral von Beseler, 
asking that machinery be exempted from 
requisitions, and only such parts Ix' taken 
aliich it was possible to replace: that raw 
nmterials |je not requisitioned unless needed 
for the army, and be not commandeered for tlii‘ 
beiietil of German maniifaelurers, I'te. (ieneral 


von Bosoler’s answer was simply this : that tho 
German administration entertivinod the most 
friendly feelings towards the local population, 
though it must consider the country hostile 
territory; that tho position of the German 
industry would Ire equally difficult had it not 
been for tho case with which it I’eadjustod itself 
to the production of war materials (how could 
tho Polish industry have tlonc it when it was 
given neither orders nor materials ?); and, 
finallj', ho asked that those vie'ws should be 
.sproiul m the country 

The eonqiK'st of the Polish market for the 
German industries was orgiuuzed with remark¬ 
able thoroughness. Tho customs frontier be- 
betw<H-n Poland and Germany was abolished 
without ivny period of transition being granted, 
and freights on the railways were manipulated in 
such a way as to turn the measure entirely to 
till- advantage of the Gormans. The German 
railway administration contributed in every 
way it could to the ruin of Polish industries. 
Specially ingenious were its devices with regard 
to coal; even where the Gerinans did not 
introduce a monojioly of it (as Herr von Opiien 
had done at l,odz. making about £10 profit on 
eiu-h railway truck of coal), its price was raised 
very considerably, and most amazing of all, 
(lerman coal finished by being <-beaper in I’oland 



THE TYPHUS EPIDEMIC 

A icntry guardinl ■ typhus-itrioken home. 
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than the local output. After the fall of Warsaw 
an official German Bureau of Commerce was 
established in Boland to take charge of the 
interests of Gorman manufacturers and traders. 
It enjoyed gri'at privileges in the matter of tele¬ 
phones and wires ; its letters passed uncensored ; 
t)n the railways its goods wore labelled Atnt- 
lirhe Hmulelsijilicr (official goods), which in¬ 
sured them priority before nil other goods— 
they wore second only to transports required 
by tho army. Special privileges were given to 
it in the matter of suing for debts. Finally, a 
regular system of commercial studies (or rather 
es[)ionage) was organised midor its auspice.^. 

Buined by requisitions, exploited com¬ 
mercially, ooonomieally dead, Kussian Poland 
under German administration IumI to stand tho 
burden of crushing taxation. It assumed 
every thinkable form. A poll-tax was intro¬ 
duced. A S|>ecial permit had to be bought for 
travelling from one district to another. But 
liesides that, every inhabitant abovi' tho age 


of 16 had to buy a passport, which entitled him 
to nothing. A very heavy tax was introduced 
on dugs, in totvns as weU as in the country. 
Fiscal monopolies were established in alcohol, 
tobacco, and tea (the sale of “ vodka ” was rein¬ 
troduced in Poland, simply in order that 
Gorman distilleries might be able to grow rich 
by making spirits out of potatoes robbed from 
I’oland, and that the German State might in¬ 
crease its revenue). The pre-utar taxes were 
reintroduced, and even increased. Manufac¬ 
turers had to pay industrial taxes on idle 
factories. In 1914 the Russian Govormuent, in 
view of the general distress, had suspended tho 
payment of certain taxes. In 1916 the Germans 
insisled on tho payment of those arn-ars ' It is 
a matter of utter impossibility to go into tho 
details of all these oxoction.s : no siun was too 
small, no man was too poor, no trit^k was toe 
dirly for tho Germans, if only some profit could 
be rea|X'd by it. The net nwult of their fiscal 
measures (iun, however, be summed iqi in one 



AN INNOCENT VICTIM. 

Sitters and playmates of a six-year-old Polish )(irl killed by a German bomb, bearln| her coffin to the grave. 
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' THE OERMAN BAND IN POI.AND. 

In a main »rree(, Warsaw, on the occasion of the 
re-openin£ of the University by the Germans. 
Smaller picture : Polish boys compelled by the 
Germans to net as music-stands. 

scniciicc ; uhoiil llu' Nfu Yf'iir of 1010 the 
< icriiiiHi;. were itrnuiiii.' I'roiii (Im mvugcMl, 
part of Ruksiuii I’olaiul undor 
tlifir ontaipation. wIkto industries wore idle, 
storks rxliaiistrd, worlcocn nnrmployrd. fho 
sumo avoraf;i> moullily rrvcmio wliirli the 
Russian Oo\ornment luul Ix'i'ii dorivmp from 
tlio entire country in tlir prosperous days wliicli 
|irocc(lrd (lie H'lir. 

Even voliimr,-. would not hr sufFiriont to si m 
up tlio results of German eronomir rule in 
Poland in lenas of human sulTerinp;. Tlierr is 
no exaggeration in saying that its population 
was simply dying olT from sickness and stari'a- 
lion. The death-rate more than donhieil after 
throe or four months of Gennaii oerupation ; 
all the elTorts of oharitabli' organi/.ations weie 
unable to cop<' with tlie appalling miserv'. “ A 
city of a million inhabitants cannot be fed 
except by a n'vival of its own trade activities," 
wrote Prince l.ubomirski in his Memorandum 
on the economic condition of Warsaw. The 
same applies to a whole country'. The Germans 
were fully conscious of what they were doing 
when they ruined the economic life of Russian 
Poland.* It was t.hroughout deliberate murder. 
“ Should ever the Britjah blockade conquer 
MB,” once said General von Bescler to a pro¬ 


minent Pole, "you will not see it; you will bn 
deiul, all of you, long befon* that.” The Brit ish 
Govennnent, though fully aware that imports 
of food into Poland from neutral countries must 
in t he long rtm benefit also its German masters, 
was still prepared to relax its blockade with 
regard to Poland, providi'd the guarantei's were 
givi'n without which it knew that no schemes 
could relieve tho Gorman-createfl misery in the 
unhafipy country. It demnnilcd that no food 
should bo ex|)orted from Poland, either to 
Gi'rmany or to Austria-Hungary, nor he taken 
for t he use of the German armies. But were t he 
Germans to ri'iiounce tho possibility of direct 
commandeering in exchange for po.ssible round¬ 
about gains (for tho misery of the Polish popu¬ 
lation w'as nevet any concern to them) t No ; 
they rofusial the British offer. Von Boselor was a 
grim prophet, and knew t he mind of his masters. 
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GERMAN AIR RAIDS : FEBRUARY 
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of April 1, 2, and 5—Improved Defence Arranoements—Kxtravaoant German Claims— 
Other Raids in April and May—The L2() Wrecked in Norway—Zeppelin Destroyed at 
Salonika. 


T HP' Zeppelin raid on tho Midlands on 
the niglit of January 31, 1916, fol¬ 
lowed as it was shortly aftcnvonls by 
mills on the Fast Const of Scotland, 
aroused the British peojile to tho urgent ni'od of 
adoipinto aerial defence. Up to this time tJuTo 
had been u tendeni'y to ngurd the matter as 
affi'eting only limiti-d areas on the Fast Coast 
niul around Tjondon, and as not of great mili¬ 
tary importnnee. But when the Zeppelins 
showi'd thc'ir jiower to tra\el so far inland and 
so far norfli ; and when it was demonstrated 
tliat a large part, of the e.oimlry was practically 
dt'fenceless against this form of attack ; even 
sceptics of yestenlay became unwilling con¬ 
verts to the neeeK.sity for further pre[)aration. 

The Majois of many parts of tho country, 
led by Mr. Neville Chamberlain, Lord Ma.yor of 
Birmingham, strongly urged on l.oivi French, 
the Home Ofliei*, anil the other authorities eon- 
eerned, the need of better methods of defence. 
While there was much differonee of opinion eon- 
eerniiig the beat steps to ho taken, it was 
generally felt that no changes would ho iiilo- 
tjuate unless and until the control of tho Air 
services as n whole was placed in tho hands of a 
single Department, presided over by a strong 
Minister of Cabinet rank. 

Many experts strongly supportetl the plea 


vigorously and eoimtanlly advocated in Thr 
Thnet that the only sure method of defence was 
not to await the attai-ks of the German air¬ 
craft. but to attai'k them in their own country. 
Tlie raid of Junuory 31 liad shed a strong liuht 
on our shortcomings. In many distriet.s when 
tho Ze|>pelina had flown low there hud hei'ii no 
anti-aircraft guns to fim against them. I'liere 
had IxHTi no recognized general system of 
warning, witii the result that the first intima¬ 
tion many loeahties received of danger was 
when tlic Ze[)peliii bombs exploded in their 
streets. 

Active steps were now. taken. Tho supply of 
anti-aircraft guns was greatly inerea.sed, and 
their range of oflieieney much improved. A 
system for warning the local authorities was 
established. The restrictions on public and 
private lighting already in force in the eastern 
anil south-eastern counties were extended to 
almost the whole of tho central and north¬ 
western areas, from Northumberland and 
Durham to Dorsetshire, W'iltshire, Berkshire, 
and Bucks. 

tiome towns took s[)oeial precautions on their 
own account, closing factories early and arrang¬ 
ing for complete darkness early in the evening. 
One factory established a listening post, fitted 
with tho latest and most effective type of 
174 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


175 



WRECK OF IHE “L20” ON THE NOR- 
WE(aAN COAST. MAY 3, 1916. 

View of llie Zeppelin after the vessel broke up. 
The airship returned from a raid on the North- 
East Coast, where she had been hit by flunfirr, 
and became a total wreck at Stavantler. Smaller 
picture : Norwegian soldiers examining portions of 
the engines. 

nu<Tii|)li(in<', by wliicli it wa« 1 i(>|kmI to (Ictocl 
Iho noiMO of uiiy aircraft at a (liHtanfo of 
0(1 or 70 ntilpM. In hoiuo imrts, iinmciliatf 
iiotico of tho ii|>].)ronfli of Z<-()|K‘lii)w was kivoii 
by llio i‘xtiii< tioii of tho olootiio lijrht from tho 
su[)|)ly stutioii. In others, tho ]mhIio wore 
warnot! by stoain whistlos or sirens. One jit'oat 
(Irawltaek to all systeios of jttihlie \tarninR wi s 
soon fotinil to b<' that warnings hail to be given 
if hostile aircraft eunie wiDiiti 80 or 100 
miles, although tlio aircnift might turn in <iiiite 
another direction. This produeeil inueh un- 
neis’Hsary unrest among private citizens in some 
Kast Coast (listriels. In one place the warn¬ 
ing wa.s given for several niglits in succession, 
as soon as hostile aircraft wert* aimouncetl to be 
on their way to this istuntry. Hut tlie hostile 
aircraft never otice camt' near the plm-e. 

The raid on the Mitllands hsl to a renewal of 
the controversy about the advi.sability of a 
policy of reprisals. It was strongly urged in 
seme quarters lliat wlicn Zeppelin attacks were 
made on undefended towns in this country our 
aircraft should in turn attack and destroy towns 
in Cermnny. This dernaixl found many distin¬ 
guished (wlvocates among those who wore 
unaware of tho practical dilHculties, but was 
not supported generally. Convocation, on the 
motion of the Archbishop of Canterbury, passed 
a resolution to tho offoct that fuinciplcs of 


morality foibadc a policy of reprisal which had 
as a deliberate object tho killing or wounding 
of non-combatants. This r'iew was approved 
by Sir Kvelyn W'ood, wlio maintained that the 
liilling and maiming of non-efiinbatants was an 
aceidontnl side of t he Zeppelin attacks. “ 'J'he 
(leriiians,” ho wrote, “ would not willingly 
w'aste one air b.anb, after having carried it 
huiidrcds of miles, in killing and maiming non- 
combatants.” I’rufc.sHor Sandiiy also voiced 
tho ojipositioii to reprisals. “It is a .strange 
kind of homeo{)athy,” he wrote, “to supfiose 
that wc shoidil cheek these” (alnaities) “by 
adding to them.” 

On the other hand, it was maintiuned that 
our lirst duty was to protect ourselves. “ Re* 
taliation may bo the only dtifensir e alternative,” 
wrote J-ord Duiiraveii. “Reprisal is a choice 
among evils of wliieli tlat is the least as being 
tho surest protection of our own women and 
children and os a measure which is therefore 
due to them,” mninminwi Ixird Rosebery. Sir 
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Arthur Conan Doylo took the saino line. 
*■ Some of these days,” ho wrote, “ there may 
be a great catastrophe, and then it will be too 
late for anything but revenge. I claim that 
this catnatrophe may bo averted by a public 
dotJaration of our intention to hit hack, co\ipled 
with such preparations as will show tliat we 
can do what wo threaten.” 

While t he debate about the host methods of 
<lefenee and the advisability of retaliation wa.s 
in full i)rogross, the OSonuans struek again. On 
Tlun-silay, February 9, two Oerman seaplanes 
flew ov'er the Isle of Thunot. TlKius.iutls of 
people saw them over Ramsgate shortly before 
four in the afternoon, and at first they wonr 
generally mistekoti for Rritish. Two men were 
arguing whether the aircraft wore British or 
Berman when their controversy was settled by 
a bomb falling within a comparatively short 
distanco of them anil exphsling. One bomb 
fell on the road close behind a tramway car full 
of women and children, exploding without doing 
any damage. The car was pulled up and the 
pna.sengers Hligh(<!d without j)anic.. 'I'hree 
more bombs wen- dn.ippctl, but. fell in a. 
neighbouring held. The second raider attacked 
a large girls’ school at Broadsfairs. Moat of 
the girls were in (hi> playing fields. One bomb, 
falling through the roof, exf)lod<'d in an uj)pt>r 
storey, doing' siaue damage and causing jrortions 
of the ceiling to fall into the room below, where 
a class of small children was being held. A little 


girl and a maid were slightly injured. Three 
other bombs fell in the school grounds. British 
naval and military aeroplanes went up as quickly 
as possible in pursuit, and the hostile aircraft 
at once hurried off. The Germans published 
later a fanciful account of this raid, claiming 
that their aircraft hud dropped “ a niunbor of 
bombs on the ports and manufactiuing estab¬ 
lishments ns w'ell as the barracks at Ramsgate ” 
Another seaplane mid of a very similar kind, 
btit on a more extended scale, was made on 
Sunday. Febrnary 20, at Lowestoft and Walmer. 
Tw’o of Ihe raiders apfXHVred over Ijowx'stoft 
shortly before the time for morning s(>rviee. 
They remained over the south .si<le of tho town 
for a few miimtes, nttrnoting people into the 
stre<'ts, and then dro])p<'<l some bombs. Hi.sing 
to n gix'at height they di.sappearod from view, 
oijy to return a c]uarter f)f an hour later for a 
short time. Tn all, seventeen small high I'X- 
])losivi' bombs w<'r<‘ dropped. No one was killed 
or injnreil, but several persfins had narrow' 
escapes. A bomb struck the roof of one house 
and penetrated through to tho back of tho 
beilroom, but failed to explode. The family 
were sitting in t be klt<-ben at t be time. Another 
bomb struck th(' roof of a large liouso and ex- 
|)lo<le<l on till' <ipper floors. A mother and 
(laughter on the ground floor suffenvl no injury. 
'I'he explosion of this botnb broke tln' wi.nlows 
of a l’riinili\(i Mc'tbodist ebiipel close by. The 
chapel was full. I'he service, which bad just 
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BRITISH NAVAL AIRSHIP. 


Iioijun, was stopi>cci and the peoplt; (£uii'(ly 
luff tho building. 

Tlint saniu naaiiing Iwo otlicv (Jorman sun- 
planrs iiiado for tlic Koiitisli coast. One. of 
thcni ]iassi(l o\<T tin- Knock liglitshi]) atid tried 
(o dcslroy it witli lioml>.s; t lio other nra<l>- 
i-lraigiil tor \\ aimer, dro|>|)ed six bombs and 
imnicdialely turned sharply, making back 
homo Two soaplanos went up from Dover, 
but were unable lo oal(di the r.iiders. Four 
bombs all fell wit bin a ^mall aiea Oia: landed 
(lose to a cliurcb, blowing in the windows as 
the eougrc’gation were singing the 'I'c Deum. 
One bomb killed a boy who wins wiilking along 
the roadway and fatally injured a nam elo.se 
lo him. Another bomb, lidimg on the roadway 
numing along the beach, killed one civilian 
and injured a marine Tlu' total cjtsuallies of 
the raid were two men and one boy' killed and 
one marine womidisl. 

On March 1 a .small, futile raid wiis again 
iiugle on tho coast of Kent, when a (lerman 
seaplane passtid over a town and (trop|)ed 
several Iwmbs, 'I'he only ('asually nportc'd on 
this occasion was eaiised in a somewhat curious 
manner. A bomb fell on IIk! back of a dwelling 
house, de.stroying the roof and some of the 
brickwork. A lady who was in the nurser\ 
with a baby Bnatched up the child from the 
floor tind in Ikt exeitc'ment dro|>ped it ; the 
infant, falling to the ground, struck and 
injiuea its hetwl and died almost immediately 
afterw'nrds. It was thought that the main 
l>uq)Oso of tho raider on this occasion was 


reconnaissance, and that the dropping of bomba 
on the town was a mere incident, in his journey. 
The Fn'neh anthorita s at Dunkirk reported a. 
day or two latf'i' that a (Jerman sea|>laiie had 
been [licked U[i three mik-s north of Middel- 

kei'ke liank. having Ixs'ii obliged to dcsci-nd 

whi'ii returning from Faigland. One of the 
occu|)ants was drowned and the other taken 
[irisoner. It was tho raiding s(.’ai4ane of that 
night. 

On fh(> evening of the following Sunday. 
Mar( h 5. a Zcppi'lin raid on a large scale was 
carried out over a considerable |iorlion of tho 
Fast Coast, from Kent to Yorkshire, and 
although no military damage of any de.scriji- 
tion was done, a large number of civilians W'ere 
killed and injured. A heavy sno\V“lorm was 
raging at the time. Hitherto, it had been com 
sidered im[)oasible for Xopjielins to cross tho 
sea in .safety undi'r such conditions, but the 
Jicpiidins now proved that this belief wiis wrong. 
They visited Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Kutiand, 
Huntingdon, Niirfolk, Ks.sex, and Kent. 'J'hera 
were, so far as could !«' discovered, three 
Ze.pjielins. 'J’hey' made their main attack on a 
town in Yorkshire. They' sent a dozen bombs 
into a ticld near Rutland, doing no damage. 
.Apparently they did nothing in four of the 
counties they' passed over. Six bomba were 
sup|iosed to have fallen in Kent and to havo 
explodc'd harmlessly in a marshy' Held, but many 
cart'ful observers declared that there was i,o 
cx))losion whatever in that county. In (.me 
town in Lincolnshire the Zeppelins approached 
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clurinp (he time of church service, nnd the <ion- 
gi’cgations were infoniicd of tlieir coining from 
the pulpits. Si'rvice wiis stopped in one 
church, (uid the congregation dismissed ; in 
others, scrviccB prinaH-dcdas usual. The Zeppe¬ 
lins did not arrive until some liours later. A 
signalman was killed by a fragmcnl of a bomb 
while moving from bis bo.v to a place of sheller. 
An invalid lady died through heart failure. .* 

In the important city by the East Coast 
where the main attack was made, the results 
were mui’h more serious. Two Ze]tpelin.s 
visited this place, drop|)ing in all aluait twenty- 
five explo.sive bombs, and killing- ai'eording to 
the local Member of I’arliamenI .'-I'vetitei'ii 
(H'rsons and wtiunding fifty. Six |)ersons diet! 
after the raid, purely of shoi-U, all untouched 
and uninjured. One large slioji was blown to 
pieces, those immediately opposite w ere sex'erely 
shattered, and the roof of a puhliiohouse was 
blow 11 off. Two small firt's were started. Earj'e 
pieei'B of iron were blown off a gigantic crane. 
A parish church was badly damaged, the 
uniount of diunagi' Ix-ing valued at £2ri,lltt(). 

Some of till' cuises of deaths wcr<‘ very pitiful. 
In one house alone a woman and her four young 
children, two boys ami two girls, aged eight .six. 
four and two, wen- killed, and the falJier wa,'- 
severely injured. The lanise was wrecked and 
the baby boy of two was found dead by his 
mother’s side. When the explosion of bombs 
was heard, the caretaker of an almshou.se 
hurried roiiml to rou.s<‘ the iiunates and bring 
some of ( hem out . One old man, 89 years of 
age, remained in bed. A bomb struck the 
building and set the room on lir(>. Tht^ care¬ 
taker vainly tried to put out the flames with 
buckets of water. Before t he (ire brigade could 
come, the old man was burned to death. A 
mother left her house with her txvo children to 
try to reach a safer place. As they were 
hurrying along, a bomb bimit quite close to 
them, killing one of tho boys. In another 
house the father and tho son had gone to Ix-d, 
leax'ing three daughters downstairs. A bomb 
fell outsido tho house and wricked the front. 
As soon as t.lie father heard the crash he came 
downstairs and found two of his daughters 
lying at the foot, of thi' stairs. They had bts-n 
on the way upstairs to fetch him down when 
they were struck. The third daughter was also 
injured by the bomb oxjilosion, but manngi'd 
to make-her way out of tho house, and was 
taken to a hos]>itaI. The three daughters all 
died. 

A man and a boy were killed in the street. 
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The boy w as found sittinj? at a door stop with 
his iiands pressed to liis '•yes. Wtien lie was 
touched, the hands fell limply down and it could 
be seen that a piece of bomb had passed through 
his head, just above the nose, killing him 
instantly. Tin' proprietor of one enf^, a Swede, 
had his head blown off. 

(ireat indignation was expressed in the dis¬ 
trict at the fact that no precautionary measures 
hml been taken to dehard this important place. 
The Ze|jpclins remained over it for in all about 
one and a half hours, droj)[)iug bombs at their 
Icisurii. During all that time no adc(|unte ))low 
was delivered against them. According to the 
oiliciid (igiircs, the total easualfies for all areals 
in this rai<l were 18 killed and 52 injured. 1’he 
total Mas made up of 31 men, 20 Moinen, anil 
13 children. 

On Sunday, iMarch 1'.), four seaplanes visited 
Ka.st Kent, atlacking Dover, Deal, Margate, and 
I'ainsgatc. They arrived oior Dover about 
tuo o'clock in the afternoon and dropped over a 
dozen hoinlw, doing a i-ousiilerablc amcaint of 
damaire. ()n(! bomb vveid thriaigh the roof of 
a Ihjinc Mliere there wito a large number of 
childi'cn : fortunately, the children, at the first 
sound el the raiders, had been taken to the 
shelter el till- basement. Se\ cral children going 
to Snnilay school were killed or injured. A 
woman Midking along the street was blown into 
a doorM-ay of a shop and badly hurt. 'I’he 
invaders Mere given very little lime to do their 
work. Ihitish aeroplani'S rose in pursuit. A 
ahai’)) fight folloMod, both attm'.kers and 
iletcndcrs using thi“ir machine guns freely in the 
air. One British airman particularly distin¬ 
guished himself. Flight - Commander K. J. 
Bone, K.N., pursued one of the (lerman sea 
jilancs out to .sea for nearly 30 miles, in a small 
single-seater land machine, 'rhero, after an 
engagement lusting about a (juarter of an hour, 
bo forced it to ilescend, the tierman michine 
having been hit many limes, and the observer 
disabled or killed. For this, Klight-t.'ommander 
Hone ri‘C(‘ived the D.S.O. 

Full oflicial details of this action M-ere pub¬ 
lished lati'r. The comni.mder loft the aero- 
dreme M'hilo the enemy machine was still in 
sight, and making no attempt to climli steoply, 
kept the enemy in view. After a pursuit of 
neai'ly 3t) miles ho rose to 9,000 feel, 2,000 feet 
above tho euomy. Kapidly overhauling the 
ethir machine, he attempted to make a vertical 
dive for it, both shies firing vigorously. Then 
he inauceutTed ahead of tho other and steered 


straight at him, diving below him and turning 
with a vortical right-hand bank immediately 
under liim. Tho Oorman pilot sivervod his 
mnehino to the left before they met, and the 
Englishman as ho puR.sed could see the (.ienuau 
observer hanging over the right side of the 
fuselage, apparently dead or severely ivounded. 
The gun was cocked at an angle of 45 degroi's. 
Cold inning his courageous raameui rcs, Flight- 
Commander Bono brought his mncliine within 
15 or 20 feel of the enemy, and ])oured in live 
or six bursts of six rounds until the enemy 
diied deeply, with smoko pouring fi'om lii.s 
mncliine. The propeller stojiped, but the jiilot 
kept control ami succemled in landing safely on 
the Mater. Hero tho English ninnan had to 
leave him, as he could not come doM'n on a laud 



FLIGHT-COMMANDER BONE. R.N. 


Awarded the D.S.O, for pursuinfi and briniiing down 
a German seaplane, March 19, 1916. 

inai-hinc, and his engine showed signs of giving 
out. 

One miwliino apparently escaped from the 
tight at Dover and rajiidly made its way to Deal, 
M hiTo it drojiped seven bombs, doing consider¬ 
able flannigo to jirojierty, but. not killing or 
injuring any persons. A sci’onil jiair of sea¬ 
planes app.iared over Hamsgate at, 2.11) p.m. 
and dro)ipcd .bombs on tho town. Four chil- 
dri.'u on their way to iSundiiy .school Mere 
killed, and a man driving a motor car near by 
Mas also kilk'd. A liospital for ( anadian troop.s 
Mas damaged, but no one in tho building was 
hurt, and the nurses mcuI out in the streets to 
assist in tho work of lending the injureil. Ono 
of the soaplanos travelled on from Kamsgate to 
Margate, whore it dropped a liomli, damaging 
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a house. The Germau aircraft were all now 
pursued by British maoliinos and wore driven 
out to sea. 

In a crowded meeting held the following 
evening in Ramsgate Town Hall the Mayor, 
who was in the chair, uttered a very strong pro¬ 
test against the absouco of adequate defence for 
the coast towns. Sirens giving the alanii had 
not sounded mitil the bomba wore falling. Had 
notice boon given earlier, the children going to 
Suntlay school would not have lost their lives. 
“ W'e in Ramsgate are simply living in a fool’s 
paradise,” he do(rlnrod. A resolution, alretuly 
carried by the Town Council, protesting against 
the nhsi-nec of due warning was passeil iinani- 
mou.sly. According to the ollicial rejiorls, 
three men, one woman, and five chilcb'cn v\e?’« 
killed in this raid in all the towns, and seventeen 
iiion, five women, and nine children wore 
injured. 

At the end of .March Ixigaii a period of 
nights exceedingly favourable for /e]ipeliiis. 
moonless, ckvir. and comparatively still, 'liie 
Germans took full advantage of this, nial for 
scN-eral nights in succession attempts on a con¬ 
siderable scale vere made. A niarkoil advance 
ha<l now been made in the British defensive 
methods. London had been equippcs.! with a 


number of anti-aircraft guns of greatly improved 
range, and m my m )re searchlights Imd been 
installed. Some of these searchlights were far 
more powerful than onytliing loiown before. 
Extensive preparations had been m.ido in many 
))nrts of the country supposml to be within 
Zeppelin range to give the enemy a warm 
reeejdion. 

].)nrknes.s and silence were the main methods 
used to bailie the enemy. Church bells were 
silenced, and public elor^ks did not strike. All 
towns within the affected areas lay in a con¬ 
dition of semi-darkness or of complete ilarkni'ss. 
In some places faint, lights were jientulted in 
the streets. In others, all street lights were 
put out, and no lights allowed to show, even 
faintly, from the winflows of houses. At the 
first signal of tlu' ap])rutu'h of the Z 'ppelins all 
trains were stopped, .save tho.se running ujider- 
ground, and railway .sc'rvices w(Te susjxaided. 
Signal lights wore ])ut out, and th<' lln>s of the 
engines were banked. The st.ojipage of trains 
naturally' caused great inconvenience. I’eopki 
li\ing in the enter suburbs of towns found it 
imtKJSsible to reach home except by walking; 
railway tra\'cllcrs were held u[) at small stations, 
and hud to puss many hours during the evening 
and night there, unable to go forwani or back. 



AN ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN IN ACTION AT NIGHT. 
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THE RAID OVER THE EASTERN COUNTIES. 
A Zeppelin reider oaudht by searchU^ht rays. 


It was fvidsut from tlie German niports that. A|iiil raids. On tiie nij;iit o£ March 3l-April I 

unless deliberately false statements were being a number of ZeppeliuH, esiimntf'd at five, made 

made in them, these pre<-aution8 did sueceoil an attack on the Kastem coast, from the 

on diSorent occasions in completely deceiving estuary of tho Thames to Yorkshire., On the 

the invaders as to their whereabouts. This was following day the Geiman Main Headquarters 

siiecially seen in the renort of the first, of the nublished an account of what had boon nccom- 
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ZEPPELIN RAID ON PARIS. 

A five-storied house wrecked by a bomb. 

plifihed, which was wildly imd alniDst ridicu¬ 
lously iniu’cnralc. It, was claimed that homhs 
wore freely drop) ed on the City hetwoen 'I'ower 
Hrid^jc and l.<iu(!ou Dot'kK, the military I'amps 

in the north-west, of the Oity, an<l other parts 
around London ; and that, various (owns had 
I'.fien attackcil, batteries silenced, nianufaeturinc 
works destroyed, and ineeialiary (ires caused. 
Actually, the Zeppt'lins never reiudied London, 
and town after town ninasl in their report was 
not tmadied by them. Pbu'es that they diil 
attack were not even inentioiusl. It was clear 
that they had travelled alino.st blindly, unable 
to pick out th(- jtliu'cs at which they aimed. 

The most dramatic feature of (he raid of 
Maridi 111 was a sustained attack by several of 
the invaders on the coast near the mo)i(h of 
the Thames. As they approached they wero 
picked up by powerful searchlijjlita, which 
concentrated on tliem from a largo aiHia aroimd. 
These lights were so powerful and so well 
dirwtod that, even at tho groat height at which 
the Zeppelins were flying, tho effect must have 
been almost blinding. Jtatteries along the 
coast opened fire, and the Germans soon realized 
that tho British now had at command some 


guns capable of sending shells as liigh oi 
Zeppelins could fly. Ecanrhlights from many 
points stabbed the sky, keeping tho shining 
bodies of tho Zoj)pelins all tho time in view. 
The airships dropped bombs in ra|)iil suc<-esaion, 
socking to roach the batteries, and the bursts 
of flame below were met by the bright fbishes 
from exploding shcills in tho sky. 'Jinu' after 
time it scemoil us though the airships had been 
hit. Then one shot went home, hitting one of 
the airships right in the centre' and breakinc 
its back. The Zoppi-lin made a quick dive, 
crumjiling up us it felt. Then it rccoveroil 
slightly, tried to get away, but fell in the water 
iK'fore it had gone far, collapsing a littlo over 
a mile from the Knock lightship. 

Jt was quickly sutrounded by torpedo-boat 
destroyers, minO-sweepers and putrol-ve.ss Is. 
Two ofliccrs and (iftoon men crept out of their 
cabins. Tlic Zeppelin, whose marks showeil it 
to be L15, was sinking, and they climbed 
up on to the envelope, making signs that 
they wi'i'o willing to surrender. It was .said 
at tho time that they loft one yi ung oilicor in 
tho cabin, whoso business it was to blow up 
t'le airship when tho others got off. lie failed 
to do this, but it nevertheless sank The 
•steam trawler Olivine rc.sciieil the (ieriirm 
irew, and they were taken to Cliatham as 
jirisoncrs of war. Their loader was a yiaing 
ofliccr of .Tl, Lieutenant-t'ommander Itrcit- 
haupt, decorati'd with the Iron Gross, and his 
second ofliccr was Lieutenant Kiiluic. 'i'hcv 
wero evitlcntly under some apprehension that 
they would be shot, for as soon as they arrived 
l.iciitenant-Commander Hreithaujit formally 
declared to the British ofliccrs who ncoivod 
him, “ T take all responsibility upon myself. 
My men arc not. res[)onsible.'’ 'J'hey woi'e 
tronteil as ordinary prisoners of war. Some of 
the meti were without (oats, and barefooted, 
and one was without troimi'is. These were 
quickly provided with clothing and boots. 

Some foreign journalists w'cro permitted to 
see the prisoners and to talk with them. They 
found them convinced that their croft had 
inflicted great damage on British military 
positions. Lieutennnt-t.'ommander Breithaiipt 
strongly maintained that the killing of women 
and children in the raids was an accident. “ Viai 
must not suppose that we set out to kill women 
and children,” ho declared. “ We have higher 
military aims. You would not find one ofliccr 
in the German Army or Navy who would go 
to kill women or children. Much things hnpjicn 
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accidentally in war.” Sonic of tbo crew, when 
asked if it wan not a Korry business to g<> on 
baby-killing campaigns, gave llie only jiossiblo 
reply, “ Wc do ns wc are ordered.” 

That same night /ejipelitis poased over a 
munber of towns on or near the coast. 'J'hey 
hod a very warm recejition, being fired on from 
numerou.s batteries. At least one Zepiielin 
was hit., and showed liy its erralic movements 
afterwards that it had bi-en hoflly flnmiigetl. 
It luwl to discard jiart of its cargo, and a 
machine gun, belts of cartridges, anew magneto 
a shot-riddled petrol tank, and a tank contain¬ 
ing four gallons of ])ctrol were thrown o^•er- 
Uiard. 'J'lic /eppelins had a very busy lime 
in endeavouring to (‘seapo the guns and seareli- 
lights, and their evolutions were watched by 
thousands of yieojde. who, defying the in¬ 
structions to remain indoors uialer shelter, 
crowded every yilaee of vantage. 


The damage inflicted during this raid was 
not important. Many bombs fell in fields. 
Five bombs fell on one tmvn, killing five persons 
by suffocation and badly injuring four more. 
A bomb fell on one house where Ibere wore an 
old lady of seventy, her daughtor-in-lavv, and 
two grandchildren. The old lady was killed 
instantly, and the other tliive were injured. 
Tlircc peofilo next lioor, a mechanic, his wife 
and ayoungchlld,W'ere suiTocated by n gas bomb. 
One- village farther north suffered most, the 
tlormans evidently mistaking it for a military 
station. Itr was t.wici? visited that night. On 
the first, occasion eight bombs were dropped in 
a field. Later a Zcpjielin came back, droppisl 
first an illuminating bomb, then two cxiilosivc 
bombs, and thin after an interval two botiiUs 
mor<'. 'I’heSe < id much damage to houses and 
killed thirty people. Two rniders passing over 
an Hast .Anglian town that night dropfied some 



ZEPPELIN RAID ON PARIS, JANUARY 29. 1916. 

A hole caused by a bomb in the roof of the Underdround Railway. 
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bombs, killing two women and a man and 
injuring several. In addition to the airship 
which raided the Eastern Counties, another 
ship went over the North-East Coast, attacking 
various points there. The total casualties on 
that F'riday night were oihoially given as 43 
killed and 66 injured. The military damage 
was nil. 

In addition to fire from anti-aircraft gims 
t he Zeppelins received the attacks of a number 
of aeroplanes. These do not seem to have 
accomplished much. Lieutenant Brandon, of 
the Royal Flying Corps, a young New Zea¬ 
lander, climbed 0,000 feet and dropped several 
bombs on an airship underneath him, his own 
machine Iwing hit many times by nuichine-gun 
bullets. He was fortunate in finding a Zep¬ 
pelin flying so low that night, fur in many 
places, particularly where they suspected the 
presence of anti-aircraft guns, they flew so 
high as to make it a serious undertaking for 
aeroplanes to rise above them. 

The fullowmg evening a Zeppelin raided a 
working-class district on the North-East Coast 
and did considerable damage to a number of 
small houses, killing eighteun people and 
injuring one hundred. A well-known magis¬ 
trate, the leader of the local Labour party, was 
struck as ho was walking along the street and 


was found lying face downwards dead, fifteen 
yards from a place whore a bomb had exploded. 
His body was torn with fragments of shrapnel 
and glass. A tramway hispector went into the 
tram sheds as soon as the airship was sighted. 
He was standing next to a wall, and one bomb 
burst'in front of him and another behind the 
wall. The ins)xietor was killed by a wound in 
the heart. A brother and sister wore killed 
in a very similar way. A man took his ftuiiily 
downstairs when the sound of the firing was 
heard, and as his son, a boy of 16, was following 
the house was struck and wrecked, the boy 
being killed. A widow, aged 66, her daughter- 
in-law and a grandchild, aged 6, were in a house 
which was demolished. The widow and the 
child were killed and the mother injured. Two 
elderly men keeping a grocer’s shop were 
Ix-hind the counter when a bomb dropped and 
practically wrecked the place. In the ddbris 
of the shop next mornhig their bodies were 
found on the one side of the counter, and on 
the other side was the body of a sovcnleen-ycar- 
old girl who had been sent on an errand from 
the house op|X)sito. A pattern nuiker and his 
wife were in their house together when they 
heard the explosion of the bomba. In her 
fright the wife ran out. Her husband followed 
and fetched her back. At that moment a 



THE ‘‘LIS" SINKING OFF THE KENTISH COAST, APRIL I, 1916. 
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iOMHat phoUmraPh isaued by iht Press Bureau, 

I IKUTENANT-COMMANDER BREITHAUPT. LIEUTENANT KUHNE. 

The cnmmnnder, decorated with the Iron (^ross, and the second oflScer of the Zeppelin " L 15,” which 
was hit hy )>un-fire and came down in the estuary of the Thames, April 1, 1916. The crew were rescued 

and made prisoners. 


boriib fell on the lioiisi- : liolh luisbanil and 
wife were badly injured, the Inisbnnd dying in 
hospital next day. \ man a as aalking along 
tho street with ti daughter holding each ann. 
His wife wits in front with two other girls. \ 
bomb burst in llie road bet vt('tut them. One 
of the girls was thrown against a plate glass 
window and was killed, the other girls were 
injured, but thoi man (tsea])ed unhurt. Of the 
eighteen deaths, ten occurred indoors and eight 
outdi>or.s. 

On tho fftllowing night a fre.sh raid was made. 
This time the Germans went farther afield, and, 
as in tho .January raid in tho Midlands, they 
rtwhed a part of tho eonntrj’ wdtose inhtdtiinnts 
had considered it practically immtme from 
attack. Six 55ep|>elin8 crossi-d the? North Sea. 
Two raided the Kastom Oountios of ICngland, 
ono tho North-East ('oast of England, and thnx- 
the East Coast of Scotland. This was tho first 
time that Zepixdins had i>onetrated north of 
the Tweed. 

Word was brought to an East Coast Scottish 
city oarly in the evening that Zepjtelins were 
approaching. By nine o'clwik tho new’S l)Pcamo 


generally known. A'arious precautions, planned 
in iMivanoe, were taken. 'I'he electric light was 
reduced, tho trams were stopped, and people 
bad an opportunity of .seeking shelter, of which 
most, refuseil to avail Ihemselvcs. 

The ZepfM'lins arrived shortly bi'forc niidr)ight, 
flying at a great height. 'I’hey remaimxi 
over th(' distrii't h)r forty minutes, and droppc.f 
perhaps thirty bombs. 'J'ho noiso of the 
exploding boml)s and tho blaze of a great firo 
tif a warehouse, struck by tho first bomb, gave 
the impression that much damage had bi-en 
done. When, however, it was possible to 
k'arn what had happened, it was found t hat tho 
mitual loss had been amazingly .small. Ten 
persons liiwl been killed, eleven .seriously 
injiirixl, and a dozen or two more sliglitly 
hurt. One warehouse hml bix'ii burned, 
and some damage done tf> hou.ses. S^wertil 
important ptdjlic buildings hiul lH*on barely 
missed, and a number of people had narrow 
o.sca[>es. 

A bomb dropped on tho pavement in a poor 
tenemont street, penetrated into tho cellar of 
ono of the tenements and exploded. Six men 
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ZEPPELIN ‘ LIS’* SINKING OFF THE KENTISH COAST. APRIL 1. 1916. 
The airshio had been hit by British anti*atrcraft ^uos. 
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wore killed and a number of j^ople injurcHl. 
One of the victims W'Hs » young fellow just of 
Hge, who had been spending the week-end with 
liis motlier, a widow. Having brought a neigh¬ 
bour in to kee|) his mother com])iiny, he was 
on his way out t.o inquire uft(?r another wotnan 
near by who was living alone, when ho was 
killcsi. Another was an old man who liad beei» 
blown into a shop by tlu- force of tlie explosion. 
His b<Kly was found lying across the shop 
counter. The tenement, which was substanti¬ 
ally built of stone, as is lh<! custoiu in that part 
of the (s)unlry, had its staircase blocked up bj' 
!he shattere<l masonry, and tbi' tenants in the 
doors above hail to be rescmsl by means of 
(ire eseaj>e.s. One bomb fell on the boiler-house 
of a large hospit.al. and othc'rs fell around (he 
hospilal, but no peo))le were injured. One tene¬ 
ment nas struck aial a bomb ('xphxled on the 
ojiper part of the building, flowing off the roof 
and hloeliing up the stairi'ase. The father of 
one family on the upper door was ou(. at the 
lime of the' raiil. On his retiu-n he learned that 
his (ivteyear-old <laughter had been killed by 
till falling stones, anil his wife and other ehdd 
seriously injured. The other tenants in the 
building were severely shaken, some of them 
who were in beil at (he (ime being thrown out 
of bed li\ the shock. 

it. wa.s found, however, that the fact that the 
buildings in ihis part of the country are so 
solidly constructed greatly luinimi.sed the lo.ss. 
When bombs explode in the luiieh more 
lightly built brick houses in the south, the 
whole of the buildings often eiiuiigh collapses; 
in the north, with atone houses, the loss vias 
often limited to the rooms imme<lia.telv around 
where the explosion took place. 

Ill one case a man, his wife anti several 
children were in bed a.slecp, despite the bursting 
of several bombs in (he district. Suddenly 
there eatue a trenientlims l■splosion which 
aroused them all. " d'he house shook, said 
the man. “The windows were brokeii in and 
articles of furniture moved and creakeil. .My 
wife and I at once rose and to our di.smay loiind 
everything in great disorder. After dressing 
w ith a view to leaving the house to get shelter, 
my wife took oui' youngest child, a year old. 
out of the crib and shortly afterwards made 
the terrible iliscovery that it was dead. (.)n 
examimng it we found (hat a piei-e of bomb 
ha<l stnick it on the left shoulder and in all 
probability had jienetrated the heart. The 
bomb had struck the hard ground fifty yards 


away from (lie window and a splinter from it 
had passed through the bottom sash of (he 
window (about 10 feet from the ground) and 
then through the wooden sliutter at the liead 
of the crib (an inch thick) and i'..fter going 
through tw'o hed covers liad pa.sspfi into the 
body of the child. I never lieanl .such a terrific 
explosion in my life ; it seemed as if it would 
tear everything to jiieces.”* 

One of (he Zeppelins travelling through 
lOiiglaiid tliat night attacked a little wood 
outside a jieaeeful eiamlry town. No le.ss t han 
fifteen liomlis were dropped in a sylvan glade. 
'I’liree fowls were killixl and some w indows were 
broken, and owing to the vibration a part of the 
roof of a hmiso <’ollai>sed. No one was hurt. 
'I’ho inhabitants, half jirond that thi'ir little place 
at la.st, aftermany cent uries of somnolent life, had 
stepped for tlm moment into the heart of world 
events, dee.liiri'd ttial t hey would put up a pillar 
stone on the spot with a suitatile inseriplion. 

In another sjiot in East Anglia over one liun, 
dred hoinlis weie dropped tliat night in an area 
of half a mile in which tliere are only I wo fiouses. 
'Till' eoiiuniinders of the Zeppelin.s—there were 
cviilcnlly two air.dii)i.. clearly believed that. 

I hey were over some very important place, for 
Hus tract of waste laud was torn over and over 
uilli shells. Nome panes of glass were lirokcn 
ill a lonely farm house, and one side of the roof 
of a kennel was smashed in. In lliii nortli-cnsi 
that same night the raid was also a fnilurc, the 
Zeppehn commander being compKtely hallled 
ill an attempt to Hud liis local mu. Due Zep| c- 
liii tried to tackle ii town in a soiilli eastern 
coiuil V, hut found il.scif meti hy a \cry w arm 
fiisillailc and made oil after dropping alioiit a 
hundred homhs in fields. The Sunday night 
raid was perhajis the must amliilions the (Jer- 
minis laid yet iiiiderf aUen. 'I’he Zeppelins 
which reaelied Scot laud killed and injured a 
few civilians and arou.sed Scotland to a deeper 
dele.sliilion tlian evi'r of the mefhods of our 
foe. The Zeppelins that wanderi'd through 
England lo.st their way. 'J'lie military ri'siilts 
were insigiiiliemil. Yet the Co rmaii iillieial 
sliilemeiit deserihed the raid as though it were 
a great success; 

Por llle llitnl titiir, iiii tlie iiiglit of .tpril 2- ;t. a iiiiiui 
air ^i(tiililt'<>ll llttaekeil tile Kllglisll J'al.st. t'oiist, Itiis litne 
llie iiiirtliern pari. 

I'tilitilatrgti unit i.eilli. viilli the (leeks on tlu' .l''it'tli of 
Kortli, Neweiislle, Hint ilnportanl. wliarves iiiitl liiiildillrs, 
hlaHli fiiniuees, mat factories on tlie 'I’yne Mere Ii(nn- 
lau'ded witli nmnerous e,xplo.sive and inef'iidtiirv htnidis 


• Qiifileil ill file yVatawioii. 
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DESTRUCTION OF ZEPPELIN “1.77” IN FRANCE. FBBRU^^.|^2I, 1916. 

The airship was brou|ht down at Brabant-Ie-Roi by a ahot from a French “75” tun. It waa set on 
fire by an incendiary shell, and on coming to earth was further destroyed by the explosion of bombs on 

board. 
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with very good rosulta. Heavy explosiona with ezton- 
xivo oollapaea wore obHOrvo<l. A battery near Newcastle 
was silenced. 

In spite of the hoovy bombardment all the airships 
saf<^ly returned and landed. 

Tho total absence of effective military pri-- 
naiition.s on the east coast of Scotland against 
raidors aroused much indignation there and 
stops were at once taken to remedy this. 

On Wednesday, April 6, a Zeppelin attaekctl 
a district on tho North-East Coast whore the 
enemy liad previously done some considerable 
damage. On the earlier occasions tho re¬ 
sistance to the Zeppelins had been very slight. 
Now, os soon as tho airsliip was discovered, 
searchlights lit it up and kept it in vi(*w. Guns 
immediately opened lire and shells could be 
seen bursting all ivround t))o raider. The 
Zeppelin crow wore apparently surprised by 
their reception. Blinded by tlio fierce beams 
of light, tho airship ducked suddenly, but the 
light still held it. 'riion it rose again, trying 
to escape, and suddenly made out to sea. 
Crowds of people standing in the streets 
watched the gun.s, a|)plauding every close .shot 
and bursting into a cheer as one shell apfsirently 
hit tho enemy. A lew bombs were dropped but 
fell outsale the city, doing no damage beyond 
slightly wounding a boy. 

Peojile of thi.s city wlio had been somewhat 
downcast by previous failures to offer resistance 
to raiders could not now express their gratitude 
and satisfotUfon with .snflieient ciujiliusis, and 
tlio Chief Magistriitc lonnidl\' .sent, to tho mill 
tary autlioritios tho thunks imd congratulations 
oi tho city. Nnmhcrs of people were anxious 
to raise a reward for tlx' .sploudid sei viccs of 
the gunners and soarchliglit operators. Tho 
(om[jloto repulses of the raider liorc was really 
I Ilf? first test of the new gun and .soarclilight 
defences of English i-ilios, and competent 
autliorities regarded it as a good omen for 
what would happen should the <iuomy try to 
come to London, now equipped with even more 
complete defences on the same linos as tlie sea- 
coast city in the North. 

The feeling Ijegan to grow that tho Gorman 
authorities now rogordod another attack upon 
1 he heart of London as unsafe, for none was 
made during the spring months. 

Soon afterwards a German olficial version of 
the supposed effects of this .series of raids from 
March 31 to Ai»ril S was published, h'or pure 
imaginativeness it must take a high ]duce oven 
among German official accounts of the war. 
It was claimed that the attack on <ho London 



LIEUTENANT BRANDON, R.F.C. 

Who, on the nifiht of March 31, 1916, dropped 
several bombs on a Zeppelin. 


doi’k.s dur’iig the iiighl of Maroli .‘>1 April 1 far 
surpassed all curlier attacks iu severity and 
eifoctivoness. In Ihe nortli-easlern qnarb'r of 
llie city niunoroiis fires weii- .started and .serious 
damage wa.s done. Tho tii.strict around Great 
Eastern Ktrixt ami Great 'I'ower Street hail 
suffered pnrficnlurly heavily and a fiudory had 
been buniocf down Ihere. A transport steamer 
had been bomlK'd between Tower Brklge. 
tuid London Bridge and sevi-ndy damaged. 
Numerous other docks had Ikmmi dumageil. 
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{OfHciul phoiotirapti- Crown capyrinkt reoervert. 

AT SALONIKA. 

The control officer of (he anti-aircraft £un, and 
the (!un-layer who aimed the {un and fired the 
shot that destroyed the Zeppelin. 

Wflrciioiisos Immod down, niiti-rtiroraft guiist 
ilaiiingoij, iiiirruTous sliijjs in llio dwlcs liit. 

A iiiiinition fnclory liiid been dfslroyoil iit 
I’lirilfi't, priMt fir-fi- Inul Iwr'ii started on tlie 
HnjidMT, widesj)r<>ial de«t ruction hud been 
eansed at Oriiimby, and siveral munition 
factories and stii'ds eontaintnc munition .“tor(!.s 
had been conjliletely destroyed at Sunderland. 
A munition faetory had Ijten destroyed at 


.Official photograph- Crown copyright resttertf 

THE DESTROYED ZEPPELIN AT 
SALONIKA, MAY 7, 1916. 

The framework was stripped bare by the flames 
Irom the airship’s own petrol-tanks. The survivors 
of the crew, four officers and eight men, were 
made prisoners. 

Ilex'liuin and a whole series of facdorios and slips 
put out of action at Gateshead. 

The claims for Edinburgh and*l-eith were 
jH-rhapa tiie most extravagant. 

“ Unrrncks, munition depots, ironworks and 
other factories lie in nuns. ’iVo munition 
work.s liroke out in flames and went destroyed. 
A large spirit faetory was hit by incendiary 
bomb.s and was burned to tlie ground. The 
railway station was also materially damagtal. 
A troiu with material waa destroyed. In the 
port several shijts were hit; one English four- 
masted ship was almost completely destroyed, 
and a transport stfmmer with war material was 
so badly damaged that it could not start on its 
voyage.” * 

I'he belief that London had been seriously 
damaged in the April raid was widely held 
throughout Genminy and was the subject of 
■ mueli comment in the German I’niss, and many 
papers declared their delight at the terror 






THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


.191 


prodtiood in England by thn Zoppolins and tho 
devastation caused by their bombs. Tiio 
Cologne Gazelle heartened its readers by tales of 
Stockton and Middlesbrough'reduced in parts 
to n vast heap of rums, and Newcastle with 
dozens of its factories and shipyards dis¬ 
solved in flame aitd smokeu 

The Berb’n Lokalanzeiger drew a lurid picture 
of the fate of London, hit in its most susceptible 
quarters and most important places by tho 
Zep|iolin attiw^k. The Municli Neiiesle Nach- 
richten hoped tho visits of (.he Zeppelins would 
be repeated until tlie Asquith Cabinet shuddered 
with terror and realized that its war aims were 
iinattiunablo. Gorman soldiers made prisoners 
in f ho fighting at the? front w'ere full of tales of 
the ruin of London, of the destruction of il.s 
stretds. and the wreck of its buildings. When 
their British captors assured them that London 
had not even been touched during the spring 
raids, and that all J.ondon had hoard of them 
was the sound of some very distant guns, the^' 
refused to believe them. 

A fresh series of raids )>egan when the ne\i 
spell of nioonlcs,s nights came along at ICasler 
week. 'I'he Germans had planned a great 
gi'uerjd on‘'n.-.i\'e for this W’e<’k. d’la; uprisini.; 
of till Siun iH'iii uriaip in Dublin beuau on 
Kastcr Monday ; a hurried attack from the ssea 
wa,s made on Yarmouth and Lowestoft on the 
Tuesday luia'iung ; and an offonsivo was 
actively ]iushi)d on thi' M e.- i, ru front The air 
craft joined in the campaign. t)u Ka.ster 
Monday a hostile neropilanotippeareil over Dov'er 
from tho east at a height estimated to ho 
tl,t>0U feeli. Anti aircraft guns at onoi' came 
into action, autl it was ririvaai off without 
dropping any bombs. That same evening there 
was a Zupiielin raid over Norfolk and Suffolk, 
but it seems to have been more for the finrpose 
of roeomuiissanee than for a serious offensive, 
for tho three air.shi|is whieh took part in it 
dropped only a few bombs and re.niained a very 
short time. On the following night four Zojipe- 
lins raided lOssexand Kent. Hero, too, possibly 
because of tho brisk lire of tho anti-aircraft 
guns wliirdi met them at point after point, they 
foil back after having accomplished little or 
nothing. Two hundred bombs were dropped 
•and one casualty was reported.. On tho follow- 
ing night tho Zepjielins came buck again over 
the oast coast of Kent with ocpially negative 
results. 

'J'lie raid of May 2 witnessed tlie dispatch of* 
probably the greatest number of Zr-ppelins 


over directed against England at one time. 
They arrived at different points all along tho 
coast. One came southwards from tho 
Scottish coast; another proceeded north¬ 
wards to Aljerdoenshire. They were noted 
at different points from the coast of Nor¬ 
folk northwards. The astonishing feature of 
this raid was that so little was accomplished. 
Only two of the airsliips mode a .serious,attempt 
to pi'iictrato inw'urds. Tho airsliips did not 
discharge anything like tbeir normal load of 
bombs; in only one locality was any serious 



{O&h'ial /fhnioertt 

CAPTURHO AT SALONIKA. 
Sub-Lieutenant Thelen, the enfjineer, und 
Lieutenant Scherzer, the commander, of the 
Zeppelin wrecked by British gunners at Salonika, 

miseliief dune, and there fho total casnnlties 
only amounted to 3(1. 

In several instances tho Zeppelins were 
eloarly haltled. They missed eortaiii til)\imis 
]) lints at whieh they were aiiuiug. The most 
striking instatiee of this was showm by ' L 20,” 
whieh went northwitrds in Seotland. It mi-s-d 
Kdinburgh. at which it was [irohahly aiming, 
and wandered away lo Aberdeenshire. Ib-re it 
missed the towns and dropped bombs in fields 
far away. One or two qiiii't Scottisli manses 
in rural districts were startled by the noiso 
of the exiilo-iion of bombs. ” L 20 ' then crossed 
to Norway, winch it reae.lied next- morning. 
It eaine down in flafsfiord mneb damaged. 










192 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


Tho CTOw nbaiidonod it offer cU'streying parts 
of tlif ninrhinory. They were arrested and 
intenu'd. coininander of a Norwegian 

regiment stidioinjd near l>y iiotl tho wreekod 
airsiiip deslroyod. Appan'iitly it had been 
gmvtiy damageti t)y Hritisli gunfire'. One of tlu- 
<TOW told a emrre'spondi'iit that during the* 
nttiU'k on Itritain the airship was so injiirod by 
liritisli shells that tlie' e’ommaneier had Inirriesl 
towards home' tee avoiil e-aptore*. 

'I'lu' spring air e-ampaigii may l>e said let 
have (Inislii'd with twee raiils by seaphmes on tho 
Kouth e'iest eceast teewards the- e-riel eef May. 'I'hey 
re-peeile-el flee fivmiliar fe-eeteeres of sue-h raiels. 
'I’he- miie liiiie'S swe']jt eeve-r the- coast, elroppe-tl a 
feve’ beimbs, kille-el iv fe-w pe-ople, injnreed el 
e-lmre:li ateel some- se-heeeels, euid ese-ape-ti bt-fore- 
eem- pursuing ae-apleine's e-onlet rise- tee attae-k 
tlie-in. 

The main h-ature's eef the- siering eiir e eimpaign 
were the- ieu-re-eisc eef the- defe-nsives me-asun-s 
taki-n in 1'hegland. the- inepreevc-me-nt iie einti- 
eiire-reift giens, flee- iwlvane-e- in the- feerm eef 
se-archlights nse-d. aiiel tliee rneere- e-ITe-cti\i- 
re-gnlafieens her bafUing Ibi- i-ia-ieey’s si-nsee eef 
elire-eetieeii by thriewing the e-eeeinlry ini'e ehirk- 
ness. The- (Ii'i-iieenis eleneeenstreite-d the- gri-ale-r 
renege- eef Ze-ppe-liies, aiiet (-(eiiepclle-d I'iiigland tee 
eli\'e-rt ee e-e-rtain leieeeeieiel eef sire-ngtfe tee tin- 
eieeiintoteane e- eef ee n iele-spee-eal sy ste-m eef 
ei(»fe'ne-cs. 


As beetw-eet-n Zeppelins and onti-aircraft guns 
the< greater advnnt5e was rneido by tho gems. The 
eU-strueition of “L1.5” at the nvnith eif the* 
Tliamos and the damage inflictexi on “ L 20 ” 
in Serolland we-re diio to gunfire-. A reiiding 
Zepia-lin eippreeacliing Saleenik.i een Meiy 7 was 
heavily fire-el on by the- Kle-e't anel eeanee eieewn in 
a bla7.ee at thee jneenfh of the- Vardar River. Tho 
eex[et>rie’ne-e' of eeur Allies eilsee eiomonstrateed t hat 
ant i-aire-reift guns eef snflie-ie-nt. calibre- eein 
sfeme-time-s bo iise-d with gre-at e-lTe-ct. neet mejrely 
to eeeempe-1 ein eittacking Ze-ppe-lin tee seear high, 
but alsee tej lering it elown, e-ve-n eit a maxinmm 
he-ight. 

Tho main elisajepeeintme-nts of the- spring freem 
tho Briti.sh point, eef vie?w we-re- twte. The- first, 
weus the- feeilure- eef the' Ooveernneeeiel. tee e-eenseeli- 
eleite anei unify tho air ele-partnee-eets einei tee 
buil^ up a gre-eit Air Alinistry. Thei Ministry 
was fe'oling its way, through a meir.ee eef eeeene 
mittoos and lefeeirels, to the heist meeans eef 
re-me-elying tliee sheerte-eemings of preevieeu.s ye-.-irs. 
Tho second dis!i|epoint.ment was our inevbility tee 
launch sustevined anel vigeereius attacks ageiinst 
tiles (ie-rman air basees. .N'eetwithstanding theise- 
eli.sappeiintments, there- was re-ason feer e-ne-eeur- 
ageme-nt. .Slowly, in litere- of ele-e-p-aente-el preju- 
elie-.e-s, the (tiive-rnminl. was awake-ning tee a 
roali/.afieeii e'ef the- almeest \ilal ne-e-e-ssity eef 
-upre-meieey in Ihei air if vie leery in the war we-re- 
t > be - assure-el. 
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these questions and thousands more 
of a like nature by reference to 

VOLUME VII 

OF 

®bt ttinwtf fflSTORY 

(Parts 79-91 inclusive) 


1, When was the first Air Rate/ on this country f See Part 79 

2, What was Italy's position in the Trentino at end of last 

Summer's Campaign f ,, 80 

3, Where and when did the Austro-German '•'‘Drive" 

collapse f „ 81 

4, Git>e some instances of natsal activity w 1915 I* „ 82 

5, Ror what exploit did Lieut. Forshaw get the V,C.? „ 83 

6, Which of our Divisions was called “ The Old Guard of 

Gallipoli"? „ 84 

7, How manv War Loans have been issued since the 

beginning of the war ? ’ „ 85 

8, When did Lord French yield the command to Sir David Haig? „ 86 

9, What are the commonest forms of nerve injuries amongst 

our soldiers ? H 87 

10 . How was the remnant of the Serbian Army saved ? „ 88 

11. When was cotton declared contraband ? „ 89 

12. Do your children know the story of the Brixham smack 

Pro’yidence" ? 90 

13. What is the “ life ” of a big Naval Gun ? „ 91 

Collect these 13 Parts and keep them for future reference by 
binding them into Volume VII. in the Special Binding Cases 
issued by The Times for that purpose, and obtainable of all 
booksellers, etc., at the following prices : - 


Cloth - - - 1/6 
Half Leather 2/9 


Full Leather 5/- 
Full Persian 7/6 
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or abroad lists of 
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3. The latest Novels by the best authors. 

4, Books on the War. 

It also supplies the principal English newspapers and Magazines. It will 
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A few appreciations from readers are printed by permission :— 


*• I may say the books arrived in very 
good time yesterday, excellently packed 
and in perfect condition. Comment 
upon the extraordinary bargain they are 
is unnecessary ; they speak for them¬ 
selves. May I express my thanks to your 
staff for their attention and courtesy in 
replying so promptly to my rather 
spasmodic enquiries. One rarely ex¬ 
periences such treatment, which is thus 
the more appreciated.”—Dr. S., Forfar¬ 
shire. 

“ I wish to assure you of my apprecia¬ 
tion of your service, and of the oppor¬ 
tunity you afford to a foreign customer 
for obtaining books or papers desired.” 

—Mr. H. S. S., Illinois. 

“ All the books have now arrived, and 
I am much obliged to you for them. I 
am particularly pleased with the two 
interesting and scarce copies about the 
Suez Canal, for which you were good 

fFrite for our 


enough to advertise, seeing that I am 
only a casual customer of yours.”— 
Lt.-Colonel A. K. K. 

“ First let me thank you for the well 
chosen books you always send us.” 
—Kaid Sir H. Maclean, K.C.M.G. 

“ I should like to thank you for the 
books just received and the prompt way 
in which you always carry out my 
orders, and the interesting books you 
always send me when 1 ask you to 
choose the latest on your own account.” 
—Mrs. G. M. C., Bengal. 

“ 1 am very pleased with your selection 
of novels sent me fortnightly, and the 
home papers come with greatregularity.” 
—Mr. L. G., Northern Rhodesia. 

“ I received the parcel of books last 
night, and am more than satisfied with 
them. They far exceed my expecta¬ 
tions.”—Mr. A. W. S., Sheffield. 

Caia/ogues, 


THE TIMES BOOK CLUB 
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CHAPTER CXXIX 


RUSSIA AT WAR. 


Russian Feeling at Outbreak of War—Relations with Germany—Intern a l Politic: 
OuTUURST OF Patriotism—The Tsar and the Duma—The Goremykin Governmen' 
Demand for Reforms—Dissolution of the Duma—Ministerial Ghanoes —M. Gohemyi 
Resigns—Premiershii’ of M. Sturmer—'J’he Drink 1’roblhm and its Radical Rolutioi 
The rHURCJi—T he Mnkino ok the Russian Armif.s -Finance—Trade Routes and i 
Murman Railway (Jermvn “Penetration” of ItussiA and its Consequences—Fc 
I’R onr.i'.Ms—^iNnusTBiiis and Munitions Question -I’lin Anti-German Movement and 
Meaning—Attitude of the Jews -(>erman Ksfionage—Anti-German Riots at Mosooi 
Refugees—Red Cross Work Russia and her Allies- Anglo-Russian Relations 


W M l'’N < iormiHiy (Icclarcd war, Russia 
was in Oie iiiidsl. of a groaf Iraiis- 
fonnatioii. Tlio agrarian roforni“ 
iiiwifi'tiikon in 1!I0(1 laid alri-tMly 
yioldi'd siiriirising resoKs. Conununal iioidings 
witi’ Iwing rnpiilly siiporsi'di’d by farnislcads. 
and those, again, conibining in a la'taork of 
oooporafivo sooiotios, greatly enlaineed tlie 
output of farm produce. In an empire eon- 
taining over 100.(10(1,00(1 i>f rural jvipulation 
this tdiange bade fair to exerei.se a \'ery aus¬ 
picious influence ujion the social and ts'onomie 
fore.C8 of the country. 'J'hc eommiiiial sysR'in 
had offered little iiaa-ntivo to private eiiter- 
priso : in passing away it might leave a few 
scars, but its disupiieoranei' would strengthen 
and invigorate the wliole body corporate. Sia-h 
remarkable changes could not escape ttie notk'e 
of Russia’s neighbours. Ea<-h siii’ccssive develop¬ 
ment of the agrarian reform had been watched 
by the Gonnans with anxious attention. Agri¬ 
cultural commi-ssions went to Russia and 
reported on the work of tho laml settlemont 
••loards, the growth of individual holdings and, 
later, of the cooperative soeic'ties. 

As Russia w'axed strong in t he arts of peace, 
Germany came to discuss the advantage of a 
“ preventive war,” tlie idi'a being that- Russia 
should be crushed bcfoni she grew stronger and 
more enlightened, and so prevented from 
becoming too indejx-ndent of Germany. Few, 
if any, Russians seriously believed in the 
possibility of sucli a war. The emirmous 
interests Gontiany had at stake, her trade with 
the country, the innumerable ties of business or 
Vol. Vni.— Part 97. 1 


kinsliip (hat hound so many of her |K-oplc 
the Tsu.r’s subjects were mlduced as convinr 
arguments against the theory of Gerr 
aggression. Rii.ssia was flooded with { 
man gooils, and Cernmn iiiflueneo embro 
seienee, literature, art, even political ir 
tutions; (Jcnuiui Marxism permeated 
poisoia-d R ussian labour ; Gorman models w 
copied in the fasliioniug of ladies’ liress am 
the nilcs of iiarliamentary jirocedure. Tl: 
sands of Russians who had studied in Germ 
w’ert» holding high oftice ; tens of thousand: 
oflicials and ollieers were of German (lareiita 
the so-called monarehist partie-s in Russia v 
ail imbued with the utmost reverence 
Gennan ideas, and oidy in tho closest friondt 
M’ith Germany saw any salvation for the TJir 
and institutions of Russia. 

Nothing short, of l.init.al violence eoi 
indeed, have brought tho Russian pec 
into a fighting mood. Yet there w 
deop-sent etl causes of dislike towards 
Germans. They held a position of privit 
and favour (hat the Rus.sians could never 
gard with equanimity. Moreover, onlightei 
Russians jjerceived that modern Gennai 
while eontiiiuing to exert an undue irifluoi 
over Russian affairs, hiul herself siuik into I 
abyss of materialism, and that. Russia tu' 
cut lierself loose from this eontaminat ioi 

♦In ail Rrl.icU* enlitlfM) ‘*Tho J>angt’rK of Oern 
AHiHfic piihliRhod in 1915, V. Kurbatov wn; 

“ Formerly tho basic ft'atiirc'H of Oormati art w 
triviality and tho striving for easy and noisy huoc 
'I'hiH cannot hut induce a levelling down of roquiitmc 
in all domains of culture, wiuch, of cwuniie, leads to 
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THF TSAR. 

Conversing with Ceneral Williams, of the British 
Army, in Petrngrad. 

It \vn« lliiH revolt from evorytliiiiK Oermnn 
tiint itrom|i(.<i(l the tioeisioii to clmiitjo tlio 
ninui' of St. I’otoi'Klmr^; to tlio j)iiri'ly l{iissiau 
form of J.’otrogra<l, ii Revision wliicli «a.s loado 
alun’tly after the outhreak of liostilities. 

During the lust days of .Inly, lt)14, the 
Kiissiim )>eo|)lo were at last fully' alive to the 

wr<*<-kinj' <»f oulturo ilsDlf. of tins tispot < 

of tlw' <|no.-tli‘oii is of ihf' tjlinost imjKvrtaoco ff>r Itii.-'sin, 
Hincr, Ihmtks to t)u» fart tliut massrs of Hnssiaii youth 
I’.avr r>l)(iiiiiO<i tfioir hi>;lH'r (Miiiralittii iti (h'riiiany ati<i 
tliat niiisMOs of books lmv<^ I«mih traiislatrd from tJui 
Orniiati. RiissiaiL culture is iiifof'ttMl willi (hi* tnany 
dofrrts of Cirrinan culture. Such investigalioi) doo.s not 
iiivolvr an attempt ti» .m1u»w that (irrman <•^^l(u^•r is htwl 
in all fcsprcts, ju.st tvs it i.s ripmlly im]K»sNihJo to prove 
that (iortnatiH in all roHjiccts are barbariaiiA. 1( in 
possihlo that, othor f>ooplrH al.so, finiiing thrinsrlv<*s in the 
posit ion of oonquorors of the world, as the ftrrinanH 
regard thrmHolvoH, would disj»lay a riTtain iiiHolanea 
towards othrra. In the Oormatis, hi>wt>vor, that insolrncr 
lias passrd all bounds known to history. . . . Hiis.siaii 
url as y<*t has kept it.srlf ah>of from (Jennany an<l lui.s 
gravitated alino.st exclusively towards Kranre. Our 
artists who have been to Miinirh haTo not given ns 
anything rrrnarkahlo, whrrrus .Kranre has influenced 
Sianov (wlio himatdf itirtueneed Germany) and Ostroumov 
and Lc‘vitan and Serov, while Italy captivated \'rnbe|. 

. . . Acifpiaintance with the culture of modern Kiirope 
in no caao permits us to put Germany in tlie first j>lace. 


gravity of th<» sitnation. The war found them 
and their Oovornment united in a euminoti 
purjiose, smarting under a sense of wrong, 
indignant at the nieridaeity of the Gorman 
Emperor, wlio could tlaro to blame Russia for 
the war. The scale.s had fallen from tlmir eyes. 
The Ereneh J’residential visit, to I’etrograd 
in duly', ISlll, coincided with a general strike 
whieli G(Tman agents had alx’tted and perhaps 

III the domain of art there is none to eompnro w’ith 
Kranee : in the domain of science Kugland un(|ues1inn- 
ably stands ahead of her, while, when diseii.ssing technical 
perfection, America inu.st ho ineinded with Kuropeun 
eonntries. 'I’lio (juestion of Gcnnan eulturo is especially 
important toRnssnin.M becaiiNe. hy \irtne of ge«>graphi<‘Hl 
and liislorjeal conditions, (Jerintiny has jiowerfully 
an'erted Jtnssiaii culture. The present war iiiiiy prove 
salutary if it forces us to roapjiraisc these ipiestions.’* 

M. Kurbatov ciles (be baneful influetices of tlie 
(.ierman school upon Uus^iun architecture. bovroTh 

of the " mouuuK'ntnl " style olTend (be eye in Moscow, 
IVlrognvd atid other citie.s. ITiiconsciouHly, by virino 
of the intuition that the nnedneated uAksch Ireipienlly 
(lispiay. fho common pc'oplc, long before the war, had 
eoncoived a violent dislike for (lie (ha’mnii “art” 
exemplified in the now Kmhas.sy buikling in I’etrograd. 
Designi'd to resetnl.ile a prison or a universal slort'. the 
edifice was surmountod hy tw'o colossal hron/e horse.-, 
led by a mule male figure. Ryinboli/.ing dijvloinaey and 
trade dominated by Force. 'Ibe untutored iinizhiL 
knew notliing about the “niceii<*s” of the German 
sebool, but lie instiuctivoly felt that the idea of this ugly 
fahrle was a challenge ainl an alTront' to liis country. 
Js»ng before the war it wfVvS not an uncommon sight to 
iichold the eominon people stop in front of (he Kinhassy 
buil(.ling anil give outward expression to their dis¬ 
approval. Soofi afb'r the w'ar began the edifieo was 
wa*t^cke<l and the colos'-al figures were east down. 
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pniviiki'd. Muncy wtvw ccrtiiinly I'orllicoiiiiiif; 
I'roiii iinkiiowu sources to ]my (lie strikers, hut 
if (Jennan ealeiilatious had been based upon tin- 
spread of internal unrest, in Russia (hey were 
woefully ill-founded. No .sooner had the iui‘na.ce 
of war b(‘eonie a|iparent than tlu' strikers 
willingly resumed work, and whatever diflicul- 
(i<‘s w(-re subse(|ui'n( ly ex|)erieneed in t he 
labour domain they never etigenderi'd any 
doubt as t'O the dt>ep loyalty of the working 
classes of Russia. Russia's enemii's had iiniler- 
e.stimat(Hi the spirit, of the nation. Comjilete 
union between parties, elasstw. races, and 
religions was the response of the Kmpire to 
(lermnnie aggression. 

Tn the niauil'esto issued to his subjects at 
the outbreak of (he (heat War, Nicholas 11. 
said : 

At prt'scril we ttiv\e nol only (a Mieemir a kindrecl land 
which has l»een tmjiiMtly wroufreil, Imt to Mih'ynai-d lln- 
haiamr, di^iiily and intcarhy (d KiisMia as a area! 
Power. We (irmly l>eli(we (hal. in (he d(dein'e of (tieir 
couni.ry all ovir 1rn<' snhjeets will rise nniled in n spiril ot 
self.saerifiee. .A(. tins dn-nd Innir of (ri.-tl ina>’ all internal 
differences Vie for>tot(en ; rmiy the nni<ni of I he Tsar and 
his pitiiple lii'eiitne i-loser and stronger. 

In the rescript to M. (torernykin, March (i/19, 
1914, the I’remier was told that the “ weltare 
of his poo[)Ie should lait be saerifieeil to futile 
aspirations, soint'times fjuito alien to those 


national traditions and liistorical fonndations 
upon which Russia, had grown and become 
strong." 

'I'hese two pronouncements were destined 
to introduce an element of uncertainty into 
internal politics. 

During the first stages of the war, and until 
the disastrous retreat ot the Russian armies 
had aroused misgivings as to the cfliciency of 
tlu' administration, all parties and classes 
loyally refraiiusl fr<au politieid agitation. The 
Tsar's call to union was implicitly obeyed. 

It is dilliciill t.o exaggerate the enthusiasm 
which prevailed throughout the country during 
the memorabk' days of .bdy and August, 1914. 
A reniarkable .scene of n-verent enthusin.sm was 
witnessed on .August 2 out,sid<> the Winter 
I'ahM'C. within which the whoh( Imperial family 
and the Court wer<> att^aiding a Te Deum for vic¬ 
tory. Over .‘KtO.OtMt p<s)ple of all ranks stood in 
th(' burning sun for three hours. The popidarity 
of till' high personages who entered tlM^ I’ahwe 
could be gauged by the elieeriiig of tile crowd. 
(!('ncral Sukbomlinoff. M. Sazonoff. M. Krivo- 
shein, and M. (loremykin were enthusiastically 
greeted. A storm ot applause accompanied 
tJic (irand Duke Nielailas as h(' drove by in a 
motor-car flying the black and yellow stri|wd 
jfcnnant of tV.inn)nnd('r-in-(!'hief. Th'j French 
Embassy and Serbian Legation, alone of the 
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THE GERMAN EMBASSY AT 
PETROGRAD. 

The figures on the parapet we/e pulled down by 
the mob. 

foreign nuesione, attonded the function and 
were received with tlu' heartiest applause by 
the detnonstraturs. 

Inside the Palace, the Tsar told the nsseiu- 
bled gathering of statesmen, courti<-r.s, soldiers, 
and seamen : “ War has been forced n])on us. 
1 hereby take a solemn pledge not t o eonelude 
j)eaeo so long a.s a single enemy remains on 
Russian soil.” Then the Emperor and Emprc'ss 
appeared on the balcony. 'I’ho sturdy figure of 
the Sovereign, elatl in a khaki field tunic, was 
seen bowing repeatedly to flut multitudo. The 
innumerable banner bearers of patriotic societ ies 
bent, the knee devoutly, invoking the blessing of 
the Sovereign. The common people, espoeiaily 
the reservists, remained kneeling, their gaze 
riveted ot> the IJttle l'’ather. It was a sight 
destinwl to live long in Russian history. 

A week later, the r€!coption of the Houses at 
the Winter I’alaee and the spetsdies of the Tsar 
and the two J’nwidents left, an iinleliblo iin- 
])ression on all who heard them. President 
Rodzianko addressed Russia’s enemies thus ; 

“ You think dissension and dislike disunite irs, 
whereas all the nationalities inhabiting th(> 
boundless territories of Russia have joino<l 
together in one vast- family since danger 
threatens our common fatherland.” 


That old enmities, party hatreds, personal 
jealousies had been forgotten betiame evident 
from such an extraordinary sight os the Caflet 
leader, M. Miliukoff, walking arm and nnn with 
the reactionary Jew-baiter, M. Purishkevitch. 
IM. Purishkevitch had earlier made public 
recantation before a representative gathering 
of Jews. The Constitutionalist, M. Rodzianko, 
sat on the window-sill beside the reactionary 
M. Zamyslovsky. 

At 11 o’clock the EmjsTor canu! out and 
stood in the midst of a circle formed by Mitiis- 
ters, l.)e|)uties, and. Councillors. His Majesty 
W(a'e the eam[>aign dress of a colonel of the 
h’oot (luards, and was attended only by the 
Minister of the Court. .Amid tleep silence 
rang out words that vent straight to the 
hearts of his hearers. Ho welcomed them 
in these ominous and troubleil flays when 
Cermany anti Austria had fleelarfsl war 
on Ru-ssia. The great outburst of love of 
country aiul loyalty to the ’i'lirono that had 
sv'cpt tempest-likff over the land was tlw 
warrant that the groat mother Russia would 
carry the war to the desired eiul. Ho was 
animated by the same sentiments of love and 
siwrifice, and was also willing to lay down his 
life, and from that conseiousne.ss of unity with 
his people he derived strength anti confidence. 
'I’hcy were not only defetnling tlm honoiu’ and 
dignity of I heir tiwn soil, but also their brotht-i’s 
by blood amt faith. He rejoicetl to see the 
union of tin.- Slavs developing ns strongly ns that 
of Russia. Hff knew that- everyone there would 
do his fluty. 'J'hen, raising his vtiiee, the Tsar 
uttfired the htnuely Russian saying ; “ Groat 
is the (.!fxi of the Russitiu land.” The legis¬ 
lators respt.infled with ti thimdt;rf)us hurrah, 
and immediately afterwartls sang “ Gcal save 
the 'J'sar.” When silence had been restored, 
the acting Vice-Presithfiit, M. Golubeff, replied 
on behalf of the l!p[)cr House. President 
Rffdziankt), who followed, made a speech w'hich 
deeply moved the Stivereigu, who was seen tt) 
press his hand to his heart os if ovfsrcome by the 
depth f>f his feeling. 

The Tsar after a slight pause saifl, in n voice 
as strong aufl firm ns ever: “ Gtmtlemen, 1 
thank you frfnn my heart for the sincere 
feelings of patriotism that you have shown in 
word and dee<i. I never doubtod them. With 
nil my soul 1 wish you success.” Then, raising 
his voice and devoutly crossing himself, ho 
added, “ God bo with us.” 

In this very hall, on the previous Sunday, 
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over a IhoiisarKl young Holdiers about to go to 
ttio fvtail IukI prayotl togothor with tho Tsar. 
Old courtiiirs, mindful, oven at .such an lioiir, 
of ctiquotic, had iiisisf«-d that this wo\ild ho 
irregular, hut the young f'mprcss overrode all 
their ohjoclions, and in a fine blaze of indig¬ 
nation oxclaiined, “It is they who are going 
to fight. It is with thoju tliat the Tsar must 
ininglt! his prayers.” 

The special session of th<‘ Duma lasted three 
and a. half hours. The voting of three Hills 
ilealing with war sujiplies oc<'upied only as 
many minutes. 

I'nfeigned and deep had been the delight of 
the ma.s.ses when it luwl become known that 
rireat Hritain would join hands with Franco 
and Kus.sia. I’uhlie. feeling was thoroughly 
represented in the proceedings of the Duiiar. 
The 'J'iiHf'i correspondent wrote that during 
the ten years he hail attended the sittings 
of the Duma he hml niwer heard such ovations 
as those which greeted M. .SazonolT and the 
repis'sentatives of the Allied Powers. First the 


Serbian, then the Belgian Ministers, and later 
the French and British AmbassiMiors wero 
cheered w’it h iiKlescrihahle enthusiasm. When 
8ir (leorge Buchanan rose to bow’ his thanks, 
the M'holo House—the public and the I’resa 
galleries, the I*residcnf' and ollieers of the 
House, and all the Ministers- rose shouting 
“ Hurrah for old Kiiglaml.” 

(hie afti'r another the repr<>.sentativo.s of all 
the laitionalities - Jews, (iermans, 'I'artars, and 
all (larties aseended the ro.strum, each pro¬ 
claiming his love of the Fatherland and ch'termi- 
nation to stand shoulder to shoulder. The 
declaration of the Polish Deputy was (larticu- 
hu’ly impri'ssive. 'riic Poles, he said, wero 
throwing in their lot with the Slavs against 
'I'eutonic o|)pr('ssior., as they had done 500 
years ago at th(' battle of (Irunowald.* 

Apparently nothing could mar tho truce that 
had been called between political parties. 
Th(' disastrous battle of iSoldau-Tannenborg 

• Kiicwn ill tlcraiiui history aa the Battle of Tannon- 
lierc. 



THE TSAR REVIEWING COSSACKS. 
He ia accompanied by the Tsarevitch. 
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RUSSIAN IMPERIAL PALACE AT TSARSKOE SELO, CONVERTED INTO A HOSPITAL FOR WOUNDED OFFICERS. 
Left to right: Grand Duche« Mari. (I); Grand Duchess OI«a (2;; The Tsaritaa {3; ; Grand Duchess Tatiana (4) j GranJ Duchess Anastasia (5). 
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at the end of Septtnnher, 1914, eansod seaniely 
n ripple on tlie broiul, deej) waters of Russian 
confidoneo. 

The peo|ile did not for uu instant doubt the 
Cfiuntry's det<'nnination to curry on the war, 
but there was not the sanies confidence in 
t he ability of the (»ov(‘iTnncnt to resist an offer 
f)f prt'Tnattire peac<\ 'J'lie Mostiow m(‘rchants 
telej;raplK*d a loyal address t<.) the Tsar in which 
they vcntunsl to expose their doubts amt 
uncertainties on the sur>j«x't : 

Hi) tlK‘ liislnricti) iiajiortiiiK'o uiut iiocossi- 
tios of i\u‘ tnoinoiii. wo, in ooiniiiun with the wiiolt' of liie 
llns'^inti poopio, dosiro fhal thin wnr slioiihl be carrii'd on, 
oven if nil the enex'^^ies of (he J'^iapin) have (o 1»« oxer(ed, 
hihI tliat peiKMi ne;'otiitiions >$}ionl<l m)t lio permitJed 
until our \ ielorious iirinios have poned-Mled inlo llio very 
liOMTt of liostde (Jonnany. 

Tsar ti*h*p*aphed on \ovr‘inber 4 : 

IMojiso tell the AIom'ow mon-haid^; that T slneerely 
and. al tlni snine tim*‘. shar*' llio sentiments ll»e^- 
have expressed. 'J’lieir appreliensicwi.'- Jire ffr«>uiidle.ss n- 
to (ho pohsihili(y of au\ |w;n*e n< 7 'otnuions luitsoevf'r 
l>ein;i periniiltil nidil «nii eneinics are e4>ioplete|y 
ernsluMi. 

rf (Hiyfhinc could lici>.'li(cii llic )>(i|>u1)),r 
Rolisfiicli(>!i, il witrt the < Jriind ]>oke’H prochona- 
tiiin to dll' Poll's, aniiouocinn the i-csorrccl ion 
of t he Polish lull ion. 

Inlernal polities remained in an eminently 
satisfactory eondilion for scM'ial months. 'I'he 
arrest and trial of M. Vladimir Hoiirtseff in 
l'’el>rua.ry, li)15. was the only nofeworlliy event. 
M. Ifonri.selT, who liad played an import ant. part 
III diselosiiifT the a.huseM eonneeted with the 
)iolitieal police sysleni, decided when the war 
liroke out that il wa.s lime for all Ttnssia’s 
sons to rally to their eoimlry. lie returned 
home after |)iihlishin^ in T/ie I’iiiiin a letter 
explaining his motives, only to (in<l llial the 
police, (U'liny upon a letjal formality, considered 
him a fnnitive from justice. J-le was taken 
under arrest, and subsequently tried for Ichc- 
majvMi. incurring a nominal penalty. 

The Government and the people had ex¬ 
pected a hard struggle with Germany, but few 
if uiiy Russians entertaiiK'd any serious fear 
as to the war lasting much beyond tbo winter 
of 1914. So long as the Russian armies were 
advaneing in Galieia, even if they hiul had to 
fall hack in Poland, a])prelien8ion n.s to the 
struggle being long protractofl did not arise: 
and although the liM.!k of munitions, well known 
to the army since the previous iiulnnm, should 
havo ^ e^^geiidei'ed some disquiet, it was only 
when The Timex began its campaign for the 
mobilization of industries that Russian opinion 
awoke to the gravity of if ie situat ion. Russia’s 


ilisastors in the Galicitm theatre' and the en- 
foreeil retirement of her forces brought matters 
to a crisis, iH'sulting in the dc))arture from ollice 
of General Sukhomlinoff and t he appointment 
of General Polivanoff as Minister of War. 

Many .sensational rejiorls were current at the 
time (is to the caii.ses of this eliange, and they 
cro|>|)cd up afrosli mnny months later, wiien 
General Siikhomlinofl' was arrested on charges 
of neglecting and exceeding his oflicial powers ; 
but it i.s not, necessary to say more. The lack 
of high explosive shells and delieiency in the 
calling out and training of reserves afforded 
ample cause for the change decreed by llio 
Tsai'. 



M. BOURTSEFF. 


For some winks liefore this event, which 
look place at the end of .bine, 191.^, the political 
atmosplieni had become much ohsciiri'd. 
Russian jnihlie men Is'longing lo all parties 
were engageiJ in R(<d Ooss and oilier war 
Mcirk, and knew ((iiib' vicll that there was a 
serious shortage of munitions and men. I'lie 
truce could not he continued, at lea-t not as 
between the Duma and the Government. 
Ilepi'esentatives of the nation hud to speak up, 
or be accused by the people of neglecting their 
dull'. President llodzianko, acting with the 
eoneurrenee of his eoileagiies. miule his voice 
felt in high (piarters, and it was .said that tile 
retirement of General Sukhomlinoff and the 
appointment of General Polivanoff wcri' decided 
somewhat hurriedly at the Grand Duke's 
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ABOUT TO SET OUT FOR A SLEDGE RIDE. 

The Tsarevitch (X) and some of his cousins in the (trounds of the Tsar’s palace at Tsarskoe Selo. 


l)o(Ml(]uartors, iiftor iin Iiiiporial <;oiif<-r<.‘uoo at 
vvhiuli tli(! I’rt'.sidi'iit of tiu' Duma pluycMl no 
ini’OiisKh'ralilc part. 

During the sad months of the groat, rolroat 
llio fooling of tlis.satisfaction naturally grow. 
]t \va.s unanimously agrood hy all jiartios, 
oxoopting flio oxtroino romit ionarios, (hat othor 
ministorial oha-ngos woro ossontial. M. (h>ro- 
inykin a.t>poaro<l to ho ooia^'niod only with tho 
carrying out of tho Tsar's hohosts nhout 
“futile aspirations”—miaitionol al)ovo. Tho 
Tsar’s idea lunl l«>on oxpro.ssod in the phrase, 
“ Kefornis later ; meanwhile, all for tho 
war.’’ This s<'ntiment. hovvovor, oonld not ho 
r<>coneilod with tho internal situation after th(' 
failure of (he W'ar OHieo litiul Ix-ofime manifest. 
M. Uoroniykin eannot he exousod from tho 
grave responsibility he inotirrod in not advising 
tho Kmperor artcordingly. Any ehango or de¬ 
parture from tho existing order of things was 
regarded by him as an insidirais attemiit to 
introduce 1‘arliainontary govt'niment, which 
he reganlc-d ns utterly “ irreconeilahlo with t he 
national traditions and historical fiaindations.’' 
The “ union of tho Tsar and his [k-ojiIo ” i»ro- 
e.laimed in the Manifesto of August 2 was rawer 


understood by M. Ooremykin in a broad 
sense. 

M. Krivoshoin, the sirongo.st. man in (ho 
(3ov<‘rnmeid, who had carried out (he marvel¬ 
lous agrarian reforms, was looked upon as tho 
coming premu-r. TIk'I'o ser'ins trr Ix' o\ory 
reason to Rujrpose. that th<' post was iwtually 
otiered to him at the time when th-neral 
i’olivaiarIT entorr'd (ho ministry, and that he 
dr-elinod tho rrlTer, hecauao ho wantcxl a free 
hand in choosing all his colleagues, whe-reas 
three of tho miiusters were notoriously incom- 
patihle with any policy of conciliation. 

As the summer of lt)ir> waxed and wanetl 
popidar dise.ont.ont steadily gri^w. It every¬ 
where took the form of an insistent demand for 
tlu' assembling of the Duma. Doth Houses at 
limgth met. in August. After much criticism of 
the (lovermiK'iit., the varirais eonstitutiorail 
jiarties both in the Duma and in th<' Council of 
the Kmpirrr agreed to draw up a list of demand.s, 
and to pre.ss them upon th<> sovereign’s atten¬ 
tion. Tho movemeid. resulted in what was 
know ji as the programme of the l*rogre.s5ive hlor. 

As those demands were backed up by a largo 
majority of tin- Duma and a sub-stantial sect ion 
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of tlio Up|HT Housi'. and inHWlod in iii«' llrst. 
|>laci' iij)on t)ie summoning of ininislors on- 
joying tlio oonfidonoo of tlio nation, M. (Joro- 
niykin imd to mnUo up liis mind oillior to 
rortign or to disHolvo t.lio Oumft. Ho olios<* 
llio lal-tor oonrso, and lio did so ailiioiit ovoii 
<-ons(ilting liis oolloagiios. Tlio lorms of tlio 
rosoript oitod aliovo proliably satistiod him iliiit 
ho was oidy doing his duty. 'J’liroiigh his in- 
fluonoo M. KodzianUo’s ap|)lioatioii for an 
aiulionoo was unduly |>oslponod. Al. (ioromyUiii 
was oontirmod in his ojiinion hy tho ahsonoo of 
any Iroiihlo uftor tho jirorogation a I'iroum- 
stimoo whioh ho somowhai hastily inlorprotod 
ill his own favmir. 

I’lihlio attoiition was luuoh oiigagod at (his 
timo hy tho Tsar's dooision to tako jiorsiaial 
oommaiid of tho land and soa foroos ougugod in 
military opi'rations. Tho command had hooii 
toniporarily I’onfidod to tho tlrand JJitko 
Nioholas at tho onthroak of war, hooanso, as tlu' 
terms of his appointmont road, the I'hnporor 
“ for reasons of ai gonoral I’haraolor found it 
inipossihlo to assunio (hose liutios thon.” M. 
(Joromykin would not sujiport (ho majority of 
tho other niinistors, who did their \ory host to 
ilissuade the Tsar from taking n]ion himself tho 
diroet responsihility of operations at a. time 


when tho Army was still being <‘xtrientod 
from a dillioiilt jiosition. His Majesty said, 
with eharaotoristie diroi-tnoss and nobility, that 
in tho first |ilaoo ho felt it to bo his mission and 
his duty to assuiia^ (his responsibility : in tho 
soeond plaei' ho (iroforrod to take o\er the 
eommand at a time when he eould do so without 
wresting (he laurels from anyone's brow ; and 
thirtll_\'. that if it was written that he and his 
dynasty should perish well, it w as w ritten, and 
ho oiaild not alter it. The Tsar and subse- 
(paaitly the 'rsarovitoh aoeordiugly went to 
tho Front, whore in tho oour.so of tho eampaigu 
(he\' reeeis'od the ero.ss and iiK'ilal of St. (.Joorgo 
respectively from the hands of their geiierals. 

M. (ioromykin's eoiiyi against tho jiarliamon- 
tary institution of tiu' eouutry stimulated and 
enoouragod the roaetionary elemonts. 'I’his 
movement led to a eongre.ss of tho so eallod 
.Monarehist parties at. Nizhni XovgoriKl, in Do* 
eenibor, 191."i. at. which re.solutions eondomning 
the idea of a constitution and advoi-ating the 
aholilion of (ho Duma were oarriod, much 
to the disgust and disapproval of all genuine 
and self res|i»'etiiig ('’onservativos in Ktissia. 
The high •.sounding jihrasi-s of this congress 
ilid not, however, bring gisid look to tho 
I’rinie .Minister, who had called them forth. 



MEMBERS OF THE HOI.Y SYNOD. 
The Metropolitun of Petroffrad (!n centre). 
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He was destined to fall within two months, 
when it had become too obvious that his policy 
towards the Duma had only strengthened the 
extriano parties and was <;uieulated to weaken 
the forces of the country. 

l.ong before M. Ooreinykin’s vain struggle 
against coiistitulional developiiient <-arno to 
an end, important changes lu«l been made 
among tlu; members of his Ministry. In .lune, 
101.'5, M. Maklakoff had hecai rtdieved of his 
duties us Minister of tlu' Inferior. Public 
opituon had tong regarded him as one of riie 
main obstacles tf> a working agreement betwec'U 



GENERAL SHUVAEFF. 
Russian Minister of War. 


the Dtima and the Government. He was 
notoriously a retrograde in politics, but so long 
•ns the administration of his department was 
not marked by any seritais disorders he retained 
oftiee. But .soon after the Moscow disturl)unc(>s 
(see page 22.'») lie htid to resign, and his post 
wa-s conferrcil upon Prince' .Shcherbatoff. As 
Prince Sheherbatoff had long held important 
elt'Olive jiosts in the provine-ial administration, 
his appointment was rt'gariled as a elisfira-t 
promise of reform in the bureaucratic police 
methods. He ilid nothing to provoke criticism, 
but neither did he merit any jiarticular rei'og- 
nition. M. Maklakoff's departure coinciflod 


with that of M. Rhchoglovitoft, the Minister of 
Justice, who, together with M. Kasso, the 
Minister of Education, harl for many years been 
the pillars of reiudion in the Government. Ho 
was replaced by M. Khvostoff, a moderate 
(Conservative sitting in the llpper House, w’ho 
Itecame known us a conscientious member of 
the Government. 

After the events connected with the dis¬ 
solution of the Duma, the jiosition of M. 
Krivosliein and other Ministers who had 
resolutely opposed that measim) became 
increasingly difhcult. It is true that the 
Morkmen hud remained rpiiet and that there was 
no outward evidence of disi'oiitent, but hostility 
towanls the (ioremykin administration was 
undoubtedly assuming an acute form through¬ 
out the country. M. Goremykin's dream of 
breaking u|) the jirogrossivt' hioc and organizing 
a Conservative majority argued his entire 
inability to understand the situation. Popular 
discontent was voiced by innumerable resolu¬ 
tions of censure passed by variiars pulilic 
bodies. Moreover, the rnjihl rise in the j)rice 
of commodities and the s<'ar<'ity of food and 
fuel in the great cities, sujieraddi'd to the 
terrible r-ircumstances atti'iiding the iinasion 
of fiftr'cn province's, especially t hf' wholesale 
I'xoilus of millieais of homeless refugees, all 
si'rvi'd to increase the geiu'ral tension. 

F’aceel by the alternative' of rendering himself 
a party to a eontinuatiou of .M. Gea'i'inykin's 
]ioliiical experiiiK'nts or of resigning oHice, 
M. Krivoshi'in de'cided ujioii the latter I'mirse. 
His resignation wa.s probably hastened by the 
ajipointmt'iit of a new Home Minister in the 
place' e)f Prince Shcherbatofl', anel the dramatic 
di.smissal of M. Samnrin, the procurator of thee 
Holy .Syimd, an e'vent, which shocked public 
ojiinion becau.s(' he was known to have' playe'el 
a very I'ue'rgetic part in an atte'mjit to put an 
eind to till' Hasputin .scemdal.* M. Khx ostolT, 
a nephc'w of the Ministf'r of Justice, was J’rince 
Shclu'rbatoffs suetcessor. He had recently 
attracted notice by a somewhat violent sjjeecli 
in the Duma, diis'cting attention to the rise in 
price of necessaries of life and to the dangi'rous 
influence of German cajiital in the Hussian 
banks. 'I’he new Home Secretary imnusliately 
began to ('onciliato the Press and the public by 
giving innumerable “ interviews ” in which 
he jiroinisi'd to apjily remedies to alt the ills 
complained of. The introduction of such a 
Falstafliim element into the .Ministry was 
• Cf. page 207. 
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TSAR INSPECTING MUNITION WORKS. 


calculiiti'il (d iliKHoUc tlio Irtsi I’lciiK’iits of 
cofiosioii ainonu; ita iiaaiilHTS. It is saiil lliat 
a group of tlioin. iiichaling M. Krivoshoin, Af. 
Kluiritoiioff, ftiul Count IgniiticfT, flic now 
Alinisfor of T^diioatJon, mot and dooidoil to 
prosont tfioir oollooli \'0 rosignnt ions to tlio 
1'sa.r. 

M. Klivostoffs ()iiasi-T Jlioral doolarations 
ofTondod (lie oxtroino Right party in tho Oiima, 
of whioh ho was loador. and at tlio saino tinai 
aronsod soino hojios that ho iniglit ho in oarnost, 
and in that oaso M. Coroinykin would luivo to 
rosign tho I’romiorship to him. Aloanwhilo tho 
n'uasomhling of tho llonsos had hoon indolinitoly 
postponod. Al. (Joroniykin was still iindor 
tho dolnsiiai, I hat ho oonld rall^■ a sntlioiont 
iiuiiibor of fiiipportt'rs in tlio Duma. Aftor 
waiting two months, tho Kmpona’, roalizing that 
the aged Rrimo Atinistor hail hoon ill-informod, 
decided to allow Iiim to resign. His suooossor, 


M. Stnrmor. a stntosman of Consor\'ativo. but 
not iinoom))romising tondonoios. immodiab-ly 
snooooilod in rolioving tho ti'iision, anil on his 
advioo not tally was tho l>iinui assiaiiblotI. hut, 
making a dopartnro from all prooodont. tho 
Tsar wont in porson to attoinl its oponing 

a slop whioh oallod forth profound and 
unanimous approbation. 

'I’ho tiismissnl of Al. KhvostofT from tho , 
Homo Otiioo shortly aftorwards lod to tlio 
thsolo.siiro of allot her scandal oonnootoil wit h 
I ho naiiio of Raspnt in. 

in Alaroh. lit lii, I la-ooiintry loarnod witlitfot'p 
rogrot that (toiioral I’olivanoff had rosignod. 

It was surmisod that dillionitios had arisen 
with rospool to tho siihmissiiai of oortnin 
military i|uoslioiis to tho Hnnui. ITidor tho 
Ru.ssian oonstitntion thi‘ affairs of the A,rmy, 
Na\y. Churoh, anil foreign affairs are ex- 
jirossly oxoluded from tho purview of llie 
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A MOTOR CYCLE CORPS ARMED WITH MACHINE GUNS. 


Duma’s derisions. f!eii<>ral PoliN’niioff while. 
Assislnnti-lMinister during llie Siikhomlinoff 
administration liad difTeif'd wiili his chief on 
this same t)uestion. WImtt'ver were tlie pre¬ 
cise reasons of the resignation, it. eame liappily 
at a time vvlien (Jeneral i’olivanofl' had already 
carried out far-reaelting reforms in the pri'- 
paration of the re.ser\es an<l liad tlierehy 
onormously .strengtliened the armies in tlu^ tit'Id. 
His siieeessor. tleia'ral SJiinaeff, formi.'rly 
t’liief of t he. ('oinmi.ssariat Serv ice, was a 
specialist in matters of hiisine.ss organixation, 
and one of his new a.s.sistan1.s. Senator t lariii, 
had Ix'en instrumental in disclosing ahuses in 
<-onneeti<ai with army contracts, it was hoped 
tliat the new' appointments would help to fr<-e 
Kussia from the corruption tliat unfortunately 
still existed in several of the dei>artmenls of 
State, 

(Ino of the main strongholds of the old 
corrupt iiH'thods had hei'n the railway ailminis- 
tration. iM. Kitkhlotf, Mitiister of A\'ays of 
('omimttiM'utioii, had heen compelled some 
months previously to hand in his resignatiiai, 
and General Trejion'. an inexperiencisl hut 
energetic ami honest ollieial, had taki'ii his 
place. 

At the eomtneneemeid of 1014 the Tsar had 
aniKamced his firm, unallera.hle will to enwlicate 
the drink evil. A change of Ministers aceom- 
panif'd this pronouncement. M. Kokovtsoj'f’s 
iluties as J’remier and Mini.stor of Finani'c 
falling to M. Oonanykin ami M. Hark respec¬ 
tively. Hut although none could gainsay the 


hemdits of temperance, many remained under 
the conviction (hat the aholitioii of the liipior 
revenue would hopele.ssly cripple the finani’es 
of the eouniry without estahlishing a real 
refonu. If. howevi'r. (he loss of the revenue 
friau drink was serious enough for the Treasury, 
its eontinuanee meant ruin to many of the 
pea,.sants. In his He.scri|>t (o ,M. Hark on (he 
latter's ajipointment as .Ministi'r of Kinance in 
Fehrnary. 1014, tlu' 'I'sar dejilored “ (he imaii'n- 
ful spei'tai'k' of wasted lives, domestie misery 
and ik'caying hnsiness resulting from in(em|ier 
ance,” which hi' had had to contemplate during 
his recent (our through some of (hi' finest pro¬ 
vinces of his Empire, and announced (hat it was 
unseemly “ (o hase the welfare of the Kxidieipier 
upon (he moral and material ruin of his suh- 
jects." The 'I'.sar's inferesi in the ipie.stion 
hriaight an immediate response from (ho 
|)ea.saiits. In many [ilaees (hoy resolved to 
close the monojxily shops and pelilioned ae- 
cordingly. 'I'hen camo the outhreak of war. 
All were agreed that the dilTerimei' hetwi'on the 
conduct of a great, war with and without tem- 
peranco woiilil ho (hat hetw'i'cn certain and 
douhtful victory. During mohilixat ion the 
liipior shops were closed and suhseijuenlly (his 
temporary measure was made permanent. 
Trohahly no other country in the world could 
have .secured the aholition of drunkonnc.ss at 
such a crisis. 'I’he 'I'-sar had hoth ( he i«)wer and 
(he will to do it. He spoke the word and 170 
millions of his people obeyi'd it, 

Hy suppressing the sale of intoxicating 
liquors the Tsar cut off nearly one-third of the 
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annual revonuo. The vodka monopoly alone 
brought in about 650,000,000 roubles* not 
profit. Its removal alloctod almost every 
branch of national husbandry. The potato- 
grower, brandy distiller, bottle .manufac^turer, 
sealing-wax maker, carrier, dealer, restaurant 
keeper w('re bound to siitter more or less 
severely and claim relief or compensation. But 
the Great War itself introduced such sweeping 
changes in the internal economy of f.he State 
that an event so startling as the suj)pression of 
drink could bci a|.tenii)t<xl wit bout daug('r. To 
the Tsar’s clear perop|)t.ion of these facts and 
to his high-minded ami steiulfast i-esolv<! 
Jtussia owed her greatest asset in the war— 
tenii)erance. 

The drink evil had ever been prominent in 
Russia. The chronicOes of a thousand years 
earlier roeorded the popular pre(lile<-tion for 
sl.rt)ug bex erages. Drink played, a fateful part 
in Hu.ssian history, being tin- direct cause or 
incentive to rioting and disorder. Normally 
the mildest of men, the Russian became violent 
and bloodthirsty iiiuler the stimulus of liijuor. 
During tbe days of serfdom the rural masses 
could not indulge in unrestrained drunkenness. 
Aft.crwarils tbe \ ice assert.i'd its sway in growing 
measure as th<‘ pe!i.sant bisame imle|H‘ndent 


• 'I’lio mci'luHigo value i)f I ho niublo iu iiuriniil limoH i 
aboiil. !».."► to tlu't. Rouhlos tnny, therefore, ho ujfpre.M 
malcly coiivorto<l into poiaxls hy ilit idhig I'V la 



WOMRN WORKING AT THE DOCKS. 



M. STIJRMER, 

Who succeeded M. (iuremykin in January, 1916, 
us Premier. 


and begtiu to <>arn more money'. The introduc¬ 
tion of the vodka ntonopoly, far from dis¬ 
couraging drunkt'niK'ss, only provided a chea|>er 
and sountler litpH-tr. which being pundiased m 
bulk XVU.S consumed in larger (jiiantities at a 
time tmd often iti the home, inducing habits of 
intemperance in the family. UndiT the old 
sy stem the womt'u and childrt'u had bei>n sjtared 
this ordeid. .Money becoming more plentiful in 
till' villages as the railways and nuumfacturing 
Iridiisllies extended the field of labour, drink 
came to play a still larger ]>art in the life of the 
pi'ople. Every domestic t'vent, like a birth, 
death, or marriage had to be ct-lebiated by an 
orgy' of X’odka. Money spent iji drink and 
atteniliint expemliturc must have run away 
with a third of the hoii.sehold budget. 

Incalculable were the moral and material 
Ixau'tils of the change. The villages were 
unrecogni/.a,ble. I’erfcct ordt'r and tniiui'iillity 
prevailetl in places where btallam hail reigned, 
where foul languagt' and fouler acts hail been 
the enter of the day. f.ife anil property Ix'caiue 
secure. I’roiluctive capacity' increased by at 
least llu percent. I’reviou.sly people htwl worked 
only three or four days a wts-k, the remainder 
being given uir to ilebauchery. Most, if not all, 
of t he vast sums squandereil in drink, which may 
be computod at. anything over a thousand million 

9^—3 
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roubles per annum,* roinainod in the iuuids 
of peasants and wont to swell the savings bank 
doix>sits. But adding 30 per cent, to the comings 
of the fajnily, in accordance with its increased 
productivity, another huge sum of something 
like two thousand million roubles would accrue. 
The temperance edict thereby assurod to 
Hussia on addition to her wealth that would 
compensate for almost any strain upon her 
financial resources and credit. But for (ho 
purpose immediately at hand—that is, for the 
victorious outcome of tho war, the effect of tho 
edict was such that words cannot describe i(. 
Never had thei-o been a mobilization on so 
large a scale, yet, excepting for one or two 
places where the rt'servists looted the liquor 
stores.uiibroken orflerand tranquillity prevailed. 
Had it been possible to iiurchaso vodka every 
village, every izlxt. (hut) would have ruined 
itself to speed the parting warriors, and we 
should liavo hud to contemplate an endless 
series of appalling scenes that would have 
deeply marred th<! patriotism and loyalty so 
sincerely evinced by the nation. The suppres¬ 
sion of drink was largely accountable for the 
W'ondcrful snujothnoss and rapidity of the 
l<us.-iaji mobilization. 

There had been a certain amount of teniper- 
an<!c activity in Russia for many yetu's, luider 
the auspices partly of tho brandy monopoly (a 
soniowhat paradoxical combination) and partly 
of tho Orthodox Church. Tho sectarians luid 
Olfl Believers were all rigid teetotallers. Thev 
represented a fairly numerous contingent 
aggregating several millions, and to these 
should bo added the Musulnuin inhabitants. 
Jt nray bo roughly figured that from twenty 
to thirty millions of people in Russia were 
proof against the wiles of strong drink. The 
temperance movement hod therefore a v<;ry 
wide field, embracing much more than a hundrtsl 
million people. From what has already lieen 
said about the extent and evils of drunkenness 
it is evident that tho energies of tJiis movement 
were for from fruitful. One of the main causes 
of this non-success must bo sought in the 
unfavourable state of the Church. Its influence 
had l)een fast declining during tlie previout 
decade. The hierarchy, recruited entirely from 
tho monastic or Block Clergy, had become a 
part of the buroaueratio machine; while the 

* The peasants paid much more for vodka than the 
amount received by the Treosury (about 1,000,000,000 
roubles), the difference going to illicit dealers and in 
extravagant entertainment. 


White, or parochial Clergy, scarce superior in 
culture to tho peasants among whom they 
worked^ found thentselvus unfitted and unable 
to cope with the larger requirements arising 
from the irresistible growth of tho village. 

But tho Russians, in common with other 
Slav races, were so profoundly iittbued with 
religious faith that, despite these very adverse 
features of clerical life, there was every indica¬ 
tion of a religious revival as soon as the con¬ 
ditions became favourable. Certainly never 
had d(>e()or religious fervour prevailed in tho 
Russiiui annies than duruig the Great War. 

It would necessitate a very exhaustive st iidy 
to prt'sent a fidl account of all tho deficiit'ucios 
of tho Russian Church organization. That 
reforms were nece.ssary becatuo evident us 
soon as the administration of the country hud 
bcM'ii placed upon a new basis by the intro- 
iluctiou of representative government. One iff 
tlie crying evils connected with the Church 
was the tolerance shown towards udventurens, 
who, under tho guise of religion, exorcised 
undu<- and sometimes dangiroiis influence in 
high quarters. One iiuui in particular, a 
Siberian peasant named Gregory Rasputin, 
was commonly believed to have made and 
unmade Ministries and to have decided tho 
fate of im[)ortant measures. Whatever may have 
l«X‘n tho exact sco[>e of his responsibility', there 
can bo no doubt that his jiresenee in the 
pn'cLncts of the court gave rise to unanimous 
disapprobation among all eidightened elassi'a, 
including nqiresentativi's of the Government, 
the whole of (he luircaucracy, and oHieers of 
the Army and Navy. 

In descrihing tho conditions that prevailed 
in Russia diuing war time no at tempt is made 
hero to deal with military' operations, whiidi 
aro fully covered in other chapters. But 
the record would be far from eoniplete u ithout 
some accomit of the manner in which (!«' nation 
responded to tlio nail to arms, how Russia's 
armies were prejiaivd. and how 1 lu'y came into 
tlie field. Briefly stated, their '* peace footing ” 
consisted of 7.5 di^•isions, numbering about 
1,300,000 men. It was necessary to call uj) 
sometliing like half a million men to bring up 
those luiits to war strimgth. On mohilizatinn 
a reserve division was formed out of parallel 
regiments for which the eiuIreH had lieen pro¬ 
vided by the active miits : in other words the 
active divisions, numbering when brought to a 
war footing something like 2,000,000 men, 
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A RELIGIOUS SERVICE ON THE BATTLEFIELD. 


Wore siip|)(>r(»*(l by tin cttual force of reserve 
fonntilions. Tlius, iuKtctul of 75 fUvisions, tlio 
RnsKitin Army became com])OHc(i of l.'iO or 
more, lint I bo |)rocc»s of forming; rcsorve 
rt'gimeiits anti divisions took some time. It 
was nettessiiry iit first to htiie ft sullieient 
number of titdive and reserve units to eo|M\ 
with tlie situation on the -Austrian and (’!erman 
frontii‘rs. The tusk of mobilization involved 
the triinsfiT, over distances more or less great, 
of something like 4,000.000 men in addition 
to the c.om|ilex task of e({iii|>|)ing reseri’ists 
and providing the new formations with trans¬ 
ports and artilli'ry. (h.-rmany hod a similar 
task to carry out, but she enjoyed an eiif>nnous 
iwivantage in hiT extensile and perfect railway 
system and her great industrial resources. 
Moreovi'f, she hatl been nearly half u cemtury 
preparing for this war and hod chosen the 
moment most favourable to her in a military 
and political sense. It was less than 10 yt'ors 
sinct' the war with .Japan had almost completely 
exhausted tlu' war .stores that Hiissia had been 
a long time assembling along her western 
frontier. 

The deficiencies had bt>on mode good during 
the administration of (Jeneral SukhomlinofF. 

It may be inferri'd from certain indications 
that Kussin succeeded in mobilizing the neces¬ 
sary forctw within Itl days. Without the 
aVjolition of drink such a remarkable result 


could not have been attained ; but, on the 
other hattd, the singular rai)idity with which 
men and units were equipped show<>il that 
the nation hud responded like one man and 
that the necessary prejiarat ions had l«‘en 
mad(! by the military authorities. It was a 
cast' of ei'cry man iloing liis best. A gain of 
five days on the schedule re|)resentcd an 
enormous advantage for Russia. She was 
thereby enabk>d immediately to repulse’ the 
first fuli anci’ of the Aust rian armies and at the 
same lime to hiu"! troops into East Prussia. 
This had an im|)ortant effect upon the Gorman 
offenisive in Kranee. 

During the early stages of the Gri'at War 
the Russian armies included an appreciable 
munber e)f voluntei-rs drawn from all classes, 
among them being many women and children. 
Thousands of young men belonging to the 
leisurotl ela.s.scs joined th<’ ranks. Public 
offices were almost deserted, and so were the 
senior clas.ses of tlii' ])ul>lic schools. In tlio 
rush and hurry of departure for the front 
many boys wen» smuggled into the trains going 
to the front, and in the Cossack villages many 
girls accompanied their brothers, or even atdeil 
as their sidistitutes. Later the authorities 
succeodetl in ex(;luding volunteers of too tender 
an age and sex, but meanwhile many hei’oic 
deeds had been accomplished by children and 
women. 
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Riissift’H practically inoxhaustiblo resources of 
human material were never for an instant, open 
to doubt; her potential strength in other 
directions -was also fully recognized, but the 
capacity of h('r finances to respond to imme¬ 
diate calls upon llicm was less a matter of 
common knowledge. At the outbreak of 
hostilities the free baUuice of the Slate 'I'ronsury 
exceeiled riOO.OOO.OOtl roubl('.s (£53,000,00d), 
some of whicli was dt'posited in ff)reign banks, 
for the most part French and English. 'J'he 
gold reserve fund of the State Hank amountod 
to 1,744,000,0(K> roubles, with a paper currency 
aggregating 1,(>30,000,000 roubles. The revenue 
recoi[)ta for the first half of 1014 showed an 
incren.so of ].5o,000,000 rfaiblos compared with 
the corresponding period of 1013. Kussian 
financial exj>er(H have exjiressed the opinion 
that, on (he ba.sis of the above .showing, Russia 
migbl have borne the burden of war for .sonx' 
time v>ithout recoursi- to incr<'U.s«'d fii.vatioii 
had it not been for (he IxToie decision (o forego 
the drink n'vcmie, vvherc'hy at a single stroke 
the Treasury was deprived of a net income 
exo'cding (l.'itt.OOO.OOO roubles pcrammiu. Fail¬ 
ing this sour(;e of revenue, ( he Fiiuuice Depart¬ 
ment was forct.-d to resort to an increase of 


existing taxes and the introduction of new 
taxes in order to balance tho Budget. Almost 
all direct and indirect (axes were raised ; 
customs and stamp <lu(ios, postal and telegraph 
rates were ap|)reciably increased. An assess¬ 
ment per poud was levied on m'arly all goods 
carrie<l by rail and water; new taxes were 
imposed on telephones and raw eotton, and a 
j)ersonal income-tax was introduced. Tho li(|uor 
excise, in so far as the saU' of intoxicants was 
permitted under certain restrictions, was also 
increased. 

But t he financial, as well n.s the military, task 
confronting Russia was so stupendous as to 
nis-essitate a H<'ries of extraordinary mfxisures 
for (he discovery of ways and means. A brief 
summary of tho fiscal demands entailed by the 
war will help to explain and justify the sub- 
.se((uent coui'se of M. Bark’s policy in this 
ri'gard. According to (he figures subrnitteil 
to the Duma by the .Minister of l''inance, 
from the eonrmencemtnit of the war 
fill .lamiary 1, Iftlti, Hu.ssia expended on 
military needs approximati'ly 10,o88,000,(100 
roubles. At the beginning of t hi' war the daily 
••xpi'udit lire was 8,000.000 roubles, hut by the 
end of lObl it had reached 31,000,000 roubles. 



BLESSING A FIELD HOSPITAL AT PETROGRAD. 
A priest bleisinil a British ambulance with holy water. 
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M. RODZIANKO. 
Prenident of the Duma. 


To covor thcso tinpreocflontod outlays was, of 
ctiurse, bcyoucl the limits of ordinary Stuto 
reveniio and called for recourse to State credit. 
Russin, for the lirst time in her history, awoke 
to tlm 4‘normous untapped resources of the 
doinestie iriom-y market. Ry the end of 191.5 
t he tJovernment succeeded in raising within the 
country three long-tomxloans to the amount of 
2,000,000.000 roubles, and one loan for ton years 
to the amount ol 1,000,000,000 roubles ; while 
in the spring of 1916 a further domesticloanfor 
2,000,000,000 roubles was issued. To the above 


sums, not counting the last-named issue, must 
be added the proceeds of Exchequer Bills 
circulated witliin the country to the amount 
of 708,400,000 roubles, and the discount of 
.short-term bonds on the open ninrket amounting 
to 1,006,000,000 roubles. Thus for a year and 
a half of war Russia managed to tlraw- from the 
internal pecuniary resoiirces of the country 
more than 4,.'100.000,000 roubles, leaving 
6,000,000,000 accountable to other credit 
sources, including the-, sums obtained from her 
Allies. 

An incidental Imt gratifying aspect, of 
Russia's domestic loan j)olicy was its eihica- 
tional value for the ]jeasnnt masses. 'I'ho 
(iuaiK-ial authorities were well aware of the huge 
stfires of wealth pent u|) in town, village, and 
h unlet throughout the length and breailth of 
the Empire. Striking proof of the cai)acity 
of the maases for a share in tla-ae national 
obligations was afforded by the growth of 
popular savings as shown by bank defjosits. 
In nineteen months from the beginning of 
the war deposits in credit i institutions 
increased by more than .‘t.oOO.hhh.OOO roubles, 
indicating an average growth of 18,5,060,(M»0 
roubles monthly. Intlu! State Rank th(? growth 
of deposits for 18 months amoimtcrl to 
804,600,000 roidjlos; in private batiks of 
short-term credit to 1,419,400.000 roubles; and 
in small credit institutions to more than 
66,000,000 roubles. 'I'lit' rate of increase in 
the Stale savings banks wn.s from 1,874,000 
roubles for January, 1914, to 119,000,000 
roubles for that month in 1916. The total 
deposits at the State savings banks <^n 
May 1, 1916, aggregated 3,714,000,000 roubles. 
The tusk before Russian statesmen was to 
tiu-n this vast stream of wealth into the 
channel best calculated to lead to victory. 
Hence these domestic loan bonds, contrary 
to the proviotts protitice, were issued for 
smaller denominations, which brought them 
well within the reach of the most modest purse. 
In addition, special means w'cre a<lopted to 
facilitate subscription to the loan in the moat 
n-inoto and out-of-the-way country districts. 
This |)olicy was abundantly vindicated by 
brilliant results, and through the travail of war 
was born a wider national consciousness of the 
individual citizen’s duty to the .State. 

But besides loanS-in the strict sense of the 
word, Russia, like the other belligerents, was 
obliged to have recourse to tho increased issue 
of paper money to cover war expenditure. On 
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tho eve of the stnipgle (ho oinoiinf. of ereilit 
notes in circulation was 1,(5:(0,000,000 roubles ; 
by January 1, 1915, this figure luwi grown to 
3,031,000,000 roubles ; and by May 1, 1910, to 
6,213,000,000 roubles. An analogous cxlrii- 
orrlinary measure evoked by tho disappenraneo 
of silver and copper coins from circulation was 
tho issue of stamps and paper notes for amounts 
up (o SO kopeks. 

Tho outstanding feature of Hussiu's foreign 
financial relations was tho adoption by tho 
Allies of the same principle of mutual support, 
as had been accejited in tho purely military and 
political domain for the promotion of the 
comnvm cause. Uriel e.vperience sufficed to 
show the diflie.ulty under tho abnormal con¬ 
ditions of exchange and setthnient that bad 
arisen, of efleeting long-term loans on the 
foreign market, and, though Kussia obtained 
lU'eommodation in the form of short-term 
issues on the bondon market anil other o|)era- 
tions of a .similar chanu ter. an agreement was 
I'ventualh' arrived at bctvieen (Jnsit liritain and 
I’VaiK-e on the one hand, and Kussia on the 
other, whereby the foniier IVniers undertook 
to cover Hiissia’s exfienditures on account of 


foreign onlers for war iiutterials and her 
payments on account of State and municipal 
loans. I'hus the entire complicated and conftised 
system of foreign sottlcjnonts. ilisturlaid by the 
w'or, was rcjiliwed by a siniplo, clear, and 
mutually advantageous agreement. Kussia, on 
her jiart, pledged herself in case of necessity 
to lielp the Allied Oovernmonts in the task of 
strengthening the rah's of exchange with her 
gold, on the security of short-term bonds of the 
Allied States, on the underetanding, however, 
that these demands should Im) nistricted to th(? 
utmost. No small share of the credit for tho 
successful condusion of the uImivc agreement 
was duo to tho Hussian Minister of Finance, 
M. Burk, who made two trips abroad for the 
personal conduct of negotiations in this 
connexiiai. 

One of the immediate conseipicnces of the 
war jKieiilittrly detrimental to Russia’s economic 
position was the ckwing of (he Baltic Sea 
route for fon'ign ti-mle, followMl latsw by the 
lo.ss of the Block Sea outlet on the mlhesion of 
Turkey to the (*entnd Pow'crs and the conse- 
(|uen( closing of the Dnrilanelles. The influence 



LAND AND SEA ROUTES TO NORTHERN RUSSIA, 
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exorcieod by the loss of those routes was not 
Blo^v to manifost itself in a sharp decline of 
the figures both for export eind import. For 
the first nine months of 1916, as compared 
with the corrospouding period of 1914, the 
fallingolt under exports (uuountod to 
fi.iO.Oii 1,000 roubles, and jmdor imports to 
.‘KiT,4 73,000 roubles, u'hilo fiio excess of im- 
port.s ov('r exports amoimtod to 271,589.000 
roubles. In this emergency the eyes of all 
Ru.ssi/i turned longingly towards the liitherto 
<les]»is«'d and neglected Arctic, a.s the only 
pnvrf ical ocean outlet aeailablc, wit h the oxeej)- 
fion of the disUmt Pacific at \’l»idivostok, which 
al.so acquired iinmenseiy inert'ased importance 
as the war proceeded. 

On the \Vhit(‘ Sea I he nearest port. Archangel, 
had hitherto failed to atlnict a large tiiianlity 
of fix'ight through a variety of drawbacks’ 
among which were lack of hroml-gauge con¬ 
nexion with the main railway system of the 
Kinpire, the necessity for transhipment of 
goods at Kotlas, owing t<» the freezing of th<> 
N'orthem Dvina and its unsuitability for 
navigation during a livrgc part of the year ; 
and riulical inherent defects in the equipment 
of Archangel itself for the nec-ds of an up-to-date 
I’ort. '.riio only link connecting this port with 
the main railway network of tlw l‘im|>ire was 
the narrow-gauge Vologda-Arehangel line, built 
in l8il7-8. iSomewhat to the I'list of it another 
line stnii’k the la-nd of the Xorthern Dvina 
at the liumlet of Kotlas. This was the Penn- 
Kothis llailway, dtrsigned to convey freight 
from the Tlrals to Archangel. 

The limitations of Archangel had long been 
recognized, and as far hack as 18tl.7 the projciit 
wa.s mooted of const meting a line to an ice- 
free port on the shoi-es of the Arctic Ocean in 
order to realizi- Russia’s traditional dream of 
ai'cess to the open sea. Ainiii the swamps and 
virgin forests on the other side of the l‘olnr 
t'irclo, immersoil for six months of tho year in 
absolute darkness, lies Katherina Harbour, 
almo.st on the frontiers of Norway. 'J’lmuks to 
the txaiefieent inthieiKS) of tho Gulf Stream, 
the waters of tho hay never freeze, and for tliw 
reason Russian engineers finally decided upon 
the town of Kola, situated on Katherina Hay, 
as the terminal peint of a now lino from Petro- 
grad. The tauwtruction of tho Murmnn Rail- 
way, as tliis line was called, was attended by 
stupendous iliflicultios, both teclmical anil 
climatic. At the same time tho Gevomment 
set about converting tho Archangel Railway 









THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


213 



RUSSIA'S PARLIAMENT: A SITTING OF THE IMPERIAL DUMA. 
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MEMBERS OF THE RUSSIAN DUMA WHO VISITED ENGLAND IN 1916. 

Left to ridht: M. V. T. Demchenko, M. Ichass, Count OUufieff, M. A. Oznobishin, Dr. Andrew 
Shingareff, Colonel Bois Bniielhardt, M. S. Skadovski, Professor A. Vassilieff, M. A. D. Protopopoff, 
Professor Paul Miliukoff, M. V. Gourko, M. A. Radkevitoh. 


into a broad-gaiigo road, the plan being to 
have l.ho work completed by tlic end of 
916. 

The inuaonee impulse givtui to import through 
Vladivostok as the n^sult of the loss of the 
llaltic and Black Sea outk'ts will bt; Ht>cn from 
the following comparative figures : In 1914 tlie 
total value of imports at \’ladi\'ostok was 
only 29,144,600 roubles, whereas in 191.') it 
amounted to 301.094,000 roubles, of which 
.lapan'a share was 113,481,000 roubles, the 
United States’ 106,070,000 roubles. Great 
Britain’s ,'54,192.000 roubles, and China’s 
20,.550,000 roubles. 

The sharp dislcKiation in Russia’s trade 
balance, involving a disjiroportionate increase 
of imports over t<xports and a correspondingly 
augmentt'd demand for foreign currency, 
naturally had the effect of depn-ciating the 
rouble quotation, to mnedy which an agree¬ 
ment was entered into with the Bank of Kngiand 
and the Banque de France whereby means wore 
provided for the liquidation of the previous 
indebtedness of Russian trade and industry in 
England and France, while the credits opened 
for Russia on the Paris and I..ondon rnarki'ts 
were utilized not. only to meet tlx* State’s 
needs, but also as a method of .satisfying the 
demands for means of payment on t he part of 
Russian trade and industry. A special ex¬ 
change chancery was established in the .Ministry 


of Finance where for all legitimate purjioses for¬ 
eign ciureney could bo procured at a minimum 
rate. 

For jmrposi'B of private travel the war 
\irtually reduced communication lietween 
Russia and Western Europe to the Scandi¬ 
navian route tlirougb Norway and Swixlen. 
For comnwrcial purposes the exchange of 
goods between Rn.ssia and Scandinavia, 
formerly carriefl on by sea, during the war 
found a route via Karungi in Swetlen and 
Karunki in F’inland. A new line was built, on 
the Finnish side of the river Tornca linking 
Tornen with Karunki, and a Swedish railway 
to connect Karungi with Haparanda. 

For the first seven months of 191.') exports 
of food supplies to Finland rose to 39,400,000 
roubles against 1 .'),900,00() roubles for the same 
jieriod in 1914, and exports of raw and semi¬ 
manufactured materials increaswl from 
5,600,000 roubles to 21,000,000 roubles. The 
exports of cereals rose from 9 to 24 million 
roubles. Jmiiorts into Russia through Finland 
for the same term amounted to 106,000,000 
roubles, or almost tlwce times as much as the 
figures for the corresjxmding period of the 
previous year. In particular imjiorts from 
England in 1916 showed scarcely any decline, 
tvmounting to 85,000,000 roubles through the 
Eunipean customs as against 106.000,000 
roubles for the first seven months of 1914 
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while if imports through Vladivostok are added, 
the difference entirely disapjjoors. 

The extent to which Russia before the war 
had depended upon {lennany and the Oeniian 
middleman for the satisfiu-tion of the larger 
proportion of her material nwds is referrml 
t.o in some detail elsewhoni. 'I’lie abrupt sftip- 
pago of (lerinan imports, though it uiUurally 
srave rise to grave em)>arrasHment at the out set', 
was after all a blessinu in clisguise, since in<!vi- 
tably it tended to throw the country bock 
upon its own internal resources, when it did 
not lead to the greater stimulation of eom- 
mercial intercourse with the allied and friendly 
States, more particularly Great Rrituin, Japan 
and the United States. 

A Tnarked impetus was given to the establish- 
nient of homo industries for the manufacture 
of many staples which had previously conu! 
from Geritiany. In an article contriliufed to 
The Timw llunsian Supfihtxe.iil for January, 
lit 15. Mr. A. J. IJiambers, Assistant Su[)erin- 
teiuk-nt of the Department of Industry, wrote: 

tty the cnit Aiip;a«t (HU4) not only wns no lurtlior 
diminution product itm oIimtchMc, but, on tbo 
contrury, with tbo doolumtion of u'lir tbo mills urtiiin 
bo^Fun to inort'aso tbeir aotivity, wbilo tlio number of 
enterprises t bat bud enrttiiled work up to <)et.ober It 
ropresf'nted oTtlv 1- (>or rout, niul I be HiiHfHMuled entor- 
priso.s iFuIy iitt per cent, of Ibe total nuudier of mills ond 
tuetories. 


Shortage of labour in many eases was due 
to the calling up of rt'servists, but- frequently 
this tlisadvantage was largely counterbalanced 
by the incroasetl intensity of jjroduction arising 
from the influence of temperance, which mim- 
mized the number of iille days previously 
caused by drunkenness among workmen. 

Incidentally it tiuiy be remarked that the 
mobilization of industry, originally inspireil 
by the urgttnt mililtiry needs of the eotinlry, 
thanks to tlu) valuable training it affttnled 
in habits of order and organization, paveil 
I lie way for greater economic t'ftieiency 
itfter the war, and beiiee for vastly increased 
development of Russia’s trade anti mnim- 
foctures. 

A movement wbieli played an important j>art 
in connexion with this economic mobilizatioit 
was tliat of the cooj)erative societies. They 
sueeourt'd refugees, cared for the families of 
reservists, supiflicfl the population and Army 
with ffK>d products, and pro\'ided clothing and 
munitions for the forces. 'I’he cooperative 
movement hml now reached the village—the 
centre of all public life. I'pon the sotiieties 
the Zemstvo relied in its undertakings; to 
the societies the State aj>|fealed when it wished 
to summoif the people to the task of State 
defence; and the societies in the \ illages were the 
most energetic vehieles of eult.iiral enterprises. 



WAR WORK AT A MONASTERY. 
Ruuian nuni preparing bandages for the army. 
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Kussia’s great aasot in the war was un- 
douhttxlly her iiihorontly iuoxlituisfible food 
|.>roclnction, wiikdi should jjrojx'rly have proved 
iMjiml to any strain imposed nj)on it. Unfor¬ 
tunately, owing to want of organization an<l 
the more sinister manifestations of speeuluti\<' 
aetivity among nil elasses of (lie population, 
this natural ad\untage was gi-avely di.seounteil 
early in thi' struggle. 'I’ho artifieial demand 
for siipjilies of all descriptions created by the 
Army also served to stimulate the rise in 
prices. '.I'be country was les.-. adversely affe<’ted 
by this jihonoinonon than the town ; indeed, 
the peasantry were not slow to n\ ail themselves 
of tho opportunity thus afforded for ('xtra 
jirofits, and frequently concealed vast quanti¬ 
ties of grain and other agricultural pnalucts 
in order to command high prices. Tho con¬ 
gestion of tho railways, due partly to military 
causes and jiartly to wholi-salo corru(ition 
provali'nt among railway ofVu'inls -who deli¬ 
berately hold up goods I’ll route to suit (heir 
own purposes, exiuding heavy bribes to expedite 
transport -■ led to sporailic shortages of muiy 


of tho principal necessaries of life, including 
fuel. 

'• Crises ” in almost, every branch of the 
human dietary figurwl daily in the Press ; 
and in I’etrograd, Moscow, and other cities, 
such staples were doled out in small quantities, 
at. tixi'd hours, to endless queues of inon, women, 
and (hillren, who, during the exceptionally 
sevt're winter of lOlS-lti, suffered no little 
hardship on this account. It was in vain that 
the prefeiitural iiiithorities sought to regulate 
prices. Un.scrupiiloiis dealers, luding in col¬ 
lusion. had a very simiile method of coun¬ 
tering all such well meant effort.s. The 
moment tlu' prici' of a jiartieular conuuodity 
was fixed at a lower rate than that at which 
(he dealers felt di.sposeil to sell, it promptly 
ili.sappeareil from tho market as if by magic, 
aiai the only means whereby it.s resurre<'tion 
could be achieved was submission to i)rivate 
dictation on the |)art of thi- deali-rs. ]n several 
cases speculators and forestallers on a large 
s<’alo wore arro.stcd, but the abuse clung 
tenaciously to life, anil wa.s responsible for 



RUS.SIAN RED CROSS NURSES, 
Who tended the wounded Serbians at Nish. 
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WITH THE RUSSIAN ARMY. 

An American doctor and liis staff at a dressing station. 


wlidlly iintn-co.ssary niiscry and privaf ion, 
iriainly iiiuong fin- iii-lmii masses. 'I'ln- avi-i-age 
rise in jiriec'S 'siiiet- tlie spring of liflii vii.s 
oflieially ref>orle<l lo lx- r>ti’7 per cenf.. but in 
the ettso of many indii idual staples I be incre¬ 
ment was as liigb ii.s a linndrod and even two 
hundred ))er cent, 

'J’JtoupIi liislionesty aiul speeiilaiion aeeonnted 
for no sinull part- of the ills lo wiiieli tlio country 
was subjectetl, a. fiindamt-nlally serious situat ion 
vins creati-d by a decline in tlie cattle capital 
stock of the conniry amounting to some 2.') |)cr 
cent, us the result of military rc(|niremi‘nts, 
and n reduction in tho area under tillage from 
242,000,000 acres in 10IH lo 210,000,000 acres 
in lOlf), concurrt-ntly with which the crop of 
tho principal cereals in 1015 showed a dellcit 
of about 78,000,000 tons. On the other hanil, 
according to M. NanmoIVs statement to the 
Duma on March 8, 1015, almost- the entire 
production of cereals destined for export since 
tho outbreak of tho war—about 11.000,000 
tons—reiuained in the country. Tlie annual 
demand of the Amiy and population was 
approximately 48,000,000 tons. Itnssia., he 
oitirmod, possessed one-tliird of the annual 


demand in rcscri'c to counterbalance the 
tcmpor^lr^• rcihiction of the area under tillage. 
J'hiornotis stocks of grain existed in VVcslcrri 
Siberia ; in .Xkinolinsk, for examjile, there were 
slocks suliicient to provide European Knssia 
with a two-years' .suiijily, but improveil railway 
Iransporl wa.s neee.s.sary before these rcsoiiree.s 
could be rendered aiailable. 'J’o meet the 
crisis arising from the reduction in the urea 
under tillage tho agricultural authorities pro- 
posed to make extensive use of prisoners 
of war, refugees, .soldiers, and, within .speci- 
lied geographiinl limits, Korean and (diiiK'se 
labour, while to remody the meat crisis the 
Duma adoptiid a Hill providing for four fast 
days per week, on which no meat should be 
sold or served in restaura-nts, ami on which 
all abattoirs should bo < losed. 

The battle of t-lie Dunajec w'as decided 
within the lirst week of May, 1015. On the 
14th T/ir. Times ^lililary Con-esiiondent re¬ 
vealed the fact that the lack of success on 
l.he Western front had been due to tho 
want of an unlimited sujipl.v of high 
explosives. Tliese fateful words marked the 
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ONE OF RUSSIA'S MANY WOMEN 
SOLDIERS. 

She Is wearinf! the cross of St. Georjie swarded 
for bravery. 

Ktarting-{M)iiit of a now ('potdt in the war. To 
•(freat Britain thoy wore a sad nointnontary 
upon the nt'gh'ot of }ior imrivallod industrial 
rp.sfnu'ces which, liad they been timied to pro[)«r 
account earlier, would have liastentnl victory. 
To Ru.ssia they meant much more. Industries 
in tliat count.ry witp still in tui undeveloped 
state, and it wtvs all the more necossary that 
they should have been prepared to bear the 
strain of mwlern warfare with its enormous 
ex|>enditur(> f)f munitions. 

The Russian nation laid known nothing about 
the shortage of shells except from ftrninous 
n^ferentw in the tales of the wounded to the 
silence of the Jiussiau guns, a silence which was 
costing so many valuablt' lives. From Ismdoii 
the cry of “ more shells ” was iinmediatedy re¬ 
echoed in M«s<!ow. a representative gathering 
of niantifacturers met in that city within a 
wet'k of the appearance of 'J'he Times article, 
and the mobilization of alt Russian industries 
for the war was thenceforth merely a matter 
of time. As the magnitude of the task became 
apparent, local committees, acting in concert 
with the central organization, quickly sprang 
into existence. These bodies all worked in 
connexion with the specially created conuuittee 


on munitions which included representatives 
of all the ministries concerned. 

When war broke out there were only two 
miuiition fivctories in Russia, each turning out 
25,()0(> shells per month. Within a year the 
munlier of works had inoreasetl a lumdretlfold, 
and the output aggregated 1,250,000. Although 
cumbcr.some in some respects, and attended 
by wa.ste of tinw and energy, the committee 
system gave satisfactory n'sulls on the whole, 
and it afforded an op|)ortnnily for public 
opinion to snti.sfy itself as to the jinigress of 
munition work. 

A movement was eventually set on foot to 
include n'preseutatives of the working men on 
tin? publie committees. M. (loremykiu had been 
far from willing to permit n?pn‘sental ives of 
till' two Houses to sit oti the' committee. 'The 
admission of repn'.seiitatives of the workmen 
was categorically declined. Ibiiitippily this 
(juest ion touched upon a sore ])oiut of Russian 
internal j)oIitic.s- namely, the police methods 
of dealing with the labour question. While the 
Di'partment of t^immerce and Industry hail 
been for yeers d<?v ising ways and moans to 
enable Ifie working men to organize Ihem- 
selve.s on a non-political basis, and therciby to 
safeguard their inter<>sts from political lulven- 
turera anti agitators, the polict? invariably dt?- 
feated these ends by interfering with imy and 
every labour organization, and arresting the 
men’s tlelegales. It speaks well for the 
))Htriotism of the Russian working men that 
they stuck to their work and tunitHi out the 
munitions pk?ntifully. The cases of shrapnel 
and liigh expltwivc wliitih rooehod the Front 
Is'aring inscriptions fnim the workers—“ Don’t 
sfiore them, there are plenty mon',” contributed 
much to raising the spirits of the Russian 
Anny after the terrible ordeal of the great 
retreat. 

Although the intemnl output had been so 
greatly inoreasid, it was st.ill far below the 
re<)uirements of the Army. Huge orders were 
placed in Franco, England, and particularly the 
Ignited States. The centralization and dis¬ 
tribution of these orders necessitated the 
creation of an Anglo-Russian oominission in 
l.ondon with branches in New York and Paris. 
Immense quantities of raw material hod subse¬ 
quently to be transported across the Pacific and 
Arctic Oceans to Vladivostok and Arcliangel 
respectively. This task was not the least 
imixirtant of the many duties that devolved 
upon the British Navy and merchant service. 
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and with a view to preventing any wasteful 
expenditure of tonnage, it was decided that all 
the available Bussian merchant ships should be 
placed under the orders of the British Admiralty. 
'J'his somewhat onerous measure was cheerfully 
submitted to in the ho|)e that later on British 
inoroantile enterprise would invigorate Russian 
shipping. 

Japan had early in the war made offers 
to Uussia to supply her with all the munitions 
that she could produce. 'I'lio Itvissian 
iniliUiry aut.horities weiv otTcred thi> benefit of 
all the Japanese experience obtained during 
the war with R-ussia. (ieneral Sukhomlinoff 
accepted these offers at a later jwriod. Japan 
immediately mobilized all her industries and 
diOivcrod all tlw' munitions that slu' undertook 
to sujiply expediliously and elieaply. 

'I’lic e.X-U'nt of Russia's military requirements 
from abroad uidiap|)ily contributed to an un- 
jireeedi'iited developiiMUit of the “ graft " 
system. Bribes, “commissions.'’ and siiecula- 
lion in huge army contracts suddenly placed 
enormous suuts of money in the hands of com- 
|)arativ'ely obscur*' |Kir.sons. 'J'his fact was 
largely ri'spon.sible for t.he unseemly di8si))a- 
tion and luxiuy that were so flauntingly dis- 
filayed in I’etrograd, Moscow, and other large 


cities during the Groat War. Casual visitors 
were often misled by these appearances. The 
heart of Rus.sia was sound. There was little 
in common between Potrograil and the pro¬ 
vinces. 

Geograjihical proximity from the first had 
favoured close intercour.so between Russia 
end (Jormany. It was, therefore, in no sense 
surprising that, when soarching for models 
and instructors in Western “culture," liussian 
refonnors, from Peter the Groat downward, 
should have looked to thoir next-door iioigh- 
boiir, who.so material and inhdloclual o^diicvo- 
nii-nts .seemed to qualify her for the role of 
mentor. Nor is it any more astonishing that 
Germany .should lia.\-e eagerly re.sponiled to 
this a])peal for guidance and direction, or that 
in return she should have sought- concrete 
compen.sations in the form of commercial, 
iiKlustrial, and even agrarian privileges. Russia 
was s^xsidily overrun by Geiiniui commercial 
t ravellers, and largely set I led by Gorman 
colonists, wholcsah' and ri'tail traders, who 
throve amazingly in tluar new habitat. Su|>- 
jiorted secretly by the Government and openly 
by a magnificently organized banking sj’st(-m, 
these “ <x‘onomic ” emissaries were soon enabled 



THE TSAR’S WINTER PALACE AS RED CROSS HOSPITAL. 
GirU makinf retpiratort in the entrance halt of the Imperial Palace. 
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to outdistiinoe tho majority of ilicir oomiiotitors, 
liotli native anrl foreijjii, and to sncurc' virtual 
monoj)olio.s. whicli finally reduced KusHia to a 
poKitioii of ecouoniie dej)endenee upon (lernmny. 

This dependence asstniiod tlx- form, first, 
of oonsii]ii[)tion of (lenuan jjroducts within 
the country, and. secoiidly, of recourse almost 
solely to the (ienuan iaterme(liary in trade 
ill products not of (liTiuan origin. The Moscow 
Mercantile Association collected exhaustive 
data desipied to demonstrate the extent of 
this economic ilcpi'iiilencc, from which it 
appeared that tiennany hiforc the war had 
vi'sted iuteri’sts in no fewer than J.llIMt sc]iarate 
lines and staples, (lerioans held iindispiileil 
control oyer the chi'niical an<l [iharinaci'iitical 
industry in various regions of Kussia, wire 
nails, machinery, ti'.xtilcs. insurance, and 
transjiort, steamship ami hiiilding enter¬ 
prises, sawmills, i-otton mills, mines, universal 
stores, hotels, riihhcr manufacture, not to 
mention siii’h essentially (lerman activities 
as lircwing and clecirical engineering. Not 
infrccpicnt ly < lerman enterprises gained a foot¬ 
hold hv mascpierading in Krcnch or Itclgian 
colours. 

Jn adilition to the natural I'tfei ls of personal 
■' push, " I'apaeity, and enl.-rprise, and the 
maximum exploitation ol the resources of 
“ pulilicily," (lenmmy was treim'ndously aided 
in her campaign of peaiefol penetration hy 
tlu' largt- niuoher of (liTinanic residents and 
colonists in Kussia, who. thanks to the con¬ 
venient (lei man law of dual nationality, 
were (lerman and Kiissian suhji'cts at one and 
the sumi' time, hut whose congenital gravita- 
lion towards the Fatherland rendered them 
useful instnniK'uts for the jiromotion of 
(lermim interests. The Kaltic J’rovinces. settled 
hy (lerman Hussians almost as far as the 
I'lipitid of the I'lmpire, also formed a. hothed 
for the cultivation of (lerman ])redominance, 
while the ,7e\vish element, imifing whom the 
(lerman language is widespread, jiossessing 
ties of kindred and husiness with (lerman 
.h-ws, in its turn served as a link hetween 
the markets of the two countrii's. 

Fp to a certain jioint, no doubt, this exercise 
of (lerinanii’ influence was perlectly legitimate, 
nor would any' fair-minded Knssian publicist 
have statcfl that Kusso-derman intercourse 
had, from the first, been productive solely' 
of evil for Russia. In both the material and 
intellectual spheres (lennany could teach a 
groat deal, and having regard to the uniipic 


advantage!)' of lair situation, it wiaild have 
been manifestly unreasonable to expect her to 
ab.stain from jtersisti’nt efforts to gain for 
herself a prelerential position in a virgin 
field. It nught not be easy to ilefine the 
precise line of demarcation bctwcf'n the legi¬ 
timate use anil the idaise of a iircferi-ntial 
position, but when the war broke out authentic, 
revelations of the methods pursued by 'reutonic 
agents for the furtherance of their political 
and economic aims in Russia, were of 
such a character as to facilitate greatly the 
task of making such a d(‘finition, As M. 
KhvostotT. Miinster of the Intei'ior, showed 
before t he Dmna, the spirit of woHil domination 
which had permeated all cla.sses of the (lerman 
nation siuec the accession of William II. was, 
from the hegiuning, specially directed to this 
subjugation of Kussia, which olTcred excep¬ 
tional plastic raw jnati’rial for the pur()ose. 

.\s the seipiel, moreover, proved, what at the 
outset was a perfect ly law fill advantage accruing 
to superior ability and energy, was eventually 
prostituted to the nefarious objects of political 
intrigue anil military espionage. Tlx! capture 
of Knssian industrial and commercial concerns 
wa.s ingeniously' ulili/.eil by a powerful spy 
organi/.ation which, when the war broke out, 
diligently fomented strikes and labour troubles. 
'Phe colonies of (lerman .settlers, originally 
perhaps purely agriciill oral undertakings, were 
.so manipulated hy (lerman (lovci'iuncnt and 
military agents as tocommand .strategic points, 
particularly near Ku.ssian fortresses. The 
lands of Russian jieiLsants were purcha.sed 
wholesale by (lerman .sy'ndicatcs, whieh peo[iled 
them with (Icrmans, and in some of the pro- 
vinees thus I'oloni/.ed the (lermans gained 
decisive intluenco ovi'r the Zemstvos. Many 
Russian tirms were also <'(aupellcd to .sell their 
busine.ss to (lerman syndicates which had 
chosen Kii.ssia as a held of operation, and 
were unitied under the leadership of tin- 
Kerlin Deutsche Hank. 'Phanks to the whip- 
hand thus gained, the (Icrmans were able to 
iwhieve political and military aims through 
agreements I'litered into between these osten¬ 
sible " Knssian tirms and foreign and Ku.ssian 
shipbuilding works, pledging these latter mil 
to acce[)t i-ontracts for Russian warships 
unless they could he sure of a prolit of 10(1 
per <‘eut. Similar machinations were si't 
on foot to control gun and munition factorii's, 
and so retard the execution of Russian (dovern- 
merit orders. 
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A volume could be devoted, and more than 
one lui« been so dc'voted, to an account' of the 
anomalous posit ion of the Baltic Province (}er- 
mans, more especially the so-(!alled “ barons ” 
whose names bulk so largely in Russian oflicial 
and diplomatic life. The siibjtjct has be<'n 
thoroughly discussed in Phapter LXXXlll., 
A'ol. V. Though <-onsl it'Uting le.ss than 
7 per cent, of the total po[>ulatiun of 
those provinces, and in the country districts 
scarcely 1 pt'r c«mt., this (.Jerman ek'inent, 
thanks to its hereditary ]>rivileges, often of a 
purely feudal nature, liad acipiired a wholly 
diapropiirt'ionnfe influence in the direction of 
local affairs. The valiK' of thest? privileges wtw 
est imated at many millions of roubles annually. 

Action was at length taken, and the 
Oov(?rnment in March. 11115, appointed a 


allowed to operate in Russia, and Russian 
partnerships if they included subjects of enemy 
States. Numerous restrictions were likewise 
imposed on their right to engage in trade and 
industry. Still more interesting, read in con¬ 
junction with what has lieen said about the 
baneful influence of German colonization, was 
a law discontinuing German and Austrian land- 
ownership in ex-urban regions of the twenty- 
live provinces adjacent to the Baltic, Black, 
and Azov Seas, whore the disability extended 
to Germans nat.uralized as Russian subjects 
and their descendants who had acquirt'd immov- 
abk' property later lhan June It, 1870, the date 
when, significantly enough, Germany promul- 
gat(‘d her law of dual citizenship. 

Th(' map riqiroduced on page 223 originally 
a|>peared in the »S/. I'clenflntrijer ZeiHtliij during 
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sjMJcial commission to draft a law for the 
abolition of sjietrial ))ri\’ilcgcs enjoyed by the 
German barons in the Baltic Provinces. Tho 
rejical of pri\'il('ges fundamentally at. variance 
with the general legislatioit of the Empire was 
highly desirable, but these privileges were often 
so inextricably bound U)) with the rights of 
private contrai’t ])rot<-ctcd by law, that the 
Government, htwl t.o move cautiously before 
committing itself to a concrete measure. 

Against avowedly enemy subjects prompt 
steps were taken. On the outbreak of hosti- 
lit ies all rights and privileges granted to sub¬ 
jects of enemy' States' by sjiecial conventions 
automatically lapsed, but the powers of legis¬ 
lation were further invoked to jirohibit tho 
acquisition and po.ssession of immovable pro¬ 
perty, not only by individual imemy subjects, 
but bj’ joint-stoi'k comiianies and partnerships 


lllOti. It shows the density of German popu¬ 
lation and German colonization in Russia. 
Prom the Prussian frontier and Poland, German 
‘‘peaceful penetration'’ eastwartl was jiro- 
eeeding “ like an avalanche,” and it will bo 
seen that it was particularly powerful along 
the strategic lines to the north-east and soulh- 
cast. 

The war at length fully rousi'd the Russian 
js'ople to the perils lurking in German domina¬ 
tion, and created a resolve to (‘radicate the 
canlo'r at its roots. Ncvertheic.ss, by the irony 
of fate, the interest of many Germans in the 
Russian market was actually stimulated by tho 
war. 'I’honsands and lens of thousands of 
German prisoners, the bulk of whom were 
int(Tned in Siberia, sot themselves the task of 
learning Russian and of studying the country 
as a field for commercial and industrial activity 
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lifter the Htir. So greiil was ttie (li-iiiiind for 
Ituswiiin text-books tliat loe.iil .s\ii>plies were 
sjM'edily exhansted and fresh eoiisigniiients 
had to he ini|)orfed from Leipzig. Many of 
ftiese prisoners jiatienlly awaited the end of 
tile war ill ord(>r to put the knowledge thus 
acquired to priudienl use and establish lasting 
business connexions with a land of unlimited 
iipportunities. 

Regarding the general jiosilion of war 
prisonei-s in Russia, the fact should not be 
overlooked that whemvs in otiier countries 
jirisoners were inti'rned in concentration camps 
or fortresses, this metlaal could not very well 
be adopted in Russia owing to the sparse 
]>opiilation, and also because a vitv large 
iiroportion of the prisoiuTs were Slavs by 
descent, and had, in many case's, siirrvndered 
voluntarily. It would, therefore, have Ixvn at 
variance with the policy of the State and the 
wishes of the people that they should be treated 


with rigour. For t hese reasons < ieniian prisoners 
proper were .sent to remote provinces, while 
the .Austrian-Slavs remained in Kiirojiean 
Hassia, distributed chiefly among the agri¬ 
cultural regions of the south, whi're they haind 
lucrative employment. There was priu'tically 
no dilTeretiee established in the tri'iitment of 
interned non-eombatants and prisoners taken 
on the field of battle. The majority of these war 
prisoners were not compelled to live under 
conditions more onerous than those to which 
till' local inhabitants were expo.sed. 

A\’hen the war broke out the llussian 
military authorities at once reeognizeil the 
importance of precautionary measures to 
safeguard military seeret.s from the ubiquitous 
I'Uiiosity of (li'rman agents who were 
strongly susjieeti'd to be numerous among 
the millions of th'rmans• .scattered o\er the 
country, and in no other country affecteil by 
the war was tlu' censorshii) apjilied with so 
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A CAMP FOR PRISONERS OF WAR IN SIBERIA. 


muiOi rigour. Nov<!rlIi<>li-.s.s, it. v»'fis su)).'«‘(iu(‘utly 
sliown by ovc'rwhcluung testimony tbiit. lh(' 
Oeruiaiis were l're(iuontly iiiformeil of nil 
Russian iiiilittiry iiiovemeuts. I’liwards were 
often displayed in the (ieriimn trenches 
notifying the Ru.ssians O])po.sife that, they were 
about, to be moved elsewhere, and correctly 
defining the I inu'and j)laee of tlie e.otitemjdated 
<!hange. 

The (Jormnn espionage system as practised 
in Uu.s.siu bore a general family ri'semblanee 
to the j)roetidure adopted in other countries, 
notably France and Kiiglaud. 

The pre.seii<'e of (lerman age.-its in mills and 
facl<prie.s, both before and .since the war began, 
is a well-(‘stnblislied fact, and tlalr shari' in 
instigating strikes, fomenting discontent among 
the workiia-n. and retarding production gene¬ 
rally, espi-eially <if iminitions, also leaves littli- 
room for doubt. It has also bei'ii etaimeil that 
l>usso-(!(prmaii managers of munition factories 
assi.sti'il the enemy by .scrapping shells and 
other munition |aoducts for perfectly trivial, 
if not non-existiait. defia'ts, w hieh coulil in no 
wise detrar-t from their prar'tical utility. 
Some, if not all, of the exjrlosions that oecurre.d 
in powaler <md munition works during the war 
wiTo traced l<» (Jerman juachinalions. In May, 
lOl.'i, the large powdi-r mills at ()khta, a suburb 
of Potrogra<l, werti the si’i.ni- of a terribh' 
i‘xj)losion, w hii'h wreclosi the buililings w lu're 
nitro glycerine was nuunifact ni'eil aiai killed 
s<W'eral hundred workmen. This catastrophe 
was attributed to (icrman hands, but. the 
suspicion was never sal isfaetorily proved. Far 
gre,nt<‘r anxiety was CH.used by exjplosions at 
several powder magazines at. Kronstadt in 


A|)ril, lOlli. ns in these eases there was good 
reason to su.speel that they were of sinister 
origin. 

The gathering susjiieiou arou.sed by the .size 
and influence of the tiermau eli'incnls in Hu.ssia 
reacted very jiainftilly against the .b-ws, 
especially in Poland, where the Hu.ssiau troops 
imdoubtedly found [lalpuble evidence, of 
treachery' on the part, of the .lews inhabiting 
the frontier districts, such as subterranean 
telephones connected with lla; eia'iiiy's jiosi- 
lions. Soon, therefore, it. cami' to be 
gi'nerally belicMsI in Ihi' Army that the .hwvs 
wcri' not to bi‘ trusted. 

Suspicions of this kind completely Aanished 
wherever thi' .s<'('iu' of operations shifted from 
the original borderlands. There was never any' 
doubt, alaait the loyalty of (he ,lewi“h popula¬ 
tion in the interior, and in spite of (heir well- 
known disiiu'lination for military’ ser\'ice many 
.lews made e.vcdlent. soldi(TS. I'ho eminently 
loyal bi'haviour of the Russian .Tews at, the 
opitbreak f)f the war was bounil to be recalled 
in after days anil to help to .solve (he jnuch- 
\exod .hwvisli ((uestion. The war itself by 
di.sjplacing old boundarip's involved sweeping 
ilepartures from the system which contined 
the legal right of ri'sidence for .hwvs to certain 
ilistricts. Many .lewisb refugees wer(,p sent far 
inland beyoiul (he Pale. It was fell at the time 
(hat it would be impossible to p'ompel (hem to 
return wc'stward when (he war was over. 

It. wiis not enough that (las Russian civil 
anil military authorities shuuhl have had to 
make hi-adwny agaiu.st the formidable handicap 
imposeil npiai them by the intricate organiza¬ 
tion of alien espionage. 'I’hat task was still 
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fartl)er <‘omplifiite(l by (Im far more repulsive 
plieiioineiiou of floiiiostie treiwhory, wliieh 
iiltiinub'ly foeuHSod into the celobraksd Miaso- 
yedoff uffair. Hefore ilio war Coltmcl Miaso- 
yedoft was in the gi'ndarniorio corjis and becanio 
w(>ll known to all tra\'('llors to Kiissia as a.n 
oflieial in eliargo of tbe poliee arrangements at 
tlio frontier station of \\ ier/.hbolowo. Jle fell 
into disgiwe on ueeount of some frauds against, 
the Kussian Customs, and was reliev'ed from 
further lU'tive employment. \Vitlnn a few 
months aflis’ the outVn’eak of ho.stilities ho 
applied for lein'o to rejoin the Army. His 
a|)))lieat ion was gi-anted, and lie was altaeh(Ml 
to th(' staff of the 'I’entli Army then holil- 
ing Kydtknhnen, the s<'eno of his previous 
labours. He di.seharged the thities of censor 
anil intelligeneo olTicer, which, of ciairse, gave 
him admirable op|)ortunities for su])plying 
information to the cia-m\. 'I’here is good 
rea.son to believe that, the (Jermans owe to liini 
some of their sncce.is in the dri\e which led to 
the secoiai retreat of the Kussian Army from 
Hast I’riissia. .Miasoyedoff was tried and, 
together with two of his ai’cinnplices,o.vecnted, 
while a number of others were sentenced to 
various terms of hard labour. 


Kopeated disclosures of (jerninn intrigue, 
the effect of which was not in any wise lessened 
by rumour atifl surmise, at length bore un¬ 
palatable fruit in the shape of outbreaks of 
mob violcnc(‘, ostensibly direeti'd against 
the (lernmn element, but not iufivquent ly 
mani]>ulated by underground forees against 
jierfectly innocent jiersons. Popular excite¬ 
ment on a really .serious scale bi'gan at. Moscow' 
on .luia* 8. Ittir), when crowds of women, 
for the most part wives of re.servists, apjieared 
before the Couajiittee for the distribution of 
(lovernment work and became unruly on the 
false pretext that a large contract, had been 
given to a Uermaii tirm. Wild reports were 
later circulated of wholesale mysterious gastric 
troubles among emjiloyees of the I’rokhorovsky 
Mill, said to be due to thi' pia'soningof artesian 
wells bv the tiermnns. and in their wake mobs 
of workmen, women, and children visited the 
local factories with a demand for the summary 
discharge of all (Jennan ollieials and employees. 

'J’he first tragedy oircurred at the premises of 
Kmil /iialel and Co In response to a demand 
for admission the maiaiger of the. mill, (i. (!. 
Kartsi'n, ordered the gates to be closwl, where¬ 
upon the infuriated mob burst into the y'ard 
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Austrian priaonera and their laundry outaide a hut in the priaun camp. 
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ADVERTISEMKNT FOR THE 5i PER CENT. 
WAR LOAN. 


and lynclu'd tlic iinfortnnnto Kiirlscn. A similar 
t ragf'dy wiVH oiiacf<‘<l at. tJic Sliradar mil!. On 
the morning of June 10 tlio (listnrlianrcs 
assuiiM'd a wliolosalc l•llara^‘tpr, and mills and 
factories at Danilov, the Simeonovsky scftlo- 
ment, Zamoskvorechie, ef<-.. sufT<Ted biwily. 

In due course the riots d('V<‘lo|}ed from a 
morf! or less colicri'nt nuuiifestation of anti- 
Oonnan sentiment into an orgy of lawlessness 
pure and simple, in no small degree stimulated 
by licjnor, of wliieh the crowd had gained 
possession. The more central quarters of the 
city became involved, and in the chaos that 
ensued not only Oennans but numbers of 
Russians and subjei'ts of friendly Stales were 
exposed to mob viokmce. Crowds assembled 
at the Borovitzkiya gate of the Kremlin, and 
being reinforced by contingenta from the 
outskirts of the city, proceeded to wreck and 
loot shops and other commercial establish¬ 
ments in the neighbourhood. Towards night- 
f.dl fin-s began to break out, which continued 
throughout the following day and were with 
dilliculty extinguished by evening on June 12. 

A partial list of the damage sustained 
inclu<le<l 4".I commercial undertakings wrecked; 
207 hats and houses wrecked, looted, and burnt; 
jind li>lal financial losses amounting to inoro 


f thim 40,m0,000 roubh's, not inohidinf! vaJnabJo 
paper securit ies. Among the jxTsonal casualtie.s 
W('re li:i Austrian and (lerman subjcHjts ; 4811 
Hii.ssians nith fon-ign names and foivign sub¬ 
jects of friendly Stall's ; and 90 Russians with 
Russian naiiK-s. Similar disturbances occurred 
a( souu' other provincial tomis, on a far le.-s 
.serious scale. 

The riots had one good result.. They led 
to the dismissal of the Home Secretary. 11. 
Maklakotf fa reactionary brother of the JJberal 
Deputy), who had long been mo.st un|Mipulat 
on account of his opposition to the Duma. 

In addition to the inevitable evils inseparabh' 
from the conduct of even the most. sucees.sful 
war, Ru.ssia, as the result of the forced evaeua- 
tion of Poland, bilhuania, tho Baltic Provinces, 
and (lalicia, was called u))on to shoulder 
unforeseen burdens which the other allied 
Ix'lligi'i'ents, with the e.xceplion of Belgium 
and Serbia, were happily s|)ared, or e.xperienceil 
U])on a small scale. 

The problem of succouring the vast mob of 
hungry fugitives, old men, women, and childnai, 
gravely embarru.s.sed the Russian authorities at 
a lime when it was vital that all efforts should 
be concentrated i>n the work of beating the 
enemy in the field. The number of refugees 
for whose destiny the Ru.ssian (lovermnent 
had to assume responsibility is variously esti¬ 
mated at from 2.000,001) to 9,000.000. the 
latb'r (igure being the estimate of M. Xaumoff, 
the .Ministi'r of Agrieulture. This veritable 
exodus of nations before the then irresistible 
(ulvanee of the Teuton legions entailed sufTer- 
ings more terrible in their way than those to 
which actual combatants were subjected, 
because tho victims for the most part weio 
tho old and the weak, incapable of offering 
the smallest resistance to a ruthless foo, 

Russian and foreign writers have not betm 
lacking who have attempted to tell the story 
of this world tragedy—of the harrowing 
scenes witnessed along the main channols of 
civilian evacuation, whore, amid tho rigours 
of a northern autumn, Imndreds and thousands 
must have ixirished from hunger and exi)osure. 
These conditions applied mor« especially to 
the refugees from Poland, Lithuania, and tho 
Baltic ProvinciM. In tho case of tho evacua¬ 
tion of Jews and ix-asants from (lalicia, tho 
hardships endured,''though serious enough, 
were less terribly, because there had boon more 
leisure for organization, and the Russian 
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military and civilian aiitlioritios in occuiiation 
of the eorujucrcd AiiKtrian territory were 
better able to cope with the imdertuking. 
'J'hiis these thousands of unfortunate fugitiv'i-s, 
fleeing befon' the Auslro-tlerman advance, 
were passed along through the, lines of the 
Russian Anny witli far gr(>ater semblance of 
ordi'r than had j)roved possible in the case of 
the abandonment of Poland, though it goes 
without saying t,hat the gigantic supple¬ 
mentary labour thus imposed upon tho Army 
on the Catician front, taxed its resources t-o tho 
utmost and aggi’avated the peril of a situation 
.snflieiently grave at best. 

Jn tho stupiaidous labour of sueeouriug 
these unfort unales, the members of the imperial 
Family played a leading part, setting an 
example of devotion and self-saerilieo wliieli 
wasnol lost upon f ho rank and tile. Jrrespee- 
tive of measures adopled by the (Government, 
as far back as September, li»M, the 'l .sar sanc- 
(ionefl the establishment of a .special (Gommiltee 
for the extension of aid to war snITerers, of 
which (b<! (irand Jfiiehe.ss Tatiana Nikolaevna 
was appointed Honorary IVi'sident, and 3\']. A. 
Neydiiart, a member of the Imperiid t'ouneil, 
was eliosen President. 


In connexion with the work of relief generally 
spletulid service was rendered by Her Majesty, 
tho Fmpress Marie, as the moving sftirit of the 
great Russian Red Cross Association, and the 
Crand Duchess Olga Alcxandrovna, sishtr of 
t he 'J'sar, tlai Grand Duehes.ses Olga and Tatiana, 
daughhtrs of the Tsar, the (Irantl Duchess J<iliza- 
beth Feodorovua, tho young Kmpress’s eliler 
sister, and tho Grand Duchess Marie l^tvlovna, 
ytamger .sister of t he Clraiid Duktt Dmitri Pavlo- 
viteh, all of whom volunttiored as sisters of 
mer(.-y. Among other official organizations of 
later date, that uiiiler Hie sujierintondonco of S. I. 
Zubehaninov, member of the Imperial Coimcil, 
did admirable service in helping refugees of tlie 
nort li-western front. 

i’or dealing with alimentntion. points were 
organized at regular intervals w here a <‘011 
ration was provided to lust for a week, and 
where medical helj) was furni.shed, while at 
other jilaoes camp kitehens supplied tho jiopii- 
lation with hot fooil. The linsine.ss of feeding 
tho jiopulation near the front was attended by 
exceptional difficulty, beeau.s<> owing to the 
reijuisitiou of horsi's and the shortage of 
forage there was a dearth of (he means of con- 
vi'yanee. Hero the splendid Zemstvo and 
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iirhan rolicf orKtiuizutioiis rcmU'rod iiicstimnblt! 
Horvico. 

Another imdesirnhle oiiteoiiu' of fheeo forci'd 
iniurntioiis was the liirso addition involved to 
the |>opvilalion of eities in tlm rear. notal)ly 
I’etrograd, Moscow, Kiev, Saniura and Saratov. 
On the average thi.s addition representisl a pro¬ 
portion of ahont 8'82 per cent, of the regular 
population, though in .some eases, of eonr.se. 
ft wa.s far jnore eonsiderahle. .\atorally, this 
unforeseen inflnx had a great deal to do with 
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A WOMAN MUNITION WORKER. 

the <Ieplefion of food anil fuel supplies, the 
shortage of iKvelling aeeommodation. and the 
consequent nnpreeislented rise in prices and 
rent. 

As in the ease of civilian refngee.s, so asri'gards 
sick and wounded soldier." and eare for their 
dependant.s, the ineinhers of thi- Jinperial 
Kamily wereeonspli'iionsly active. At the head 
of the organization which undertook tlie care of 
.soldiers’ families was the Kmpre.ss Alexandra 
Feodorovna, as IVesident of the High Council 
formed specially for this jmrpose ; at the head 
of the Red Cross was the Fiiiipress Marie Feo¬ 
dorovna. while other menihers of the Hoyal 
family took the lead in other relief organizations. 


The organs of local self-government (Zemstvo 
and town councils) sjilcndidly responded to the 
call of these newly-arisen necessities. Uotli 
the.se classes of firganizations appropriatod large 
sums for the requirements of soldiers’ families. 
As far hack as Decemher. 1014, the amount 
ilishiirseil hy the Zemstvos for this purpose 
came to 0711.0(11) rouhles, and hy the towns to 
1,470,000 rouhles. Moreover, the Zemstvos 
undertook the fluty of harvesting the crops 
sowing the fields, and threshing the corn for 
reservists’ families anil providing them with 
agricultural machinery and seed when neces¬ 
sary. 

The outbreak of the war did not take the 
Hus.sian RimI Cross unaware.s. In accordance 
W'itli the plan of mobilization drafted earlier in 
conformity with the instructions of the War 
Department, there wore foi ineil u it hunt delay 
and dispatched to the war theatre 18 hosjatals. 
;J7 stationary military hospitals (lazarets). .'Cl 
mobile ho.sj)itals, a total of 118 Held medical 
institutions with I.'t.lOO beds and oqiiipinent. 
p ■rmitting them to take in double t he regulation 
mimber of siek and woundcfl. and in addition 
ten advaneed detachinents. Two months later 
there were in ojieratiim (it) hospitals, 71 sta¬ 
tionary and 117 mobile ho.spitals. disposing of 
moro than 35,000 beds, and 2t advanced de 
tafdiment.s. I.ater still were organized six 
automobile detaf hinents, one sanitary-surgical, 
six X-ray detachments, five .sanitary e[iidemic, 
seven sanitary-disinfeetanf, (io ti.xed dressing 
and feeding stations, 17 mobih' feeding detaeh- 
ments, and two sanitary or hospital train.s. 
Simultaneously, for the equipment of these 
establishments with materials, (here were set 
tip three field depots with complete equipment/ 
for .5.000 beds each, iuiil for the advanced posi¬ 
tions five branches of the tield depots, of which 
three were mobile. 'J’lirkey's accession to tho 
Cenfnd Rowers called for formation of four 
stationary ho.spitals, four advancfid, and four 
feeding and dressing detachments, which were 
dispatched to the Caucasus. 

Thanks to jireparation in time of ponce no 
shortage of men was experienced. The niedico- 
sanitary institutions of the Society in the war 
theatre were serxed by a staff of more than 700 
doctors, .500 students, 100 superintendents, 
2,025 Sisters of Mercy, and about 10,000 
stretcher-bearers (sanitars). Moreover, over 
3,700 Sisters of Mercy were apjiointctl by the 
Red Cro.ss to serve the medico-sanitary insiitu 
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tions of th« Wnr Dopartinent. Tmprpssivo as 
aro tho foregoing figures, tliey un.louhtofll/■ 
iell sfiort ol those obtaining at a later dale, 
seeing that tho work of tho Red Cross grew daily 
and iiourly in conformity with the demands 
cotiferroil upon it. 

Rrief reference Jins already been made to tho 
slinre of tlio towns and Zemstvos in the task of 
relief. Tile Rod Cro.ss gladly wek'ouied valuable 
coojieration exti'ii led l>y what, was known as tl e 
All-ltu.ssian Zemstvo I’nion, with I’rinee (1. K. 
Lvov at its head ; t he iTbaii Tuiion, comprising 
SSo towns (chief delegate AJ. V. (dielnokov. 
Mayor of .Mos<‘ow), tho Nobility organi/.alion, 
and others. More particularly tho Zemstvos 
and Urban rm'ons won for themselves an 
abiding pla<-e in the alTeetion.s of tJie army, 
thanks to tlieir philanthropy, guided by inti¬ 
mate first-hand knowledge of the ordinary 
peasant soldier and his needs. 

Not, the lea.st of the many difficulties which 
Russia had to face in her coniiuet of the war 
were tho sujiply of drugs and surgical instru¬ 
ments. The ciaintry’s dependi'iic-e upon tier- 
many before the war for the bulk of such su]J- 
plies was a matt<»r of common knowledge, and 
it can therefore be understood tbat with the 
additional handicap of a war on lier hands 
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ONR OF TFiF NRW SMALL 
DENOMINATIONAL NOTES. 
One kopek is equivalent to a farthing. 


Russia had to reconcile lierself tem{>orarily to 
the bitter anoimily of still pureliasing many 
Kjiecial artk'les from lier principal enemy, anil 
it was for that reason mainly that, di'spiU) the 
war, if was not found feasible wholly to au.sjiend 
trade with (lermany. Thus, the monthly 
stat islical jmldieation of tho Council of Ministers 
regularly printed tlie figure.s for German imports, 
which in IfM.'i exceeded 20,000,000 roubles in 
value. Neverthele.ss, strc'nuons efforts were 
made to render Itussia more self-supjiorting 
in this ri'spect, and gratifying progreas was 
achie\-('d. Thi' hospitals wi're able to replenish 
tlieir stiK-ks exclusively from home production. 
'I'he niamifiwtnre of hygrosi-opie, cotton wool 
was permanently established. Thanks to the 



ROYALTY VISITS WOUNDED SOLDIERS. 

The Dowager Bmpresv of Rasua in one of the wards in the Polytechnic Hospital, Petrograd. 
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discovery of rich contents of iodine in tlio sea- 
\\e<'d of the Itiuek Sea tlic nianiiftu'turo of (liis 
j)rodu<d. was orgnniz«'d ujioii an extensive scale, 
wliile the labours of Russian savants gave a 
start to the acquisition by tlie simplest means of 
various medically valuable alkaloids. 

No tu'count of war relief would be complete 
without some reference to I’rinee Alexander of 
Oldenburg, head of the Sanitary l)ej)artuieut 
of War, for wliiehpost by training and lempera- 
lueiit he was peculiarly fitted. Though 72 year« 
of age, thanks larg<'ly to his wonderful <'nergy 
and powers of organization and initiation the 
la'alth of the Kussian force's tai the whole 
proved to b(> satisfactory during the war. Ho 
.set a. fine exampk' of patriotism by devoting the 
greider imrt of his spleialid palace on the banks 
of the Neva to tla* purposes of ij. military bos- 
j)ital with 150 beils. His promptitude in 
tlealing with the porsonous gas emergency was 
characteristic. Within two or three days 
organizations employing thou.sands of hands 
wt're at w ork preparing masks, of wliich millions 
were roaily within a week. I’rinco Alexander 
was greatly interesletl in the (h'vclopna'ut of 
native spas, and one of the finest fiealth re.sort,s 
on the Rlack Sea (fJagry) owes its existence to 
his initiative In this connexion his invitation 
through the <'ohmma of 'I'hc 'I'hnrn to wounded 
otlfcers of the Rritish Army to be his gut'sts 
at th«! unrivalled hot baths and medicinal 
springs of the Caucasus will be recalled. 

Valuable in itself, n,nd doubly .so as an ev i 


deuce of Rritish sympathy with Rus.sia, was the 
Anglo-Russian Hosjutal, installed in 1910 in tho 
handsome palact- of the flrand Duke Ihnitri 
I’avlovitch, situated at tho et'rner of tho 
Fontanka river and tho Nt'vsky Rrospekt. The 
work of adaptation w’as skilfully performed, and 
am|)le accommodat ion for 200 pat ients provided 
with operating rooms, a bandaging room (a 
Bp('cial featiirt' of all Russian tnilitary hospitals), 
an X-ray cabinet, laborat.ory and drug depart¬ 
ment. Tla- senior Sisters of Mi'rcy were Ltidy 
Mtiriol I’aget and Lady Sybil (trey, and tho 
senior phy.sician Dr. Fleming. Diiritig the 
summer of 1910 thi' Hospital sent a well 
(■(juipped Ainlailanci' Detachment to the Front. 
Rritish working men luwl subscribed for twi'uty 
beds for wounded Russian workmi'ti. Thi.' gift 
was sent through the Anglo-Riissian Hosgiital. 
Lady (ieorgiana Ruelmnan and .Miss Muriel 
Ruchanan worked devotedly in the cause of 
lurspital and relief work. 

While no doubt whatever could prevail 
among Russians at the outbreak of the wa.r a*- 
to the stability of their alliance with I*'ranee, 
which had alrea.dy lasted upwards of twenty- 
thre<' years, the ])osition that (ireat Rritain 
would take u|> in the struggle fori'ed upon thest' 
allies by (lermany gave rise to heartfelt an.xa'ty. 
Russians had ever fell resjiect ha' Fngland's 
wta'd, and this feeling ha<l given pla.ee to growing 
warmth of sentiment, one may say friendship, 
('ver .since the mistakes of Russia’s foreign 



rt-'row the Vt'chernee I'remya. 

REFUGEES FROM POLAND; SCENES ON THE WAYSIDE. 
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A PARTY OF KIISSIAN JCUTRNALISTS AND PUHI.ICISTS IN LONDON. 

(1) Count Alexis Tolstoy. (2) 7’Ae Times Correspondent. (3) M. Chukovsky. (4) M. Nemirovitch- 
Danchenko. (5) M. Aladyn. (6) M. Nahokoff. (7) M. YejSoroff. (8) M. Bashmakolf. 


J)i>li»'y liiwl hccii cxiniscd liy tile war with 
•la|>a)i. and tin* <‘f>iintr\' liad (<» is'iilizo 

that' it'S interests nowhere (‘iaslasl wit'll those 
of Creal Hrilain, while, on the other hand, 
the ('ont nil lanee ot inistrnsl helw'een them 
could only serve the ends of tierniany. 
Kussiaiis instinetivoly realized that (iennan,\ 
wanted at 0.11 costs to nndenoine Itnssia''' 
independence, and that perha|is one of the 
reasotis w'h\' she had provsiked tlu‘ war was her 
arrogant displeasure at the speetaele of an 
.•Xiittlo-Russian ra/i/inx-hemrnf. Ku'-sians. IukIi 
. ind low. afipreciated the value of siii-li an idl\ 
Its to’eat llritain. d'hose were anxious da^ys 
in Pelrop'ratl and throujrlioni the Tsar's 
dotnains when Russia was waitinj^r to learn 
wtiieli way Knttland would decide, hater 
they eaine to know us well enough to realize 
that they should never have entertained a.nv 
doubt.s on tlie subject. Referenci' lias already 
biMin inad(> to the remarkable outbursts .of 
popuUir joy wlticli were displayed all oxer 
Ktisftia whpti the nexvs ca.ine tliat' Kngland 
would not sit itilo xvhile tJi'niuuiy dealt one 
l>y one xx'ith the Allies. 'JTie readiness with 
which the 'IVar’s armies huricfl themselves at 
the foo in order to divert his attention front the 
hard-press4Hl legions of France and the British 
I'-ixpc'ditionary Force was an expression of tlu’ 
national spirit as w'cll as of sound stratogica'l 
considerations. 


.As tlie war dragged on its uiiexen cour.se, 
as defeats in the field of hattle aiul the domain 
of diplomacy retarded the day of victory, as 
the magnitude of Russia's own losses became 
more and more fully realized there was 
naturally a tendency (o look more and more to 
relief Irom the Allies. On the other hand, it 
was dilbenll if not impossible for the lay 
mind to grasp the difliculties of the position 
on the A\'estern front, intercourse between 
Russia a.nd her .Allies was of such a restricted 
ehariu’ti'r, both in thi- form of travel and in the 
information produced by the Russian ITess, 
that the ciaintrv knew almost nothing of the 
e.xtent of France's achievements ami <)( the 
enormous burden that Kiigland had assumed 
in the naval, military, commercial, and financial 
domains. .As the Russian annii'sreti-eated from 
Calicia the Russian nation wondered why fheiv 
was no coiTe.sponding advance on the jiart of 
the Allies in France and Flanders. The pro- 
(ierman elements in tile country raised their 
heads, hoping that the lack of information in 
the Army and among the public, would afford 
a favourable .stiil for the negotiation of aseparute 
IM'ace. But their ho|«’s were shortlix'cd. 
Thanks to the efforts of the Press, led by 
I'lw Thnen ami supported by the two (iox-eni- 
ineiits. the truth about their Allies soon came 
to be known among the Russians, and'^espe- 
lially among tlw Russian Aniiy. Tlie visit 
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of RwBRiaD journalists and writers to Enfttand 
and Frauoe during the winter oi 1916-1916, and 
later the .Russian parliivinentary visit, dispelled 
the remnants of any doubt that might have 
remained, and established a firm, imalterablo 
confidence in the Allied Armies. At the same 
time the heroic, uniirecodentod defence of 
Verdun for over put a stop to any further 
attempt on the part of the pro-German agitators 
to cast reflections upon the Allies of Russia. 

It would bo impossible to close this reference 
to Anglo-Russian relations without dwelling 
upon the auspicious influence that had been 
exerted duruig all the years of his tenn of office 
by the British Ambassador, Sir George 
Buchanan, who, thanks to his high qualities 


of heart and mind, had won the respect and 
affection of the Russian people. As a mark of 
the extraordinary esteem which all Russia felt 
towards him, the municipality of Moscow con¬ 
ferred upon him the freedom of the city, an 
honour which the Tsar was pleased to ratify. 

That the policy of Russia had mdically 
changed from the old suspicion of England to a 
new, sincere, and lasting spirit of confidence, 
amity, imd alliance must be ascribed in a great 
degree to the friendly and eminently loyal direc¬ 
tion of fort'ign affairs wliich charach’rized M. 
Snzonoft’s aihuinistration from its very outset. 
The fruits of the now policy were bound to 
infiuenei' international relations long after the 
Great War. 
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CHAPTER CXXXIV. 


THE IRISH REBELLION OF APRIL, 

1916 (I.). 

Invasions and Attemi’Tkd Invasions of Ireland—The Sinn Fein Movement—Its Orioin 
AND Development—This Government of Ireland—Mr. Birrell—“ Labkinism ” and the 
“ Citizen Army ”—Ulster Volunteers—National Volunteers—Sinn Fein Volunteers— 
Casement’s Career— llis Visit to Germany'—Anti-British Propaganda among Irish Prisoners 
—Casement's “ Invasion ”—From Wilhelmshaven to the Kerry' (’oast—Casement’s Capture 
—Preparations in Dublin—The Irish Exkuutive—Rebel 1'lans—The Events of Easter 
Monday. 191(5—Proclamation of an “ Irlsh Republic”—The Fighting Described—Lord 
Wimborne’s Proclamation—Troops land at Kingstown. 


■^HE danger that a foreign enemy 
would endeavour to take, advantage 
of tho exposed position of Ireland 
and of England’s historic religious 
and racial difliciiltios in that island is one that 
has never been absent from the minds of our 
statesmen and soldiers in time of war or the 
threat of war. During tho religious troubles 
of tho sixteenth century Italian and Sjianish 
emissaries wore constantly at work in tho 
South and West, thereby adding not a little to 
the burden of Queen Elizabeth’s statesmen, and 
in 1579-1580, eight years before tho sailing of 
the “ Invincible Armada,” considerable Spanish 
forces were able to evade tho English fl(H*t and 
effect a landing on the Kerry coast in hopes of 
creating a diversion in favour of King Philip 
and the Papacy, the latter then at deadly war 
with England and specially with Elizabeth. 
From this sprang the Desmond Rebellion, “ the 
most perilous that hath ever begun in Ireland,” 
as Edward Waterhouse reported to Walsingliam 
at the time, and only the prompt appearanc ’ 
of strong forces by land and sea and the destruc¬ 
tion of the Spanish stronghold of Smerwick 
on the Dingle peninsula prevented the rising 
from becoming general. 

Vol. VTII.—Part 102. 


And again, a century later, w'hen King 
Jamo.s II. was driven out by his subjeiits, it 
was to Ireland that the French king dispatched 
an army to assist him in his attempt at restora¬ 
tion, and many pitchted battles and sieges had 
to bo undertaken before the exiled king was 
again “ sent on his travels ” and William of 
Orange seated securely on the tlirone. Even 
more threatening were the attentions bestowed 
on Ireland by the Directory during the French 
revolutionary war with Great Britain towards 
tho close of the eighteenth centiu-y. Stirred 
by tho example of France and by promises of 
French assistance, Wolfe Tone and his society 
of United Irishmc-u aimed, as the Sinn Feiners 
did in April, 1916, at an independent Irish 
Republic, and on no less than four oc'casions 
French ships of war wore able to reach tho 
Irish coast—at Bantry Bay in tho south-west, 
at Killala Bay in Mayo, and at two pomts on 
the Donegal Coast. Mr. Froude and Mr. 
Lecfcy have dealt in detail with this danger 
from the point of view of the historian and the 
statesman, cmd just ten years before the rising 
of 1916 the Military Correspondent of The, Times, 
in tho course of a careful study of Humbert’s 
landing in Mayo in 1798, emphasized the ever- 
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LEAVING THE COMMISSIONERS’ DEPARTMENT. 

Sir Matthew Nathan (on lelt), Permanent Under-Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant ; and Mr, Augustine Rirretl (on 
right), Chief Secretary for Ireland. Circle portrait : Lord 
'Wimborne, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 


pnisont dnnRt'r of a?i oxposed coast, a watchful 
enemy, and Httch smotildcriiip ch'mcnts of dis¬ 
content as iniglit always he found to exist in 
certain parts of Ireland. At a later datt' 
the same writer, discussing the Sinn Feiti 
rising, again pointed out that “ the ns«! of 
Ireland n.s a blackthorn with which an enemy 
inny helahotir ns in time of war has for long 
hei'n a subject of study among soliiiors, and 
the present crisis shows that the thtfories of the 
u.se that may be made of Ireland by an enc'iny 
are now in course of application.” 

The Sinn Fein rising w’hieh has now to be 
tioscribed did not differ materially, whether 
regarded from the point of view of its origin, 
its incidents or its result, from those of the 
sixteenth, stiventeenth, and eighteenth cen¬ 
turies to w’hich allusion has been made. 

Only the name of the movement in Ireland 
was new. Wolfe Tone and the eosrnojjolitan 
rev(»hitiojiarios of 171>8 scomofl the, use of 

• “The Story of a Ftaid,” The Times. Nowinltrr 8, 
IftUti, and May 2, 1918. 


(lacdic and were content to call them.selves 
I’nited Irishmen. The fourulers and leaflers of 
th(' nrodern movement, on the. otlur hand, 
adopted the (laelic note as their mark of sjteeial 
distinction, and much of their jtrojtagantla 
was carried on under the shelter of the nam<' 
of the Gaelic Leagtie and through th*' inter¬ 
mediary of Gfwtlie (’ollegi's and clas.ses. Need¬ 
less to say, many members of the Gaelir; League 
and many students of the Gaelic language in 
Irelantl, as in Scotlarai and elsewdiere, wore 
quite innocent of any ulterior and treasonable 
motives, an<l were ignorant of the iinderground 
pro}>aganda that was (tarried on in their name. 
Even the piibliely prordaimed aims and objects 
of the Sinn Fein movement were not necit's- 
sarily disloyal. The Gaelic wortls “ Sinn 
Fein ” in English mean simply “ Oursedves,” 
and the members were pledgrtd to devote 
themselves to the cultivation and promotion 
of all that was distinctively Gaelic in language 
and literatiu’e, history, costume, and sport, 
as o[)j)osed to whatever was regardrxl as of 
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English origin. But, as in tho ease of the 
United Irishmen, thp revolutioNuy element 
soon gUin^ the upper hand. « ^ , 

The German stratogwt»<^probably evnn be¬ 
fore the war broke out—satv in Ireland a weak 

' ’ lit ■ . 

spot in tho British defences as -did Carnot, 
Hocho and Bonaparte more than a .oentuVy 
earlier, and. in each cawi tJie foreign enemy 
found in domestic conspiracy a weapon fitted 
to his hand. Wolfe Tone’s muchination.s in 
Ireland, at first ostensibly as a mem political 
refomusr, his journey to Anmriea, his visit to 
(he enemy country, and finally his arrival with 
the Fn'nch fleet in Bantry Bay and Lough 
Swilly, all go to constitute a wonderfully 
close analogy to the movements of Sir Roger 
Casement in connexion with th<! Irish rising. 
And the cnid was not different. Each sailed 
for the V\'est Coast of Ireland with something 
resembling an armed forc(': in each case part 
of thts exjx'dition went wrong. Each arrived 
only to fin<l the bulk of the Irish people 
apathetic and indifferent, and to be facetl with 
.speedy arrest and tlm ignominious collapse of 
all bis plans. In each case thcTc was a rising. 


although in a tpiaflj^ different part of the 
country ffom tliat in which the lg.ading topic 
pl 6 koe ,«.80 thkt it' received Ijttle or ho ^direct 
assistance from the for^gn enemy, and In eacih 
the rising,, although sufflciontly alarming and 
.destructive in some of its incidents, was easily 
suppressed by military force as.soo.n tts tho 
slack apd dilatory civil authorities ha^l regli^ed 
the danger and taken the..iiropcr steps to put an 
end to it.. ' 

The Sinn Fein movement aro.se, as has been 
seen, out of the “ language movement,” which 
was in itself harmless and even laudable and 
found supporters amongst peoj)le of all classes. 
The [)olitician.s—the Irish Parliamentary Party 
founded by Pamiil and now led by Mr. Red¬ 
mond - never looked with much favour on this 
language mov'emeiit, being jealous of anything 
that seemed to infringe on their exclusive right 
to speak in the name of “ the Irish people.” 
Gaelic had long been ignored, or regarded some¬ 
what coldly, at the College of Maynooth wh<!ro 
tlio Irish Roman t'atholic priesthood were 
ediieatcd. It hail no n(nv.s|)apers or popular 



SINN FEINERS 

Parading through the streets on St. Patrick’s Day, March, 1916. 
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books. It was not taught in the National 
Schools, and among the common people them¬ 
selves it was so little considered that each 
decennial census showed an increasingly rapid 
falling off hi the number of habitual Gaelic 
speakers. Attempts had again and again been 
made to stem this falling off of the ancient 
language of Ireland. Chairs established at the 
Ihiiversities found few pupils, text-books wert> 
neglected, learned Germans and Frenchmen 
commg to study the literary Gaelic of the luanu- 
scrhits in their libraries met with little help or 
sympathy in Ireland. All at once a number of 
young cnthusiaists, suspected of being indifferent 
to th<i political and sectarian quarrels by w'hich 



SIR ROGER CASEMENT. 


the country was dividi'd, tlnew themselves into 
th' language mo\ omont and in a few years 
producecl very remarkable results, amongst 
their own <^lass at least. Whilst tho census 
figures still showed a continuous decline of Irish 
speakers in tho rural districts, the study of 
Gaelic soon bc'camo sonu^thing of a fashion in 
tho towns, where, as a spoken language, it had 
been j)ractically extmet. Ev'ening classes were 
started for those w'ho had left school, a “ Gaelic 
column ” began to appear in some of tho daily 
and wtsikly newspaptirs: it was taken up os a 
“ subjec.. ” by the Board of National Education, 
by the Intermediate Board, which liad cliarge 
of secondary education, and by the Universities. 
'J’he Gaelic I,eague became fired with the idea of 
an Irish-speaking Ireland, just as Bohemia and 
Hungary spoke languages of their own in spite 
of centuries of Austrian domination. 

It was soon seen, however, that little real 
progress was being made. In tho Irish-speaking 


districts tho process of decay went on more 
rapidly than ever, whilst in the towns those 
who had learnt from books a smattering of a 
most difficult language tended to forgot it from 
disuse. It was at this point that there first 
became manifest a tendency to ijse Gaelic as a 
political weapon. It was contended that the 
Magyars preserved their language because 
Hungary was practically an independent nation 
with only a slender link binding it to Austria, and 
that in consequence Ireland should strive for 
“ Hungarian Home Rule ” or practical inde¬ 
pendence instead of the mild form of Homo Rule 
“ subject to the Imperial Parliament ” offered 
by Mr. Gladstone and accepted by tho I’arlia- 
mentary Party. “ Hungarianism ” became 
the popular cry with this section until it 
was discovered that the Magyars were the 
minority or “ascendancy” party in Hungary, 
ruling the subject Slavs with a rod of iron and 
hampering theiri in every ])OS8iblo way in the 
use of their language and in tho exercise of their 
political rights. When the movement became 
strong onoijgh to have a mouthjiiece of its own, 
a wfM'kly ncwspnp(<r was founded with the title 
Sinn Fein, and that title became the battle cry 
of the extremist section. As Mr. Birrell, who 
was ('hief Secretary for Inland during all this 
period of incubation—h<’ held this office from 
•Tatiuary, K)07. until May, 11) Ui- -jnit it in his 
evidence before the Royal Conunission which 
enquired into th(' causes of the rebellion of 
.-\l»ril, H)l(i, “then' is always a section 
of opinion in that country bitterly oj)posed 
to the British connexion, and in times of 
excitement this section can impose its senti- 
m<-ids on largely iiKTOOsed numbers of the 
])eople.’’ And again, “ tlje spirit of what to-day 
is called Sinn Feinism is mainly compost'd of tho 
old hatred and distrust of the British connexion, 
always notict'ahle in all classes and in all places, 
varying in degree and finding different ways of 
t'xprossion, but always there os tlu' btit'kground 
of Irish politics and character.” The “ times 
of excitement ” necessary to develop this dis¬ 
loyal spirit were certainly not lacking during 
the Viccroyalty of Lord Aberdeen and tho con¬ 
current Chief Secretaryship of Mr. Birrell, and 
the evil was intensified by what tho Commission 
called “ tho reluctance shown by the Irish 
Government to repress by prosecution written 
and spoken seditious utterances, and to suppress 
the drilling and manoeuvring of armed forces 
known to be under the control of men who were 
openly declaring their hostility to Your Majesty’s 
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SIR ROGER CASEMENT AT LIMBURG PRISON CAMP, GERMANY. 


OoveriiTTient aiid their remliness to weleonie and aottlenaent of the aRrarian question which was 
assist Your Majesty’s enemies.” under tlie ausj)ieo8 of the Land Com- 

t’oneurrently with tiie spread of Sinn Fein mission and the Congest«‘d Districts Hoard 

or rather anterior to it ttu're had bfwn growing were of frequc'iit. oeeurrenee. Tiie Arms Act, 

lip in Ireland a general spirit of lawlessness such which placed nei-essary restrict ions on the 

as would not have been jiossible or permitted importation of and traffic in dangerous weapons, 

under ca[)able government. “ Cattle driving ” whilst in no way prohibiting the legitimate 

and other forcible interferences with the happy use of sporting gims by peaceable people, was 

102—2 
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allowed to lapse, against the iinaiiiinous warn¬ 
ing of all compt^tent authorities in Ireland, 
and rifl(!8 and revolvers were shortly being 
sold over the eounter in every village shop. 
The old Fenian conspiracy, which hmi In'cn 
responsible for the rising of and to some 

extent for the dynamite conspiracy and the 
Invincible imirdors in tlu' 'eighties, again began 
to show’ dangerous a<!tivity. And while all 
this was going on the Irish Executive made 
no sign and took no stej>s. Mr. Bimsll had 
declared on coming into office that be had 
“ foimd Ireland in a more peaceful condition 
than she had been in for the lost six hundred 
years,” and he seeiiw to hav<! obstinately clung 
to the belief that that state of affairs could not 
change, and to have shut his eyes and his ears 
to all evidence to the contrary. It was on a 
review of these circuiiislances that the Royal 
Coirnnission found that the Chief Secretary 
was “ primarily responsible for the situation 
tlvat was allowed to arise and for the outbreak 
that occiuTod.” “ 'J'he main cause of the 
nibellion,” they reported, “ apfstars to be that 
lawlessness was allowed to grow up unchecked, 
and that Ireland for several years j)ast has been 
administered on the principle that it was safer 
and more? expedient to leave the law in alasy- 
once if collisitm with any faction of the Irish 
people could thereby be avoided.” “ Such a 
policy,” it was added, ” is a negation of the 
cardinal rule of government which demands 
that the enforcement of law and the preser¬ 
vation of order should always be independent 
of political expediency.” 

Another and an even more flagrant toleration 
of lawlessness was that in connexion with 


what is called ” Larkinism,” which demands 
s|)pcial mention as being the origin of the 
“ Citizen Army ” that jjlayed so sinister a 
jiart in the rising. .Tames Larkin, who posed 
as a labour loader, although he wiis not recog. 
nized or authorized by any reputable or well- 
tistablished trade xmion, appeared on the scene 
in Ireland about 190(1 as an organizer of fr<‘- 
quent strikes at the seaports. After some 
turbulent passages at Cork, where he was 
disowned and prosecuted by the Liverpool 
Dockers’ Union, with which he had fonnerly 
been comiected, he succeeded in 1907 in 
bringing about a very formidable strifa', accom¬ 
panied by much disorder, in Belfast. Arrested 
and comraithHl for trial for a viohait assault 
on a non-striker, Larkin was released at the 
Assizess, the Crown Prosecutor by direction 
of Dublin Castle entering a noUe prosequi. Aa 
the authorities had previously released I.arkin 
from prison after his conviction in Cork, the 
belief became widespread that no repressive 
measures against his procieedings were to bo 
looked for, and turmoil and violence spread 
uncheck<xi. Strong representations were made 
by Lord Shaftesbury, Lord Mayor of Belfast, 
and by the magistrates and other local authori¬ 
ties, but nothing was done until a police strike 
resulted and a general paralysis of law was 
threatened. The military wore then called 
out, the ^ob fired on, and lives lost—an apt 
illustration of the statement made before the 
Commission by Sir David Harrel, fonnerly 
Under-Secretary at Dublin Castle, to the effect 
that the Irish people “ are easily led, and it is 
therefore the more incumbent on the Govern¬ 
ment to nip lawlessness and disorder in the 
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bud.” 'I'lic negloct of this eleinoiitary duty, 
he went on to say, has invariably led to things 
g<'tting out of hand, with the result that strong 
repressivi* nieasiires become necessary, and then 
the innocent suffer with the guilty. One 
consequence was that manufacturers and 
merchants in Belfast, finding it impossible, in 
the absence <if police j)rotection, to get their 
go<}ds conveyed to and from the docks, armed 
themselves and their servants, escorted their 
carts and lorries to the steamers, and saw tlunr 
goocls sate on board. This was the beginrung 
of the. arming in I'lster, aiul it arose' from a 
profouiul disbc'lief in the firmness or justice 
of the Dublin Castle authorities. WIk'U after 
the elections of 1910 Home Rule was .seen to 
bo immiiKMit and threats were uttered of 
using ‘‘the strong hand” to pul. down the 
resistance of the JVorth, the Ulster Volunteers 
were fortned. I’he political and religious objec¬ 
tions entertaitied by the nurjority in Ulster 
to th<! ruh' of a Dublin I’arliament, whose 
loyalty to Kngland and the Kmpire they dis¬ 
trusted and in whi<-h their own representatives 
must nec»'ssarily bo in a |)erman('nt minority, 
wore raiso<l to fever heat, especially sinct? the 
abolition of the Veto of the House of Lords 
had left them without an 3 ' <'onstitutional j>ro- 
ti'ction against a chance majorit.v in the House 
of Commons. But in addition there was the 
feeling, hjns'd on (he lUanufacttiring and mer¬ 
cantile classes by the bitter experience of 1907, 
that Dublin Castle under Nationalist direction 


and guidance afforded no guarantee for tlie 
peaceful corrj’ing on of the industries by which 
they lived and by which their Province floiir- 
ishetl. The result was the public and openly- 
avowed organization of a body of “ Vohm- 
h'ers ” under the leadership of ,Sir Kdward 
Carson and w'ith the sanction and support of 
the politii.-al, municifial. and industrial heads 
of the Ulster community. Over one hundred 
thou.snnd men were quickly enrolled and drilled, 
arms were priK'ured, and a solemn Covenant 
entered into bj’ w'hich the signatories, while 
renewing their pledge of devoted loyalty to King 
and Empire, bound themselves to stand 
together, whatever might befall, and to defend 
hji- force tif arms if necessary what they 
ri'garded as their biithright. of full and uri- 
diminished British citizenship. It was the 
imitation of this anning' and drilling by Larkin’s 
Citizen Army and by other bodies of Volunteers 
in the South, with otlu'r objects, which eontri- 
buts'd so much t<j the rising. 

After Belfast Larkin next turned up in 
Ifublin, where, in 1913, he organized a “ trans¬ 
port workers ” strike, and endeavoured as 
usual to involve and to paralyse the whole 
industrial life of the citj’. The conditions of 
labour and of housing in Dublin wtire indeed 
appalling, and would have condoned ahnost 
any effort at redress. Employment was scariio 
and irregular, the rate of wages scandalously 
low, and decent house accommodation for the 
working classes almost impossible to obtain. 



GUARDING THE GREAT NORTHERN MAIN LINE, DUBLIN. 
Military oiitpoit on the north-east of the city. 
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EDEN QUAY, DUBLIN. 

A view from the O’Connell Monument. 


It was a common complaint that the Civit; and 
Poor Law authorities ])aid too much atti-ntion 
to political spo(i(^h-making and too little to 
sanitation and the jiroper jierforrnanct' of their 
mor<' prosaic duties. The result was that this 
great strike assumed rather a Syndicalist and 
revolutionary character than that of a mere 
dispute about wages, and all the turbulent and 
disloyal elements in Dublin and the neigh¬ 
bourhood were swejit into it. Larkin was 
evidently provided from some source with 
ainpUs funds, and as a sequel to the strike the 
Citizen Army was formed and partly armed 
by him during the winter of 1913 1014. An 
armed body of National VolunU'ers had also 
been organized in Dublin in imitation of 
the Ulster Volunteers, and both bodies held 
parades and reviews without interference 
from the authorities until in June, 1014, 
the Inspector-tJenerai of the Koynl Irish 
Constabulary felt eomjx-lled to draw' the 
attention of the tliief Secretary to the fact 
that “ each county will soon have a trained 
army far outnumbering the poli<>c, and those 
who control the Volunteers will be in a po.sitiun 
to dictate to wliat extent the law of the land 


will be canied into effect.” Still nothing was 
done for the rea.ssi>rtion of thi; authority of tho 
t.ioverimu'nt, although, as the t'ommiasioners 
pointed out in tlnir n'port, “ this lawless 
ilisphiy of force shoukl have b<’('7i a warning 
against the recent policy of permitting the 
indiseriininatc anning of civilians in Ireland 
in times of turbulencf' and faction. In j)criods 
of peac.i it may be desirable in an ordinary 
conmmnity to disregard some seditious utter¬ 
ances ns mere vapouritig, but w'hon a country 
is engaged in a serious struggle sedition niters 
its aspec.'t and boconass tniason dangerous 
to the community, and should promptly be 
suppressed.” It thus came about that the 
outbreak of the Great War found a <!onsider- 
able portion f)f Ireland under tlws control of 
anned forces led by jiien “ openly declaring 
thciir hostility to tho Uritish Government, and 
t heir readiness to welcome and assist Kngland’s 
enemies.” And the Govenunont of Dublin 
Castkt W’as administered on tho principle that 
it “ was safer anti more expedient to leave 
the law in abeyance if collision with any 
faction of the Irish people could thereby be 
avoided.” 
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At what precise point, tlie lU'cessary con¬ 
nexion hetwoen sedition in Ireland and tjie 
German (iov(!rnment was established there is 
as yet no evidence to show. The original body, 
the Irish National Volunteers, was not osten¬ 
sibly disloyal, although some of its leading 
promoters were afterwaixis identified with the 
rebellion, and suffered for it. l.arge numbers 
wtire enrolled, but of these only a minority 
rendered thom-solv'es eflicif'iit, ami the whole 
movement was at the outsid rogardefl as som()- 
thing in the nature of a political j)rotest againsi 
the foi’mation of the Ulster Voluntec'rs. In 
June, 1914, a membership of (J.'),0()0 was 
claimed, but by this time Mr. Jtedmond, the 
leader of the Irish Uarliaimailary Party, .setsns 
to have be(!om<' alarmed at the seilitious ten¬ 
dency of some of tlu' leaders, and he made an 
effort to gt‘t the mov'ement under his own 
control. He insisted on nominating a siitlleicnt 
number t>f members of the committees to direct 
its decisions, but this stej) appears only to hav'e 
a<-eeutualeil the disloyalty ami discontent of 
the extri'iiiists. IMattcrs came to a head after 
the oiillmsik of the war, when Mr. As<]uilh, 


the Prime Minister, con.sented to go to freland 
on the invitation of the Parliamentary Party 
to address a meeting, at which Mr. Keilmond 
himself delivered a strong and earnest sj)eech 
in favour of th<' energetic jjrosecution of flat 
war and of the promotion of recruiting in 
Irelaml. 'Phis led to some disturbances, and 
culminated in a break-up of the Iri-h National 
VoluntiHfrs. On September 30 a new body, 
avowedly hostile to the English coniKixion, 
was fonned under the name of the “ Irish ” 
Volunteers, and generally known as tlu) Sinn 
Fein \’olunteers. 'Phese allied themsolve.s with 
the Citizen Army wliich liad arisen out of 
Larkin's mov<anont; and as the Royal Oom- 
missi<iners slate in their rciiort, “It is clear 
that the insurrection was caused by two bodies 
of men allied together for this purpo.s() and 
known as the Irish Voluntel^^s and the 
Citizen Army.” In their manifesto repudi¬ 
ating Mr. Hedtnond (signed by six persons, 
all of whom were afterwards found impli¬ 
cated in the rebellion), the fouixkjrs of 
the Irish Volunteers state' that they “ regret 
that the absence of Sir Roger Casem<ait in 



RUINS TO THE NORTH OF SAGKVILLE STREET. 
A view from Nelion’s Pillar. 
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America prevents him from being a signatory 
with UK."’ 

This is the first appearance in the story of 
the name of one wlio played a sinister part, 
and was viltimately convicted of treason and 
sentenced to death. As the evidence at tlie 
trial was confined to Casement’s activities in 
Germany, and as he had hardly been heard of 
before in Irish politics, the details of his 
original connexion with the rebellious move¬ 
ment are ft)r the most part lacikuig. He came 
of a well-known County Antrun family, of 
Knglish origin, whose members had always, 
so far as is known, been noted for their un- 
8wer\’ing loyalty and devotion to the Crown, 
his father being an officer in the British Army. 
Born in 1864, ho led a roving life for some time, 
being engageil in the Oil River trade on the 
Niger Coast. HLs knowletlgo of Africa led to 
his em[)loyment in the British Consular 8er\’ice, 
and he appears a.s Consul at Loimm^o Marq\ies 
in 1895. Here he wa.s able to be of iliucli 
a-ssistance to the Govt'riuuent and the Anny 
during the South African war, and was cluly 
thanked for liis services. Later ho was 
appointed Consul to the Congo Free State, 
where he took a very prominent part, in wliat 
was known as the “ re<l rubber ” agitation, 
exposing and denoimcing the bloodshed and 
tiTuelty which, ho alleged, were connected with 
the collection and marketing of rublnir by the 
agents of the late King of the Belgians. At 


this time it is interesting to recall that he and 
those associated with him wore freely attaekwl 
and criticised in th(' Irish Nationalist and 
Komair Catholic Press on the groimd that his 
reports were largely based on the naiTatives 
of Ih'otestant missionaries, and were not borne 
out by the Catholic missionaries, who had 
equal opportunities of observing the facts. 
Otldly enough, in the first and only issue of the 
Irish War News, the iwgan of the rebels pub¬ 
lished during the rising, this Congo agitation 
was referred to in the bitterest terms. It was 
tailed “ a war of filth,” “ subsidi/.ed scantlal 
mongering,” and “ a foul-motithed British 
libel ” on King Leopold, who was the victim of 
“ hired ink-slingers ” the name of Sir Jtoger 
t-'asement, the originator of tlu? whole campaign, 
being, of course, omitted. In 1906 Casement 
was transferred to Brazil, iw'tiug successively as 
Consul at Santos and os Ctmsul-General at Rii> 
de .lant'iro, whtire again ho took a proiiiinent' 
part in attae;king the administration of the 
rubber comjtanies. especially in the Putumayo 
district, his “ Putumayo Report,” officially is¬ 
sued as a Bluebo<jk by the Foreign Offiei-, at- 
tratding much attention in both henuspheros. In 
1911 he was knighted and receivf'd the Corona¬ 
tion m<'<lal, retiring invalided from the service 
in 1913. During all this time it is not recorded 
that he took much interest in Irish polities 
of any kind, and at his trial a letter was read 
in which, in aeknowlodging the honour of 



AT THE CORNER OF ABBEY STREET, DUBLIN. 
A tramcar unearthed from the d6brii. 
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kniglithocKi conferred on him in l!»n, ho ox- 
pnwsed the most c<mrtior-like gnititudc and 
devotion to King George. 

In October, 1913, C'aHeinent, liaving retired 
from the public Hcrvice, appeared on a Home 
Kulo platfonn in Jtis native county of Antrim, 
atating that ho had never before atood on a 
public platform to d<«liv<>r a ))oliti<-al apTOch. 
His remarks sef'in to ha\'e been of a quite 
harmless (•haracter and attracted no attention. 
Hut a quick change superve-nod. During the 
winter of 1913-1914 he stuklenly appeared as 
the strenuous aih'ocate of the Hambm’g- 
Amerika line of transatlantic steamers anil of 
their scheme to establish a port- of call at 
Quetmstown, the Irish station for the American 
mails. As the ex-consul had no coniatxion 
with Now York or with tlu' trade of Qiu^nstovn 
this might have i>as.sed as merely the amuse¬ 
ment of an idle hour, but in a letter which 1 o 
wrote to the American Press in February, 1914, 
after the project hmi fallen through, there 
appears a passage that is significant of jnuch 
in the light of subsequent ovontsj He urged 
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all Americans to travel by the H^tbtirg- 
Amerika Utie in preferturcf' to British lines; 
and, alluding to the Knglish conij^aiiies, he 
wont on to say : “ They have succeeded, for 
a time at any rate, in k<s'piiig the friendly 
foreign company frojn the shores of Ireland, 
and they think they have Irish traile inexor¬ 
ably in their grip. ... I hope that before six 
montlis are over we shall have been abl(' to 
deviw' means of asserting our right to own our 
own ports and to open them to whom we will.” 
“ Before six months were over ” Germany was 
at. war with England, and Casement was in 
America eagerly ])leading the German cause. 
In view of the light substsjuently shed upon the 
cspionagi! activities carried on in and from the 
Hamburg-Amerika oftic<w in London and New 
York, the significjince of this nmvement to 
gain a foothold in Ireland is sufliciently obvious. 
With Quet'ustown as a base, and with “ emigra¬ 
tion ” agencies all over the country, the j)lan 
of a German-mad(> insurre<!tion in Iridand 
would havt! been markedly facilitated. 

W'liether Casement was at this stage still a 
men' windbag and catspaw or a full-blown 


conspirator and traitor seems open to doubt. 
His exact inovemc'nts at the period were at his 
trial declared to be unknowm, and he duly drew 
the instalments of his jiension from the British 
Government up to Se})t('mber 30, 1014, nearly 
two months aft(>r the outbreak of the War. 
But aln'ady, in Novembt'r, 1013, he had given 
in his adhesion to the Citizen Army and was also 
a member of the Commith'o of the Irish National 
V^)lunt('ers. And that his education with regard 
to German sea-plans was making progress is 
apparent from a letter, written in August, 1014, 
but not made public till later, in which occurs 
the following ))assage dealing with Mr. Hed- 
rnond’s advococy of reeruituig for the British 
Anny in the war : “ It is perfectly clear that 
Jreltuid will be drawn into a ly war waged by 
England. But that we should vohmtarily help 
the wrong side in order to prevent a British 
defeat is the advi(!e of traitors or of fools. For 
the pre.sent our attitude may he passive, but it 
must not nanain so. 'I’lie day when a German 
fleet dominates the Irish Sea and communica¬ 
tions with England are cut, that day will be the 
first day of Irish freedom and the first day of 



UNSAFE RUINS. 

PulKntf down walls which were in danger of falling. 
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RUINKD BUILDINfJS IN SACKVILLE 
STREET. 

(lie frt'i'doin of tlic soas.” Moaiitiinc, it is 
iiiiportant to note, (lie Claii-na-( iaoi or iiliyKical 
force aoctioii of Mio Irish-Aincrican Natioiialiwt'i, 
a Hi'ction who liad always hixm hostile to the 
I’arliiitnentary Party, liful formed a working 
alliaiK^c with the (Jeriiian aueiieies in the I'tiited 
States, and from this period we hear more and 
more of (iermany’s sinec're and disintenisted 
love for Ireland. Whether ('asement was alreadv' 
in America when war broke out or cross<-d 
immciliately after we have no means of know'inu. 
Hut already, on Sc])tenil)cr lt>, 1914. he wrote 
from New York to the Irish papers to cheide 
the n'cniiting movement: “ He(, Irish men and 
boys.” he said, “stay in Ireland. Their duty 
is idear before (hid and man. ^^'e, as a (leople, 
have no quarrel with the Oennan p<‘oplc. 
(ierinany has never wronged Ireland and we owe 
her more than one debt of gratitude.” And at 
the end of the same month, as has beiui seen. 
W'hen the Sinn Fein or treasonable section of 
the \h>lunteers broke away from the' Hcfl- 
nionditi' or loyal setdion, the secretary reported 
that, only Sir Koger Fasi'inent’s absence in 
America prevented him from being a signatory 
to the manife.sto. 

For the next few weeks nothing is heard of 


('a.s(!m<'nt, but towards (he end of November 
we (ind him in Germany as a self-proelaimed 
“ Irish Ambassador” to the Central Kiiropean 
Powers at war with Rngl.and. He had travelled 
via Scandinavia,, and h<‘ had taken the oppor¬ 
tunity of ]ironnilgating a cock-a.n<l bull story 
about an attempt on the jiart of the Hritish 
Minister at Christiania to have him ]ioisoned 
or otherwi.se disposed of. Arri\'cil in Ih'rlin, 
h<' was favourably received at the German 
Fori'ipn OITiee and took oe.casion to issue a 
stat i'inent in which he declared that, “ all the 
Irisli at homi' anil abrinul would work to assist 
t he victory of (he (Vntral Empires, as (his would 
mean the destruction of the Hritish yoke on 
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Ireland.” The German Secretary of State, on 
his part, issued a eoirospouding statein<*nt to 
the effect that: “ The Imjjorial (tovonuneiit 
declares formally that imder no ciretun.stan(;e.s 
would Germany invade Ireland with a view to 
its conquest or the overthrow of native institu¬ 
tions. Should the foi-time of this great war,” 
it was addf'd, “ bring German troops to Ireland 
they would land tlasre not to pillage or destroy, 
but JUS foroe.s of a Government Inspired only by 
goodwill towards Ireland and her people, for 
whom Germany desires national prosperity ami 
fr(!edom.” This sudden ap)>earanc(' of the 
“ Irish Ambassador ” appears to have rousetl 
high hopes in B<‘rlin, where th<‘ Tatjehlatl 
oxultingly declared that in Ireland England had 
“ a spectre in her own house,” that Ireland had 
now ft)rmally fixpressod her symf)athy for 
Germany, ana lhal tlu' thsdaration of the 
Gennan Foreign Onic<' " would serve to destroy 
the last misgKings cherished against us in 
Indand and correspondingly to intensify Irish 
ent husiasm for tho German cause. ■ 

Having settled the matter of the alliance, 
Gasenu'iit's activities were now direcb^d towards 
the formation of an Irish Brigade, to bt' 
equipped in Germany and to land in Ireland, 
and on this point the evidence givwv on his 
trial In-fore the Tligli Court affords a very full 
nai-rativc. Trials for trc'ason are happily un¬ 
common in England, and Casement's was of 
sj>e<dal inb-rest to lawyers as being the first in 
which, under the new Indictments .Act, the 
charge against th«' jji-isoner was set out in jilain 
language instead of the (mmlxirsome medieval 
formuhe in us«.' for so many centuries. I’lie 
■oharge was based on the <ild Treason Act of 
Edw-ard HI., and th<' indiitment n-citc-d that 
at a time when “ an open and public war was 
btiing prosecuttsi and carried on by the German 
Emperor against our Lonl the King,” Casement 
“ did traitorously iwlhere to tuid aid and <annfort 
the said emauies in parts beyond the seas.” 
But for the Irish Bi-igade idea it would have 
b(«!n a matter i>f considerable ditticulty to 
establish this charge, for treason must be proved 
by overt acts at the jnouth of two witnesse.s, 
Casi'inent, however, had dirtxdly and [>ersona11y 
npj)roached many Irish soldiers while prisoners 
of war in a tii-rman camp and endf'avoun-d to 
sediKie them from their allegiance for the 
puri>OHo of joining an Irish Brigadt; to be 
equipped in Germany and landed in Ireland. 
And a recent exchange of prisoners had brought 


many of the.se all-important witne.ssos to 
England at an opportune moment. 

From these it appeared that a grtidual prow-ss 
of selection of Irish prisoners fnnn various 
detention camps went on tmtil some two thou- 
.sand fiv-c hundred from diff(trent regiments had 
been concentrated at Eirnburg on tho Lahn in 
the Wiesbaden district of I’ru.ssia. Here 
towords the <>nd of Decemljer, 1914, Casement 
arrived with a batt(>ry of pnmphh'ts and Irish- 
-Vinerican newspapers and harangueil tho 
prisoners on the misery of their situation and 
on the wrongs of Ireland. He stated that 
ha was forming an Irish Brigade and he 
invib'd the Irish prisoners of war to join it, 
in which case, insteiul of being treated as 



JAMES LAKKIN. 


prisoners, they would be taken to B<>rlin 
and become the guests of Germany. England 
was " nearly beaten,” and now was the time 
for Irishmen to fight and gain Home Buie. 
In the event of Germany's winning a sea battle 
ho would send the Irish Brigade to Ireland, 
where they would ” fight against England and 
free Ireland.” According to the witnesses 
(.'asement had “ a poor reception.” He- was 
“ liissed and booed,” and on one CK-casion 
“ struck and pushed out of the camp,” defending 
himself with lus umbrella until the German 
.sentries came to his assistance. This missionary 
work went on for over a year, lectures on the 
” history of Indand ” wens delivere<l, and copies 
of the Oaelir. Amerirnn and the Continental Timee 
with pamphlets bearing such titles as “ Crimes 
against Ireland, by Sir Roger Casimient,” and 
“ The King, the Kaiser, and Ireland,” were 
ilistributed throughout tho camp and left in 
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the hilts of the prisoners. Eventually, it was 
stated, some ,'52 soUliers out of the 2,.'500 
consented to join the Brigoiie, including one 
Bailey, a private of the Royal Irish Rifles, with 
a good service record, who frankly declared after 
his arrest in Ireland that his only object was to 
get away from the canif) and secure better 
treatment elsewhere with a view to ultimately 
rejoining his regiment and lighting for t he King. 
Not n single Irish officer or non-commissioned 
officer could be got even to listen to (!asement’s 
blandishments, mid of all the 52 only one ulti¬ 
mately landed in Ireland, |>ersonally conduided 
by Casement himself. 

The speech-making and conviTsations with 
the prisoners began about Christmas 1914, when, 
according to Casement. Knglatul was already 
“ nearly beaten,” but it was not till long after 
the “victorious sea-hat tie " being still un¬ 
reasonably delayed—that a ileffnite move was 


made. Here a .som 'what mysterious “ Captain 
Monteith ” comes into the story. Ho had, it 
appears, been active in organizing the Sinn Fein 
Volunteers and in oppasing recruiting for the 
British Army, and was accordingly deported 
from Ireland under the Defence of the Realm 
Act in November 1914. He too made his way 
to Germany and was acting in concert with 
f'asement, whom he was able to keep en rapj>ort 
with the movements and intentions of sym¬ 
pathizers in Ireland. Acconling to the state¬ 
ment of Bailey, w'ho had in the meantime been 
put into uniform and made a sergeant in the 
Irish Brigade, Casement and Monteith took him 
to Berlin in March 19Ui, the party putting up 
at the Saxonin. lloti'l, which, e\’cn in vi'ar time, 
must- have been a Mclcome change from life in 
the Limburg camp. The next piece of evidence 
was a railway ti<4\<'f , Berlin W ilh<‘lmshaven, 
Atiril 12, lOKi, which by soiiKi oversight the 



German officials had omitted to collei-t and 
which v\a.s lound in thi' overcoat yioeket of on ■ 
of the three after their landing on the Kerry 
coast-. At Wilhelm.shavcn t a.seinent, Monteith 
and Bailey .set out- in a submarine on tlicir 
adventurous journey to Ireland- the only 
“Irish Brigailc” that had materialised after 
fiftis'n months' jireparation. The actual di'- 
parture sei-ms to have been on April 14. It is 
noteworthy that although the promised licet of 
crui.sers witli 49,090 men on board tliil not, for 
obvious reasons, accompany Casement to Ire¬ 
land, yet- a fleet of /eppelins and battle cruisers 
mmle their appearam-e off the East Coast on the 


A BARRICADE IN TOWNSEND STREET. 

Smaller picture: Remains of a motor-car which was used as a barricade. 
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ARMOURED CARS IN DUBLIN. 

A oar paKsind through the streeta near Carlisle 
Bridge. Smaller picture : An armoured car carrying 
money to the bank. 

night of F.iistcr Monday, a dati^ on which it was 
IiojmhI t he Sinn Fein Rebellion would have Ix'en 
in ftdl swing all ovtT Ireland. Hut as a, help in 
the Rising a ea])tiired Wilson liner, trans¬ 
formed into the appt^aranee of a harmless 
Norwegian tram)), and christened the And, was 
loaded with rifles, inaenine guns, ammunition 
and homl)s and <lispatched from Wilhelntshaven 
so as to reach tlie coast of Kerry at the same 
time as the siihmarine. As will he seen, it was 
intercepted aial sunk and the only artus that 
reaclu'd our shores were those produced as 
eviilenct! against Casement at Row Street. 

We must now return to Ireland, wJiere, thanks 
tt) the altitude of th<' Rxi'cutive whu'h mgariled 
it as “ safer and more expedient, to leav(' t he 
law in aheyan<-e,'’ pre])arations for tht! rising 
wore, with (lerman aial Irish-Ainerican helj), 
being .stoiRlily and, in<loed, ost<Mitatiously pushed 
forward. As the Royal ttommi.ssion reported, 
and as everyone knew in Irelatul, the Irish (or 
Sinn F('in) Volunt.f'ers, the Citizen Army and 
the old Fenian organization were iwtively 
engaged in this work. In the words of the 
Conunis.sioners, “ it is now a matter of common 
notoriety that the Irish Volunteers have been 
in eominunication with the authorities in 
(lermany and wore for n long time know'ii tt) be 


supplied witli money through Irish-American 
societies.'’ This was so stated in public by -Mr. 
tlohn MacN(‘ill (ai November 8, 1914. Fnan 
the date of their sece.ssion from thi* National 
\’oIunteers the Sinn Fein \'ohinteers made 
ra|)id progress, and a yviar later, towards the end 
of 1915, Sir Matthi'w Nathan, the I'nder- 
Secretary for In.'land, was able to report to Mr. 
Riri’ell that they numbenHt 19,.509 and that 
“ each grou]) of these is a centre of revolut ionary 
pro])aganda.” He lulded that they had 2,5t(U 
rifles and " )i*vd their lyes on the 10,009 in the 
hands of the supine Nat ional Volunteers.’" Rut 
nothing further was <lone, and the Commis¬ 
sioners, while eoinmendiug tlie I’nder-Secri'tary 
for his vigilance, felt compelled to add : “ We 
consider that he did not sufliciently impress upon 
the Chief Secretary, during the latter's prolonged 
abseiMies from Dublin, the nec('ssity for more 
active measun's to romefly the situation in 
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Ireland which on December 18 last in a letter to 
the (hief Secretary he described as ‘ most serions 
and menacing.’ ” 

Apart from arming and drilling, which went 
on openly, the most mischievous fonn of dis¬ 
loyalty practised by the Sinn Feiners Mas their 
anti-recruiting propaganda. At first the Irish 
reservists hastraied readily tori'join the t'olours, 
and were in many cases escorted to the railway 
stations by n clu'cring pojmlace with bands 
and banners. Kccrniting also was not unsatis¬ 
factory when allowance is made for the <-ircum- 
stanccs of a pojnilation mainly agricultural 
and with its youth largely depleted by 
emigration. Over 100,000 rc-cruits enlisted 
in Ireland, although the countiy was 
exempted from the system of registration and 
conscription that was applied in England and 
Scotland. This, however, was altogether 
changed wlien the Sinn Fein propaganda got 
to work. “ It was owing." say t he (.'ommis- 
sioners, " to the activities of the lemlcrs of the 
Sinn Fein movement tliat tlie fon-es of dis¬ 
loyalty gradually and steadily increased and 
undennined the initial sentiment of patriotism." 
At this time, too (M tiich coincides with t’asc- 
ment’s ]H:*riod of greatest activity among the 
Irish prisoners in Germany), the “ X'oluntecr " 
and ‘‘Citizen" organizations, which of them- 
sj'lvi's had no visible or substantial means of 
subsistence, suddenly fount! themselves in 
command of apparently unlimited funds. 
Assisted by German and Irish-American sub¬ 
sidies, “ a flood of seditious lifi'rature ” was 
jamred ov'er Ireland. Anti-recruiting and 
treasonabk' newsjiapers appean-d i:i raiiitl suc¬ 
cession. and anus and explosives were smuggled 
into thf' country. Now and again a newspaper 
was suppressed or a too wtive and plain 
sjtoken agitator was deported tinder the 
Defence" of the Realm Act , Imt no firm or eonsis, 
tent policy was followed, and thi* men dcportetl 
were able to make tlieir way to America or in 
some cases back to Ireland to resume their 
activity. Sir Morgan O't^inn 'll, a prominent 
Kerry magistrate anti Depuly Lieutemvnt for 
his county, told the ffomuiission of his vain 
attempts to indtice the Castltt to suppr<"ss a 
seditious anti-n>crniting meeting aimouiieed to 
be heltl in Killamey. The meeting was an 
‘‘ imported ” one, he said, speakers, platfonn, 
n-solutions and audience Ixnng brought in by 
sftccial trains. The Executive refused to 
interfere, and the result was that rttcruiting, 
which had laten going rather well in the tlis- 


trict, came to a sudden stop. Organizers and 
speakt'rs for such meetings were sent all over 
the country amply provided with money and 
with pamphlets and posters, with the result, as 
recorded by tho Gommission, that “ by the 
middle of 1915 it was obvious to the n\ilitary 
authorities that their efforts in favour of 
recruiting wore l»eing friistratod by the hostile 
activit ies of the Sinn Fein supporters, and they 
madi' representations to the authorities to that 
effect. 'I'he general danger of the situation was 
clearly pointed out to the Irish Government 
by the military authorities on their own initia¬ 
tive in February last., but th(! warning fell on 
unheiHling ears." 

TIio winter of 1915- If! was a highly critical 
l«>riod, and continuous warnings jtoured into 
Dublin Gastle from responsible officials through¬ 
out the coimtry. If these had been attended 
to the rising coidd ev€‘n then have been stopped. 
The “ condtict, zeal, and loyalty ’’ of the Royal 
Irish t‘onstabulary, who were it'sjtonsible for 
onler in the whole country outside Dublin, had 
never Iteen put to a st'verer test, and never was 
the efficiency of that spk'iidid force more 
thoroughly pro\’ed ; that they did nof st rike in 
time and so prevent all the blootlshed and 
destruction that enstied wivs not their fault. 
The warning of Sir Neville Ghamberlain. In- 
spect-or-General of the Royal Irish <'onstabulary. 
in which, nearly two years Ix’fore the outbreak, 
he pointed out that the police would sotm lie far 
outnumbered by an amu^d and fniined force in 
every county, and that the X'olunteers would be 
in a position to dictate whether or not the law 
of the land should be carritsl into effect, has 
iilready been (pioted, and later in tiu' year 1914. 
w hen the war had begun, he reported that the 
X'olunteer organization was disloyal, st'ditious, 
and re\'olut.ionarj'. At the same time the 
Commissioner of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police warned tht* Government that the V’olun- 
teers might “ attempt some escapade liofore 
long." As tho Commissioners stat-e, the heads 
of jiolice were in pos.session of “ full and exact 
rejiorts as to the nature, itrogress, and aims of 
tho various armoil associations in Ireland. 
From these sources the Govenuneiit had 
abundant material on which they could have 
tutted many months before the leaders them¬ 
selves contemplahd any armed rising.” 

Lord Wimbome was now Lord-Lieutenant, 
having succeeded Lord Aberdtien in January, 
1915, and he was approached in March, 1910, by 
Lord Midleton, a residtmt Irish peer who had 
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ON THF KIN(;STOWN HOAD AT BAl.l.S BRIDGE, DUBLIN. 

Soldiers iihoul lo open fire on Sinn Feintrs. wlio were snipinf* from houses two hundred yards away. 

hcltl )ii>{li nflici- ill iiii>n‘ tliiui imo (iovcrninoiit, principal strcctw anncd anti in force, and. i! 

and who .saw wliat was goiii); on in his own was said, even went through the form of 

county of (.'ork. The fikets were pointed out, “ oeeujiying ” the gates of tlie Castle and othei- 

hut as Lord Midleton slated in liis evidence, public buildings. Corresponding nianifestti- 

“1 gathered, although he did not say so in tions v-eiv hi'ld throughout the country, and on 

words, that he (the Viceroy) was unable to this the Ins|)eetor-(ieneral of I’oliei’ reported 

move further owing to tin* general attitude of bluntly that the Irish Volunte.Ts wi're “a 

the tloverninont towards Jn'land, which it pack of rebels,” who would. ])roelaim their 

wa.s iiniiossible to dLsturb.” On St. Patrick’s independence on the first favourable oppor- 

Day (March 17), however, things reiu'hed a tunity. Further warning was contained in a 

stage when it was impossible any longer to li'tter intercepted by the Censor, in which the 

ignori' the dang<*r. The Admiralty were, it is writer boasted of the St. Patrick's Daj- per- 

believi-d, in n'ceijit of information regiuxling formanci', and added that the Castle wS' 

the jireparations for Casement’s sailing and for watching the N’oluntoers closel's’, but wa.s 

till'shipping of 20,000 rifles and other munitions ‘‘afraid to do anything against them.” They 

to Ireland that wen- going on at that, moment hail mareheil, “all armed with rifles.” through 

at Willielinshaven, and the Sinn Fein \'olun- the main streets. Tht'y hml " .saluted .lohii 

teers themselves indulg<.*d in a kind of full-dri'ss MacNi'ill, their leader, “ under the nose of 

reheai-sal of tht' rising fixed for Faster live the Castle,” and had done (he same in front of 

weeks later. The Volunteers paraded the the " fort'ign college, of Trinity ” and the old 
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Parliiirnmt Housi". Aft(‘r tliis line or two 
fpt'blo and im-Holuto attiniipts to wcizi- ario.s 
wero 7iiadt', whoroupon the Council of tic 
Volunteers issiusl a haughty iiuiriitesto stating 

that they would not subinit to be dis- 

» « 

armed, and that “ the raiding for arms»and the 
attempted disarming of men ” would bi- nuft, 
“ in the natural course of things,” by resistance 
and bloodshed. The Chief Commissioner of 
th>! Dublin police now imported that “ drasti<' 
steps ” should Ito taken, as the Sinn Keiners 
were “ gaining in numbers, in i“(ptipinent, in 
discipline and in confidence,” and that tli(' 
longer such steps were delayed the more diffi¬ 


THE RUINED “ I.IBERTY HAI.L" 
After it was captured hy British troops. 

cult they would be. This r<'|)()rt reached the 
Ihtder-Seeretary on April. 10. On Aitril 12, 
the day on which Casement arrived at Wilhelms- 
Imven. it reached the Chii'f Si-eretary, who 
•sagely wrote upon it ; ” Retpiires ejireful eon- 
suleration.” And there it n'sted, the (dii<‘f 
Commissioner receiving no directions or orders. 
On the Ittth, at a meeting of the Oiiblin Cor¬ 
poration, an Alderman Kelly deelart-d (hat it 
was evidently the deliberati' intention of the 
(Joveniment to <-ause Itloodshed in Ireland by 
an attack on the \'olunteers, and he jirotested 
against siieh an 7mprovok<‘d outrage in a city 
whifih he declared was. “ under Cod. the most 
peaceable in Kurop<'.” On the 18th, the day 
before, the Admiralty had r<‘eeived .secret 
information from Cermany of the sailing of 
Casement ; tla- shij) was timed to arrive in 
Ireland on flood Friday, the 21st, and the 
rising was fixes! for (he following dixy - Kaster 
Kve, or Faster Sunday morning. 

JOven the Irish Kxeeutive could not close its 
ears to this news, and it began to (consider the 
taking of steps that ought to have iMien i!on- 
sidered and taken six months Itefore. The 
Simi Feiners and the flitizen Anny were also 
somewhat unprc'pnred and divided in their 
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councils. Of tlio fonii''r the iiiosf noi.sy find 
liilkfttivf- would jirobtibly, when llie (Titicnl 
niomont. <i|)pi’oaenijU, luivt* been tnily too glfwl 
of sonie excuse to yfostpone ti rising for wliic^li 
thf-y had, in truth, little' stomach. As far 
haeJe fis May, Ihlo, a resolution in favour of 
an iiniiK'diate insurn'ction luul been proposf.'d 
by one of the fanatical extremists at the (lotmcil 
of the Irish V'olunteers, find liad been vetofxl 
only by the personal influence of I’rofessor 
dolui MacNeill. tlie chairman. At. this last 
moment also the '• intellect mils ” .showed .signs 
of wishing to hold back, and some confusion in 
the ranks of the rebels was the result. They 
would have been only too willing to let Die 
“ 40,t)t)(t (Jermans,” of whom there had bei'ii 
.so much talk throughout the country, land and 
light their battles ; but now wlu'n they heard 
that Casement was coming iiractically alone, 
and that the t'astle was waking up, it was a 
different story. 'J’he (’itizen .'\riny, liowever, 
with its central otiicc at Liberty Halh was of 
tougher libre. and was resolved to go on at 
all costs. 'Phis ■' l.iberty Hall ” was a ram- 
.shackle mansion in a decaying (luartcr of 


Dublin, near the docks, and had been the centre 
of Larkinite activity during the grctil dock 
and transport strike of 1913 and had ever 
since been the headfiuarters of the Irish Trans- 
Ifort and Oeneral Workers’ Ihiion as wi ll as 
of th(' Citizen Army, anil the focus of disorder 
and .sedition in Dublin. Funds were never 
liM'king, and a printing preas had Ijei'ii estab¬ 
lished there from which proceeded much of the 
seditious literature with which the count ry 
was permeated. At the last moment, in order 
to ex.'ite the people and to make it impo.ssible 
to take any Ifackward .ste|), the l.ibe.rty Hall 
1‘ress proihiced a bogus flocumcnt piu'iiorting 
to be a circular containing orders for the imme¬ 
diate seizure by the police, at a given won!, 
of all till' members of the Sinn Fein National 
Council, of the Kxecutii’e of the Irish Volun¬ 
teers, of the Committee of the National Vohm- 
teers, and of the tk.iuncil of the Gaelic Ijcagui', 
togetiu'r with the occupation by the military 
of the buildings identified with these bodies. 
This document was undoubtedly one of the 
jiroximate causes of the outbreak which it 
ri'ndered inevitable, as was obviously the 



RUINS IN BRIDGF. STREET. 
Removing a wrecked barricade. 
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intention of tiiose who ooncoctod and cir¬ 
culated it. It was made the text of the 
speech of Alderman Kelly at the meeting of 
the Dublin Corporation on April 19, to which 
allusion has been made, and its wide circulation 
was intended to create, and did create, the 
idea that the Government was determined to 
have bloodshed at any coat and on any pretext. 

As a matter of faiit this “ bloodtlursty " 
Government was still hesitating and irresolute. 
In England the politicians were, just at the 
moment, violently excited about the question 
of general service in the Anny, and a break-up of 
the Government was declared to be imminent. 
The Chief Secretary was in London, prepared 
to admit, indeed, that the scheme for an insm- 
rection in Ireland required “ careful considera¬ 
tion,” but otherwise taking no steps in the 
matter, whilst the Lord Lieutenant was com¬ 
pleting arrangements for a holiday viceregal 
tour in Ulster with the usual jiuiketing and 
si>eechmaking. The Admiralty alone was on 
the alert, and sent out from Qiiwinstown a sloop 
to patrol the Kerry coast and await the arrival 
of the And with its cargo of arms and the 
German submarine wdth Sir Roger Casement 
on board. No doubt the Admiralty had good 
reason for keeping its own counsel. The Aud 
was challenged and stopped by the sloo]> 
Bluel)el], while the submarine was ap()arently 
able to reach the coast, to land its passengers, 
and to get off again. Roth the Aud and 
the. submarine kept good tune ; indeed they 
appear to have arriv€>d a day too S(»on. Ac- 
c.ording to the Admiralty warning the landing 
was to have been on the 21st. and the rising a 
•lay or two later. But on the evening of the 
20th a labourer named Hussey, w'hile walking 
on Banna Strand, near Tralee, observed a deep 
red light out at sea, apparently about half a 
mile from the shore. Tliis was, no doubt, the 
signal of the arrival of the boat and its cargo, 
but alas for the plotters there was nobody 
there to receive an<l return the signal, for 
Hussey was an industrious, honest, man anil 
knew' nettling of jilots or insurrections. If 
Casement ha<l boon able to land then and had 
been received by a band of volunteers with 
motor-cars, as was doubtless the arrangement, 
the arms and ammunition might have bc'cii 
distributed over the south-west of Iridand 
before morning and the ringleaiJers on their 
way to Dublin to take charge of matters there. 
But everything mtscorried. Tlio Aud making 
for Kenit Harbour, just south of Banna Strand, 


stood off till morning, when she was hailed by 
the Bluebell and asked to account for her 
movements : the submarine had by this time 
apparently, got rid of its burden and dis¬ 
appeared. The Aud flew Norwegian colours 
and declared that she was bound from Bergen 
to a port in Italy ; tho captain of the Bluebell, 
not satisfied, ordered her to follow him to 
Queenstown for further examination, but when 
just outside tJie harbour she hoisted the German 
flag, the crew put off in their boats, an<l W’orc 
taken prisoners wbile tho vessel herself blew uji 
and sank. When divers went down the 
cargo was found, as expected, to consist of arms 
and ammunition. 

Meanwhile events were hnpiiening on shore. 
Another peasant named MacCarthy went out 
before daylight on Good Friday morning for a 
walk on Banna Strand, and there he found, 
half waterlogged and drifting with the waves, 
a vessel of quite unusual construction --a litth' 
tub of a boat without keefl or rudder and W'itb 
four short oars w’hich were also adrift. It was 
obviously designed so as to be packed and 
carried securely insitle a s\ibmarine. It appears 
from Bailey’s narrative! that Casement, Mon- 
teith and bims<!lf hud endeavoured to reach 
land with this craft, but tiuy were not. seamen, 
and as they mode' no allowance for tb(! Atlantic 
sm*f, the boat cajjsized in slmlh)w water and 
they had to wad(' ashore. 'I bey bud some 
revolvers and a crmsideruble (juantity of 
ammunition which they concealed as b<!sl they 
could in the sand, and set out apparently to 
look for the insurrection. The immediate 
outlook set!med sufficiently hoj)el('ss. They 
were on a bleak exposed shore miles aw ay from 
any mcuins of communication ; no one was 
then- to w<>lcome them ; the submaritK' was 
gone, leaving them intleed with a boat but u 
boat which they were unable! to handle. If the 
Aud had succeeded in landing her cargo of 
arms at Fenit or elsewhere there might still be 
a chan(!e, as Trah'o and th(' district had been 
w'ell w'orked by German spies and agents. 
Lody, the German spy who was executed in th<! 
Tower, had bc'cn arrested at Killarney, not 
many miles off, and doubtle.ss ho hod lt!ft 
plenty of ground bait behind. It is probable, 
in fact, that if the boat hod arrived a day or 
two later it migh' have found n ” [irocessitin ” 
or “ demonstrat ion ” in progrt!ss that would 
spt!(!dily have .resolved itself into an annod 
force. But the derelicts on Banna Strand 
knew nothing of what was just then Itappening 
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RESCUING VALUABLES FROM SMOKING RUINS. 


to th(* And, and they knew little of the 
])r('|)aratioiiK, or lack of j)reparation, of thc.-ir 
friends on shore. Karly in the morning they 
were seen by a servant girl wandering on the 
sand (hines. and, later on, Monteith and Hailey 
were met making their way to Trakie, some 
miles off. Casenumt, ])Ossibly on aeeount of 
weakness, find been left Ixdiind among tla- 
sandhills. At this point Monteith disappears 
from the story, iilliiiiately, aeeording to one 
aeeonnt, making his escape to America with a 
eomf)anion whom he had met in Tralee : 
Hailey returned alone to the Strand, but was 
unable to find (’a.senient. 

M<-anvvhile th‘> pf-asant who disetoven'd tlw! 
boat on the shore has spread the story : neigh- 
})Our.s assemble to examine the scene ; the 
revolv-ers are dug out t>f the sand anti other 
discoveries suggest that the ixilice shoidd bt' 
communicated with. When the constables 
arriv'C from Ardfert., the nearest village, further 
search is made. Casement is found hiding in an 
okl “ rath ” or earthen fort, of prehistf)ric con¬ 
struction : Hailey also is run down. All an- 
conveyed to Tralee, where a few arrests are 
made and tht' insurrection and invasion are at 


an end so far ns the “ Kingdom of Kerry ” 
is txmt.-emiHl, 

It was afl'i-rwards ascertained that here and 
there in Cork and in Kerry, and even across the 
(‘.st.iiary of tht- .Shannon in tht^ County of Clare, 
which lies immediately to the north of Kerry, 
there had been assi'mblages of nx-n on the 
Friday and on the Saturday waiting anxiously 
fur some mc-ssengers who did not arrive. 'I'hey 
wi-re Volunteers or would-be Voluntei-rs, 
waiting for the aims that wer<- never to bo 
delivered. ('asement was on his way to London 
to stand his trial for High Treason, and the 
police, who knew their duty as sixrn as they 
were jx-rmitti-d to jx-rform it, had the leading 
local suspeids safely under loc.k and key. In 
Tralee jx.liix'-barracks Casenxint learnt some¬ 
thing of what, had been going on. He recognized 
that the game was up, sent for a jiriest and asked 
him to let the people know that he was Roger 
(basement, that he had failed, that the Herman 
arms and ammunition were at the bottom of the 
sea. that no more foreign aid was to Ix! looked 
for and that a rising was hojx-less. One local 
incident remoins to be referred to before wo 
leave Kerry. On the night of Good Friday a 
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motor car driving furiously passed through 
Killorglin, a village lying to the west of Killarney 
and south of Tralee. Outside Killorglin, on the 
Tralee road, the ear took a wrong turning and 
plunged with all its o(!eupants into the river 
Laiine, which there begins to widen out intf) an 
estuary on its way to Dingle Hay. The three 
passengers wiim drowned. 'J’wo of the bodies 
were rc^eovered and the in<'n were found to be 
wearing Sinn Fein biMlg<-s. Tlie third body was 
carried out to sea. Were these men carrying 
round the fiery cross and e.alling on the faitliful 
with final instructions to rally to CtiKi'inent ? 
Was the third man Monh'illi on his way bmh 
to Tralee to take i-liarge of affairs then' V It 
would seem (hat this dramatic incidi'nt with all 
its infliKWi^ on the rising in Kerry and elsewhere 
will rt'uiain a mystery to the last. 

We left Dublin in some confusion, the Citizen 
Anny pushing forward for insniTc-ctiun, tbo 
Sinn Ketners uncertain as to their jilans and 
movements, the authoritii's in the ('asflc still 
in till* flark but unea.sy at the prosjx'ct before 



JOHN MACNBILL. 
President of the Sinn Fein Volunteers 



•‘MAJOR” MACBRIDE (x). 
One of the shot rebels. 


them. The news of Casement’s landing and 
arrest became knowm on Saturday and those 
eoneernetl behaved each after his kind. The 
(■astle deliberatc'd, the “intellectuals” of the 
Sinn Kein movtiment decided to postpone action, 
the ('itizen Army decided to go ahead and act 
more vigorously tlian ever. At the end of 
March, as wc- have sei-n, tlie Inspector-Oeneral 
of the Koyal Irish Constabulary liad reported 
that the Volunteers througliout the (•ountry 
were “ a pack of ri'bcls ” only awaiting the 
opportmiity to proclaim their indeiK'iidence. 
A week later the Chief Commissioner of 
I’olici' had rejiorted to Dublin that they 
were gaining in numbers. c(piipment, discipline, 
and confidence, and that “drastic action” 
should be taken, yet nofliing had been done 
in the interval to stri'ngthen the garrison 
or to [irotect the Metropolis and the seat- 
of (lovernment and of military authority in 
the country, the Dublin police being an 
unarmed forc'e. There w ere no guns nc'arer than 
Athlone, when* four field pieces re]>re.sentcd the 
artillery of Ireland, and the garrisons, including 
that of Dublin, were little more than training 
dep. ts. On A])ril 22 the Irish Volnulrer an¬ 
nounced the holding of “ a \ cry interesting 
series of mameiivrcs ” for Faster, a miiveinent 
which “ might well stand as a m >del for ot her 
areas.” That eveni'ng such authorities as could 
be got together met in consultation in Dublin 
Castle. On the following day further consulta¬ 
tions were hold and it was then finallv-slecided 
that the proper course was to seize the leaders 
of the movement. Hut the f|uestion at once 
arose : How to do it Y I'hore were no troops 
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A MACHINE-GUN SECTION IN ACTION. . 


available for so serious a step, and long ago wnen 
Sir Neville Chamberlain, thi> lns()eotor-General, 
had warned the Govermnetit that the police 
would find themselves in every county con¬ 
fronted with sujierior foret', his warning 
'was ignond. Now the Executive realised, too 
late, that the witness was true. They were 
lielpless with an armed insurree.tion at their 
gates, and they decided that they must wait till 
a sufficient military loree was collected. No 
doubt they were strengthened in their idea that 
delay was safe by th<‘ failun- of Casement in 
Kerry and by the decision of the moderate 
section to postpone acdion. This decision had 
b«“ 0 n promulgated in Dublin late on Saturday 
evening in the following form :— 

Owin^ to the very eritiool position all orders given 
to Irish Volunteers for to-morrow, Kaster .Sunday, are 
hereby rescinded, and no parades, marches, or other 
movements of Irish Volunteers will take place. Kach 
individual volunfettr will obey this order strictly in 
every particular. 

Koin MacNeill. 

Chief of Staff, Irish Volunteers. 

But Professor MaitNeill, who was the founder 
of the Volunteers, had laimched a movement 
which he was unable any longer to control. 
No “parades, marelies or other movements” 
took pliuto on Easter Sunday, it is true, but 
s'xeited and angry consultations were held and 


the ]>roelamation of the “ Irish Rt'publie ” was 
drawn uj), signed and printed at Biberty Hall 
and publicly read from the steps of that building 
by the Counteas Mtirkievic/., surrounded by Iter 
“ staff.” After that the boats went burnt and 
there was no going back. MacNeill’s proitlama- 
tion no doubt gave some of the mort^ timid 
members the opportunity of stop)>ing at home 
and taking no public part in the rising, but 
Liberty Hall, the Citizen Anny, the Fenians 
and all the signatories of the proclamation- 
seven iix numlstr, MacNt'iH’s name being 
omitted—^were committed. The oidy otlicial 
coiiunent on MaeNeill’s countermanding order 
that saw the light was written five days later 
by P. H. Pearsp, a schoolmaster, who called 
himself “ Commojjdmif General Conimanding- 
in-Chiof the Army of the Irish Republic and 
President of the Provisional Government.” 
It w'as written when Pearse saw that the move¬ 
ment was hopelessly beaten, and it is additionally 
interesting as showing how well planned and 
how widely spread had b<?en the movement for 
relsdlion. Afh'r boasting tlwt he and his 
friends had Ixeen “ writing with fire and steel 
till? most glorious chapter in the later history 
of Irttland,” he went on to say :— 

i liin Hatinfied that wo nhould havo accomplidhod 
more, that we ukouid have aecomplialied tho task of 
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onthroniug an well asi proclaiming the Irieli Republic 
an a sovereign State, had our urraugomentH for a simul- 
taneouH rising of the whole comitry, with a combined plan 
ne Hound oh the Dublin plan haw Vjoen proved to be, been 
allowed to go through on DaHter Sunday. Of the fatal 
(aiuntormanding order which prevented those plans 
from being (tarried out I shall not speak further.. 

Nor did tho “ fatal coimternianding ordor ” 
long hold tho field. Ou the Sunday morning 
an armed hody of members of the Citizen Army 
raided a (piarry near Dublin and captured 250 
pounds of gelignite which they conveyed in 
triumph to Liberty Hall and latter in the tlay, 
ns alr(»dy stated, the Republit; wa.s proclouneil 
from tho steps of that building. This, however, 
seems to hav'c been an unauthorized piece of 
ecctuitricity and self-assertion on the part of 
the (Vmnticas Markiovit^z, as tho formal proclaina- 
tioii by th('self-elected Provisional (Jovernment 
■ of wliich the Countess was not a iiiombor- ■ 
did not tak<' ])laee till the following day. Ami 
so ((iiietly was this first proclaniation managed 

or such was the state of disorganization in 


While all this was going on, the Castle, a few 
hundred yards away, was still cogitating. On 
Monday morning it had soemred the concurrence 
of the Cliief Secretary to the proposed arrest and 
internment of tho Volunteer leaders. No doul>t 
the country’s governors were congratulating 
thomselv<»8 on a good day’s work. It was holi¬ 
day time : tho (Jouunandor-in-Chief had gon<» 
to England, and many of his ofH<5er8 had gone 
oft to tho Ward Himt Races at Kairyhou-st', when 
the news suddenly arrive<l that the City was 
“ uf),” that tho Republic had been proclaime<i 
at Nelson’s Pillar, and that a scries of com¬ 
manding positions in the City were already in 
tho hands of the rebels ! 

The proceedings of this t'xtraordinary Easter 
Monday—tho most calamitous day in the history 
of Dublin since that “ Blacsk Monday ” many 
ctdituries before when the flower of its <!itizens, 
several hundred in number, Easter holiday 
making in Cullen’s AN'ood. were set upon and 


Dublin-—that neitimr the authorities nor the 
Dublin news|)ap(;r.s a|)p('ar to have hoard of it 
at the time. A more formal defiance of Mae- 
N(fiirs order, the move which finally launched 
the rising in Dublin was issued early on Monday 
morning in the following shaptt: - 

i>ublin Itrigado Ordors, fl.Q. 

24th April. I91(i. 

(1) Till- four city tiattuIioiiH will parade for iiispci-iioii 
and ri>tn«.! marc.li at. 10 a.m. (o-day. 

(2) Full arms and oquipmuiit uinl ono ilay’s ratiuiir, 

Thoma-s MAcDoNAaii, 

Commatidattl. 

(3ny. M. 0 will parado at Here.sfnrd Place at 10 a ni 
P. H. Peabse, 

Oommanilatii. 

Both MacDonagh and I’oarse had signed tho 
Manifesto read on tho previous day and they 
and the others liad decided that they must 
make the plunge in spite of their nominal cliief. 



BARRICADE OF BARRELS ON BACHELORS WALK. 
Smaller picture; Truups sniping in the streets. 
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uiassacrod by the wiki trilx'siiuni from tli.! 
neighbouring mountains—enll for some iloserip- 
tion in detail. ]’h© niininnzing statements 
is.sued by the Exeemtive and the restrictions of 
the Consorsiiip, no doubt necessary and in- 
evitabk' at tlie time, togetiier with file menila- 
eiouK rtiports deliberately circulated })y the 
rebels, combined to produce the impression even 
in friendly coimtrie.s that a (.■oniparativ<!ly 
harmless street disturbamre was ruthlessly 
suppressed in torrents of blood by a savage and 
op[)ressive Government. A more prtsposterous 
trat-f'Sty of history was nev-er coneoeted. We 
have already setm th(' “Commandant General 
of the Army of the Iri.sh Republic;’’ boasting 
of a “ sound ’’ and “ eombinod ” plan for simiil- 
tan<.'ou,s insurrection all over the country, and 
of the fact tluit lie. and his friends bad been 
writing “ in fire and steel ’’ a new chapter in tho 


FI.OHR AND BREAD FOR THE POOR. 
Taking away a supply of flour from a military 
depot. Smaller picture : Givinfi bread to a hungry 
inliahilaiit. 

hi.story of Ireland ; and it is necessary to jioint 
out that at the very outset, when the jiolice IumI 
b<‘en driven off the streets, and befon* tbe 
soldiers were in a position seriously to b<;gin 
the work of restoring ord(<r and authority, 
murder, pillage, and arson were the order of the 
day. That .some of the leaders attempted to 
jirevent this does not in the least modify or 
excuse the criminal recklessni'ss of their eonduet 
in letting loose the forces of crime and disonkr 
in a notoriously turbulent city. And the out¬ 
rage and bloodshed and destriadion of a great 
<-a|)ital that cn.suod must for ever lie at their 
doors, even when <lue allowanet' is made for t he 
slackness and ineaptwity of an E.xecutivi' which 
neglected all the duties with which i|. was en- 
tru.sted. Vnarnied aiul isolated policemen, 
soldi(;rs anil civilians wore munk'risl at fh«‘ very 
outset of the rebellion both in Dublin atid in t he 
country districts, and this is at once the expla¬ 
nation and the justification of the sev'erity of 
th(> repression. 

As we have seen, the four city battalions of 
the Volunteers were siimmoneil in defiance 
of their “('hief of Stuff”—to parade at 10 
o’clock “ witli full arms and e<iui)nnetit and one 
ilay’s rations ’’ at Heresford I’laee. Reresford 
Place is the open space in front of l..iberty Hall, 
th(; hi'adquartt'rs of the Citizen .Army, whose 
members assembled in full force at the same 
time. And at Liberty Hall the proclamat ion 
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of the Irish RopubUc had already been 
up, signed nnd printed, in readiness for genefAl 
distribution. Dublin is a compactly built' city, 
divided pretty equally into north and south 
by the river Liffey, whose long line.s of quays 
preserve an open and continuous thoroughfare 
from west to oast. Canals with many bridges 
form a kind of boimdary to the north and south. 
To the oast it is open to the sea, and railways, 
with four terminal .stations, form the connexion 
with the south, west, and north of the island. 
The Castle, the nominal Seat of Covernmont of 
the <!ountry, lies in the 0 ('t»tre and all the leading 
buildings, svieh as the Post OlUee, the Bank, and 
the Four (%uu-ts, lie within a few iniiiutes’ reach. 
Liberty Hall and the Custom House are a little 
to the east of SaekvilUi Street, whose main 
ornami'iit is the Post. Ofliee, an imposing porti- 
eoed edifice with Nelson’s Pillar just op])osite. 
All the main “strategic jioints’’ ar<^ easily 
reached, and a lU'tcrmined body of insurg<Mils, 
with wtill-laid plans and favtmred by a caniess 
executive, can obtain control of the city within 
half an hour. This is what hap£)t!n<'<l. The 
“ j)arnde ’’ at Ib'resford J’lacst suddenly re- 
soIv<'d its<!|f into an army of insurnvt ion, and 
before the Castle knew what was going on its 
.scc|>tre had d('])nrtcd, the unarmed city polic(> 
had to withdraw (juictly, and Dublin was at th(’ 
mercy of the rebels. 

It was about half-past 11 on this Faster 
Monday when the “ army ’’ in Berosford Place 
began to dissolve; into sections which marched 
off to take u[> their ap|)oiulcd stations. At a 
quarter to 12 a motor-car containing tie 


Provisional Government,‘‘^d 'followed by a 
bodyguard of some 2CiO ’^well-armed men, 
emerged from Beresford Place inW Abbey 
Street, and marched down the street in the 
direction of the Post Office, where it had 
been decided that the Republic should establisl) 
its headquarters. The place wits not badly 
chosen, seeing that the Post Office is, or rather 
was, an isolated, powerfully-constructed stone 
building, and comnianc’a the main street of 
the city. It also was the metJting place of 
the wires and cables that control electric com¬ 
munications all ovfsr Ireland and to England. 
A considerable number of the staff also were 
enslitod with 8um Fein principles, so that 
there need be no difficulty about gaining access 
and securing control of the whole building 
befori' any alarm could be given. Evorytliing 
wiuit off according to programme. Arrivod at 
the I’ost Office, the Volunti'ers enfcrecl with a 
rush, the public were cleared out of the rooms 
on the gi'ouiid floor and the loyal employes 
orilerod off at the revolver's point. The lower 
windows were barricaik'd, j>rovi<ions w<to 
requisitioned from a hotel across the way, 
and ev’erytliing scit in order for a prolonged 
occupation till the “ country ’’ would rise and 
acclaim its new Government * In order to 
leave no doubt as to their status or their in¬ 
tentions the gr en flag of the Independent 
Irish Republic was formally hoistetl over the 
j)ortico, while the leaders very solemnly 
appearotl in the strecd, and from the fool of 
Nelson’s Pillar read the proclamation estab¬ 
lishing “ 'I'he Provisional Government of tho 



SISTERS OF CHARITY DISTRIBUTING BREAD TO THE POOR 
At North William Street after the Rebellion. 
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Irish Ropiiblic.” The leading passages of this 
document are worth republication in order 
that, friendly nations and an enquiring posterity 
may know and judge of the character of the 
whole undertaking which ended in such over¬ 
whelming atid deserved disaster. There was 
no grievance or misgovemment alleged, no sug¬ 
gestion of Home Rule—shtiply a cry of 
unappeasable rncic liatred and revolutionary 
mania. England and the English people 
were a fonagn Power that must he ('xjjelled 
from the country with the asststanee of the 
Oermans—Ireland’s “gallant allies ”• and the 
reliels were invited to stab the Empire in the 
back while tsigagod in a life-and-death struggle 
with the forces of barbarism and savagery in 
Europe. Here are the words :— 

“ Having organized and trained her man¬ 
hood through her secret revolutionary orga¬ 
nization, the Irish Republican Brotherhood, 
and through her optm military organizations, 
the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen 
Army, having patiently j)erfected her dis- 
cijdine, having resolutely waited for the right 
moment to reveal itself, she now seizes that 
moment, and,supported by here.xiled children 
in America and by gallant allies in Europe, 
but relying in the first on her own strength, 
she strikes in full confidence of victory. 

“ We declare the right of the j>eople of Ire¬ 
land to the ownership of Ireland and to the 
unfettered control of Irish destinies to bo 
sovereign and indefeasable. The long usurpa- 
fion of that right by a foreign jaiople and 
government has not extinguished the right 
nor oftn it ever lie extinguished except by 
the de.sfruction of the Irish jHJople. In 
every generation the Irish people have 
assorted their right to national freedom 
and sovereignty : six times during tlx* past 
three hundred years they have asserted it 
in arms. Standing on that fundamental 
right, and again asserting it in arms in the 
face of the world, we hereby prociairn the 
Irish Republic as a Sovereign IndefKjndent 
State, and w'c pledge our lives and the lives 
of our comriides in arms to the cause of its 
freedom, of its welfare, and of its exaltation 
among the nations. . , . Until our arms 
have brought the opportune moment . . . 
for the establishment of a permanent 
National CJovemrnent, representative of the 


whole people of Ireland and elected by 
the suffrages of all her men and women, 
the Provisional Government hereby con¬ 
stituted will administer the civil and 
military affairs of the Republic in trust 
for the people.” 

I’his manifesto did not secure the support, or 
signature of a single elected reijrosontative of 
any section of the Irish people, or of any man 
who had won influence by public services for 
Ireland. Its signatories w'cro a convicted 
dynamiter, a handful of minor poets, journa¬ 
lists and KchoolmaHt.t>rs, a j\mior <‘orf)oratiou 
ofti<*ial, and a Syndicalist leader who had been 
sent, over by Mr. Keir Hardie, a.Tid who had more 
tlian once been in ccJlision with the law for 
ollem^es against jniblic order. All were killed 
in the course of the rising or by vor(li<it of 
court-martial aftcir it, and so they have passed 
from Inmian judgment, but can anyone wonder 
at the hot indignation given expression to by 
th(* hsuh'r of the Iri.sh Parliamentary party 
at the “ wicked ’’ and “ insolent ” claim of 
such men to speak for Ireland, and to drench 
their country with blood at the instigation of 
a fort'ign foe ? 'J'he movement, wrot.e Mr. 
RtHhnond, was insane and anti-patriotic: “ Ger¬ 
many plotted it, Germany organized it, Ger¬ 
many paid for it. So far as Germany’s shore 
in it is concernetl, it is a German invasion of 
Irelaml, as brutal, as selfish, as cynical as Ger¬ 
many’s invasion of Belgium.” The dishonest 
pretext of invoking Germany as the protector 
of the sovereign rights of nationnliti(*s and 
the heaven-sent redrttsser of Irelantl’s liistoric 
grievoncics was fnit o\it of court Vjy the Irish 
leatler in a st inging passage : 

\V*hat liSH in-land siiffered in the psst that i’nland, 
AlHticiv nnlgiuifi, or Sorbin have not suitered at the 
liands of (lormnny, and 1 ino.y add also tliat portioik of 
the soil of Krnnoe, her old friend niid idly, which is in 
the hands of (lorinany ? Whnt has lioeii the reconl of 
(Icrinany but the suppression of untionality, of fri«>doiii, 
and of latiguatto : in short, the stipproHston of all tlio 
(hiiigs for which for confurics Ireland has struggled, 
the victory of which Ireland has achieved T 

Mr. Redmond, in composing this passage, 
might well have hafl in mind the words in 
which Robert Emmet more than a century befoitt 
had in his speech from the dock repudiated 
the charge of being an emissary of Franco : 

’Tis fslso, T am no cinis.sHry. . . • On the contrary, 
it is, evident from the introductory paragraph of the 
aildrcss of the Provisional Oovermnent that evory 
hazard altemling an independent effort was deemed 
preferable to the more fatal risk of introdiieing a French 
army into the eoimtry. When the fluctuating apirit 
of Flench fri'odom was not fixed and hound by l.he 
chains of a military despot it might liave been an 
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..^Poiyie HT H'a RE/iiiii. 

Wii mnma sornNHirT 

- , OP THB 

IRISH REPUBLIC 

to TEE PEOFIE OF IEEIEH0. 

IBISBIKBN AMD IRISHWOMEN: Id the name Of God and of the dead generatiMS 
flron whiA she receives her old tradition offiationhoOd, IreliAid. through ua stdanuNMi'''^ 
her ehildren to her flag and strikes for her fireedom. 

Having organised and trained her manhood through her seorot reyoliitimai^ 
organisation. Uie Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military 
organisations, the Irish Volunteei^ and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently 
p^eetad her ^seipline, having resolutely waited for the right moment to revetd 
itseiC She now seizes that moment, and. supported by her exiled cMidren in America 
and by gallant allies in Europe, but relyii^ In the first bn her own strength, she 
strikes in fhll oonfldenee of victory. 

We declare the righto! the people of Irelaad to the owhersbip of Irriand. «id to 
the unfettered control of Irish destinies, to he soverbign and indefeasible. The long, 
usurpation of that right by a foreign people and government has noi extinguished flie 
^ht. nor can it ever be extinguished except by the destruction of the Irish people. ~'Ih 
every generation the Irish people have asscrt<xi their right to national Khw^m and 
sovereignty times duringthe past three hundred yearn they have asserted it in 
. wms. Stwding on that fundamental right and again asserting it in arms in the face 
of the world, we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Sovereign Independent State, 

• and we pledge our lives and the lives of our comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom. 

^of its wollkre. and of its exaltation among the nationa 

■ t. V Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegianoo of ovoiy 

wsh man and Irishwoman. The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal 
airi equal opportunities to all its citizens, and deelareo its resolve to porsuo 
wo toppineos and prosperity of the whole nation and of all ite parts, cherishhig lUl 
tto children of donation equally, and oblivious of tiie differoneos earefbUy fostered 
by an au^ govemment, wMch have divided a minority from the majority in the past. 

Duty bur arms have brought the opportune moment for the establishment of a 
penMnont Hati^ Government, representative of the whole people of Ireland and 
of ^hor men and women. U» Provieioaal Goverameni; hereby- 
constitut^. will administw the'civil and militaiy affairs of Republic in trust for 
the people. I " 

We plaM tile cause of the Irish Republic junder the protsstion oftbsMost High God, 
Whose bjornliv wo invoke upon our arms, and wo pray that no one who serves tiiat 
wiU duhonmir it by cowardice, inhumanity, or rapine. la this supreme hour 
Me Ii^ nation must, by its valour and discipline and by the readiness of iu cWldren 
^ **fc{ u **** common good, jprovo itself worthyof the august destiny 


lo which itiseaUed. 


Sigficdl on 


•BAM Mae 

•. H. PB. 
JAMES 


tlw riwWMial OwabMent, 

TOOMAS J. CLAMKt^ 


DMAS J. CLAIKE. - 

■ADA, THOMAS Ma^HA^ 

rHoixT. * 


m 


THB PROCLAMATION OF AN IRISH REPUBLIC.” 


oxtitiKabto poHoy tro havo Nought the ailiaiieo of Fmnoo 
an waH done in 171)8. Thou it might not have been no 
groat a hazartl to have accepted of French aid untlor a 
guaranteeing treaty uuch as Franklin obtained for 
America. But in the pi'esent day . . . reviewing Uio 
conduct of France to other countriew, »eeing how she 
has behaved to Switzerland* to Holland and to Italy* 


could we expt'ot bettor oonduci towanl.N \w ? Let not 
then any man attaint iny memory by believing that I 
could have hoped for freedom tlirough the «id of France 
and betrayed the sacred eauHO of liberty by committing 
it to the power of her most determined foe. 

Tho idea of a revolution made and paid for 
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FIRBMEN PLAYING ON THE FLAMES IN SACKVILLE STREET. 


in Germany did not appeal to any respoasible 
section of the citizens of Dublin, although, with 
that timid subserviency to p<)j)ular clamour 
and rhetorical fireworks which characterize.s 
them, they did nothing to check or suppress it. 
The jioople gazed in mild amazement at the 
.spectacle of a handful of men, mo.st of whom they 
had never hoard of before', declaring t hemselves 
the Government of Irt'laml, and seizing public 
buildings, looting hotels, and V)arri<!adiug the 
streets in tlu' name of the Irish Republic. 
Ireland had been exceptionally prospf'rous 
during the war and on account of the war. 
and Dublin thought of nothing less than of any 
disturbance of the e.xisting order of things. 
On this fine lOastcr Monday the .streets werci 
crowded with holiday makers, who tf>ok no 
jjarticular notice of the Sinn Fc.'int.'r.s marching 
and eountcjrmarclung through their <'ity. It 
was only when the windows of the Post Oflico 
began to be smashed, shots fired, ami tram- 
cars stopped and overturned that it dawned 
on them that serious misdiief was afoot. Nor 
was it long or<! the blacker sitle of the move¬ 
ment was shown. While the Post Office was 
being provisioned and barricaded as a fortified 
headquarters, other bodies of the rebels were 
sent to occupy certain houses and positions, 
anyone offering resistance being promptly shot. 
The first victim was a hamdess, unarmed 
policeman at the Uj)p<ir Castle Gate, who was 
deliberately murdered when he ventured to 
challenge the right of an armed mob to enter 


the Castle yard. It would have been the siin- 
plc'st tiling in the world for the rebels, who 
numbered 30 to one, and amongst whom 
there wc'ro two women armed with revolvi'rs, 
to push the consfablo aside and seiuire him, 
but they preferred murder. There was not 
(>ven an adcipiato military motive for the 
crime, for no serious attempt was mad<’ to 
seize and occupy the Castle. They simply 
fired a couph' of v olleys at the wimlims across 
th(' Castle yard, and then went, away on the 
appearance of a sentry who closed th(' gate. 
A very (competent witness who watched the 
strange scene with plowing amazement from 
his window across the streisf. writes : 

The poor (•onslftl>lc wiih a fiunilinr figiini at tlic K'stc- 
I oUcii saw turn n..s 1 looked out, and know him us a 
kindly and roiirlcoiis follow wUli i pat on tho hond for 
(ho little ehildron who iisod to oonc.o ond guzo in throui>h 
tho railings at tho Viceroy's If, 'Uso, Tho vohintoi'rs 
lirod at him at four or five yards raiign ond ho died where 
he foil, a devoted priest kneeling by him whilo tho shots 
rang round him in the mad attack on the seat of govern- 
mont in Ireland. 

It will remain one of the mysteries of the 
rising why the reliels, having done so much, 
had not the courage to go ftirthor and seize 
and occitpy the (.^istle. The gate wtis a very 
ordinary railing, such os might bo seen at the 
foot of any gentleman’s avenue, and could 
easily have been scaled or broken down. There 
were a few men in the guard room, but the 
story goes that they had no ammunition for 
their rifles ! At any rate, they did not attemjit 
to shoot. Otherwise the place—which is only a 
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square of ordinary brick buildinn-i—was praciti- 
tsally undefended and—the day boin(;f a fioliday 
—unoccupied. The Under-S('cretary was in liis 
room with a few clerks, and the Vicen'gal 
apartments, turned into a hosi)ital, were 
occupied by woundeid men and nurses. The 
empty City Hall just by th(' (’astle gate was 
seized and ocsMipied by tlvs rebels on their 
rc'tiremont from the more serious enterprise, 
and the Daih) KxpreM oflice just across tlie 
street was also rushed. I’his was the end of (he 
greatest fiasco of the rebellion, (fie insurgents 
having aifiieved absolutely nothing and remain¬ 
ing in tficir new quarters only until they wen! 
dislodged by the military on the following 
day. 

Hy this time things were moving at the Post 
()fli(!e. Aimless tiring b(!gan from the windows 
and from the roof, and .seviiral jiassing civilians 
were shot before they realised what was hap¬ 
pening. Till! first soldiers to fall were some 
baneers, who had been <iut on <‘S(!ort duty that 
morning, accomjianying a train of wagons 
with munitions to the Alagazine in I'lnenix 
Park. On their way ba(!k (fiey came, all 
unsiispeidfng, down Sa<!kville Street from the 
north end. As tiu'y juussed the Po.st Ollieo 
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th(!y wcro met with a vollcjy from the roof, 
wliich killed four of the men, the rest, making 
tiu'ir escape. 'I'hero were also several <!ases of 
isolated soldiers shot in the streets on their 
way' back to barracks. Nothing on this first 
day, however, excited greater horror and 
indignation than the cold-blooded murder of 
a number of memlx'rs of tiu' Veterans’ <’or[)s, a 
body of elderly men such as are to be found in 
mo.st of our cities who, being unfit for active 
service, go out at intervals for route marches 
and partKles in order to “kciqi fit” and to show 
their symjiathy anti willingness to help in any 
way' within their power. 'J'his corps Jiad 
arranged a route march for Kaster Monthly 
anti wt're returning, uith unloaileil rifles and 
without ammunition as usual, to Beggars 
Bush Barnwks in the south of the city, when 
they were ambushed in Haddington Road and 
fired on without warning. Five of them were 
fatally', and about t.wict! as many' seriously, 
woundetl befon- fht! survivors sut!ceetietl in 
reaching their barracks. Here is the sim|>lo 
story of a lady who saw tht* tragedy from her 
own window in NorthutalK'rland Roatl- 
a street crossing the end of Hailtlington 
RoimI —without any idea at the time of the 



KEMAINS OF A BUILDING AFTER BOMBARDMENT. 
Wreckage in the streets of Dublin. 
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bluodtliirsty work that was afoul in a civilized 
city:— 

About 4.i)(K aH 1 stand at the drawing-room windowi 
1 see a sinaU detachniont of the (ir.K. veterans: the 
afternoon has been warm, tltey look hot and tired. A 
sharp report rings out, a man in the foremost rank 
falls forward on his faue, to all uppeamncoB dear!, a 
ghastly stream of blood flowing from his lioad. His 
fomradoH make for cover—the shelter of a tree, the 
side of a flight of stops. Bidlet follows bullet with 
lightning rapidity. The road is unusually deserttnl 
and silent until one of the veterans dashes across it and 
falls at the feet of a woman who hiMs up a wail of terror. 
I cannot bear to look and yet 1 feel impelled to do so. 
Of the six men by the tree only one is noW' standing 
—they must have huu down—but, no, they have fallen 
on thoii backs one over another—they are all wounded ! 
Oh, the horror of it all—whnt does it mean ? A wounded 
mail is being borne in the direeiiun of our house—wo 
rush to open the door and offer assistance, but they 
take him next door. 1 cannot w'utch loiiger— l must 
go back to my moihor, wdio is sitting quietly by tlio 
tiro : she is very old and frail, and must not know of 
what is passing, so 1 try to appear tw usual. After chat¬ 
ting to her for n short time 1 return again to the wind«>w 
Just in lime to seo a baroheaded whito-couteil doctor 
dhvo up in a motor car. Ho disappears into one of the 
houses, whert' he tends the wounded some of whom are 
carried off to the hospital : the crowd which had gupiered 
at the cross-road gradually melts away. 

All tills while tho systematic occupation of 
the city and its approaches was being carried 
out, more or less according to arrangement. 
That there had been a canifully thought-out 
{frogramme arranged and coimiiunicated to the 
varioas districts was proved by a note-book 
found on one of the Wexford rebels, containing 
a list of all the places to be seizi^d in Dublin as 
soon as the rising was declared. Dublin, as 
has been explained, is well situated for such an 
operation, the railway stations and canal 
bridg(»< being all within a coiiijiact radius. 
The military headquarters in Dublin—the 
Koyal Barracks—^are situated so as to (control 
tlie entrance to the Pheenix Park, the Magazine 


and the King’s Bridge Station, which leads to 
the Curragh Camp, in Kildare, where tho bulk 
of the troops are generally placed. A little to the 
west, and nearer the Magazine, are the Island- 
bridge Barracks not far from Kilmainham 
Hospital, the residence of the Irish Commander- 
in-Cliief. Covering an important bridge on the 
road leading due south are the Portobello 
Barracks. Mount Street Bridge and Balls 
Bridge are on the important Kingstown Koad, 
the neari'st barracks being at Beggar’s Bush. 
The rebels no doubt knew the weakness of the 
Dublin garrison, and that there were scarcely 
enough troops to hold the buildings, so they 
were able to lay their plans without fear of 
serious interruption until reinforcements ar¬ 
rived. 'The most important j)osition occupied 
from tho j)oint of view of the bloodshed that 
ensued was Moimt Stnn^t Bridge, near the 
juiMition of the Pembroke and Northumberland 
Roads. This controlled tho main road to the 
city from Kingstowir. by which route troops 
from England must arrive, the few soldiers at 
Beggar’s Bush being imable at first to ntnder 
much assistance. Portobello Bridge in the 
south and Cabra Bridge in the north were also 
seized, tho latter being convement for tho 
control of the Midland Croat Western Railway, 
whose tenninus at Broadstone was also occu[>ied. 
At the .same time the two workhouses, the 
North Dublin and the South Dublin, Jacob’s 
bisciuit factory and Boland’s mill and bakery 
wore seized, no doubt for ))rovisioning purposes. 
The two most snowy seizures, Si. Stephen’s 
Creen and tho Pour'Courts, wore also the most 
useless as they commandesJ nothing and were in 
factmere death traps fortliose who occiqiied them. 



A SCENE AT THE CORNER OF MERCHANTS QUAY. 
Ruin* of a military tailor’* *hop. 
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Next to their failure at the Caetle, the occupa¬ 
tion of which would at any rate have constituted 
a high-sounding moral and iliplomatic success, 
the neglect to seize Trinity College was the 
greatest mistake of the rebels. Here'too they 
had an open gate before them if they liad had 
the coxu-age to take advantage of it. The 
College was almost empty but fur a handful of 
men of the Officers Training Corps. When the 
city fell into the hands of the rebels and the 
mub, some stray soldiers and policemen found 
refuge in the College—above all, lialf a dozen 
“ Anzacs ” on leave—who proved invaluable. 
But at the first it was practically xindefended 
and with its fine group of buildings and com¬ 
manding situation it would have been of in¬ 
estimable sxxrvice. Holxl os it was fx»r the Crown 
and with its windows lined by expert sharp¬ 
shooters, it did perhaps more than any other 
military post to disorganize vand paralyse the 
plans of the rebels. So long as Trinity was luskl 
in this ftishion no attempt was possibhi to seize 
the Bank—the Old Parliament House on College 
Creen—w'hose possession would have been, lik<' 
that of the Castle, a conspicuous auvertisement 
of succe.ss for the n<;w I’rovisional Government. 
Then the College facx's dinjctly up Dame Street, 
at the heaxl of which are the approaches to the 
Castle from the Four Courts direction. Finally, 
from one point or another of the Colh'ge build¬ 
ings, it xvas possible to keep under lire Carlisle 
Bridge and the lowxsr part of Sackville Street. 
Even Butt IJritlgc and Berosford I*lace could to 
some extent be brought under fire, so that direct 
communwation to anii from the Post Office, the 
City Hall, Liberty Hall and St. Stephen’s Green 
were rendered dangx-rous if not impossible. As 
for St. Stephen’s Green itself, its ocxnipation 
sx'rved no piniiose w-hatever, cxc<.-pt for the 
stopping of the Southern tramway service and 
the shooting or interning of a fx'w xmfortunate 
civilians who did not pay proper rx'spexd. to the 
self-constitxiUxi authorities of the nc'w Republic. 
It is surrounded by high bxiildings all of which 
can be entered from the back and its unfortunate 
“ garrison ” wore all the time unux'r nre from 
the roof and the upper windows of the Shel- 
bourne Hotel, which dominates the whole 
square. The Countess Markievicz was appa¬ 
rently in ohargo here and in the College of 
Surgeons, to wnich the garrison were giad to 
escape when the square grew too hot to hold. 

Another remarkable example of the utter 
unpreparedness of the Exocxitive deserves to be 
mentioned among the incidents of this first day 


of the outbreak. Although the Viceroy ami the 
Under-Secretary were at the moment consider¬ 
ing the grave danger and the steps to be taken 
to meet it, the Pheenix Park, containing the 
Viceregal Lodge—the re.sidence of the l^onl- 
Lioutenant—and the Central Magazine, was left 
open and imguarded. Of course the proximity 
of the Royal Barracks, of Island Bridge Barracks 
and of the Headquarters Uejifit of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary might be taken as precluding 
the idea of a serious occiqiation, but nothing 
whatever stood in the way of a raid before the 
garrisons wore alarmexl. As a matter of fact 
tliis is wliat (Kscurred. The Magazine was seized 
by a motor party and it was even reported in 
Dublin that the Lodge had been raided, and His 
Kxfiellency the Lord-Lieutenant cixrried off as 
a ho.stago. As for the Magazine it was taken 
without resistance, instead of a Commandant 
and a strong garrison it appears Hint Comman¬ 
dant Playfair had been sent on service to the 
front and that Mrs. I’layfair an<l her family had 
only a few soldiers for their defentio and tluit 
of the Magazine. 'I’ho rebels entered and shot 
the sentry as ho endeavoured to moke his way 
to Island Bridge Barraxjks to give the alarm. 
Mrs. Playfair was ordered to leav<\ the telephxmo* 
was cut and the building set on fire. Mrs. 
Playfair’s young son, who pluckily endeavoiu'od 
to roach a neighbouring house wticre there was 
a telephone, was shot, anxl died next morning. 
Fortunately, in that as in other cases, the rebels 
were clumsy in carrying out their arrange- 
mxnits where explosives were concerned. The 
tire they kindled was tixtingiiished by soldiers 
from Island Bridge Barracks befon' it reached 
the high t'xplosives, and the relsils decamped, 
having actsimplLshed nothing but murdt'r. 

Up to this time tliere liad biHin no serious 
fighting -the insurgents as a rul<» mt»etiug wit h 
little or no resistance—^andalarge proport ion of 
the inhabitants of Dublin were not aware tliat 
anything remarkable was happening. As usual 
on such occasions the majority of thx' people in 
the stretits were holitlay makers from the coun¬ 
try, many of whom spent the day quietly with 
their friends and only realized the situation 
when thxy arrived at the various railway 
stations in the evening on their way home and 
found that they coulil got no farthx-r, most of 
the buildings lu'ing in the hands of the rx'bels 
and all trains stoppexl. Those living at a <‘oin- 
paratively short distatuso from Dublin matle thx* 
best of it by starting to walk homo ; man\- 
others, however, haii to lie about the stnsxts 
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or crowd into the. church«5s for shelter. When 
derk <‘uinc on the baser eleinont* of the pojjulace, 
Wnding tlie streets clear of police, began looting 
such Kboj>8 as they could break into, stealing 
wbttte\'er they could carry away. Sweet shops 
were generally uttockcsl first, and after that 
pnanises where clothing, boots and hats, or 
('Vi-n toys, were to be had. Meanwhile, skirmish¬ 
ing and “ sniping ” went on all night, many 
isolated soldiers and civilians being victims. So 
t'lided Dublin's first day of “ Liberty Itestored.” 

The authorities were still almost helj>les.s 
for lack of soldiers. Lord Wimbornti tssued a 


proclamation notifying the people of tho 
attempt “ instigated and designed by the 
foreign enemies of our King and Country to 
incite rebellion in Ireland," and warning them 
that “ the sternest measures are being, and will 
be. taken for the jirompt supfiression of the 
existing disturbances and the restoration of 
order,” and that aasemblies and crowd.s in tho 
stri'ets should be avoided. But there wore os 
j’et no means at hanil for enforcing or even for 
widely circulating tho proclamation. Nor was 
communication with England en.sy. Some 
Northern members of Parliament on their way 



to attend the important secret session of tho 
House of Common.s that hod been snmmoiusl 
lor Tiaxsilay managed on Monday evening to 
make their way by road from Amiens Street 
station, tho lerminus of fh© Croat Northern 
Railway, to King.stown, and so to I'atch the 
Holyhead steamer, and they conveyed the 
iK'ws, which had rcaclasl none of tho news- 
papoi-s, to Westminster. But they hiul been 
anticipated by tho Admiral on tho station, who 
had sent a wireless miwsago with such sciuily 
details as could be collected warning tho 



KEBELS BEING MARCHED OFF TO BARRACKS. 

Smaller picture : Two of the Plunkett brothers (in uniform) waiting to be marched off. with others, 

under escort. 
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CONVOY OF MILtTAKY STORES. 
Passing through a 


(Jovormiioiit, thri)ii;ih tlio Admiralty, in Lon¬ 
don. 'JTio (hirragli tiaiiip st-nt tip suoli troops 
as could be spared, and the authorilios in 
Jiclfast, which remained comjih'ti'ly ])('acoful, 
were able to send up practically its whole 
>»arrison with a considerable contingent of 
police. lint troo])s from Knglantl were 
urgently needed ; tho.se at hand, after all rein 
forcements, being only sufficient to throw a 
weak cordon across the city from King’s Bridge 
'J’lTminus to the Ca.stle and thence dovni Dame 
Htrei't to 'I’riaity C'ollege. and to place suflicient 
garrisons in these important stations as well ns 
in the Electric I’owi'r Station and tiio Telephone 
Exchange. These vital points had been over¬ 
looked by the rebels, wlio now found their 
forces completely cut in tw'o. Liberty Hall and 
the Post Office being unable to communicate 
with or to sup))ort St. Stcphein’s (irofai and the 
City Hall, and mce versa. 

Next morning, Tuesday, April 2i), W'ith no 
newspapers, postal delivery, trains or trains, 
and with the milk and vegetable sujiply cut 
off after the week-end holiday, Dublin woke 
up to the knowledge that something very 
serious was going on. The wildest rumours 
were naturally in circulation : German landings, 
the whole country in arms, the Castle a rebel 
stronghold, the Lord-Lieubmant a prisoner 
and a hostage. A few adventurous spirits 
made their way into the centre of the city 
to see the sights—of business there was no 


danger zone. 

(piestion—but most peatciibh' citizens, after 
being stopped once or twice either by the 
military (rordon or by a rebel sentry, w<'rc gl id 
to get home again and await the course of 
events. It was then, and still i.s, diHiiMilt to 
obtain a pro|'>er chronological account of the 
facts—one witness positively fixing a cerUiii 
event on Tuesday, whilst anolhcr is "equally 
certain that it took jilace on Wednesday. 
Lord Wimhornc. reinforced by the apjiroiich of 
troops from England, with a xiropcr sujiply of 
artillery, machine guns and armoured cars, 
opened on Tuesday morning with a much more 
vigorous and effective jiroclamation than his 
“ warning ” of the previous evening : 

Whereas in the City of Jhffilin and the 
County of Dublin certain cvil-dis]K)sed 
jiersons and associations with the intention 
of subverting the authority of the. Crown in 
Ireland have committed divers acts of 
violence, and have with deadly weapons 
attacked the forces of the Crown, and have 
resisted by armed force the lawful authority 
of His Majesty’s Police and Military Forces : 

And Whereas by reason thereof several 
of His Majc.sty’s liege subjects have been 
killed and many others severely injured, and 
much damage to property has been caused : 

And Whereas such armed resistance to 
His Majesty’s Authority still continues : 
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LHTTER FROM SIR ROGER CASEMENT TO JOSEPH 
The letter, which is dated February 17, 1914, refers to the arming of Irish (Sinn Fein) 


Now We. Ivor Churchill, Baron Wini 
borne. Lord TJeutenant-Geiieral and General 
(tovernor of Ireland, by virtue of all the 
powers thereunto enabling us, do hereby 
proclaim that from an<l after the date of this 
proclamation and for the period of one 
month thereafter the City of Dublin and 
<^unty of Dublin are under and subject to 
Martial Law, and We do hereby call on all 
loyal and well-affected subjects of the Crown 
to aid in uj)holding and maintaining the 
peace of the Realm, and the supremacy and 
authority of the Oown. 

The proclamation goes on to promulgate the 
usual warnings against the dangers of the 
streets and the necessity for all loyal persons 
to remain indoors, and concludes as follows: 

And We do hereby proclaim that all 
persons found carrying arms without lawful 
authority are liable to be dealt with by 
virtue of this proclamation. 


Given at Dublin this 25th Day of April 
1916. 

WllVinoK.NE. 

By this time such of the insurgtitits as were 
capable of reasoning must have begun to 
realise their position. Outside their own 
ranks no one in Dublin had paid any attention 
to thorn, and even with the police and military 
in abeyance they had not btxni able to advance 
an inch beyontl the phmos they had originally 
srdzod. The cordon acro.ss the city was 
strengthened and held fast, and their scouts 
brought the discpiieting infonnation that a 
similar military cordon was being pushed 
north from King’s Bridge and alotig the Circular 
Road and down to Amiens Street station, 
getting into touch with the troops already in 
occupation of Trinity College by Butt’s Bridge 
and the Firo Brigarlo station. The hood- 
(|uarter8 at the Post Officie, Liberty Hall and 
the Foiu: Courts wore now entirely isolated, 
and their reduction was only a question of time. 
In this desperate situation the Provisional 
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PLUNKHTT, ONE OF THE “PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT.” 

Volunteers. The word “Coffins” is supposed to mean lifles and "Leprecauns” revolvers. 


(lovornmont. how that ita only lio |)0 lay in 
trying; to conv inoo tlio ix'oplo of Diiljlin that, aa 
till' I'ountry wa-s rising anil victory could not 
bo long doliiyod, it wivs the duty und the intoroat 
of tlio cnjiitHl to rally to tho Rojinblie. 
Accordingly a ])roclninalion was issiiod, a few 
extracts from which will ciuiblo readers to 
judge of its general ti'iior : 

'i'lic country is rising in answer In Dnhiin's call, and 
till' tinal achiovoment of Ireland's freedom is now. 
wiih (Joil’s help, only a matter of ilays. The valour, 
sulf.saerinee, and distupline of Irlsti men and women 
are about to win for our country a gloriovis place among 
the nations. 

All eitiKeiiH of Dublin who helievo in the right of their 
country to ho free will give their allegiance and their 
loyal help to tho Irish Hi'puhlic. ICvory Irishman and 
Irish woman worthy of tho name will come forward 
to help their common country in this her supreme hour. 

Able-bodied citizens can help by building barricades 
in the streets to oppose the advaneo of tho British 
troops. The British troops have been firing on our 
womon and on our Bed t’ross. On the other hanti, 
Irish regiments in the British Army have refu.sed to 
act against their fellow countrymen. 

This last auduciotis fabricaliim wa.s rlostiiiod 
to receive its appropriate answer before tho ink 
on it was dry. Cabra Bridge has been mentioned 


ns a nortliorn outwork of tho rebel position, anil 
hero on this Tuesday afternoon the insurgents 
were destined to come for the first time into 
serious contact with the troops—Irish troops, 
ns it happened—and they found the e.xperience 
much more liv ely and less satisfactory than the 
shooting of helpless veterans or isolated sentries 
or civilians. Strong barricades had been erected 
both on Park Hoad and on t.'iibra Hoad at the 
point whore the C'harleville Itottd joins, and near 
Phibsborough Church, and houses overlooking 
the barricinles hail be'en occupied in force by 
well-arnicd parties. \'isitor.s endeavouring to 
get home found themselves stopped here on 
Monday evening, anil tho rebels final on all 
officers and men in uniform and seizeij their 
cars. On Tuesday a body of tho Dublin 
Fusiliers, with tho first guns that had orrivetl, 
were sent to clear away the obstruction and 
open a way into the centre of the city. As soon 
as the soldiers came in sight of the rebel position 
a shell or two si'nt the barricailes flying anil tho 
P'nsiliers carried tho post by a brisk charge 
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assisted by fire from a couple of machine guns. 
So was ended the legend that Irish troops, and 
the Dublin Fusiliers above all, would not help 
in clearing their city from the armed mob that 
had disgraced it and blackened its name in the 
eyes of the world. An attempt wae made to 
stop the Fusiliers by blowing up the Cabra 
Bridge and the bridge crossing the Midland 
Railway, but as elsewhere the explosions failed ; 
some of the rebels siurondered and some made 
their escape across country in the direction of 
Glasnovin and Finglas and were heard of no 
more. The soldiers then made their way down 
Capol Street and joined their comrtules at the 
Castle, where they were able to take part in the 
final scenes of the recapture of the City Hall 
and the Daily Express office. 

Late on Monday night the troops who had 
arrived at the Castle from King's Bridge, as part 
of the cordon stretching on to Trinity College, 
had begun to make things uncomfortable for 
the garrison of the City Hall, which was attacked 
simultaneously in front and rear. A machine 
gun moxmted on the roof of one of the buildings 
that go to form the Castle yard also did much 
exo(;ution and kept the snipers on the roofs of 
the City Hall and the Daily Express office under 
salutary control. Another machine gun ap¬ 
peared at the gate of the Castle, where the con¬ 
stable had been murdered earlier in the day, 
and raked all the windows of the office, thus 
securing quietness in that quarter for the rest 
of the night. Tuesday saw the last of both 
these rebel “ forts.” The City Hall roof was 
cleared, 25 prisoners, including some w'omen, 
being taken. Afterwards the Express office 
was rushed at the point of the bayonet, many 
dead boilies being found on the roof, and all 
danger in the Castle quarter w'os at an end. 

Some other incidents of this day, the second 
in the history of the unhappy “ Republic,” 
deserve record. Looting in the streets not 
occupied by the military was worse thtm ever, 
the news of goods to be had for nothing having 
spread over all parts of the city. The attacks 
became more determined and more disorderly, 
wanton destruction being apparently as much 
an object as plunder. Sackville Street, where 
the conflagration had not yot started, suffered 
most, and women and men WOTe seen making 
their way to the slums with bimdles of clotliing. 
A considerable amount of barter went on, boots, 
sweetmeats and jewellery possessing rapidly 
fluctuating values according to the state of the 
exchange. Tall silk hats were a drug in the 


market, being kicked about the streets fre^, 
whilst small boys exercised their ingenuity hi 
attempting to wear two, or three of them at the. 
same time. Expensive mechanical toys and 
dolls were in much demand, and the papers 
mentioned the case of a v«Hy small rrrehin who 
rode gloriously home on a tricycle horse with 
an air gun over his shoulder. It is on this day 
and in this connexion that we get the first 
glimpse of the Sheehy Skeffington episode which 
was sljortly after to have a tragic sequel. 
Skotfington was an extremist in liis way, but 
also a pacifist, a non-resister and a faddist 
generally. He adhered to the new “ govern¬ 
ment ” without approving of the violence with 
which its proclamation was accompanied. 
Above all the sight of the looting disgusted him 
from more than one point of view, and he made 
an attempt to stop it. This is the incident as 
described by an eye-witness in a Dublin 
publication: 

At 12.45 (on Tue.Kd(ky) Mr. Sheehy Skeffington walks 
hastily from tho Cleneral Post Office to O’Connell 
Bridge. Ho is in private attire and wears knicker¬ 
bockers. In one hand he carries some papers and in 
the other a brush. Ho pastes one of the papers on tho 
Smith O’Brien monument, around which a crowd 
gathers eager to read tho proclamation. Here is a copy : 

” W’hen there are no regular police on tho streets, it 
bocomca the duty of the citisens to police the streets 
themselves and to prevent such spasmodic looting as 
has taken place in a few streets. Civilians, men and 
women, who are willing to co-operate ore asked to attend 
at Westmoreland Chambers at five o’clock this, Tuesday, 
aftemoou. ‘‘Fb.vncis Shbkiiv SKKFifisuTON.” 

It was while posting this or a similar mani¬ 
festo that Skeffington later on came into collision 
with an officer stationed at Portobello Barracks, 
with fatal consequonecs that were detailed at 
a Bubsotiuent Court Martial, when tho officer 
was found to be insane. 

All this evening troops were being landed 
at Kingstown ready for the march on Dublin— 
conveyance by train being at an end for the time 
—with horse, foot and artillery; worst of all, 
as tho rebels were to find, with naval guns. And 
from the sea too tho iron ring Was closing in on 
the doomed consiiirators, for the little gunboat 
Helga was lying in the mouth of the Liffey ready 
to sail up the river in the morning and blow 
1-iberty Hall to the fovur winds with a few well 
j)laced shells. 

And that a touch of somewhat grim humour 
may not be lacking, the tale goes that a non¬ 
chalant Tommy, ready for whatever fate had in 
store for him, asked, on landing at Kingstown, 
whether he was in France, whilst others, having 
heard of Ireland, asked if they had been brought 
to fight “ Carson’s crowd.” 
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CHAPTER CXXXV. 


THE IRISH REBELLION OF APRIL, 

1916 (II.). 

SiTtrATioN ON April 2r)—^T hb Rkbkl Positions and Prospects in Dublin—Troops from 
Enoland—^Proclamations—F ianTiNO in South Dublin—Sherwood Foresters Tratped on 
THE Kingsi'own Road—N oRTH Ddbun FionTTNO—T he Great Fires in Sackville Street and 
Abbey Street—General Maxwell’s Command—Confu.sion among the Rebels—The Country 
Risinos—Galway’s “ Black Belt ”—Oranmoue—^Athenry—Skerries—^Donabate—Casti.e 

JiELLINClIAM OUTRAQES-^ASHBOURNB-LiMERICK-KERRY AND CORK.-^ENNISCORTHY—GENERAL 

Maxwell’s (jRip on Dublin—The Rebels Surrender—Estimate of Casualties—^Rbbel 
Leaders Shot—Courts-martial—General Maxivell’s Report—The Cask.ment Trial—The 


Royal Commission of Inquiry—Mr. Asquith 
Government Bill Postponed. 

r llE morning of Wcfinosday, Ajiril 20, 
was a gloomy dawn for the rebels. 
Dublin, except for the looters and 
marauders of the imderworld, had 
not moved. Not -a single trade society or 
political society or mmiicipal organization of 
any kind had declared for the Provisional 
Government of the Irish Republic. They had 
failed at the Castle and had been driven from 
the City Hall and neighbouring buildings at 
the point of the bayonet. Their attempt to 
control communications to thewest and the south 
and the north had come to nothing at King’s 
Bridge, at Broadstone, and at Amiens Street, 
although they strangled the Great Northern 
line to some extent by their command of the 
Fairview district, an old Larkinite stronghold, 
and by the rising at Swords and Donabate. 
Communications by road and rail to Kingstown 
they still dominated at Westland Bow, and 
down towards Lansdowne Road station; their 
fiositions at Boland’s Mill, the Old Distillery, 
Mount Street Bridge, and at the junction of 
Pembroke Rood, Northumberland Road, and 
Lansdowne Road, were still unchallenged. 

All their southern positions, however, including 
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those at St. Stephen’s Green and the South 
Dublin Union, wore cut off by the now well- 
established mflitory cordon from King’s Bridge, 
along Thomas Street (the scene of Emmet’.s 
fiasco), past the Castle to Trinity College and 
on to Butt’s Bridge and tho Custom House. The 
northern cordon from tho Park to Amiens Street 
by the North Circular Road was also firmly 
held, so that the rebel forces were broken in 
two and completely isolated, although indeed 
they had rigged up a rather eunateurish wireless 
installation on a roof opposite the Post Office. 
Inside the military cordon to the north of the 
river, the Post Office, the Four Courts, the 
quays and buildings at the foot of Sackville 
Street, and Liberty Hall, were their main points 
of support. Poarse in his last manifesto had 
called on Dublin for “ allegiance and loyal 
help to tho Irish Republic,” and on the country 
to rise “in answer to Dublin’s call.” Town 
8und coimtry alike had made no sign that could 
reach the rebel headquarters. 

General Maxwell’s report, written on May 26, 
when the rising was over and all danger at an 
end, showed that on the fatal Eeister Monday 
there were only available in the Dublin area 
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1,465 infantry (Royal Irish Rifles, Royal Irish 
Regiment, and Dublin Fusiliers) with 76 officers, 
and 851 cavalry (6th Reserve Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment) with 35 officers. And those, before 
everything else, had five barracks to garrison, 
and Dublin Castle, the Viceregal Lodge, the 
Magoiune, the Royal Hospital, and the Rank to 
protect. There were, in addition, the mobile 
column (3rd Reserve Cavalry Brigade), under 
the coixunand of Colonel Portal, at the Curragli, 
30 miles off, a battery of four 18-poundors 
at Athlone, 78 miles off, and some soldiers, 
who might or might not be spared, at Temple- 
more, 79 miles off, and at Belfast, 113 miles 
off. If the rebels were to have the slightest 
chances of even a temporary success, it was 
therefore necessary for them to secure command 
of all Dublin before reinforcements began to 
arrive, and having failed in this, their failui’O 
was eom[)lete. 

Anti yet, even on Wednesday, it was ])rett.y 
certain that the Provisional (it)vernmont had 
little itlea of the rtvil liopelessness of their posi¬ 
tion. 'J'hoy had pltiuty of rifles, ammunition, anil 
food, and in the two days’ strt't^l. lighting thty 
had probably inflicted as many eastialtios— 
police, civilians, and soliliors—as they htal suf¬ 
fered. In their amazing and childlike ignorance 
of the w’orld in which they lived they imagined, 
or had per-suaded themselves, that the British 


Army was all engaged in the war, that the 
police would be smrounded and captured by 
the rmral rebels, and that German submarines 
ct>uld prevent the arrival of reinforcements. 
They had also evolved a theory—^it would be 
incredible wore it not vouched for by good 
testimony—that if they could hold out for 
three days they would ipso facto become 
“ belligerents,” and therefore entitled, whatever 
ha{){)ened, to take part in the Peace Conference 
at the end of the war and discuss terms of 
settlement as equals. But the worst mistake 
of all wtis that they had forgotten the existence 
of the British fleet, whose smallest fighting 
vessel could blow their most formidable strong¬ 
hold into a ilust heap in a few hours. At Cork 
and at Kingstown guns and men had already 
boon landed frtnn the fleet, some wore ev’en 
now in Dublin, and in the early morning 
Liberty Hall saw its fate i>i the shape of tlm 
Helga, a fisheries patrol vessel, lying off the 
Custom House, and within point blank range 
of the Larldnitc headquarters, from whoso 
doorsh'p throe days before tho first formal 
dolianoo of Kngland had beeir delivtTod by the 
Countess Markiovicz. At eight o'clock the 
Helga opened fire, and thou, as a local chronicler 
put it, “ Dublin for the first time in her history 
heard the booming of naval gmts in tho heart 
of tho city.” Tho Citizen Army did not wait 



LANCERS PATROL AT COLLEGE GREEN. 
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LANCERS IN DUBLIN. 

A picket on duty passing throuiih a barricade. 


for more. Witliout firing tv shot they bolh'tl 
like rats from a stark and made their way hy 
hack passages and slums to Abbey Street and 
the comparative safety of Sackville Street. 
The Helga guimers, as one of them put it, 
“ htvd the time of their lives.” They sent a few 
tlropping shots which without making any 
greivt mark on the exterior of the building were 
so well aimed that they eamo down through 
th(' roof and, exploding, completely demolished 
the interior. At the same moment, and in 
order to make a clean job of it, two guns of the 
Field Artilkiry just arrived, cantered out of 
the back gate of Trinity College in Groat Bruns¬ 
wick Street, and with some well-placed shots 
from the quay at the end of Tara Street com- 
l>leted the work. It was nothing more than 
target practice, but those of the rebels who 
carried the news to the Post Office, or who saw 
the scene from “ Kelly’s Fort,” at the comer 
of Bachelor’s Walk, must have seen in it the 
end of the last of their hopes. It is worth 
noting at this point, in view of the assertion 
so freely made that it was the shells from the 
guns that caused the conflagration in the Sack- 
ville Street area later on, that t.he Beresford 
Place shelling, thorough and complete as it was, 
was followed by no sign of fire. 

Meanwhile reinforcements from the 69th 
Division had begun to arrive from England, 


the bulk of the Dublin work having hitherto 
fallen on the mobile column from the Curragh. 
On this day Dublin saw two new proclamntion.s, 
one from the King and one from General 
Friend, Commander-in-Cliief of the Forces in 
Ireland. The first Proclomation was of a purely 
technical and legal character, and dealt with 
the first section of the Defence of the Keulm 
(Amendment) Act, 1915. This is the 8i?ction 
which provides for the trial by Civil Court of 
British subjects cliarged with offences under tho 
Act. Sub-section 7 of the same section provides 
for the suspension by Royal Proclamation of 
this proviso in ease of certain special military 
emergencies, and tho Royal Proclamation, 
dated from Wiivdaor Castle, simply declared 
that, such a military emergency having nri.sen, 
tho operation of the section was accordingly 
suspended in Ireland “ until Wo see fit to revoke 
this our proclamation.” General Frietnl’.s 
proclamation ordered all loyal citizens in Dublin 
City and County to remain within doors betwcH'n 
tho hours of 7.30 p.rn. and .5.30 a.m. unless 
provided with military passes. The military 
now felt themselves strong enough to tlwow 
out tentacles, as it were, from tho main cordon 
with the object of still further isolating tho 
rebel positions. Of course, these buildings could 
have been blown to pieces by the guns as 
Liberty Hall hod been, but to avoid so far as 
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SKETCH-MAP OF DUBLIN. 


yio.ssible all unnecessary destruction of property Oaa Works. From thU tho robols pushed for- 

a more deliberate method was employed. The ward by tho oonal basin to Clanwilliam Place, 

tightening of the noose round headquarters and which faces and controls Mount Street Bridge 

the Post Office was the first task, and this was and Nortljumberland Road. At the junction 

accomplished by three colunans directed from of Northumberland Road and Haddington 
the Oovormnent strongholds on the south side Road is Clanwilliam Houso, and lower down, 
of tho river. The first loft the Castle and, where Pembroke Road, Northiunberland Ro.id, 
cros-sing by Essex Bridge, moved up Ca);)ol and Lansdowno Road moot, is Carisbrooko 
Street, which runs parallel to Sackvillo Street House. All thoso had boon forcibly oecujuod 

on the west; the other, from Trinity College, by the rebels, the occujuors being treated with 

cro.s.sod Butt Bridge and wont up Gardiner little ceremony, and os they comj>lotoly coru- 

.Slrcot, lying about tho same distance to numdod tho approaches to Dublin from Kings- 

th(! ca-st. Reaching Groat Britain Street— town and wore built in the solid, substantial 

ro-<^hristoned Panioll Street—^tho two bodies manner characteristic of Dublin architoctimj, 

joined forces at the head of Sackvillo they constituted a very strong position indeed. 

Street where tho Pai-nell Statue stands. Tho hartlly to bo nj))iroached or taken without 

third <-ohunn, from King’s Bridge, went tiyi artillery. Up this road, little dpuaming of tho 

Queen Street into North King Street, tlnough ambush prepared for them, come on Tuo.sday 

which they wore able to pass until they joined afternoon the first contingent of tho roinforce- 

hands with tlie Capol Stroot coluirm. The nicnts from England, the 7th Battalion Sher- 

Fost Office and tho Four Courts wore now wood Foresters (Territorials), all yoimg troops 

effectivisly isolated from the rest of tho city and still in tho training stage. Fire was first opened 

from each other. This important movement from Carisbrooko Honse and many fell at tho 

was carried out by tlie 6th Loinstors, 2/0 Slier- very outset, tho young soldiers facing tho bullets 

wood Foresters, tho 3rd Royal Irish Regiment with groat courage, but being quite unable to 

and tho Ulster Composite Battalion, under the deal effectively with sharpshooters on roofs 

command of Colonel Portal. and behind windows in inaccessible buildings. 

While the.se necessary precautions were being Beggar’s Bush Barracks, wliich is in the immo- 

fakon, some very fierce and costly fighting was diate vicinity, and in which the survivors of 

taking place on the south side in the same tho Veterans’ Corps and various fugitives had 

district in which the veterans had Iwen firerl taken refuge, w’as itself besicgetl and unable to 

on on Easter Monday. This position was render any effoctivo assistance. Tho barracks 

remarkably well chosen. It was in close con- aiul tho barrack yard W'cro continuously 

ncxion with the position at Ringsend, com- “ snified ” fiom Boland’s Mill and other build- 

pirising Boland’s Mill, the Distillery and tho ings in tho occupation of tho robols, and many 
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AHTKR THK REBELLION. 
Clearings away debris in Liffey Street. 


<'usuaJli(*s (M*<airro(l. TJiis rontinuod till Wed- 
iH‘s<lay aHrmooii, tho garrison was 

stnaigthomnl liy n (hdachiiaait of tht' 
and J)(‘rl>y T< rritorials. \\ ho land(Ml at Kings¬ 
town and nuirclu'd to J^allshridgo, whence they 
rca<‘hed the barracks by Shelbournc Koad, tluis 
avoiding the dangen* area. If tla* Slu^rwoods 
and thc^ Staffords, who W(‘r(‘ ahiuid of thcixi-- 
rII alike b<*ing strangers to the <listrict aixd 
igtxfxraxii even of t)i(‘ existeiM^o of the btirraeks • 
had IxM^n warned in time, an<t giii<led by the 
saiiio road, much bloodshed might Ixave been 
spared. 

Tho lady whose diary has Ix'cn alnnwly 
quoted, who saw tlu^ shooting of the mcmlxTs 
of the Veterans* Oirps from h«*r window in 
Northumberland Roa<.i on Monday, and who 
hml now realized tlu* nature of the insurrection, 
wrote of tlu>se later events os follows : 

Tho morning liotiru pass quietly, but at noon the 
sixldon report of a rUlo breaks (lio Kilonce. I nii\ to tixe 
window. Khaki-clad fignrem are along both 

HidoH of the road, getting what shelter they can from 
the low stone walls supporting the iron railings. 1 
hastily close all shutters, fearirtg a repetition of Monday V 
scenes, but it is tho Holdiers who have come, and we 
rejoice. We take up a position on the landing at the 


top of the kitchen hliiirs, as being the safest, spot, and 
for inoje thini an hour wc listen to the sounds of battle. 
There stK^m to be many men engaged ; we think some 
HTf) in our garden or on tho steps. 'J'he soldiers are 
attacking the two corner hoxisc's, N<i, 2r> o[>poKite and 
20 and 28 on our side <»f ICortluimberluixi Koad. We 
fear that they an* wavering, fer 1 lieur a \-oice shouting, 

“ ^'<n^ wnii’t give way now, boys ! ** Almost imme¬ 
diately there is a liurried kno(>k nl lie* side door. We run 
to open it. “May wounde<l men be brought in here y “ 
Wo ghvlly woleome them, and liurry to give the little 
help in our power, bring water, towels, eushiorn to put 
under their poor IicjmIh. The two brought in ar(», alas 
very ba<lly wounded--the adjutant of the Sherwootl 
Foresters is iinconseious, and llie poor young lieti^maut- 
is in great pain, nie doctor of tlie rt'giinenl and some 
Kod (Jross men aie with them, but so hurriedly hml 
they been start<‘d for Ireland that. m» m<*dical supplies 
or comforts luul yet arrived, aiul it. was sfiino time 
before any amestheties I’ould be procured. 

We lose count of time, ami rnoals are forgott«*n, except 
to provide tea and bread for the soldiers, wlio have had 
no proper meal since they left their fpiarters. All thty 
long the battle rages-- the noise is terrible; rt'volvers, 
rifle*« and machine-guns are doing their deadly work. 
Metro w’Ouii<ie<l lio outsid<\ but can only be brought in 
under cover of darkness. 'I’he adjutant still lies uncon- 
BcioiiR on onr dining-room floor : a Hod Cross man keeps 
wateh bosiih' him. 'riic doctor iwtvisos u« to take my 
mother to another room. We try the drawing-room, 
but a bullet crashes through the wiixlow ; Ihi' mirror 
over the mantelpieije is shattercMl, the floor is strewn 
with glass, it is too unsafe. 1 bring my mother back ; 
the poor adjutant is dead, they earry him to tho hall. 

Suddenly there is a treinendouH cra.sh. A bomb 

103—-2 * 
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IN THE RUINED STREETS OF DUBLIN. 
Hunting amonil the wreckage for souveoira. 


)ms hcon f}irown in ordur <o drive the rebeJa from u 
hou.so fv few yartls distant. The aim ia true; a cheer 
}j:rK*a np : the ^lasis reiuid tnir hall tleor is smaslM'd by 
the concussion. Upstair^ in iny mother’s bedroom 
auolVier bullet comes crashing; through a window^ but 
docs no further damu^'c. About 8.30 p.m. Ilu^ firing 
ceases; they tell us that the Jionses in our vicinity 
are all now in the po.sHCssion of the military; Ihe 
Mounded have been rennovod, and we are h*ft to take 
whiit rest wo can. All night we hear the sound of 
mar<‘bing feet : no worrl is spoken, only a stearly tramp, 
and every now and then the report of a sniper’K rifle. 
'I’he doctor tells mo that a aholo division, consisting 
<*f more than 15,0tM> men, have eoine to help us—- 
'J hanl^lirod ! 

27t-h : Much sound of firing from early inorning until 
about fi p.m. More houses in tho neighbourhood nrcj 
lalom by tlio miiitary. A naval gun is brought up 
from Kingstown on a cart, vdiich does great oxocution, 
and i.« brought ba<?k ami<l eheer.«f. Soldiers are poste<l 
on the roofs of the houses betwenm us anri tho biidge 
over the Canal (Mount Street iJridge)- They fin* 
eonlinually towards the railway bridgo, which is still 
a stronghold of the reljcls. Our food suprilies are 
becorninKshoili: tho milkman cannot roach us, nor yet the 
baker’s van, neither can we venture out to seek for h»ofl. 

28tb : >Still moro i-oldicrs come ! They halt Iwfijro 
n'liehing tho crosM-roail, a volley is fired, and in detOrch- 
iiients of 25 or so they take the crossing at. a run. Poor 
weary follows ! I anw thorn sit <lown in the ranks 
while waiting for Iheir turn, yet never a man foil out 
amongst all those 1 watched. Next come the ammunition 
wagons—tho finest sight of all as tho drivers each 
whipped up Ins pair of xtrong, shaggy^hoofed horses, 
and in one breathless riiomont they took the crossing 
At a gallop. 


Tl»e terrible noise of firing goes on nroiiiid u» «II 
dav mul far into tho night. 

A strange contrast: tho troops as they marched 
citywards mot with a varied reception : from the liotisos 
M liich had boon seized by tbo Sinn Foiuors a murderous 
fire from rifles and rovolvt'fs was poured upon them ; 
from others, not in tho direct firing line, sallied forth 
(mlics and their maids hearing trays witli cups of tea 
and plates of broad and jam to fcMtd the hungry men : 
it made quite a festive Hcone under the bright Bunshino 
which marked some of tho days of the tragic week. 

Tho fighting in this q\jarter was prolonged 
;ind desperate. The soldiers, hastily assembhxl 
and hurried across from England, often with 
\'ery inadequate equipiiioiit, and some of them 
with but little acquaintance with tho ser\’ieo 
rifle, behaved splendidly in a situation that 
would havo tried veterans to the utmost. 
Under persistent and W'ell-dirocted fire they 
advanced again and tigaiii, tuid towards evening, 
witli tho help of grenades, they succeeded in 
carrying Carisbrooko House and Clanwilliam 
House in succession. Much hard fighting was 
necessary before Mount Street Bridgo and 
(ianwilliam Place on tho opposite side were 
carried, and ultimately artillery had co be 
called in before tho whole of tho Ringsend area 
was cleared. Here, as elsewhere, tho doctors 
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and nurses behaved with splendid bravery and 
devotion. Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital lies 
just at the back of Clanw'illiara Place, and close 
to Boland’s bakery, and therefore almost in the 
line of fire. People were shot in front of the 
hospital—in which 142 casualties were treated— 
the staff ventiwing out in the thickest fire to 
pick up and carry in the woundtKl. 

General Maxwell reported on this fighting, 
wliich, of course, took place before his arrival, 
tliat at the first onset the Adjutant, Captam 
Dietrichsen, and another oflicor were killed, 
and seven officers wounded, and when in the 
evening the vrhole column, with bombing 
jmrties, advanced in successive wav'es, four 
officers were killed and fomteen woimdcd, and 
216 of other ranks w'oro killed and wounded. 
He also makes special mention of civilian help 
rendered : “ In connexion with this fighting at 
-Mount Street Bridge, whore our heaviest 


casualties occurred, I should like to mention 
the gallant assistance given by a number of 
rnedical men, ladies, nurses, and women 
servants, who at great risk brought in ami 
tended to the woxmded, continuing their 
efforts even when deliberately fired at by tho 
rebels.” 

Tho other outljring position—^to the north— 
also made a hard fight, but tho casualties there 
were much slighter, the situation being a more 
open one, and tho assailants not brought 
under such close fire. Fairview lies some little 
distance up tho Great Northern Railway and 
in tho Clontarf district—famous for its battle 
on a Good Friday, nearly a thousand years 
before, when Brian Boru fought the Danish 
King of Dublin. The rebels at first occupied 
the railway bridge on tho Clontarf Road and tho 
adjacent embankment, but on Tuesday night 
they wore driven out, although it w'as not till 
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sornu four days lator that all anued rosist- 
aiice in tliis dangerous (Quarter was subdued. 
Although so ncivr Diiblin, this suburb was 
I)rantically cut off for the greater part of the 
week, and was in danger of starvation, till a 
relief train was made up in Belfast and arrived 
with welcome stipplies on Satiirday morning. 
Insid<' the City jjroper, things continued hope¬ 
less for the rebels. Armoured cars, loopholed 
for sharpshooters, were sim|)ly constructed out 
of engine l)oilers fitted on motor lorries, and in 
each of these a doz(ui men could bo convened 
from point to point, and were able to answer 
the snii)ers’ fire on more ctpial t()nnB. St. 
Sb'phen’s (Ireen, the holding of which was the 
most foolish undertaking of the ri'bels, was 
simply siurounded and held imtil troops w<!re 
available to di.si)oso of it. 'J'ho garrison 
attempted to dig thein.selves in by some very 
ineffoct,iv(( trench work, whilst the sokliers 
with machine guns at the upper windows/3f the 
Shelbourne Hotel kept them in very effective' 
check. There was much ornamental water in 
tliis beautiful little park, which was well 
sfcK'ked with waterfowl, and the keeper, who 
remained inside all the time, report( mI that hi.s 
charges were well looked after and fed by him, 
and were very little perturbed by the bullets 


flying over their hoods. Outside the Green, the 
(k)llege of Stirgeons was also occupied, and hero 
tho insurgents found themselves nuM'h better 
protected from bullet tint t han in the scpiare. 
Jat'ob’s biscuit factory and tho South Dublin 
Union also held out, but these positions were 
of no real strategic importance. North of tho 
river the Post Ofllce and tin' Four Courts, 
together with tho two buildings at. the foot of 
Sat'kx'ille Street Kelly’s Fort ” and Hopkins’s 
at the ojtposite corner—caused much trouble, 
although the latter wen' well coven'd from the 
south side of the river—from Trinity ('olleg(', 
Westmoreland St.ri'ct, and D’Olier Street. 
The guns also were being brought into play, 
and tho Post Oflico was shelled both from 
across tlu' river and from the hc'ad of Rackvilk' 
tStn'(>t. 

At this point tho fires began, and with tho 
a.s.“istauce of tlio report of Captain Purcell, 
Chief of tho Dublin Firo Hrigwle, w(> c-an 
trace pretty accurately their origin and their 
spread. As early as Monday night there were 
two alarms in Sackvillo Street—both .shoo 
shops that had been looted and set on firo 
by the mob. Those fires were easily extin¬ 
guished, but w’ore followed by a third outbreak 
in Farl Street, just off Siu-kvillc Strc'ct. On 



AFTER I’HE REBELLION. 
The ruins in Sackville Street. 










THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


441 



AFTER THE REBELLION. 

Smokin)i ruins on (he side of the Liffey. 
Smaller picture: Ruins of a rebel stronghold on 
the south bank of the Liffey. 

Tiifsilay nfti'iniuii) n serious fire l>roke out in 
Lawroiice’s wt'll-kiiown |)liotof'nii)li, slatioiii-ry 
and toy sliop, and oti Wednesday at noon this 
was followed by one in a slio|) in Henry Street, 
at the Imek of the I’ost Ollieo, wliicJi was also 
being looted. In all the.se eases there was no 
.suggo.stion of .shell lire, and the damage eon 
only have arisen from the earelessne.s.s or the 
malice of the looters. 'J’lie fir»> brigade' easily 
extinguished these fires or ke|it fht'in under 
control, although two persons were shot 
while standing beside the engine at the corner 
of Henry iStroet, t}u.s being the beginning of 
an experieneo which ultimatt'ly drov*' the 
fire brigatio off the strot'ts and left iStuikville 
Strf'ot and tltc neigliboiirhood to its fate. 
Early on Thursday luoming tiu're was a bad 
fir<' in Harcourt Street, near St. Steithen’s 
CJreon, and on the brigade making an otdry 
they foun<l a dead insurgent with a rifle, a bag 
of amniunition, and two revolvers. 

Wo now come to flie great fire, whieli was not 
extinguished till some millions’ worth of pro¬ 
perty was destroyerl—a conflagration which, if 
there had been a high wuid, might have cou- 


suiiK'd half the city. 'I’he I’ost Office was at this 
tiiiu' being shelled, and it is, of course, ))ossihle 
that the fire ma_v have arisen in this way from a 
stray shot. but tlw're « as no e\'id<'nce eit Ikt way. 
f)n the one hand. thor<' wore many <’n.scs during 
the week of buildings f|pstroy<'<l by shell fire 
without further <’onse(|u<>noes ; and on the 
other, then' were many fires directly cairsed by 
looters. A\'hat iidonsified the evil was that 
owing to the fire of the snipers the fire brigarle 
was from this time on unable to pay proper 
attention to the outbreaks as they occurred. 
The great fire bi'gan in Abbey Street at the 
Sockville 'Street end. Here there had been a 
barrioade erected by the rebels on the same 
model as half a dozen others, quite as useless, 
in other parts of the city. It was eompo.sed of 
old f umitiu'c, bicycles, and bales of paper, and is 
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itiontionod here only a.s it wos the means of 
conveying the lire across Ahhoy Street, ami thus 
more than doubling its area. I'he reserL’o 
printing ofliee of the Irinh Times was the 
scene of the outbreak, the office being imoceupiod 
at the time. Tlie fire was obwrL'cd from the 
('cntral Station shortly aft(<r noon, and Captain 
Purcell reported, “as the area was the scene of 
terrible rifle firing at the tune, I did not allow 
the brigfwle to attend.” The fire brigade chief 
speaks of his “ anguish of mind ” at seeing 
liimself powerless in face of such a conflagration, 
and later on, when the sniping had somewliat 
slackened, he and liis men made an effort to 
reach it in the Marlborough Street direction. 


Hero he met with some success, but owhig to 
the sniping that was going on he was unable to 
do all he hoped. Ulthnately, he said, “ some 
of my men’s lives were threatened by Sinn 
Foiners, who told them that if they did not 
clear off they woulil shoot them. 'V\’e hod to 
retire. That w'as at 9 a.m. on Saturday.” 

By this time what may bo cJilled the 
“ regular ” insurgents had made up their 
minds to surrender, and they cannot, be held 
nwponsible for this reekless encouragement of 
incendiarism worthy of the Paris Commun*'. 
The “ snipers ” wore probably from the first 
more or Itwis irre.sponsible agents, and as affairs 
approached the crisis they seem to have given 
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themselves over entirely to their mtwl lust 
for the destruction of life and property. Cap¬ 
tain Purcell resumed his story thus: “At 
3.40 p.m. on Saturday the fWimanding Officer 
of the troops in Dublin seait mo a special d's- 
patch to say that (hoy had the loaders of the 
rebels in their custody: that they would now 
<'«!ase military ()j>orntions : that matters in the 
city w(!ro getting normal and that I might 
now make an effort to stojj the fires in Sackvillo 
Street and Abbey Stn'ct. I immwliatcly 
t iu-ned out the whole force of the brigade. . . . 
Wo wen) making t)xcellent progress towards 
stopping the fire on both sides of Abbey Strct't 
when the bullets begun to fly amongst us. I 
had two men up on tiro escapes and bidlets 
struck their Itwldcrs. Our engines w<'rc shot 
at front the «lire<‘tion of Wcstnion'land Stret't 
and Aston’s Quay. Bullets hit the engines, 
going through the mudguards and through the 
tiros. [ abandoned tho engines and hose on 
the streets and rushed tho men in batches 
in motor ambulances home to their stations. 
'I’lion we sa«' the tires ripping away in 
<'very <lire<'tion from tlio west along 
• Vbbey Street and along Henry Street. ' 
('aptniu Purcell , estimated the approximate 
\alue of buildings anti stock destroyed at 
£2,r)(M).()()(), the number of buildings iiu'olved 
bi'ing o\ el' 2fl(>. 

In order to preserve the continuity of the 
story of the eontlagration we have brought (hat 


part of the narrative down to Saturday. It is 
now necessary to go back for some days in 
order to recount the course of the jfbellion in 
the interval. The Government in London, 
which at the outset, owing perhaijs to defectiv e 
information arising from the closing of regular 
communications with Dublin, hatl shown some 
inclination to minimize the dang()r in Ireland, 
grew more and more alarmed as news of the 
real extent of the insurrection began to arrive in 
JOugland. On Tuesday little or nothing was 
known at Westminster: on Wednesday the 
Prime Minister admitted that Martial ].,a\v ha<l 
had to be proclaimed in Dublin and added that 
drastic action was being taken there ; but he 
assured the House that “ outside Dublin the 
country is tranquil ; only three minor cases of 
disturbance being reported.” On ri'ceipt of 
further news, howv'ver, a (’abinet Coiuicil w’as 
called, at which it was deeidvxl at once to 
t)roclaim Martial Law over the whole of Ireland, 
and to send ovi>r General Sir .lohn Maxwell as 
('ommand('r-in-Ghief with jilenary jiowers to 
enforce it. 'riiis was announced to the House of 
Commons on the following day' by the Prime 
MinistiT, who added that there wc*re “indica¬ 
tions of the' spn'ad of th<' movement, especially 
in tho West.” Large additional reinforcements, 
it was also annouiu'cd, lawl arrived from 
England and were in hand for disposal as 
ro((uired. General Maxwi'll started at onc<‘, and 
reached Dublin early on tho following morning 
(,-\j)ril 28), wlu'ii ho imiuetliately issueil a 



IN A DUBLIN STREET. 

Workmen pulling down buildings which were a danger to pedestrians. 










444 


THE TIMES mSTOBY OF THE WAR. 


proclamation, of which the following were the 
operative • clauses : 

“ Most vig«)rous measure* will be taken by me 
to stop the loss of life and damage' to property 
which ce^rtain misguided perseens aree eeaufflng by 
their armed resistance to the> law. If necessary 
1 shall not hesitate to destreey all buildings 
w’itliin any area occupied by re'bels and I warn 
all perseens within the area specifited below, and 
ne)w seirre)undeel by His Maje'sty’s troops, 
forthwith tee le'ave such areas uneh'r tlie follow ing 
conditieens : 

" (a) Women anel e'hilelren may le'ave' the' are'ii 


by any of the examining posts set np for the 
purpeisc ai»d will be edleeweed to go away fre«. 

“ {b) Men mevy leu»ve by the same examining 
pe)Kts and will be allowed te) go away frtx', 
))re>vided thee examining e>flice'r is .satisfied theey 
have take'll no part w'hate'ver in the present 
disturbances. 

“ (e') All otheer men who pre'seent. the'mselves 
at the saiil e'xamining posts must surrender 
iiueonditieinally, togethi'r with any arms and 
ammunit ion in their jieissession. ’ 

Naturally a soldie'C of the cxpeTiemce' of Sir 
.Je)hn Maxwell did neit a.ssiuae seie-h a eommand 







without thee fulle'st assurane-e's regarding liis 
positieai anel peiwe'rs. In a e'emntry whe-re', be'fore 
the- rising, autheirity was aluieest nein-i'xisfi'nt, 
anel where- thi'i'e' was still a N'ie-eTeey arnie'el in 
Ihe'ory witJi all the- jioweTs of the- Creiwn but in 
praelie-e re'due-e'ei tee the' posit ieai eef an automaton 
e-harge'd with re'giste'l'ing the- ele-iTet's of eetlu'l's, 
it was iie'i'e'ssary, above- all, that seane' one' mem 
shoulel be' entruste'el with e-oiiiple'te- eiiid un- 
ellviele-d authority. The- instna-tioiis give-ii to 
Sir.leihu by the- .Army ('oune;il as rc-pri'se-nting 11 is 
Maje-sty's t Jeive-riiim-nt we-ri- in tla-.se- te-nus : 

'■ Mis Maje-sty’s (.le>ve-rmue-nt elesin- theit. 
Sir .lohu Maxwe-ll will lake-’all such mi-asiire-s 
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. PART OF THE FOUR COURTS, DUBLIN. 

■ Showing windows with barricade of hooka. Smaller picture: The mock judgment aeat erected by the rebels. 
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IRISH REBELS IN A DETENTION CAMP IN IRELAND. 


n.s may. in liis opinion, bo nooo.sKary for tho Iriah (/Oimnandor-in-Chiof and his oflficors, 

j>rompt nuii|)roKHion of llio insuiToctioii in Urifftidior-fJoiu'nil l.ow«‘, Colonol Konnard and 

Iroland, and be jiianlod a. froo band in rofjard Major H. K. Stanorvillo, ha<l .sinco tho bo- 

to all troops now in Indaml or which may bc' ginninj; of tho outbreak a<‘tod with prompti- 

jilaoial luidor his oommand lioroaftor. and also ttido and dt'oision, and that their sj’stein of 

ill regard t.o sneh iiaaisiires as may seem to him eordons was the projior course to adopt and 

iwlvisable under thi' (Royal) proelamation dated was most effective in limiting and qrudling the 

.■\))ril 2ti issued under th« Ih'fenc-e of the Ri-ahn robellioii in Dublin as well as jireventing its 

.\et (l!)l.''>).” spri'ad to the country distriets immediately 

it is charaeteristic of the confusion of ])owers iMljoining the capital. And the Royal Conimis- 

aiul th<' dinibts regarding the law in Ireland, sion of En<|uiry in its report expressly C-voneraterl 

that even after all these Royal, Viceregal and tlu^ military' a,uthorities from “any r<»s[)onsi- 

military jiroclamations, it was thought neci'ssary l.ility for the rebellion or its results.” “ As long 

two days lati r (Aja-il 2i>) to issui' a further as Ireland w'as under civil government,” they 

\'iceregul proclamation in the siuuo terms as added, “those? authoritiei^had nothing to do 

that of April 2fi, with the dilT('ren(?e that' for the with tho suppression of sedition. Their duties 

word “Dublin” in the first the words*“that wore confined to securing efficiency' in their 

jiart of the Ilnitc’d Kingdom called Ireland” own ranks and to the promotion of recruiting, 

w ere substil tited in the second. This new' pro- and they could only aid in the suppn'ssion of 

clamation. like the last, w'as limiled to one disorder w'hcn iluly called on by the civil power, 

month, although no such limitation was con- . . . The general danger of the situation was 

tained in tho Royal proclamation of April 2(> clearly jiointed out to tin? Irisli (lovernxnenti by 

or in the jilenary pow<‘rs conferred on Sir ifohu tho mililiiry authorities on their own initiative 

Maxwell as (’ommaiuk‘r-in-('hief in Ireland on in February last, but the warning tell on xui- 

Ajiril 27. lu'eding ears.” The necessity for Sir Jolin 

It is only fair to say here that, so for as the Maxwell's appointment, therefore, arose fryiin 

limited forces at their command permitted, the a combination of circumstances. There was 

103-3 
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•MAJOR” MAGBRIDR (>) UNDER 
ESCORT. 

virtually no povorninont in Ireland. The 
nibellion, althonRh well in hand in Dublin. 
8h(^v^ed sijinK of spreading in certain country 
districts ; the Army, the Navy, and the Hoyal 
Irish Constabulary were all engnpc<l in the task 
of suppression, and all, as the Conuni.ssion 
reported, took their ordca's from different 
authorities. .And in addition tn these military 
eonsiderations Sir .lohii .Maxwell had to lake 
over a great many of the duties of the ci\il 
admini.stration of tlie r'ountry as well. It was 
e.ssential. theriTore, that an ollicer who had 
held similar highly r('S|)ousible positions- as 
he had done in South .Afri<-a and in Egypt 
should Ik> in supreme command in Ireland. 'J'he 
choice was an admirable one. and not only in 
Dublin but throughout tht! country Sir .lohn’s 
influence at once Ix'gan to mak<? it.self felt. 

It is necessary ^er<! to (>ay some attention 
to the slal.e of affairs in the country since the 
lanrling of Casement and tbe first outbreak 
in Dublin a situation which shook the tlovern- 
ment out of its eomplaeeney and led to the 
appointment of General Maxwell as Military 
Dictator. .As we have sixai, I’eurse, the 
Conunanderin-Chief and IVesidetd, of the 
Provisional Government, in the course of the 
valedictory proclamation iti which he referred 
to MacNeifl’s “fatal <'ounlermanding order," 
sai<l : 

I um .sutisfit'fl diut we stuMild taive aeeernpli;,he(j 
inore, flint we nhoiilij have neeotnplishorl ftie tu-sk of 


enfliroiiifix as well as proelainiing fhe Irish Republic 
ns n yoveroioii Stafe luul fair arrangements for a simul* 
tniusnis rising of the whole eoxintry, with a eoinhiiiecl 
plan as Hound as the Ituhlin plan hns proved to be, 
been ullownd to go through on I'hisler Sunday. 

So far as the soundness of the Dublin plan is 
eoncemed the preceding narratlx-e speaks for 
itself. It is related of a previous consjhrator 
that, when lu' htvd laid all his plans, had called 
on hi.s followers to rally to him, and had bctui 
jiromptly arrt'sted, he dt'clared bitterly : " I 

always said thepoliiu! wt'rt* thi' eur.se of Ireland !" 
Similarly, no doubt, the plans of the I’rovisional 
Governnu'iil of the Irish Itepublic. in decreeing 
the overthrow by force of arms of th<' Jlritish 
Government in Ireland, were “ sound 
except in so far as they lu'gleettsl to ttd<e iitto 
consid<>ration tin' existiuiee of the Itritish 
Eni|)ire, and of its armed forces on .sea and 
land. The “ fatal eountermanding order ” 
no doubt gu\»> a gooil many young men an 
opportunity of taking ailviuitage of second 
thoughts and of .staying at home in peace and 
quietness instead of losing life or liberty 
in the national [lursuit of " rainbow-clmsing." 
Hut if every battalion of the Irish Volunteers 
had followed the original onlers and'hail pa railed 
on Easter Suialay w ith " full' arms and eqiii^- 



A PRISONER 

On his way to Dublin Castle. 
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njent and onf day’s, rations,” thoy would not 
have averted tlioy would scarcely even liavo 
dolayc'd—the inovit.at)le rt'sult. In the first 
jilace, oven when allowance is made for what 
Mr. Birroll (tailed “ the hatred and distrust of 
the British counc'xion always iioticeahio in 
all classets and in all places,” ih(' country, 
jtrosperoiis and thriving hoyoiid all ancient 
or modern exp(>ri('nc(', was in no mood for a 
risinji. Even if the Aud’s car(<o of arms had 
been landed on (iood Eriday the people of (flan', 
Kerry, and Cork showed that they had as little 
heart to make use of them at the bidding of a 
few unknown speechmakttrs as hml tlie citizens 
of Dublin to rally to the su])port of a gretni 
flag on tiu' I’ost Ofliee. And even for th s 
landing of arms the non-existene(t of the British 
tlf'i't had to lat presnpposeil. 'J'he police 
alone, if left to thenis('lv(!s instead of having 
their hands tied and their eyes handagiMl by 
an inconijH'tenl Irish ('xeentive, would long 
hefore have nainded uj> th(' )>eripat(die “ orga¬ 
nizers ” and would have put an end even to 
the thought of an armed insurnx'ticai in the 
country' districts, where the \arious ‘‘risings” 
ha<l only to be surnaaided by superior force 
and isolated on the Dublin plan to wither 



A PRISONER SINN FEINER 

On his way to headquarters. 



ARREST OF AN ARMED MAN IN SACK- 
VILLE STREET. 

away from their own essential w'eakness and 
absurdity. 

Here is an account by an eye-witiBcss of Hub 
working of the ‘‘ plan ” in a Nortla'rn county 
(which claimed to ha\‘e boeti particularly 
well organized by i’rofessor MiwXeill and his 
friends), before the news of the “ fatal counter- 
iiauiding order ” had been r(!Ceiv('d : 

'I’liirt district wiks llic scene of intent' t'xcilf’inont on 
Silt unlay evening ami Sunday in cunsefju* nct' tif (he 
le.lvent of Itu' ■ hodies of Sinn .Keiners from and 

otlier centre.s. A numlxT t»f them hon'arms. At 
on Saturday afternoon tin* first party of l>ul)lin repre- 
Hcntatives arrived l.>y the ertlinary train and marched 

1(1 .W'liere they were met liy the local lemler.s. Th<^ 

firt^t contingent, arriveil at 7 p.m., acc»>inpanicd hy pipers. 

and imirclied to-. A further large contingent 

arrived hy the midnight imiil train, mid having paradetl 
in the market sfpiare they, tot), mnrehod tt) 

Jhiring (he night signalling operation.s and fit Itl move 
inonts wt're earrit‘d out round -, and on Sniuhiy 
further eontingents conlinuod to arrive. ... A private 
eonferenee was held at noon, ami at 1. In p.m. a mott>r-ear 
arrived from J)uhliu. 'J'lie message which its oecupants 
etinveyod appeared to Imvo « vt'ry <loi)ressing elTt'et on 
the ctinferenets which immediately broke up. It hat! 
h<*cn intended to (*ainp out during the night and to 
mareh to - ♦ a stronghold t>f the movement, at duy- 

lm*ak on Monday. On the receipt of llie news from 
Duhlin. however, the eontingents were paraded and 
mareht'tl to , a tlistatiet* of ahoiit eight miles Here 
tliev met with a very eool reception from the other 
hranehe.s f)f the Nationalist movement, and one of the 
Sinn Veiners fired nwolver shots. He was promptly 














GERMAN WAR ‘ NEWS" IN NO-MAN'S LAND THE IRISH ANSWER THE ENEMY TAUNTS. 

Soon liter tlie trouble in Ireliid, the Gemia) in the trenchei oppoiite the Royil Mnniter Fniilieti pat op onlheir 
peripet two plieirdi-one referrlnj to Irelind (reprodoeed on left), end the other to the Ml of lot-el-ABiM, Mitini 
that it the litter plice the whole of the Endliih Arap hid been tihen priwneri. The Mowteti intwered the eneay 
tionti by chirdini the Gcrau trenchei end leiiind the obooiioui plicirdi, which they bore hick in trinaph. 
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niWHted, and o seiimis anrimmupo was narrowly averted. 
The Rinn Foiiiers proeeeded to the station, leaving the 
delin()uent in the hands of the police. 

Utiro, also, as in tho case eif llio Killnmey 
meeting, of which Sir Morgan O'CVinnoll gave 
eiviclence bt'fore the Royal ('eiinmission, the 
abortive “ rising" npiienrs to have been im- 
portotl by excursion train from the big towns 
and to have soenrod little if any gtsinine local 
support. Of risings that actually took plac-i' 
and lasted for a few days until news arrived of 
the collapse in Dubl'n there were three or four 
worth mention two of them, like liberty 
Hall, coining to a premature end owing to the 
imex])ect('d and paralysing npiw'araufa^ of a 
.small unit of the Hritish fleet. Oalway 
County ajipears to have been tir.st in the field. 
'I'liere is from of old a “ bhwk belt ” in Calvvay, 
W(>ll known to the police. '* If you were to 
lei off a gun in a crowd in ■ a neighbouring 
resident once iTyptically remarked to the 
|)resenl writer, “yon wouldn't mi.ss hittin' the 
rigid man." Jlewevi'r this may he, there was 
a rising in I he district on the night of Raster 
Miyiday. On 'I’liesday the towns of l^ranghwell 
and Athi'iiry were seized and the police barracks 
siirromided. 'J'he railway line's by which 
relii-f might have come from l.imerick or from 
•Athlone wore cut, and one contingent jiro- 
cei'ditig diu' we.st captured Oranmore, and 
mari'hed to the oci-ujiation of the City of 
(iaiway four miles distant. No doubt the 
pos.session of the capital of (,'onnaught with 
its line harbour anil stores would have been a 
great iwhievement for tlie I’rovisional tlovern- 
ment. anrl would have provided an open iloor 
for the fleet of Cermany—their “ gallant allj'.” 
Rut here, again, no allowanci' had been made for 
the presi'iice of the Rritish fleet. As has been 
told already, the Admiralty had reeeivtid early 
news of the sailing of (^a.sement and of the 
And, and, in consequence, the coast jiatrol 
was more alert than I'ver. Flushed with their 
ea.sy victories inland, the insurgents were 
ad\'aneing on (Inlway by llu' road which here 
skirts the shores of (lalwny Ray wlien they 
unexpectedly came under the fire of the guns 
of a destroyer w hii'h had come round from 
the harbour as soon ns the alatm had been re¬ 
ceived by the authorities there. This was no 
jiart of the “sound plan,” and the insurgents 
promptly broke and fled in the utmost confushai. 

Galway itself, it was declared, was quite 
prepared to deal with the invaders, 'rhere was 
a strongly built military barracks there, well 
placed to control the apjiroach to the town 


both by road and rail The police were also 
armed and ready, and to crown all, the citizens, 
, including the Redmond Volunteers, doclaretl 
their loyalty and made preparations to deal 
with all disturbers Not only did (lalway 
protect itself, it promptly organized a move¬ 
ment of pursuit. 'I'he police, under the leader¬ 
ship of their County rn.spector.rea<.-hed Oranmore 
in time to release the constable.s who had been 
detained in their barracks, and to hasten the 
flight of the rebels along the Atbenry road. 
Kven in Atbenry, twelve miles off, tlie Sinn 
Feiners did not feel themselves sate from the 



TAKEN PRISONER BY THE REBELS. 

A soldier who was rescued from the ruins of the 
Coliseum Theatre. He was taken by the rebels 
on the outbreak of the Rebellion, and held durinft 
the week in the Post Office. 

guns. After an attempt to hold the model 
■farm established by the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment for the nnprovemi'nt of the district, they 
continued their retreat and ultimately took 
tip their quarters, some 1,200 strong, at Mo,> <)de 
Castle, between Craughwi'll and Atbenry. Here 
they held out for a couple of ihiys, ••omnumdecr- 
ing supplies from the ncighboerhood. Getting 
no encouraging news from Dublin utid fintling 
few adherents locally, they ultimately dispersed, 
their discomfiture being emphasized by the 
arrival at Loughrea and At henry of small** 
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bodies of inilit-ary who had been landed at 
Galway or dispatchinJ by motor-ears from 
Limerick. Tlio poUcic were busy for some time 
afterwards in making ^arrests of prominent 
leaders, some being well-placed people in Galway 
City—the others Ixung of the usual <*onuu'-hoy 
conspirator criass, who had matlc th«i district- 


a by-word for two generations. This little 
episode—which is reminiHCont rather of the 
fighting days in Texas than of a town wdihin 
twelve hours of London—attrafjtod little atten¬ 
tion even in Dublin, where the newspapers 
w*?re overfilknl with descriptions of the ruin 
at their tJooi*8. The only first-hand account 
t'liat appeared w’os that sent by a sptM?iai 
corresj)ondent of T/te. Timest of which the 
following the leading jmssages : 

'Pho of Atlu'iiry, stoi'm-i'ontro of many a 

<listurlmn<‘e in iho old tlays of tnriMiJoneo. wlioro llio 
Fonian “ InvincibU's" fouiul their last foothold, wa** 
Ixaind to play a part in tlie drmna of llio last ten days; 
ln»l 1 Jittlf' sospiM'lod how strariK** tIuU juirt luul lu^en. 
itandllK in a disus(‘d <'astle, hi^jhway robbery, a race 
for life ht'tM'oen cyelists and motorists, ami a hunt for 
outlaws ainoiip: the mountains- • Ilu'se are (lie leading 
chapters j)f a story whieh. if 1 hmJ not received it from 
an miimpea<’ha.ble sonr<-e. i should have dismi-'si'd as 
iiKTedible. 

'I'he Sinn Keiners spent lousier Monday making'hoinh-. 
bate* on 'I'uesilay ni^ht (hey mnsteretl. about- I.OOtt 
strong. ont'-id<‘ lla* 'I’own Hall, arims.l Mith rifli-s, shot- 
vuii’-', jiikes, rakes, and tonr*pron^^«‘(1 pitehforks, or 
“ graip.s,” as lhi*y are called in tlicsi* parts. Only the 
*' otliccrs ” wtTi* III nnit'oriM. At tln'ir licad was a 
“ (’aptnin’* Mcliowes. who was ilcporlinl to Kn^laiul a 
month ago as an organi/er of sislition. hut s<»mi-how 
<*sciipcd. It is said that la' returncil to tlu' dittriet 
ilrcssed as a piiest. 



ON THE ROOF OF THE REBEL HEADQUARTERS. 

' Men of the Citizen Army drilling on the roof of Liberty Hall, Dublin. Smaller picture: On guard. 
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IRISH PRISONERS ARRIVING. AT KNUTSFORD, CHESHIRE. 


From tlic 'r«)\vii Hall Mh* rcln*l't man lwd to lui o\'|H*ri* 
rn<*ntal fuim of almin aorcs. not far Irorn AHa'tiry, 
carriotl on l»y i1h‘ 1 N’partiiH’iit of Anrit'ulluri*. licit* 
I lic\ passtMl iIh' nielli : uiai wIhmi ()H*y left Ihc ih'M 
altcriioon they took with them horses uml «arts UmIcii 
witli all the hiitler, (lour, and otluT foodstiitTs the\’ erathi 
liial, four tons of outs, a (|uiin(ity of hrati, atal a few 
slax'p. W'ltlaail st'rious opposition from the handful 
of police in the distn<*l they marched (t> Moyode (’usth*. 
three tn* lour milc'- •Honlh-(‘as( of tin* \ illa^^e, and took 
possoKsiou theie. 'I'Ih' cast h'. which .starals in a jairk of 
alumt l.tttKl acres, is a picturcMpie hut rather modern 
reproihiction of a lint I h’lnented ere<'per*eJad 'J'mlor 
rcsithaice. It was owned hy l^ord Ardilaim, who ilit'd 
last ^'car, hut ft>r at lea'^t IIh years it has heoii uma'cupitHl 
except l)\ caretakers. From (la‘m 1 heard that the imm 
ut're under <>\cellcnt ctmlrol. 'I’hf'y killed a score of 
lowls anti litlcretl sevt'ral naans with hay anti ruhhish. 
hut otht*rwise ditl litllt* damage. y\ jirit'st, saitl tti he 
known as Falh<*r Feeney, aeeompanictl ami etaifesseti 
them. Ftair pt'heemt‘n whom they hrounht with tliern 
as jirisont*rs were shut in t» room ovt‘i h»okin^; (In' court- 
yartl. Sixteen or sevenfetm ijirls aet'ompanied tin* men, 
ctioked (ht*ir foiai inehKiin;> the carcass of a hnllt>ek 
seizt'tl from 4.0 east it‘ t‘stat('s ami siaii^litt'n^cl in Hie 
yarti and .slept in Ha* earelaki'r’s rt)oin>. 

On their arrival at the t'aslle the rehths sent out 
st'outin^ parties ami plaetnl stnilrit's at the approaeht'.s 
lt> lint ptirk. From time to time tlu' set)iits eturie in 
t(.i rt*pt)ii ami rtM*eive ortlers. Fora^iiny parlit‘s roumli.'il 
lip a doztNi mih'li t'ow's from nei^iihoiuin^ farms ; 
others took potatoes from the Helds : titia.'rs Hetmreil 
the roiuls for travellers. Four iriolor-ears wt*re eoni- 
mumlei'nid, ami travelleirs wt're eoinp«*llt*d at the ptiint 
of the gun to hand over anything which (he rebels 
eovotod. On Tuesday half a dozen poliee eyelisfs came 
under the fire of Hie pickets near the park. 'I'hey dis- 
moiinti'd, took <‘over. and returned the lire. A few 
inoiiients later lhe\ saw l!ir<*e motor-ears (’oming ilnwti 
tlie drive. Mminting tlielr hieyeles, they rode for their 
lives tow'ards Atheiiry. Fvc'ry few yanls of the way 
were pateh<*s of uimdled *’iiietal.” and a spill meant 
eaptiiro, alive oi dead. 'I'he oi'eupnnt.*** of the pursuing 
cars tired continually at tin' fle«‘ing eyeUsls, btit tlieir 
shots went wide, L^or tiie gix'ali'r part of the thriw 
miles into the town the road was slighlly clown-hill. 


.Aiiied hy (he gradient, and goaded hy Hie ])etil hehind, 
I In* poliet'inen rode as Hiey had never ridden before. 
How th<‘y managed to dodge Hie jagged (lints ami to 
swing rouinl Hh' corners w’ithout accident they cannot 
tell. All they know is Hiat, Hianks to a start of half 
a mile or so ami a larg(‘ shar(‘ of good luck. Hiev nuiched 
•Athenry in safety only just in lime, and the rebels 
turned Viaek ('inpty-liajiih*d. 

On Friday evening a strong force' of the Sherwood 
Fon’sfers ami sev(*ral Inmdred p<jIi<‘enH*n arrivcwl in 
l.iOUghrea, .sonu' .-ix miles from Moyixle Oa.sll'. 'I’he 
iH’Ws of thi'ir coming was eo ixeye l to the cattle, it is 
said, hy a jiriest. 'rhat evening Hh' rebels punwled in 
front of the cintle ami mar<*hed off. A six miles’ 
joiiniey brought, (hem to aiioth<*r deserted mansion, 
Time Park, owmed hy a niemher of Hie Fersso family. 
'rh<‘re thi'y ludted ami def*ided to dishnnd. iJy this 
time descilions had redm'<*d their nuinhers to iiboiit 
half Hvir original strength. Hroakiiig up into small 
parties, (hoy trainpeil off homewards, hoping to eseapo 
the penalty of tlieir foolhardiiiesM. 'rinnr holies wore 
falsilied. To a man they wore known to th‘' police, 
and with Hie rc'inforeemerd.s the* latter wore able to 
roiiinl (hcmi up one by one. 'I'heir leailors made off to 
the moiiuluins of (lort, a spur of the .Slieve Aughty 
heights w'hleh runs down to (lalwny Hay about Kinvaia. 

Thn otht'r oeeasion itjxm which, to tlie diw- 
coinfittirc of the rebels, the Ih’itish Nttvy put 
in tin imexpt‘ete(l nppeftrance \v>is at Skerries, 
on the coast, somt' fifteen inilt's north of Dublin, 
a favotirite watcring-phwM' and. since nuit'ntly, 
an Admiralty Martuini station. Skerrit's is in 
North Dublin (Vainty, the constifut^ney repre¬ 
sented hy Mr. .lohn (Maney, a well known 
Nationalist of Mr. Joiin Uedinond's following:, 
vvhti had bet'n tioinp: exet^lenf- service in 
the <‘anse of r(‘oruiting since th<' outbreak 
of tlie war. But alUunigh the good folk 
of Skerries were' as loyal and poacoable as 
could be desired, there was a “ bad ” di Irict 
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lying to the south of it and on the direct 
Dublin road. Swords, Lusk and Doiiabate 
were Sinn Fein centres, and here the rising 
took place on Easter Monday according to 
programme. At Donabate an attempt was 
made to blow xip the railway bridge, but only 
a few rails wen* displaced—the “explosives 
department “ of the army of the Provisional 
Oovemment being, here as elsewhere, sadly at 
fault. Aft(*r this exploit tlits rebels adopted a 
W'aiting attitude for a time, exjwcting im doubt 
news and further directions from Dublin, when-. 


as already stated, the railwjiy was also inter¬ 
rupted in the Fail-view district. M(-anwhile a 
somewhat amusing contretemps hod occurred 
at Swords, where Mr. Clancy and some friends 
from Dublin were due to address on Easti-r 
Monday a recruiting meeting, or rather a 
“ war demonstration,” as it was called, f( r 
Skerries had done so well in the war one 
hundred recruits from one little fishing village— 
that all that was left to do was to cheer up the 
mothers and wives and sw<-ethearta left at 
home. So Skerries was en fete and all the local 



celebrities, (iiv-il and military, were out in th<-ir 
best to welcome the M.l’. and the gentlemen 
from Dublin, and to take part in the presenta¬ 
tion of certificates of honour to the represi-nta- 
tives of the brave men who were fighting the 
Empire’s bnttl<! in France, 'the m»-eting w-as 
tfiere and fhe platform and flie excif<-d crowd, 
but instead of the (-lotpient spi-akers then* only 
arrived a. .Tob’s nicsi-enger with the n«-ws that 
the country was up, the railway cut, the rebels 
in jiossession of Donabati-Station, and the train 
bi-aring Mr. Clam-y and t lu- speakers h(-ld i p 


AFTER THE REBELLION. 

Rifles captured from the rebels. Smaller picture: One of the cartridge cases supplied by Germany to the 

rebels which was found in the Four Courts. 
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AITHK THE KKUKI.LION. 

I’lkcs captured from the rebels. Smaller picture : 
(>nc of the dum-dum bullets supplied by (ierniany 
to the rebels. 

SI III [IIhti- on I lie u iiy. I ( is sot isfactors' to athi 
Hail no ono «as inncll llio worse: a loeal K.('. 
a.nil some retired Army odieers ste|i|>e(l into the 
hreaeh ; the meeting; was held, tile speeelies 
made and the cert ilieati's ot' lionoiir duly |ir(‘- 
sented to the deserviiijr. 

.Nex.1 day. however, thint's lookt'd more 
ala.nnini'. for e.onmmiiieations were hroken liotli 
to the north anil to t he sonlh, and of newspapers 
and lettjg’s there were none. Heports, tirowinji 
Its they spread, were to lh(> elfeet that the rebels 
were in possession of Dnhlin and were marehin^ 
in forw' on Skerries to ea))tnre the town and, 
above all, the Marconi station. Seviai soldiers 
and a few police were all tJie armed forces that 
eoidd he innstered, for most, of the abl(“-bodieil 
men wore at the front, but Skerries did its dut^■. 
Vhihinteers were organized and given their 
rtations by Cajitain liattersby. wonmk'd ami 
back from the front : Sergeant Ibirke, of the 
Royal Irish (’onstabulary, held the barracks 
and saw that his men had their carbines and 
sword-bayonets in oriler : the Marconi station 
wits garrisoned. Dr. Healy' and some local 
ladies fitted un tho rarru'cie lilirarv ns an 





emergi’ncy fled Ooss hospital. Tlie motto ot 
Skerries was “ No Surrender ” ! Hut just as 
tho tension was at its greatest the watchers on 
the hill saw a streak of smoke on t he horizon, 
and soon they could make' out the white ensign, 
the funnels, and the deck, crowded with troojis. 
of a destroyer tearing along at full speed to th<' 
rescue. Only a bit of hunting an<l one little 
vessel, hardly honoureil with a name in the 
Navy Idst, yet it signilied the far-rc'a.ching 
might of a great Rmpin> and reduced into 
ludicrous insimiificanoe all the boasted power 
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TAKEN FROM THE SINN FEINERS. 
Collection pf trophies which includes Oerinan 
belts, cartridges, and trenching tools. 


ivnil pliinfi of tho Provisional Covcrniiu-iil. 
licfore. tho engint's had «oll stof)|>fd, tho Ixxits 
were being niiinned and lowered, and iti half 
an liour two hundretl men of the North StalTord- 
sliires liiid rendered the signal station secure. 
Meanwhile two gunboats had made their 
appearance and ke))t watch over Skerries and 
the coast road from Donabatt'. 'Die Sinn 
Keiners thought discretion the better part aiul 
did not ^•enture to approach. 

'Die rising in tlu' district north of Dublin 
was. how'cver, one of the most serious and wiile- 
spread that- took place. At Castle Jlellingliam, 
in Omnty Lmith, between Drogheda and Dun- 
fialk. a jjarty of armed Sinn Feiners arrived in 
motor-cars and took possession of the village 
at aliout seven o’idock on Faster Monday- 
evening. 'Diere were only thri'C constables in 
the place and they were promptly seized. This 
was on the main roarl between Helfast and Dub¬ 
lin, ami several motor-cars, with |ieaeeful citi¬ 
zens returning north after attending the races at 
Fairyhouse, were stojiped and con(iscats>d, the 
oc<-upants in most cases being permitted to 
continue their journey on foot. One, however, 
who hajifiened to fwi in uniform. Lieutenant 
Dunville, was placed against the railings and 
shot- the wound, although serious, happily not 
jiroving fatal. One of the jioliccmen, however. 
Constable McGee, a Donegal man, was not. so 
fort unate, ns he was shot dead. For some reason 
the rebels hei’c seem to have }>ei‘n flurried, and 
they did not stay to complete their work. 'J'he 
murderers in this case were identified and dealt 
with by court-martial after the rising had bis-n 


quelled. There was not the slightest excuse 
for the Castle Bellingham outrages, as there had 
been no resistance and the invaders of the 
pi'aceful village had not been interfered with 
in any way. F.irther north still, in County 
'I'yrone, there were symptoms of a rising, but 
it was promptly checked by a flying column of 
three hundred juen, w'ho arrived from Bedfast 
in motor-cars just in the nick of time. Brigadier- 
General Hacki'tt-T’ain, who had assumed com 
numd in Belfast, was thus able not only to send 
1.200 men to the relief of Dublin, but to ))ut 
an effectual stop to any attemiit at a rising 
in the loyal province. The citizens promptly 
[ilaced 100 motor-cars v\'ith drivc'rs at the 
disposal of the military for use wherever 
reejuired. 

Somewhat nearer to Dublin than Skeirios— 
at a point not far from Ashbourne on the Slaiie 
road, just a<Toss the border of IMeath there 
was jK'rj let rated some fif the criK-llest work of 
the whole rising. In this ease it is believed 
that a party of Sinn Feiners from North 
Dublin were the murderers. Ashbouriit^ was 
entered and the police barracks surrouiifled. 
the nil'll gallantly holding out. 'rhe_^ alarm 



IMPLEMENTS FOUND ON A CAPTURED 
REBEL. 
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AFTER THE REBELLION. 

Travellers arrivinf! at KiniJstown waiting! for a pass outside the Town Hall. 


Iiiiving pivoii, ptirtios of ])oli<'o from 

SImio. Navnn. and Droglicdn sot out in niotor- 
oars to roliov'o llio harraoks. 'I'lio wliolt^ iorco 
«'a.s nn<lor fho oominand of t'oimt.y Inspocfor 
<!ray and District lns|)('c(or Sniitli. As the 
consfaMos and tlio drivers wore idl strant>ors 
in tliodistricl tli<‘y had to (rust to local guidance, 
and there is littli- donht that they wen! steia-t'd 
into a can'fully })lanned amhtish. The inti'ii- 
tion ha<l heen to leave the motors outside 
Ashhotirne and march into the village. 'Pla! 
noliee were, however, taken unawares in ])a.ssing 
Murough a small wood at a place calk'tl Rath- 
gate. Here a murderous fire was opened on 
them from both sides of thi' road as tlu‘ ears 
>vere trliinbing a hill. Many wt'rt.! hit at the 
(irst volley, the others got out of the cars and 
endeavoured to line the dil«'hes aiul return the 
fire, fatally handit!apped as they were by th<! 
Burprise and by superior numbers. The ri'beks 
calkxl t>n them to surrender, btil tht'y rofuswl, 
and the desperate fight was kt!|)t tip for over 
four hours till both inHpet!tor8 were down and 
the ])olioe hml finnl tludr lost cartridge. The 
two inspectors, two si'rgeants, and six con¬ 
stables were ilead. Two harmless l.ravellers 
who arrived in a motor-car while tho fighting 
was going on wore also shot dearl and fourteen 
constables were woiuidetl. Klushed with this 
success, the rebels bivouacked in the luiigh- 
bourhood of Ashbourne till the news of thi! 
failure of tho rising in Dublin arrived, when 


they, likt! their confedt'rates in laisk and Swords, 
hastily docatiiptHl. 

In the West, smith of the Athenry and Craiigh- 
wcll district, things pursued a more peaceful 
course, although then! was throughout the 
week much tension anil anxiety, (’lure was 
restless and some' expectant assembinges wen 
noticed, but an energidic County Inspector hud 
the district well in hand and nothing dangerous 
happeni'd. This may be regariied as sjipcially 
satisfactory, since Clare had ri'ceived its share 
of atlention from the Oermans in the iiiciibatioii 
stage of the luovemeirt, and it was rumour<!d 
that more than one enemy suhmarine had 
sui'ceedod in retu-hing the coast and establishing 
commiinicntion with the local leaders. It will 
be. seen on a glance at the maji that two points 
— Atblone and Limerick cover the bridges 
aero.ss the Shannon and through tlaan control 
the whole of Connaught. Athlone was promptly 
strengthi'iied by the di.sputch of a battalion of 
the Sherwood P’oresters, and caused no further 
anxiety. Limerick has always been regarded 
as a point of danger, and contains, like its neigh¬ 
bour across the Shannon, a large proportion of 
the troublesome ek'inent. Any attempt at a 
junction of forces was therefore to bo si>ecially 
guarded against. To a visitor at this time Lime¬ 
rick presenteil the appearance rather of a town 
at the front of the fighting line. Both bridgiss 
were barricaded with earthworks and barhed 
win', whilst every approach was eovenid by 
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iiiachine-pins. Detat'hmentK from two Irish 
reginionts—tho Loinstera and tho Royal Irish 
Rifles-- in regular field kit were entrusted with 
this post of honour and also guarded the railway 
station, and very fit they looked and ready to 
give a good accoiuit of themselves if called on. 
but the Clare and South Cal way mahjontents 
did not put in an appearance. Limerick City 
reinainctl quiet, althougli many scowling looks 
were to be seen in the streets. The Mayor, 
on Friday, tho 2Sfh, issiied a proclamation in 
which he appealed to tlu? <!itizens, “ with all the 
force and power w hich my wor<ls can conunond,” 
to abstain from “ anything that may result 
in exposing the Uv('s and property of the j)c^ople 
to danger or destruction ” ; and expresatsl his 


a littU' time, and seeing no other sign of the 
Irish Republic, they went home again, tho ring¬ 
leaders being arrested and their arms seized 
by tho jtolice on tho .same night. In Cork City 
the situation was a very peculiar one. There 
are three main boditia of Nationalists in the 
Southern capibil --O’Brienites, Reilmondites, 
and Sinn Feiners. There is no love lost betw<'en 
them, and in times of e.xcitenu'nt only the 
vigilance of the Royal Irish Constabulary keeps 
the factions from flying at one another’s throats. 
Uiah'r the circumstances the Sinn Feiners, not 
Vjeing very sure of t heir groumi, cither with the 
poli<’e or with their fellow Nationalists, were in 
some diflu'ulty, so tlu'y retired to their “ ar¬ 
moury ” and, behind closed doors, awaited the 



ENNISCORTHY. FROM VINEGAR HILL. \VuIentntr. 


confidence tliat he and his people would pass 
through “this time of stress and <lifficully’’ 
with “ our reputation for sacrifice and forbear¬ 
ance sustained intact.” A critical eye iniglit 
have looke<l for an appeal to loyalty rather 
than to self-interest or to “sacrifice and for- 
b(>nrance,” but, after all, nothing happened, 
and it may' be ndinittcsl that tin- Mayor of 
Limerick sal. on the fence with dignity and 
elo((Ucnce. 

Kerry and Fork, thanks to th<' Cfi.senient 
fiasco aiul the disa.ster to the Sinn Fein rnotori.sts 
at Killorglin, remained fairly (piiet except for 
the dastanlly murders in one or two placi^s of 
unarmed jKilicfemen At Castlegregory on 
Tralee Ray a hanilful of some thirty arnusl 
Sinn Feiners turned out on Easier Monday, 
hut alter wandering about disconsolately for 


coursti of events. They had planned many' 
things, including the seizure of the Fost Olfice 
an<l a march on Mallow to join hands with 
friends from Killarney and 'Tralee and the wild 
country lying to the west. But Mallow .)unc¬ 
tion was strongly' occnjiied by the military and 
there was a sipuMlron lying in Fork Harbour, 
and on the whole an attitude of inactivity 
seemed the safest 'The Bishof) anil the Lord 
Mayor interviewed them on tli<' doorsti'p of 
the armoury anil inqilored them to be reason¬ 
able, but this they firmly declined to be under 
any circumslnnccs—even under the threat (>f 
extreme ei;cle.siastieal penalties. ITItimately, 
as the Republic could not come to them and 
they could not go to the Republic, they stole 
off borne quietly in the darkness and the jailice 
took possession of the armoury and of the 
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arms. “ RpViel Tnrk ” —which in all its history 
has never rebelled - was its own cheerful st^lf 
again, and the Hells of Shandon once more 
.soiiiulcd as grandly as over on “ The pleasant 
wat.(5rs of tli<' River Lee.’' 

T«' the south of Dublin-—indeed, all along 
the line of the SoutJi-Ktists'rn Railway from 
A\'estland Row to Wexford then' were 
threatenings of st'rious trouble, but v\ith the 
exception of the Jfingsend district, tdready 
d(!alt with under Dublin, there was no real 
dang<T outside the (lori'y-Fcrns-Kiiniscorthy 
portion of V\'exford. It is really a, iwosihtous 
and iiidustrious district, who.se farming and 
g.wral appearaiKH- would be a credit to any 
country, but it has “patriotic" traditions 
dating from X'inegar Hill and I7!IS. aiul up] a- 
rently 't was thought necessary to make an 
effort to live up to th<‘m. The County of 
Wexford had been almost completely bought 
out ttnder thi‘ band Purchase Acts, and the 
effts'l was seiui in th<' social and industrial im- 
provi'inent not ieeable (everywhere. The County 
Council. maniKsI by moderati' Xationalisis, was 
spoken of as a model body, managing its local 
affairs in practieid, business fashion, and none 
of its members, or of th(‘ leading men of the 



BOX OF DYNAMITE 
Found in the General Foct Office, Dublin. 



SINN FEIN POSTAGE STAMPS. 


comity, coimtenauced th(' rising in the sinullest 
degree. The troubh' was the work of a number 
of idlers and boys, and tlie wire-pulling wiis all 
done in Didilin. Several of the Redmoi.d 
\h)lunteers in Knniseorthy and in count-y 
districts were rejiorted as joining the Sinn 
Fein Volunteers under constraint, and in om* 
district a young prii'st had a bad influence, 
but the Volunteer ('onunanding officer for the 
county not ordy placed his men in tlie town 
of Wexford at the disposal of tlio authorities 
for the maintenance of order, but issued a per¬ 
emptory notice directing tlie corps in outlying 
districts to take no part in the " fooli.shly 
rebellious movenumt.” And the Mayor ot 
Wexford, at the first meeting of the Corjiora- 
tion, jmblicly stated that every section of the 
community- shopkeepers, merchants. and 
artisans— were “ ail eager to assist the police 
and the military authorities to preserve the 
])eace and to jiroteet jiroperty.” It would, he 
felt sure, be “ the menus of further unitir g 
Nationalists and Cnionists in their determina¬ 
tion to crush any sjiirit of Gt^rmanii-m in 
Ireland, or in an\’ ))art of the Kmjdre. ’ And 
the New Ross (iuardians, unothiT Nationalist 
Hoard, unanimously ado]>ted a resolution 
denouncing the action of the Finn K(>iners as 
" outragi'ous, disgracefid, and blackguardly,” 
and tulded tiiat “ wc regard their jin-sent 
conduct as an insult to our brave and gallant 
Irishmen who have sealed the common bond 
between England and Ireland by shedding 
their blood on the battlefields of Flaiuk-rs and 
elsewhf'rc.” Such spontaneous testimonies by 
poinalarly elect(>d Hoards in one of the most 
Nationalist comers of Ireland constituted a 
sufficient answer to the action of a few firc'- 
brands whose lead(ws were strangers to the 
county, and acting pour hi lioi de I'rvmft. 

p’rom Enniscorthy and up the railway to 
(lorov attempts w<'re made to destroy tlie 
railway and the bridge's, but without any 
pt'rmanont success. Ferns was occuiiied an<i 
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stores coinniaiideored, and betwooii Ferns 
and Knniscortliy tidegraplis were cut, roads 
brok -ii, and tr<^es cut down and used as barri- 
e.ades. Enniscorthy was occupied in fonte, and 
here, in contrast to Wexford, some of the more 
irresp()nsil)le of tlie townspeople were rej>orfod 
to have given “ aid and comfort ” to the rebels. 
Hut the rising only lasted for four days, and no 
great damage was done. 'J’he police, besieged 
in their barracks, hi-ld out for the whole time, 
as (he County Insjiector was able to report to 
the Royal Commission. As soon as the troops 
began to arrive at Ro.s.slar(' and Waterford, 
they were brought up the line to thc> scene of 
trouble and tla? rising >»as over. Colonel 
Freiurh, who was in command of the military, 
had acted t}ir«)Ughout with botli firmness and 
tact and thus avoided bloodshed. NMu'ii he 
felt strong enough he sent in a message to the 
rebels, telling them of the failure in Dublin 
and giving them a fixed period in which to 
surrend('r. Some of tlx' leaders were inclined 
to doubt the facts, and to hope for relief, and. 
still anxious to avoid the lussessity of shelling 
the town. Colonel French undi-rtook to s«-nd 
an envoy to Dublin by motor-car, to see for 
Jiimsclf atul to report to his comnwies in mis- 



La/aytUci p. H. PRARSE. 

The Rebel ('ommenderdn-Chief and President of 
the Provisional Government. Condemned and shot. 



SEAN MACDBRMOTT. 

One of the signatories to the Rebellion manifesto. 
Condemned and shot. 


fortune. When tlx* messenger returned the 
r('b<'l.s, who, as in historical duty bound, had 
occupied Vinegar Hill, still dis|)layed sonx' 
hesitation, but a single shell s<’nt over the hill 
producetl a sj)eedy capitulation. The account 
of the final s(s'ne. as sent by a special corre¬ 
spondent of tilt' Diiilfi AJail, gave a vivid idea 
of the final <lispositif)n of the troops. Guns 
had been moved up, and an armonretl train had 
Ix'cii hastily prepared as a protection against 
snipers. Writing from the military (aimp south 
pf Kimiscortliy, the correspoixleiit said : 

11 was a liomc-miKlf jiiachinc slung l(n»olhor 

hurruHlly. }>ul \(Ty cfft'ctivf'ly, mu iiiatf'i’ial.H hiiml. 
It cfiTisisicd (jf an ancicMit .si ill icojiMi' »‘ngiin‘ 

in ihc jinmd chav^rf' nf ii richiy-liumonMi.s Hiltcniian. 
'riicpf' w<T(‘ twn or tlircf' Ml4‘cl IrncUs sluicklntl in iht> 
•‘jigim*. arnimtn‘il vvilli lni.stil> •jiicrcctl shect.s t>f mm, 
and ihi* wholn aina/tng c(»ntntplion wa.K [nviiHod .slaift 
col<mr. In the hiiid«‘rinost truck n tackle of KcalTold- 
polcs hail been erected fnr the .slinging ahoarrl of a eonple 
of quiek-hrerK, and guarding these handy and inohile 
v^eajmiis was an einergcne's' emw of pla<*id 'roinmif's. 
ftiK' of wiiorn was <mjoying the Hunsliiia* and tJie rest 
by Hauling a tattered ropy of that bterary inasterpieew 
“ 1’he VaiiislKid Itride.” )l will take me a l<Mig tiino 
tf* h>rg<it the liowildering effeet of tiiis ineongmons 
seone- a khakidadtm armtmre<l train fmdeavonring to 
a^lvortise its irnportanee, mingled with priosts atul 
peasants, ehnndi l>(>lls, IjHhf'rrnen, primroHes, and 
speeklod front. Ih'f^sently ii bell tinkled muKieally in 
the adjaeent signabbox, a huge Iti.shman with fringtMl 
whiskers stut^k his lioad out of the wind(»w, ealh*<l “ Hight 
away!” Then anothf‘r war scom^ inovisl into vi«w— 
two trains, one of artillerymen nn<i horses, an<l the f>th(‘r 
with the guns and Umbers of a ligltl field baflttry with 
easem of ammunition piled on (rucks, and (he rear 
brought up by a huge 15*poiin(hT with its grey snout 
coekod skywards looking for trouble. T'jmiu the truek 
bearing this moiister was seribhletl in chalk, so that all 
could HOC, the words, “ To Knniscorthy.” 

The n.bolH surrendtTod, hIx of th** headers 
were arroHted and the remainder sent olT to their 
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JAMES CONNOl.l.Y. 

'I'be Rebel Commandant-General, Dublin Division. 
(Condemned and shot. 


lioiiK's. And the edieial report of KniUKCorthy 
rLsing ends witit tile words: “There were no 
eitsiiidties " ! 

All this time in Diihlin General Maxwi'll Inul 
been tightening liis grip on lh<‘ ri'hels wlio .still 
la-ld out at t he I’ost Otliei', the Konr Courts, 
Hingsend. .laeob's biseiiit factory, the South 
Dublin Cnion, and the College of Surgeons in 
SI. Stephen's Green. Tlu' gi’eat Saekville 
Street (ire broke out on thi' afternoon of 
Thnrsdiiy. (he 271h; Kelly's Fort, at the foot 
of Saekville Street, had shari'd (he fate of 
J.,iber(y Mall, and shells were beginning to 
burst in (la: I’ost Olliee and Moland’s Mill. 
No hope in any ipiartcr. I’eiU'se, as Coni- 
inander-in-Chief and J’resident, appears to 
have ki'pt n|i hope till now. but on ( he morning 
of Friday, (he 28th, he i.ssned (he valedictory 
bulletin to vvhieh reference has already been 
made -that referring to (he "fatal eoimter- 
manding order.” It was an admis.sion of com¬ 
plete defeat. “ We are.” he said. “ busy c<im- 
pleting arrangnnents for the final ilefenet' of 
la'iMhpiarters. and are determiia'd to hold it 
while the buildings last.” (’onnolly, on the 
other hand, the ” Commandant-General of ( he 
Dublin division.” although alri'ad.v vMiunded, 
inotle, oji the same day, another d('S[)erate 
attempt, in a bulletin recounting imaginary 
victori(» and ijroclaiming sjas'dy Kucce.ss, to 
rally the ontiving positions to further effort. It 
wits never deliven'd— O’Rahill.v. who endea- 
vourtxl to carry it through the cordon, being 


shot down. As the completcst account of the 
rebel positions, and as an illustration f)f the 
mentality of the leiuler of the Citi/en Anny, 
as distinct from the more educatcsl Sitin 
Feiners, the leading pas.sage.s of this the last 
utteraius' before surrender are worth giving : 

lh'ad(iuarli'r«, 

.\liril 2S, l!»ltl. 

’!’(» Si>i.iaKKS : 

'I’ln.s is tlie fifth flay of tlio eslahli.shaiftil of the Irish 
]{f:jmf)li(‘, aiM.1 tlif: flag f>f tmr couiilry still fhntts ovt'r 
the itiost iia[>orlaiit huildiiigs hi iinhliti, anti is gallantly 
protoc.tt'fl hy the otlieers and Irish soldiers in arms 
thronghont the eonntry. Not a day passes without 
seeing fresh postings of Irish soldiers eager to flo battle 
for the old oanse. 

Jtesjiite the utmost, vigilanee of the enemy we have 
been aide to get information telling ns how' the maniiood 
of Ireland, inspired hy otir splendid aetions. are gathering 
to offer up their lives, if neeessary, in the same luil.v 
cause. We are here liemmed in the (1.!*.<>. Iiecutt.s<» the 
enemy feels tliat in this hniUiing is to he fontal tin* 
heart and ins)iiration of this great movement. 

'riie Hritish Army, whose exjiloits we are for ever 
liav'ing dimied into oor ears whieh hoasts of hav'ing 
stormefl tin' Dartlanelles and the tlerman lines on the 
Marne, hehinfl tlieir artillery and niaehine-gnns are 
afrahl to attaelf or storm any jtosition held hy our 
forces. The slaughter they sntferefl in the first few 
days has totally unnerved (hem. and they dare not 
again attempt an infantry attack on our positions. 

Onr (.'ommanilants around us an* holding their own. 
t'ommandant Daly’s splendiil -exploit in eai>turing 
Linen Hall Harraeks* w'e all know. You must know 

• ’This vvas a disused harraek, last oeenpied by tlio 
Army Pay Dlliee. and set on lire hy the rebels. 



SHEEHY SKEFFINGTON. 
Shot at Portohello Barracks, Dublin. 
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also that the^whole i»ppuIatioh, both aud laity* 

of this district are ubitcKl tu hiit praise. Oioinuiamiaiit 
lVlacT)onagh is cstaf>UHhod in an .itnpregnablr ])OHiiion 
rwhing frpm th** walls of Castle t<» Hodnuind’s 

iiill and from Bisliop Street to Stephen’s Green. 

In f^tophoiiN Green CvOinmatidani Mallin KoUIk the 
l\>ltege of Shivo6iis; one si(lt» {>f the stpjare, a portion of 
Die other ^de, and donuiiat<‘H lh(' whole (.Ireen aiaf atf its 
e Uranepaand exits. 

Oommahdaiit do Valera stretches in a j)osi(ion frojii the 
Ga« Works to AVestlaud Row, hokllitf^ Roland’s Bakt'ry, 
Boland’s Mill. Dublin and South-Kastcrii Railway Works, 
and dominates Merrioii R<iuarc, 

Gomiiiandant Kent hiOds the South l)ul»lin XTnion and 
GuiniieK.Vs Buildings to Marrowbone Lmie. and controls 
JaineHtni’s Distillery and district. Gn two oeeasions the 
enemy effecteil a lod^^nn^nt and wen* driven out with great, 
loss. 

'The men of North County Dublin are in the fi<*ld, has e 
occupied all the jjoJiee barrtltks in the tUstrict, destroyed 
all the lolegrajdi system on the Groat Northern KaiUvay 
tip to I>undRlk. and art* operating against t he 1 ruins of thtf 
Midland Great W'estern. 

Dundalk has sent 20tl men to march upon Dublin, and 
in the other parts of the North our forces are actit o and 
growing. 

In Galway Captain Mellowos. fresh after his escape 
from an Irish prison, is in the field w'ith us : WN>xford aiul 
Wicklow are atrong, and Cork and Korr^’ are equally 
acquitting themselves creditably. 

W'e have every confidence that our allies in G<*rmany 
aud kinanteu in America are straining ov<’ry nerve to 
hasten matters on tiur beliah. 

(’ourage, boys, wu are witiiiing, and in the hour of 
victory let tis not forgot the splendid women who have 
everywh**re stood by ns and <*heer*'d us on. Ni’ver had a 
wofiian a grarKhrr <*au8«? and never was- a cniisc* more 
gratidiy served. 

Jamkh C0NN01.l,Y. 

Com ma u dau f- Gr nrral 
Dublin lHvi»ion. 

'ri«' next day. the Post Oflice being by fhi.s 
tiiiu* on tire, Poarnf* sent, out a messenger saying 
lu' was rc'iuly to snrrendtT. was naturally 

some delay in couununieating with t)ie mithori- 
ties and in seeuring the signed eonsent of tin* 
other rebel li*aders at ht'adqiiarbTs. Kiimlly . 
at two p.m., Pearst' snrrendt'nMl uneonditioo- 
ally and was brought before (ient'ral Maxwell, 
iji whose preseiiff he signed the final eapitula 
tion. At sov(‘H o'elock a dtqeeted prtKession 
disufrmed and worn-otii men with n wJiittr 
flag at their head made their appearanei* in 
Satikville Street and were taken in eharge by 
an armed escort: they were iiumda^d tlown 
tht' minted and still sinonldering street and dis- 
«.ppean‘d along Westinort'Iand Stretd in th(‘ 
direction of Trinity (V>llege, ^^here, in fhe 
(M,)nrtyards, they wt?re sort-ed out. for imprison¬ 
ment or dejMjrtation. 

I'he tenns of the surrender, as sigix'd in tJ»e 
prinscncc' of th(' general eommandijig, wer<* as 
follows : 

In order <o pn^vent the further Hiatighler of J)uhlin 
eit iKena aud in the ho ];)0 of raving the livoK of our followers 
now Hurrouiided nn<l hopelesHiy tiutnuin tiered tli© members 
of the iVuviRional Government now present At head- 
quarters have agreed to an uncondifional surrender, and 


the OommandaniH of the varioxis distriots in the City and 
Country will order their Commands to laydown anns. 

r. H. PtABfIE, 

29tli April, 1916, 
3.45 p.m. 

Th<! ab<)V(' WHS typpwritb'ii on a Iarg<! sliw't 
trt’ paper, (’oiuiolly and MiveDonagli wrote tlioir 
submissions with tlieir own hands lower down 
on tile same sheet. 

I agr<*e to these conditions for the men only uiuler iny 
own eornmaud in tin* Moore StriHit District, and lor Iho 
men in the Slephon’a Grt*on Command. 

JAMS8 C’ONNOM.V. 

On consultation with Commnndmit Ceannt (Kent) ami 
other otlieers I have decided to agree* to uncoiulitioiml 
surrentlor also. 

Thomas Ma^-Donaoii. 

De V'alera, w)io commtniiled at Bolatu]’.s Mill 
(the Rinffsend distriet) and who eomiiliiinc'd 
bitterly that “ if only t he p«‘ 0 ])lr had e.ome out 
with knive.s and forks ” tlwy minlit liavo won. 
did not surrender till the next day ; and fhe 
Kour Courts, the South Oublin I'nion. .laeob's, 
and the (College of Surgeons followed suit. 
'J’here was still seattered fighting and sni))iiig 
from roofs for soino days afterwanls. 'J’he 
(listriot at the back of tju? Four Courts—a rabbit 
warren of some of the worst slums in Dublin— 
v\as still a .source of trouble, and a good deal 
of blood was shed before com|)lel(i order 
restored. Rut t}i<‘ ri.bellion was o\i.i'. 
^\'hat the deaths and injui'ies resulting from 
this miul outbreak amounted to is a point that 
will probably never be aecurab'ly known : the 
hospitals wen. overwhelmed : no exact record 
was possible either there or at the eemeti.ries, 
wliilsl. many wt're probably covered up in llie 
blazing ruins or buried secretly. Of j.oliee ami 
sokliers the of1i(.iHl casualties were ■179- 127 
killed and :tr>2 wounded. Amongst persons 
ela.ssed as ‘■civilians'’ there wered.9;i() casual¬ 
ties reported 2(19 being killi d. Ilow man\ of 
these were rebels in arm.", and how many were 
imioeent victims <if bullets from either side 
there is no means of knowing, as proper identi- 
lieation was in many cases not forthcoming. 
.Many civilians, police and soldiers, as we Imse 
se(‘n, wf're shot during tiie first two days, before 
the systematic military repression began, 'ria' 
tlamage to property by fire was estimated by 
the Fire Rrigade at £2.500,000, but that sum 
naturally only eoNcred premises aud 8t(x;k, and 
took no a<‘<.ount of busiimsses ruined and of 
th(' titiK' that must elaf>se btO'ore a fresli start 
could bo made. 

The Burrende.r of the Provisional Oovern- 
ment at the Ceitoral Post Office, involving as 
it tlid that, of the Macdonagh-Kont Com- 
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AT RICHMOND BARRACKS, DUBLIN. 
Arrival of a prisoner under escort. 


The public were not left long in suspense u« 
to the result of these trials—and here the j5ro- 
ee<lure adopted differed from that of the 
Young Ireland and the Fenian rebellions, in 
which instances prolonged public trials witii 
speeches and <lemonstrationa served to kc-ep 
up a state of unrest for months after the rising 
had been suppressed. In the course of the 
we<'k it was aimouimed that all t.h<^ seven 
signatories to the robellion manifesto (.'larkt', 
Macilerinott, Macdonagh, I*. H. Poarse, K. Kent, 
('onnolly, and J. Plunkett—had b(‘en contlemned 
and shot. Seven others who had taken a 
particularly prominent part in the rebellion 
f>r in the o\itrages wliieh accompanied it— 
E. Daly, M. tl’Hanraban, VV'. Pears**, Maellride, 
Colbert, Mallin, and Ht'uston --had met with 
the same fate. Fifty-live others, including 
the Countess Markieviciz, were convicted and 
sentemced to de*ith, the penalties being com¬ 
muted to various terms of penal aerv-itude or 
imprisomnent. One other, William Kent, was 
convictefl of the murder of a head constable 
near Forraoy, in the County of Cork, and shot. 
Of those reprieved seven received life sentences, 
lorty-seven were sent to penal servitude for 


shorter period.s, and s*'veral w<>ro sentenced to 
impri.sonm<!nt for froin one to thri'o yeiu-s 
On May 11 Oeneral ]Vla.\-wctl issued an official 
notice stating that “ the trials by court-martial 
of those who took an actual part ir* the rising in 
Dublin are practically finisht?d.” And h<? 
addcil that: 

In viow of tho gravity of tho rebellion anfl its coii- 
iKM'tiou with Oermari intrigue propagHrida. and in view 
of tlie groat los.s f>f life aufl ilosiructiou of result ¬ 

ing therefrom, the (loneral Ollieer Commouding-in-Ohiof 
has found it- iinporati ve to inflict- the mfist severe* bOiitoiiee.s 
on (ho know’ll organl’^erH of this flctestablu riMing and on 
those oorumtinders who took an aotivo part in tho actiml 
figl^^ing w'hieli occurred. It is hopf*d that tlieso cxiimpIe.K 
ivill lie siiffieioril to uef n.s a deterrent on intrigiiors and to 
bring home to thorn that tho murder of liis JilajestyV liogo 
subjoetM or other iwtts oalenlaled to imperil tho safety of 
the n*alm will not be tolerateil. 

An Advis<iry Committee was appointed to 
eonsi<k*r the eases of otht'rs detained, and, on 
the ground that very many of those who took 
part m tho rising " believed that they wore 
being called up *>n Monday f<jr a route march,” 
about a thousand of them were released without 
further punishment. As tho courfs-martiul 
were private and no report of the evidence was 
mode public, there was not unnaturally a 
certain outcry in politu^al circles, and wilil 
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®*®8g<'r8'tions about the aupprenHion of the 
rebellion in “ torrents of blood ” had been 
heard in irresponsible quarters. But it was 
not even suggested that anyone was con¬ 
victed by court-martial who hatl not taken 
port in the rebellion or in the preparations 
for it. As regards those sentenced to death 
there was no dispute—-the crime was flagrant 
and avowed. 

There were, however, two instances in which 
serious complaint was nuuie, ami where it 
was recognized that further enquiry should 
be held. The first was that of Mr. Sheehy 
SkelTington, whoso case has already been 
alluded to. We have .stsm that Skoffington, 
who liad b(H'n at the I’ost Office, the seat of 
the rebel government, left that building on 
the Tuesday afternoon, posting up on his way 
notices calling f)n the citizens to “ police the 
streets ” and pnivc'ut looting. Whilst engaged 
on this he was arrested, and with two others 
eondiie.ted to I’ortobello Barracks, round 
which there had been severe fighting. The 
]>laco was ludd, uiuler circumstances of gr<'at 


stress and strain, by a small garrison of the 
Royal Irish Rifles. Early next morning the 
three prisoners were taken from their cells 
by order of the officer in cliargc and shot 
without trial. Tins officer retained his com¬ 
mand for several days, when, some of the 
circiunstancos having transpired, he was placed 
under arrest and ultimately tried by court- 
martial. There was no denial of the facts, 
and the unhappy officer—who was bac'k from 
the front after being wounded, and who had 
obviously acted under groat mental excite¬ 
ment—-was found guilty of murder, being 
insane at the time. He was removi'd to a 
criminal lunatic asylum to lie detained during 
His Majesty’s pleasure. Later on, in view of 
further coinjilaints from Mr. Skeffington’s 
friends, the Prime Ministi'r aimouuced that he 
jiroposisl to set up a Government inquiry into 
all the circumstances of the casi*. 

In the second instance the military wen? 
accused of unnecessary violence and blood¬ 
shed whilst forcing their way through the 
North King Street quarter in order to comjilete 



COURT-MARTIAL AT RICHMOND BARRACKS, DUBLIN. 
Maj.-Gen. Lord Cheyletmore, President, and Mr. Kenneth Marshall, Jud|{e>Advocate, 

arriving at the Court. 
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tlu* (rorclon round Uu' r<*l)oI ))OKi(ion in llu* Four 
('ourtM. it was iillogod that in a c-ertain puldiiv 
liouse they ha»l shot mon wlio were* not in robot 
ttniform and luwl taken no part in tla* fighting. 
In this oaso, c^o!ni)laint taiving boon inudt*. in 
Varliainonf, the Prime Minister directed a 
careful investigation, which \\aK hold, and the 
result announced in the ]Touso of (’onnnons 
in the following ttTins : 

'I’ho eoia’Iiixion arriv<'(l a1 » full heuriiig in all the 

ouMes was that the deaths oeeurre»| in tlie eonrse nf 
(‘ontiuuouH and desjjoralo street and tK>iise.to-lHatKO 
fi^ditiiip:. which lasted for nearly two days, and in which 
(he soldiers were constandy expowal t«> sniping from (he 
windows and roofs of tho houses. There euji ho little 
doubt that some men who were not taking an actual part 
ill the fighting were in the course* of the struggk* Uill<*d hy 
both rebels and soldiers. But after enndiil inquiry it is 
impossihle to bring home responsibility t(' any partienlar 
person or braly of pfjrsons. 

Furtlier pressed, Mr. Asquith added (hat. 
havdng had experience of such niath'rs in the 
past, tie had naid the proceedings at these 
inquiries and did not think that any partiality 
of any kind was shown. All tho persons con¬ 
cerned were invited to attend. If he thought 


tnit I would he elucidated and rcsjxnisibility 
hrouglit home liy any further iiKpiiry lie wdiild, 
in the interest not only of the public but ahso of 
the Army, direct that it should he held ; hut ho 
had come to tho conclusion, after carefully 
weighing the facts, that a further iiKpiiry wouhl 
not letul to any ilifforent eonelusion. 

It will ho admitted that it could fairly ho 
claimed by the military authorities that there 
was newer in liistory a reht'Ilion so hitter and 
bloodthirsty suppressed with less violence and 
punished with less rigour. In his oflicial report 
to Field-Mar.shal French (May 2.'>, ItIKi), Sir 
John Maxwell had the .satisfaction of saying : 
“ I am ahlo to report that the cfinduct. of tho 
trotips was adiuirahle; their cheerfulness, 
courage, and good discqilino, under the most 
trying conditions, was excellent. Although 
doors and windows of shops and houses had to 
be brfiken open, no genuine case of looting has 
been n'porteil to me, which I coiLsidor reflocits 
the greahist credit on all ranks.” And after 
acknowledging the great assistance he had 
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reciuvod from tlio clergy of all derioiruiiatioriB, 
medical iiicii, nurscK, and tolograjih and 
phono op<^ratorH wiio hatl continuously per- 
fomied their duties, often in cireiiinstanc('s of 
grt^at danger, (Jonoral Maxwc^ll c(»n<*luded: “J 
am glad to be able to ret^ord my opinion that^ 
the fet'lings of the bulk of tlu^ citizens of J^ublin 
iKjing against the Sinn Feiners niatt'rially 
influenced f he collapse of the Rebellion.” 

In a st^parat(‘ report to the Se<T<^tary of States 
for War (General Max\v(‘ll said tluit ho thought 
it <lesirable to dinjct attention to tlu^ difticult 
c(»nditions under \vlii<'h the troops had to act: 

(J) Tho robollioiL l)i>gnii by Simi Koiiiors. prosuimoly 
actitig fjnlorji. sliouting iii cold hlo<Kl ccriaitj aotlicpH 

ami policemen: ftimultanooui^ly they «»cc\mi«M| houses 
along the rontoH into tho Cit 3 ’ <if Dublin wliioli wore likely 
to be used by troops taking up posts. 

(2) Mo*-’! of the rebels were not in any u!»iform, amt by 
mixing with potveoful citi/mis made it aliiiost irnpos* 
mhl(5 for the troops to distinguish betwof'ii fri» nd and foe 
until lirt> was ».»(>ened. 

(3) In man^' <'»uses troops liaving ])aHSod along a slrrM't 
siMuningl.v <>ceupi<Ml b^’ harinb'sis pt«i[»Je were su<ld«*nlv 
fired upon from behind from windows and roof tops. 
Sm'h worn the eonditions when reinforcements eom. 
ineiM'od lo arriv e in Dublin. 

(4) Whilst figbtnvg eotUimie.i under con<lition.s at oiicc 
so confusi'il and so trying, it is ))Ossible that some inno¬ 
cent persiuis were shot. Jt iriust be remembered that the 
slrug: 4 k' was in rnan v eases of a hrmse-t o-housc <‘haracttn', 
tliat MU[>ing was continuous and very persistent, aiul 
that it was ot!<‘n extremely (titVienll to distinguish 
het\v<*eti tljose who wt»r<‘, or hii I Ihmui. firing upon flu* 


t roops and thoH(« wlm had for various renKons chosen to 
Tv^main on tho seoiio of tho fighting, instioad of leaving the 
houses and passing through t he cordons. 

(7) 'Phere have b(M3ii numerous incidents of doliborato 
shtwting on ambulancoH, and thoso oouragoous persons 
wdio voluntarily came otit to at tend to I ho wounded. 'J’he 
(/ity Fire llrigarfe w’hon it turned otit in cevnsequence of 
incondiary fires wore fired on and hail to retire. 

(10) Artillery firo wos only used to rodiico the harri 
cades, or against a particular house known to bo strongly 
held. 

(I4) Icannot imagine a more <11 IficuU situation tlian that 
in which f he troops were placet! : mo.st of those cnipl(} 3 ’’(‘d 
being draft-finding battalions or young Territorials from 
FnglaTid wlio ha«l no knowledge of Dublin. 

Under tliu circum^tanoea i consitler Die troops as a 
wliolo behaverl with the greaf<‘st restraint am! carricil 
otit their disagreoablo and dlslaslofiil duties iii a manner 
which reflects (he greatest credit on their discipline. 

(19) T w'ish to emphasize that the responsibility for the 
loss of life, however it oocuiTod, tho doslructioii of pro- 
])erfy and other lossog rests entirely with those wlio 
enginoore<l this njvolt, and w'ho, at a time w'hcn (he 
Kmpire is engaged in a gigantic atriigglo, invited the 
H'^sisiance and c«) 0 [MTation of the Germans. 

Tlioro still ivnciincd ont^ prisoner (It'oply 
implicated in the rising who had not biH?n 
brought befon^ the courks-mnrtial, it being 
thought better that he sJiould hnv<5 a inorr< 
formal and tleliborat^J trial before the High 
(kuirt in London. On May ir>, three weeks 
after his landing in Kerry, Sir lioger (.‘astuiient 
was brought up at How Str<»ot police court 
and charged \>ith treason. With him in tiu' 



THE PREMIER'S VISIT TO DUBLIN. 

Mr, Asquith leaving Richmond Barracks after interviewing rebels. 
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dock appeared the prisoner Bailey, who had, 
accompanied lum from Liinbvirg to Berlin, and 
from VVilhclnn.shaven in his submarine journey 
to the Kerry coast. The evidence produced 
wa-i of the simplest and most direct kind -- 
proof that (.'asoment was a British subject : 
that ho had approached the Irish [)risoners in 
Limburg (’amj) and endeavoured to seiluce 
them frotn their allegiance and tofonnan *• Irish 
Hrigtwle ” to tight against England with 
(ierman arms and ocpiipmetit; that in jjursu- 
ance of this scheme he had landed in Ireland 
jjrovided with anus, war maps, signalling appa¬ 
ratus and a secnit code, and accompanied by a 
ship louilcd with anus and explosives sent by the 
(Ierman (lovermnent to provoke and assist an 
insurrection. In Bailey’s case there was put in 
p. signed statement which ho had made to a 
police ins|)ector in Kerry, and in which he 
admittc'd the material facts wliilo disclaiming 
any troast)nable intc'iit. Both were committed 
for trial on the full idiargo, and in due ctmrse 
came, up for trial before a Court composed <jf 
the Lord (Uiicf .lustice of England, Jlr. Justice 
A\-orv. and Mr. .lustice Horridge. The Crown 
was repre-Honted by the Attorney-General and 
tlie Solicitor-General, and the Coimsel as.signed 
to Sir Koger Casement were Mr. Serjeant 
Sullivan, K.C., of the Irish Bar, and Mr. 


Artomus .Tones. In addition. Professor J. H. 
Morgan, Barrister-at-Law, and Mr. W. F. Doyle, 
of the Philadelphia Bar, had permission to 
a-ssist in the defence of the prisoner. In the 
case of Bailey the Crown occephid his plea that 
he had acted as an innocent agent; no evidence 
w'as called, and he was formally acquitted by 
the jiu-y. 

Casement’s case, which came first, occupii' I 
the (Aiurt for four days, much of the time being 
occupied by the speeches and the legal argu¬ 
ments, as there was no di.spute about the facts 
and no witnesso.s wore called for the defence. 
An attempt was made by the defence to quash 
th<' indictment on the ground that it disclosed 
no offems' known to the law and triable by that 
Court. The treason charged was the act of 
adhering to the King’s enemies elsewhere than 
in the King’s realm, and it was argued that in 
the statute of Edward III., under wdiich the 
indictment was laid, the words : “ If a man be 
adherent to the King's ouomies in liis realm, 
gix-ing Iiim aid and comfort in the realm, or 
elsewhere,"’ meant that the overt utd mu.st he 
committed within the realm and not elsowh re. 
The Court, however, unanimously refused the 
motion to quash, the Lord Chief Justice holding 
that the Act of Edward 111. was a ileclaratory 
Act, that it was an offence to adla're to the 



AT A REVIEW IN TRINITY COLLEGE PARK. 

A ifroup at the salutiii)( baae—Left to rijht: General Maxwell, Lady Wimborne, Mr. Asquith, 
Mist Grosver.or, Mr. Bonham Carter (Mr. Asquith’s private aeoretary), and General Friend. 
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GENERAL MAXWELL. 
Commandin|!-in-Chief the Forces in Ireland, in¬ 
specting Volunteers. 

Smaller picture: Inspecting the Irish Automobile 
Club Ambulance. General Friend in rear. 

Kind’s enomios within fh« ri'ulin or without (ho 
roalin, an<l that i( was oqunlly “ mlhoring within 
(ho ri'ahn ” to tho King’s onomios by giving 
thinn aid and ('oinfort without tho realm. Tlie 
point, it may bo added boro, was taken to tho 
(!ourt of Appwd, where it wa.s again argued 
before! a st rong Henoh, consisting of Mr. .Justici! 
Darlingwith Mr. .lustico.s l$ra_v. A. T. Lawrence. 
Scrutton, and Atkin. Mr. Serjeant Sullivan 
ri'poatcd his argument at length, but tho Court. 
<lid not (iail on tlu' Attorney-tieneral to reply. 
Whilst distdaiming any disr<!sp<!(!(. to Mr. 
Sullivan, whose argunu'ut “had bec'u <'xcoed- 
ingly well considered, and was in e\ery wa_\’ 
worthy’ of tho greatest trtulitions of the King’s 
Courts,’’ Mr. .Justice Darling for himself and 
his colleagues hold that the point must fail. 
“ W(! tliink,’’ ho said, “ that if a man be 
adherent to the King’s enemies in his realm by- 
giving to them aid and comfort in liis realm, 
or if ho bo adherent to the King’s enemies 
elsewhere—that is, by giving to them aid and 
comfort elsowhi'ro—hi' is equally adherent to the 
King’s enemies, and if he is so adherent to the 
King’s enemies, he commits a treason which 
the statute defines.’’ 

As regards the facts of the case. Casement— 


w'ho was pormitti'd to address the Court twice. 
oiK’e before his Coonsel's tuldre.ss anil once 
after the inevitable verdict of guilty had been 
delivered and hefori' sentence was passed— 
contented himself with .statements mainly 
irrelevant. He denic'd that he had taken 
“ German gold,’’ or that he had advised Irish¬ 
men to fight with Germans or for Germans. 
“ An Irishman,’’ ho said, “has no right to 
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fight for any land hut Ireland.” . Ho luwl 
touched n|)on tfioso lunfters, he said in conclu¬ 
sion, because they wore calculatc'd to 
on his tionour and thus to tarnish tlie cause he 
held dear. In his second staUunent th<' 
jirisonor was more polil ical and more rhetorical. 
Ho spoke of “judicial assassination,” and 
declarect that the shituto of Kdward HI. had 
no newer over him, hocauso “ the kings of 
England as such hail no rights in Ireland up 
to the time of Henry VHI. This Court,” hi* 
<teidared. “ is to mo. an Irishman, a foreign 
Court.” In Ireland alone, lie argued, was 
loyalty to one’s country hold to he a crime. 
And in conclusion he said with much emphasis 
and c<arn(<stn€i.ss : 

Whoa all your ri)j:hts liccoinr only an aconmnlaUsl 
wrong : whom men most l>cg with butetl hronth for leave 
to subsist in thoir own lainl, to think fhi-ir own Ihotights, 
to sing their own songs, garner the frnil of their own 
lobours. anti even whilst they beg to set' things inextirably 
w'ithlieltl from tlntiu : ttien surely it is a hraver, a saner, 
anti a truer thing to he a reliol than tamely to iM*i;e|it it 
as the not lira! lot. of man. 

This final outburst provoked a remonstrance 
from Mr. T. W. KoIIoston, a wt*Il*known voterun 
Irish Nationalist, who iitterwl a public prott^st 
apainst. a statement calcHilatetl to <*onvey an 
iitjpression so childislily at variance with 
eltjiuentary tr\ith: 

How amuzingly unlike tlu' reality [wrntf' Mr. Rf>lle.‘<toTi] 
iw this picture of modem Ireland ! Apparontly ther«' are 
Iri«hm<*ri Htill uttcirly unaiilo io malize that they no 
lonirer live under Iho shaflfiw of the Teua} Laws, It is tho 
plain, ineoutrov'erfihle fu-et that there is nothing? on earth 
to prevent any Irishman from Hulisistinp in his own land 
and parneriii)]; the full reward of his labours. Homo 
elasHCK of Irishmen are better protected in this respect 
than any of die corret^pondiug cla^iios in Great Britain. 


. . . As fur the Celtic wing of th i Irish revival, the 

(Government, as everyone knows, luis lihf'rally etMluwjsl a 
National T 'niversit y wliieli has )>erfect freeflom of inlernai 
control. It has made the Irish language an ohligat(»rv 
subjoct for ma(riculatif>n. and has ui»poitited four pro. 
fe.s.sors. une of whom wa.s I'resiihad of the Irish ^’<ll^lIl. 
leers anil another the foundt'r and I’re.alenf of th<i 
(Jaelie LeagiM', to promote nt haiidsotiK' salarie.s tia* very 
studif's which Wf^ are told are banned uiHit*r I'higlisli rule. 
Jh*dd<‘s this, tho I each tog of (taolic in tin' ,\at ioiiai Sclmola 
has f(fr many years Ikhui subsidized from Imperial funds 
to the ( Line of to a year. 'I’liere is indciiMl 

no limit to the sub.sitly exc<‘j»( in the r(*adin('ss of parents 
and school-inanug'ers Io tal«‘ atlvfintage of it. 

Home Rule may i|o a great deal for irehmd. and 1 hope 
aiui b«’lievo it will. But more personal ami spiritnal 
freedom Ireland could not po.ssihly have than she ^‘njo^■s 
at present. It is eoneeivahle that she may have less. 

ft hfis not, i think, been lUftieod that one of tiie m<)st 
unhappy ftaitures of the Sinn Fein movement is the 
blow’ which it lias struck at liberal iileas and tin* c'luims 
of local traditions and local patriotism all over the world. 
Genunny and Russia at hawt the old Russia tliinking 
of their I’olish, J)auis>i, and Alsatian jiolicies, might well 
turn to us ami say : “We \ver«' right, after all ! Ytni 
have Irieil uj) t-o tho hilt iho policy of givinj^ free play to 
the traditional scutiments of tho smaller units within 
your Fmpire—this is your reward!” Sinn Fein has 
given to the wt>rld a le.ssnn written in fire ami blood in 
w'hich (Jontinental despotism will for many a day read (lie 
jitslificaiion of its wjirst lyramiies.* 

And this niipht well bo tho epitaph on a 
nu>v(?inent which was born and in an 

atinosphoro of sysfoinatic ini8ro]>roHont.Htioii 
and falsehood. In this it was worthy (jf its CIcr- 
man or (.h;nnanized progenitors. And tho 
same spirit of falsehootl accompanied it to tho 
lost, some Irish-Atnerican ecclesiastics beinp 
KO niisinformod atul so misguided ae to apyieal 
for funds to relievo “ the appalling misery and 
destitution that exist to-day in Ireland ** in 
consequence (^f the arrests and other measures 
• WeMmitufier Oazt^Ut^ July 3, 1916. 
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taken for the suppression of the rebellion. In 
Dublin, it is true, much want was undoubtedly 
caused by the wholesale destruction of business 
and of property arising frt)m the acts of the 
rebels tliemselvea and their hangers-on ; and 
in this COSO instant and effective measures 
wore taken by the authorities for its relief, 
the distribution of food and otlier sup)>lies 
being undertaken and carried on before tho 
fires won' well extiiiguishod. As for the rest 
of Ireland, it was an<] continues to be excep¬ 
tionally prosperous and thriving in all that 
contributes to material welfare. The “ appal¬ 
ling misery and distress ” are as imaginary as 
tho “inexorable” wrongs of wliich Casement 
complained and which, as Mr. Rolloston pointotl 
out, were only typical of the “ fatal obsession 
of ideas whicli in IrelantI liavo long ceased to 
correspond with realities.” 

On tho (.lay after Casement’s condemnation 
ns a traitor tho m>cossnry sequel ap])(.'arod in the 
form of an ollicial notice stating that “ TJie 
King has been j(l<ia.sod to direct that Sir Roger 
('asemont, Knight, shall cease to bo a moml)((r 
of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael 
and 8t. ( loorgo, of which Order he was ujipointed 
a C,loir»pimion in 1905, and that his name shall 
be erased from tho Register of the Order.” 

In r((sponso to requests made in rarliament, 
a Royal Commi.sMion—consisting of I.ord 



I.OHD MIDLETON. 

After giving evidence before the Royal Commission. 



MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION. 

Sir Montague Shearman (left) and Sir Mackenzie 
Chalmers. 


Ilnrdingo, ox-Vic((roy of India, Sir Montague 
Shearman, a .Judge of tlio High Court, and Sir 
Mackenzie Chalmers—was appomted “ to En- 
([uiro into tho Causes of tho Recent Outbreak of 
Rebellion in Ireland.” After hearing much 
e\i(lonco in London and in Dublin, tho Com¬ 
mission mianimously reported in a dotnimcnt 
froju which several oxtrtuds have already 
b('eji published in tho course of tliis narrative. 

It was held that Mr. Rirrell, Chief Secretary tc 
t he Lord Lieutenant, “ the administrative h(!iui 
of Your Majesty’s Government in Ireland,” wtis 
“primarily responsible for tho situation that 
was allowed to arise and for tho outbrcok that 
occurred.” Sir Matthew' Nathan, the I’litlcr- 
Secretary, it was found, had “ carried out 
with the utmost loyalty ” the policy of tho 
Government and of the Chic'f Secretary, hut 
ho was to blame in that “ he did not sufficiently 
impress upon the Chief Secretary, during the 
latter’s prolonged absenc(js from Dublin, tlas 
necessity for more active measures to renavly 
the situation inlrc'land.” The Lord Lieutenant, 
who had only boon a short time in Indnnd, and 
who, by the conditions of his office, was in no 
way answ'orablo for tlw; policy of tho Govern¬ 
ment, was exonerated from all blame. The ( 
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r«nl root and origin of the wJuJe evil was found 
to be, in words already quoted : 

That lawlofMnoss was allowed to grow up imcliorkod, 
and that Ireland for several years |>aBt has been adiuinis- 
tcrwl on the principle that it was safer and more expe¬ 
dient to leave law in abeyance if collision with any faelion 
of the Irish fjooplo could thereby be avoided. Such a 
policy is the negation of that cardinal rule of govermnont 
which demands that the enforcement of law and the 
preservation of order should always be independent of 
political expediency. 

Such a Hwociping oonflamnation hetd novor before 
been passed by an impartial and competent 
tribunal upon a modem Government respon¬ 
sible to Parliament. Those familiar with 


MEMBERS OF THR ROYAL IRISH 
CONSTABULARY. 

Smaller picture: Sir Neville Chamberlain, 
Inspector-General of the R.T.C., eongratulating 
members of the Constabulary. 

Ireland, and with the way in which afTiiir.s had 
been neglected and miamnnaged for many 
years, were indeed accpiainted with the situation 
and bad niatlc rt'pt'iited anil nrgenl ropresenla- 
tions to Ibose in authority, and, as the Com¬ 
missioners put it, “ the wanungfell oii tmheeding 
ears.” But to fho Brili.sli public ami tt) the 
Binitirt* at largo fho revelation of tho facts 
came with a shock of snrpriso and disgust. The 
Chief Secretary tind the Uniler-Sf«!retary sent 
in their resignations and the \'iceroy followed 
the same course, the office of Lord Lieutenant 
being plafiod in Commission in the hands of five 
liords J u.sticeH emjtoworod to sign the necessary 
documents ond to oxetaite the routine duties t)f 
fiovernmont. In Gtnieral Maxwell’s hands, 
under the Defence of the Realm Act and tho 
Proclamations establishing Military Law, was 
loft tho sole dinwting authority. Constitutional 
government in Ireland was bankrupt j but, at 
tho same time, it was rocognizoil that it was 
impossible to contemplate the indefinite con¬ 
tinuance of the existing military system. 

In the absence of any other civil authority 
the Prime Minister undertook the task of 












THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. . 4^1 


personal investigation into the whole difficult 
situation. He arrived in Dublin on Friday, 
May 12, at a time when the courts-martial 
were virtually over, and had personal interviews 
with Sir John Maxwell and with a considerable 
number of civil officials, as well as with leading 
merchants and leaders 'of industry. He also 
paid visits to Belfast and to Cork .and, as ho 
stated, “ had a full and frank discussion' as to 
the present position of affairs.” On the 20th he 
was back in London. In his absence there had 
been much ill-infoimed gossip os to his inten¬ 
tions, and it was currently reported that he had 
drawn up . some now scheme of govommeiit 
intended, once for all, to settle the Irish ((ues- 
tion. In Tfie, 'Times of May 17, however, there 
appeared an article'dismissing-.all,those “fan¬ 
tastic schenif's,” ■which might jiloasc theorists 
in F.ngland, but which hfid “ no relation to 
Irish realities.” It was pointed out that it was 
st ill the (juestion of Lister that blockfxl the way, 
and that aiij' attempt at a “ practical tomjxirary 
solution” must taU(. the quejstion up “exactly 
where it was left two years ago.” And on 
May 22, wlaai the 1‘riiuo Minister was back in 
London, the lesson of the whole situatkav was 
again.enforci'd in an artich' pointing out that 
the difli(ajlty was not m<'ndy an Irish one, but 
had widespread ramitications with bearings oo 
our foreign policy anil on the conduct of the 
w ar. 'f’lic dilticulty, it wius jiointud out, was : 
lo jirovent tin* .Iristi pr.iMem fr.nii rumiilicaiing eiir rrla- 
I inns wit h noutral countries, and ospocialiy with Amoricn. 
Js't tliore bo no misundorsiundiug about the importanoo 
ot t his last pioco of work. The executions in Dublin, few 
Hs ttiey were by comparison witli the ghastly deatii-roll 
wliieh ttic rebels causcil, have iuul Die worst po.ssil>te 
elTect across tho seas. Our Wttshington Correspondent 
tins loft no doulit of tlio imprOBsion created oven in Die 
inindH of Diose Americans who are liost disposed towanfs 
1 his country. A legend is already in existence in Jrelanil. 
and is iu danger of becoming hintorical, to tho effect tliut. 
a few tiarmloss idealists. Kgliting heroically for their ideal, 
have been butohorod in cold blood by on overwhelming 
and vindictive Army. Nothing in the foots can jtistify 
the propagation of this travesty of tho truDi. But it 
exists, it is characteristically Irish, and its strength is 
very largely due to the folse perspective with which the 
(lovernmeiit Diomselves hove distorted the picture. 
They deliberately and most foolishly minimized a ghastly 
outbreak in tho first instance. In spite of innumerable 
waniiiigis, they were reluctant to allow tho truth to get 
abroiul. Is it surprising that the authentic news of tho 
e.xecutions, slowly doled out, was thought a startling 
I'onlrast to the trumpery affair of which tho first olficial 
bulletins Itad spoken ? Whatever else ho does, Mr. 
Asijuith must lose no time in correcting this blunder, 
'rite naked facts, honestly told, should be sutficient to 
iireak up the Uorraon-lrish coimoxion everywhere. As 
things stand at present, we run a serious risk of cementing 
it by sluxtr inept ititdo. 

Aufl, again, it was insistotl, the UlstiT 
(liflinulty had to be faced first if there was to 
bo any settlement at all: “ Above all, I'lster 


wants to be left alone, and, therefore, we repeat 
that•the'tpractical line’of advance is to settle 
first the outstanding geographical dispute 
between' Ulster and the rest of Ireland. A 
prompt agreement on this point between Mr. 
Redmond and Sir Edward Carson would help 
the* solution of many other difficulties.” The 
referenfte to the liitch of “ two years ago ” in 
T/ie Times article pointed, of course, to the 
break-up of the Buckingham Palace Conference 
immediately before the outbreak of war. 
On JiJy 21, 1914, tho King, knowing of the 
peril that I then threatened tho Empire, made a 
personal attempt to bring about some* agree¬ 
ment between parties in Ireland. He summoned 
tlio loaders to Buckingham Palace, where, for 
four day.s, tho question was threshed out in all 
its tt.spect.s. Mr. Kedmoiid, it was understood, 
was willing to concede four Ulster counties 
which should be cxcluilod from the’scheme of 
Home Riilo untlt'r a Dublin Parliament, Sir 
Edward ('tu'soti claiming a “ cleaii cut ” for tlie 
whole of Ulster. T'ltimati'ly tho Confcrenco 
broke up on .Tuly 24 having,arrived at “no 
ngrei'ment cither in principle or in detail.” 
'I'wclvo days later wo were at war, and, although 
the Home Rule Bill was. put on the Statute 
Hook in September, it was subject to a definite 
pledge that it was not to come into ojferntioii 
till after tho war and till some scheme had been 
adopted fi.ir tho settlement by consent of the 



ARMED CIVIL CUARD. 

'' A iiuard, fully armed, established in Dublin to 
accompany the police on their round of duty. 










ITbttor Wfta 

“ left ^wo ytee etgOi” aad it ^iv«a )he«« tlu^ it 
was bakSn lip. WEr. Lloyd Oeo(f|^ was 
entrusted by the Cabinet with 4^e oondiuct 
of the negotiations, and in a few days 
it was announce^ that Mr. Redmond and 
Mr. Devlin on the one hand, and Suf Rdward 
Carson and Colonel Craig on the other, had 
arrived at an understanding which they felt 
justified in submitting to their followers for 
ratification. The Ulster Umonist Coimcd was 
summoned by Sir Edward Carson to meet in 
Belfast on Juno 6, and Mr. Redmond, on Ins 
l>art, arrangexl for a meeting of the Irish Parlm- 
raentary Party in Dublm on the 10th It soon 
iHicame known that the basis ot stttlomont 
arrived ot was the speedy coming into ojioration 
of the Homo Rule Act, subject to an Amondmg 
Act that would jirovide for the exclusion from 
Its opoialiou of the six Ulster counties of 
Down, Antiim, Derry, Armagli, Tyiono. and 
Korinanagli, with tlio cities of Belfast, London¬ 
derry, and Nowiy. Tho Ulster Couni il a< cepted 
the s(h(ino on the imdeistanding that it was to 
be a “detinito” settlement; tlu lush Pnilia- 
luentary Party, whose mi'eting was followed 
by a “ Conlorence’’ m Belfast ot Hutionulists 
from the six exelnilod Ulster < ounties, hi < < jited 
it on the understanding that th( settlement wus 
only for the duration of tho war, which was to bo 
followed by an Imperial Confereme to consider 


and decide the whble queatian.ol 
ship of tlw oonstituAnt parts of tbs il^pire to 
each other. There was some '’^Tangling over 
these dilferenoes of opinioa^r of expression, and 
tho misunderstanding involved a ministerial 
crisis and the resignation of Lori Selbomo. 
Some sections of tho Irish Nationalists also took 
exception to Mr. Redmond’s “surrender” of 
Ulster, whilst some Southern Unionists pro* 
tested warmly against their “ abandonment.’ 
But, on the wliole, tho leaders kept their 
follow'ors together, and on July 19 tho Prune 
Mmisioi announced that a Bill on the lines of 
tJioRodmoad-Carsonagreeintnthadboeiidraftod 
and woulii be laid befoie the House oi Commons 
Tlien, liowovir, in cirenmstanc‘s which must 
hero bo loft for subsequent distussiori, tlu difti 
cidtioa again lx eanu scrums. On Julj 24 
the Prime Munster statod in the House of 
Commons tluit tho Bill must bo postponed, sine o 
the Coiomiuent did not seo its way to j)iof<i>d 
with anv Bill “ m legal cl to which there does 
not ajipcar befoieliand to bo a prospect ot 
siihstanliiil Hgreeiiunit botwoeii all the priiii ipal 
patties comornod ” Mr .Vsijuith oxjiiessed tin 
hope tliat tho disiigieement would be only 
tempormy, and he leiKwcnl tlio ayipotil “ihaf 
wo should heuit and soul on nil sales endni\our 
to biiiig about an aiiungomciit wlucli will 
redound, wo behove, to tho good of Tioland and 
to llu sti( nglh and safety of tho Kiinnio.” 



INSIDE THE FOUR COURTS, DUBI IN. 
A barricaded door ai left by the rebelt. 
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STRATEfiY OF THU Al LIE.'^ t'.Vl\SES OF BRITISH INACTIVITY -SiH DoiKJEAS HaIO’s DESPATCH OI 

May 19, 1911)—I’osmoN of the (Jerman Ar.mie.s from the Sea to the Somme—Extension oi 
British Front Analyses of the Fioiitinc from Febritara' to April—New Weapons anii 
Protective Devices—Steel Helmets—Wonoerfcl Work in the Air- A Rcssian Continceni 
IN J'rance. 


I N (nmplpr CXV’I. wo hroughl the. naiTati\<' 
of tlio lighting on the. Westorn Front ilown 
to llio Battle of Verdun, tlio oiioning phast's 
of whioli (o tlio end of April liavo been 
ilosoriliod in (Tiaptors CXXIIJ ami t'XX\'. 
'Dio Battle of Verdun to some extent inadi- 
onlookers forget that to west, nortlowest and 
soulh of it, from Switzerland to the sea. the 
heavy ami field artillery were seldom, if ever, 
•silent for any long intiTval, while homhing iiiid 
mining ojierations and flights and duels of 
airmen wito the rule and not thi- exception. 
'Die daily <•aHuult_v lists, if not very numerous, 
showed at any rate tliat there,were eontinuous 
encounters with the (Jerinans, altiiough none 
of those was of any magnitude. Between 
February 21 and the end of April, 19lti, how¬ 
ever, the (Icrmans did not venture to take 
the offensive on a large scale, exeejit in tiu' 
Verdun region, and the Allies, who had learnt 
from the Battles of the Champagne Pouilleuse 
and Loos not to attack seriously until they were 
provided with an adeciuntesup))lyof nmmunil ion 
and troops in siilHeient numbers, were eontiTit 
to parry the Crown Prine(''s efforts against. 
Verdun and the not very serious thrusts 
against the French jiositions in the Champagne. 

Time was on the side of the Allies. Their 
national resources in men and material would 
eventually bo for greater than those of the 
Vol. VIII.—Part 104. 


Central Powers, and there was no military 
rea.son why they should be drawn into a pre¬ 
mature offensive, whieh, if unsuccessful, might 
lower their prestige among neutrals and cause 
disappointment in the British, Fren<-h and 
Italian nations. It wa.s their best plan for the 
moment to play a waiting game. Owing to the. 
immensely inerea-sed elTioieiu-y of the British 
and French heavy artillery, tlu' defender was 
not, indi'ed, so favourably ])laced a.s he had 
been in the comparatively recent jiast, but the 
offensive is generally a more costly o]ioration 
than tlu' defensive, and thus the obvious policy 
of .loffrc wa.s to let the Cermans exhaust thiMu- 
sclves by continuing tlieir moil-hiill-like rushes, 
wliich siiR'c they- had been repulseil at the 
Battle of the JIarne had always ended un¬ 
fortunately for (k'nnimy. Every hour in(Tea.sed 
the gap of time betvvi'cn the days M'heti the 
Teutonie Iioriles, huoy'od up by the mi'mories 
of ()ravelol.t.e and Sedan, bail riw-hod the out¬ 
skirts of Paris. Psy-ehologieally the Kaiser’s 
troojis were weakening and the pressure of the 
Allied fleets was gradually but inevitably 
diminishing the physical strength and the 
material resources of tlio armies and peoples of 
the Oemian and Austro-Hungarian Emperors. 

Accordingly, no incident of great iinfiortance 
occurred on the Western Front during the last 
day.s of February and in March and April, 191(1, 
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except at Verdun, where the outcome of (he 
German nttaeke was small and eonipletely 
insignificant considering the pri<-«' paid for them. 
This abatmee of spectacailar incidents prodiwed 
a false impression, especially in France, « here 
a rumour, which probably originated in Ger¬ 
many, began to circulate that tlu! British Arin> 
was not doing its fair share. Sir Douglas Haig, 
in his dispatch of May 19, 191(1, snfliciently 
dealt with this rumour. 

“The only offensive effort fhe said] mode by 
the enemy on a great scah' was directed again.st 
our French Allies near Verdun. The fighting in 
that area has been prolonged and severe. The 
results have been worthy of the high traditions 
of the French Army and of great service to the 
cause of the Allies. The efforts made by the 
enemy have cost him heavy losses both in men 
and in prestige, and he has made those sacrifices 
■without gaining any advantage to counter¬ 
balance them. 

“ During this struggle my trfiops have b«>en 
in readiness to cooperate os they might be 
needed, but the only assistance asked for by our 
Allies was of an indirect nature—viz., the relief 
of the French troops on a portion of their 
dehmsive front. This relief 1 was glad to be able 
to afford. 

“ Its execution on a considerable front, every¬ 
where in close touch with the enemy, was a 
somewhat <lelicate operation, but it was carriixl 


out with complete succe.-s, (honks to the cordial 
cooperation and goodwill of all ranks concerned 
and to the lack of entcrpri.scf shown by the 
enemy during the relief.'’ 

While the Battle of Verdun proccede<l the 
British, who had already replacisl the Frcruii 
from a point north of Hcbiitcrne, through 
Albert to the heights north of the ISomine, took 
over the Arras salic-nt, and occu])icd Loos, the 
plat^'au of Notre Dame dc? Lorette, Souchc/., 
(he Labyrinth, Arras itself and the (rcnchc.s 
south of it to the environs of Hidniterne. In 
March, 191(1, the Armies conunanded by Sir 
Douglas Haig extcndetl from the Yjjerlec 
Ganal north of Vjires to the banks of the 
Somme, That tlie French troojis thus released 
from the Arras salient hod a material influence 
on the Battle of Verdun is shown by General 
Joffre’s reply to Sir Douglas Haig’s telegram of 
congratulations. “ The French Army,” said 
.Toffre, “ is confident that it will obtain results 
[at Verdmi j from which all the Allies will reap 
an advantage. It remembers also that its recent 
call on the comradeship of the British Army 
mot with an immediate and complete response.” 
The “ Ordre de Bataille ” of the German Armies 
north of the Somme, published by The Titnee 
on April 17, 1916, a copy of which is reproduced 
at p. 476, broatlly indicates the share token by 
the British in the'campaign at. that date. 

From the Somme to the North Sea the 
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(ierman High<»r Command had disi^OHod, in scale, such as that of Verdun, has been foughi 

addition to over 3,000 guns, 40 German <turiug the past five months, nevertheless oui 

tlivisious (excluding the cavalry), numbering in troops have been far from idle or inwdive, 

all probability not far short of 500,000 infantry. Although the struggle, in a general sense, has 

and altog<ithor sonns 800,000 soldiers. The not been intense, it has been ev(frywhere 

Times Military Correspondent, in an article continuous, and there have been many sharp 

accompanying the map, pointed out that facing local a<itions. 

the French and Jlolgian troops on the left were “ The maintenance and repair of our defences 

only the Naval tJorps with two anil a halt alone, especially in winter, entail constant 

Iwandwolir and Ersatz divisions. All the rest heavy work. Bad weather and the enemy 

of the available German forces in this jiart of combine to flood and destroy trenches, dug- 

the theatre of war was in front of us, while the outs, and conununications ; all such damages 

one cavalry and eight infantry divisions kept in must bo repaired })roin]jtly, under fire, and 

reserve could bo rapidly moved up to any point almost entirely by night. 

of t he German front, whether for attack or “ Artillery anil snipers ore praitically never 

diifence. It was also significant that, with the silent, patrols arc out in front of the linos every 

exception of one Landwehr ilivision, tlie night, and heavy bombardments by the artillery 

remainder of the Germans, including the of one or both sides take plai-e daily in various 

divisions in reserve, opposing the British wore parts of the line. Below ground there are 

“ good Active an'I Re.serve formations ”—troops, continual mining and counter-mining, which, by 

in The Times Military Ckirrespondent’s opinion, the ever-present thri'at of sudden exjJlosion and 

“ at least as good as t hose assailing Verdun, and the uncertainty as to when and where it will 

bolter than any other in West or East.” fo take jilac-e, causes perhaps a more constant 

hold fast this huge army—in mimbors consider- strain than any other form of warfare. In the 
ably larger than the whole of the army led by air there is seldom a day^, hoivever bail the 

NajKiIeon into Kussia in 1812 and infinitely weather, when aircraft are not busy ri'coii- 

better eipiipjied than that historic host--was noitring, photographing, and observing fin', 

no light titsk. In general terms Sir Douglas All tliis is taking placts constant ly’ at any hour 

Haig described the nature of the struggle: of the day or night, and in any part of the 

■‘On the British front no action on a gteat line. 
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\O0icial Phi^oeraph. 

BRITISH TROOPS IN A WOOD BEHIND THE TRENCHES DURING A GERMAN 

BOMBARDMENT. 
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■■ Jn short, although there has boon no groat 
incident of liistoric importance to record on the 
British front during tho period under review, a 
steady and continuous fight has gone on, day 
and night, above ground an<l below it. Tlio 
oomparativo monotony of this struggle has Ixeii 
relieved at short infervals by sharj) lotail 
actions, some of which, although individually 
almost insignificant in a war on srich an immense 
scale, wouhl have boon thought worthy f)f a 
separate dtspatch iind('r dift<^rent conditions, 
wliile their cumulative elTect, though ilillicult 
to appraise at its true value now, will doubtless 
prove lu'reafti'r to ha\e been considerabU'. 

“ One form of minor a<'tivity descrx’es special 
mention namely, the raids or ‘cutting-out 
partic'S ' whi<'h are ma<te at. h'ast twice or thn'c 
times a wc<^k against the enemy’s line. They 
consist of a brief atttu’k, with some sptsaal 
object, on a sisdion of the f>pposing trcaiches, 
usually carri(sl out at night by a small body of 
men. TIk' <'haraeter of these operations - the 
preparation of a road through our own and the 
enemy's wire the crossing of the open gromul 
unseen -the pi'iictration of the enemy's trenches 
-t he hiuiil-to-haud lighting in the darkimss and 
the uncertainty as to the strength of the 
opposing force—give [)eculiar scope to tilt' 
gallantry, dash and ipiiekness of decision of tlw 
troops engageil ; and nnu'h skill and daring are 
fr spieutly ilisplayed in these opc'rations. 

"The iniliatixs' in these minor operations 
was tak<’n, and on the whole has be<‘n held, by 
us; hut the Ocrin'ins have ris'i'utly att.('in]>ted 
SOUK! hold and yell-eonet'ived raitls against our 
lines, many of which liav<' hi'i'n driven hiu-k, 
although .s!ane liave succeedi-d in penetrating, 
as has Ix'cn r<!porfe<l by jne from time to time. 

“ Tlx' work of t lie Tunix'lling Companies calls 
for special mention, liiereaseil mining as!tivity 
on the jiart of the enc'iny has invariably been 
answc'red with c!iderpris(' <‘omhinetl with nn- 
tiriitg energy on the j>art of our inirx'rs, wlio in 
carrying out <lutios always full of dangt'r have 
shown that they possess in the lu'ghest <legret> 
th<! (pialities of courage, p<!rseveranee and 
self-sacrifice. Their importance in the pre.sent 
phase of warfani is very great.” 

An extra<!t from a, letter written by an oI1icc!r, 
who for liis gallantry obtained tlx! Military 
dross, will bring home to the reader who has 
had no ex|x'rience of nxxl<>rn warfare wliat our 
nx'u are doing and sidTering : 

” Tix' first night- we were fcrocioasly hated 
at 7 p.m., hut last night wo got a tearful 



BKI'I'ISH TROOPS WITH BOMBS. 

In a German crater after a mine explosion. 

drubbing from 2.10 a.in. to 2.30 of rapid of all 
sizes. The place simply raiix'd metal. Tho first 
shell woke me up, au<l 1 spent this time alone 
in ntt<!r darkness prone tai the ground and 
tru.sting to sauflhags. a (ilank and iny stciel (!a|] 
to stop direct hits from six-inchers and c-riinip 
shraiJiiel. W'lien at last it was over, ,I heard 
whistles atxl shouts and shots, tiu'iaxl out tho 
rest of my plat<x>n and rushed mit to find my 
screen, which I happen to have f)ut |t>0 yards 
in front of the woo<l, retreating through tho 
wood in tltsonler. The Huns had shclieil tho 
wood wickv'dly, and tho moment the barrage 
was lifted on to the causeway, while jjiy unfortu¬ 
nate s<-r<'en was still playing tiger-rugs srs the 
shells screamed over, the Jliins rushed on in three 
partii'S - Hilt men in all—and sonu'ev<'n got to 
t he wixxls before my screen could get in. Tlio 
latter were ord(!r<'d to fall back on tho wood if 
attacked, b\d they were so overwhchnc<l that 
they had to <s>me right ba<'k before we knew 
W'herc- W(' were. I met them at tho bi'idge they 
had to cross, and though they were in disorder 
and straggling ov’cr one by one while the wtxxl 
craslxsl wdth bombs, I managed to rally them, 
and w(! lay down on our side of the first stream 
and s(X)n had a vigorous riflc! aixl machine-gun 
firc! raking the wxxxls. Jlauj- hiul to fight (heir 
way bwk hand to liatui, and sx'vcral were 

104—2 
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British troops filling sand-bags. 

AFTER DARK BEHIND THE 


wounded. As the H utis cdiarged, tliey made the 
most hellisli scrennting row I ever heard, and I 
shall never forget it. Imagine 1(50 men almost 
mad with fright and breathless trying to shout 
‘ Vaterland ’ through the dark night, and then 
the H(!reams and groans and erashes of bombs 
in tlw? wood just across the brook. We bnggtxi 
s('ven prisoners, who fought like tigers by all 
reports, and ruslMHl about the wood like 
maniacs, jabbering Hiuini.sh and crackling the 
reiwls and bashes. It was 160 to .30, but we 
made a rush and withdrew over the bridgt*, 
which we pulled back, and then 1 made the 
fellows stop there whatever hnpj)on«Ml. We tri('d 
to ’phone S.O.S., but (he wires ha<l been cut 
by shells. Two of my machuie guns crockeil 
and only one was in working order; this 
one and our rifle-fire held the Huns up and 
gave them a nasty raking, although we w»»ns 
heavily shelled as we lay in the open, and a 
barrage of crashing fi’O shrapnel swept the 
causeway. We scratched ourselves a few odd 
scraps t)f cover or crept into shell-holes, luknging 
on while I tried to got more macsliine guns and 
guns to strafe the woods and prepare my 
counter-attack, for I was determined to retake 

it at all costs. Captain-came up with two 

sections of another platoon and these fresh men 
were very welcome. The slightly wounded 
stuck it splendidly. At this point he took 
over for five minutes while I went biu-k 


to report. ... I mnniig<‘d to collar 
two mtwdiine guns, but nothing more. Whi'ii 
1 <^ame bac^k we managed to put the bridge 
across again, ami 1 a«'nt a [)ntrol over to 
reconnoitre. They jolly soon got bombs about 
their ears and came bm^k reporting the obvious 
fact that the wood was full. A\’e let everything 
rip for a minute or twf>, rallied the men, and 
streanu'd over the plank bridge, while the hea\-y 
shrapnel with its deafening crash, black smoke 
and patterijig bits of iron, made the plat'c a ladl. 
By now it was dawn, and as our bayoni'ts 
gleamed in the faint light and whatr looked like a 
crowd of shadowy devils streamed over the 
brook under the enemy fire, most of the Kritzes 
got cold feet and carried their wounded away. 
One woimded fellow (whose button 1 sent you) 
phiekily wont on firing and bombing as he lay 
by the bridge-head. We bayonehtd him, 
chased several others out of the bushes, and 
lined the opposib' bank. I then took forward a 
small party and found a dying Hun. made one 
or two syrnpathetu! remarks m bad German and 
got out of liim that most of the others had gone 
home, and then he na-poohed. Wo advanced 
over the marsh, in places waist deep in mud, and 
the Huns cleared out. lluring this advance w(' 
were badly shelle<l and a six-inch Jack Johnson 
landed within six yards of me, blowing a huge 
hole in the marsh j\iBt by, and making me bile 
my cheek. About this time my platoon ser- 








A ration-party caught in the open by an enemy star-shell. 
BRITISH FIRE TRENCHES. 


poant - -ft splonclid follow- got a shrapnol in the 
hiwk, a fow others wore llit, but wo wont 
through. My [)arty th<'n .scoured tho phu-e 
f<>r our missing and foun<l a (wp with the badge 
torn out but with name of the man, so we skirted 
round the outside of the wood and joined tho 
centre party. The sholluig now ceased, and wo 
went back to the marslies to hunt for stage 
property. 

“ As I was searching tiie ilead for docu¬ 
ments, I lieard a weird noise on my rigid, 
siiouting and doul)ling and iiigii jinks as though 
a. iiaro was running througii our ca7uji. 1 
found a wretciiod Hun yc'lling out all kinds of 
rot. Wlien 1 went up with my re\'olv*!r his 
fa<;o wivs khaki and his hands trembled vio¬ 
lently as he held them up. And then there 
occurred a little comedy. Striving to remember 
dor, die, das, I advised him to behave tpiietly 
{most unnece.ssary) and then took his arm and 
began to stroll back whih> 1 held my revolver 
at his chest with the other. I lu'ver knew tho 
fiumy picture.s were so true before. Ho was 
tall and tliin and squinted wickedly, and witli 
liis two hands up—if only I were an artist, I 
could make you laugh for a month. As tho 
poor wretch was so frightened, I put my re¬ 
volver back and tried to talk to him, but he 
was too frightened to say anything coherent. 
He managed, however, to stutter out ‘ nong ’ 
when 1 asked him if he sprach Franzdsioh. 1 


soon handcil him over to someone else, and 
searc-hed tho wood again for wounded, j)ri8oners 
and material. We found eight Mauser rifles, 
throe excellent w'ire-cutb'rs, two dead Huns, 
three largo land mines iind about thirty bombs 
besides other trifles. The prisojier law siiw’c 
told us tliat there were 100 of his crowd, and 
two sections of onlinary infantry. Tliis party 
had come to blow up our (aiuseway with these* 
mines, an ambitious scheme that fell through 
rather badly. I ha\'c no doubt they'll try again 
and probably in even larger rmmbers. Our 
losses were 17, only one of whomwa.s killed out¬ 
right. 

“ Going under slirapnel fin* in the open is 
very strangi*—one's chief worr^- is the absurd 
size of one’s legs, and I’ll swear that I sub- 
cons<!iously tried to tuck them away under my 
steel helmet, needless to say, without success.” 

We will now record tho main events l>otween 
February 21 and April 30 on the front from tho 
North Sea to the Somme, then from the Somme 
to the ea.st(*rn skirts of the Argoime Forest, 
and finally from the south of V'ordun to the 
Swiss frontier. 

On the Franco-Belgian front, which extended 
from tho sea, near Nieuport, to a point on the 
Yperlee Canal, just north of Ypres, there was 
comparative calm. Tho Germans were not 
inclined o repeat their error of trying to reach 
Calais by an advance through Nieuport, Furnes. 









BRITISH MONITORS OFF THE COAST OF FLANDERS, 
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or Dixnuiclc, and tho policy of tho Allies, for the 
inonieut, was to remain on the defensive in this 
area. The fighting, therefore, resolved itself 
eliielly into arlillery duels, some of which, as 
those on March 1, March 18, and April 23, 
were very intense. On Monday, Ajiril 24, 
an allied squailrou, composed, luuiording to tho 
Oermuii account, of moiiilors, destroyers, and 
large and small steamers, which were apparently 
searching for mines an<l laying out buoys 
preparatory to a bombardment, appeared off 
the coast of Flanders. The buoys wore used 
to mark oft Dutch territorial waters. Zeebrugge 
was bombarded, w'ith what result is uncertain. 
If the (iorman report is to be believed, three 
(.ierinan torjiedo-boats attacked our sliips and 
rcturneil to port undamaged, while a Hritisb 
destroyer was injured and a trawler sunk, the 
crew being caiitured and taken to Zeebrugge. 

On the Hritisb front, from the (mint where it 
joined on to the Franco-H<‘lgiau tones, down 
to the heights above the 8omme, the situation 
in the last wi'ek of February and during March 
and April was very dilTerent. 'J’he Yjires 
salient was, as ever, both a vast shell-traj) and 
the theatre of numerous combats wliitdi in our 
colonial wars would hav<' been de.sigiiated 
battk's. On Sunday, February 27, a (lerman 
attni'k on the trenehes nortli of tJie '\'()res- 
Comini-s Canal was rejiulsed. A few days 
later, on Thur.sday, .March 2, it was our turn 
to taki' the otTensive. 

The reader will remember that on February 
14 the Cermans had captured part of a narrow 
ridgo tliirty to forty feet high, covered with 
tns's, on th(^ northern bank of tlu^ Canal, 
running outward into the Cerman nroa. Our 
trenches passed over the easti'rn part of this, 
which was known as “ The Hhiff." Tht' 
enemy on the I4th .seiaireil .some li.')l) yards of 
our front-line trenches. 'I'wo of the.se trenehes 
were at onee regained, but the others in spite 
of several counterattai’ks, remaiiK'il in thi‘ 
possession of the Ci-rmnn.s, who, anticipating a 
reni'wal of our offensive, dug t hem.sel ves in 
with (leculiar thoroughness. A large numlx'r 
of guns wert' collected in the vicinity to dehigi^ 
our troops with shraiinid and liigh-cxfilosivi^ 
shells if they advanci'd. A similar conei'iitra- 
tion of guns took (ilace behinil the Hritisb line, 
find for several days tlie garri.son of the dug-outs 
and trenidies on "'I’he Hluff w'as lu'avily bom- 
bnrchxl. On Mandi 1, betwci'ii a and tf ji.m., 
our bombardment bec-ame, literally, birrific. 

It was accompanied by a hail of bombs thrown 


by hand The enemy, ex()ecting an attack, 
a)Ji3eared to have been ordereil to deliver one 
thomselves, but the men i-ould not be induced 
to leave their refuges. During the night Hritish 
machine-guns (ilayed ceasolossly. From a 
distaiKS! tho position of “ThoHlulT,” veiled in 
mist and darkness, was indicated by abru()t 
and continuous flashes of oranget light. A red 
sun rose ovi'r a elum[) of trees on the horizon, 
and by its light high above the frosty fields 
tho enemy aeroi)lanos were seen vanisliing 
upw'arda to avoid tho bursting of tho shells 
ascending from th(! anti-aircraft guns. Our 
men, with their heads pn)fected by the new' 



AT SOUCHEZ. 

A French soldier crosslnif a narrow part of 
the river. 


sfi-el helmets, which were now being tt-.sfed for 
the first time on a large scale. waite<l tiu' word 
of l•ommand. 

Till' attack had bi'iai organizeil with minute 
attention to tin' most trivial details. Kach 
hotir, on four occasions, btirsfs of firt- frfim tl;., 
guns and ntortarj- had kef»t the Cermans in a 
state of neiwous (>xei(emeiit exjtecting tho 
charge. At 4.2(1 a.m., on itrareli 2. the a.s.sault 
was deliveretl. Sir Douglas Haig states that it 
“ was a comjil<“(<‘ surprise.” The enemy were 
foitnd with their bayonets unfixed, and many 
of (hem withouf. rifles or etpiipment. About 
Hl'fy Cermans seutthsl info a crater at the 
eastt'rn t'nd of “ The Hluff.” I'lii'y (ttit tip a 
lirief resistance and theti disappeared inf o some 
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tunnels, where they were captured at leisure. 
The attackers on the right carried “ The 
BlpH ” with little opposition. In the centre our 
troops seized the Gennan third line, and held 
it while the captured trenches in the rear were 
being consolidated. On the left our men at 
first failed to ri^ach the Gennan position, but 
a Lewis gun was brought to boar on the de¬ 
fenders by the troops in the centre, and the 
enc'my, being enfiladed, was forced to retreat. 

The German trenches were found full of 
dead, the result of the bombardment; five 
otticers and 250 men were capture<l. So 
stuiuied was the enemy by this blow, that it 



was not till midday that he made any attempt 
to recover tlie lost ground; then 51 batteries 
opened fire. At 3 p.m. a column of Germans 
advanced to the attack, but, instead of closing 
with our troops, they hurled their bombs 
beyond the British, trenches and rushed forward 
with their hands up. As on previous occasions, 
the German artillery sent a storm of shells 
among their own men, many of whom were 
killed, the remainder surrendering. Not all the 
Germans, however, behaved in tliis fashion. 
Like wild beasts at bay, w'ith bombs and rifles 
many defended to the last their deep dug-outs. 

The British steel helmet had more than 
fulfilled expectations. It was painted gniy, 
and resembled an inverted bi>wl. It was 
not so light as the French headpiece, and 
the wide, downward sloping brim—designed 
to proto<.-t tlie side and back of the neck, 
the ti'injdes and upper j)art of th<» face as 
wiill us the top and sides of th(' head— 
made it look shallower. The top was smooth 
and round, whereas the crown of the French 
hehnet prasented a prominent ridge tapf’ring 
backwards. Our helmet did not fit close to the 
head, standing away about a third of an iiudi 
all round, the weight being borne by a padded 
leather band fixed to the inner siile by a series 
of indiarubber buffers, each abcait the thickness 


IN THE TRENCHES. 

Firing a trench mortar. Smaller picture: A trench mortar and it* shell. 














THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


488 


of a lead pencil, and an inch long. The buflere 
diffused and neutralised the force of a blow. 
The stool had been carefully tested, and was 
really bullet proof. The account of an eye¬ 
witness shows how imiiortant was this now 
defensive onnour. • 

1 was thin morning sliown a batch of casques from 
wuimdocl men which have been collectful from tlie fieUi. 
In all 00808 the men who woro wearing theso wore either 
uiiHcatliod or Ruftoriug from Klight conensHion ur mere 
hcolp woimUs. It is bolicvod that had they not been 
wearing 1h<‘Ko helmotK they would cither have been all 
Allied or dangorouMly woumled. One of the casques 
boars an indentation from a bca\'y blow with the bntt> 
eiiil of a Gorman rifle. The man thus struck bayonett'd 
his as.sailanl and was none the worse for the nssault. 

Another casque boars distinct ovidouce of a direct, 
hit with tlie huHinoss-end of a hIicII. Several of them 
are rt'iit by frugineiitK of shrapnol casing, manifestly 
with a for*‘(? which against a cloth cap would have hecii 
ijiiitc sullicicnl to cause fraefuro of the bone. Others 
an* piftcnl by shrapnel bullets. Most of the men who 
won* the.se Btatc that cxc<»pt for a rattling like a hail¬ 
storm sweeping (u er a galvanized roof, niul a .sudden 
cornproHsion arouiul the rirri 4»f the lu'lmet, they wero 
unaware (hat they were lM‘i»ig struck. 

Tile (flennans hml speeiul kinds of Jielinets 
for K(‘.ntri(w or snipers, and for men working in 
(he saps. One fottnd i)y the French in a 
(Jenntin treneli near Clianliuvs wn.s three-eightlis 
of an ineli (liiek, and weighed slightly nndt*!* 
fonrt(‘en pounds. Jt was <le.serihed as follows 
in The Tiincji :— 

A'- will Ih* seen by the front Hoctiori (see .sketch 1) it Is 
sha|MM| on the lower part of the right side in onjer that 
it man wearing it can u.se a rifle. In shu]>e it resoinhles 
Inill i»f the licadpieco of a suit of armour of the twelfth 
or thirtc*«*nth ei'iiluries. Although the oyediolc.s uro 
only two very muTow sliti^. about fivo-eighths of nn iinOi 
long mikI one-.sixt('cnth of nn inch wide, the wearer cmi 
see sullii ieiilly to .secure the range of the object to .sight 
lilt* rifle. 

'I’he wearer puts tht' hehiicl on like a fencing innsk, 
and is able to secure it tirinly to th<* neck by the m<*ans 
of straps (sec skcteli 2). The .steel is shaped at vurious 
angles so as to dolleet rifle and small luachine-gim biiliels. 
'IV'sIm wliieh have been nnule upon the h(*a<lpieeo w'ith 
hnllels of sinnll <'alihr<' show (hat tiu* ilesign is (*fl(*ctive. 

Our «iic.ci..sK on Marcli 2 was succeeded by a 
violent artillery <iiiel. Five days later the 
eiK'iny sprang a mine near the Yi)reM-('oniines 
railway, but no serious danuigo was iiiHicU'd 
by tbe oxplosion. In tlie vicinitj' of t he, Ypres- 
Roulers railway, south of V'erloronhoek, thi' 
British on Marcli 14 carried out a small raid 
with good r(>sult«. Noar Boesiiigho, on tlio 
Yperloo Canal, tlw're was sonu' hard fighting. 
After a, heavy boinbardinent the ciioiny rushed 
a bombing post, which, liowevor, was at once 
recaptured (March 19-20). 

Boosinghe wa.s afiproxunatcly the spot where 
the salient commenced on the nortli, St. Eloi. 
whore it. ended on the smith. At St. Eloi 
mines were (oyiloded by the British (March 27) 


and dotachmente of the Northumberland 
Fusiliers and Royal Fusiliers carried the enemy’s 
first and second line trenches on a front of 
some 600 yards. The Germans suffered 
severely, and two officers and 108 men were 
, captured. The enemy Staff at first character- 



SKETCH 1. 

isiieally admiftod tlint 100 yards of trenches 
liail been blown up, but forgot to mention tlie 
attiu-k wliicli followc^i. laiti'r (March 29) 
tticy stati'd, apparently in error, tliat one of tiio 
mine crateisi oci-niiied })y tlie British “ had been 



SKETCH 2. 

reciivireil.” By March 28 tlie total of prisoners 
taken had heen increased to five ofliiicrs and 
lO.'j men, and the efforts of tlie Germans, 
seconded by a powerful artillery, to regain the 
lost ground hiui failed. On Marcli 30, how-, 
ever, a nuue crater was, in fatst, carried by them 
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Two clays afterwards (April 1) another 
(lenaan oflic^er and four men were mado 
prisoners and early in the mcjrning of 
April 3 the above-namtioned crater with four 
more oflicjers and 80 men jiassod into the 
possession of the British. On April fi one of the 
five? main emters, now garrisoned by Canadians, 
was lost. It was recovered on the night of 
April 9. During the night of the next day 
grenade fighting continued with varying for¬ 
tune. “ We hold.” .said the British comnmniqvt- 
of (h(! 11th, “ three of the cratc'rs, but not the 
other two at ])re.s<'nt.” 

On the nth the encany turned his attention 
to tlie northern end of the salient. Tlirc'e su<;- 
cessive attacks west of the Yprcvs-I’ilkeiu road, 
which runs parallel with the Yperlisi Canal, 
were delivered. I’he CJennans for a moment 
established themselves in the tirst-liim treiccl), 
but were promptly expelled and they hdt 
behind them 25 dead and 3 prisoners. 

Wlien i>erusing the accounts of thesis minor 
engagements the reader must iie^-er forget that 
thisy were jjrei'edi'd, or suei'ceded, by gun-fire 
such as in j)a,st wars had been wont to acoom- 
]>any only pitched battles, and that between the 
infantry actions there were innumerable artil¬ 
lery duels along the whole of the vast front. 

For exam))le. Sir Douglas llaig telegrajihed on 
April 17 ; “ Heavy shelling to-ilay about N’oor- 
inezeele and Jliekahusch, and in (he urea 
between St. ICtoi and tlio I’pres-Comines 
canal." An eye-witness translated this li«-onie 
message into more picturi'sque terms ; 

It M'Hs from a liill in the inithilr <»f tliis (lelcfliihli' 
reginn limt we, hIiii were not coinlintiuit.s, were ii.llow<'il 
to wiltell the shelling which the conimMStV/rnl so tersely 
lieKcrihert. 

Ileiivv tjermun guns from soiniwvhei'e Ix-hilul the 
Messines ridge on our right were tiring right ueross 
to Hooge luid Ypres on our further left. Wo would 
hear the rour of thi' gun doiniiuiting all the rlmuour 
of thn smaller )3ieee.s, and, ns tlm great shells hurtled 
across our front they mude so itineh noise Ihnt it seemed 
alisnrd tliiit one could not sen them. Then with eyes 
fixed oti Ypres or Iloog**, we waited for tiu' explosiim. 
'I’he flight of these shells was erossed al right angles hy 
the lire of ecrtniii heavy guns of our own, which devoloil 
their ulteidion to some jdaee out heyond St. Kloi. 
As the din inereaseil it was impiissihle to tell what, 
shells eame from where or who was aiming at what. 
It was ju.st din, din. seemingly ohjeetle.ss and infernal. 
After a time Iho further ohjeets all heeaine blotted oat 
by the snioke of explosions. Y'pres retired behind a 
veil. Hooge was ipnte lost to .sight. Kyorywhere over 
each definite ohjeetive httiig banks of smoke. t)nee 
well behind Ihe enemy’s linos, over towards Hnllobeke, 
in the direction of Monin, it seemed that we had foiiial 
a magazine or ammunition store of some sort, for a 
dense eolumn rose slowly into the air, ititteh too big 
for even Ihe largest shell, and for severid mimites went 
on unfolding wreath on wreath of thick grey fumes. 

Overheod, meanwhile, the “ aerial activity” of which 




^fie. eimeis 

HISTORY 

OF 

THE WAR 

VOL. VIII. 



PRINTING HOI'SK SQUARE. 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY “THE TIMES,” 
PRINTING HOUSE SQUARE, LONDON. 




CONTENTS OF VOL. VIII. 


CHAPTER C.XXIII. 

The Battle of \’ERDt:Nr (1.) .. . 



PAOB 

1 

chap'I'I':k o.x.xiv. 

British Administration in War 7’ime 



41 

CU.APTER C.XXV. 

'J’he Battle of Vehdln (11.) .. 


. . . 

77 

(Tf.APTEP C.X.XNJ. 

The AdoI'Tion of Comfi lshrv .Militar'i Serih e .. 

. . r 

. • . 

. . 117 

CHAPTER CXXVll. 

The Germans in Rtssian Poland 

• • . 

• ■ • 

. . 153 

CHAPTER (!.XXVH1. 

German Air R.vids : KEDurAUY to Mai . HUO 

. . 

. . » 

.. 174 

CHAITER CXXIX.- 

Russia at War 

. . 

. • • 

.. 193 

CHAPTEH CXXX. 

The Conoi’est of German SoftiiWest .Ai rica 

• 

. . 

. • • 

.. 233 

CHAPTER C.XXXI. 

'I’m: CoNQFEST OF Cameroon and 'roooi.AND 

. . . 

• « • 

.. 273 

CHAPTIOR CXXXll. 

'1’he Chtjbohes and the Armies 

. • • 

• • « 

.. 313 

CHAl’PEll CXXXIII. 

The Extermination of the Armenians 

. . . 

. . . 

.. 363 

CHAP'l’EK CXXXIV. 

The Irish Rebellion ok Ai’ril, HHO (I.) .. 

. . • 


. . 393 

CHAPTER CXXXV. 

'I'he Irish Rereli.ion of Awul, l!)l(i (H.) .. 



.. 433 


CHAPTER CXXXVI. 

The Western I''U()nt nvRiNt; the JJattle or Vekuttn 


.. 473 




THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


485 


the communique spoko continued* and aentplancH 
paNsed and repaHKect, chivsod by little puffs of shrapuei 
smoke. But prettiest of all was the Night of the Gorman 
tronoliOM where they ran in plain view by Wytschaote 
and MessiiiON. The notnmuniqui says that we Kbelled • 
the onomy*8 trenches effectively.** It certainly looked 
effective. Just where the yellow-brown lino of the 
trenches ran, vimhle to the iv^ked eye, a small white 
])uff of smoke rose from the ground, seemingly exactly 
from the trench itself. A minute later another similar 
puff appeared ,50 yards to the left, still, apparently, 
directly over the lino, 'rhen, farther to the left, a third 
and then a fourth, and so on until it looked as if somenne 
had planted little silvery shrubs all along the German 
parapets, each shrub slowly growing tidier and thinning 
out to make way for a later comer. It was, of coiirsi*. 
impossible to tell to yards or so whether the slnOls 
wore lU'tually dropping on the tren<*h itself, hu|. they 
were most unpleasantly near. And on our hilltop we 
r<’liirriod thanks that we wore not behind the German 
sandbags in the front line. 

It all ended, as those daily “ strales ” do, for no visible 
reason ; it just languished ami lafs'rt'd off into nothing. 
The same thing Is htippening Koinowlu‘r<‘ along this 
front at almost ev'ery moment. From no appimmt 
eauMo. except, that they think that perlmps tliey have 
left us alone too long, the (^neiny begin, first with a 
single gun ami timn gradually in<Tea'>:ing until a lull* 
blown “sirafi*” at its lieighl. Sometimes \vc l>egin 
Ainl jwe.sumahly w»* alway*- have at least as gotal a 
reason as they. It is eonj«‘e1 \ired that, on one sitle and 
the other, tluTo may Im‘ one life !(»st for eaeh tw'o Ions 
<»f ammunition fired away. And next day you may 
reml in the re,tnrnunique that there lias been la*avy shelling 
ir« (ho neighbourhood of Blank, orthat there was artilU-ry 
a-’livity at Dash. It is an extraordinary war. 

Tli<> fif'liliuji in ttu' St . Elrii rof'ion and at otlinr 
pciiiit.s on tlic .saliont contiinicd during Iho last 
fortniglit of xVpril. On the Ittlli, after lioavy 
artillery preparation, tlio cneniy'.s infantry 
eaiTie<] two of our craters and tlio .same day 
assaulted “Tlie IJliiff.'’ and our positions north of 
Ypres at Wielt je and on the Vpres-Langomanik 
road, 'ria'y claimed to have? oeeupieil 700 yards 
of our lini^ on tht^ mail and to iiave captured 
(hiring I he (lay 1 ollieer, lOS men and 2 machine 
guns. 

Tlu' King's Shropsliin' Light Infantry w(Tt' 
ordere(t to recover the lost position, which the 
ont'iny had been busy consolidating with fever¬ 
ish ha-ste. Xew eommimication trenches had 
be»'n cut ; machiiH? guns cn.scoiiced ; and 
loopholes j)rotcctcd by steel plates. 

On flood Friday (April 21) tlu' sky became 
ov(>relonded, and an lionr after .sunset the rain 
fell in lornaits, flooding trenebes, turning 
orators into ponds and tlie grourul into a cpiag- 
iniro. 

“ '^'on’ve got to help consolidate this trench.” . 
observed an ofli((er to one of onr men. “ Con¬ 
solidate what ? . . 'Phis porridge ! ” was 

the rejoinder. 

The mnd.was never less than kn(H(, in places 
thigh or even arm-pit, deep ; the water in the 
craters was suflicient to drown the tallest. The 


only method of advancing was either to 
crawl frog-wiso, pushing one’s rifle hefcire 
one, or else to wade with rifle carrietl above 
the head. 

Through the mky darkness, drenched by the 
never-ceasing rain, the Sliropahirc.s slowly 
moved forward. A splash and a gurgling cry 
revealed that sofne soldier liad fallen into a 
crater and was drowning. Bursting shells 
s()outed geysers of mud over the prone or 
wading men. 'J'Ik* wounded had to bo slowly 
extricated from the swamp. One nnwounded 
man stuck in the mud lay h<(lj)lesH and nndis- 
coven'd until tlm morning of April 2.5. 



lOfficiat rhtioe'aph. 

AFTER A BRITISH ATTACK. 
Wounded on their way to a dressing station. 


The alt»u-k was delivered in thnx) enluinns, 
and the diflieultifw may be imagined from tlio 
f(u;t that one of the columns took hours to cover 
200 yards. 'PIk! column on Iho right did not 
n'a<!h the enemy’s tretadaw till 1.30 a,in. on 
Ajtril 22. TIa-y took possession of them in- 
si)ite of heavy rifle, gn'iiade aial mu<‘liiia>-gnn 
lire. J.ater, cheering was heard to their left. 
'I'he centre column had rcaclaal its objective. 
At 5 a.m. th<( t'lu'iny massed lu'or a rnin«l 
eottag(' for a counter-attaek. It wtui repulsotl. 
By this time the left eoliimn had straggled up. 
Another eount«r-atta<!k failed and our line w'a." 
completely re-esteblished. 

During the action the French artillery to the 
left vigorously bombarded the sector east of 







THE CHARGE OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND AND ROYAL FUSILIERS AT ST. ELOI. 
Dashiog through the eaemy*s barbed'Vrire entanglements when they took the German first and second line trenches. 
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tho Ypro-s-Pilkem road. Of individual dml« of 
gallantry a fnw may 1 m) roconntod. 

A lanoo-corporal Hj)out hours, from 4 a.m. 
to 10.30, goUin)? a wounde<l man back a flistancc 
of 000 yards. He carried him at first, till 
wound(id in the shouldt'r ; then he dragged and 
pushed him through the mud, being, after day¬ 
light, all t he time uikU't heavy fire, and when 
he got him in was himself in a state of complete 
(‘xliaustion. A private, after being wounded in 
the knee, managed to trawl into the Oerman 
trench and n'fustui to kiave bettau.se we had 
insutticient strength, ns he thought, to hold it. 
Ho stayed there, helping to repulse two tiounter- 
attaeks, for 30 hours; and then he had to be 
carried out. on a strtdchir. Another private 
held a sap siiecessfiilly against a counter-attack 
single ha.nded. One oflieer went on directing 
tlu! attack with one ann literally hanging 
by a shred. A sergeant spent two hours on tin' 
following day iligging a wounded man out of the 
mud in daylight, being sniped at the whole 
time. A private in the K..4.M.t'. atteialed to 
hetwc'cn 31) and It) wounderl men in the open, 
being hiiu.s<'lf wouiak'il in llie heail while he was 
lining it. He went on, and afterwards orga¬ 
nized parties for bringing in isolated wounded 
left in the mud. 

“ We have Ix-en <•omJ>elled," ran tlie (lerman 
otlicial report, “ to evacuate our newly won 
trenches on the bangemarck-^'p*'*'-'* road on 
aecount of high llood.s, whielimade consolidation 
impossilile.” Probably Hritish bombs, rifles 
and bayoni'ts also contributed, in no small 
measure, to the ri arward movement ! 

On the front from St. Hloi to .Arras there was 
no co.ssation of the fighting and ctmnonading. 
In the si'ctor Iwios Arras there were violent 
engagements during the last week of February. 
On the 22nd the (iermans who the night 
before had broken the (irsi line of trenches at 
the (iivi'nchy Wood were dislodged. The 
seven battalions of the enemy had suffered 
•severely from I'urtain, rifle and nuwhine-gun 
fire. On the same dn_y the Oermans .south-etisf 
of Rocliiicourt ex|)loded a mine, but were unable 
to take po.ssession of th(' I'rator. In their turn, 
the Allies, on the 2l)th, e.vploded mines in t wo 
galleries in the vicinity of Vimy, and east 
of file road from Neuville St. Vaa.st to La Folic; 
on March 2 thi'y blew np a mini' under an old 
crater which the enemy wu.s occupying and they 
raptured the now crater thus formed. 

'I’tie same day the Hohenzollern Redoubt, 
which, it w’ill be remembered, had chei'ketl the 


advance of the British left at the Batt le of I^oos, 
w'as again and for several days aftorward.s the 
scone of a sanguinary struggle. At 5.45 a.m. 
five mines which had been placed by the British 
under the (lonnan front-line trenches wore 
exploded on a frontage which was roughly that 
of the National Oallory in Trafalgar Stpiarc. 
Down the slight, rise in the gi'ound came a fearful 
avalanche of clods, saiul-bags anil mangled 
bodies. A few minutes later Irish troops 
threaded their way through the debris to occupy 
the newly formed craters and to bomb the 
(iermans escaping into their communicafion 
trenches. The craters wi'i'c (aken with ii loss 
of only (if) men. 

The Irish were not left for long in undi.sturbod 
poss(!ssion. A deluge of shells of all calibres 
and kinds was poured on Ibis narrow spot by 
tlu' (lerman guns in the background. The 
rallied and reinforced (ierniun infantrv ruslusl 
out of the communication trenches lo reeo\'er 
tiu' lost grouinl. (Ireuades thrown bv hand or 
fired from rifles burst amotig the Irish, 'the 
(lerman snipers were busily engaged in picking 
off an,v m in w hose I)<mI\- was visible, but w ith 
grenades anil bayonet our gallant .soldii-rs main- 
t;iined (heir position. During the next fesv 
days the I'nemy <■onstantly counter-attacked 
and endeavoured by mines to ex|)cl tbeir 
assailants. In the course of the aitiiai 
niunerous feats of daring wcri' |)crformed. For 
example, a lanee-eorjioral, not content with 
throwing one bomb at a time, filled two .“and- 
bags with .some 40 grenades and burk'd the 
bags at a parly of advancing (Iermans, the sur¬ 
vivors of whom fled. On March 18, however, 
the Oermans by t'xploding mines captured three 
of the craters at the Hohon/.ollern Redoubt. 

On the 23rd we raidt'd successfully a trench 
near the Bethune • La Bassee road, and the 
enemy exploded mines north of the La Basiseo 
canal anil others north-east of Neuve f'hapelle, 
while he delivered an unsuccessful grenade 
attack north of Arras. The next day grt'nt 
activity was shown by both sides in the .secto." 
between the La Bassee canal and Arras. On 
the 2(lth, near (he Hohenzollern Redoubt, there 
was lirater fighting in which our men were vic¬ 
torious ; op])osite Hulltich the (Iermans ex 
ploded mines, but the British e.stablished them¬ 
selves in the craters; and there were tierce 
encounters south of Neuville 8t. Vna.st. At the 
beginning of April, boj h sides exploded mini's at 
t he Hohenzollern Redoubt and near the Hulluch 
fpiarries. 
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North-woRt of Lons, on April 13, a small 
]>arty raided tho Gorman front-iino trenches 
and killed some of tho occupants. Tho German 
.H<?adf|uartt‘rH Staff, three (lay.s later, reported 
that “ on both sides of tho La Bass6e canal, 
t.hor<' was artillery at'tivity and incrcMised vif)- 
lenco in mine fighting,” and that “ in the region 
of V'onacllos, a British position over 00 yards in 
extsaif was destroyed by mine explosions.” 
This untoward incident appears to have 
occurred in th(! neighbourhood of the Hulluch 
quarric's. The next tlay- -Sunday, the lOlh- 
our troojis su<!ces.sfully raided the enemy 



trenches south of the B<^thune-La Bass^e road. 
On the 19th there was grenade fighting round 
the Hulluch quarries, and mining activity there 
and south of Givenchy-cn-Gohello. On the 20th 
and 27th we raided the enemy trenches south of 
tho La Bass^e canal, and there was an encounter 
with the Germans south of Souchez. Tho day 
before the enemy had inailo four unsuccessful 
atfacks between tho La Bassi^e canal and the 
'S'pres salient near Armontiores. 

Goinciding with t he abortive rising at Dublin, 
tho Germans on the morning of the 27f.h gassed 
the Inniskillings an<l Dublin Fusiliers defending 
the “ ('halk-|)it salient” south of Hulluch. 
'I’his jioint was doubtless selected by the 
Crown I’rince of Bavaria for special attention 
b(‘eause the troops garrisoning the salient Mere 
countrymen of Casement. If they had not 
stooil firm, German wireless would have in¬ 
formed th(^ Americans anil otluT neutrals that 
the Allies could no longtr count on tho Irish 
troops. If these were the calculations of the 
German eommanders, they were woefully' disap- 
|)ointe(l. .-Ml through the pnwious day and 
night the enemy's arlilliry had been bombard¬ 
ing the area on which the British had estab¬ 
lished fhemst'lves during the Battle of Lofis. 
The Hohcn/.ollcrn Bedoubt trench<-s were 



AFTER THE BATTLE OF ST. ELOl. iOfficM Piiotoemt~in. 

Oerinan prisoners captured by the Northumberland PusiUert and the Royal Fusiliers. Smaller picture: 
Men of the ‘‘Fiffhtinif Fifth’’ returninif to the trenches. 
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lAffrr }yur Office Official Film. 

MEN OF THE. CONNAUGHT RANGERS WAITING IN A TRENCH. 


altuckcd. Between tlie Beiloubt and Htillneh 
a mine was c'xpkxled. Other mines were sprung 
iK>rth-((n.st of V'enm.’lles and north-east of tile 
T)oiil)le Crassier. Great scarlet glares showi'd 
the expectant troops in the vicinity where these 
events were happening. 

The morning of the 27th broke clear and fair. 
There was a faint breezi' blowing from the 
north-east. Suddenly, at 5.10 a.in., the Ger¬ 
mans discharged their poisonous gas, directing 
the nozzle.s of the cylinders towards the “ Chalk- 
jiit Salient.” Simultaneously a barrage of 
liM’hryinatory shi'lls was laiil down on our sup¬ 
port and reserve lines to prevent ri'inforceinents 
being sent to the assistance of the garrison. 

Out of the little satchels slung ncro.s.s their 
shoulders the Irishmen pulled their gas helmets 
which they has ily donned. In the midst of th • 
gas, which slowly drifted over anil between, 
them, they awaited the coming onset. The 
Gennans, who pose as expert psychologists, 
delayed the attack. Perhaps they calculatoil 
that tho Irish, as Celt«, would not boar the 
delay with that stolid equanimity which is 
characteristic of the English and Scotch. At 
7.30 a.m. a second gas cloud was discliarged, 
and the salient was so furiously bombarded 
that tho parapet, at its angle, was in places 
cojupletely blown away. A few minutes later 
the infantry attack was launched. If the 
Germans expected to find panic-stricken or 


friendly opponents, they were utterly mis¬ 
taken. As at Le ('ateau, and at the second 
Battle of Ypres, the Jnniskillings and tlio 
Dublin Fusiliers proved to the Germans that 
the. t^elts of our islands were ns fine fighting 
material as the descendants of the Angies, 
Sa.xons, Danes, and Ntirmans. 

The barbed wire protecting the soutliern 
side of the salient had not been destroyed by 
the bombardment. There the enemy were 
mowed down by the ra))id fire of the Dublin 
Fusiliers. Forty detid bixlies, including the 
corpse of an officer, remained hanging in the 
midst of the wire entanglement, and wounded 
crawling ba<'k and t(>rrified fugitives told that 
the attack hod failed. The assault on the 
angle and northern face of the salient was 
momentarily successful With fierce yells the 
Germans entered the trenches; but they re¬ 
mained in them only for a few minutes, for the 
Inniskillings in reserve hurled themselves on 
the foe, and at the point of tho ba.vonot drove 
them helter-skelter back. As they fled a 
macliine gun, skilfully posh'd, cut lanes through 
the flying enemy, very few of whom twcapwl 
to toll their comrades that, as in the critical 
days of July and August, 1914, the Kaiser’s 
advisers had sadly blundered when they sup¬ 
posed that the Irish soldiers were anxious to 
aban<lon the British cause. 

The lost days of April witnessed considerable 
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IRISH TROOPS BOMBING 


ttctivity OH both sidos. Oil tlio 28tli w<! raidod 
German frotit-Iine trcmchos near llie Double 
f’rassier, aivl early the lu'xt luorning, attxsr 
heavy bombardment and imder cwor of pas, 
the enemy made two small attacks opposite 
Hullueh. But their pas was driven back 
owing to the wind shifting and th<' ground 
behind the enemy's line was coloured by it 
over a front of about l,00(t yards to a flepth 
of about .’1,000 yards. Tlie Germans sulTi-reil 
a considerable number of cas\ialties from il 
and our artillery fire ; for miyiiy of them liad 
run back through the British barrage of shells, 
('ontemporancously the Gormans liberated gas 
north of the Ab^ssines-WuKaTghem road at the 
southern extremity of the Ypres salient. The 
g.rs was followed by infantry’, who wf’n' driven 
back by artillery fire and by’ British bombs 
and bay'onets. 

In the meanwhile, from Arras to the northiTn 
btiiik.s i,f the Somme, nothing otsairrtsl to 
indicato that thi' Allies proposed, as in fact was 
th(! case, seriously’ to attack the German line in 
this region. On February 27 a small Gennan 
attack south-oa.st of Allxtrt was repiil.sed. On 
th(' 29th, north of the Somme, the British 
infantry and machine guns dispersed a party of 
the enemy who atteinptixl tf) advance from 
thcur trenches, under cover of a bombardment. 
Wo raidfsl enemy trenches near Gommeoourt 
on March 23. Four days Igter the enemy, after 
an intense bombardment, att<xnt)ted to carry 


the front lino position of the .Allies between tlu‘ 
•Somme and fh<“ Avre in the neighbourhood of 
Mamsmrt. According to th(' German r(>port, 
about th(' .same time some weak .Knglish de¬ 
tachments took the off(aisivc. near ba Boissclks 
which, north-ixist of AlbtTt, was soon to be the 
scene of (h'sjxTalx’ fighting. On April 7, after 
very’ hca\y' bombardmixit. Gcnmm raid('rs 
capturcil one of onr trenches north of the 
Atigni, but were (juickly exixdled. , ]’erhaj)s 
because tliey were apj)ri‘hensive of our inten¬ 
tions at that point, the Germans, on .\])ril 11. 
again attxufiod near La Boisselh? and took 
29 ])risoners and a machine-gun, theii’ advance 
being |)receded by flights of lachryanatory 
shells. Before the action ended they were in 
full retreat. The next day, April 12, the 
British tr'onchos north-east of (tarnoy were 
vainly assaiiltxxl by the enemy’, but w’o lost 
som<! men of a parly working on the front wire. 
Near Abmiet'/.. on April 19, a hostile' raid was 
n'jnilsed. We in our turn on the 22nd raided 
trenches south-west of Thiepval. It w’ill be 
rt!coll('cted tliat after tlx.' Battle of the Marne 
the German right wing had been extended to 
t.he plateau of Thiepval, north of Albert., ami 
t hat the race for the se>a had commenced when 
Joll're di.s(!overed that the Gennans were 
slipping northwards from the plateau. On the 
occasion of the raid of April 22, 13 Germans 
were ca]>tnretl, and <nir men, by Ijombing, 
killed a large nnmlx'r of the (?nerny who had 
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AN HNKMY TKKNCH. lAJIet War Offu, Officuil Him,. 


ttiki'ii rcfnKr' in (licir diijr-nnts. Diirinp: tlin 
lust ilnvs Ilf April tlicri' was sonu' ilesiiltory 
(ifililiiijj near Kriconrt, ami on lha 27(li dclails 
of (lie l'ii‘df(ird>liir(' Ki'niinatit. with a loss of 
< i(ilit woiindod, rusliad onoiny Iroiiclics iiaar 
('ariioy. and liy (iarcc haial-to-liand lighting 
dro\i' till' remainder of (he garrison into their 
dng-onts. where they were hotnhed. 

Ih'tween the Sonmie and the jntation of the 
()ise and Aisne at ('oinpiegne aet ivity on neither 
side wa.s pronoinieed. At tlie heginning of 
•Man'll an enemy work in tlie region of 
Ifenvrainges was destroyed by the eoneentrafetl 
(ire of .several Freneh batteries. On Mareh 29 tlie 
(lennans. after a v iolent lioinbardment. pene¬ 
trated into an advanced portion of the Kreni'h 
liiai west, of V'onnanilovillers. north of f'hanlne.s. 
'I’hey were promptly expelled by a eoimter- 
attack, but, according to (he Oerman account, 
they took a captain aial 57 men |)risoncrs. On 
the Hist small |)osts in the region of Dompii'rre 
were inelTocI ually assaulted by the enemy. On 
April 19 a Oerman re<'<innaissance in the dis¬ 
trict of Hove was di.spersed by French ride tire 
before the enemy reached the wire entangle¬ 
ments nortb of Andeehy. On the last day of 
the month (he French jiositions in the region 
south of Lassigny between Attiehy and I.e 
Hamel were at tiwked: hut althiaigh the (lennans 
temporarily obtained a footing in oiai portion of 
the line, they miwle no pennanent headway, a 
counter-attack expelling (hern. 


North of the Aisne. and from the Aisne to the 
enstcin environs of Kheim.s, matters were on 
the whole livelier from February 22 to the end 
*if -April. The French artillery on I'Vbruary 27 
ilestroyed Oerman fortifications in front of 
Veiiiy.el and east of 'Froyon. and on March 2 the 
enemy works to the east of Neuville and south 
of flerry-au-Hac were siwcrely damaged by 
shell fire, while a strong (.lerman (latrol which 
had attacked one of the French posts north of 
the Aisne was repulsed with consiilcrable los 
the saiu" day. On Mareh lt> a vigorous effort 
was made by Saxon regiments to pierce the 
French line between Troyon and Jlerry-au- 
Mac. The attack was preceded by a violent 
bombardment, which lasted several hours. The 
point selected was the salient formed by 
the French trenches at the Hois dcs Huttes. 
From (he tneagre reports which were pub¬ 
lished. it appears that (he Saxons fought their 
way into the western jiortion of the wood, and, 
if the (lerman is to be belh'vcd, 

captured 7H7 unwounded prisoners, including 
12 officers, and a revolving gun, 5 miU'hine 
guns and 111 bomb mortars. The l''rench, how- 
er^er, stated that the enemy were tinally driven 
out of the po.sition which they hod taken. 
.■According to the (lennans. it was 1,599 yards 
long and 1,199 yards deep. 

Some vlays Inter. ^March 13 or 14, the enemy 
made three more attempts to carry the trenches 
on the north-west fringe of the Bois des Buttes 








492 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


and on tho 17th an attack was iliroctod against 
a small post to the south-east of the wood. It 
was repulsed after hand-grenade fighting. The 
French artillery the same day bombarded the 
enemy po.sitions in the regioiw of Ville-au-JJois 
and Craonne. The activity of the Germans at tliis 
point was probably intended to draw the Allied 
reserves away from the Hattie of Vh'rdnn. The 
position of the French north of the Aisne, 
fighting as tljey were with a river at their back, 
had always been precarious, and a powerful 
German threat hero was caUuilated t(j alarm 


On the 11th of that month tlieir artillery 
caught a strong German column marching 
on tho. road Dos Damns and inflicted serious 
loss on it, and from the German communique 
of April 13 it would seiom that our Allies 
flelivered a gas atta(<k in the vicinity of 
Puisaleine, north-west of (tompiegne. A Ger¬ 
man reconnaissantio which on the 24th sought 
to penetrate tho French lines on the plateau of 
I’aissy was rtjpulsed with loss, and the next 
day, after artillery preparation, tho French 
carried a .small wood to the south of the Bois- 


thom. Fortunabdy Joffrc and d<' Gastoln^u 
were not Bazaine and JVlac.Mahon, and their 
wills were not to bo shaken by mere demon- 
stration.s, and it was the Frtuich who during 
April took the offensive north of tlw! .Aisne. 


des-Buttes, taking 158 imwounded prisoners, 
including four oflicers, two maciune guns and a 
trench mortar. 

The area lying between Rlu'ims and the 
Argonne had been the .scene of the offensive 
t)f the Allies and the counter-offensive of tho 
Germans in the late atitumn and winter of 1915. 
While the Batlh- of Verdun jtrogrtjssed there 
was no rest in this jairt of the battle line, 
although tho fighting had not the inteiwily 
which <'harncterizcd the struggle round the great 
French fortress. 

On tho morning of February 25 the French 
attacked and captured an enemy salient to the 
south of St. Maric-ii-l’y, taking 300 prisoners. 



BRITISH TROOPS IN A COMMUNICATION TRENCH, lOficiai Phoiofraphs. 
Taking up iron poata for wire entanglementa. Smaller picture: Using a periscope. 
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[Afkr War Office Official Film. 

WITH AN IRISH DIVISION AT THE FRONT. 

In a recently blown up trench. 


tiicludiiig .') ftflicnrs ntui Mi non-conimissionoil 
oHicors. Till- noxt diiy the Oonniwi.s endifii- 
voiirod vainly to rctako the stilinnt. Four 
more of their olIiiicrM and 20 more non-eorninis- 
sioned oftieerH fell into the liundK of the French, 
wIiOMO artillery at tlie aanu! time bomhardeil 
the works of the enemy north of Ville-.nnr- 
Toiirlx' ami in the n'gion of Mont Tetvi. On 
t ho 2t)tii the hatterios of o\ir Ally wreeked th<' 
(lermnu organizations on or about Hill lOlI, 
and, west of Maisons-de-dhampagne, the enemy 
('xplodofl a mine, th(« erat('r o! which was, how¬ 
ever, oeeiipied by the French. At the end of 
the first week of March the (’.ermans strove to 
break through the French lint's between Mont 
TStii and Maisons-de-(.lham})agne. Their flam- 
menwerfer wit*' lavi.shly ('inployed, but. met by 
a barrage of shells, the attack did not mate¬ 
rialize oxc<!|)t on the left, where, in the vicinity 
of the latter jtoint, a small advanced work, with 
-—according to the Oerman communique —2 
ofIi(.!ers and 150 men, fell into the hands of tltt> 
enemy. The next day it Mas recovered by the 
French, who captured 85 prisoners, including 3 
officers and a machine gun. The German 
counter-attor'k which followed was repulsed. 
On the 15th the French south of St. Soupplet 
carried a trench west of the Somme-Py-Souain 
road and took some prisoners. This achieve¬ 
ment was denied by the Oerman Staff, who 


asserto'l that Ihi' op('ration was unsuccessful and 
that the French had lost 2 officers, 150 un- 
woimded prisoners and 2 motdiint' guns. 

Such were sotn(> of tlu' incidcnls which 
occiwrcd in Chain])agn('. Nor was the hilly 
forest of the Argoanc. which bounded on the 
left the battlefield of N'crdnn, neglected by 
either of the opjtoni'iits in that gigantic and 
jirolonged contest. On March 2 and earlier 
the French guns I'oncentruted their fire on 
the woods of Cheppy and the German trenches 
and works north of La Harazi''e. 'I’he next day 
they also paid attention to the enemy’s position 
at the Fillo Morte, while a counter-mine was 
successfully exploded by the Fn'nch engineers 
at St. Hubert. In the Bolontc Wood (north¬ 
east of Lachalade) a French attack was, 
according to the Germans, easily repuls<>d. 

March 0 was .signalised by mutual offensives. 
In the region of Courtes Chaussees a German 
post wo-s destroyed by a mine wliich created 
an enormous crater. The French pronifitly 
organized its southern lip. The Gennans, on 
the other hand, exploded two mines be.tween 
the Haute Ohevauchte and Hill 2.35. and their 
infantry soon af:er gained a footing at fioints 
ill the French front-line trtinches. They were, 
however, ejected, and the enemy were imabli' 
to ocoujiy the craters. On March 8, it hav'ing 
been reported that Gennan motor transport 










BRITISH TROOPS ATTACKING THE ENEMY UNDER COVER OF SMOKE BOMBS. 
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was using the roatls in tJus region of Mont- 
faucon, tliosc roads received particular atten¬ 
tion from the French gunners, who, on March 
14 bomhardc<l the Four-tlo-l’aris sector, 
blowing up an ammunition depot and 
injiu'ing the enemy raiWvuys, roads, and 
organizations in the region of IMontfaiusm- 
Avocourt. Two days laps’ the French vo7n- 
tiwni</i(e ran ; “In the Argonnti we carried 
out concc'ntratc.d lire on tlie (Jerman organiza¬ 
tion to the north-west of the V’arennes Hoad, and 
against the batteri<>s in (wdion in the enN'irons 
of Montfaiieon.” 

On the IStli tlien^ was niiiK' lighting to the 
advantage of the Fnsufh in the ststfor of th<' 
(iourtes Chaussees. A few days aft<‘r\^■ards 
(Man'll 20) (Serman trenches to tlie norih-east 
of the Four-de-Paris were wrecked by arlillerv 
lire, and at La Haute ('lievauchee the bursting 
of French shells was followed by a discharge 
of sulphurous vufiours from the subterranean 
reservoirs in which (Jernian chemists had storeil 
the cylinders containing poisonous fumes. The 
ni'.xl day there W'as grenade lighting at this 
point, and the French artillery pmireil a 
destructive lire on (lerman works near the 
road fnan V’i<'nne-Ie-t'hateau to Hinarville. 
On March 2.') a Oerman trench at the (‘ourtes 
('haiis.sees was eaptlin'd. A bombing |)o.st and 
slu'lter and an enemy work north of tlie Foiir- 
de-Paris wen- destroyed by a mine on March 29, 
similar damage being intlieled on th<' iihtli at 
the Filic .Morte and Hill 2H.'i. Tlie next day 
enemy troops marching in the direction of 
\’areniies were eanght by the French artillery. 
The western spur of the Avoeourt Wood was 
bombarded on April .‘1, a bloekbouse destroyed 
iiikI an enemy ammiinilion depot blown up. 
On April 7 the fiernian rntniniiiiif/iiv, after 
mentioning that French mine exjilosions to the 
north of Four-di'-Paris had been followed by 
short encounters, anmaineed that the French 
had em]iloyed tlanimcnwerfer. Whether that 
was so or not, the Kaisi'r’s troojis had no 
legitimate ground tor I'oniplainl. By intro¬ 
ducing these inhuman and rarely “ITective 
weapons into warfare, they had laid themselves 
open to retaliation in kind. On the 12th four 
emnoyflets * were e.xplodod by th(' Frein’h at the 
Filic Mortc, the Haute-t'hevauchee, and at 
Vauqnois. After a grenade action, the sent hern 
lips of two craters in the sector of the (.’ourtes 

-j- 

• A camo»flei is n sniall iiiiiicf iatciided to break die 
enemy’s mining galleries vvitliont rlislnrliing tlie surface 
of die gruiunl. 


(.Ifiaussi'es 'were occupied by our Allies. At 
Vauqnois, on the 17th, an enemy post with its 
occupants was blown up by a mine. ^Jore 
mine fighting occurred on the 24th, when the 
French heavy gims also do.stroyed a Oertnan 
post anti wrecked fifty yards of trench in the 
.sector of the Ftiiir-de-Paris. On the 29th th« 
French, by a coup dc. 7imiu, cli'ared out a (lerman 
trench north of tlie Foiir-do-Paris anti .secured 
some jiri.soners. 

W'liat was liap|iening* east of tlie wiioded 
barrier of the Argonne on both sides of the 
Mt'iise round \'erdun has been already rt'lated 
in (’hapters ('XXIII and CXXV. Mouth of 
Vertiun, along the heights of the Meu.se, rounti 
the west of the Oerman salient of St. Miliiel, 
iJWirtiss the forest-elatl regitin between the 
Meu.se and the Moselle at Pont-A-Moiis.son, tlie 
gunners, infantrymen and miners of the 
oppo.sing forces garrisoning or [iroteeting the 
long labyrinth of tri'iiches, redoubts, and dug- 
outs seldom had rest. On February 2(5 the 
French hea.vy artillery north-east of St. Mihiel 
bombarded sheds and ilepots near V'igneulles. 
On March 2 the station of Vigneulles was 
shelled. Two fires broke out. .several trains 
were struck and a locomotive destroyed. On 
the 4th the Oermans s|irung a mine near Les 
Eparges, the hill fortress captured with siicli 
heroi.sm by the French the year bi'fore, but 
were unable to occupy the crater. 

A week or so later (March Pl) the (Jermans 
at St. Mihiel pliwed floating mines in the 
Meii.se. which it was ho|ied would be carried 
down stream by the current. Fortunately tlwy 
were fished up before they caused any damage. 
Important enemy hiitments in the Heiidieoiirt 
Wood, north of St. Mihiel, wi-re bombarded on 
the 141 h. and the station and store-houses of 
Lamarclie were set on fire by the French artillery, 
which at this I'jioch paid .special attf'ntion to 
the villages at the foot of the height.s of the 
Meuse. East of the Forest of Apremont a 
(Jermau trench and numerous jirisoni'rs were 
captured on March Ki. The next day a salient 
of the enemy’s line in the Hois de Mortmare, 
west of I’ont-il-Mousson, was carried by our 
Allies. On the .‘lOth more floating mines were 
jilaced in the Meiisi' north of St. Mihiel by the 
(iermaiis, but they did no damage. The next 
day the enemy cantonments at. X’arvinay, in 
the Forest of Apremont. were bonibariled, and 
sevi'ral ammunition wagons were exjiloded. 

On April the Oehnans north tif St. Mihiel 
once more threw mini's into the Meu.se. They 
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ON THE LOOK-OUT FOR ENEMY AIRCRAFT. HV-W/>Wogr«/,». 

On the left two French soldiers using a range finder. On the right is a telescope for 

observation. 


floated down and oxplodod on tho Fronvh 
barrage without, causing any datnagti. A wi'ck 
lat(»r (April 12) a train standing north of the 
station of Heudicourt, north-cast of St. TVlihicl, 
was successfully shelled by French long-range 
giuia. These powerful pieces were constantly 
interfering wdth the (lernian coninnmications. 
For example, on April 14 they dropped shells 
on the station of Noveant-sur-Moselle and.on 
the bridge of Coniy, north of Pont-i\-Mousson. 
Towards th(! end of .4pril, on the 20th, which 

was tho .'lOth day of tho Battle of Verdun, three 

* 

attacks wore delivered in the morning against 
the French positions at Les Eparges. The first 
two wem coiuplctely rejnilsed ; in the <s)»irse of 
the third tlai Germans carried 220 yards of 
trench, but were immediately afterwards driven 
out. This engagement was converbxl by the 
pens of t he German General Staff into a trifling 
but, on the part of the Gennans, successful 
skirmish. “ German patrols,” said these 
artists, “ advanced on the Oombres Height into 
an enemy {)osition and brought back one offuior 
and 76 men prisoners.” During the remaining 
days of April the artillery of the French was 
particularly basy; thus on the 20th it was 
effectively replying to the German trench 
mortars in the Forest of Apremont. 


In Lorraine and Alsace there was a plentiful 
expenditure of animunition and a <-onsiderable 
number of minor (aigagements, which, liki- those 
between Arras and the Somme, might or might 
not h(' the prehah' to a great offensive in the 
near future. On February 27th there was 
another of fhe interminable artillery diu'ls at 
tht' Hartmannsweilerkopf. The same day an 
enemy fletachnumt in th<i region of Senont's was 
shelled and dis|)ersed. The night before the 
Gennans had delivered on a front of a mile and 
a quarter to the south-east of CtOles in the 
valley of the Blaine, a strong attack which had 
completely faih'd. On March 1 the French 
artillery opened on the enemy’s communication 
line in tho valley of the Thur. Tho next <lay 
strong Gennan patrols attacking the French 
posts in tho valley of the Laueh were repulsed 
with grenades. East of Soppois several Gorman 
trenches on tho right bank of the Great Largus 
were captured on the 3rd ; tliis was denied, 
however, by the Germans. ,ln the middle of 
March there vnm great activity on the part of 
the opposing artilleries in the sootpr of La 
Chapelotte and in the valley of the Thur, and 
the French raided successfully the enemy 
trenches of Stossweier and Carspach. On the 
16th tho Germans attacked south of the Thur 
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French positions near B\irnhaiyjt, but, checked 
by a barrage of shells projected by the French 
artillery, they made no progress. At 7 p.ni. on 
March 18 one of the lieavy guns of the enemy 
wluch hod been detailed to alarm the civ'ilians 
of Belfort fired shells into'* that town. North¬ 
east of Badonwciilk'r at Thiaville, in Lorraine, 
•ttiere was some sov<ire fighting during March. 
The (lermans admitted that they had been 
driven from the “Shooting-box” position on 
April 4, but they <rlaiiu to have recovered it on 
the 18th. The P’rench did not admit thi.s 
reverse: according to them some enemy 
elements who had penetrateil into thc) French 
trenches were driven out by a coimtor-attacik. 
On .\j)ril 28 t he French carried a small enemy 
post in the direction of tlie Col du Bonhomme. 
On the 24th, south-efust of Biulonweiller, the 
(lermans, after an intense hondjardment, tried 
to ca))lure a French salient at La Chapelotte ; 
some of the enemy gained a footing in the 
nort h-east part of the salient, but were jn-omptly 
dislodged. A similar fate attended anotln'r 
(lerman attack north of Scsiones. The <'neniy 
lo.sses in the La (fiiapelotte engagement alonc^ 
wen' estimated at about the total losses 

of the British at the decisive battle of I'aanle- 


berg in the Boer War. On the 2Cth the (lermans, 
it they aro to be believed, carried the first an<l 
second French line upon and opposite Hill 542 
north-east of Oelles, some small detnc'hments 
entering the tlurd line of trenc.hes and blowing 
u)) numerous shelters. On the 29th they 
attempted, according to the French conitnun iqui, 
three coups-d-e-rnriin during the night; one was 
directed against the French trenches in the 
Ban-de-Sapt, another at the Tete-de-Faux, and 
the third, south of Largitzen : all tlu-cc wore 
repulsed with heavy losses. 

While th(' struggle above ground an<l \in<ler 
its surface wont on uninterruptedly, but with 
varying viohmee, the air was also embraced in 
the area of conflict. Obser\ation balloons 
ascenilcd, and airships aiifl aeroplanes crossed 
and rc<'ro.ssnd the immc'tisc front of Itnltlt!. 
The W'ar in the air cantiot Is* fully dealt with 
here, but a few incidents may be related so that 
the reader may be \-ividly remindect of the new 
arm, which ha(t had so much influence on both 
strategy an<l tiwtics. 

On February 2() nine of the French bom¬ 
barding aeroplanes travcsiled beliind the (lerman 
lines ami dropped 144 launbs on th<' M("tz- 
Sahlons station, and on the same day another of 


's 



THE FRENCH AIR SERVICE. 
At work at a balloon inflation ttstion. 


[Olficial Pholostaph. 
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A FRENCH DOUBLE-ENGINED 
AEROPLANE 

Fitted with an aircraft mitrailleuse. 

l.ho Kreiicli lun’ial s(|im(lroiis inflicttMl .similar 
damage on the enemy estahlishments at 
(■hamhloy, north-west of Pont-h-.Moiisson. Jii 
tli(‘ fortiKT raid an aeroplane wu« sliot flown hy 
anti-airf;rafl guns and two oflieers eaptnred. 
On tho last flay of February a Freneh military 
transport train was field u)) fiy a German 
aeroplane between Hesangon and .liissey, and il 
was claimed tliat the crew of the aeroplane bad 
sucff'ss ully attacked with tlicir machine-gun 
a convoy train. A flay or so Inter Knaieh air- 
Sfpiadrons wrecked the stations at. Ciiambley 
an<l Ben.sflorf and injured the German works at 
Avrieourt, nortli-east ftf Jvuneville. On Marefi 7 
sixtet'ii Fri'iich aeroplanes viere again above 
the Melii-Sablfins station, dealing (Mit destruc¬ 
tion on the trains bidow them. Attacked by a 
Gf'rman aerial stpiudron the French aviatia's 
retumefl with tht‘ loss of one aerfiplane, the 
engine of which had failed. On the 14l.h a 
squadron of eleven French aeroplanes bfunbed 
the station at Urieulles. A group of sov<>nt<'en 
on the 17th wi'rti again over the Metz-Sablons 
and al.so o^■er the Conflans station, w'hile 
another squatlron dropiierl five bombs on the 
station at Arneville and ten on the tM'rodromt! 
of Dieuze. The aviation-ground of Habsheiiu 
and the goods station at Miilhauson were tlm 


objectives of twenty-eight. French machines on 
the' 18th. The Germans assert that they brought 
down four of th.i raiders. On the IlOth the 
stations of Metz-Sablons and I’agny-sur-Mo.sello 
were attacked, and on April I anti 2 tlm 
station of Fitain, the German bivouacs in the 
neighbourhood of Nantillois. and tho village of 
Azennes and Brioulles-sur-Motme. As “ a 
reprisal for the bombardment of Dunkirk by a 
Zeppelin,” tm the 2nd. thirty-one Allied 
machines dropjxxl eighty-three bombs of heavy 
(calibre on the enemy cantonments <if Keyf'tu, 
I'k'.ssen. Terrest and Hout.hulst. Ihiring the 
night of April 10-11 a French s<(uadron bombeil 
the stations of Nantillois and Brieulles. 
.Although sonu'what hampered by an intense 
mist, another scpiadron in the small hours of 
the l.'ith—Ititli dischargf'd twelve bombs on the 
t'onihms and eight on the Arneville stations, 
si.vteen on the Kombach l'a.etories, atid eleven 
on the railroads at 1‘agny and Ars-siir-Meurth<'. 
Th" stations at Nantillois and Britailles, the 
village of Fltain, the bivouacs in the Forest of 
Spineourt, the cantonments of Vii'ville and 
Thillot were tri'ated in like fashion. On the 
night of the 2:trd-24lh forty-eight bombs of 
heavy calibn' were released over the station of 
Vyfwege, east of the Fori-st of Houthul.st, in 
the environs of A'ja'es, and jjiaees on German 
lines of communication in the Verdun region 
received attention, twenty-one shells and eight 
incendiary bombs being drojiped on the station 
of Longuyon. fivt' shells on that of Stenav, 



AERIAL DREADNOUGHT. 

A quick-firifi)! tun on a French aeroplane. 
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twelve on tlm ('ntn]).s to tlu' <(n.st of Dim mid 
thirty-two sholln on (h>rrnan ostnhlislimonlM in 
the Montfaucon region, und on tlie station of 
Nantillois. After sunset on April 2(i sqnadrons 
of Froneh ni'roplanes IoosimI thirty-si'von hondis 
of 120 inin. on ilifferent staiions in the valley of 
tlie Aire, twenty-five bombs of this calibre 
on hivoiUM's in the valley of the Orne, six 
similar bombs and two incendiary bombs on 
the station at 'J'hionville and eight bombs of 
120 mm. on the (Jonflans station. On '.riairsday, 
April 27, a Freiu-h sipmdron bomixsl the 
.station of Lamarche, in the Woevre, and on the 
night of April 27-S thc! stations of Aiidim-le- 
Komans, (Jrandpre and C'halleranges, and also 
hutments near Spin<-ourl. The ensuing night 
a factory in full operation at Hayange in 
(lennan Isuraiiie and bivouacs to the east of 
A/.anta*s were, in sjiito of very violent wind, 
bombarded by a French sijuadron (aigaged on 
it s liunilrisitli raid. 

.Vu analysis of the Knaieh, Hritish and 
<ierma.li roinntioiliiin's roxcals that, so far as 
raiding si(ua.drous wen- eoiieerued, the balan<-e 
ot activity was heavily on thi' sidi- of the Allies. 
Nevertheless, oeeasioiadly a (li'rmaii .s(|uadroii 
erossed the .'\llii-d lines. For instaiiei'. on 
-April 27 the (iermans re|)ort<‘d that the 
barracks ami station of St. Menehonld had been 
bomlxMl ami the railway line in the iS’oblellc 
X'alli'y. south of Snippes. had been liberally 
shellcil by t la-ir aviidors. 

Several of the French raids above men¬ 
tioned. aim'll at strategic points on the 
eiK'iny's eommnnications, were, it will he 
iiotiei'd. noetnrnal. The .Allied sipiadrons 
during the night were able to evade the (ierman 
ui-rial patrols. In the ilaytime that was not so 
easily accomplished, ami duels and miniature 
bitlles in the air were of freipnail. ocenrronce. 
'I'hus, on February 27, Adjutant Navarre, on a 
muno|>lane in the A'erdun region, briaight down 
by nuW'himegun fire two (Ierman aeroplanes. 
He had previmtsly aci'ountod lor tlu'i'o of the 
enemy mai'liines. On the 2!)th th<' Hritish 
a\’iators had twenty enemnitt'rs in the air and 
iSir Douglas Haig rejiorted (hat an Albatross 
was brought down south of Mcrville ami that 
another burst into llain-.'s and fell near ha 
Bassee. Our loss was only on<i mwhine. 

■■i About this date Flight Sub-hiout. Simms, 
K.N.A.S., atUujked and shot down a. hostile 
aeroplane, which fell in flames close to the 
Belgian t renches. On March 2, near Douauinont, 
the French aviator Navarre wnaiked an 



AD,IUTANT NAVARRF. (on rlfiht). 

Who brought down by machine-^un fire two 
German aeroplanes in the Verdun reffion. 

.\lbatross. ,Si.x days later fifteen tlerui'in 
111 lehines were put to flight by th(> Freiieh, ami 
two weri' brought down in t'hampagiie, three 
near Verdun. On the other hand, the German 
airman, Jai'ut. heffers, shot down a British 
bijilane, north of Bapaiime, on March l.'i, and 
over Haumont (north of Vi-rdun) a large French 
battle-plane w'lis put out of action. .About the 
.same time Lieut, (luynemer furtlii*r dis- 
(ingui.shod himself near \'erdun. Thi' limitenant 
was a notable destroyer of German airmen 
Starting on his daily hunt, piloting a new and 
smaller aeroplane than usual, but a much 
swifter machine, he noticed two German air¬ 
craft .sailing above him and placed himself 
hehind one of these. When he judged the range 
suitable he riddled the German with bullets. 
The German machino turned over and ei-ashed 
to the ground. 

After this first victofy (luynemer swooped 
down ^ou the second Gi'rman aeroplane, but 
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miHjnilgiiig his s|h«mJ, througii unfainiliarity 
with his rnacluiio, hn forged ahea<f of tho 
ffenrian after firing some seven or eight shota, 
^■hieli went wide. 'I’iie enemy, who thus had 
the advantage, opened fire on tho Freneh- 
ji>an and riddled his engine easing with bullets. 
Splinters struck Ouynemor in the face, cutting 


THE AKRIVAI. OF RUSSIAN TROOFS 
IN FRANCE. 

Faradin^ for disembarcation 
Smaller picture: The General Commandant 
welcomes a Russian officer. 

somewhat deeply into his cheek and nose, whili^ 
two hullets went through his left arm. 

(hiynemor let. himself drop like a stone for 
ahiaif 1,000 fwd, .so as to give his opjionent the 
impression that he had hroiight him down. 
Th(' German, thinking tin- battle won, jiroeeeded 
on his way. Meanwhile Guynomer ri'coveretl 
him.self, and steering liis nuicliine with one hand, 
sueeeeiled in landing within the French lines.* 
On March IH Navarnt stsirtsl his seventh 
Gia-inan tufroplane. Tin' same day an ai'rial 
«>ngag('mcnt between British and German airmt'ii 
t ook place near Ypres and La Baasee, and a 
German mat'hine was bronghl. down ni'ar 
Kadinghern. On March 30 there was another 
encounter, when we, in our turn, lost three 
TiifM'hines. In Champagne, on tho 30th, tho 
French airman, Doutrien, brought down ij 
Fokker, ami the brave and chivalrous German. 
Jjieut. Tmnielmann, east of Bapuume, got tht' 

• I'hi.s incident was rojxirted by tlio Matin. 
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bettor of a Ttritish biplane, onjitTiring its two 
oceu[)antfl. From the Ch'iinan communique of 
March 31 lie appears to have accounted for 
another—his 13th. Tlie siune day, ntiar Bel¬ 
fort, an Aviatik was destroyed by a Fiench air 
pilot. On April I and 2 Uiore were ninnerous 
encounter'!. A British bifilane was ftirced to 
desci'nd near Bollebeko in the Oomian lines ; 
a thniian machine was shot down in the region 
of Lons, and one of our airmi'n drove off five 
hostil'i machines. 'Phe next day, south of 
Souchez, a Oenuan aeroi-ilano was brought to 
(h(! ground. 

On April the Oerinan Staff jmblishcd an 
luilruthful table of the results of the iwrial 
fight iig in March. As this table is valnablo 
evideiure of the straits to which 1h(! Gcnnan 
authoritie-! were redncfsl in thc'ir (aborts to 
conctial from the (ierman and Austro-Hungarian 
)ieo))l('s the facts of the position, we repro¬ 
duce it. 



[O/lii ial Pllolograph. 

LIEUT. GUYNEMER. 

The French flirman carrying the colours presented 
to the French Air Service. 



FLIGHT SUB-LIEUT. SIMMS, R.N.A.S. 

Attacked and shot down an enemy aeroplane, 
which fell in flames close to the Belgian trenches. 


“ The following arc the lo-scs of the aerial 
battles on the Western Front during March : 




til nrrial ImHIes 

Shot liowM fruin the enrtti 

Itlissinj/ ... 

liivulmitury de.seeiU in Uerianii 
lines 


,, iKreneh iind 

Crenuan. | 






14 


I 


44 


“ Twenty-five of the.se enemy aeroplanes fell 
into our hands. 'I'hc descent of the other 
niimteen uiachino.s has been observed without 
leaving any doubt.” 

The French in their cominiiniqiie of March 30 
stated that on this one day alone they had 
broiight down six (Stirman ai'rojilaiu's and that 
two more were shot ilown by anti-aircraft guns! 

In the early part of the month a good speci- 
nu'U of a Fokker inaehine was eapliinsl by the 
British under the following amusing eireuni- 
stances : 

A slrnpping .sniilief. lui cx-fiimrdsinnn now belon^-ing 
to a signtd eompony i>f the Uoyiil Engineers, wns 
trundling along on tiis hieyete, when lie .suddenly eaino 
upon the aeene of the luigling. tie beheld an nnruplimo 
wliivli was eleurly not of British pattorn, and u well 
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swathed figurti standing by it. The idea that it was 
likely to prove an enemy machine never ontored the 
ftoldior’rt head. He frankly admits that ho took it to 
ho a JKreuuh aeroplane which hml boon forced to alight. 
Uavitig dismounted, he wont up to tho Boche with his 
hand oxtonded and a genial smile. 1'he Clorinan sliook 
it silently and sadly. 'I'ho weli-meuniug Tommy then 
began to flouiidor into ]>igoon-l’>enrlu I'lie Boehe 
iniinnuriMl and slowly wagged his head. 

Tho soldier then moved towards the machine with (he 
i lea of investigating the trouble which had brought it 
lo earth. It wnsjust at this juncture a party of Ftisiliers 
e<irmo around a bend of the road. 'I'aking in the situation 
- *a black cross aeroplane on tho ground and what was 
evidently one of its omii>ants trying to gt^t the engine 
to work again—they came on at the double, tinslinging 
(heir rides as they canto. 

The tapper's presoiieo of mind seems to have gone 
by tho board. He suspected some trick and took to his 
heels. This was nearly his undoing. H'he Fusiliers, 
concluding that ho was a Boehe trying t(» make away 
with papers or photographs, paused and let fly. JIapi)ily 
the aim was too liurried to be good. 'Jhe soldier took « 
dying 4oap into tho roadside ditch and there awaitc<.l 
eaptiuro. 

When he loarned that he had missed tho chance of 
making this fine capture himsolf single-handed his 
language wa'^ (juito unrcjjcatablo. 

The last straw was the guttural ehorfling of tho 
(rorman airman, who had ne^•er moved throughout and 
was not therefore fired at.* 

On the Sth a Fokkor w an }>rought down noar 
Esnos, and another on tho t)tl\ in Chinn])agne. 
Till! (Jerinans assert that on one of these dnys 
the French lost two aeroplanos, and that a, 
presumably, British aeroplune was " seen to 
crash to earth in the village of liOos,'’ while a 
fourth Allied niactiine fell into the Caillette 
Forest. The next day, near Badenwiiiller, a 
(iennau aerojilano met a summary fate at tlie 
hands of a French pilot. The tw o paasengers wei-e 
killed. On the 11th the British fought eight duets 
and without loss brought down one nW'hine. 

Lieut. Berthold kill(>d tho pilot and wounded 
the ohser\er of a British hiplnni! north-v. es( of 
I'eronne on the Kith. In an aerial fight east of 
Arras another British bi})hme mus reported on 
the 241h by the German Mtaff to Imvi- been 
brought down. This statement .sihiius to, and 
iloiibtless does, eonflict with Sir Douglas Haig’s 
dispatrrh of April 25. “ Yostertlay,” ho teli!- 

graphed, " there was consiilerable aerial 

iietivity. Twenty-nine combats took place. 

One of our reeonnaissani’es was persistently 
attaeked. All tlie attai^ks were drh en off and 
two hostile ma(!hine8 weri' s(!en to fall to the 
ground in the Gi!rnian lines. AH our machines 
returned safely." t 

The Fren<!h communique of the same day 
contained still more satisfactory nows as to 
what hapiiened in the air the day before: 

Near Vivii()iiois nn enriny acropliiiie wns forced to 

* Tills occurred. oi) Ajiril 8. 

t Till! italics are ours. 


laud in his liiiOH after a tight, amt was destroyeil l>y our 
gim-firi!. 

In tlie region of Verdun one of otir elia-sing anrojilanos 
brought down a tJomian aoroplano, which fell on Poivro 
Bill, 50 yard.s from our trenches. 

A third nmchino, brought down by one of onr pilots, 
fell in the Forges Wood. 

Finolly, u Fokkor, ridilled will) inachinn.gun fire at 
point-blank range by oifb of our airmen, dived vcrtieally 
in the region of Hattonehattel. 

Boring tho night of April 24-25 one of our dirigible 
nirsliipH tlirew ten sliolls of ISomm. and six shells of 
220min. on the station of (lontlnns. 

On tht! 2(»th there were nineteen comlmls on 
the British front. Gorman two-seattir lutro- 
plane was thrtie times att>M;kod by a single- 
seater British machine at. a great height. 'J'ho 
enemy pilot was shot throtigh the heart and tho 
observer through the body. Tho German 
machine erashod to the earth, with the engine 
full on, from a height of 14,001) foot. One of our 
ieeorinais,sanees was attneked by eight hostile 
aeroplanes, one of wliiefi was brought down. 
Two of our macliiiies were damaged, but all 
returnetl to their Imse. 

I’he next day (T’hursday, Ajiril 27) the 
French airmen siored four limes in duels, 
and a Fokker, fired on by the maeliine gun 
of a Nieuport, fell vi'rtieully into tlie Geriimn 
lines in tlie n-gion of Nesles-fllianlnes. Against 
th' se siieeesses must be set (it thej- really 
oecurred) tlirw: German victories in the air 
two west of the Meuse, and the tliird east ot 
St. Die in the Vosge.s. 

At the end of April an Avialik jiursued by 
French “ clm.ser-planos ” was obliged to deseend 
in the Argonne nnil jiilot and observer were 
eajil iired. In the region of Hoye one Fokker uas 
destroyed and aiiotlier for<!ed to I'lirlli, and a 
dhird near Les Eparges and a fourth near 
Douaunionl were brought down, as were two 
more of the laiemy aircraft south of Verdun, 
while the British aeeounled for a couple the 
same tlay. 'I’lie claim of the (ierinans was that 
Ineut. Boeleke had ‘‘ shot down, south of Vaux, 
his 14th I'lieniy ai'roplane.” and that another 
Friaich machine had been jnit out of action 
near Verdun. On the last day of the month 
Sir Douglas Haig rejiorted that “there were 
seven eointiats in the air, in the course of vvhieli 
oiK! hostile maeliine was driven down in the 
German lines, and a second got out of control 
and fell on tlu! roofs of Bapauiue.’’ 

During tile same period airships were not 
inactive. On April 3 one of them dropped 
thirty-four bombs on thi' station at Audim-le- 
Roniaiu ; on the 2(lth, at 12.30 a.m., a Gorman 
airship came over the Franeo-Belgian coast. 



THE TIMES HISTOBY OF THE WAB. 


603 



but fli(l no <lama({('. On (he followinj; nifflit 
(A])ril 2(( 7) tliroc Frt'ix'li diripiljlps drojjjM' 
iniiuoi'otiK honvy projectilos on the .stiitions of 
Klain and Bcnxdorf and on the Arncvilic 
Itnilwny. 

A ^rrowinn fcatiiro in tlu^ nar waa fli(^ inidli- 
))lication of captivi' ballooiia. 'Pile life of tbosc 
wlio occupied tlicir earn was |)rta'arions. N'ot 
only were they targets for artillery and rifles, but 
they wc>re fnapa'iitly attacked by aeroplanes. 
On March lo a (lennan balloon was forced by 
a Hritisli aero|)lane to desccaid ; and on 
.Ajml 2 (Matnrdny) a “ Oracbe," set fire to by a 
FVeuch aeroplaiK', wa.s Imaiglit down. On otlu 
occasions ^^•e bear of capti\’e balloons boconiing 
nninoorcd and drifting ainileissly above and 
Ix^yond their own lines. 

Nor wire the aerodromes and hangars the 
ports, ns it wore, of tla* aerial fleets - un- 
molested. Thus, on March 31. the German 
aircraft bombed the Fri'iich flying-gronnd at 
Kosnay, west of Reims. 

The counter to aircraft was tbe anti-aircraft 
giin. During this period these wi-apons, the 
ijnalitv of which was being very rajiidly im- 
|)roved, freipuintly registered hits. On .March 30 
the French “ sjjecial guns ” successfully shelled a 
Oonnan machine, which fell in flames in thi* 
enemy’s lines, east of Tahure; on or about 
April 2 a German “ Archibald ” by n direct hit 
brought dowTi an Allitxl aeroplane in flames 
south-west of Ijons. In the middle of the month, 
niMir Pervyse, an Allied aeroplane was similarly 


shot down and was subsixpa-ntly di-stroyed l.)y 
German gun-lire. On .April 24 near the cele¬ 
brated wood of Ploegstreet the British anti¬ 
aircraft guns got home on a t lennan iWToplan<>, 
the pilot ami observer being killed. It was 
obvious that the improvement of the machines 
and the consispient' increase of. safety for t he 
pilots and observers in them was being counter¬ 
balanced by the growth in numbers and power 
of the “ Archibalds ” and by the I'nhanccd skill 
of the anti-aircraft gunners. 

Among the other memorable events which 
occurred in I'Vance between February 22 and 
May 1, 11)111, must be mentioned the di-st,ruction 
of one of the t 9 wers of the Loos “Tower 
Bridge,” and the arrival in France of a Russian 
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contingent, of more units of the New Army, of 
Anziuts, South Africans, and detaclmients from 
the British forces in the East. 

On April 17 a Tintes Special Cf>iTespondent 
wrote : 

Till! tli.'‘Hppo8rant’p of anofhor Imirtinark cl the war 
roiie has to he recorded, 'three days ii«o I was in the 
Loos region, and of the nut(»rions “twin towers" one 
had disappeared. 'I’he .solitary rianainintt tower looks 
peculiarly (trol<'squo and lopsidisl. 1‘restiinably its days 
also are inimberod. 

'three days aft(>r that was penned the first 
contingent, of Russian troops landed at Mar¬ 
seilles. 'J'hcy had been transported across 
Siberia, and had travelled thents' by .sea- 
transport. from Uttlny to the Mediterranean, via 
the Suez (lanal. (lenoral .loftre, on behalf of 
the French Anny, welcomed tlicm in the 
following Or<l(;r of tint Day :— 

Our faithful Ally. Hnssia. whose armies an- aln-atly 
lighting .so valiantly againsl (lermany. .Austria, atid 
'I’ttrkt-y, has wished to give fitrUier proof of iter frietid* 
ship to Vratiee, and even more signal profit of her 
devotion to the eoinmoti eanse. 

Htissian soldiers, soleetefi from umotig the bravest 
and Ifsl by the best .known ollieors, are coming to fight 
ill otir ranks. 

Volt will weleomo them as brfithers. You will show, 
them bow warm is the feeling yott have for those who 
hove left their eonntry to fight at our side. 


On behalf of the French Anny 1 welcome the oflicera, 
non-oommiasionod otlieera, anfl men who have landed in 
Froitee. ] bow before their colours, upon which will 
soon be itiserilsid the glorious uames of common 
victories. 

The Russians were receiv'od with rapturous 
enthusiasm in what was jtrobably the oldest 
city of France, which had boon founded by 
the piont'ers of European civilization, the 
ancient Greeks, centuries before the Birth of 
Christ and at an epoch when the ancestors of 
the Germans hotl scarcely emerged from 
the Stont' Age. 'Pho newcomers hatl volunteertxl 
to tiome over to the Western Front in order to 
demonstrate to their French and British 
comrades Russia’s sjnnpathy. Among them 
was a boy of 13, Ivan by name. When tlmy 
learned on landing of the taking of 'IVtihizond 
by the Army of the Grand Duke Nifdiolas, their 
joy broke all bounds, anil they .shoutetl witli one 
tuiconi “Vive la France! “ 

Most of the Russians jiroceeded bo the 
trtmche.s in Champagne; a few of them 
travelled to England. 'J’hore, on April 28, in the 
Quadrangle of the War Ollice, Loril Kitchener 
reviewt'd a party of them, among whom were a 
number of men st-nt to EnglantI in eonnexion 
with munition work. 


END OF VOLUME EIGHT. 
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CHAPTER CXXXIV. 


THE IRISH REBELLION OF APRIL, 

1916 (I.). 

Invasions and Attemi’Tkd Invasions of Ireland—The Sinn Fein Movement—Its Orioin 
AND Development—This Government of Ireland—Mr. Birrell—“ Labkinism ” and the 
“ Citizen Army ”—Ulster Volunteers—National Volunteers—Sinn Fein Volunteers— 
Casement’s Career— llis Visit to Germany'—Anti-British Propaganda among Irish Prisoners 
—Casement's “ Invasion ”—From Wilhelmshaven to the Kerry' (’oast—Casement’s Capture 
—Preparations in Dublin—The Irish Exkuutive—Rebel 1'lans—The Events of Easter 
Monday. 191(5—Proclamation of an “ Irlsh Republic”—The Fighting Described—Lord 
Wimborne’s Proclamation—Troops land at Kingstown. 


■^HE danger that a foreign enemy 
would endeavour to take, advantage 
of tho exposed position of Ireland 
and of England’s historic religious 
and racial difliciiltios in that island is one that 
has never been absent from the minds of our 
statesmen and soldiers in time of war or the 
threat of war. During tho religious troubles 
of tho sixteenth century Italian and Sjianish 
emissaries wore constantly at work in tho 
South and West, thereby adding not a little to 
the burden of Queen Elizabeth’s statesmen, and 
in 1579-1580, eight years before tho sailing of 
the “ Invincible Armada,” considerable Spanish 
forces were able to evade tho English fl(H*t and 
effect a landing on the Kerry coast in hopes of 
creating a diversion in favour of King Philip 
and the Papacy, the latter then at deadly war 
with England and specially with Elizabeth. 
From this sprang the Desmond Rebellion, “ the 
most perilous that hath ever begun in Ireland,” 
as Edward Waterhouse reported to Walsingliam 
at the time, and only the prompt appearanc ’ 
of strong forces by land and sea and the destruc¬ 
tion of the Spanish stronghold of Smerwick 
on the Dingle peninsula prevented the rising 
from becoming general. 
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And again, a century later, w'hen King 
Jamo.s II. was driven out by his subjeiits, it 
was to Ireland that the French king dispatched 
an army to assist him in his attempt at restora¬ 
tion, and many pitchted battles and sieges had 
to bo undertaken before the exiled king was 
again “ sent on his travels ” and William of 
Orange seated securely on the tlirone. Even 
more threatening were the attentions bestowed 
on Ireland by the Directory during the French 
revolutionary war with Great Britain towards 
tho close of the eighteenth centiu-y. Stirred 
by tho example of France and by promises of 
French assistance, Wolfe Tone and his society 
of United Irishmc-u aimed, as the Sinn Feiners 
did in April, 1916, at an independent Irish 
Republic, and on no less than four oc'casions 
French ships of war wore able to reach tho 
Irish coast—at Bantry Bay in tho south-west, 
at Killala Bay in Mayo, and at two pomts on 
the Donegal Coast. Mr. Froude and Mr. 
Lecfcy have dealt in detail with this danger 
from the point of view of the historian and the 
statesman, cmd just ten years before the rising 
of 1916 the Military Correspondent of The, Times, 
in tho course of a careful study of Humbert’s 
landing in Mayo in 1798, emphasized the ever- 



393 



394 


THE TIMES mSTOBY OF THE WAR. 



LEAVING THE COMMISSIONERS’ DEPARTMENT. 

Sir Matthew Nathan (on lelt), Permanent Under-Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant ; and Mr, Augustine Rirretl (on 
right), Chief Secretary for Ireland. Circle portrait : Lord 
'Wimborne, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 


pnisont dnnRt'r of a?i oxposed coast, a watchful 
enemy, and Httch smotildcriiip ch'mcnts of dis¬ 
content as iniglit always he found to exist in 
certain parts of Ireland. At a later datt' 
the same writer, discussing the Sinn Feiti 
rising, again pointed out that “ the ns«! of 
Ireland n.s a blackthorn with which an enemy 
inny helahotir ns in time of war has for long 
hei'n a subject of study among soliiiors, and 
the present crisis shows that the thtfories of the 
u.se that may be made of Ireland by an enc'iny 
are now in course of application.” 

The Sinn Fein rising w’hieh has now to be 
tioscribed did not differ materially, whether 
regarded from the point of view of its origin, 
its incidents or its result, from those of the 
sixteenth, stiventeenth, and eighteenth cen¬ 
turies to w’hich allusion has been made. 

Only the name of the movement in Ireland 
was new. Wolfe Tone and the eosrnojjolitan 
rev(»hitiojiarios of 171>8 scomofl the, use of 

• “The Story of a Ftaid,” The Times. Nowinltrr 8, 
IftUti, and May 2, 1918. 


(lacdic and were content to call them.selves 
I’nited Irishmen. The fourulers and leaflers of 
th(' nrodern movement, on the. otlur hand, 
adopted the (laelic note as their mark of sjteeial 
distinction, and much of their jtrojtagantla 
was carried on under the shelter of the nam<' 
of the Gaelic Leagtie and through th*' inter¬ 
mediary of Gfwtlie (’ollegi's and clas.ses. Need¬ 
less to say, many members of the Gaelir; League 
and many students of the Gaelic language in 
Irelantl, as in Scotlarai and elsewdiere, wore 
quite innocent of any ulterior and treasonable 
motives, an<l were ignorant of the iinderground 
pro}>aganda that was (tarried on in their name. 
Even the piibliely prordaimed aims and objects 
of the Sinn Fein movement were not necit's- 
sarily disloyal. The Gaelic wortls “ Sinn 
Fein ” in English mean simply “ Oursedves,” 
and the members were pledgrtd to devote 
themselves to the cultivation and promotion 
of all that was distinctively Gaelic in language 
and literatiu’e, history, costume, and sport, 
as o[)j)osed to whatever was regardrxl as of 
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English origin. But, as in tho ease of the 
United Irishmen, thp revolutioNuy element 
soon gUin^ the upper hand. « ^ , 

The German stratogwt»<^probably evnn be¬ 
fore the war broke out—satv in Ireland a weak 

' ’ lit ■ . 

spot in tho British defences as -did Carnot, 
Hocho and Bonaparte more than a .oentuVy 
earlier, and. in each cawi tJie foreign enemy 
found in domestic conspiracy a weapon fitted 
to his hand. Wolfe Tone’s muchination.s in 
Ireland, at first ostensibly as a mem political 
refomusr, his journey to Anmriea, his visit to 
(he enemy country, and finally his arrival with 
the Fn'nch fleet in Bantry Bay and Lough 
Swilly, all go to constitute a wonderfully 
close analogy to the movements of Sir Roger 
Casement in connexion with th<! Irish rising. 
And the cnid was not different. Each sailed 
for the V\'est Coast of Ireland with something 
resembling an armed forc(': in each case part 
of thts exjx'dition went wrong. Each arrived 
only to fin<l the bulk of the Irish people 
apathetic and indifferent, and to be facetl with 
.speedy arrest and tlm ignominious collapse of 
all bis plans. In each case thcTc was a rising. 


although in a tpiaflj^ different part of the 
country ffom tliat in which the lg.ading topic 
pl 6 koe ,«.80 thkt it' received Ijttle or ho ^direct 
assistance from the for^gn enemy, and In eacih 
the rising,, although sufflciontly alarming and 
.destructive in some of its incidents, was easily 
suppressed by military force as.soo.n tts tho 
slack apd dilatory civil authorities ha^l regli^ed 
the danger and taken the..iiropcr steps to put an 
end to it.. ' 

The Sinn Fein movement aro.se, as has been 
seen, out of the “ language movement,” which 
was in itself harmless and even laudable and 
found supporters amongst peoj)le of all classes. 
The [)olitician.s—the Irish Parliamentary Party 
founded by Pamiil and now led by Mr. Red¬ 
mond - never looked with much favour on this 
language mov'emeiit, being jealous of anything 
that seemed to infringe on their exclusive right 
to speak in the name of “ the Irish people.” 
Gaelic had long been ignored, or regarded some¬ 
what coldly, at the College of Maynooth wh<!ro 
tlio Irish Roman t'atholic priesthood were 
ediieatcd. It hail no n(nv.s|)apers or popular 



SINN FEINERS 

Parading through the streets on St. Patrick’s Day, March, 1916. 
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books. It was not taught in the National 
Schools, and among the common people them¬ 
selves it was so little considered that each 
decennial census showed an increasingly rapid 
falling off hi the number of habitual Gaelic 
speakers. Attempts had again and again been 
made to stem this falling off of the ancient 
language of Ireland. Chairs established at the 
Ihiiversities found few pupils, text-books wert> 
neglected, learned Germans and Frenchmen 
commg to study the literary Gaelic of the luanu- 
scrhits in their libraries met with little help or 
sympathy in Ireland. All at once a number of 
young cnthusiaists, suspected of being indifferent 
to th<i political and sectarian quarrels by w'hich 



SIR ROGER CASEMENT. 


the country was dividi'd, tlnew themselves into 
th' language mo\ omont and in a few years 
producecl very remarkable results, amongst 
their own <^lass at least. Whilst tho census 
figures still showed a continuous decline of Irish 
speakers in tho rural districts, the study of 
Gaelic soon bc'camo sonu^thing of a fashion in 
tho towns, where, as a spoken language, it had 
been j)ractically extmet. Ev'ening classes were 
started for those w'ho had left school, a “ Gaelic 
column ” began to appear in some of tho daily 
and wtsikly newspaptirs: it was taken up os a 
“ subjec.. ” by the Board of National Education, 
by the Intermediate Board, which liad cliarge 
of secondary education, and by the Universities. 
'J’he Gaelic I,eague became fired with the idea of 
an Irish-speaking Ireland, just as Bohemia and 
Hungary spoke languages of their own in spite 
of centuries of Austrian domination. 

It was soon seen, however, that little real 
progress was being made. In tho Irish-speaking 


districts tho process of decay went on more 
rapidly than ever, whilst in the towns those 
who had learnt from books a smattering of a 
most difficult language tended to forgot it from 
disuse. It was at this point that there first 
became manifest a tendency to ijse Gaelic as a 
political weapon. It was contended that the 
Magyars preserved their language because 
Hungary was practically an independent nation 
with only a slender link binding it to Austria, and 
that in consequence Ireland should strive for 
“ Hungarian Home Rule ” or practical inde¬ 
pendence instead of the mild form of Homo Rule 
“ subject to the Imperial Parliament ” offered 
by Mr. Gladstone and accepted by tho I’arlia- 
mentary Party. “ Hungarianism ” became 
the popular cry with this section until it 
was discovered that the Magyars were the 
minority or “ascendancy” party in Hungary, 
ruling the subject Slavs with a rod of iron and 
hampering theiri in every ])OS8iblo way in the 
use of their language and in tho exercise of their 
political rights. When the movement became 
strong onoijgh to have a mouthjiiece of its own, 
a wfM'kly ncwspnp(<r was founded with the title 
Sinn Fein, and that title became the battle cry 
of the extremist section. As Mr. Birrell, who 
was ('hief Secretary for Inland during all this 
period of incubation—h<’ held this office from 
•Tatiuary, K)07. until May, 11) Ui- -jnit it in his 
evidence before the Royal Conunission which 
enquired into th(' causes of the rebellion of 
.-\l»ril, H)l(i, “then' is always a section 
of opinion in that country bitterly oj)posed 
to the British connexion, and in times of 
excitement this section can impose its senti- 
m<-ids on largely iiKTOOsed numbers of the 
])eople.’’ And again, “ tlje spirit of what to-day 
is called Sinn Feinism is mainly compost'd of tho 
old hatred and distrust of the British connexion, 
always notict'ahle in all classes and in all places, 
varying in degree and finding different ways of 
t'xprossion, but always there os tlu' btit'kground 
of Irish politics and character.” The “ times 
of excitement ” necessary to develop this dis¬ 
loyal spirit were certainly not lacking during 
the Viccroyalty of Lord Aberdeen and tho con¬ 
current Chief Secretaryship of Mr. Birrell, and 
the evil was intensified by what tho Commission 
called “ tho reluctance shown by the Irish 
Government to repress by prosecution written 
and spoken seditious utterances, and to suppress 
the drilling and manoeuvring of armed forces 
known to be under the control of men who were 
openly declaring their hostility to Your Majesty’s 
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SIR ROGER CASEMENT AT LIMBURG PRISON CAMP, GERMANY. 


OoveriiTTient aiid their remliness to weleonie and aottlenaent of the aRrarian question which was 
assist Your Majesty’s enemies.” under tlie ausj)ieo8 of the Land Com- 

t’oneurrently with tiie spread of Sinn Fein mission and the Congest«‘d Districts Hoard 

or rather anterior to it ttu're had bfwn growing were of frequc'iit. oeeurrenee. Tiie Arms Act, 

lip in Ireland a general spirit of lawlessness such which placed nei-essary restrict ions on the 

as would not have been jiossible or permitted importation of and traffic in dangerous weapons, 

under ca[)able government. “ Cattle driving ” whilst in no way prohibiting the legitimate 

and other forcible interferences with the happy use of sporting gims by peaceable people, was 

102—2 
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allowed to lapse, against the iinaiiiinous warn¬ 
ing of all compt^tent authorities in Ireland, 
and rifl(!8 and revolvers were shortly being 
sold over the eounter in every village shop. 
The old Fenian conspiracy, which hmi In'cn 
responsible for the rising of and to some 

extent for the dynamite conspiracy and the 
Invincible imirdors in tlu' 'eighties, again began 
to show’ dangerous a<!tivity. And while all 
this was going on the Irish Executive made 
no sign and took no stej>s. Mr. Bimsll had 
declared on coming into office that be had 
“ foimd Ireland in a more peaceful condition 
than she had been in for the lost six hundred 
years,” and he seeiiw to hav<! obstinately clung 
to the belief that that state of affairs could not 
change, and to have shut his eyes and his ears 
to all evidence to the contrary. It was on a 
review of these circuiiislances that the Royal 
Coirnnission found that the Chief Secretary 
was “ primarily responsible for the situation 
tlvat was allowed to arise and for the outbreak 
that occiuTod.” “ 'J'he main cause of the 
nibellion,” they reported, “ apfstars to be that 
lawlessness was allowed to grow up unchecked, 
and that Ireland for several years j)ast has been 
administered on the principle that it was safer 
and more? expedient to leave the law in alasy- 
once if collisitm with any faction of the Irish 
people could thereby be avoided.” “ Such a 
policy,” it was added, ” is a negation of the 
cardinal rule of government which demands 
that the enforcement of law and the preser¬ 
vation of order should always be independent 
of political expediency.” 

Another and an even more flagrant toleration 
of lawlessness was that in connexion with 


what is called ” Larkinism,” which demands 
s|)pcial mention as being the origin of the 
“ Citizen Army ” that jjlayed so sinister a 
jiart in the rising. .Tames Larkin, who posed 
as a labour loader, although he wiis not recog. 
nized or authorized by any reputable or well- 
tistablished trade xmion, appeared on the scene 
in Ireland about 190(1 as an organizer of fr<‘- 
quent strikes at the seaports. After some 
turbulent passages at Cork, where he was 
disowned and prosecuted by the Liverpool 
Dockers’ Union, with which he had fonnerly 
been comiected, he succeeded in 1907 in 
bringing about a very formidable strifa', accom¬ 
panied by much disorder, in Belfast. Arrested 
and comraithHl for trial for a viohait assault 
on a non-striker, Larkin was released at the 
Assizess, the Crown Prosecutor by direction 
of Dublin Castle entering a noUe prosequi. Aa 
the authorities had previously released I.arkin 
from prison after his conviction in Cork, the 
belief became widespread that no repressive 
measures against his procieedings were to bo 
looked for, and turmoil and violence spread 
uncheck<xi. Strong representations were made 
by Lord Shaftesbury, Lord Mayor of Belfast, 
and by the magistrates and other local authori¬ 
ties, but nothing was done until a police strike 
resulted and a general paralysis of law was 
threatened. The military wore then called 
out, the ^ob fired on, and lives lost—an apt 
illustration of the statement made before the 
Commission by Sir David Harrel, fonnerly 
Under-Secretary at Dublin Castle, to the effect 
that the Irish people “ are easily led, and it is 
therefore the more incumbent on the Govern¬ 
ment to nip lawlessness and disorder in the 
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bud.” 'I'lic negloct of this eleinoiitary duty, 
he went on to say, has invariably led to things 
g<'tting out of hand, with the result that strong 
repressivi* nieasiires become necessary, and then 
the innocent suffer with the guilty. One 
consequence was that manufacturers and 
merchants in Belfast, finding it impossible, in 
the absence <if police j)rotection, to get their 
go<}ds conveyed to and from the docks, armed 
themselves and their servants, escorted their 
carts and lorries to the steamers, and saw tlunr 
goocls sate on board. This was the beginrung 
of the. arming in I'lster, aiul it arose' from a 
profouiul disbc'lief in the firmness or justice 
of the Dublin Castle authorities. WIk'U after 
the elections of 1910 Home Rule was .seen to 
bo immiiKMit and threats were uttered of 
using ‘‘the strong hand” to pul. down the 
resistance of the JVorth, the Ulster Volunteers 
were fortned. I’he political and religious objec¬ 
tions entertaitied by the nurjority in Ulster 
to th<! ruh' of a Dublin I’arliament, whose 
loyalty to Kngland and the Kmpire they dis¬ 
trusted and in whi<-h their own representatives 
must nec»'ssarily bo in a |)erman('nt minority, 
wore raiso<l to fever heat, especially sinct? the 
abolition of the Veto of the House of Lords 
had left them without an 3 ' <'onstitutional j>ro- 
ti'ction against a chance majorit.v in the House 
of Commons. But in addition there was the 
feeling, hjns'd on (he lUanufacttiring and mer¬ 
cantile classes by the bitter experience of 1907, 
that Dublin Castle under Nationalist direction 


and guidance afforded no guarantee for tlie 
peaceful corrj’ing on of the industries by which 
they lived and by which their Province floiir- 
ishetl. The result was the public and openly- 
avowed organization of a body of “ Vohm- 
h'ers ” under the leadership of ,Sir Kdward 
Carson and w'ith the sanction and support of 
the politii.-al, municifial. and industrial heads 
of the Ulster community. Over one hundred 
thou.snnd men were quickly enrolled and drilled, 
arms were priK'ured, and a solemn Covenant 
entered into bj’ w'hich the signatories, while 
renewing their pledge of devoted loyalty to King 
and Empire, bound themselves to stand 
together, whatever might befall, and to defend 
hji- force tif arms if necessary what they 
ri'garded as their biithright. of full and uri- 
diminished British citizenship. It was the 
imitation of this anning' and drilling by Larkin’s 
Citizen Army and by other bodies of Volunteers 
in the South, with otlu'r objects, which eontri- 
buts'd so much t<j the rising. 

After Belfast Larkin next turned up in 
Ifublin, where, in 1913, he organized a “ trans¬ 
port workers ” strike, and endeavoured as 
usual to involve and to paralyse the whole 
industrial life of the citj’. The conditions of 
labour and of housing in Dublin wtire indeed 
appalling, and would have condoned ahnost 
any effort at redress. Employment was scariio 
and irregular, the rate of wages scandalously 
low, and decent house accommodation for the 
working classes almost impossible to obtain. 



GUARDING THE GREAT NORTHERN MAIN LINE, DUBLIN. 
Military oiitpoit on the north-east of the city. 
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EDEN QUAY, DUBLIN. 

A view from the O’Connell Monument. 


It was a common complaint that the Civit; and 
Poor Law authorities ])aid too much atti-ntion 
to political spo(i(^h-making and too little to 
sanitation and the jiroper jierforrnanct' of their 
mor<' prosaic duties. The result was that this 
great strike assumed rather a Syndicalist and 
revolutionary character than that of a mere 
dispute about wages, and all the turbulent and 
disloyal elements in Dublin and the neigh¬ 
bourhood were swejit into it. Larkin was 
evidently provided from some source with 
ainpUs funds, and as a sequel to the strike the 
Citizen Army was formed and partly armed 
by him during the winter of 1913 1014. An 
armed body of National VolunU'ers had also 
been organized in Dublin in imitation of 
the Ulster Volunteers, and both bodies held 
parades and reviews without interference 
from the authorities until in June, 1014, 
the Inspector-tJenerai of the Koynl Irish 
Constabulary felt eomjx-lled to draw' the 
attention of the tliief Secretary to the fact 
that “ each county will soon have a trained 
army far outnumbering the poli<>c, and those 
who control the Volunteers will be in a po.sitiun 
to dictate to wliat extent the law of the land 


will be canied into effect.” Still nothing was 
done for the rea.ssi>rtion of thi; authority of tho 
t.ioverimu'nt, although, as the t'ommiasioners 
pointed out in tlnir n'port, “ this lawless 
ilisphiy of force shoukl have b<’('7i a warning 
against the recent policy of permitting the 
indiseriininatc anning of civilians in Ireland 
in times of turbulencf' and faction. In j)criods 
of peac.i it may be desirable in an ordinary 
conmmnity to disregard some seditious utter¬ 
ances ns mere vapouritig, but w'hon a country 
is engaged in a serious struggle sedition niters 
its aspec.'t and boconass tniason dangerous 
to the community, and should promptly be 
suppressed.” It thus came about that the 
outbreak of the Great War found a <!onsider- 
able portion f)f Ireland under tlws control of 
anned forces led by jiien “ openly declaring 
thciir hostility to tho Uritish Government, and 
t heir readiness to welcome and assist Kngland’s 
enemies.” And the Govenunont of Dublin 
Castkt W’as administered on tho principle that 
it “ was safer anti more expedient to leave 
the law in abeyance if collision with any 
faction of the Irish people could thereby be 
avoided.” 
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At what precise point, tlie lU'cessary con¬ 
nexion hetwoen sedition in Ireland and tjie 
German (iov(!rnment was established there is 
as yet no evidence to show. The original body, 
the Irish National Volunteers, was not osten¬ 
sibly disloyal, although some of its leading 
promoters were afterwaixis identified with the 
rebellion, and suffered for it. l.arge numbers 
wtire enrolled, but of these only a minority 
rendered thom-solv'es eflicif'iit, ami the whole 
movement was at the outsid rogardefl as som()- 
thing in the nature of a political j)rotest againsi 
the foi’mation of the Ulster Voluntec'rs. In 
June, 1914, a membership of (J.'),0()0 was 
claimed, but by this time Mr. Jtedmond, the 
leader of the Irish Uarliaimailary Party, .setsns 
to have be(!om<' alarmed at the seilitious ten¬ 
dency of some of tlu' leaders, and he made an 
effort to gt‘t the mov'ement under his own 
control. He insisted on nominating a siitlleicnt 
number t>f members of the committees to direct 
its decisions, but this stej) appears only to hav'e 
a<-eeutualeil the disloyalty ami discontent of 
the extri'iiiists. IMattcrs came to a head after 
the oiillmsik of the war, when Mr. As<]uilh, 


the Prime Minister, con.sented to go to freland 
on the invitation of the Parliamentary Party 
to address a meeting, at which Mr. Keilmond 
himself delivered a strong and earnest sj)eech 
in favour of th<' energetic jjrosecution of flat 
war and of the promotion of recruiting in 
Irelaml. 'Phis led to some disturbances, and 
culminated in a break-up of the Iri-h National 
VoluntiHfrs. On September 30 a new body, 
avowedly hostile to the English coniKixion, 
was fonned under the name of the “ Irish ” 
Volunteers, and generally known as tlu) Sinn 
Fein \’olunteers. 'Phese allied themsolve.s with 
the Citizen Army wliich liad arisen out of 
Larkin's mov<anont; and as the Royal Oom- 
missi<iners slate in their rciiort, “It is clear 
that the insurrection was caused by two bodies 
of men allied together for this purpo.s() and 
known as the Irish Voluntel^^s and the 
Citizen Army.” In their manifesto repudi¬ 
ating Mr. Hedtnond (signed by six persons, 
all of whom were afterwards found impli¬ 
cated in the rebellion), the fouixkjrs of 
the Irish Volunteers state' that they “ regret 
that the absence of Sir Roger Casem<ait in 
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America prevents him from being a signatory 
with UK."’ 

This is the first appearance in the story of 
the name of one wlio played a sinister part, 
and was viltimately convicted of treason and 
sentenced to death. As the evidence at tlie 
trial was confined to Casement’s activities in 
Germany, and as he had hardly been heard of 
before in Irish politics, the details of his 
original connexion with the rebellious move¬ 
ment are ft)r the most part lacikuig. He came 
of a well-known County Antrun family, of 
Knglish origin, whose members had always, 
so far as is known, been noted for their un- 
8wer\’ing loyalty and devotion to the Crown, 
his father being an officer in the British Army. 
Born in 1864, ho led a roving life for some time, 
being engageil in the Oil River trade on the 
Niger Coast. HLs knowletlgo of Africa led to 
his em[)loyment in the British Consular 8er\’ice, 
and he appears a.s Consul at Loimm^o Marq\ies 
in 1895. Here he wa.s able to be of iliucli 
a-ssistance to the Govt'riuuent and the Anny 
during the South African war, and was cluly 
thanked for liis services. Later ho was 
appointed Consul to the Congo Free State, 
where he took a very prominent part, in wliat 
was known as the “ re<l rubber ” agitation, 
exposing and denoimcing the bloodshed and 
tiTuelty which, ho alleged, were connected with 
the collection and marketing of rublnir by the 
agents of the late King of the Belgians. At 


this time it is interesting to recall that he and 
those associated with him wore freely attaekwl 
and criticised in th(' Irish Nationalist and 
Komair Catholic Press on the groimd that his 
reports were largely based on the naiTatives 
of Ih'otestant missionaries, and were not borne 
out by the Catholic missionaries, who had 
equal opportunities of observing the facts. 
Otldly enough, in the first and only issue of the 
Irish War News, the iwgan of the rebels pub¬ 
lished during the rising, this Congo agitation 
was referred to in the bitterest terms. It was 
tailed “ a war of filth,” “ subsidi/.ed scantlal 
mongering,” and “ a foul-motithed British 
libel ” on King Leopold, who was the victim of 
“ hired ink-slingers ” the name of Sir Jtoger 
t-'asement, the originator of tlu? whole campaign, 
being, of course, omitted. In 1906 Casement 
was transferred to Brazil, iw'tiug successively as 
Consul at Santos and os Ctmsul-General at Rii> 
de .lant'iro, whtire again ho took a proiiiinent' 
part in attae;king the administration of the 
rubber comjtanies. especially in the Putumayo 
district, his “ Putumayo Report,” officially is¬ 
sued as a Bluebo<jk by the Foreign Offiei-, at- 
tratding much attention in both henuspheros. In 
1911 he was knighted and receivf'd the Corona¬ 
tion m<'<lal, retiring invalided from the service 
in 1913. During all this time it is not recorded 
that he took much interest in Irish polities 
of any kind, and at his trial a letter was read 
in which, in aeknowlodging the honour of 
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kniglithocKi conferred on him in l!»n, ho ox- 
pnwsed the most c<mrtior-like gnititudc and 
devotion to King George. 

In October, 1913, C'aHeinent, liaving retired 
from the public Hcrvice, appeared on a Home 
Kulo platfonn in Jtis native county of Antrim, 
atating that ho had never before atood on a 
public platform to d<«liv<>r a ))oliti<-al apTOch. 
His remarks sef'in to ha\'e been of a quite 
harmless (•haracter and attracted no attention. 
Hut a quick change superve-nod. During the 
winter of 1913-1914 he stuklenly appeared as 
the strenuous aih'ocate of the Hambm’g- 
Amerika line of transatlantic steamers anil of 
their scheme to establish a port- of call at 
Quetmstown, the Irish station for the American 
mails. As the ex-consul had no coniatxion 
with Now York or with tlu' trade of Qiu^nstovn 
this might have i>as.sed as merely the amuse¬ 
ment of an idle hour, but in a letter which 1 o 
wrote to the American Press in February, 1914, 
after the project hmi fallen through, there 
appears a passage that is significant of jnuch 
in the light of subsequent ovontsj He urged 
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all Americans to travel by the H^tbtirg- 
Amerika Utie in preferturcf' to British lines; 
and, alluding to the Knglish conij^aiiies, he 
wont on to say : “ They have succeeded, for 
a time at any rate, in k<s'piiig the friendly 
foreign company frojn the shores of Ireland, 
and they think they have Irish traile inexor¬ 
ably in their grip. ... I hope that before six 
montlis are over we shall have been abl(' to 
deviw' means of asserting our right to own our 
own ports and to open them to whom we will.” 
“ Before six months were over ” Germany was 
at. war with England, and Casement was in 
America eagerly ])leading the German cause. 
In view of the light substsjuently shed upon the 
cspionagi! activities carried on in and from the 
Hamburg-Amerika oftic<w in London and New 
York, the significjince of this nmvement to 
gain a foothold in Ireland is sufliciently obvious. 
With Quet'ustown as a base, and with “ emigra¬ 
tion ” agencies all over the country, the j)lan 
of a German-mad(> insurre<!tion in Iridand 
would havt! been markedly facilitated. 

W'liether Casement was at this stage still a 
men' windbag and catspaw or a full-blown 


conspirator and traitor seems open to doubt. 
His exact inovemc'nts at the period were at his 
trial declared to be unknowm, and he duly drew 
the instalments of his jiension from the British 
Government up to Se})t('mber 30, 1014, nearly 
two months aft(>r the outbreak of the War. 
But aln'ady, in Novembt'r, 1013, he had given 
in his adhesion to the Citizen Army and was also 
a member of the Commith'o of the Irish National 
V^)lunt('ers. And that his education with regard 
to German sea-plans was making progress is 
apparent from a letter, written in August, 1014, 
but not made public till later, in which occurs 
the following ))assage dealing with Mr. Hed- 
rnond’s advococy of reeruituig for the British 
Anny in the war : “ It is perfectly clear that 
Jreltuid will be drawn into a ly war waged by 
England. But that we should vohmtarily help 
the wrong side in order to prevent a British 
defeat is the advi(!e of traitors or of fools. For 
the pre.sent our attitude may he passive, but it 
must not nanain so. 'I’lie day when a German 
fleet dominates the Irish Sea and communica¬ 
tions with England are cut, that day will be the 
first day of Irish freedom and the first day of 
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RUINKD BUILDINfJS IN SACKVILLE 
STREET. 

(lie frt'i'doin of tlic soas.” Moaiitiinc, it is 
iiiiportant to note, (lie Claii-na-( iaoi or iiliyKical 
force aoctioii of Mio Irish-Aincrican Natioiialiwt'i, 
a Hi'ction who liad always hixm hostile to the 
I’arliiitnentary Party, liful formed a working 
alliaiK^c with the (Jeriiian aueiieies in the I'tiited 
States, and from this period we hear more and 
more of (iermany’s sinec're and disintenisted 
love for Ireland. Whether ('asement was alreadv' 
in America when war broke out or cross<-d 
immciliately after we have no means of know'inu. 
Hut already, on Sc])tenil)cr lt>, 1914. he wrote 
from New York to the Irish papers to cheide 
the n'cniiting movement: “ He(, Irish men and 
boys.” he said, “stay in Ireland. Their duty 
is idear before (hid and man. ^^'e, as a (leople, 
have no quarrel with the Oennan p<‘oplc. 
(ierinany has never wronged Ireland and we owe 
her more than one debt of gratitude.” And at 
the end of the same month, as has beiui seen. 
W'hen the Sinn Fein or treasonable section of 
the \h>lunteers broke away from the' Hcfl- 
nionditi' or loyal setdion, the secretary reported 
that, only Sir Koger Fasi'inent’s absence in 
America prevented him from being a signatory 
to the manife.sto. 

For the next few weeks nothing is heard of 


('a.s(!m<'nt, but towards (he end of November 
we (ind him in Germany as a self-proelaimed 
“ Irish Ambassador” to the Central Kiiropean 
Powers at war with Rngl.and. He had travelled 
via Scandinavia,, and h<‘ had taken the oppor¬ 
tunity of ]ironnilgating a cock-a.n<l bull story 
about an attempt on the jiart of the Hritish 
Minister at Christiania to have him ]ioisoned 
or otherwi.se disposed of. Arri\'cil in Ih'rlin, 
h<' was favourably received at the German 
Fori'ipn OITiee and took oe.casion to issue a 
stat i'inent in which he declared that, “ all the 
Irisli at homi' anil abrinul would work to assist 
t he victory of (he (Vntral Empires, as (his would 
mean the destruction of the Hritish yoke on 
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Ireland.” The German Secretary of State, on 
his part, issued a eoirospouding statein<*nt to 
the effect that: “ The Imjjorial (tovonuneiit 
declares formally that imder no ciretun.stan(;e.s 
would Germany invade Ireland with a view to 
its conquest or the overthrow of native institu¬ 
tions. Should the foi-time of this great war,” 
it was addf'd, “ bring German troops to Ireland 
they would land tlasre not to pillage or destroy, 
but JUS foroe.s of a Government Inspired only by 
goodwill towards Ireland and her people, for 
whom Germany desires national prosperity ami 
fr(!edom.” This sudden ap)>earanc(' of the 
“ Irish Ambassador ” appears to have rousetl 
high hopes in B<‘rlin, where th<‘ Tatjehlatl 
oxultingly declared that in Ireland England had 
“ a spectre in her own house,” that Ireland had 
now ft)rmally fixpressod her symf)athy for 
Germany, ana lhal tlu' thsdaration of the 
Gennan Foreign Onic<' " would serve to destroy 
the last misgKings cherished against us in 
Indand and correspondingly to intensify Irish 
ent husiasm for tho German cause. ■ 

Having settled the matter of the alliance, 
Gasenu'iit's activities were now direcb^d towards 
the formation of an Irish Brigade, to bt' 
equipped in Germany and to land in Ireland, 
and on this point the evidence givwv on his 
trial In-fore the Tligli Court affords a very full 
nai-rativc. Trials for trc'ason are happily un¬ 
common in England, and Casement's was of 
sj>e<dal inb-rest to lawyers as being the first in 
which, under the new Indictments .Act, the 
charge against th«' jji-isoner was set out in jilain 
language instead of the (mmlxirsome medieval 
formuhe in us«.' for so many centuries. I’lie 
■oharge was based on the <ild Treason Act of 
Edw-ard HI., and th<' indiitment n-citc-d that 
at a time when “ an open and public war was 
btiing prosecuttsi and carried on by the German 
Emperor against our Lonl the King,” Casement 
“ did traitorously iwlhere to tuid aid and <annfort 
the said emauies in parts beyond the seas.” 
But for the Irish Bi-igade idea it would have 
b(«!n a matter i>f considerable ditticulty to 
establish this charge, for treason must be proved 
by overt acts at the jnouth of two witnesse.s, 
Casi'inent, however, had dirtxdly and [>ersona11y 
npj)roached many Irish soldiers while prisoners 
of war in a tii-rman camp and endf'avoun-d to 
sediKie them from their allegiance for the 
puri>OHo of joining an Irish Brigadt; to be 
equipped in Germany and landed in Ireland. 
And a recent exchange of prisoners had brought 


many of the.se all-important witne.ssos to 
England at an opportune moment. 

From these it appeared that a grtidual prow-ss 
of selection of Irish prisoners fnnn various 
detention camps went on tmtil some two thou- 
.sand fiv-c hundred from diff(trent regiments had 
been concentrated at Eirnburg on tho Lahn in 
the Wiesbaden district of I’ru.ssia. Here 
towords the <>nd of Decemljer, 1914, Casement 
arrived with a batt(>ry of pnmphh'ts and Irish- 
-Vinerican newspapers and harangueil tho 
prisoners on the misery of their situation and 
on the wrongs of Ireland. He stated that 
ha was forming an Irish Brigade and he 
invib'd the Irish prisoners of war to join it, 
in which case, insteiul of being treated as 



JAMES LAKKIN. 


prisoners, they would be taken to B<>rlin 
and become the guests of Germany. England 
was " nearly beaten,” and now was the time 
for Irishmen to fight and gain Home Buie. 
In the event of Germany's winning a sea battle 
ho would send the Irish Brigade to Ireland, 
where they would ” fight against England and 
free Ireland.” According to the witnesses 
(.'asement had “ a poor reception.” He- was 
“ liissed and booed,” and on one CK-casion 
“ struck and pushed out of the camp,” defending 
himself with lus umbrella until the German 
.sentries came to his assistance. This missionary 
work went on for over a year, lectures on the 
” history of Indand ” wens delivere<l, and copies 
of the Oaelir. Amerirnn and the Continental Timee 
with pamphlets bearing such titles as “ Crimes 
against Ireland, by Sir Roger Casimient,” and 
“ The King, the Kaiser, and Ireland,” were 
ilistributed throughout tho camp and left in 
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the hilts of the prisoners. Eventually, it was 
stated, some ,'52 soUliers out of the 2,.'500 
consented to join the Brigoiie, including one 
Bailey, a private of the Royal Irish Rifles, with 
a good service record, who frankly declared after 
his arrest in Ireland that his only object was to 
get away from the canif) and secure better 
treatment elsewhere with a view to ultimately 
rejoining his regiment and lighting for t he King. 
Not n single Irish officer or non-commissioned 
officer could be got even to listen to (!asement’s 
blandishments, mid of all the 52 only one ulti¬ 
mately landed in Ireland, |>ersonally conduided 
by Casement himself. 

The speech-making and conviTsations with 
the prisoners began about Christmas 1914, when, 
according to Casement. Knglatul was already 
“ nearly beaten,” but it was not till long after 
the “victorious sea-hat tie " being still un¬ 
reasonably delayed—that a ileffnite move was 


made. Here a .som 'what mysterious “ Captain 
Monteith ” comes into the story. Ho had, it 
appears, been active in organizing the Sinn Fein 
Volunteers and in oppasing recruiting for the 
British Army, and was accordingly deported 
from Ireland under the Defence of the Realm 
Act in November 1914. He too made his way 
to Germany and was acting in concert with 
f'asement, whom he was able to keep en rapj>ort 
with the movements and intentions of sym¬ 
pathizers in Ireland. Acconling to the state¬ 
ment of Bailey, w'ho had in the meantime been 
put into uniform and made a sergeant in the 
Irish Brigade, Casement and Monteith took him 
to Berlin in March 19Ui, the party putting up 
at the Saxonin. lloti'l, which, e\’cn in vi'ar time, 
must- have been a Mclcome change from life in 
the Limburg camp. The next piece of evidence 
was a railway ti<4\<'f , Berlin W ilh<‘lmshaven, 
Atiril 12, lOKi, which by soiiKi oversight the 



German officials had omitted to collei-t and 
which v\a.s lound in thi' overcoat yioeket of on ■ 
of the three after their landing on the Kerry 
coast-. At Wilhelm.shavcn t a.seinent, Monteith 
and Bailey .set out- in a submarine on tlicir 
adventurous journey to Ireland- the only 
“Irish Brigailc” that had materialised after 
fiftis'n months' jireparation. The actual di'- 
parture sei-ms to have been on April 14. It is 
noteworthy that although the promised licet of 
crui.sers witli 49,090 men on board tliil not, for 
obvious reasons, accompany Casement to Ire¬ 
land, yet- a fleet of /eppelins and battle cruisers 
mmle their appearam-e off the East Coast on the 
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Smaller picture: Remains of a motor-car which was used as a barricade. 
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ARMOURED CARS IN DUBLIN. 

A oar paKsind through the streeta near Carlisle 
Bridge. Smaller picture : An armoured car carrying 
money to the bank. 

night of F.iistcr Monday, a dati^ on which it was 
IiojmhI t he Sinn Fein Rebellion would have Ix'en 
in ftdl swing all ovtT Ireland. Hut as a, help in 
the Rising a ea])tiired Wilson liner, trans¬ 
formed into the appt^aranee of a harmless 
Norwegian tram)), and christened the And, was 
loaded with rifles, inaenine guns, ammunition 
and homl)s and <lispatched from Wilhelntshaven 
so as to reach tlie coast of Kerry at the same 
time as the siihmarine. As will he seen, it was 
intercepted aial sunk and the only artus that 
reaclu'd our shores were those produced as 
eviilenct! against Casement at Row Street. 

We must now return to Ireland, wJiere, thanks 
tt) the altitude of th<' Rxi'cutive whu'h mgariled 
it as “ safer and more expedient, to leav(' t he 
law in aheyan<-e,'’ pre])arations for tht! rising 
wore, with (lerman aial Irish-Ainerican helj), 
being .stoiRlily and, in<loed, ost<Mitatiously pushed 
forward. As the Royal ttommi.ssion reported, 
and as everyone knew in Irelatul, the Irish (or 
Sinn F('in) Volunt.f'ers, the Citizen Army and 
the old Fenian organization were iwtively 
engaged in this work. In the words of the 
Conunis.sioners, “ it is now a matter of common 
notoriety that the Irish Volunteers have been 
in eominunication with the authorities in 
(lermany and wore for n long time know'ii tt) be 


supplied witli money through Irish-American 
societies.'’ This was so stated in public by -Mr. 
tlohn MacN(‘ill (ai November 8, 1914. Fnan 
the date of their sece.ssion from thi* National 
\’oIunteers the Sinn Fein \'ohinteers made 
ra|)id progress, and a yviar later, towards the end 
of 1915, Sir Matthi'w Nathan, the I'nder- 
Secretary for In.'land, was able to report to Mr. 
Riri’ell that they numbenHt 19,.509 and that 
“ each grou]) of these is a centre of revolut ionary 
pro])aganda.” He lulded that they had 2,5t(U 
rifles and " )i*vd their lyes on the 10,009 in the 
hands of the supine Nat ional Volunteers.’" Rut 
nothing further was <lone, and the Commis¬ 
sioners, while eoinmendiug tlie I’nder-Secri'tary 
for his vigilance, felt compelled to add : “ We 
consider that he did not sufliciently impress upon 
the Chief Secretary, during the latter's prolonged 
abseiMies from Dublin, the nec('ssity for more 
active measun's to romefly the situation in 














410 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


Ireland which on December 18 last in a letter to 
the (hief Secretary he described as ‘ most serions 
and menacing.’ ” 

Apart from arming and drilling, which went 
on openly, the most mischievous fonn of dis¬ 
loyalty practised by the Sinn Feiners Mas their 
anti-recruiting propaganda. At first the Irish 
reservists hastraied readily tori'join the t'olours, 
and were in many cases escorted to the railway 
stations by n clu'cring pojmlace with bands 
and banners. Kccrniting also was not unsatis¬ 
factory when allowance is made for the <-ircum- 
stanccs of a pojnilation mainly agricultural 
and with its youth largely depleted by 
emigration. Over 100,000 rc-cruits enlisted 
in Ireland, although the countiy was 
exempted from the system of registration and 
conscription that was applied in England and 
Scotland. This, however, was altogether 
changed wlien the Sinn Fein propaganda got 
to work. “ It was owing." say t he (.'ommis- 
sioners, " to the activities of the lemlcrs of the 
Sinn Fein movement tliat tlie fon-es of dis¬ 
loyalty gradually and steadily increased and 
undennined the initial sentiment of patriotism." 
At this time, too (M tiich coincides with t’asc- 
ment’s ]H:*riod of greatest activity among the 
Irish prisoners in Germany), the “ X'oluntecr " 
and ‘‘Citizen" organizations, which of them- 
sj'lvi's had no visible or substantial means of 
subsistence, suddenly fount! themselves in 
command of apparently unlimited funds. 
Assisted by German and Irish-American sub¬ 
sidies, “ a flood of seditious lifi'rature ” was 
jamred ov'er Ireland. Anti-recruiting and 
treasonabk' newsjiapers appean-d i:i raiiitl suc¬ 
cession. and anus and explosives were smuggled 
into thf' country. Now and again a newspaper 
was suppressed or a too wtive and plain 
sjtoken agitator was deported tinder the 
Defence" of the Realm Act , Imt no firm or eonsis, 
tent policy was followed, and thi* men dcportetl 
were able to make tlieir way to America or in 
some cases back to Ireland to resume their 
activity. Sir Morgan O't^inn 'll, a prominent 
Kerry magistrate anti Depuly Lieutemvnt for 
his county, told the ffomuiission of his vain 
attempts to indtice the Castltt to suppr<"ss a 
seditious anti-n>crniting meeting aimouiieed to 
be heltl in Killamey. The meeting was an 
‘‘ imported ” one, he said, speakers, platfonn, 
n-solutions and audience Ixnng brought in by 
sftccial trains. The Executive refused to 
interfere, and the result was that rttcruiting, 
which had laten going rather well in the tlis- 


trict, came to a sudden stop. Organizers and 
speakt'rs for such meetings were sent all over 
the country amply provided with money and 
with pamphlets and posters, with the result, as 
recorded by tho Gommission, that “ by the 
middle of 1915 it was obvious to the n\ilitary 
authorities that their efforts in favour of 
recruiting wore l»eing friistratod by the hostile 
activit ies of the Sinn Fein supporters, and they 
madi' representations to the authorities to that 
effect. 'I'he general danger of the situation was 
clearly pointed out to the Irish Government 
by the military authorities on their own initia¬ 
tive in February last., but th(! warning fell on 
unheiHling ears." 

TIio winter of 1915- If! was a highly critical 
l«>riod, and continuous warnings jtoured into 
Dublin Gastle from responsible officials through¬ 
out the coimtry. If these had been attended 
to the rising coidd ev€‘n then have been stopped. 
The “ condtict, zeal, and loyalty ’’ of the Royal 
Irish t‘onstabulary, who were it'sjtonsible for 
onler in the whole country outside Dublin, had 
never Iteen put to a st'verer test, and never was 
the efficiency of that spk'iidid force more 
thoroughly pro\’ed ; that they did nof st rike in 
time and so prevent all the blootlshed and 
destruction that enstied wivs not their fault. 
The warning of Sir Neville Ghamberlain. In- 
spect-or-General of the Royal Irish <'onstabulary. 
in which, nearly two years Ix’fore the outbreak, 
he pointed out that the police would sotm lie far 
outnumbered by an amu^d and fniined force in 
every county, and that the X'olunteers would be 
in a position to dictate whether or not the law 
of the land should be carritsl into effect, has 
iilready been (pioted, and later in tiu' year 1914. 
w hen the war had begun, he reported that the 
X'olunteer organization was disloyal, st'ditious, 
and re\'olut.ionarj'. At the same time the 
Commissioner of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police warned tht* Government that the V’olun- 
teers might “ attempt some escapade liofore 
long." As tho Commissioners stat-e, the heads 
of jiolice were in pos.session of “ full and exact 
rejiorts as to the nature, itrogress, and aims of 
tho various armoil associations in Ireland. 
From these sources the Govenuneiit had 
abundant material on which they could have 
tutted many months before the leaders them¬ 
selves contemplahd any armed rising.” 

Lord Wimbome was now Lord-Lieutenant, 
having succeeded Lord Aberdtien in January, 
1915, and he was approached in March, 1910, by 
Lord Midleton, a residtmt Irish peer who had 
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ON THF KIN(;STOWN HOAD AT BAl.l.S BRIDGE, DUBLIN. 

Soldiers iihoul lo open fire on Sinn Feintrs. wlio were snipinf* from houses two hundred yards away. 

hcltl )ii>{li nflici- ill iiii>n‘ tliiui imo (iovcrninoiit, principal strcctw anncd anti in force, and. i! 

and who .saw wliat was goiii); on in his own was said, even went through the form of 

county of (.'ork. The fikets were pointed out, “ oeeujiying ” the gates of tlie Castle and othei- 

hut as Lord Midleton slated in liis evidence, public buildings. Corresponding nianifestti- 

“1 gathered, although he did not say so in tions v-eiv hi'ld throughout the country, and on 

words, that he (the Viceroy) was unable to this the Ins|)eetor-(ieneral of I’oliei’ reported 

move further owing to tin* general attitude of bluntly that the Irish Volunte.Ts wi're “a 

the tloverninont towards Jn'land, which it pack of rebels,” who would. ])roelaim their 

wa.s iiniiossible to dLsturb.” On St. Patrick’s independence on the first favourable oppor- 

Day (March 17), however, things reiu'hed a tunity. Further warning was contained in a 

stage when it was impossible any longer to li'tter intercepted by the Censor, in which the 

ignori' the dang<*r. The Admiralty were, it is writer boasted of the St. Patrick's Daj- per- 

believi-d, in n'ceijit of information regiuxling formanci', and added that the Castle wS' 

the jireparations for Casement’s sailing and for watching the N’oluntoers closel's’, but wa.s 

till'shipping of 20,000 rifles and other munitions ‘‘afraid to do anything against them.” They 

to Ireland that wen- going on at that, moment hail mareheil, “all armed with rifles.” through 

at Willielinshaven, and the Sinn Fein \'olun- the main streets. Tht'y hml " .saluted .lohii 

teers themselves indulg<.*d in a kind of full-dri'ss MacNi'ill, their leader, “ under the nose of 

reheai-sal of tht' rising fixed for Faster live the Castle,” and had done (he same in front of 

weeks later. The Volunteers paraded the the " fort'ign college, of Trinity ” and the old 
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Parliiirnmt Housi". Aft(‘r tliis line or two 
fpt'blo and im-Holuto attiniipts to wcizi- ario.s 
wero 7iiadt', whoroupon the Council of tic 
Volunteers issiusl a haughty iiuiriitesto stating 

that they would not subinit to be dis- 

» « 

armed, and that “ the raiding for arms»and the 
attempted disarming of men ” would bi- nuft, 
“ in the natural course of things,” by resistance 
and bloodshed. The Chief Commissioner of 
th>! Dublin police now imported that “ drasti<' 
steps ” should Ito taken, as the Sinn Keiners 
were “ gaining in numbers, in i“(ptipinent, in 
discipline and in confidence,” and that tli(' 
longer such steps were delayed the more diffi¬ 


THE RUINED “ I.IBERTY HAI.L" 
After it was captured hy British troops. 

cult they would be. This r<'|)()rt reached the 
Ihtder-Seeretary on April. 10. On Aitril 12, 
the day on which Casement arrived at Wilhelms- 
Imven. it reached the Chii'f Si-eretary, who 
•sagely wrote upon it ; ” Retpiires ejireful eon- 
suleration.” And there it n'sted, the (dii<‘f 
Commissioner receiving no directions or orders. 
On the Ittth, at a meeting of the Oiiblin Cor¬ 
poration, an Alderman Kelly deelart-d (hat it 
was evidently the deliberati' intention of the 
(Joveniment to <-ause Itloodshed in Ireland by 
an attack on the \'olunteers, and he jirotested 
against siieh an 7mprovok<‘d outrage in a city 
whifih he declared was. “ under Cod. the most 
peaceable in Kurop<'.” On the 18th, the day 
before, the Admiralty had r<‘eeived .secret 
information from Cermany of the sailing of 
Casement ; tla- shij) was timed to arrive in 
Ireland on flood Friday, the 21st, and the 
rising was fixes! for (he following dixy - Kaster 
Kve, or Faster Sunday morning. 

JOven the Irish Kxeeutive could not close its 
ears to this news, and it began to (consider the 
taking of steps that ought to have iMien i!on- 
sidered and taken six months Itefore. The 
Simi Feiners and the flitizen Anny were also 
somewhat unprc'pnred and divided in their 
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councils. Of tlio fonii''r the iiiosf noi.sy find 
liilkfttivf- would jirobtibly, when llie (Titicnl 
niomont. <i|)pi’oaenijU, luivt* been tnily too glfwl 
of sonie excuse to yfostpone ti rising for wliic^li 
thf-y had, in truth, little' stomach. As far 
haeJe fis May, Ihlo, a resolution in favour of 
an iiniiK'diate insurn'ction luul been proposf.'d 
by one of the fanatical extremists at the (lotmcil 
of the Irish V'olunteers, find liad been vetofxl 
only by the personal influence of I’rofessor 
dolui MacNeill. tlie chairman. At. this last 
moment also the '• intellect mils ” .showed .signs 
of wishing to hold back, and some confusion in 
the ranks of the rebels was the result. They 
would have been only too willing to let Die 
“ 40,t)t)(t (Jermans,” of whom there had bei'ii 
.so much talk throughout the country, land and 
light their battles ; but now wlu'n they heard 
that Casement was coming iiractically alone, 
and that the t'astle was waking up, it was a 
different story. 'J’he (’itizen .'\riny, liowever, 
with its central otiicc at Liberty Halh was of 
tougher libre. and was resolved to go on at 
all costs. 'Phis ■' l.iberty Hall ” was a ram- 
.shackle mansion in a decaying (luartcr of 


Dublin, near the docks, and had been the centre 
of Larkinite activity during the grctil dock 
and transport strike of 1913 and had ever 
since been the headfiuarters of the Irish Trans- 
Ifort and Oeneral Workers’ Ihiion as wi ll as 
of th(' Citizen Army, anil the focus of disorder 
and .sedition in Dublin. Funds were never 
liM'king, and a printing preas had Ijei'ii estab¬ 
lished there from which proceeded much of the 
seditious literature with which the count ry 
was permeated. At the last moment, in order 
to ex.'ite the people and to make it impo.ssible 
to take any Ifackward .ste|), the l.ibe.rty Hall 
1‘ress proihiced a bogus flocumcnt piu'iiorting 
to be a circular containing orders for the imme¬ 
diate seizure by the police, at a given won!, 
of all till' members of the Sinn Fein National 
Council, of the Kxecutii’e of the Irish Volun¬ 
teers, of the Committee of the National Vohm- 
teers, and of the tk.iuncil of the Gaelic Ijcagui', 
togetiu'r with the occupation by the military 
of the buildings identified with these bodies. 
This document was undoubtedly one of the 
jiroximate causes of the outbreak which it 
ri'ndered inevitable, as was obviously the 



RUINS IN BRIDGF. STREET. 
Removing a wrecked barricade. 











414 


TUK TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


intention of tiiose who ooncoctod and cir¬ 
culated it. It was made the text of the 
speech of Alderman Kelly at the meeting of 
the Dublin Corporation on April 19, to which 
allusion has been made, and its wide circulation 
was intended to create, and did create, the 
idea that the Government was determined to 
have bloodshed at any coat and on any pretext. 

As a matter of faiit this “ bloodtlursty " 
Government was still hesitating and irresolute. 
In England the politicians were, just at the 
moment, violently excited about the question 
of general service in the Anny, and a break-up of 
the Government was declared to be imminent. 
The Chief Secretary was in London, prepared 
to admit, indeed, that the scheme for an insm- 
rection in Ireland required “ careful considera¬ 
tion,” but otherwise taking no steps in the 
matter, whilst the Lord Lieutenant was com¬ 
pleting arrangements for a holiday viceregal 
tour in Ulster with the usual jiuiketing and 
si>eechmaking. The Admiralty alone was on 
the alert, and sent out from Qiiwinstown a sloop 
to patrol the Kerry coast and await the arrival 
of the And with its cargo of arms and the 
German submarine wdth Sir Roger Casement 
on board. No doubt the Admiralty had good 
reason for keeping its own counsel. The Aud 
was challenged and stopped by the sloo]> 
Bluel)el], while the submarine was ap()arently 
able to reach the coast, to land its passengers, 
and to get off again. Roth the Aud and 
the. submarine kept good tune ; indeed they 
appear to have arriv€>d a day too S(»on. Ac- 
c.ording to the Admiralty warning the landing 
was to have been on the 21st. and the rising a 
•lay or two later. But on the evening of the 
20th a labourer named Hussey, w'hile walking 
on Banna Strand, near Tralee, observed a deep 
red light out at sea, apparently about half a 
mile from the shore. Tliis was, no doubt, the 
signal of the arrival of the boat and its cargo, 
but alas for the plotters there was nobody 
there to receive an<l return the signal, for 
Hussey was an industrious, honest, man anil 
knew' nettling of jilots or insurrections. If 
Casement ha<l boon able to land then and had 
been received by a band of volunteers with 
motor-cars, as was doubtless the arrangement, 
the arms and ammunition might have bc'cii 
distributed over the south-west of Iridand 
before morning and the ringleaiJers on their 
way to Dublin to take charge of matters there. 
But everything mtscorried. Tlio Aud making 
for Kenit Harbour, just south of Banna Strand, 


stood off till morning, when she was hailed by 
the Bluebell and asked to account for her 
movements : the submarine had by this time 
apparently, got rid of its burden and dis¬ 
appeared. The Aud flew Norwegian colours 
and declared that she was bound from Bergen 
to a port in Italy ; tho captain of the Bluebell, 
not satisfied, ordered her to follow him to 
Queenstown for further examination, but when 
just outside tJie harbour she hoisted the German 
flag, the crew put off in their boats, an<l W’orc 
taken prisoners wbile tho vessel herself blew uji 
and sank. When divers went down the 
cargo was found, as expected, to consist of arms 
and ammunition. 

Meanwhile events were hnpiiening on shore. 
Another peasant named MacCarthy went out 
before daylight on Good Friday morning for a 
walk on Banna Strand, and there he found, 
half waterlogged and drifting with the waves, 
a vessel of quite unusual construction --a litth' 
tub of a boat without keefl or rudder and W'itb 
four short oars w’hich were also adrift. It was 
obviously designed so as to be packed and 
carried securely insitle a s\ibmarine. It appears 
from Bailey’s narrative! that Casement, Mon- 
teith and bims<!lf hud endeavoured to reach 
land with this craft, but tiuy were not. seamen, 
and as they mode' no allowance for tb(! Atlantic 
sm*f, the boat cajjsized in slmlh)w water and 
they had to wad(' ashore. 'I bey bud some 
revolvers and a crmsideruble (juantity of 
ammunition which they concealed as b<!sl they 
could in the sand, and set out apparently to 
look for the insurrection. The immediate 
outlook set!med sufficiently hoj)el('ss. They 
were on a bleak exposed shore miles aw ay from 
any mcuins of communication ; no one was 
then- to w<>lcome them ; the submaritK' was 
gone, leaving them intleed with a boat but u 
boat which they were unable! to handle. If the 
Aud had succeeded in landing her cargo of 
arms at Fenit or elsewhere there might still be 
a chan(!e, as Trah'o and th(' district had been 
w'ell w'orked by German spies and agents. 
Lody, the German spy who was executed in th<! 
Tower, had bc'cn arrested at Killarney, not 
many miles off, and doubtle.ss ho hod lt!ft 
plenty of ground bait behind. It is probable, 
in fact, that if the boat hod arrived a day or 
two later it migh' have found n ” [irocessitin ” 
or “ demonstrat ion ” in progrt!ss that would 
spt!(!dily have .resolved itself into an annod 
force. But the derelicts on Banna Strand 
knew nothing of what was just then Itappening 




Examining pasaports. Circle on right: Searching a inotor>car. 
STREET SCENES IN DUBLIN. 

416 





















416 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 



RESCUING VALUABLES FROM SMOKING RUINS. 


to th(* And, and they knew little of the 
])r('|)aratioiiK, or lack of j)reparation, of thc.-ir 
friends on shore. Karly in the morning they 
were seen by a servant girl wandering on the 
sand (hines. and, later on, Monteith and Hailey 
were met making their way to Trakie, some 
miles off. Casenumt, ])Ossibly on aeeount of 
weakness, find been left Ixdiind among tla- 
sandhills. At this point Monteith disappears 
from the story, iilliiiiately, aeeording to one 
aeeonnt, making his escape to America with a 
eomf)anion whom he had met in Tralee : 
Hailey returned alone to the Strand, but was 
unable to find (’a.senient. 

M<-anvvhile th‘> pf-asant who disetoven'd tlw! 
boat on the shore has spread the story : neigh- 
})Our.s assemble to examine the scene ; the 
revolv-ers are dug out t>f the sand anti other 
discoveries suggest that the ixilice shoidd bt' 
communicated with. When the constables 
arriv'C from Ardfert., the nearest village, further 
search is made. Casement is found hiding in an 
okl “ rath ” or earthen fort, of prehistf)ric con¬ 
struction : Hailey also is run down. All an- 
conveyed to Tralee, where a few arrests are 
made and tht' insurrection and invasion are at 


an end so far ns the “ Kingdom of Kerry ” 
is txmt.-emiHl, 

It was afl'i-rwards ascertained that here and 
there in Cork and in Kerry, and even across the 
(‘.st.iiary of tht- .Shannon in tht^ County of Clare, 
which lies immediately to the north of Kerry, 
there had been assi'mblages of nx-n on the 
Friday and on the Saturday waiting anxiously 
fur some mc-ssengers who did not arrive. 'I'hey 
wi-re Volunteers or would-be Voluntei-rs, 
waiting for the aims that wer<- never to bo 
delivered. ('asement was on his way to London 
to stand his trial for High Treason, and the 
police, who knew their duty as sixrn as they 
were jx-rmitti-d to jx-rform it, had the leading 
local suspeids safely under loc.k and key. In 
Tralee jx.liix'-barracks Casenxint learnt some¬ 
thing of what, had been going on. He recognized 
that the game was up, sent for a jiriest and asked 
him to let the people know that he was Roger 
(basement, that he had failed, that the Herman 
arms and ammunition were at the bottom of the 
sea. that no more foreign aid was to Ix! looked 
for and that a rising was hojx-less. One local 
incident remoins to be referred to before wo 
leave Kerry. On the night of Good Friday a 
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motor car driving furiously passed through 
Killorglin, a village lying to the west of Killarney 
and south of Tralee. Outside Killorglin, on the 
Tralee road, the ear took a wrong turning and 
plunged with all its o(!eupants into the river 
Laiine, which there begins to widen out intf) an 
estuary on its way to Dingle Hay. The three 
passengers wiim drowned. 'J’wo of the bodies 
were rc^eovered and the in<'n were found to be 
wearing Sinn Fein biMlg<-s. Tlie third body was 
carried out to sea. Were these men carrying 
round the fiery cross and e.alling on the faitliful 
with final instructions to rally to CtiKi'inent ? 
Was the third man Monh'illi on his way bmh 
to Tralee to take i-liarge of affairs then' V It 
would seem (hat this dramatic incidi'nt with all 
its infliKWi^ on the rising in Kerry and elsewhere 
will rt'uiain a mystery to the last. 

We left Dublin in some confusion, the Citizen 
Anny pushing forward for insniTc-ctiun, tbo 
Sinn Ketners uncertain as to their jilans and 
movements, the authoritii's in the ('asflc still 
in till* flark but unea.sy at the prosjx'ct before 



JOHN MACNBILL. 
President of the Sinn Fein Volunteers 



•‘MAJOR” MACBRIDE (x). 
One of the shot rebels. 


them. The news of Casement’s landing and 
arrest became knowm on Saturday and those 
eoneernetl behaved each after his kind. The 
(■astle deliberatc'd, the “intellectuals” of the 
Sinn Kein movtiment decided to postpone action, 
the ('itizen Army decided to go ahead and act 
more vigorously tlian ever. At the end of 
March, as wc- have sei-n, tlie Inspector-Oeneral 
of the Koyal Irish Constabulary liad reported 
that the Volunteers througliout the (•ountry 
were “ a pack of ri'bcls ” only awaiting the 
opportmiity to proclaim their indeiK'iidence. 
A week later the Chief Commissioner of 
I’olici' had rejiorted to Dublin that they 
were gaining in numbers. c(piipment, discipline, 
and confidence, and that “drastic action” 
should be taken, yet nofliing had been done 
in the interval to stri'ngthen the garrison 
or to [irotect the Metropolis and the seat- 
of (lovernment and of military authority in 
the country, the Dublin police being an 
unarmed forc'e. There w ere no guns nc'arer than 
Athlone, when* four field pieces re]>re.sentcd the 
artillery of Ireland, and the garrisons, including 
that of Dublin, were little more than training 
dep. ts. On A])ril 22 the Irish Volnulrer an¬ 
nounced the holding of “ a \ cry interesting 
series of mameiivrcs ” for Faster, a miiveinent 
which “ might well stand as a m >del for ot her 
areas.” That eveni'ng such authorities as could 
be got together met in consultation in Dublin 
Castle. On the following day further consulta¬ 
tions were hold and it was then finallv-slecided 
that the proper course was to seize the leaders 
of the movement. Hut the f|uestion at once 
arose : How to do it Y I'hore were no troops 
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A MACHINE-GUN SECTION IN ACTION. . 


available for so serious a step, and long ago wnen 
Sir Neville Chamberlain, thi> lns()eotor-General, 
had warned the Govermnetit that the police 
would find themselves in every county con¬ 
fronted with sujierior foret', his warning 
'was ignond. Now the Executive realised, too 
late, that the witness was true. They were 
lielpless with an armed insurree.tion at their 
gates, and they decided that they must wait till 
a sufficient military loree was collected. No 
doubt they were strengthened in their idea that 
delay was safe by th<‘ failun- of Casement in 
Kerry and by the decision of the moderate 
section to postpone acdion. This decision had 
b«“ 0 n promulgated in Dublin late on Saturday 
evening in the following form :— 

Owin^ to the very eritiool position all orders given 
to Irish Volunteers for to-morrow, Kaster .Sunday, are 
hereby rescinded, and no parades, marches, or other 
movements of Irish Volunteers will take place. Kach 
individual volunfettr will obey this order strictly in 
every particular. 

Koin MacNeill. 

Chief of Staff, Irish Volunteers. 

But Professor MaitNeill, who was the founder 
of the Volunteers, had laimched a movement 
which he was unable any longer to control. 
No “parades, marelies or other movements” 
took pliuto on Easter Sunday, it is true, but 
s'xeited and angry consultations were held and 


the ]>roelamation of the “ Irish Rt'publie ” was 
drawn uj), signed and printed at Biberty Hall 
and publicly read from the steps of that building 
by the Counteas Mtirkievic/., surrounded by Iter 
“ staff.” After that the boats went burnt and 
there was no going back. MacNeill’s proitlama- 
tion no doubt gave some of the mort^ timid 
members the opportunity of stop)>ing at home 
and taking no public part in the rising, but 
Liberty Hall, the Citizen Anny, the Fenians 
and all the signatories of the proclamation- 
seven iix numlstr, MacNt'iH’s name being 
omitted—^were committed. The oidy otlicial 
coiiunent on MaeNeill’s countermanding order 
that saw the light was written five days later 
by P. H. Pearsp, a schoolmaster, who called 
himself “ Commojjdmif General Conimanding- 
in-Chiof the Army of the Irish Republic and 
President of the Provisional Government.” 
It w'as written when Pearse saw that the move¬ 
ment was hopelessly beaten, and it is additionally 
interesting as showing how well planned and 
how widely spread had b<?en the movement for 
relsdlion. Afh'r boasting tlwt he and his 
friends had Ixeen “ writing with fire and steel 
till? most glorious chapter in the later history 
of Irttland,” he went on to say :— 

i liin Hatinfied that wo nhould havo accomplidhod 
more, that we ukouid have aecomplialied tho task of 
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onthroniug an well asi proclaiming the Irieli Republic 
an a sovereign State, had our urraugomentH for a simul- 
taneouH rising of the whole comitry, with a combined plan 
ne Hound oh the Dublin plan haw Vjoen proved to be, been 
allowed to go through on DaHter Sunday. Of the fatal 
(aiuntormanding order which prevented those plans 
from being (tarried out I shall not speak further.. 

Nor did tho “ fatal coimternianding ordor ” 
long hold tho field. Ou the Sunday morning 
an armed hody of members of the Citizen Army 
raided a (piarry near Dublin and captured 250 
pounds of gelignite which they conveyed in 
triumph to Liberty Hall and latter in the tlay, 
ns alr(»dy stated, the Republit; wa.s proclouneil 
from tho steps of that building. This, however, 
seems to hav'c been an unauthorized piece of 
ecctuitricity and self-assertion on the part of 
the (Vmnticas Markiovit^z, as tho formal proclaina- 
tioii by th('self-elected Provisional (Jovernment 
■ of wliich the Countess was not a iiiombor- ■ 
did not tak<' ])laee till the following day. Ami 
so ((iiietly was this first proclaniation managed 

or such was the state of disorganization in 


While all this was going on, the Castle, a few 
hundred yards away, was still cogitating. On 
Monday morning it had soemred the concurrence 
of the Cliief Secretary to the proposed arrest and 
internment of tho Volunteer leaders. No doul>t 
the country’s governors were congratulating 
thomselv<»8 on a good day’s work. It was holi¬ 
day time : tho (Jouunandor-in-Chief had gon<» 
to England, and many of his ofH<5er8 had gone 
oft to tho Ward Himt Races at Kairyhou-st', when 
the news suddenly arrive<l that the City was 
“ uf),” that tho Republic had been proclaime<i 
at Nelson’s Pillar, and that a scries of com¬ 
manding positions in the City were already in 
tho hands of the rebels ! 

The proceedings of this t'xtraordinary Easter 
Monday—tho most calamitous day in the history 
of Dublin since that “ Blacsk Monday ” many 
ctdituries before when the flower of its <!itizens, 
several hundred in number, Easter holiday 
making in Cullen’s AN'ood. were set upon and 


Dublin-—that neitimr the authorities nor the 
Dublin news|)ap(;r.s a|)p('ar to have hoard of it 
at the time. A more formal defiance of Mae- 
N(fiirs order, the move which finally launched 
the rising in Dublin was issued early on Monday 
morning in the following shaptt: - 

i>ublin Itrigado Ordors, fl.Q. 

24th April. I91(i. 

(1) Till- four city tiattuIioiiH will parade for iiispci-iioii 
and ri>tn«.! marc.li at. 10 a.m. (o-day. 

(2) Full arms and oquipmuiit uinl ono ilay’s ratiuiir, 

Thoma-s MAcDoNAaii, 

Commatidattl. 

(3ny. M. 0 will parado at Here.sfnrd Place at 10 a ni 
P. H. Peabse, 

Oommanilatii. 

Both MacDonagh and I’oarse had signed tho 
Manifesto read on tho previous day and they 
and the others liad decided that they must 
make the plunge in spite of their nominal cliief. 



BARRICADE OF BARRELS ON BACHELORS WALK. 
Smaller picture; Truups sniping in the streets. 
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uiassacrod by the wiki trilx'siiuni from tli.! 
neighbouring mountains—enll for some iloserip- 
tion in detail. ]’h© niininnzing statements 
is.sued by the Exeemtive and the restrictions of 
the Consorsiiip, no doubt necessary and in- 
evitabk' at tlie time, togetiier with file menila- 
eiouK rtiports deliberately circulated })y the 
rebels, combined to produce the impression even 
in friendly coimtrie.s that a (.■oniparativ<!ly 
harmless street disturbamre was ruthlessly 
suppressed in torrents of blood by a savage and 
op[)ressive Government. A more prtsposterous 
trat-f'Sty of history was nev-er coneoeted. We 
have already setm th(' “Commandant General 
of the Army of the Iri.sh Republic;’’ boasting 
of a “ sound ’’ and “ eombinod ” plan for simiil- 
tan<.'ou,s insurrection all over the country, and 
of the fact tluit lie. and his friends bad been 
writing “ in fire and steel ’’ a new chapter in tho 


FI.OHR AND BREAD FOR THE POOR. 
Taking away a supply of flour from a military 
depot. Smaller picture : Givinfi bread to a hungry 
inliahilaiit. 

hi.story of Ireland ; and it is necessary to jioint 
out that at the very outset, when the jiolice IumI 
b<‘en driven off the streets, and befon* tbe 
soldiers were in a position seriously to b<;gin 
the work of restoring ord(<r and authority, 
murder, pillage, and arson were the order of the 
day. That .some of the leaders attempted to 
jirevent this does not in the least modify or 
excuse the criminal recklessni'ss of their eonduet 
in letting loose the forces of crime and disonkr 
in a notoriously turbulent city. And the out¬ 
rage and bloodshed and destriadion of a great 
<-a|)ital that cn.suod must for ever lie at their 
doors, even when <lue allowanet' is made for t he 
slackness and ineaptwity of an E.xecutivi' which 
neglected all the duties with which i|. was en- 
tru.sted. Vnarnied aiul isolated policemen, 
soldi(;rs anil civilians wore munk'risl at fh«‘ very 
outset of the rebellion both in Dublin atid in t he 
country districts, and this is at once the expla¬ 
nation and the justification of the sev'erity of 
th(> repression. 

As we have seen, the four city battalions of 
the Volunteers were siimmoneil in defiance 
of their “('hief of Stuff”—to parade at 10 
o’clock “ witli full arms and e<iui)nnetit and one 
ilay’s rations ’’ at Heresford I’laee. Reresford 
Place is the open space in front of l..iberty Hall, 
th(; hi'adquartt'rs of the Citizen .Army, whose 
members assembled in full force at the same 
time. And at Liberty Hall the proclamat ion 
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of the Irish RopubUc had already been 
up, signed nnd printed, in readiness for genefAl 
distribution. Dublin is a compactly built' city, 
divided pretty equally into north and south 
by the river Liffey, whose long line.s of quays 
preserve an open and continuous thoroughfare 
from west to oast. Canals with many bridges 
form a kind of boimdary to the north and south. 
To the oast it is open to the sea, and railways, 
with four terminal .stations, form the connexion 
with the south, west, and north of the island. 
The Castle, the nominal Seat of Covernmont of 
the <!ountry, lies in the 0 ('t»tre and all the leading 
buildings, svieh as the Post OlUee, the Bank, and 
the Four (%uu-ts, lie within a few iniiiutes’ reach. 
Liberty Hall and the Custom House are a little 
to the east of SaekvilUi Street, whose main 
ornami'iit is the Post. Ofliee, an imposing porti- 
eoed edifice with Nelson’s Pillar just op])osite. 
All the main “strategic jioints’’ ar<^ easily 
reached, and a lU'tcrmined body of insurg<Mils, 
with wtill-laid plans and favtmred by a caniess 
executive, can obtain control of the city within 
half an hour. This is what hap£)t!n<'<l. The 
“ j)arnde ’’ at Ib'resford J’lacst suddenly re- 
soIv<'d its<!|f into an army of insurnvt ion, and 
before the Castle knew what was going on its 
.scc|>tre had d('])nrtcd, the unarmed city polic(> 
had to withdraw (juictly, and Dublin was at th(’ 
mercy of the rebels. 

It was about half-past 11 on this Faster 
Monday when the “ army ’’ in Berosford Place 
began to dissolve; into sections which marched 
off to take u[> their ap|)oiulcd stations. At a 
quarter to 12 a motor-car containing tie 


Provisional Government,‘‘^d 'followed by a 
bodyguard of some 2CiO ’^well-armed men, 
emerged from Beresford Place inW Abbey 
Street, and marched down the street in the 
direction of the Post Office, where it had 
been decided that the Republic should establisl) 
its headquarters. The place wits not badly 
chosen, seeing that the Post Office is, or rather 
was, an isolated, powerfully-constructed stone 
building, and comnianc’a the main street of 
the city. It also was the metJting place of 
the wires and cables that control electric com¬ 
munications all ovfsr Ireland and to England. 
A considerable number of the staff also were 
enslitod with 8um Fein principles, so that 
there need be no difficulty about gaining access 
and securing control of the whole building 
befori' any alarm could be given. Evorytliing 
wiuit off according to programme. Arrivod at 
the I’ost Office, the Volunti'ers enfcrecl with a 
rush, the public were cleared out of the rooms 
on the gi'ouiid floor and the loyal employes 
orilerod off at the revolver's point. The lower 
windows were barricaik'd, j>rovi<ions w<to 
requisitioned from a hotel across the way, 
and ev’erytliing scit in order for a prolonged 
occupation till the “ country ’’ would rise and 
acclaim its new Government * In order to 
leave no doubt as to their status or their in¬ 
tentions the gr en flag of the Independent 
Irish Republic was formally hoistetl over the 
j)ortico, while the leaders very solemnly 
appearotl in the strecd, and from the fool of 
Nelson’s Pillar read the proclamation estab¬ 
lishing “ 'I'he Provisional Government of tho 
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Irish Ropiiblic.” The leading passages of this 
document are worth republication in order 
that, friendly nations and an enquiring posterity 
may know and judge of the character of the 
whole undertaking which ended in such over¬ 
whelming atid deserved disaster. There was 
no grievance or misgovemment alleged, no sug¬ 
gestion of Home Rule—shtiply a cry of 
unappeasable rncic liatred and revolutionary 
mania. England and the English people 
were a fonagn Power that must he ('xjjelled 
from the country with the asststanee of the 
Oermans—Ireland’s “gallant allies ”• and the 
reliels were invited to stab the Empire in the 
back while tsigagod in a life-and-death struggle 
with the forces of barbarism and savagery in 
Europe. Here are the words :— 

“ Having organized and trained her man¬ 
hood through her secret revolutionary orga¬ 
nization, the Irish Republican Brotherhood, 
and through her optm military organizations, 
the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen 
Army, having patiently j)erfected her dis- 
cijdine, having resolutely waited for the right 
moment to reveal itself, she now seizes that 
moment, and,supported by here.xiled children 
in America and by gallant allies in Europe, 
but relying in the first on her own strength, 
she strikes in full confidence of victory. 

“ We declare the right of the j>eople of Ire¬ 
land to the ownership of Ireland and to the 
unfettered control of Irish destinies to bo 
sovereign and indefeasable. The long usurpa- 
fion of that right by a foreign jaiople and 
government has not extinguished the right 
nor oftn it ever lie extinguished except by 
the de.sfruction of the Irish jHJople. In 
every generation the Irish people have 
assorted their right to national freedom 
and sovereignty : six times during tlx* past 
three hundred years they have asserted it 
in arms. Standing on that fundamental 
right, and again asserting it in arms in the 
face of the world, we hereby prociairn the 
Irish Republic as a Sovereign IndefKjndent 
State, and w'c pledge our lives and the lives 
of our comriides in arms to the cause of its 
freedom, of its welfare, and of its exaltation 
among the nations. . , . Until our arms 
have brought the opportune moment . . . 
for the establishment of a permanent 
National CJovemrnent, representative of the 


whole people of Ireland and elected by 
the suffrages of all her men and women, 
the Provisional Government hereby con¬ 
stituted will administer the civil and 
military affairs of the Republic in trust 
for the people.” 

I’his manifesto did not secure the support, or 
signature of a single elected reijrosontative of 
any section of the Irish people, or of any man 
who had won influence by public services for 
Ireland. Its signatories w'cro a convicted 
dynamiter, a handful of minor poets, journa¬ 
lists and KchoolmaHt.t>rs, a j\mior <‘orf)oratiou 
ofti<*ial, and a Syndicalist leader who had been 
sent, over by Mr. Keir Hardie, a.Tid who had more 
tlian once been in ccJlision with the law for 
ollem^es against jniblic order. All were killed 
in the course of the rising or by vor(li<it of 
court-martial aftcir it, and so they have passed 
from Inmian judgment, but can anyone wonder 
at the hot indignation given expression to by 
th(* hsuh'r of the Iri.sh Parliamentary party 
at the “ wicked ’’ and “ insolent ” claim of 
such men to speak for Ireland, and to drench 
their country with blood at the instigation of 
a fort'ign foe ? 'J'he movement, wrot.e Mr. 
RtHhnond, was insane and anti-patriotic: “ Ger¬ 
many plotted it, Germany organized it, Ger¬ 
many paid for it. So far as Germany’s shore 
in it is concernetl, it is a German invasion of 
Irelaml, as brutal, as selfish, as cynical as Ger¬ 
many’s invasion of Belgium.” The dishonest 
pretext of invoking Germany as the protector 
of the sovereign rights of nationnliti(*s and 
the heaven-sent redrttsser of Irelantl’s liistoric 
grievoncics was fnit o\it of court Vjy the Irish 
leatler in a st inging passage : 

\V*hat liSH in-land siiffered in the psst that i’nland, 
AlHticiv nnlgiuifi, or Sorbin have not suitered at the 
liands of (lormnny, and 1 ino.y add also tliat portioik of 
the soil of Krnnoe, her old friend niid idly, which is in 
the hands of (lorinany ? Whnt has lioeii the reconl of 
(Icrinany but the suppression of untionality, of fri«>doiii, 
and of latiguatto : in short, the stipproHston of all tlio 
(hiiigs for which for confurics Ireland has struggled, 
the victory of which Ireland has achieved T 

Mr. Redmond, in composing this passage, 
might well have hafl in mind the words in 
which Robert Emmet more than a century befoitt 
had in his speech from the dock repudiated 
the charge of being an emissary of Franco : 

’Tis fslso, T am no cinis.sHry. . . • On the contrary, 
it is, evident from the introductory paragraph of the 
aildrcss of the Provisional Oovermnent that evory 
hazard altemling an independent effort was deemed 
preferable to the more fatal risk of introdiieing a French 
army into the eoimtry. When the fluctuating apirit 
of Flench fri'odom was not fixed and hound by l.he 
chains of a military despot it might liave been an 
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..^Poiyie HT H'a RE/iiiii. 

Wii mnma sornNHirT 

- , OP THB 

IRISH REPUBLIC 

to TEE PEOFIE OF IEEIEH0. 

IBISBIKBN AMD IRISHWOMEN: Id the name Of God and of the dead generatiMS 
flron whiA she receives her old tradition offiationhoOd, IreliAid. through ua stdanuNMi'''^ 
her ehildren to her flag and strikes for her fireedom. 

Having organised and trained her manhood through her seorot reyoliitimai^ 
organisation. Uie Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military 
organisations, the Irish Volunteei^ and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently 
p^eetad her ^seipline, having resolutely waited for the right moment to revetd 
itseiC She now seizes that moment, and. supported by her exiled cMidren in America 
and by gallant allies in Europe, but relyii^ In the first bn her own strength, she 
strikes in fhll oonfldenee of victory. 

We declare the righto! the people of Irelaad to the owhersbip of Irriand. «id to 
the unfettered control of Irish destinies, to he soverbign and indefeasible. The long, 
usurpation of that right by a foreign people and government has noi extinguished flie 
^ht. nor can it ever be extinguished except by the destruction of the Irish people. ~'Ih 
every generation the Irish people have asscrt<xi their right to national Khw^m and 
sovereignty times duringthe past three hundred yearn they have asserted it in 
. wms. Stwding on that fundamental right and again asserting it in arms in the face 
of the world, we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Sovereign Independent State, 

• and we pledge our lives and the lives of our comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom. 

^of its wollkre. and of its exaltation among the nationa 

■ t. V Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegianoo of ovoiy 

wsh man and Irishwoman. The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal 
airi equal opportunities to all its citizens, and deelareo its resolve to porsuo 
wo toppineos and prosperity of the whole nation and of all ite parts, cherishhig lUl 
tto children of donation equally, and oblivious of tiie differoneos earefbUy fostered 
by an au^ govemment, wMch have divided a minority from the majority in the past. 

Duty bur arms have brought the opportune moment for the establishment of a 
penMnont Hati^ Government, representative of the whole people of Ireland and 
of ^hor men and women. U» Provieioaal Goverameni; hereby- 
constitut^. will administw the'civil and militaiy affairs of Republic in trust for 
the people. I " 

We plaM tile cause of the Irish Republic junder the protsstion oftbsMost High God, 
Whose bjornliv wo invoke upon our arms, and wo pray that no one who serves tiiat 
wiU duhonmir it by cowardice, inhumanity, or rapine. la this supreme hour 
Me Ii^ nation must, by its valour and discipline and by the readiness of iu cWldren 
^ **fc{ u **** common good, jprovo itself worthyof the august destiny 


lo which itiseaUed. 


Sigficdl on 


•BAM Mae 

•. H. PB. 
JAMES 


tlw riwWMial OwabMent, 

TOOMAS J. CLAMKt^ 


DMAS J. CLAIKE. - 

■ADA, THOMAS Ma^HA^ 

rHoixT. * 
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THB PROCLAMATION OF AN IRISH REPUBLIC.” 


oxtitiKabto poHoy tro havo Nought the ailiaiieo of Fmnoo 
an waH done in 171)8. Thou it might not have been no 
groat a hazartl to have accepted of French aid untlor a 
guaranteeing treaty uuch as Franklin obtained for 
America. But in the pi'esent day . . . reviewing Uio 
conduct of France to other countriew, »eeing how she 
has behaved to Switzerland* to Holland and to Italy* 


could we expt'ot bettor oonduci towanl.N \w ? Let not 
then any man attaint iny memory by believing that I 
could have hoped for freedom tlirough the «id of France 
and betrayed the sacred eauHO of liberty by committing 
it to the power of her most determined foe. 

Tho idea of a revolution made and paid for 
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FIRBMEN PLAYING ON THE FLAMES IN SACKVILLE STREET. 


in Germany did not appeal to any respoasible 
section of the citizens of Dublin, although, with 
that timid subserviency to p<)j)ular clamour 
and rhetorical fireworks which characterize.s 
them, they did nothing to check or suppress it. 
The jioople gazed in mild amazement at the 
.spectacle of a handful of men, mo.st of whom they 
had never hoard of before', declaring t hemselves 
the Government of Irt'laml, and seizing public 
buildings, looting hotels, and V)arri<!adiug the 
streets in tlu' name of the Irish Republic. 
Ireland had been exceptionally prospf'rous 
during the war and on account of the war. 
and Dublin thought of nothing less than of any 
disturbance of the e.xisting order of things. 
On this fine lOastcr Monday the .streets werci 
crowded with holiday makers, who tf>ok no 
jjarticular notice of the Sinn Fc.'int.'r.s marching 
and eountcjrmarclung through their <'ity. It 
was only when the windows of the Post Oflico 
began to be smashed, shots fired, ami tram- 
cars stopped and overturned that it dawned 
on them that serious misdiief was afoot. Nor 
was it long or<! the blacker sitle of the move¬ 
ment was shown. While the Post Office was 
being provisioned and barricaded as a fortified 
headquarters, other bodies of the rebels were 
sent to occupy certain houses and positions, 
anyone offering resistance being promptly shot. 
The first victim was a hamdess, unarmed 
policeman at the Uj)p<ir Castle Gate, who was 
deliberately murdered when he ventured to 
challenge the right of an armed mob to enter 


the Castle yard. It would have been the siin- 
plc'st tiling in the world for the rebels, who 
numbered 30 to one, and amongst whom 
there wc'ro two women armed with revolvi'rs, 
to push the consfablo aside and seiuire him, 
but they preferred murder. There was not 
(>ven an adcipiato military motive for the 
crime, for no serious attempt was mad<’ to 
seize and occupy the Castle. They simply 
fired a couph' of v olleys at the wimlims across 
th(' Castle yard, and then went, away on the 
appearance of a sentry who closed th(' gate. 
A very (competent witness who watched the 
strange scene with plowing amazement from 
his window across the streisf. writes : 

The poor (•onslftl>lc wiih a fiunilinr figiini at tlic K'stc- 
I oUcii saw turn n..s 1 looked out, and know him us a 
kindly and roiirlcoiis follow wUli i pat on tho hond for 
(ho little ehildron who iisod to oonc.o ond guzo in throui>h 
tho railings at tho Viceroy's If, 'Uso, Tho vohintoi'rs 
lirod at him at four or five yards raiign ond ho died where 
he foil, a devoted priest kneeling by him whilo tho shots 
rang round him in the mad attack on the seat of govern- 
mont in Ireland. 

It will remain one of the mysteries of the 
rising why the reliels, having done so much, 
had not the courage to go ftirthor and seize 
and occitpy the (.^istle. The gate wtis a very 
ordinary railing, such os might bo seen at the 
foot of any gentleman’s avenue, and could 
easily have been scaled or broken down. There 
were a few men in the guard room, but the 
story goes that they had no ammunition for 
their rifles ! At any rate, they did not attemjit 
to shoot. Otherwise the place—which is only a 
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square of ordinary brick buildinn-i—was praciti- 
tsally undefended and—the day boin(;f a fioliday 
—unoccupied. The Under-S('cretary was in liis 
room with a few clerks, and the Vicen'gal 
apartments, turned into a hosi)ital, were 
occupied by woundeid men and nurses. The 
empty City Hall just by th(' (’astle gate was 
seized and ocsMipied by tlvs rebels on their 
rc'tiremont from the more serious enterprise, 
and the Daih) KxpreM oflice just across tlie 
street was also rushed. I’his was the end of (he 
greatest fiasco of the rebellion, (fie insurgents 
having aifiieved absolutely nothing and remain¬ 
ing in tficir new quarters only until they wen! 
dislodged by the military on the following 
day. 

Hy this time things were moving at the Post 
()fli(!e. Aimless tiring b(!gan from the windows 
and from the roof, and .seviiral jiassing civilians 
were shot before they realised what was hap¬ 
pening. Till! first soldiers to fall were some 
baneers, who had been <iut on <‘S(!ort duty that 
morning, accomjianying a train of wagons 
with munitions to the Alagazine in I'lnenix 
Park. On their way ba(!k (fiey came, all 
unsiispeidfng, down Sa<!kville Street from the 
north end. As tiu'y juussed the Po.st Ollieo 
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th(!y wcro met with a vollcjy from the roof, 
wliich killed four of the men, the rest, making 
tiu'ir escape. 'I'hero were also several <!ases of 
isolated soldiers shot in the streets on their 
way' back to barracks. Nothing on this first 
day, however, excited greater horror and 
indignation than the cold-blooded murder of 
a number of memlx'rs of tiu' Veterans’ <’or[)s, a 
body of elderly men such as are to be found in 
mo.st of our cities who, being unfit for active 
service, go out at intervals for route marches 
and partKles in order to “kciqi fit” and to show 
their symjiathy anti willingness to help in any 
way' within their power. 'J'his corps Jiad 
arranged a route march for Kaster Monthly 
anti wt're returning, uith unloaileil rifles and 
without ammunition as usual, to Beggars 
Bush Barnwks in the south of the city, when 
they were ambushed in Haddington Road and 
fired on without warning. Five of them were 
fatally', and about t.wict! as many' seriously, 
woundetl befon- fht! survivors sut!ceetietl in 
reaching their barracks. Here is the sim|>lo 
story of a lady who saw tht* tragedy from her 
own window in NorthutalK'rland Roatl- 
a street crossing the end of Hailtlington 
RoimI —without any idea at the time of the 



KEMAINS OF A BUILDING AFTER BOMBARDMENT. 
Wreckage in the streets of Dublin. 
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bluodtliirsty work that was afoul in a civilized 
city:— 

About 4.i)(K aH 1 stand at the drawing-room windowi 
1 see a sinaU detachniont of the (ir.K. veterans: the 
afternoon has been warm, tltey look hot and tired. A 
sharp report rings out, a man in the foremost rank 
falls forward on his faue, to all uppeamncoB dear!, a 
ghastly stream of blood flowing from his lioad. His 
fomradoH make for cover—the shelter of a tree, the 
side of a flight of stops. Bidlet follows bullet with 
lightning rapidity. The road is unusually deserttnl 
and silent until one of the veterans dashes across it and 
falls at the feet of a woman who hiMs up a wail of terror. 
I cannot bear to look and yet 1 feel impelled to do so. 
Of the six men by the tree only one is noW' standing 
—they must have huu down—but, no, they have fallen 
on thoii backs one over another—they are all wounded ! 
Oh, the horror of it all—whnt does it mean ? A wounded 
mail is being borne in the direeiiun of our house—wo 
rush to open the door and offer assistance, but they 
take him next door. 1 cannot w'utch loiiger— l must 
go back to my moihor, wdio is sitting quietly by tlio 
tiro : she is very old and frail, and must not know of 
what is passing, so 1 try to appear tw usual. After chat¬ 
ting to her for n short time 1 return again to the wind«>w 
Just in lime to seo a baroheaded whito-couteil doctor 
dhvo up in a motor car. Ho disappears into one of the 
houses, whert' he tends the wounded some of whom are 
carried off to the hospital : the crowd which had gupiered 
at the cross-road gradually melts away. 

All tills while tho systematic occupation of 
the city and its approaches was being carried 
out, more or less according to arrangement. 
That there had been a canifully thought-out 
{frogramme arranged and coimiiunicated to the 
varioas districts was proved by a note-book 
found on one of the Wexford rebels, containing 
a list of all the places to be seizi^d in Dublin as 
soon as the rising was declared. Dublin, as 
has been explained, is well situated for such an 
operation, the railway stations and canal 
bridg(»< being all within a coiiijiact radius. 
The military headquarters in Dublin—the 
Koyal Barracks—^are situated so as to (control 
tlie entrance to the Pheenix Park, the Magazine 


and the King’s Bridge Station, which leads to 
the Curragh Camp, in Kildare, where tho bulk 
of the troops are generally placed. A little to the 
west, and nearer the Magazine, are the Island- 
bridge Barracks not far from Kilmainham 
Hospital, the residence of the Irish Commander- 
in-Cliief. Covering an important bridge on the 
road leading due south are the Portobello 
Barracks. Mount Street Bridge and Balls 
Bridge are on the important Kingstown Koad, 
the neari'st barracks being at Beggar’s Bush. 
The rebels no doubt knew the weakness of the 
Dublin garrison, and that there were scarcely 
enough troops to hold the buildings, so they 
were able to lay their plans without fear of 
serious interruption until reinforcements ar¬ 
rived. 'The most important j)osition occupied 
from tho j)oint of view of the bloodshed that 
ensued was Moimt Stnn^t Bridge, near the 
juiMition of the Pembroke and Northumberland 
Roads. This controlled tho main road to the 
city from Kingstowir. by which route troops 
from England must arrive, the few soldiers at 
Beggar’s Bush being imable at first to ntnder 
much assistance. Portobello Bridge in the 
south and Cabra Bridge in the north were also 
seized, tho latter being convement for tho 
control of the Midland Croat Western Railway, 
whose tenninus at Broadstone was also occu[>ied. 
At the .same time the two workhouses, the 
North Dublin and the South Dublin, Jacob’s 
bisciuit factory and Boland’s mill and bakery 
wore seized, no doubt for ))rovisioning purposes. 
The two most snowy seizures, Si. Stephen’s 
Creen and tho Pour'Courts, wore also the most 
useless as they commandesJ nothing and were in 
factmere death traps fortliose who occiqiied them. 



A SCENE AT THE CORNER OF MERCHANTS QUAY. 
Ruin* of a military tailor’* *hop. 
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Next to their failure at the Caetle, the occupa¬ 
tion of which would at any rate have constituted 
a high-sounding moral and iliplomatic success, 
the neglect to seize Trinity College was the 
greatest mistake of the rebels. Here'too they 
had an open gate before them if they liad had 
the coxu-age to take advantage of it. The 
College was almost empty but fur a handful of 
men of the Officers Training Corps. When the 
city fell into the hands of the rebels and the 
mub, some stray soldiers and policemen found 
refuge in the College—above all, lialf a dozen 
“ Anzacs ” on leave—who proved invaluable. 
But at the first it was practically xindefended 
and with its fine group of buildings and com¬ 
manding situation it would have been of in¬ 
estimable sxxrvice. Holxl os it was fx»r the Crown 
and with its windows lined by expert sharp¬ 
shooters, it did perhaps more than any other 
military post to disorganize vand paralyse the 
plans of the rebels. So long as Trinity was luskl 
in this ftishion no attempt was possibhi to seize 
the Bank—the Old Parliament House on College 
Creen—w'hose possession would have been, lik<' 
that of the Castle, a conspicuous auvertisement 
of succe.ss for the n<;w I’rovisional Government. 
Then the College facx's dinjctly up Dame Street, 
at the heaxl of which are the approaches to the 
Castle from the Four Courts direction. Finally, 
from one point or another of the Colh'ge build¬ 
ings, it xvas possible to keep under lire Carlisle 
Bridge and the lowxsr part of Sackville Street. 
Even Butt IJritlgc and Berosford I*lace could to 
some extent be brought under fire, so that direct 
communwation to anii from the Post Office, the 
City Hall, Liberty Hall and St. Stephen’s Green 
were rendered dangx-rous if not impossible. As 
for St. Stephen’s Green itself, its ocxnipation 
sx'rved no piniiose w-hatever, cxc<.-pt for the 
stopping of the Southern tramway service and 
the shooting or interning of a fx'w xmfortunate 
civilians who did not pay proper rx'spexd. to the 
self-constitxiUxi authorities of the nc'w Republic. 
It is surrounded by high bxiildings all of which 
can be entered from the back and its unfortunate 
“ garrison ” wore all the time unux'r nre from 
the roof and the upper windows of the Shel- 
bourne Hotel, which dominates the whole 
square. The Countess Markievicz was appa¬ 
rently in ohargo here and in the College of 
Surgeons, to wnich the garrison were giad to 
escape when the square grew too hot to hold. 

Another remarkable example of the utter 
unpreparedness of the Exocxitive deserves to be 
mentioned among the incidents of this first day 


of the outbreak. Although the Viceroy ami the 
Under-Secretary were at the moment consider¬ 
ing the grave danger and the steps to be taken 
to meet it, the Pheenix Park, containing the 
Viceregal Lodge—the re.sidence of the l^onl- 
Lioutenant—and the Central Magazine, was left 
open and imguarded. Of course the proximity 
of the Royal Barracks, of Island Bridge Barracks 
and of the Headquarters Uejifit of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary might be taken as precluding 
the idea of a serious occiqiation, but nothing 
whatever stood in the way of a raid before the 
garrisons wore alarmexl. As a matter of fact 
tliis is wliat (Kscurred. The Magazine was seized 
by a motor party and it was even reported in 
Dublin that the Lodge had been raided, and His 
Kxfiellency the Lord-Lieutenant cixrried off as 
a ho.stago. As for the Magazine it was taken 
without resistance, instead of a Commandant 
and a strong garrison it appears Hint Comman¬ 
dant Playfair had been sent on service to the 
front and that Mrs. I’layfair an<l her family had 
only a few soldiers for their defentio and tluit 
of the Magazine. 'I’ho rebels entered and shot 
the sentry as ho endeavoured to moke his way 
to Island Bridge Barraxjks to give the alarm. 
Mrs. Playfair was ordered to leav<\ the telephxmo* 
was cut and the building set on fire. Mrs. 
Playfair’s young son, who pluckily endeavoiu'od 
to roach a neighbouring house wticre there was 
a telephone, was shot, anxl died next morning. 
Fortunately, in that as in other cases, the rebels 
were clumsy in carrying out their arrange- 
mxnits where explosives were concerned. The 
tire they kindled was tixtingiiished by soldiers 
from Island Bridge Barracks befon' it reached 
the high t'xplosives, and the relsils decamped, 
having actsimplLshed nothing but murdt'r. 

Up to this time tliere liad biHin no serious 
fighting -the insurgents as a rul<» mt»etiug wit h 
little or no resistance—^andalarge proport ion of 
the inhabitants of Dublin were not aware tliat 
anything remarkable was happening. As usual 
on such occasions the majority of thx' people in 
the stretits were holitlay makers from the coun¬ 
try, many of whom spent the day quietly with 
their friends and only realized the situation 
when thxy arrived at the various railway 
stations in the evening on their way home and 
found that they coulil got no farthx-r, most of 
the buildings lu'ing in the hands of the rx'bels 
and all trains stoppexl. Those living at a <‘oin- 
paratively short distatuso from Dublin matle thx* 
best of it by starting to walk homo ; man\- 
others, however, haii to lie about the stnsxts 



428 


THK TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


or crowd into the. church«5s for shelter. When 
derk <‘uinc on the baser eleinont* of the pojjulace, 
Wnding tlie streets clear of police, began looting 
such Kboj>8 as they could break into, stealing 
wbttte\'er they could carry away. Sweet shops 
were generally uttockcsl first, and after that 
pnanises where clothing, boots and hats, or 
('Vi-n toys, were to be had. Meanwhile, skirmish¬ 
ing and “ sniping ” went on all night, many 
isolated soldiers and civilians being victims. So 
t'lided Dublin's first day of “ Liberty Itestored.” 

The authorities were still almost helj>les.s 
for lack of soldiers. Lord Wimbornti tssued a 


proclamation notifying the people of tho 
attempt “ instigated and designed by the 
foreign enemies of our King and Country to 
incite rebellion in Ireland," and warning them 
that “ the sternest measures are being, and will 
be. taken for the jirompt supfiression of the 
existing disturbances and the restoration of 
order,” and that aasemblies and crowd.s in tho 
stri'ets should be avoided. But there wore os 
j’et no means at hanil for enforcing or even for 
widely circulating tho proclamation. Nor was 
communication with England en.sy. Some 
Northern members of Parliament on their way 



to attend the important secret session of tho 
House of Common.s that hod been snmmoiusl 
lor Tiaxsilay managed on Monday evening to 
make their way by road from Amiens Street 
station, tho lerminus of fh© Croat Northern 
Railway, to King.stown, and so to I'atch the 
Holyhead steamer, and they conveyed the 
iK'ws, which had rcaclasl none of tho news- 
papoi-s, to Westminster. But they hiul been 
anticipated by tho Admiral on tho station, who 
had sent a wireless miwsago with such sciuily 
details as could be collected warning tho 



KEBELS BEING MARCHED OFF TO BARRACKS. 

Smaller picture : Two of the Plunkett brothers (in uniform) waiting to be marched off. with others, 

under escort. 
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CONVOY OF MILtTAKY STORES. 
Passing through a 


(Jovormiioiit, thri)ii;ih tlio Admiralty, in Lon¬ 
don. 'JTio (hirragli tiaiiip st-nt tip suoli troops 
as could be spared, and the authorilios in 
Jiclfast, which remained comjih'ti'ly ])('acoful, 
were able to send up practically its whole 
>»arrison with a considerable contingent of 
police. lint troo])s from Knglantl were 
urgently needed ; tho.se at hand, after all rein 
forcements, being only sufficient to throw a 
weak cordon across the city from King’s Bridge 
'J’lTminus to the Ca.stle and thence dovni Dame 
Htrei't to 'I’riaity C'ollege. and to place suflicient 
garrisons in these important stations as well ns 
in the Electric I’owi'r Station and tiio Telephone 
Exchange. These vital points had been over¬ 
looked by the rebels, wlio now found their 
forces completely cut in tw'o. Liberty Hall and 
the Post Office being unable to communicate 
with or to sup))ort St. Stcphein’s (irofai and the 
City Hall, and mce versa. 

Next morning, Tuesday, April 2i), W'ith no 
newspapers, postal delivery, trains or trains, 
and with the milk and vegetable sujiply cut 
off after the week-end holiday, Dublin woke 
up to the knowledge that something very 
serious was going on. The wildest rumours 
were naturally in circulation : German landings, 
the whole country in arms, the Castle a rebel 
stronghold, the Lord-Lieubmant a prisoner 
and a hostage. A few adventurous spirits 
made their way into the centre of the city 
to see the sights—of business there was no 


danger zone. 

(piestion—but most peatciibh' citizens, after 
being stopped once or twice either by the 
military (rordon or by a rebel sentry, w<'rc gl id 
to get home again and await the course of 
events. It was then, and still i.s, diHiiMilt to 
obtain a pro|'>er chronological account of the 
facts—one witness positively fixing a cerUiii 
event on Tuesday, whilst anolhcr is "equally 
certain that it took jilace on Wednesday. 
Lord Wimhornc. reinforced by the apjiroiich of 
troops from England, with a xiropcr sujiply of 
artillery, machine guns and armoured cars, 
opened on Tuesday morning with a much more 
vigorous and effective jiroclamation than his 
“ warning ” of the previous evening : 

Whereas in the City of Jhffilin and the 
County of Dublin certain cvil-dis]K)sed 
jiersons and associations with the intention 
of subverting the authority of the. Crown in 
Ireland have committed divers acts of 
violence, and have with deadly weapons 
attacked the forces of the Crown, and have 
resisted by armed force the lawful authority 
of His Majesty’s Police and Military Forces : 

And Whereas by reason thereof several 
of His Majc.sty’s liege subjects have been 
killed and many others severely injured, and 
much damage to property has been caused : 

And Whereas such armed resistance to 
His Majesty’s Authority still continues : 
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LHTTER FROM SIR ROGER CASEMENT TO JOSEPH 
The letter, which is dated February 17, 1914, refers to the arming of Irish (Sinn Fein) 


Now We. Ivor Churchill, Baron Wini 
borne. Lord TJeutenant-Geiieral and General 
(tovernor of Ireland, by virtue of all the 
powers thereunto enabling us, do hereby 
proclaim that from an<l after the date of this 
proclamation and for the period of one 
month thereafter the City of Dublin and 
<^unty of Dublin are under and subject to 
Martial Law, and We do hereby call on all 
loyal and well-affected subjects of the Crown 
to aid in uj)holding and maintaining the 
peace of the Realm, and the supremacy and 
authority of the Oown. 

The proclamation goes on to promulgate the 
usual warnings against the dangers of the 
streets and the necessity for all loyal persons 
to remain indoors, and concludes as follows: 

And We do hereby proclaim that all 
persons found carrying arms without lawful 
authority are liable to be dealt with by 
virtue of this proclamation. 


Given at Dublin this 25th Day of April 
1916. 

WllVinoK.NE. 

By this time such of the insurgtitits as were 
capable of reasoning must have begun to 
realise their position. Outside their own 
ranks no one in Dublin had paid any attention 
to thorn, and even with the police and military 
in abeyance they had not btxni able to advance 
an inch beyontl the phmos they had originally 
srdzod. The cordon acro.ss the city was 
strengthened and held fast, and their scouts 
brought the discpiieting infonnation that a 
similar military cordon was being pushed 
north from King’s Bridge and alotig the Circular 
Road and down to Amiens Street station, 
getting into touch with the troops already in 
occupation of Trinity College by Butt’s Bridge 
and the Firo Brigarlo station. The hood- 
(|uarter8 at the Post Officie, Liberty Hall and 
the Foiu: Courts wore now entirely isolated, 
and their reduction was only a question of time. 
In this desperate situation the Provisional 
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PLUNKHTT, ONE OF THE “PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT.” 

Volunteers. The word “Coffins” is supposed to mean lifles and "Leprecauns” revolvers. 


(lovornmont. how that ita only lio|)0 lay in 
trying; to conv inoo tlio ix'oplo of Diiljlin that, aa 
till' I'ountry wa-s rising anil victory could not 
bo long doliiyod, it wivs the duty und the intoroat 
of tlio cnjiitHl to rally to tho Rojinblie. 
Accordingly a ])roclninalion was issiiod, a few 
extracts from which will ciuiblo readers to 
judge of its general ti'iior : 

'i'lic country is rising in answer In Dnhiin's call, and 
till' tinal achiovoment of Ireland's freedom is now. 
wiih (Joil’s help, only a matter of ilays. The valour, 
sulf.saerinee, and distupline of Irlsti men and women 
are about to win for our country a gloriovis place among 
the nations. 

All eitiKeiiH of Dublin who helievo in the right of their 
country to ho free will give their allegiance and their 
loyal help to tho Irish Hi'puhlic. ICvory Irishman and 
Irish woman worthy of tho name will come forward 
to help their common country in this her supreme hour. 

Able-bodied citizens can help by building barricades 
in the streets to oppose the advaneo of tho British 
troops. The British troops have been firing on our 
womon and on our Bed t’ross. On the other hanti, 
Irish regiments in the British Army have refu.sed to 
act against their fellow countrymen. 

This last auduciotis fabricaliim wa.s rlostiiiod 
to receive its appropriate answer before tho ink 
on it was dry. Cabra Bridge has been mentioned 


ns a nortliorn outwork of tho rebel position, anil 
hero on this Tuesday afternoon the insurgents 
were destined to come for the first time into 
serious contact with the troops—Irish troops, 
ns it happened—and they found the e.xperience 
much more liv ely and less satisfactory than the 
shooting of helpless veterans or isolated sentries 
or civilians. Strong barricades had been erected 
both on Park Hoad and on t.'iibra Hoad at the 
point whore the C'harleville Itottd joins, and near 
Phibsborough Church, and houses overlooking 
the barricinles hail be'en occupied in force by 
well-arnicd parties. \'isitor.s endeavouring to 
get home found themselves stopped here on 
Monday evening, anil tho rebels final on all 
officers and men in uniform and seizeij their 
cars. On Tuesday a body of tho Dublin 
Fusiliers, with tho first guns that had orrivetl, 
were sent to clear away the obstruction and 
open a way into the centre of the city. As soon 
as the soldiers came in sight of the rebel position 
a shell or two si'nt the barricailes flying anil tho 
P'nsiliers carried tho post by a brisk charge 
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assisted by fire from a couple of machine guns. 
So was ended the legend that Irish troops, and 
the Dublin Fusiliers above all, would not help 
in clearing their city from the armed mob that 
had disgraced it and blackened its name in the 
eyes of the world. An attempt wae made to 
stop the Fusiliers by blowing up the Cabra 
Bridge and the bridge crossing the Midland 
Railway, but as elsewhere the explosions failed ; 
some of the rebels siurondered and some made 
their escape across country in the direction of 
Glasnovin and Finglas and were heard of no 
more. The soldiers then made their way down 
Capol Street and joined their comrtules at the 
Castle, where they were able to take part in the 
final scenes of the recapture of the City Hall 
and the Daily Express office. 

Late on Monday night the troops who had 
arrived at the Castle from King's Bridge, as part 
of the cordon stretching on to Trinity College, 
had begun to make things uncomfortable for 
the garrison of the City Hall, which was attacked 
simultaneously in front and rear. A machine 
gun moxmted on the roof of one of the buildings 
that go to form the Castle yard also did much 
exo(;ution and kept the snipers on the roofs of 
the City Hall and the Daily Express office under 
salutary control. Another machine gun ap¬ 
peared at the gate of the Castle, where the con¬ 
stable had been murdered earlier in the day, 
and raked all the windows of the office, thus 
securing quietness in that quarter for the rest 
of the night. Tuesday saw the last of both 
these rebel “ forts.” The City Hall roof was 
cleared, 25 prisoners, including some w'omen, 
being taken. Afterwards the Express office 
was rushed at the point of the bayonet, many 
dead boilies being found on the roof, and all 
danger in the Castle quarter w'os at an end. 

Some other incidents of this day, the second 
in the history of the unhappy “ Republic,” 
deserve record. Looting in the streets not 
occupied by the military was worse thtm ever, 
the news of goods to be had for nothing having 
spread over all parts of the city. The attacks 
became more determined and more disorderly, 
wanton destruction being apparently as much 
an object as plunder. Sackville Street, where 
the conflagration had not yot started, suffered 
most, and women and men WOTe seen making 
their way to the slums with bimdles of clotliing. 
A considerable amount of barter went on, boots, 
sweetmeats and jewellery possessing rapidly 
fluctuating values according to the state of the 
exchange. Tall silk hats were a drug in the 


market, being kicked about the streets fre^, 
whilst small boys exercised their ingenuity hi 
attempting to wear two, or three of them at the. 
same time. Expensive mechanical toys and 
dolls were in much demand, and the papers 
mentioned the case of a v«Hy small rrrehin who 
rode gloriously home on a tricycle horse with 
an air gun over his shoulder. It is on this day 
and in this connexion that we get the first 
glimpse of the Sheehy Skeffington episode which 
was sljortly after to have a tragic sequel. 
Skotfington was an extremist in liis way, but 
also a pacifist, a non-resister and a faddist 
generally. He adhered to the new “ govern¬ 
ment ” without approving of the violence with 
which its proclamation was accompanied. 
Above all the sight of the looting disgusted him 
from more than one point of view, and he made 
an attempt to stop it. This is the incident as 
described by an eye-witness in a Dublin 
publication: 

At 12.45 (on Tue.Kd(ky) Mr. Sheehy Skeffington walks 
hastily from tho Cleneral Post Office to O’Connell 
Bridge. Ho is in private attire and wears knicker¬ 
bockers. In one hand he carries some papers and in 
the other a brush. Ho pastes one of the papers on tho 
Smith O’Brien monument, around which a crowd 
gathers eager to read tho proclamation. Here is a copy : 

” W’hen there are no regular police on tho streets, it 
bocomca the duty of the citisens to police the streets 
themselves and to prevent such spasmodic looting as 
has taken place in a few streets. Civilians, men and 
women, who are willing to co-operate ore asked to attend 
at Westmoreland Chambers at five o’clock this, Tuesday, 
aftemoou. ‘‘Fb.vncis Shbkiiv SKKFifisuTON.” 

It was while posting this or a similar mani¬ 
festo that Skeffington later on came into collision 
with an officer stationed at Portobello Barracks, 
with fatal consequonecs that were detailed at 
a Bubsotiuent Court Martial, when tho officer 
was found to be insane. 

All this evening troops were being landed 
at Kingstown ready for the march on Dublin— 
conveyance by train being at an end for the time 
—with horse, foot and artillery; worst of all, 
as tho rebels were to find, with naval guns. And 
from the sea too tho iron ring Was closing in on 
the doomed consiiirators, for the little gunboat 
Helga was lying in the mouth of the Liffey ready 
to sail up the river in the morning and blow 
1-iberty Hall to the fovur winds with a few well 
j)laced shells. 

And that a touch of somewhat grim humour 
may not be lacking, the tale goes that a non¬ 
chalant Tommy, ready for whatever fate had in 
store for him, asked, on landing at Kingstown, 
whether he was in France, whilst others, having 
heard of Ireland, asked if they had been brought 
to fight “ Carson’s crowd.” 
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CHAPTER CXXXV. 


THE IRISH REBELLION OF APRIL, 

1916 (II.). 

SiTtrATioN ON April 2r)—^T hb Rkbkl Positions and Prospects in Dublin—Troops from 
Enoland—^Proclamations—F ianTiNO in South Dublin—Sherwood Foresters Tratped on 
THE Kingsi'own Road—N oRTH Ddbun FionTTNO—T he Great Fires in Sackville Street and 
Abbey Street—General Maxwell’s Command—Confu.sion among the Rebels—The Country 
Risinos—Galway’s “ Black Belt ”—Oranmoue—^Athenry—Skerries—^Donabate—Casti.e 

JiELLINClIAM OUTRAQES-^ASHBOURNB-LiMERICK-KERRY AND CORK.-^ENNISCORTHY—GENERAL 

Maxwell’s (jRip on Dublin—The Rebels Surrender—Estimate of Casualties—^Rbbel 
Leaders Shot—Courts-martial—General Maxivell’s Report—The Cask.ment Trial—The 


Royal Commission of Inquiry—Mr. Asquith 
Government Bill Postponed. 

r llE morning of Wcfinosday, Ajiril 20, 
was a gloomy dawn for the rebels. 
Dublin, except for the looters and 
marauders of the imderworld, had 
not moved. Not -a single trade society or 
political society or mmiicipal organization of 
any kind had declared for the Provisional 
Government of the Irish Republic. They had 
failed at the Castle and had been driven from 
the City Hall and neighbouring buildings at 
the point of the bayonet. Their attempt to 
control communications to thewest and the south 
and the north had come to nothing at King’s 
Bridge, at Broadstone, and at Amiens Street, 
although they strangled the Great Northern 
line to some extent by their command of the 
Fairview district, an old Larkinite stronghold, 
and by the rising at Swords and Donabate. 
Communications by road and rail to Kingstown 
they still dominated at Westland Bow, and 
down towards Lansdowne Road station; their 
fiositions at Boland’s Mill, the Old Distillery, 
Mount Street Bridge, and at the junction of 
Pembroke Rood, Northumberland Road, and 
Lansdowne Road, were still unchallenged. 

All their southern positions, however, including 
Vol. VIII.—Part 103. 433 
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those at St. Stephen’s Green and the South 
Dublin Union, wore cut off by the now well- 
established mflitory cordon from King’s Bridge, 
along Thomas Street (the scene of Emmet’.s 
fiasco), past the Castle to Trinity College and 
on to Butt’s Bridge and tho Custom House. The 
northern cordon from tho Park to Amiens Street 
by the North Circular Road was also firmly 
held, so that the rebel forces were broken in 
two and completely isolated, although indeed 
they had rigged up a rather eunateurish wireless 
installation on a roof opposite the Post Office. 
Inside the military cordon to the north of the 
river, the Post Office, the Four Courts, the 
quays and buildings at the foot of Sackville 
Street, and Liberty Hall, were their main points 
of support. Poarse in his last manifesto had 
called on Dublin for “ allegiance and loyal 
help to tho Irish Republic,” and on the country 
to rise “in answer to Dublin’s call.” Town 
8und coimtry alike had made no sign that could 
reach the rebel headquarters. 

General Maxwell’s report, written on May 26, 
when the rising was over and all danger at an 
end, showed that on the fatal Eeister Monday 
there were only available in the Dublin area 
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1,465 infantry (Royal Irish Rifles, Royal Irish 
Regiment, and Dublin Fusiliers) with 76 officers, 
and 851 cavalry (6th Reserve Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment) with 35 officers. And those, before 
everything else, had five barracks to garrison, 
and Dublin Castle, the Viceregal Lodge, the 
Magoiune, the Royal Hospital, and the Rank to 
protect. There were, in addition, the mobile 
column (3rd Reserve Cavalry Brigade), under 
the coixunand of Colonel Portal, at the Curragli, 
30 miles off, a battery of four 18-poundors 
at Athlone, 78 miles off, and some soldiers, 
who might or might not be spared, at Temple- 
more, 79 miles off, and at Belfast, 113 miles 
off. If the rebels were to have the slightest 
chances of even a temporary success, it was 
therefore necessary for them to secure command 
of all Dublin before reinforcements began to 
arrive, and having failed in this, their failui’O 
was eom[)lete. 

Anti yet, even on Wednesday, it was ])rett.y 
certain that the Provisional (it)vernmont had 
little itlea of the rtvil liopelessness of their posi¬ 
tion. 'J'hoy had pltiuty of rifles, ammunition, anil 
food, and in the two days’ strt't^l. lighting thty 
had probably inflicted as many eastialtios— 
police, civilians, and soliliors—as they htal suf¬ 
fered. In their amazing and childlike ignorance 
of the w’orld in which they lived they imagined, 
or had per-suaded themselves, that the British 


Army was all engaged in the war, that the 
police would be smrounded and captured by 
the rmral rebels, and that German submarines 
ct>uld prevent the arrival of reinforcements. 
They had also evolved a theory—^it would be 
incredible wore it not vouched for by good 
testimony—that if they could hold out for 
three days they would ipso facto become 
“ belligerents,” and therefore entitled, whatever 
ha{){)ened, to take part in the Peace Conference 
at the end of the war and discuss terms of 
settlement as equals. But the worst mistake 
of all wtis that they had forgotten the existence 
of the British fleet, whose smallest fighting 
vessel could blow their most formidable strong¬ 
hold into a ilust heap in a few hours. At Cork 
and at Kingstown guns and men had already 
boon landed frtnn the fleet, some wore ev’en 
now in Dublin, and in the early morning 
Liberty Hall saw its fate i>i the shape of tlm 
Helga, a fisheries patrol vessel, lying off the 
Custom House, and within point blank range 
of the Larldnitc headquarters, from whoso 
doorsh'p throe days before tho first formal 
dolianoo of Kngland had beeir delivtTod by the 
Countess Markiovicz. At eight o'clock the 
Helga opened fire, and thou, as a local chronicler 
put it, “ Dublin for the first time in her history 
heard the booming of naval gmts in tho heart 
of tho city.” Tho Citizen Army did not wait 
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LANCERS IN DUBLIN. 

A picket on duty passing throuiih a barricade. 


for more. Witliout firing tv shot they bolh'tl 
like rats from a stark and made their way hy 
hack passages and slums to Abbey Street and 
the comparative safety of Sackville Street. 
The Helga guimers, as one of them put it, 
“ htvd the time of their lives.” They sent a few 
tlropping shots which without making any 
greivt mark on the exterior of the building were 
so well aimed that they eamo down through 
th(' roof and, exploding, completely demolished 
the interior. At the same moment, and in 
order to make a clean job of it, two guns of the 
Field Artilkiry just arrived, cantered out of 
the back gate of Trinity College in Groat Bruns¬ 
wick Street, and with some well-placed shots 
from the quay at the end of Tara Street com- 
l>leted the work. It was nothing more than 
target practice, but those of the rebels who 
carried the news to the Post Office, or who saw 
the scene from “ Kelly’s Fort,” at the comer 
of Bachelor’s Walk, must have seen in it the 
end of the last of their hopes. It is worth 
noting at this point, in view of the assertion 
so freely made that it was the shells from the 
guns that caused the conflagration in the Sack- 
ville Street area later on, that t.he Beresford 
Place shelling, thorough and complete as it was, 
was followed by no sign of fire. 

Meanwhile reinforcements from the 69th 
Division had begun to arrive from England, 


the bulk of the Dublin work having hitherto 
fallen on the mobile column from the Curragh. 
On this day Dublin saw two new proclamntion.s, 
one from the King and one from General 
Friend, Commander-in-Cliief of the Forces in 
Ireland. The first Proclomation was of a purely 
technical and legal character, and dealt with 
the first section of the Defence of the Keulm 
(Amendment) Act, 1915. This is the 8i?ction 
which provides for the trial by Civil Court of 
British subjects cliarged with offences under tho 
Act. Sub-section 7 of the same section provides 
for the suspension by Royal Proclamation of 
this proviso in ease of certain special military 
emergencies, and tho Royal Proclamation, 
dated from Wiivdaor Castle, simply declared 
that, such a military emergency having nri.sen, 
tho operation of the section was accordingly 
suspended in Ireland “ until Wo see fit to revoke 
this our proclamation.” General Frietnl’.s 
proclamation ordered all loyal citizens in Dublin 
City and County to remain within doors betwcH'n 
tho hours of 7.30 p.rn. and .5.30 a.m. unless 
provided with military passes. The military 
now felt themselves strong enough to tlwow 
out tentacles, as it were, from tho main cordon 
with the object of still further isolating tho 
rebel positions. Of course, these buildings could 
have been blown to pieces by the guns as 
Liberty Hall hod been, but to avoid so far as 
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SKETCH-MAP OF DUBLIN. 


yio.ssible all unnecessary destruction of property Oaa Works. From thU tho robols pushed for- 

a more deliberate method was employed. The ward by tho oonal basin to Clanwilliam Place, 

tightening of the noose round headquarters and which faces and controls Mount Street Bridge 

the Post Office was the first task, and this was and Nortljumberland Road. At the junction 

accomplished by three colunans directed from of Northumberland Road and Haddington 
the Oovormnent strongholds on the south side Road is Clanwilliam Houso, and lower down, 
of tho river. The first loft the Castle and, where Pembroke Road, Northiunberland Ro.id, 
cros-sing by Essex Bridge, moved up Ca);)ol and Lansdowno Road moot, is Carisbrooko 
Street, which runs parallel to Sackvillo Street House. All thoso had boon forcibly oecujuod 

on the west; the other, from Trinity College, by the rebels, the occujuors being treated with 

cro.s.sod Butt Bridge and wont up Gardiner little ceremony, and os they comj>lotoly coru- 

.Slrcot, lying about tho same distance to numdod tho approaches to Dublin from Kings- 

th(! ca-st. Reaching Groat Britain Street— town and wore built in the solid, substantial 

ro-<^hristoned Panioll Street—^tho two bodies manner characteristic of Dublin architoctimj, 

joined forces at the head of Sackvillo they constituted a very strong position indeed. 

Street where tho Pai-nell Statue stands. Tho hartlly to bo nj))iroached or taken without 

third <-ohunn, from King’s Bridge, went tiyi artillery. Up this road, little dpuaming of tho 

Queen Street into North King Street, tlnough ambush prepared for them, come on Tuo.sday 

which they wore able to pass until they joined afternoon the first contingent of tho roinforce- 

hands with tlie Capol Stroot coluirm. The nicnts from England, the 7th Battalion Sher- 

Fost Office and tho Four Courts wore now wood Foresters (Territorials), all yoimg troops 

effectivisly isolated from the rest of tho city and still in tho training stage. Fire was first opened 

from each other. This important movement from Carisbrooko Honse and many fell at tho 

was carried out by tlie 6th Loinstors, 2/0 Slier- very outset, tho young soldiers facing tho bullets 

wood Foresters, tho 3rd Royal Irish Regiment with groat courage, but being quite unable to 

and tho Ulster Composite Battalion, under the deal effectively with sharpshooters on roofs 

command of Colonel Portal. and behind windows in inaccessible buildings. 

While the.se necessary precautions were being Beggar’s Bush Barracks, wliich is in the immo- 

fakon, some very fierce and costly fighting was diate vicinity, and in which the survivors of 

taking place on the south side in the same tho Veterans’ Corps and various fugitives had 

district in which the veterans had Iwen firerl taken refuge, w’as itself besicgetl and unable to 

on on Easter Monday. This position was render any effoctivo assistance. Tho barracks 

remarkably well chosen. It was in close con- aiul tho barrack yard W'cro continuously 

ncxion with the position at Ringsend, com- “ snified ” fiom Boland’s Mill and other build- 

pirising Boland’s Mill, the Distillery and tho ings in tho occupation of tho robols, and many 
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AHTKR THK REBELLION. 
Clearings away debris in Liffey Street. 


<'usuaJli(*s (M*<airro(l. TJiis rontinuod till Wed- 
iH‘s<lay aHrmooii, tho garrison was 

stnaigthomnl liy n (hdachiiaait of tht' 
and J)(‘rl>y T< rritorials. \\ ho land(Ml at Kings¬ 
town and nuirclu'd to J^allshridgo, whence they 
rca<‘hed the barracks by Shelbournc Koad, tluis 
avoiding the dangen* area. If tla* Slu^rwoods 
and thc^ Staffords, who W(‘r(‘ ahiuid of thcixi-- 
rII alike b<*ing strangers to the <listrict aixd 
igtxfxraxii even of t)i(‘ existeiM^o of the btirraeks • 
had IxM^n warned in time, an<t giii<led by the 
saiiio road, much bloodshed might Ixave been 
spared. 

Tho lady whose diary has Ix'cn alnnwly 
quoted, who saw tlu^ shooting of the mcmlxTs 
of the Veterans* Oirps from h«*r window in 
Northumberland Roa<.i on Monday, and who 
hml now realized tlu* nature of the insurrection, 
wrote of tlu>se later events os follows : 

Tho morning liotiru pass quietly, but at noon the 
sixldon report of a rUlo breaks (lio Kilonce. I nii\ to tixe 
window. Khaki-clad fignrem are along both 

HidoH of the road, getting what shelter they can from 
the low stone walls supporting the iron railings. 1 
hastily close all shutters, fearirtg a repetition of Monday V 
scenes, but it is tho Holdiers who have come, and we 
rejoice. We take up a position on the landing at the 


top of the kitchen hliiirs, as being the safest, spot, and 
for inoje thini an hour wc listen to the sounds of battle. 
There stK^m to be many men engaged ; we think some 
HTf) in our garden or on tho steps. 'J'he soldiers are 
attacking the two corner hoxisc's, N<i, 2r> o[>poKite and 
20 and 28 on our side <»f ICortluimberluixi Koad. We 
fear that they an* wavering, fer 1 lieur a \-oice shouting, 

“ ^'<n^ wnii’t give way now, boys ! ** Almost imme¬ 
diately there is a liurried kno(>k nl lie* side door. We run 
to open it. “May wounde<l men be brought in here y “ 
Wo ghvlly woleome them, and liurry to give the little 
help in our power, bring water, towels, eushiorn to put 
under their poor IicjmIh. The two brought in ar(», alas 
very ba<lly wounded--the adjutant of the Sherwootl 
Foresters is iinconseious, and llie poor young lieti^maut- 
is in great pain, nie doctor of tlie rt'giinenl and some 
Kod (Jross men aie with them, but so hurriedly hml 
they been start<‘d for Ireland that. m» m<*dical supplies 
or comforts luul yet arrived, aiul it. was sfiino time 
before any amestheties I’ould be procured. 

We lose count of time, ami rnoals are forgott«*n, except 
to provide tea and bread for the soldiers, wlio have had 
no proper meal since they left their fpiarters. All thty 
long the battle rages-- the noise is terrible; rt'volvers, 
rifle*« and machine-guns are doing their deadly work. 
Metro w’Ouii<ie<l lio outsid<\ but can only be brought in 
under cover of darkness. 'I’he adjutant still lies uncon- 
BcioiiR on onr dining-room floor : a Hod Cross man keeps 
wateh bosiih' him. 'riic doctor iwtvisos u« to take my 
mother to another room. We try the drawing-room, 
but a bullet crashes through the wiixlow ; Ihi' mirror 
over the mantelpieije is shattercMl, the floor is strewn 
with glass, it is too unsafe. 1 bring my mother back ; 
the poor adjutant is dead, they earry him to tho hall. 

Suddenly there is a treinendouH cra.sh. A bomb 

103—-2 * 
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IN THE RUINED STREETS OF DUBLIN. 
Hunting amonil the wreckage for souveoira. 


)ms hcon f}irown in ordur <o drive the rebeJa from u 
hou.so fv few yartls distant. The aim ia true; a cheer 
}j:rK*a np : the ^lasis reiuid tnir hall tleor is smaslM'd by 
the concussion. Upstair^ in iny mother’s bedroom 
auolVier bullet comes crashing; through a window^ but 
docs no further damu^'c. About 8.30 p.m. Ilu^ firing 
ceases; they tell us that the Jionses in our vicinity 
are all now in the po.sHCssion of the military; Ihe 
Mounded have been rennovod, and we are h*ft to take 
whiit rest wo can. All night we hear the sound of 
mar<‘bing feet : no worrl is spoken, only a stearly tramp, 
and every now and then the report of a sniper’K rifle. 
'I’he doctor tells mo that a aholo division, consisting 
<*f more than 15,0tM> men, have eoine to help us—- 
'J hanl^lirod ! 

27t-h : Much sound of firing from early inorning until 
about fi p.m. More houses in tho neighbourhood nrcj 
lalom by tlio miiitary. A naval gun is brought up 
from Kingstown on a cart, vdiich does great oxocution, 
and i.« brought ba<?k ami<l eheer.«f. Soldiers are poste<l 
on the roofs of the houses betwenm us anri tho biidge 
over the Canal (Mount Street iJridge)- They fin* 
eonlinually towards the railway bridgo, which is still 
a stronghold of the reljcls. Our food suprilies are 
becorninKshoili: tho milkman cannot roach us, nor yet the 
baker’s van, neither can we venture out to seek for h»ofl. 

28tb : >Still moro i-oldicrs come ! They halt Iwfijro 
n'liehing tho crosM-roail, a volley is fired, and in detOrch- 
iiients of 25 or so they take the crossing at. a run. Poor 
weary follows ! I anw thorn sit <lown in the ranks 
while waiting for Iheir turn, yet never a man foil out 
amongst all those 1 watched. Next come the ammunition 
wagons—tho finest sight of all as tho drivers each 
whipped up Ins pair of xtrong, shaggy^hoofed horses, 
and in one breathless riiomont they took the crossing 
At a gallop. 


Tl»e terrible noise of firing goes on nroiiiid u» «II 
dav mul far into tho night. 

A strange contrast: tho troops as they marched 
citywards mot with a varied reception : from the liotisos 
M liich had boon seized by tbo Sinn Foiuors a murderous 
fire from rifles and rovolvt'fs was poured upon them ; 
from others, not in tho direct firing line, sallied forth 
(mlics and their maids hearing trays witli cups of tea 
and plates of broad and jam to fcMtd the hungry men : 
it made quite a festive Hcone under the bright Bunshino 
which marked some of tho days of the tragic week. 

Tho fighting in this q\jarter was prolonged 
;ind desperate. The soldiers, hastily assembhxl 
and hurried across from England, often with 
\'ery inadequate equipiiioiit, and some of them 
with but little acquaintance with tho ser\’ieo 
rifle, behaved splendidly in a situation that 
would havo tried veterans to the utmost. 
Under persistent and W'ell-dirocted fire they 
advanced again and tigaiii, tuid towards evening, 
witli tho help of grenades, they succeeded in 
carrying Carisbrooko House and Clanwilliam 
House in succession. Much hard fighting was 
necessary before Mount Street Bridgo and 
(ianwilliam Place on tho opposite side were 
carried, and ultimately artillery had co be 
called in before tho whole of tho Ringsend area 
was cleared. Here, as elsewhere, tho doctors 











THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


439 


and nurses behaved with splendid bravery and 
devotion. Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital lies 
just at the back of Clanw'illiara Place, and close 
to Boland’s bakery, and therefore almost in the 
line of fire. People were shot in front of the 
hospital—in which 142 casualties were treated— 
the staff ventiwing out in the thickest fire to 
pick up and carry in the woundtKl. 

General Maxwell reported on this fighting, 
wliich, of course, took place before his arrival, 
tliat at the first onset the Adjutant, Captam 
Dietrichsen, and another oflicor were killed, 
and seven officers wounded, and when in the 
evening the vrhole column, with bombing 
jmrties, advanced in successive wav'es, four 
officers were killed and fomteen woimdcd, and 
216 of other ranks w'oro killed and wounded. 
He also makes special mention of civilian help 
rendered : “ In connexion with this fighting at 
-Mount Street Bridge, whore our heaviest 


casualties occurred, I should like to mention 
the gallant assistance given by a number of 
rnedical men, ladies, nurses, and women 
servants, who at great risk brought in ami 
tended to the woxmded, continuing their 
efforts even when deliberately fired at by tho 
rebels.” 

Tho other outljring position—^to the north— 
also made a hard fight, but tho casualties there 
were much slighter, the situation being a more 
open one, and tho assailants not brought 
under such close fire. Fairview lies some little 
distance up tho Great Northern Railway and 
in tho Clontarf district—famous for its battle 
on a Good Friday, nearly a thousand years 
before, when Brian Boru fought the Danish 
King of Dublin. The rebels at first occupied 
the railway bridge on tho Clontarf Road and tho 
adjacent embankment, but on Tuesday night 
they wore driven out, although it w'as not till 
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sornu four days lator that all anued rosist- 
aiice in tliis dangerous (Quarter was subdued. 
Although so ncivr Diiblin, this suburb was 
I)rantically cut off for the greater part of the 
week, and was in danger of starvation, till a 
relief train was made up in Belfast and arrived 
with welcome stipplies on Satiirday morning. 
Insid<' the City jjroper, things continued hope¬ 
less for the rebels. Armoured cars, loopholed 
for sharpshooters, were sim|)ly constructed out 
of engine l)oilers fitted on motor lorries, and in 
each of these a doz(ui men could bo convened 
from point to point, and were able to answer 
the snii)ers’ fire on more ctpial t()nnB. St. 
Sb'phen’s (Ireen, the holding of which was the 
most foolish undertaking of the ri'bels, was 
simply siurounded and held imtil troops w<!re 
available to di.si)oso of it. 'J'ho garrison 
attempted to dig thein.selves in by some very 
ineffoct,iv(( trench work, whilst the sokliers 
with machine guns at the upper windows/3f the 
Shelbourne Hotel kept them in very effective' 
check. There was much ornamental water in 
tliis beautiful little park, which was well 
sfcK'ked with waterfowl, and the keeper, who 
remained inside all the time, report( mI that hi.s 
charges were well looked after and fed by him, 
and were very little perturbed by the bullets 


flying over their hoods. Outside the Green, the 
(k)llege of Stirgeons was also occupied, and hero 
tho insurgents found themselves nuM'h better 
protected from bullet tint t han in the scpiare. 
Jat'ob’s biscuit factory and tho South Dublin 
Union also held out, but these positions were 
of no real strategic importance. North of tho 
river the Post Ofllce and tin' Four Courts, 
together with tho two buildings at. the foot of 
Sat'kx'ille Street Kelly’s Fort ” and Hopkins’s 
at the ojtposite corner—caused much trouble, 
although the latter wen' well coven'd from the 
south side of the river—from Trinity ('olleg(', 
Westmoreland St.ri'ct, and D’Olier Street. 
The guns also were being brought into play, 
and tho Post Oflico was shelled both from 
across tlu' river and from the hc'ad of Rackvilk' 
tStn'(>t. 

At this point tho fires began, and with tho 
a.s.“istauce of tlio report of Captain Purcell, 
Chief of tho Dublin Firo Hrigwle, w(> c-an 
trace pretty accurately their origin and their 
spread. As early as Monday night there were 
two alarms in Sackvillo Street—both .shoo 
shops that had been looted and set on firo 
by the mob. Those fires were easily extin¬ 
guished, but w’ore followed by a third outbreak 
in Farl Street, just off Siu-kvillc Strc'ct. On 



AFTER I’HE REBELLION. 
The ruins in Sackville Street. 
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AFTER THE REBELLION. 

Smokin)i ruins on (he side of the Liffey. 
Smaller picture: Ruins of a rebel stronghold on 
the south bank of the Liffey. 

Tiifsilay nfti'iniuii) n serious fire l>roke out in 
Lawroiice’s wt'll-kiiown |)liotof'nii)li, slatioiii-ry 
and toy sliop, and oti Wednesday at noon this 
was followed by one in a slio|) in Henry Street, 
at the Imek of the I’ost Ollieo, wliicJi was also 
being looted. In all the.se eases there was no 
.suggo.stion of .shell lire, and the damage eon 
only have arisen from the earelessne.s.s or the 
malice of the looters. 'J’lie fir»> brigade' easily 
extinguished these fires or ke|it fht'in under 
control, although two persons were shot 
while standing beside the engine at the corner 
of Henry iStroet, t}u.s being the beginning of 
an experieneo which ultimatt'ly drov*' the 
fire brigatio off the strot'ts and left iStuikville 
Strf'ot and tltc neigliboiirhood to its fate. 
Early on Thursday luoming tiu're was a bad 
fir<' in Harcourt Street, near St. Steithen’s 
CJreon, and on the brigade making an otdry 
they foun<l a dead insurgent with a rifle, a bag 
of amniunition, and two revolvers. 

Wo now come to flie great fire, whieli was not 
extinguished till some millions’ worth of pro¬ 
perty was destroyerl—a conflagration which, if 
there had been a high wuid, might have cou- 


suiiK'd half the city. 'I’he I’ost Office was at this 
tiiiu' being shelled, and it is, of course, ))ossihle 
that the fire ma_v have arisen in this way from a 
stray shot. but tlw're « as no e\'id<'nce eit Ikt way. 
f)n the one hand. thor<' wore many <’n.scs during 
the week of buildings f|pstroy<'<l by shell fire 
without further <’onse(|u<>noes ; and on the 
other, then' were many fires directly cairsed by 
looters. A\'hat iidonsified the evil was that 
owing to the fire of the snipers the fire brigarle 
was from this time on unable to pay proper 
attention to the outbreaks as they occurred. 
The great fire bi'gan in Abbey Street at the 
Sockville 'Street end. Here there had been a 
barrioade erected by the rebels on the same 
model as half a dozen others, quite as useless, 
in other parts of the city. It was eompo.sed of 
old f umitiu'c, bicycles, and bales of paper, and is 
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itiontionod here only a.s it wos the means of 
conveying the lire across Ahhoy Street, ami thus 
more than doubling its area. I'he reserL’o 
printing ofliee of the Irinh Times was the 
scene of the outbreak, the office being imoceupiod 
at the time. Tlie fire was obwrL'cd from the 
('cntral Station shortly aft(<r noon, and Captain 
Purcell reported, “as the area was the scene of 
terrible rifle firing at the tune, I did not allow 
the brigfwle to attend.” The fire brigade chief 
speaks of his “ anguish of mind ” at seeing 
liimself powerless in face of such a conflagration, 
and later on, when the sniping had somewliat 
slackened, he and liis men made an effort to 
reach it in the Marlborough Street direction. 


Hero he met with some success, but owhig to 
the sniping that was going on he was unable to 
do all he hoped. Ulthnately, he said, “ some 
of my men’s lives were threatened by Sinn 
Foiners, who told them that if they did not 
clear off they woulil shoot them. 'V\’e hod to 
retire. That w'as at 9 a.m. on Saturday.” 

By this time what may bo cJilled the 
“ regular ” insurgents had made up their 
minds to surrender, and they cannot, be held 
nwponsible for this reekless encouragement of 
incendiarism worthy of the Paris Commun*'. 
The “ snipers ” wore probably from the first 
more or Itwis irre.sponsible agents, and as affairs 
approached the crisis they seem to have given 
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themselves over entirely to their mtwl lust 
for the destruction of life and property. Cap¬ 
tain Purcell resumed his story thus: “At 
3.40 p.m. on Saturday the fWimanding Officer 
of the troops in Dublin seait mo a special d's- 
patch to say that (hoy had the loaders of the 
rebels in their custody: that they would now 
<'«!ase military ()j>orntions : that matters in the 
city w(!ro getting normal and that I might 
now make an effort to stojj the fires in Sackvillo 
Street and Abbey Stn'ct. I immwliatcly 
t iu-ned out the whole force of the brigade. . . . 
Wo wen) making t)xcellent progress towards 
stopping the fire on both sides of Abbey Strct't 
when the bullets begun to fly amongst us. I 
had two men up on tiro escapes and bidlets 
struck their Itwldcrs. Our engines w<'rc shot 
at front the «lire<‘tion of Wcstnion'land Stret't 
and Aston’s Quay. Bullets hit the engines, 
going through the mudguards and through the 
tiros. [ abandoned tho engines and hose on 
the streets and rushed tho men in batches 
in motor ambulances home to their stations. 
'I’lion we sa«' the tires ripping away in 
<'very <lire<'tion from tlio west along 
• Vbbey Street and along Henry Street. ' 
('aptniu Purcell , estimated the approximate 
\alue of buildings anti stock destroyed at 
£2,r)(M).()()(), the number of buildings iiu'olved 
bi'ing o\ el' 2fl(>. 

In order to preserve the continuity of the 
story of the eontlagration we have brought (hat 


part of the narrative down to Saturday. It is 
now necessary to go back for some days in 
order to recount the course of the jfbellion in 
the interval. The Government in London, 
which at the outset, owing perhaijs to defectiv e 
information arising from the closing of regular 
communications with Dublin, hatl shown some 
inclination to minimize the dang()r in Ireland, 
grew more and more alarmed as news of the 
real extent of the insurrection began to arrive in 
JOugland. On Tuesday little or nothing was 
known at Westminster: on Wednesday the 
Prime Minister admitted that Martial ].,a\v ha<l 
had to be proclaimed in Dublin and added that 
drastic action was being taken there ; but he 
assured the House that “ outside Dublin the 
country is tranquil ; only three minor cases of 
disturbance being reported.” On ri'ceipt of 
further news, howv'ver, a (’abinet Coiuicil w’as 
called, at which it was deeidvxl at once to 
t)roclaim Martial Law over the whole of Ireland, 
and to send ovi>r General Sir .lohn Maxwell as 
('ommand('r-in-Ghief with jilenary jiowers to 
enforce it. 'riiis was announced to the House of 
Commons on the following day' by the Prime 
MinistiT, who added that there wc*re “indica¬ 
tions of the' spn'ad of th<' movement, especially 
in tho West.” Large additional reinforcements, 
it was also annouiu'cd, lawl arrived from 
England and were in hand for disposal as 
ro((uired. General Maxwi'll started at onc<‘, and 
reached Dublin early on tho following morning 
(,-\j)ril 28), wlu'ii ho imiuetliately issueil a 



IN A DUBLIN STREET. 

Workmen pulling down buildings which were a danger to pedestrians. 
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proclamation, of which the following were the 
operative • clauses : 

“ Most vig«)rous measure* will be taken by me 
to stop the loss of life and damage' to property 
which ce^rtain misguided perseens aree eeaufflng by 
their armed resistance to the> law. If necessary 
1 shall not hesitate to destreey all buildings 
w’itliin any area occupied by re'bels and I warn 
all perseens within the area specifited below, and 
ne)w seirre)undeel by His Maje'sty’s troops, 
forthwith tee le'ave such areas uneh'r tlie follow ing 
conditieens : 

" (a) Women anel e'hilelren may le'ave' the' are'ii 


by any of the examining posts set np for the 
purpeisc ai»d will be edleeweed to go away fre«. 

“ {b) Men mevy leu»ve by the same examining 
pe)Kts and will be allowed te) go away frtx', 
))re>vided thee examining e>flice'r is .satisfied theey 
have take'll no part w'hate'ver in the present 
disturbances. 

“ (e') All otheer men who pre'seent. the'mselves 
at the saiil e'xamining posts must surrender 
iiueonditieinally, togethi'r with any arms and 
ammunit ion in their jieissession. ’ 

Naturally a soldie'C of the cxpeTiemce' of Sir 
.Je)hn Maxwell did neit a.ssiuae seie-h a eommand 







without thee fulle'st assurane-e's regarding liis 
positieai anel peiwe'rs. In a e'emntry whe-re', be'fore 
the- rising, autheirity was aluieest nein-i'xisfi'nt, 
anel where- thi'i'e' was still a N'ie-eTeey arnie'el in 
Ihe'ory witJi all the- jioweTs of the- Creiwn but in 
praelie-e re'due-e'ei tee the' posit ieai eef an automaton 
e-harge'd with re'giste'l'ing the- ele-iTet's of eetlu'l's, 
it was iie'i'e'ssary, above- all, that seane' one' mem 
shoulel be' entruste'el with e-oiiiple'te- eiiid un- 
ellviele-d authority. The- instna-tioiis give-ii to 
Sir.leihu by the- .Army ('oune;il as rc-pri'se-nting 11 is 
Maje-sty's t Jeive-riiim-nt we-ri- in tla-.se- te-nus : 

'■ Mis Maje-sty’s (.le>ve-rmue-nt elesin- theit. 
Sir .lohu Maxwe-ll will lake-’all such mi-asiire-s 
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. PART OF THE FOUR COURTS, DUBLIN. 

■ Showing windows with barricade of hooka. Smaller picture: The mock judgment aeat erected by the rebels. 
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IRISH REBELS IN A DETENTION CAMP IN IRELAND. 


n.s may. in liis opinion, bo nooo.sKary for tho Iriah (/Oimnandor-in-Chiof and his oflficors, 

j>rompt nuii|)roKHion of llio insuiToctioii in Urifftidior-fJoiu'nil l.ow«‘, Colonol Konnard and 

Iroland, and be jiianlod a. froo band in rofjard Major H. K. Stanorvillo, ha<l .sinco tho bo- 

to all troops now in Indaml or which may bc' ginninj; of tho outbreak a<‘tod with prompti- 

jilaoial luidor his oommand lioroaftor. and also ttido and dt'oision, and that their sj’stein of 

ill regard t.o sneh iiaaisiires as may seem to him eordons was the projior course to adopt and 

iwlvisable under thi' (Royal) proelamation dated was most effective in limiting and qrudling the 

.■\))ril 2ti issued under th« Ih'fenc-e of the Ri-ahn robellioii in Dublin as well as jireventing its 

.\et (l!)l.''>).” spri'ad to the country distriets immediately 

it is charaeteristic of the confusion of ])owers iMljoining the capital. And the Royal Conimis- 

aiul th<' dinibts regarding the law in Ireland, sion of En<|uiry in its report expressly C-voneraterl 

that even after all these Royal, Viceregal and tlu^ military' a,uthorities from “any r<»s[)onsi- 

military jiroclamations, it was thought neci'ssary l.ility for the rebellion or its results.” “ As long 

two days lati r (Aja-il 2i>) to issui' a further as Ireland w'as under civil government,” they 

\'iceregul proclamation in the siuuo terms as added, “those? authoritiei^had nothing to do 

that of April 2fi, with the dilT('ren(?e that' for the with tho suppression of sedition. Their duties 

word “Dublin” in the first the words*“that wore confined to securing efficiency' in their 

jiart of the Ilnitc’d Kingdom called Ireland” own ranks and to the promotion of recruiting, 

w ere substil tited in the second. This new' pro- and they could only aid in the suppn'ssion of 

clamation. like the last, w'as limiled to one disorder w'hcn iluly called on by the civil power, 

month, although no such limitation was con- . . . The general danger of the situation was 

tained in tho Royal proclamation of April 2(> clearly jiointed out to tin? Irisli (lovernxnenti by 

or in the jilenary pow<‘rs conferred on Sir ifohu tho mililiiry authorities on their own initiative 

Maxwell as (’ommaiuk‘r-in-('hief in Ireland on in February last, but the warning tell on xui- 

Ajiril 27. lu'eding ears.” The necessity for Sir Jolin 

It is only fair to say here that, so for as the Maxwell's appointment, therefore, arose fryiin 

limited forces at their command permitted, the a combination of circumstances. There was 

103-3 
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•MAJOR” MAGBRIDR (>) UNDER 
ESCORT. 

virtually no povorninont in Ireland. The 
nibellion, althonRh well in hand in Dublin. 
8h(^v^ed sijinK of spreading in certain country 
districts ; the Army, the Navy, and the Hoyal 
Irish Constabulary were all engnpc<l in the task 
of suppression, and all, as the Conuni.ssion 
reported, took their ordca's from different 
authorities. .And in addition tn these military 
eonsiderations Sir .lohii .Maxwell had to lake 
over a great many of the duties of the ci\il 
admini.stration of tlie r'ountry as well. It was 
e.ssential. theriTore, that an ollicer who had 
held similar highly r('S|)ousible positions- as 
he had done in South .Afri<-a and in Egypt 
should Ik> in supreme command in Ireland. 'J'he 
choice was an admirable one. and not only in 
Dublin but throughout tht! country Sir .lohn’s 
influence at once Ix'gan to mak<? it.self felt. 

It is necessary ^er<! to (>ay some attention 
to the slal.e of affairs in the country since the 
lanrling of Casement and tbe first outbreak 
in Dublin a situation which shook the tlovern- 
ment out of its eomplaeeney and led to the 
appointment of General Maxwell as Military 
Dictator. .As we have sixai, I’eurse, the 
Conunanderin-Chief and IVesidetd, of the 
Provisional Government, in the course of the 
valedictory proclamation iti which he referred 
to MacNeifl’s “fatal <'ounlermanding order," 
sai<l : 

I um .sutisfit'fl diut we stuMild taive aeeernpli;,he(j 
inore, flint we nhoiilij have neeotnplishorl ftie tu-sk of 


enfliroiiifix as well as proelainiing fhe Irish Republic 
ns n yoveroioii Stafe luul fair arrangements for a simul* 
tniusnis rising of the whole eoxintry, with a eoinhiiiecl 
plan as Hound as the Ituhlin plan hns proved to be, 
been ullownd to go through on I'hisler Sunday. 

So far as the soundness of the Dublin plan is 
eoncemed the preceding narratlx-e speaks for 
itself. It is related of a previous consjhrator 
that, when lu' htvd laid all his plans, had called 
on hi.s followers to rally to him, and had bctui 
jiromptly arrt'sted, he dt'clared bitterly : " I 

always said thepoliiu! wt'rt* thi' eur.se of Ireland !" 
Similarly, no doubt, the plans of the I’rovisional 
Governnu'iil of the Irish Itepublic. in decreeing 
the overthrow by force of arms of th<' Jlritish 
Government in Ireland, were “ sound 
except in so far as they lu'gleettsl to ttd<e iitto 
consid<>ration tin' existiuiee of the Itritish 
Eni|)ire, and of its armed forces on .sea and 
land. The “ fatal eountermanding order ” 
no doubt gu\»> a gooil many young men an 
opportunity of taking ailviuitage of second 
thoughts and of .staying at home in peace and 
quietness instead of losing life or liberty 
in the national [lursuit of " rainbow-clmsing." 
Hut if every battalion of the Irish Volunteers 
had followed the original onlers and'hail pa railed 
on Easter Suialay w ith " full' arms and eqiii^- 



A PRISONER 

On his way to Dublin Castle. 
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njent and onf day’s, rations,” thoy would not 
have averted tlioy would scarcely even liavo 
dolayc'd—the inovit.at)le rt'sult. In the first 
jilace, oven when allowance is made for what 
Mr. Birroll (tailed “ the hatred and distrust of 
the British counc'xion always iioticeahio in 
all classets and in all places,” ih(' country, 
jtrosperoiis and thriving hoyoiid all ancient 
or modern exp(>ri('nc(', was in no mood for a 
risinji. Even if the Aud’s car(<o of arms had 
been landed on (iood Eriday the people of (flan', 
Kerry, and Cork showed that they had as little 
heart to make use of them at the bidding of a 
few unknown speechmakttrs as hml tlie citizens 
of Dublin to rally to the su])port of a gretni 
flag on tiu' I’ost Ofliee. And even for th s 
landing of arms the non-existene(t of the British 
tlf'i't had to lat presnpposeil. 'J'he police 
alone, if left to thenis('lv(!s instead of having 
their hands tied and their eyes handagiMl by 
an inconijH'tenl Irish ('xeentive, would long 
hefore have nainded uj> th(' )>eripat(die “ orga¬ 
nizers ” and would have put an end even to 
the thought of an armed insurnx'ticai in the 
country' districts, where the \arious ‘‘risings” 
ha<l only to be surnaaided by superior force 
and isolated on the Dublin plan to wither 



A PRISONER SINN FEINER 

On his way to headquarters. 



ARREST OF AN ARMED MAN IN SACK- 
VILLE STREET. 

away from their own essential w'eakness and 
absurdity. 

Here is an account by an eye-witiBcss of Hub 
working of the ‘‘ plan ” in a Nortla'rn county 
(which claimed to ha\‘e boeti particularly 
well organized by i’rofessor MiwXeill and his 
friends), before the news of the “ fatal counter- 
iiauiding order ” had been r(!Ceiv('d : 

'I’liirt district wiks llic scene of intent' t'xcilf’inont on 
Silt unlay evening ami Sunday in cunsefju* nct' tif (he 
le.lvent of Itu' ■ hodies of Sinn .Keiners from and 

otlier centre.s. A numlxT t»f them hon'arms. At 
on Saturday afternoon tin* first party of l>ul)lin repre- 
Hcntatives arrived l.>y the ertlinary train and marched 

1(1 .W'liere they were met liy the local lemler.s. Th<^ 

firt^t contingent, arriveil at 7 p.m., acc»>inpanicd hy pipers. 

and imirclied to-. A further large contingent 

arrived hy the midnight imiil train, mid having paradetl 
in the market sfpiare they, tot), mnrehod tt) 

Jhiring (he night signalling operation.s and fit Itl move 
inonts wt're earrit‘d out round -, and on Sniuhiy 
further eontingents conlinuod to arrive. ... A private 
eonferenee was held at noon, ami at 1. In p.m. a mott>r-ear 
arrived from J)uhliu. 'J'lie message which its oecupants 
etinveyod appeared to Imvo « vt'ry <loi)ressing elTt'et on 
the ctinferenets which immediately broke up. It hat! 
h<*cn intended to (*ainp out during the night and to 
mareh to - ♦ a stronghold t>f the movement, at duy- 

lm*ak on Monday. On the receipt of llie news from 
Duhlin. however, the eontingents were paraded and 
mareht'tl to , a tlistatiet* of ahoiit eight miles Here 
tliev met with a very eool reception from the other 
hranehe.s f)f the Nationalist movement, and one of the 
Sinn Veiners fired nwolver shots. He was promptly 














GERMAN WAR ‘ NEWS" IN NO-MAN'S LAND THE IRISH ANSWER THE ENEMY TAUNTS. 

Soon liter tlie trouble in Ireliid, the Gemia) in the trenchei oppoiite the Royil Mnniter Fniilieti pat op onlheir 
peripet two plieirdi-one referrlnj to Irelind (reprodoeed on left), end the other to the Ml of lot-el-ABiM, Mitini 
that it the litter plice the whole of the Endliih Arap hid been tihen priwneri. The Mowteti intwered the eneay 
tionti by chirdini the Gcrau trenchei end leiiind the obooiioui plicirdi, which they bore hick in trinaph. 
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niWHted, and o seiimis anrimmupo was narrowly averted. 
The Rinn Foiiiers proeeeded to the station, leaving the 
delin()uent in the hands of the police. 

Utiro, also, as in tho case eif llio Killnmey 
meeting, of which Sir Morgan O'CVinnoll gave 
eiviclence bt'fore the Royal ('eiinmission, the 
abortive “ rising" npiienrs to have been im- 
portotl by excursion train from the big towns 
and to have soenrod little if any gtsinine local 
support. Of risings that actually took plac-i' 
and lasted for a few days until news arrived of 
the collapse in Dubl'n there were three or four 
worth mention two of them, like liberty 
Hall, coining to a premature end owing to the 
imex])ect('d and paralysing npiw'araufa^ of a 
.small unit of the Hritish fleet. Oalway 
County ajipears to have been tir.st in the field. 
'I'liere is from of old a “ bhwk belt ” in Calvvay, 
W(>ll known to the police. '* If you were to 
lei off a gun in a crowd in ■ a neighbouring 
resident once iTyptically remarked to the 
|)resenl writer, “yon wouldn't mi.ss hittin' the 
rigid man." Jlewevi'r this may he, there was 
a rising in I he district on the night of Raster 
Miyiday. On 'I’liesday the towns of l^ranghwell 
and Athi'iiry were seized and the police barracks 
siirromided. 'J'he railway line's by which 
relii-f might have come from l.imerick or from 
•Athlone wore cut, and one contingent jiro- 
cei'ditig diu' we.st captured Oranmore, and 
mari'hed to the oci-ujiation of the City of 
(iaiway four miles distant. No doubt the 
pos.session of the capital of (,'onnaught with 
its line harbour anil stores would have been a 
great iwhievement for tlie I’rovisional tlovern- 
ment. anrl would have provided an open iloor 
for the fleet of Cermany—their “ gallant allj'.” 
Rut here, again, no allowanci' had been made for 
the presi'iice of the Rritish fleet. As has been 
told already, the Admiralty had reeeivtid early 
news of the sailing of (^a.sement and of the 
And, and, in consequence, the coast jiatrol 
was more alert than I'ver. Flushed with their 
ea.sy victories inland, the insurgents were 
ad\'aneing on (Inlway by llu' road which here 
skirts the shores of (lalwny Ray wlien they 
unexpectedly came under the fire of the guns 
of a destroyer w hii'h had come round from 
the harbour as soon ns the alatm had been re¬ 
ceived by the authorities there. This was no 
jiart of the “sound plan,” and the insurgents 
promptly broke and fled in the utmost confushai. 

Galway itself, it was declared, was quite 
prepared to deal with the invaders, 'rhere was 
a strongly built military barracks there, well 
placed to control the apjiroach to the town 


both by road and rail The police were also 
armed and ready, and to crown all, the citizens, 
, including the Redmond Volunteers, doclaretl 
their loyalty and made preparations to deal 
with all disturbers Not only did (lalway 
protect itself, it promptly organized a move¬ 
ment of pursuit. 'I'he police, under the leader¬ 
ship of their County rn.spector.rea<.-hed Oranmore 
in time to release the constable.s who had been 
detained in their barracks, and to hasten the 
flight of the rebels along the Atbenry road. 
Kven in Atbenry, twelve miles off, tlie Sinn 
Feiners did not feel themselves sate from the 



TAKEN PRISONER BY THE REBELS. 

A soldier who was rescued from the ruins of the 
Coliseum Theatre. He was taken by the rebels 
on the outbreak of the Rebellion, and held durinft 
the week in the Post Office. 

guns. After an attempt to hold the model 
■farm established by the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment for the nnprovemi'nt of the district, they 
continued their retreat and ultimately took 
tip their quarters, some 1,200 strong, at Mo,> <)de 
Castle, between Craughwi'll and Atbenry. Here 
they held out for a couple of ihiys, ••omnumdecr- 
ing supplies from the ncighboerhood. Getting 
no encouraging news from Dublin utid fintling 
few adherents locally, they ultimately dispersed, 
their discomfiture being emphasized by the 
arrival at Loughrea and At henry of small** 
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bodies of inilit-ary who had been landed at 
Galway or dispatchinJ by motor-ears from 
Limerick. Tlio poUcic were busy for some time 
afterwards in making ^arrests of prominent 
leaders, some being well-placed people in Galway 
City—the others Ixung of the usual <*onuu'-hoy 
conspirator criass, who had matlc th«i district- 


a by-word for two generations. This little 
episode—which is reminiHCont rather of the 
fighting days in Texas than of a town wdihin 
twelve hours of London—attrafjtod little atten¬ 
tion even in Dublin, where the newspapers 
w*?re overfilknl with descriptions of the ruin 
at their tJooi*8. The only first-hand account 
t'liat appeared w’os that sent by a sptM?iai 
corresj)ondent of T/te. Timest of which the 
following the leading jmssages : 

'Pho of Atlu'iiry, stoi'm-i'ontro of many a 

<listurlmn<‘e in iho old tlays of tnriMiJoneo. wlioro llio 
Fonian “ InvincibU's" fouiul their last foothold, wa** 
Ixaind to play a part in tlie drmna of llio last ten days; 
ln»l 1 Jittlf' sospiM'lod how strariK** tIuU juirt luul lu^en. 
itandllK in a disus(‘d <'astle, hi^jhway robbery, a race 
for life ht'tM'oen cyelists and motorists, ami a hunt for 
outlaws ainoiip: the mountains- • Ilu'se are (lie leading 
chapters j)f a story whieh. if 1 hmJ not received it from 
an miimpea<’ha.ble sonr<-e. i should have dismi-'si'd as 
iiKTedible. 

'I'he Sinn Keiners spent lousier Monday making'hoinh-. 
bate* on 'I'uesilay ni^ht (hey mnsteretl. about- I.OOtt 
strong. ont'-id<‘ lla* 'I’own Hall, arims.l Mith rifli-s, shot- 
vuii’-', jiikes, rakes, and tonr*pron^^«‘(1 pitehforks, or 
“ graip.s,” as lhi*y are called in tlicsi* parts. Only the 
*' otliccrs ” wtTi* III nnit'oriM. At tln'ir licad was a 
“ (’aptnin’* Mcliowes. who was ilcporlinl to Kn^laiul a 
month ago as an organi/er of sislition. hut s<»mi-how 
<*sciipcd. It is said that la' returncil to tlu' dittriet 
ilrcssed as a piiest. 



ON THE ROOF OF THE REBEL HEADQUARTERS. 

' Men of the Citizen Army drilling on the roof of Liberty Hall, Dublin. Smaller picture: On guard. 
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IRISH PRISONERS ARRIVING. AT KNUTSFORD, CHESHIRE. 


From tlic 'r«)\vii Hall Mh* rcln*l't man lwd to lui o\'|H*ri* 
rn<*ntal fuim of almin aorcs. not far Irorn AHa'tiry, 
carriotl on l»y i1h‘ 1 N’partiiH’iit of Anrit'ulluri*. licit* 
I lic\ passtMl iIh' nielli : uiai wIhmi ()H*y left Ihc ih'M 
altcriioon they took with them horses uml «arts UmIcii 
witli all the hiitler, (lour, and otluT foodstiitTs the\’ erathi 
liial, four tons of outs, a (|uiin(ity of hrati, atal a few 
slax'p. W'ltlaail st'rious opposition from the handful 
of police in the distn<*l they marched (t> Moyode (’usth*. 
three tn* lour milc'- •Honlh-(‘as( of tin* \ illa^^e, and took 
possoKsiou theie. 'I'Ih' cast h'. which .starals in a jairk of 
alumt l.tttKl acres, is a picturcMpie hut rather modern 
reproihiction of a lint I h’lnented ere<'per*eJad 'J'mlor 
rcsithaice. It was owned hy l^ord Ardilaim, who ilit'd 
last ^'car, hut ft>r at lea'^t IIh years it has heoii uma'cupitHl 
except l)\ caretakers. From (la‘m 1 heard that the imm 
ut're under <>\cellcnt ctmlrol. 'I’hf'y killed a score of 
lowls anti litlcretl sevt'ral naans with hay anti ruhhish. 
hut otht*rwise ditl litllt* damage. y\ jirit'st, saitl tti he 
known as Falh<*r Feeney, aeeompanictl ami etaifesseti 
them. Ftair pt'heemt‘n whom they hrounht with tliern 
as jirisont*rs were shut in t» room ovt‘i h»okin^; (In' court- 
yartl. Sixteen or sevenfetm ijirls aet'ompanied tin* men, 
ctioked (ht*ir foiai inehKiin;> the carcass of a hnllt>ek 
seizt'tl from 4.0 east it‘ t‘stat('s ami siaii^litt'n^cl in Hie 
yarti and .slept in Ha* earelaki'r’s rt)oin>. 

On their arrival at the t'aslle the rehths sent out 
st'outin^ parties ami plaetnl stnilrit's at the approaeht'.s 
lt> lint ptirk. From time to time tlu' set)iits eturie in 
t(.i rt*pt)ii ami rtM*eive ortlers. Fora^iiny parlit‘s roumli.'il 
lip a doztNi mih'li t'ow's from nei^iihoiuin^ farms ; 
others took potatoes from the Helds : titia.'rs Hetmreil 
the roiuls for travellers. Four iriolor-ears wt*re eoni- 
mumlei'nid, ami travelleirs wt're eoinp«*llt*d at the ptiint 
of the gun to hand over anything which (he rebels 
eovotod. On Tuesday half a dozen poliee eyelisfs came 
under the fire of Hie pickets near the park. 'I'hey dis- 
moiinti'd, took <‘over. and returned the lire. A few 
inoiiients later lhe\ saw l!ir<*e motor-ears (’oming ilnwti 
tlie drive. Mminting tlielr hieyeles, they rode for their 
lives tow'ards Atheiiry. Fvc'ry few yanls of the way 
were pateh<*s of uimdled *’iiietal.” and a spill meant 
eaptiiro, alive oi dead. 'I'he oi'eupnnt.*** of the pursuing 
cars tired continually at tin' fle«‘ing eyeUsls, btit tlieir 
shots went wide, L^or tiie gix'ali'r part of the thriw 
miles into the town the road was slighlly clown-hill. 


.Aiiied hy (he gradient, and goaded hy Hie ])etil hehind, 
I In* poliet'inen rode as Hiey had never ridden before. 
How th<‘y managed to dodge Hie jagged (lints ami to 
swing rouinl Hh' corners w’ithout accident they cannot 
tell. All they know is Hiat, Hianks to a start of half 
a mile or so ami a larg(‘ shar(‘ of good luck. Hiev nuiched 
•Athenry in safety only just in lime, and the rebels 
turned Viaek ('inpty-liajiih*d. 

On Friday evening a strong force' of the Sherwood 
Fon’sfers ami sev(*ral Inmdred p<jIi<‘enH*n arrivcwl in 
l.iOUghrea, .sonu' .-ix miles from Moyixle Oa.sll'. 'I’he 
iH’Ws of thi'ir coming was eo ixeye l to the cattle, it is 
said, hy a jiriest. 'rhat evening Hh' rebels punwled in 
front of the cintle ami mar<*hed off. A six miles’ 
joiiniey brought, (hem to aiioth<*r deserted mansion, 
Time Park, owmed hy a niemher of Hie Fersso family. 
'rh<‘re thi'y ludted ami def*ided to dishnnd. iJy this 
time descilions had redm'<*d their nuinhers to iiboiit 
half Hvir original strength. Hroakiiig up into small 
parties, (hoy trainpeil off homewards, hoping to eseapo 
the penalty of tlieir foolhardiiiesM. 'rinnr holies wore 
falsilied. To a man they wore known to th‘' police, 
and with Hie rc'inforeemerd.s the* latter wore able to 
roiiinl (hcmi up one by one. 'I'heir leailors made off to 
the moiiuluins of (lort, a spur of the .Slieve Aughty 
heights w'hleh runs down to (lalwny Hay about Kinvaia. 

Thn otht'r oeeasion itjxm which, to tlie diw- 
coinfittirc of the rebels, the Ih’itish Nttvy put 
in tin imexpt‘ete(l nppeftrance \v>is at Skerries, 
on the coast, somt' fifteen inilt's north of Dublin, 
a favotirite watcring-phwM' and. since nuit'ntly, 
an Admiralty Martuini station. Skerrit's is in 
North Dublin (Vainty, the constifut^ney repre¬ 
sented hy Mr. .lohn (Maney, a well known 
Nationalist of Mr. Joiin Uedinond's following:, 
vvhti had bet'n tioinp: exet^lenf- service in 
the <‘anse of r(‘oruiting since th<' outbreak 
of tlie war. But alUunigh the good folk 
of Skerries were' as loyal and poacoable as 
could be desired, there was a “ bad ” di Irict 
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lying to the south of it and on the direct 
Dublin road. Swords, Lusk and Doiiabate 
were Sinn Fein centres, and here the rising 
took place on Easter Monday according to 
programme. At Donabate an attempt was 
made to blow xip the railway bridge, but only 
a few rails wen* displaced—the “explosives 
department “ of the army of the Provisional 
Oovemment being, here as elsewhere, sadly at 
fault. Aft(*r this exploit tlits rebels adopted a 
W'aiting attitude for a time, exjwcting im doubt 
news and further directions from Dublin, when-. 


as already stated, the railwjiy was also inter¬ 
rupted in the Fail-view district. M(-anwhile a 
somewhat amusing contretemps hod occurred 
at Swords, where Mr. Clancy and some friends 
from Dublin were due to address on Easti-r 
Monday a recruiting meeting, or rather a 
“ war demonstration,” as it was called, f( r 
Skerries had done so well in the war one 
hundred recruits from one little fishing village— 
that all that was left to do was to cheer up the 
mothers and wives and sw<-ethearta left at 
home. So Skerries was en fete and all the local 



celebrities, (iiv-il and military, were out in th<-ir 
best to welcome the M.l’. and the gentlemen 
from Dublin, and to take part in the presenta¬ 
tion of certificates of honour to the represi-nta- 
tives of the brave men who were fighting the 
Empire’s bnttl<! in France, 'the m»-eting w-as 
tfiere and fhe platform and flie excif<-d crowd, 
but instead of the (-lotpient spi-akers then* only 
arrived a. .Tob’s nicsi-enger with the n«-ws that 
the country was up, the railway cut, the rebels 
in jiossession of Donabati-Station, and the train 
bi-aring Mr. Clam-y and t lu- speakers h(-ld i p 


AFTER THE REBELLION. 

Rifles captured from the rebels. Smaller picture: One of the cartridge cases supplied by Germany to the 

rebels which was found in the Four Courts. 
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AITHK THE KKUKI.LION. 

I’lkcs captured from the rebels. Smaller picture : 
(>nc of the dum-dum bullets supplied by (ierniany 
to the rebels. 

SI III [IIhti- on I lie u iiy. I ( is sot isfactors' to athi 
Hail no ono «as inncll llio worse: a loeal K.('. 
a.nil some retired Army odieers ste|i|>e(l into the 
hreaeh ; the meeting; was held, tile speeelies 
made and the cert ilieati's ot' lionoiir duly |ir(‘- 
sented to the deserviiijr. 

.Nex.1 day. however, thint's lookt'd more 
ala.nnini'. for e.onmmiiieations were hroken liotli 
to the north anil to t he sonlh, and of newspapers 
and lettjg’s there were none. Heports, tirowinji 
Its they spread, were to lh(> elfeet that the rebels 
were in possession of Dnhlin and were marehin^ 
in forw' on Skerries to ea))tnre the town and, 
above all, the Marconi station. Seviai soldiers 
and a few police were all tJie armed forces that 
eoidd he innstered, for most, of the abl(“-bodieil 
men wore at the front, but Skerries did its dut^■. 
Vhihinteers were organized and given their 
rtations by Cajitain liattersby. wonmk'd ami 
back from the front : Sergeant Ibirke, of the 
Royal Irish (’onstabulary, held the barracks 
and saw that his men had their carbines and 
sword-bayonets in oriler : the Marconi station 
wits garrisoned. Dr. Healy' and some local 
ladies fitted un tho rarru'cie lilirarv ns an 





emergi’ncy fled Ooss hospital. Tlie motto ot 
Skerries was “ No Surrender ” ! Hut just as 
tho tension was at its greatest the watchers on 
the hill saw a streak of smoke on t he horizon, 
and soon they could make' out the white ensign, 
the funnels, and the deck, crowded with troojis. 
of a destroyer tearing along at full speed to th<' 
rescue. Only a bit of hunting an<l one little 
vessel, hardly honoureil with a name in the 
Navy Idst, yet it signilied the far-rc'a.ching 
might of a great Rmpin> and reduced into 
ludicrous insimiificanoe all the boasted power 
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TAKEN FROM THE SINN FEINERS. 
Collection pf trophies which includes Oerinan 
belts, cartridges, and trenching tools. 


ivnil pliinfi of tho Provisional Covcrniiu-iil. 
licfore. tho engint's had «oll stof)|>fd, tho Ixxits 
were being niiinned and lowered, and iti half 
an liour two hundretl men of the North StalTord- 
sliires liiid rendered the signal station secure. 
Meanwhile two gunboats had made their 
appearance and ke))t watch over Skerries and 
the coast road from Donabatt'. 'Die Sinn 
Keiners thought discretion the better part aiul 
did not ^•enture to approach. 

'Die rising in tlu' district north of Dublin 
was. how'cver, one of the most serious and wiile- 
spread that- took place. At Castle Jlellingliam, 
in Omnty Lmith, between Drogheda and Dun- 
fialk. a jjarty of armed Sinn Feiners arrived in 
motor-cars and took possession of the village 
at aliout seven o’idock on Faster Monday- 
evening. 'Diere were only thri'C constables in 
the place and they were promptly seized. This 
was on the main roarl between Helfast and Dub¬ 
lin, ami several motor-cars, with |ieaeeful citi¬ 
zens returning north after attending the races at 
Fairyhouse, were stojiped and con(iscats>d, the 
oc<-upants in most cases being permitted to 
continue their journey on foot. One, however, 
who hajifiened to fwi in uniform. Lieutenant 
Dunville, was placed against the railings and 
shot- the wound, although serious, happily not 
jiroving fatal. One of the jioliccmen, however. 
Constable McGee, a Donegal man, was not. so 
fort unate, ns he was shot dead. For some reason 
the rebels hei’c seem to have }>ei‘n flurried, and 
they did not stay to complete their work. 'J'he 
murderers in this case were identified and dealt 
with by court-martial after the rising had bis-n 


quelled. There was not the slightest excuse 
for the Castle Bellingham outrages, as there had 
been no resistance and the invaders of the 
pi'aceful village had not been interfered with 
in any way. F.irther north still, in County 
'I'yrone, there were symptoms of a rising, but 
it was promptly checked by a flying column of 
three hundred juen, w'ho arrived from Bedfast 
in motor-cars just in the nick of time. Brigadier- 
General Hacki'tt-T’ain, who had assumed com 
numd in Belfast, was thus able not only to send 
1.200 men to the relief of Dublin, but to ))ut 
an effectual stop to any attemiit at a rising 
in the loyal province. The citizens promptly 
[ilaced 100 motor-cars v\'ith drivc'rs at the 
disposal of the military for use wherever 
reejuired. 

Somewhat nearer to Dublin than Skeirios— 
at a point not far from Ashbourne on the Slaiie 
road, just a<Toss the border of IMeath there 
was jK'rj let rated some fif the criK-llest work of 
the whole rising. In this ease it is believed 
that a party of Sinn Feiners from North 
Dublin were the murderers. Ashbouriit^ was 
entered and the police barracks surrouiifled. 
the nil'll gallantly holding out. 'rhe_^ alarm 



IMPLEMENTS FOUND ON A CAPTURED 
REBEL. 
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AFTER THE REBELLION. 

Travellers arrivinf! at KiniJstown waiting! for a pass outside the Town Hall. 


Iiiiving pivoii, ptirtios of ])oli<'o from 

SImio. Navnn. and Droglicdn sot out in niotor- 
oars to roliov'o llio harraoks. 'I'lio wliolt^ iorco 
«'a.s nn<lor fho oominand of t'oimt.y Inspocfor 
<!ray and District lns|)('c(or Sniitli. As the 
consfaMos and tlio drivers wore idl strant>ors 
in tliodistricl tli<‘y had to (rust to local guidance, 
and there is littli- donht that they wen! steia-t'd 
into a can'fully })lanned amhtish. The inti'ii- 
tion ha<l heen to leave the motors outside 
Ashhotirne and march into the village. 'Pla! 
noliee were, however, taken unawares in ])a.ssing 
Murough a small wood at a place calk'tl Rath- 
gate. Here a murderous fire was opened on 
them from both sides of thi' road as tlu‘ ears 
>vere trliinbing a hill. Many wt'rt.! hit at the 
(irst volley, the others got out of the cars and 
endeavoured to line the dil«'hes aiul return the 
fire, fatally handit!apped as they were by th<! 
Burprise and by superior numbers. The ri'beks 
calkxl t>n them to surrender, btil tht'y rofuswl, 
and the desperate fight was kt!|)t tip for over 
four hours till both inHpet!tor8 were down and 
the ])olioe hml finnl tludr lost cartridge. The 
two inspectors, two si'rgeants, and six con¬ 
stables were ilead. Two harmless l.ravellers 
who arrived in a motor-car while tho fighting 
was going on wore also shot dearl and fourteen 
constables were woiuidetl. Klushed with this 
success, the rebels bivouacked in the luiigh- 
bourhood of Ashbourne till the news of thi! 
failure of tho rising in Dublin arrived, when 


they, likt! their confedt'rates in laisk and Swords, 
hastily docatiiptHl. 

In the West, smith of the Athenry and Craiigh- 
wcll district, things pursued a more peaceful 
course, although then! was throughout the 
week much tension anil anxiety, (’lure was 
restless and some' expectant assembinges wen 
noticed, but an energidic County Inspector hud 
the district well in hand and nothing dangerous 
happeni'd. This may be regariied as sjipcially 
satisfactory, since Clare had ri'ceived its share 
of atlention from the Oermans in the iiiciibatioii 
stage of the luovemeirt, and it was rumour<!d 
that more than one enemy suhmarine had 
sui'ceedod in retu-hing the coast and establishing 
commiinicntion with the local leaders. It will 
be. seen on a glance at the maji that two points 
— Atblone and Limerick cover the bridges 
aero.ss the Shannon and through tlaan control 
the whole of Connaught. Athlone was promptly 
strengthi'iied by the di.sputch of a battalion of 
the Sherwood P’oresters, and caused no further 
anxiety. Limerick has always been regarded 
as a point of danger, and contains, like its neigh¬ 
bour across the Shannon, a large proportion of 
the troublesome ek'inent. Any attempt at a 
junction of forces was therefore to bo si>ecially 
guarded against. To a visitor at this time Lime¬ 
rick presenteil the appearance rather of a town 
at the front of the fighting line. Both bridgiss 
were barricaded with earthworks and barhed 
win', whilst every approach was eovenid by 
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iiiachine-pins. Detat'hmentK from two Irish 
reginionts—tho Loinstera and tho Royal Irish 
Rifles-- in regular field kit were entrusted with 
this post of honour and also guarded the railway 
station, and very fit they looked and ready to 
give a good accoiuit of themselves if called on. 
but the Clare and South Cal way mahjontents 
did not put in an appearance. Limerick City 
reinainctl quiet, althougli many scowling looks 
were to be seen in the streets. The Mayor, 
on Friday, tho 2Sfh, issiied a proclamation in 
which he appealed to tlu? <!itizens, “ with all the 
force and power w hich my wor<ls can conunond,” 
to abstain from “ anything that may result 
in exposing the Uv('s and property of the j)c^ople 
to danger or destruction ” ; and expresatsl his 


a littU' time, and seeing no other sign of the 
Irish Republic, they went home again, tho ring¬ 
leaders being arrested and their arms seized 
by tho jtolice on tho .same night. In Cork City 
the situation was a very peculiar one. There 
are three main boditia of Nationalists in the 
Southern capibil --O’Brienites, Reilmondites, 
and Sinn Feiners. There is no love lost betw<'en 
them, and in times of e.xcitenu'nt only the 
vigilance of the Royal Irish Constabulary keeps 
the factions from flying at one another’s throats. 
Uiah'r the circumstances the Sinn Feiners, not 
Vjeing very sure of t heir groumi, cither with the 
poli<’e or with their fellow Nationalists, were in 
some diflu'ulty, so tlu'y retired to their “ ar¬ 
moury ” and, behind closed doors, awaited the 



ENNISCORTHY. FROM VINEGAR HILL. \VuIentntr. 


confidence tliat he and his people would pass 
through “this time of stress and <lifficully’’ 
with “ our reputation for sacrifice and forbear¬ 
ance sustained intact.” A critical eye iniglit 
have looke<l for an appeal to loyalty rather 
than to self-interest or to “sacrifice and for- 
b(>nrance,” but, after all, nothing happened, 
and it may' be ndinittcsl that tin- Mayor of 
Limerick sal. on the fence with dignity and 
elo((Ucnce. 

Kerry and Fork, thanks to th<' Cfi.senient 
fiasco aiul the disa.ster to the Sinn Fein rnotori.sts 
at Killorglin, remained fairly (piiet except for 
the dastanlly murders in one or two placi^s of 
unarmed jKilicfemen At Castlegregory on 
Tralee Ray a hanilful of some thirty arnusl 
Sinn Feiners turned out on Easier Monday, 
hut alter wandering about disconsolately for 


coursti of events. They had planned many' 
things, including the seizure of the Fost Olfice 
an<l a march on Mallow to join hands with 
friends from Killarney and 'Tralee and the wild 
country lying to the west. But Mallow .)unc¬ 
tion was strongly' occnjiied by the military and 
there was a sipuMlron lying in Fork Harbour, 
and on the whole an attitude of inactivity 
seemed the safest 'The Bishof) anil the Lord 
Mayor interviewed them on tli<' doorsti'p of 
the armoury anil inqilored them to be reason¬ 
able, but this they firmly declined to be under 
any circumslnnccs—even under the threat (>f 
extreme ei;cle.siastieal penalties. ITItimately, 
as the Republic could not come to them and 
they could not go to the Republic, they stole 
off borne quietly in the darkness and the jailice 
took possession of the armoury and of the 
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arms. “ RpViel Tnrk ” —which in all its history 
has never rebelled - was its own cheerful st^lf 
again, and the Hells of Shandon once more 
.soiiiulcd as grandly as over on “ The pleasant 
wat.(5rs of tli<' River Lee.’' 

T«' the south of Dublin-—indeed, all along 
the line of the SoutJi-Ktists'rn Railway from 
A\'estland Row to Wexford then' were 
threatenings of st'rious trouble, but v\ith the 
exception of the Jfingsend district, tdready 
d(!alt with under Dublin, there was no real 
dang<T outside the (lori'y-Fcrns-Kiiniscorthy 
portion of V\'exford. It is really a, iwosihtous 
and iiidustrious district, who.se farming and 
g.wral appearaiKH- would be a credit to any 
country, but it has “patriotic" traditions 
dating from X'inegar Hill and I7!IS. aiul up] a- 
rently 't was thought necessary to make an 
effort to live up to th<‘m. The County of 
Wexford had been almost completely bought 
out ttnder thi‘ band Purchase Acts, and the 
effts'l was seiui in th<' social and industrial im- 
provi'inent not ieeable (everywhere. The County 
Council. maniKsI by moderati' Xationalisis, was 
spoken of as a model body, managing its local 
affairs in practieid, business fashion, and none 
of its members, or of th(‘ leading men of the 



BOX OF DYNAMITE 
Found in the General Foct Office, Dublin. 



SINN FEIN POSTAGE STAMPS. 


comity, coimtenauced th(' rising in the sinullest 
degree. The troubh' was the work of a number 
of idlers and boys, and tlie wire-pulling wiis all 
done in Didilin. Several of the Redmoi.d 
\h)lunteers in Knniseorthy and in count-y 
districts were rejiorted as joining the Sinn 
Fein Volunteers under constraint, and in om* 
district a young prii'st had a bad influence, 
but the Volunteer ('onunanding officer for the 
county not ordy placed his men in tlie town 
of Wexford at the disposal of tlio authorities 
for the maintenance of order, but issued a per¬ 
emptory notice directing tlie corps in outlying 
districts to take no part in the " fooli.shly 
rebellious movenumt.” And the Mayor ot 
Wexford, at the first meeting of the Corjiora- 
tion, jmblicly stated that every section of the 
community- shopkeepers, merchants. and 
artisans— were “ ail eager to assist the police 
and the military authorities to preserve the 
])eace and to jiroteet jiroperty.” It would, he 
felt sure, be “ the menus of further unitir g 
Nationalists and Cnionists in their determina¬ 
tion to crush any sjiirit of Gt^rmanii-m in 
Ireland, or in an\’ ))art of the Kmjdre. ’ And 
the New Ross (iuardians, unothiT Nationalist 
Hoard, unanimously ado]>ted a resolution 
denouncing the action of the Finn K(>iners as 
" outragi'ous, disgracefid, and blackguardly,” 
and tulded tiiat “ wc regard their jin-sent 
conduct as an insult to our brave and gallant 
Irishmen who have sealed the common bond 
between England and Ireland by shedding 
their blood on the battlefields of Flaiuk-rs and 
elsewhf'rc.” Such spontaneous testimonies by 
poinalarly elect(>d Hoards in one of the most 
Nationalist comers of Ireland constituted a 
sufficient answer to the action of a few firc'- 
brands whose lead(ws were strangers to the 
county, and acting pour hi lioi de I'rvmft. 

p’rom Enniscorthy and up the railway to 
(lorov attempts w<'re made to destroy tlie 
railway and the bridge's, but without any 
pt'rmanont success. Ferns was occuiiied an<i 


































458 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


stores coinniaiideored, and betwooii Ferns 
and Knniscortliy tidegraplis were cut, roads 
brok -ii, and tr<^es cut down and used as barri- 
e.ades. Enniscorthy was occupied in fonte, and 
here, in contrast to Wexford, some of the more 
irresp()nsil)le of tlie townspeople were rej>orfod 
to have given “ aid and comfort ” to the rebels. 
Hut the rising only lasted for four days, and no 
great damage was done. 'J’he police, besieged 
in their barracks, hi-ld out for the whole time, 
as (he County Insjiector was able to report to 
the Royal Commission. As soon as the troops 
began to arrive at Ro.s.slar(' and Waterford, 
they were brought up the line to thc> scene of 
trouble and tla? rising >»as over. Colonel 
Freiurh, who was in command of the military, 
had acted t}ir«)Ughout with botli firmness and 
tact and thus avoided bloodshed. NMu'ii he 
felt strong enough he sent in a message to the 
rebels, telling them of the failure in Dublin 
and giving them a fixed period in which to 
surrend('r. Some of tlx' leaders were inclined 
to doubt the facts, and to hope for relief, and. 
still anxious to avoid the lussessity of shelling 
the town. Colonel French undi-rtook to s«-nd 
an envoy to Dublin by motor-car, to see for 
Jiimsclf atul to report to his comnwies in mis- 



La/aytUci p. H. PRARSE. 

The Rebel ('ommenderdn-Chief and President of 
the Provisional Government. Condemned and shot. 



SEAN MACDBRMOTT. 

One of the signatories to the Rebellion manifesto. 
Condemned and shot. 


fortune. When tlx* messenger returned the 
r('b<'l.s, who, as in historical duty bound, had 
occupied Vinegar Hill, still dis|)layed sonx' 
hesitation, but a single shell s<’nt over the hill 
producetl a sj)eedy capitulation. The account 
of the final s(s'ne. as sent by a special corre¬ 
spondent of tilt' Diiilfi AJail, gave a vivid idea 
of the final <lispositif)n of the troops. Guns 
had been moved up, and an armonretl train had 
Ix'cii hastily prepared as a protection against 
snipers. Writing from the military (aimp south 
pf Kimiscortliy, the correspoixleiit said : 

11 was a liomc-miKlf jiiachinc slung l(n»olhor 

hurruHlly. }>ul \(Ty cfft'ctivf'ly, mu iiiatf'i’ial.H hiiml. 
It cfiTisisicd (jf an ancicMit .si ill icojiMi' »‘ngiin‘ 

in ihc jinmd chav^rf' nf ii richiy-liumonMi.s Hiltcniian. 
'riicpf' w<T(‘ twn or tlircf' Ml4‘cl IrncUs sluicklntl in iht> 
•‘jigim*. arnimtn‘il vvilli lni.stil> •jiicrcctl shect.s t>f mm, 
and ihi* wholn aina/tng c(»ntntplion wa.K [nviiHod .slaift 
col<mr. In the hiiid«‘rinost truck n tackle of KcalTold- 
polcs hail been erected fnr the .slinging ahoarrl of a eonple 
of quiek-hrerK, and guarding these handy and inohile 
v^eajmiis was an einergcne's' emw of pla<*id 'roinmif's. 
ftiK' of wiiorn was <mjoying the Hunsliiia* and tJie rest 
by Hauling a tattered ropy of that bterary inasterpieew 
“ 1’he VaiiislKid Itride.” )l will take me a l<Mig tiino 
tf* h>rg<it the liowildering effeet of tiiis ineongmons 
seone- a khakidadtm armtmre<l train fmdeavonring to 
a^lvortise its irnportanee, mingled with priosts atul 
peasants, ehnndi l>(>lls, IjHhf'rrnen, primroHes, and 
speeklod front. Ih'f^sently ii bell tinkled muKieally in 
the adjaeent signabbox, a huge Iti.shman with fringtMl 
whiskers stut^k his lioad out of the wind(»w, ealh*<l “ Hight 
away!” Then anothf‘r war scom^ inovisl into vi«w— 
two trains, one of artillerymen nn<i horses, an<l the f>th(‘r 
with the guns and Umbers of a ligltl field baflttry with 
easem of ammunition piled on (rucks, and (he rear 
brought up by a huge 15*poiin(hT with its grey snout 
coekod skywards looking for trouble. T'jmiu the truek 
bearing this moiister was seribhletl in chalk, so that all 
could HOC, the words, “ To Knniscorthy.” 

The n.bolH surrendtTod, hIx of th** headers 
were arroHted and the remainder sent olT to their 
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JAMES CONNOl.l.Y. 

'I'be Rebel Commandant-General, Dublin Division. 
(Condemned and shot. 


lioiiK's. And the edieial report of KniUKCorthy 
rLsing ends witit tile words: “There were no 
eitsiiidties " ! 

All this time in Diihlin General Maxwi'll Inul 
been tightening liis grip on lh<‘ ri'hels wlio .still 
la-ld out at t he I’ost Otliei', the Konr Courts, 
Hingsend. .laeob's biseiiit factory, the South 
Dublin Cnion, and the College of Surgeons in 
SI. Stephen's Green. Tlu' gi’eat Saekville 
Street (ire broke out on thi' afternoon of 
Thnrsdiiy. (he 271h; Kelly's Fort, at the foot 
of Saekville Street, had shari'd (he fate of 
J.,iber(y Mall, and shells were beginning to 
burst in (la: I’ost Olliee and Moland’s Mill. 
No hope in any ipiartcr. I’eiU'se, as Coni- 
inander-in-Chief and J’resident, appears to 
have ki'pt n|i hope till now. but on ( he morning 
of Friday, (he 28th, he i.ssned (he valedictory 
bulletin to vvhieh reference has already been 
made -that referring to (he "fatal eoimter- 
manding order.” It was an admis.sion of com¬ 
plete defeat. “ We are.” he said. “ busy c<im- 
pleting arrangnnents for the final ilefenet' of 
la'iMhpiarters. and are determiia'd to hold it 
while the buildings last.” (’onnolly, on the 
other hand, the ” Commandant-General of ( he 
Dublin division.” although alri'ad.v vMiunded, 
inotle, oji the same day, another d('S[)erate 
attempt, in a bulletin recounting imaginary 
victori(» and ijroclaiming sjas'dy Kucce.ss, to 
rally the ontiving positions to further effort. It 
wits never deliven'd— O’Rahill.v. who endea- 
vourtxl to carry it through the cordon, being 


shot down. As the completcst account of the 
rebel positions, and as an illustration f)f the 
mentality of the leiuler of the Citi/en Anny, 
as distinct from the more educatcsl Sitin 
Feiners, the leading pas.sage.s of this the last 
utteraius' before surrender are worth giving : 

lh'ad(iuarli'r«, 

.\liril 2S, l!»ltl. 

’!’(» Si>i.iaKKS : 

'I’ln.s is tlie fifth flay of tlio eslahli.shaiftil of the Irish 
]{f:jmf)li(‘, aiM.1 tlif: flag f>f tmr couiilry still fhntts ovt'r 
the itiost iia[>orlaiit huildiiigs hi iinhliti, anti is gallantly 
protoc.tt'fl hy the otlieers and Irish soldiers in arms 
thronghont the eonntry. Not a day passes without 
seeing fresh postings of Irish soldiers eager to flo battle 
for the old oanse. 

Jtesjiite the utmost, vigilanee of the enemy we have 
been aide to get information telling ns how' the maniiood 
of Ireland, inspired hy otir splendid aetions. are gathering 
to offer up their lives, if neeessary, in the same luil.v 
cause. We are here liemmed in the (1.!*.<>. Iiecutt.s<» the 
enemy feels tliat in this hniUiing is to he fontal tin* 
heart and ins)iiration of this great movement. 

'riie Hritish Army, whose exjiloits we are for ever 
liav'ing dimied into oor ears whieh hoasts of hav'ing 
stormefl tin' Dartlanelles and the tlerman lines on the 
Marne, hehinfl tlieir artillery and niaehine-gnns are 
afrahl to attaelf or storm any jtosition held hy our 
forces. The slaughter they sntferefl in the first few 
days has totally unnerved (hem. and they dare not 
again attempt an infantry attack on our positions. 

Onr (.'ommanilants around us an* holding their own. 
t'ommandant Daly’s splendiil -exploit in eai>turing 
Linen Hall Harraeks* w'e all know. You must know 

• ’This vvas a disused harraek, last oeenpied by tlio 
Army Pay Dlliee. and set on lire hy the rebels. 



SHEEHY SKEFFINGTON. 
Shot at Portohello Barracks, Dublin. 
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also that the^whole i»ppuIatioh, both aud laity* 

of this district are ubitcKl tu hiit praise. Oioinuiamiaiit 
lVlacT)onagh is cstaf>UHhod in an .itnpregnablr ])OHiiion 
rwhing frpm th** walls of Castle t<» Hodnuind’s 

iiill and from Bisliop Street to Stephen’s Green. 

In f^tophoiiN Green CvOinmatidani Mallin KoUIk the 
l\>ltege of Shivo6iis; one si(lt» {>f the stpjare, a portion of 
Die other ^de, and donuiiat<‘H lh(' whole (.Ireen aiaf atf its 
e Uranepaand exits. 

Oommahdaiit do Valera stretches in a j)osi(ion frojii the 
Ga« Works to AVestlaud Row, hokllitf^ Roland’s Bakt'ry, 
Boland’s Mill. Dublin and South-Kastcrii Railway Works, 
and dominates Merrioii R<iuarc, 

Gomiiiandant Kent hiOds the South l)ul»lin XTnion and 
GuiniieK.Vs Buildings to Marrowbone Lmie. and controls 
JaineHtni’s Distillery and district. Gn two oeeasions the 
enemy effecteil a lod^^nn^nt and wen* driven out with great, 
loss. 

'The men of North County Dublin are in the fi<*ld, has e 
occupied all the jjoJiee barrtltks in the tUstrict, destroyed 
all the lolegrajdi system on the Groat Northern KaiUvay 
tip to I>undRlk. and art* operating against t he 1 ruins of thtf 
Midland Great W'estern. 

Dundalk has sent 20tl men to march upon Dublin, and 
in the other parts of the North our forces are actit o and 
growing. 

In Galway Captain Mellowos. fresh after his escape 
from an Irish prison, is in the field w'ith us : WN>xford aiul 
Wicklow are atrong, and Cork and Korr^’ are equally 
acquitting themselves creditably. 

W'e have every confidence that our allies in G<*rmany 
aud kinanteu in America are straining ov<’ry nerve to 
hasten matters on tiur beliah. 

(’ourage, boys, wu are witiiiing, and in the hour of 
victory let tis not forgot the splendid women who have 
everywh**re stood by ns and <*heer*'d us on. Ni’ver had a 
wofiian a grarKhrr <*au8«? and never was- a cniisc* more 
gratidiy served. 

Jamkh C0NN01.l,Y. 

Com ma u dau f- Gr nrral 
Dublin lHvi»ion. 

'ri«' next day. the Post Oflice being by fhi.s 
tiiiu* on tire, Poarnf* sent, out a messenger saying 
lu' was rc'iuly to snrrendtT. was naturally 

some delay in couununieating with t)ie mithori- 
ties and in seeuring the signed eonsent of tin* 
other rebel li*aders at ht'adqiiarbTs. Kiimlly . 
at two p.m., Pearst' snrrendt'nMl uneonditioo- 
ally and was brought before (ient'ral Maxwell, 
iji whose preseiiff he signed the final eapitula 
tion. At sov(‘H o'elock a dtqeeted prtKession 
disufrmed and worn-otii men with n wJiittr 
flag at their head made their appearanei* in 
Satikville Street and were taken in eharge by 
an armed escort: they were iiumda^d tlown 
tht' minted and still sinonldering street and dis- 
«.ppean‘d along Westinort'Iand Stretd in th(‘ 
direction of Trinity (V>llege, ^^here, in fhe 
(M,)nrtyards, they wt?re sort-ed out. for imprison¬ 
ment or dejMjrtation. 

I'he tenns of the surrender, as sigix'd in tJ»e 
prinscncc' of th(' general eommandijig, wer<* as 
follows : 

In order <o pn^vent the further Hiatighler of J)uhlin 
eit iKena aud in the ho ];)0 of raving the livoK of our followers 
now Hurrouiided nn<l hopelesHiy tiutnuin tiered tli© members 
of the iVuviRional Government now present At head- 
quarters have agreed to an uncondifional surrender, and 


the OommandaniH of the varioxis distriots in the City and 
Country will order their Commands to laydown anns. 

r. H. PtABfIE, 

29tli April, 1916, 
3.45 p.m. 

Th<! ab<)V(' WHS typpwritb'ii on a Iarg<! sliw't 
trt’ paper, (’oiuiolly and MiveDonagli wrote tlioir 
submissions with tlieir own hands lower down 
on tile same sheet. 

I agr<*e to these conditions for the men only uiuler iny 
own eornmaud in tin* Moore StriHit District, and lor Iho 
men in the Slephon’a Grt*on Command. 

JAMS8 C’ONNOM.V. 

On consultation with Commnndmit Ceannt (Kent) ami 
other otlieers I have decided to agree* to uncoiulitioiml 
surrentlor also. 

Thomas Ma^-Donaoii. 

De V'alera, w)io commtniiled at Bolatu]’.s Mill 
(the Rinffsend distriet) and who eomiiliiinc'd 
bitterly that “ if only t he p«‘ 0 ])lr had e.ome out 
with knive.s and forks ” tlwy minlit liavo won. 
did not surrender till the next day ; and fhe 
Kour Courts, the South Oublin I'nion. .laeob's, 
and the (College of Surgeons followed suit. 
'J’here was still seattered fighting and sni))iiig 
from roofs for soino days afterwanls. 'J’he 
(listriot at the back of tju? Four Courts—a rabbit 
warren of some of the worst slums in Dublin— 
v\as still a .source of trouble, and a good deal 
of blood was shed before com|)lel(i order 
restored. Rut t}i<‘ ri.bellion was o\i.i'. 
^\'hat the deaths and injui'ies resulting from 
this miul outbreak amounted to is a point that 
will probably never be aecurab'ly known : the 
hospitals wen. overwhelmed : no exact record 
was possible either there or at the eemeti.ries, 
wliilsl. many wt're probably covered up in llie 
blazing ruins or buried secretly. Of j.oliee ami 
sokliers the of1i(.iHl casualties were ■179- 127 
killed and :tr>2 wounded. Amongst persons 
ela.ssed as ‘■civilians'’ there wered.9;i() casual¬ 
ties reported 2(19 being killi d. Ilow man\ of 
these were rebels in arm.", and how many were 
imioeent victims <if bullets from either side 
there is no means of knowing, as proper identi- 
lieation was in many cases not forthcoming. 
.Many civilians, police and soldiers, as we Imse 
se(‘n, wf're shot during tiie first two days, before 
the systematic military repression began, 'ria' 
tlamage to property by fire was estimated by 
the Fire Rrigade at £2.500,000, but that sum 
naturally only eoNcred premises aud 8t(x;k, and 
took no a<‘<.ount of busiimsses ruined and of 
th(' titiK' that must elaf>se btO'ore a fresli start 
could bo made. 

The Burrende.r of the Provisional Oovern- 
ment at the Ceitoral Post Office, involving as 
it tlid that, of the Macdonagh-Kont Com- 
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AT RICHMOND BARRACKS, DUBLIN. 
Arrival of a prisoner under escort. 


The public were not left long in suspense u« 
to the result of these trials—and here the j5ro- 
ee<lure adopted differed from that of the 
Young Ireland and the Fenian rebellions, in 
which instances prolonged public trials witii 
speeches and <lemonstrationa served to kc-ep 
up a state of unrest for months after the rising 
had been suppressed. In the course of the 
we<'k it was aimouimed that all t.h<^ seven 
signatories to the robellion manifesto (.'larkt', 
Macilerinott, Macdonagh, I*. H. Poarse, K. Kent, 
('onnolly, and J. Plunkett—had b(‘en contlemned 
and shot. Seven others who had taken a 
particularly prominent part in the rebellion 
f>r in the o\itrages wliieh accompanied it— 
E. Daly, M. tl’Hanraban, VV'. Pears**, Maellride, 
Colbert, Mallin, and Ht'uston --had met with 
the same fate. Fifty-live others, including 
the Countess Markieviciz, were convicted and 
sentemced to de*ith, the penalties being com¬ 
muted to various terms of penal aerv-itude or 
imprisomnent. One other, William Kent, was 
convictefl of the murder of a head constable 
near Forraoy, in the County of Cork, and shot. 
Of those reprieved seven received life sentences, 
lorty-seven were sent to penal servitude for 


shorter period.s, and s*'veral w<>ro sentenced to 
impri.sonm<!nt for froin one to thri'o yeiu-s 
On May 11 Oeneral ]Vla.\-wctl issued an official 
notice stating that “ the trials by court-martial 
of those who took an actual part ir* the rising in 
Dublin are practically finisht?d.” And h<? 
addcil that: 

In viow of tho gravity of tho rebellion anfl its coii- 
iKM'tiou with Oermari intrigue propagHrida. and in view 
of tlie groat los.s f>f life aufl ilosiructiou of result ¬ 

ing therefrom, the (loneral Ollieer Commouding-in-Ohiof 
has found it- iinporati ve to inflict- the mfist severe* bOiitoiiee.s 
on (ho know’ll organl’^erH of this flctestablu riMing and on 
those oorumtinders who took an aotivo part in tho actiml 
figl^^ing w'hieli occurred. It is hopf*d that tlieso cxiimpIe.K 
ivill lie siiffieioril to uef n.s a deterrent on intrigiiors and to 
bring home to thorn that tho murder of liis JilajestyV liogo 
subjoetM or other iwtts oalenlaled to imperil tho safety of 
the n*alm will not be tolerateil. 

An Advis<iry Committee was appointed to 
eonsi<k*r the eases of otht'rs detained, and, on 
the ground that very many of those who took 
part m tho rising " believed that they wore 
being called up *>n Monday f<jr a route march,” 
about a thousand of them were released without 
further punishment. As tho courfs-martiul 
were private and no report of the evidence was 
mode public, there was not unnaturally a 
certain outcry in politu^al circles, and wilil 
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®*®8g<'r8'tions about the aupprenHion of the 
rebellion in “ torrents of blood ” had been 
heard in irresponsible quarters. But it was 
not even suggested that anyone was con¬ 
victed by court-martial who hatl not taken 
port in the rebellion or in the preparations 
for it. As regards those sentenced to death 
there was no dispute—-the crime was flagrant 
and avowed. 

There were, however, two instances in which 
serious complaint was nuuie, ami where it 
was recognized that further enquiry should 
be held. The first was that of Mr. Sheehy 
SkelTington, whoso case has already been 
alluded to. We have .stsm that Skoffington, 
who liad b(H'n at the I’ost Office, the seat of 
the rebel government, left that building on 
the Tuesday afternoon, posting up on his way 
notices calling f)n the citizens to “ police the 
streets ” and pnivc'ut looting. Whilst engaged 
on this he was arrested, and with two others 
eondiie.ted to I’ortobello Barracks, round 
which there had been severe fighting. The 
]>laco was ludd, uiuler circumstances of gr<'at 


stress and strain, by a small garrison of the 
Royal Irish Rifles. Early next morning the 
three prisoners were taken from their cells 
by order of the officer in cliargc and shot 
without trial. Tins officer retained his com¬ 
mand for several days, when, some of the 
circiunstancos having transpired, he was placed 
under arrest and ultimately tried by court- 
martial. There was no denial of the facts, 
and the unhappy officer—who was bac'k from 
the front after being wounded, and who had 
obviously acted under groat mental excite¬ 
ment—-was found guilty of murder, being 
insane at the time. He was removi'd to a 
criminal lunatic asylum to lie detained during 
His Majesty’s pleasure. Later on, in view of 
further coinjilaints from Mr. Skeffington’s 
friends, the Prime Ministi'r aimouuced that he 
jiroposisl to set up a Government inquiry into 
all the circumstances of the casi*. 

In the second instance the military wen? 
accused of unnecessary violence and blood¬ 
shed whilst forcing their way through the 
North King Street quarter in order to comjilete 



COURT-MARTIAL AT RICHMOND BARRACKS, DUBLIN. 
Maj.-Gen. Lord Cheyletmore, President, and Mr. Kenneth Marshall, Jud|{e>Advocate, 

arriving at the Court. 
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tlu* (rorclon round Uu' r<*l)oI ))OKi(ion in llu* Four 
('ourtM. it was iillogod that in a c-ertain puldiiv 
liouse they ha»l shot mon wlio were* not in robot 
ttniform and luwl taken no part in tla* fighting. 
In this oaso, c^o!ni)laint taiving boon inudt*. in 
Varliainonf, the Prime Minister directed a 
careful investigation, which \\aK hold, and the 
result announced in the ]Touso of (’onnnons 
in the following ttTins : 

'I’ho eoia’Iiixion arriv<'(l a1 » full heuriiig in all the 

ouMes was that the deaths oeeurre»| in tlie eonrse nf 
(‘ontiuuouH and desjjoralo street and tK>iise.to-lHatKO 
fi^ditiiip:. which lasted for nearly two days, and in which 
(he soldiers were constandy expowal t«> sniping from (he 
windows and roofs of tho houses. There euji ho little 
doubt that some men who were not taking an actual part 
ill the fighting were in the course* of the struggk* Uill<*d hy 
both rebels and soldiers. But after enndiil inquiry it is 
impossihle to bring home responsibility t(' any partienlar 
person or braly of pfjrsons. 

Furtlier pressed, Mr. Asquith added (hat. 
havdng had experience of such niath'rs in the 
past, tie had naid the proceedings at these 
inquiries and did not think that any partiality 
of any kind was shown. All tho persons con¬ 
cerned were invited to attend. If he thought 


tnit I would he elucidated and rcsjxnisibility 
hrouglit home liy any further iiKpiiry lie wdiild, 
in the interest not only of the public but ahso of 
the Army, direct that it should he held ; hut ho 
had come to tho conclusion, after carefully 
weighing the facts, that a further iiKpiiry wouhl 
not letul to any ilifforent eonelusion. 

It will ho admitted that it could fairly ho 
claimed by the military authorities that there 
was newer in liistory a reht'Ilion so hitter and 
bloodthirsty suppressed with less violence and 
punished with less rigour. In his oflicial report 
to Field-Mar.shal French (May 2.'>, ItIKi), Sir 
John Maxwell had the .satisfaction of saying : 
“ I am ahlo to report that the cfinduct. of tho 
trotips was adiuirahle; their cheerfulness, 
courage, and good discqilino, under the most 
trying conditions, was excellent. Although 
doors and windows of shops and houses had to 
be brfiken open, no genuine case of looting has 
been n'porteil to me, which I coiLsidor reflocits 
the greahist credit on all ranks.” And after 
acknowledging the great assistance he had 
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reciuvod from tlio clergy of all derioiruiiatioriB, 
medical iiicii, nurscK, and tolograjih and 
phono op<^ratorH wiio hatl continuously per- 
fomied their duties, often in cireiiinstanc('s of 
grt^at danger, (Jonoral Maxwc^ll c(»n<*luded: “J 
am glad to be able to ret^ord my opinion that^ 
the fet'lings of the bulk of tlu^ citizens of J^ublin 
iKjing against the Sinn Feiners niatt'rially 
influenced f he collapse of the Rebellion.” 

In a st^parat(‘ report to the Se<T<^tary of States 
for War (General Max\v(‘ll said tluit ho thought 
it <lesirable to dinjct attention to tlu^ difticult 
c(»nditions under \vlii<'h the troops had to act: 

(J) Tho robollioiL l)i>gnii by Simi Koiiiors. prosuimoly 
actitig fjnlorji. sliouting iii cold hlo<Kl ccriaitj aotlicpH 

ami policemen: ftimultanooui^ly they «»cc\mi«M| houses 
along the rontoH into tho Cit 3 ’ <if Dublin wliioli wore likely 
to be used by troops taking up posts. 

(2) Mo*-’! of the rebels were not in any u!»iform, amt by 
mixing with potveoful citi/mis made it aliiiost irnpos* 
mhl(5 for the troops to distinguish betwof'ii fri» nd and foe 
until lirt> was ».»(>ened. 

(3) In man^' <'»uses troops liaving ])aHSod along a slrrM't 
siMuningl.v <>ceupi<Ml b^’ harinb'sis pt«i[»Je were su<ld«*nlv 
fired upon from behind from windows and roof tops. 
Sm'h worn the eonditions when reinforcements eom. 
ineiM'od lo arriv e in Dublin. 

(4) Whilst figbtnvg eotUimie.i under con<lition.s at oiicc 
so confusi'il and so trying, it is ))Ossible that some inno¬ 
cent persiuis were shot. Jt iriust be remembered that the 
slrug: 4 k' was in rnan v eases of a hrmse-t o-housc <‘haracttn', 
tliat MU[>ing was continuous and very persistent, aiul 
that it was ot!<‘n extremely (titVienll to distinguish 
het\v<*eti tljose who wt»r<‘, or hii I Ihmui. firing upon flu* 


t roops and thoH(« wlm had for various renKons chosen to 
Tv^main on tho seoiio of tho fighting, instioad of leaving the 
houses and passing through t he cordons. 

(7) 'Phere have b(M3ii numerous incidents of doliborato 
shtwting on ambulancoH, and thoso oouragoous persons 
wdio voluntarily came otit to at tend to I ho wounded. 'J’he 
(/ity Fire llrigarfe w’hon it turned otit in cevnsequence of 
incondiary fires wore fired on and hail to retire. 

(10) Artillery firo wos only used to rodiico the harri 
cades, or against a particular house known to bo strongly 
held. 

(I4) Icannot imagine a more <11 IficuU situation tlian that 
in which f he troops were placet! : mo.st of those cnipl(} 3 ’’(‘d 
being draft-finding battalions or young Territorials from 
FnglaTid wlio ha«l no knowledge of Dublin. 

Under tliu circum^tanoea i consitler Die troops as a 
wliolo behaverl with the greaf<‘st restraint am! carricil 
otit their disagreoablo and dlslaslofiil duties iii a manner 
which reflects (he greatest credit on their discipline. 

(19) T w'ish to emphasize that the responsibility for the 
loss of life, however it oocuiTod, tho doslructioii of pro- 
])erfy and other lossog rests entirely with those wlio 
enginoore<l this njvolt, and w'ho, at a time w'hcn (he 
Kmpire is engaged in a gigantic atriigglo, invited the 
H'^sisiance and c«) 0 [MTation of the Germans. 

Tlioro still ivnciincd ont^ prisoner (It'oply 
implicated in the rising who had not biH?n 
brought befon^ the courks-mnrtial, it being 
thought better that he sJiould hnv<5 a inorr< 
formal and tleliborat^J trial before the High 
(kuirt in London. On May ir>, three weeks 
after his landing in Kerry, Sir lioger (.‘astuiient 
was brought up at How Str<»ot police court 
and charged \>ith treason. With him in tiu' 



THE PREMIER'S VISIT TO DUBLIN. 

Mr, Asquith leaving Richmond Barracks after interviewing rebels. 
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dock appeared the prisoner Bailey, who had, 
accompanied lum from Liinbvirg to Berlin, and 
from VVilhclnn.shaven in his submarine journey 
to the Kerry coast. The evidence produced 
wa-i of the simplest and most direct kind -- 
proof that (.'asoment was a British subject : 
that ho had approached the Irish [)risoners in 
Limburg (’amj) and endeavoured to seiluce 
them frotn their allegiance and tofonnan *• Irish 
Hrigtwle ” to tight against England with 
(ierman arms and ocpiipmetit; that in jjursu- 
ance of this scheme he had landed in Ireland 
jjrovided with anus, war maps, signalling appa¬ 
ratus and a secnit code, and accompanied by a 
ship louilcd with anus and explosives sent by the 
(Ierman (lovermnent to provoke and assist an 
insurrection. In Bailey’s case there was put in 
p. signed statement which ho had made to a 
police ins|)ector in Kerry, and in which he 
admittc'd the material facts wliilo disclaiming 
any troast)nable intc'iit. Both were committed 
for trial on the full idiargo, and in due ctmrse 
came, up for trial before a Court composed <jf 
the Lord (Uiicf .lustice of England, Jlr. Justice 
A\-orv. and Mr. .lustice Horridge. The Crown 
was repre-Honted by the Attorney-General and 
tlie Solicitor-General, and the Coimsel as.signed 
to Sir Koger Casement were Mr. Serjeant 
Sullivan, K.C., of the Irish Bar, and Mr. 


Artomus .Tones. In addition. Professor J. H. 
Morgan, Barrister-at-Law, and Mr. W. F. Doyle, 
of the Philadelphia Bar, had permission to 
a-ssist in the defence of the prisoner. In the 
case of Bailey the Crown occephid his plea that 
he had acted as an innocent agent; no evidence 
w'as called, and he was formally acquitted by 
the jiu-y. 

Casement’s case, which came first, occupii' I 
the (Aiurt for four days, much of the time being 
occupied by the speeches and the legal argu¬ 
ments, as there was no di.spute about the facts 
and no witnesso.s wore called for the defence. 
An attempt was made by the defence to quash 
th<' indictment on the ground that it disclosed 
no offems' known to the law and triable by that 
Court. The treason charged was the act of 
adhering to the King’s enemies elsewhere than 
in the King’s realm, and it was argued that in 
the statute of Edward III., under wdiich the 
indictment was laid, the words : “ If a man be 
adherent to the King's ouomies in liis realm, 
gix-ing Iiim aid and comfort in the realm, or 
elsewhere,"’ meant that the overt utd mu.st he 
committed within the realm and not elsowh re. 
The Court, however, unanimously refused the 
motion to quash, the Lord Chief Justice holding 
that the Act of Edward 111. was a ileclaratory 
Act, that it was an offence to adla're to the 



AT A REVIEW IN TRINITY COLLEGE PARK. 

A ifroup at the salutiii)( baae—Left to rijht: General Maxwell, Lady Wimborne, Mr. Asquith, 
Mist Grosver.or, Mr. Bonham Carter (Mr. Asquith’s private aeoretary), and General Friend. 
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GENERAL MAXWELL. 
Commandin|!-in-Chief the Forces in Ireland, in¬ 
specting Volunteers. 

Smaller picture: Inspecting the Irish Automobile 
Club Ambulance. General Friend in rear. 

Kind’s enomios within fh« ri'ulin or without (ho 
roalin, an<l that i( was oqunlly “ mlhoring within 
(ho ri'ahn ” to tho King’s onomios by giving 
thinn aid and ('oinfort without tho realm. Tlie 
point, it may bo added boro, was taken to tho 
(!ourt of Appwd, where it wa.s again argued 
before! a st rong Henoh, consisting of Mr. .Justici! 
Darlingwith Mr. .lustico.s l$ra_v. A. T. Lawrence. 
Scrutton, and Atkin. Mr. Serjeant Sullivan 
ri'poatcd his argument at length, but tho Court. 
<lid not (iail on tlu' Attorney-tieneral to reply. 
Whilst distdaiming any disr<!sp<!(!(. to Mr. 
Sullivan, whose argunu'ut “had bec'u <'xcoed- 
ingly well considered, and was in e\ery wa_\’ 
worthy’ of tho greatest trtulitions of the King’s 
Courts,’’ Mr. .Justice Darling for himself and 
his colleagues hold that the point must fail. 
“ W(! tliink,’’ ho said, “ that if a man be 
adherent to the King’s enemies in his realm by- 
giving to them aid and comfort in liis realm, 
or if ho bo adherent to the King’s enemies 
elsewhere—that is, by giving to them aid and 
comfort elsowhi'ro—hi' is equally adherent to the 
King’s enemies, and if he is so adherent to the 
King’s enemies, he commits a treason which 
the statute defines.’’ 

As regards the facts of the case. Casement— 


w'ho was pormitti'd to address the Court twice. 
oiK’e before his Coonsel's tuldre.ss anil once 
after the inevitable verdict of guilty had been 
delivered and hefori' sentence was passed— 
contented himself with .statements mainly 
irrelevant. He denic'd that he had taken 
“ German gold,’’ or that he had advised Irish¬ 
men to fight with Germans or for Germans. 
“ An Irishman,’’ ho said, “has no right to 
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fight for any land hut Ireland.” . Ho luwl 
touched n|)on tfioso lunfters, he said in conclu¬ 
sion, because they wore calculatc'd to 
on his tionour and thus to tarnish tlie cause he 
held dear. In his second staUunent th<' 
jirisonor was more polil ical and more rhetorical. 
Ho spoke of “judicial assassination,” and 
declarect that the shituto of Kdward HI. had 
no newer over him, hocauso “ the kings of 
England as such hail no rights in Ireland up 
to the time of Henry VHI. This Court,” hi* 
<teidared. “ is to mo. an Irishman, a foreign 
Court.” In Ireland alone, lie argued, was 
loyalty to one’s country hold to he a crime. 
And in conclusion he said with much emphasis 
and c<arn(<stn€i.ss : 

Whoa all your ri)j:hts liccoinr only an aconmnlaUsl 
wrong : whom men most l>cg with butetl hronth for leave 
to subsist in thoir own lainl, to think fhi-ir own Ihotights, 
to sing their own songs, garner the frnil of their own 
lobours. anti even whilst they beg to set' things inextirably 
w'ithlieltl from tlntiu : ttien surely it is a hraver, a saner, 
anti a truer thing to he a reliol than tamely to iM*i;e|it it 
as the not lira! lot. of man. 

This final outburst provoked a remonstrance 
from Mr. T. W. KoIIoston, a wt*Il*known voterun 
Irish Nationalist, who iitterwl a public prott^st 
apainst. a statement calcHilatetl to <*onvey an 
iitjpression so childislily at variance with 
eltjiuentary tr\ith: 

How amuzingly unlike tlu' reality [wrntf' Mr. Rf>lle.‘<toTi] 
iw this picture of modem Ireland ! Apparontly ther«' are 
Iri«hm<*ri Htill uttcirly unaiilo io malize that they no 
lonirer live under Iho shaflfiw of the Teua} Laws, It is tho 
plain, ineoutrov'erfihle fu-et that there is nothing? on earth 
to prevent any Irishman from Hulisistinp in his own land 
and parneriii)]; the full reward of his labours. Homo 
elasHCK of Irishmen are better protected in this respect 
than any of die corret^pondiug cla^iios in Great Britain. 


. . . As fur the Celtic wing of th i Irish revival, the 

(Government, as everyone knows, luis lihf'rally etMluwjsl a 
National T 'niversit y wliieli has )>erfect freeflom of inlernai 
control. It has made the Irish language an ohligat(»rv 
subjoct for ma(riculatif>n. and has ui»poitited four pro. 
fe.s.sors. une of whom wa.s I'resiihad of the Irish ^’<ll^lIl. 
leers anil another the foundt'r and I’re.alenf of th<i 
(Jaelie LeagiM', to promote nt haiidsotiK' salarie.s tia* very 
studif's which Wf^ are told are banned uiHit*r I'higlisli rule. 
Jh*dd<‘s this, tho I each tog of (taolic in tin' ,\at ioiiai Sclmola 
has f(fr many years Ikhui subsidized from Imperial funds 
to the ( Line of to a year. 'I’liere is indciiMl 

no limit to the sub.sitly exc<‘j»( in the r(*adin('ss of parents 
and school-inanug'ers Io tal«‘ atlvfintage of it. 

Home Rule may i|o a great deal for irehmd. and 1 hope 
aiui b«’lievo it will. But more personal ami spiritnal 
freedom Ireland could not po.ssihly have than she ^‘njo^■s 
at present. It is eoneeivahle that she may have less. 

ft hfis not, i think, been lUftieod that one of tiie m<)st 
unhappy ftaitures of the Sinn Fein movement is the 
blow’ which it lias struck at liberal iileas and tin* c'luims 
of local traditions and local patriotism all over the world. 
Genunny and Russia at hawt the old Russia tliinking 
of their I’olish, J)auis>i, and Alsatian jiolicies, might well 
turn to us ami say : “We \ver«' right, after all ! Ytni 
have Irieil uj) t-o tho hilt iho policy of givinj^ free play to 
the traditional scutiments of tho smaller units within 
your Fmpire—this is your reward!” Sinn Fein has 
given to the wt>rld a le.ssnn written in fire ami blood in 
w'hich (Jontinental despotism will for many a day read (lie 
jitslificaiion of its wjirst lyramiies.* 

And this niipht well bo tho epitaph on a 
nu>v(?inent which was born and in an 

atinosphoro of sysfoinatic ini8ro]>roHont.Htioii 
and falsehood. In this it was worthy (jf its CIcr- 
man or (.h;nnanized progenitors. And tho 
same spirit of falsehootl accompanied it to tho 
lost, some Irish-Atnerican ecclesiastics beinp 
KO niisinformod atul so misguided ae to apyieal 
for funds to relievo “ the appalling misery and 
destitution that exist to-day in Ireland ** in 
consequence (^f the arrests and other measures 
• WeMmitufier Oazt^Ut^ July 3, 1916. 
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taken for the suppression of the rebellion. In 
Dublin, it is true, much want was undoubtedly 
caused by the wholesale destruction of business 
and of property arising frt)m the acts of the 
rebels tliemselvea and their hangers-on ; and 
in this COSO instant and effective measures 
wore taken by the authorities for its relief, 
the distribution of food and otlier sup)>lies 
being undertaken and carried on before tho 
fires won' well extiiiguishod. As for the rest 
of Ireland, it was an<] continues to be excep¬ 
tionally prosperous and thriving in all that 
contributes to material welfare. The “ appal¬ 
ling misery and distress ” are as imaginary as 
tho “inexorable” wrongs of wliich Casement 
complained and which, as Mr. Rolloston pointotl 
out, were only typical of the “ fatal obsession 
of ideas whicli in IrelantI liavo long ceased to 
correspond with realities.” 

On tho (.lay after Casement’s condemnation 
ns a traitor tho m>cossnry sequel ap])(.'arod in the 
form of an ollicial notice stating that “ TJie 
King has been j(l<ia.sod to direct that Sir Roger 
('asemont, Knight, shall cease to bo a moml)((r 
of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael 
and 8t. ( loorgo, of which Order he was ujipointed 
a C,loir»pimion in 1905, and that his name shall 
be erased from tho Register of the Order.” 

In r((sponso to requests made in rarliament, 
a Royal Commi.sMion—consisting of I.ord 



I.OHD MIDLETON. 

After giving evidence before the Royal Commission. 



MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION. 

Sir Montague Shearman (left) and Sir Mackenzie 
Chalmers. 


Ilnrdingo, ox-Vic((roy of India, Sir Montague 
Shearman, a .Judge of tlio High Court, and Sir 
Mackenzie Chalmers—was appomted “ to En- 
([uiro into tho Causes of tho Recent Outbreak of 
Rebellion in Ireland.” After hearing much 
e\i(lonco in London and in Dublin, tho Com¬ 
mission mianimously reported in a dotnimcnt 
froju which several oxtrtuds have already 
b('eji published in tho course of tliis narrative. 

It was held that Mr. Rirrell, Chief Secretary tc 
t he Lord Lieutenant, “ the administrative h(!iui 
of Your Majesty’s Government in Ireland,” wtis 
“primarily responsible for tho situation that 
was allowed to arise and for tho outbrcok that 
occurred.” Sir Matthew' Nathan, the I’litlcr- 
Secretary, it was found, had “ carried out 
with the utmost loyalty ” the policy of tho 
Government and of the Chic'f Secretary, hut 
ho was to blame in that “ he did not sufficiently 
impress upon the Chief Secretary, during the 
latter’s prolonged absenc(js from Dublin, tlas 
necessity for more active measures to renavly 
the situation inlrc'land.” The Lord Lieutenant, 
who had only boon a short time in Indnnd, and 
who, by the conditions of his office, was in no 
way answ'orablo for tlw; policy of tho Govern¬ 
ment, was exonerated from all blame. The ( 
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r«nl root and origin of the wJuJe evil was found 
to be, in words already quoted : 

That lawlofMnoss was allowed to grow up imcliorkod, 
and that Ireland for several years |>aBt has been adiuinis- 
tcrwl on the principle that it was safer and more expe¬ 
dient to leave law in abeyance if collision with any faelion 
of the Irish fjooplo could thereby be avoided. Such a 
policy is the negation of that cardinal rule of govermnont 
which demands that the enforcement of law and the 
preservation of order should always be independent of 
political expediency. 

Such a Hwociping oonflamnation hetd novor before 
been passed by an impartial and competent 
tribunal upon a modem Government respon¬ 
sible to Parliament. Those familiar with 


MEMBERS OF THR ROYAL IRISH 
CONSTABULARY. 

Smaller picture: Sir Neville Chamberlain, 
Inspector-General of the R.T.C., eongratulating 
members of the Constabulary. 

Ireland, and with the way in which afTiiir.s had 
been neglected and miamnnaged for many 
years, were indeed accpiainted with the situation 
and bad niatlc rt'pt'iited anil nrgenl ropresenla- 
tions to Ibose in authority, and, as the Com¬ 
missioners put it, “ the wanungfell oii tmheeding 
ears.” But to fho Brili.sli public ami tt) the 
Binitirt* at largo fho revelation of tho facts 
came with a shock of snrpriso and disgust. The 
Chief Secretary tind the Uniler-Sf«!retary sent 
in their resignations and the \'iceroy followed 
the same course, the office of Lord Lieutenant 
being plafiod in Commission in the hands of five 
liords J u.sticeH emjtoworod to sign the necessary 
documents ond to oxetaite the routine duties t)f 
fiovernmont. In Gtnieral Maxwell’s hands, 
under the Defence of the Realm Act and tho 
Proclamations establishing Military Law, was 
loft tho sole dinwting authority. Constitutional 
government in Ireland was bankrupt j but, at 
tho same time, it was rocognizoil that it was 
impossible to contemplate the indefinite con¬ 
tinuance of the existing military system. 

In the absence of any other civil authority 
the Prime Minister undertook the task of 
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personal investigation into the whole difficult 
situation. He arrived in Dublin on Friday, 
May 12, at a time when the courts-martial 
were virtually over, and had personal interviews 
with Sir John Maxwell and with a considerable 
number of civil officials, as well as with leading 
merchants and leaders 'of industry. He also 
paid visits to Belfast and to Cork .and, as ho 
stated, “ had a full and frank discussion' as to 
the present position of affairs.” On the 20th he 
was back in London. In his absence there had 
been much ill-infoimed gossip os to his inten¬ 
tions, and it was currently reported that he had 
drawn up . some now scheme of govommeiit 
intended, once for all, to settle the Irish ((ues- 
tion. In Tfie, 'Times of May 17, however, there 
appeared an article'dismissing-.all,those “fan¬ 
tastic schenif's,” ■which might jiloasc theorists 
in F.ngland, but which hfid “ no relation to 
Irish realities.” It was pointed out that it was 
st ill the (juestion of Lister that blockfxl the way, 
and that aiij' attempt at a “ practical tomjxirary 
solution” must taU(. the quejstion up “exactly 
where it was left two years ago.” And on 
May 22, wlaai the 1‘riiuo Minister was back in 
London, the lesson of the whole situatkav was 
again.enforci'd in an artich' pointing out that 
the difli(ajlty was not m<'ndy an Irish one, but 
had widespread ramitications with bearings oo 
our foreign policy anil on the conduct of the 
w ar. 'f’lic dilticulty, it wius jiointud out, was : 
lo jirovent tin* .Iristi pr.iMem fr.nii rumiilicaiing eiir rrla- 
I inns wit h noutral countries, and ospocialiy with Amoricn. 
Js't tliore bo no misundorsiundiug about the importanoo 
ot t his last pioco of work. The executions in Dublin, few 
Hs ttiey were by comparison witli the ghastly deatii-roll 
wliieh ttic rebels causcil, have iuul Die worst po.ssil>te 
elTect across tho seas. Our Wttshington Correspondent 
tins loft no doulit of tlio imprOBsion created oven in Die 
inindH of Diose Americans who are liost disposed towanfs 
1 his country. A legend is already in existence in Jrelanil. 
and is iu danger of becoming hintorical, to tho effect tliut. 
a few tiarmloss idealists. Kgliting heroically for their ideal, 
have been butohorod in cold blood by on overwhelming 
and vindictive Army. Nothing in the foots can jtistify 
the propagation of this travesty of tho truDi. But it 
exists, it is characteristically Irish, and its strength is 
very largely due to the folse perspective with which the 
(lovernmeiit Diomselves hove distorted the picture. 
They deliberately and most foolishly minimized a ghastly 
outbreak in tho first instance. In spite of innumerable 
waniiiigis, they were reluctant to allow tho truth to get 
abroiul. Is it surprising that the authentic news of tho 
e.xecutions, slowly doled out, was thought a startling 
I'onlrast to the trumpery affair of which tho first olficial 
bulletins Itad spoken ? Whatever else ho does, Mr. 
Asijuith must lose no time in correcting this blunder, 
'rite naked facts, honestly told, should be sutficient to 
iireak up the Uorraon-lrish coimoxion everywhere. As 
things stand at present, we run a serious risk of cementing 
it by sluxtr inept ititdo. 

Aufl, again, it was insistotl, the UlstiT 
(liflinulty had to be faced first if there was to 
bo any settlement at all: “ Above all, I'lster 


wants to be left alone, and, therefore, we repeat 
that•the'tpractical line’of advance is to settle 
first the outstanding geographical dispute 
between' Ulster and the rest of Ireland. A 
prompt agreement on this point between Mr. 
Redmond and Sir Edward Carson would help 
the* solution of many other difficulties.” The 
referenfte to the liitch of “ two years ago ” in 
T/ie Times article pointed, of course, to the 
break-up of the Buckingham Palace Conference 
immediately before the outbreak of war. 
On JiJy 21, 1914, tho King, knowing of the 
peril that I then threatened tho Empire, made a 
personal attempt to bring about some* agree¬ 
ment between parties in Ireland. He summoned 
tlio loaders to Buckingham Palace, where, for 
four day.s, tho question was threshed out in all 
its tt.spect.s. Mr. Kedmoiid, it was understood, 
was willing to concede four Ulster counties 
which should be cxcluilod from the’scheme of 
Home Riilo untlt'r a Dublin Parliament, Sir 
Edward ('tu'soti claiming a “ cleaii cut ” for tlie 
whole of Ulster. T'ltimati'ly tho Confcrenco 
broke up on .Tuly 24 having,arrived at “no 
ngrei'ment cither in principle or in detail.” 
'I'wclvo days later wo were at war, and, although 
the Home Rule Bill was. put on the Statute 
Hook in September, it was subject to a definite 
pledge that it was not to come into ojferntioii 
till after tho war and till some scheme had been 
adopted fi.ir tho settlement by consent of the 



ARMED CIVIL CUARD. 

'' A iiuard, fully armed, established in Dublin to 
accompany the police on their round of duty. 
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“ left ^wo ytee etgOi” aad it ^iv«a )he«« tlu^ it 
was bakSn lip. WEr. Lloyd Oeo(f|^ was 
entrusted by the Cabinet with 4^e oondiuct 
of the negotiations, and in a few days 
it was announce^ that Mr. Redmond and 
Mr. Devlin on the one hand, and Suf Rdward 
Carson and Colonel Craig on the other, had 
arrived at an understanding which they felt 
justified in submitting to their followers for 
ratification. The Ulster Umonist Coimcd was 
summoned by Sir Edward Carson to meet in 
Belfast on Juno 6, and Mr. Redmond, on Ins 
l>art, arrangexl for a meeting of the Irish Parlm- 
raentary Party in Dublm on the 10th It soon 
iHicame known that the basis ot stttlomont 
arrived ot was the speedy coming into ojioration 
of the Homo Rule Act, subject to an Amondmg 
Act that would jirovide for the exclusion from 
Its opoialiou of the six Ulster counties of 
Down, Antiim, Derry, Armagli, Tyiono. and 
Korinanagli, with tlio cities of Belfast, London¬ 
derry, and Nowiy. Tho Ulster Couni il a< cepted 
the s(h(ino on the imdeistanding that it was to 
be a “detinito” settlement; tlu lush Pnilia- 
luentary Party, whose mi'eting was followed 
by a “ Conlorence’’ m Belfast ot Hutionulists 
from the six exelnilod Ulster < ounties, hi < < jited 
it on the understanding that th( settlement wus 
only for the duration of tho war, which was to bo 
followed by an Imperial Confereme to consider 


and decide the whble queatian.ol 
ship of tlw oonstituAnt parts of tbs il^pire to 
each other. There was some '’^Tangling over 
these dilferenoes of opinioa^r of expression, and 
tho misunderstanding involved a ministerial 
crisis and the resignation of Lori Selbomo. 
Some sections of tho Irish Nationalists also took 
exception to Mr. Redmond’s “surrender” of 
Ulster, whilst some Southern Unionists pro* 
tested warmly against their “ abandonment.’ 
But, on the wliole, tho leaders kept their 
follow'ors together, and on July 19 tho Prune 
Mmisioi announced that a Bill on the lines of 
tJioRodmoad-Carsonagreeintnthadboeiidraftod 
and woulii be laid befoie the House oi Commons 
Tlien, liowovir, in cirenmstanc‘s which must 
hero bo loft for subsequent distussiori, tlu difti 
cidtioa again lx eanu scrums. On Julj 24 
the Prime Munster statod in the House of 
Commons tluit tho Bill must bo postponed, sine o 
the Coiomiuent did not seo its way to j)iof<i>d 
with anv Bill “ m legal cl to which there does 
not ajipcar befoieliand to bo a prospect ot 
siihstanliiil Hgreeiiunit botwoeii all the priiii ipal 
patties comornod ” Mr .Vsijuith oxjiiessed tin 
hope tliat tho disiigieement would be only 
tempormy, and he leiKwcnl tlio ayipotil “ihaf 
wo should heuit and soul on nil sales endni\our 
to biiiig about an aiiungomciit wlucli will 
redound, wo behove, to tho good of Tioland and 
to llu sti( nglh and safety of tho Kiinnio.” 



INSIDE THE FOUR COURTS, DUBI IN. 
A barricaded door ai left by the rebelt. 
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CHAPTER CXXXVI. 


THE WESTERN FRONT DURING 
THE BATTLE OF VERDUN. 


STRATEfiY OF THU Al LIE.'^ t'.Vl\SES OF BRITISH INACTIVITY -SiH DoiKJEAS HaIO’s DESPATCH OI 

May 19, 1911)—I’osmoN of the (Jerman Ar.mie.s from the Sea to the Somme—Extension oi 
British Front Analyses of the Fioiitinc from Febritara' to April—New Weapons anii 
Protective Devices—Steel Helmets—Wonoerfcl Work in the Air- A Rcssian Continceni 
IN J'rance. 


I N (nmplpr CXV’I. wo hroughl the. naiTati\<' 
of tlio lighting on the. Westorn Front ilown 
to llio Battle of Verdun, tlio oiioning phast's 
of whioli (o tlio end of April liavo been 
ilosoriliod in (Tiaptors CXXIIJ ami t'XX\'. 
'Dio Battle of Verdun to some extent inadi- 
onlookers forget that to west, nortlowest and 
soulh of it, from Switzerland to the sea. the 
heavy ami field artillery were seldom, if ever, 
•silent for any long intiTval, while homhing iiiid 
mining ojierations and flights and duels of 
airmen wito the rule and not thi- exception. 
'Die daily <•aHuult_v lists, if not very numerous, 
showed at any rate tliat there,were eontinuous 
encounters with the (Jerinans, altiiough none 
of those was of any magnitude. Between 
February 21 and the end of April, 19lti, how¬ 
ever, the (Icrmans did not venture to take 
the offensive on a large scale, exeejit in tiu' 
Verdun region, and the Allies, who had learnt 
from the Battles of the Champagne Pouilleuse 
and Loos not to attack seriously until they were 
provided with an adeciuntesup))lyof nmmunil ion 
and troops in siilHeient numbers, were eontiTit 
to parry the Crown Prine(''s efforts against. 
Verdun and the not very serious thrusts 
against the French jiositions in the Champagne. 

Time was on the side of the Allies. Their 
national resources in men and material would 
eventually bo for greater than those of the 
Vol. VIII.—Part 104. 


Central Powers, and there was no military 
rea.son why they should be drawn into a pre¬ 
mature offensive, whieh, if unsuccessful, might 
lower their prestige among neutrals and cause 
disappointment in the British, Fren<-h and 
Italian nations. It wa.s their best plan for the 
moment to play a waiting game. Owing to the. 
immensely inerea-sed elTioieiu-y of the British 
and French heavy artillery, tlu' defender was 
not, indi'ed, so favourably ])laced a.s he had 
been in the comparatively recent jiast, but the 
offensive is generally a more costly o]ioration 
than tlu' defensive, and thus the obvious policy 
of .loffrc wa.s to let the Cermans exhaust thiMu- 
sclves by continuing tlieir moil-hiill-like rushes, 
wliich siiR'c they- had been repulseil at the 
Battle of the JIarne had always ended un¬ 
fortunately for (k'nnimy. Every hour in(Tea.sed 
the gap of time betvvi'cn the days M'heti the 
Teutonie Iioriles, huoy'od up by the mi'mories 
of ()ravelol.t.e and Sedan, bail riw-hod the out¬ 
skirts of Paris. Psy-ehologieally the Kaiser’s 
troojis were weakening and the pressure of the 
Allied fleets was gradually but inevitably 
diminishing the physical strength and the 
material resources of tlio armies and peoples of 
the Oemian and Austro-Hungarian Emperors. 

Accordingly, no incident of great iinfiortance 
occurred on the Western Front during the last 
day.s of February and in March and April, 191(1, 
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except at Verdun, where the outcome of (he 
German nttaeke was small and eonipletely 
insignificant considering the pri<-«' paid for them. 
This abatmee of spectacailar incidents prodiwed 
a false impression, especially in France, « here 
a rumour, which probably originated in Ger¬ 
many, began to circulate that tlu! British Arin> 
was not doing its fair share. Sir Douglas Haig, 
in his dispatch of May 19, 191(1, snfliciently 
dealt with this rumour. 

“The only offensive effort fhe said] mode by 
the enemy on a great scah' was directed again.st 
our French Allies near Verdun. The fighting in 
that area has been prolonged and severe. The 
results have been worthy of the high traditions 
of the French Army and of great service to the 
cause of the Allies. The efforts made by the 
enemy have cost him heavy losses both in men 
and in prestige, and he has made those sacrifices 
■without gaining any advantage to counter¬ 
balance them. 

“ During this struggle my trfiops have b«>en 
in readiness to cooperate os they might be 
needed, but the only assistance asked for by our 
Allies was of an indirect nature—viz., the relief 
of the French troops on a portion of their 
dehmsive front. This relief 1 was glad to be able 
to afford. 

“ Its execution on a considerable front, every¬ 
where in close touch with the enemy, was a 
somewhat <lelicate operation, but it was carriixl 


out with complete succe.-s, (honks to the cordial 
cooperation and goodwill of all ranks concerned 
and to the lack of entcrpri.scf shown by the 
enemy during the relief.'’ 

While the Battle of Verdun proccede<l the 
British, who had already replacisl the Frcruii 
from a point north of Hcbiitcrne, through 
Albert to the heights north of the ISomine, took 
over the Arras salic-nt, and occu])icd Loos, the 
plat^'au of Notre Dame dc? Lorette, Souchc/., 
(he Labyrinth, Arras itself and the (rcnchc.s 
south of it to the environs of Hidniterne. In 
March, 191(1, the Armies conunanded by Sir 
Douglas Haig extcndetl from the Yjjerlec 
Ganal north of Vjires to the banks of the 
Somme, That tlie French troojis thus released 
from the Arras salient hod a material influence 
on the Battle of Verdun is shown by General 
Joffre’s reply to Sir Douglas Haig’s telegram of 
congratulations. “ The French Army,” said 
.Toffre, “ is confident that it will obtain results 
[at Verdmi j from which all the Allies will reap 
an advantage. It remembers also that its recent 
call on the comradeship of the British Army 
mot with an immediate and complete response.” 
The “ Ordre de Bataille ” of the German Armies 
north of the Somme, published by The Titnee 
on April 17, 1916, a copy of which is reproduced 
at p. 476, broatlly indicates the share token by 
the British in the'campaign at. that date. 

From the Somme to the North Sea the 
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(ierman High<»r Command had disi^OHod, in scale, such as that of Verdun, has been foughi 

addition to over 3,000 guns, 40 German <turiug the past five months, nevertheless oui 

tlivisious (excluding the cavalry), numbering in troops have been far from idle or inwdive, 

all probability not far short of 500,000 infantry. Although the struggle, in a general sense, has 

and altog<ithor sonns 800,000 soldiers. The not been intense, it has been ev(frywhere 

Times Military Correspondent, in an article continuous, and there have been many sharp 

accompanying the map, pointed out that facing local a<itions. 

the French and Jlolgian troops on the left were “ The maintenance and repair of our defences 

only the Naval tJorps with two anil a halt alone, especially in winter, entail constant 

Iwandwolir and Ersatz divisions. All the rest heavy work. Bad weather and the enemy 

of the available German forces in this jiart of combine to flood and destroy trenches, dug- 

the theatre of war was in front of us, while the outs, and conununications ; all such damages 

one cavalry and eight infantry divisions kept in must bo repaired })roin]jtly, under fire, and 

reserve could bo rapidly moved up to any point almost entirely by night. 

of t he German front, whether for attack or “ Artillery anil snipers ore praitically never 

diifence. It was also significant that, with the silent, patrols arc out in front of the linos every 

exception of one Landwehr ilivision, tlie night, and heavy bombardments by the artillery 

remainder of the Germans, including the of one or both sides take plai-e daily in various 

divisions in reserve, opposing the British wore parts of the line. Below ground there are 

“ good Active an'I Re.serve formations ”—troops, continual mining and counter-mining, which, by 

in The Times Military Ckirrespondent’s opinion, the ever-present thri'at of sudden exjJlosion and 

“ at least as good as t hose assailing Verdun, and the uncertainty as to when and where it will 

bolter than any other in West or East.” fo take jilac-e, causes perhaps a more constant 

hold fast this huge army—in mimbors consider- strain than any other form of warfare. In the 
ably larger than the whole of the army led by air there is seldom a day^, hoivever bail the 

NajKiIeon into Kussia in 1812 and infinitely weather, when aircraft are not busy ri'coii- 

better eipiipjied than that historic host--was noitring, photographing, and observing fin', 

no light titsk. In general terms Sir Douglas All tliis is taking placts constant ly’ at any hour 

Haig described the nature of the struggle: of the day or night, and in any part of the 

■‘On the British front no action on a gteat line. 
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\O0icial Phi^oeraph. 

BRITISH TROOPS IN A WOOD BEHIND THE TRENCHES DURING A GERMAN 

BOMBARDMENT. 
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THE GERMAN ARMIES FROM THE SEA TO THE SOMME IN APRIL. 1916. 
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■■ Jn short, although there has boon no groat 
incident of liistoric importance to record on the 
British front during tho period under review, a 
steady and continuous fight has gone on, day 
and night, above ground an<l below it. Tlio 
oomparativo monotony of this struggle has Ixeii 
relieved at short infervals by sharj) lotail 
actions, some of which, although individually 
almost insignificant in a war on srich an immense 
scale, wouhl have boon thought worthy f)f a 
separate dtspatch iind('r dift<^rent conditions, 
wliile their cumulative elTect, though ilillicult 
to appraise at its true value now, will doubtless 
prove lu'reafti'r to ha\e been considerabU'. 

“ One form of minor a<'tivity descrx’es special 
mention namely, the raids or ‘cutting-out 
partic'S ' whi<'h are ma<te at. h'ast twice or thn'c 
times a wc<^k against the enemy’s line. They 
consist of a brief atttu’k, with some sptsaal 
object, on a sisdion of the f>pposing trcaiches, 
usually carri(sl out at night by a small body of 
men. TIk' <'haraeter of these operations - the 
preparation of a road through our own and the 
enemy's wire the crossing of the open gromul 
unseen -the pi'iictration of the enemy's trenches 
-t he hiuiil-to-haud lighting in the darkimss and 
the uncertainty as to the strength of the 
opposing force—give [)eculiar scope to tilt' 
gallantry, dash and ipiiekness of decision of tlw 
troops engageil ; and nnu'h skill and daring are 
fr spieutly ilisplayed in these opc'rations. 

"The iniliatixs' in these minor operations 
was tak<’n, and on the whole has be<‘n held, by 
us; hut the Ocrin'ins have ris'i'utly att.('in]>ted 
SOUK! hold and yell-eonet'ived raitls against our 
lines, many of which liav<' hi'i'n driven hiu-k, 
although .s!ane liave succeedi-d in penetrating, 
as has Ix'cn r<!porfe<l by jne from time to time. 

“ Tlx' work of t lie Tunix'lling Companies calls 
for special mention, liiereaseil mining as!tivity 
on the jiart of the enc'iny has invariably been 
answc'red with c!iderpris(' <‘omhinetl with nn- 
tiriitg energy on the j>art of our inirx'rs, wlio in 
carrying out <lutios always full of dangt'r have 
shown that they possess in the lu'ghest <legret> 
th<! (pialities of courage, p<!rseveranee and 
self-sacrifice. Their importance in the pre.sent 
phase of warfani is very great.” 

An extra<!t from a, letter written by an oI1icc!r, 
who for liis gallantry obtained tlx! Military 
dross, will bring home to the reader who has 
had no ex|x'rience of nxxl<>rn warfare wliat our 
nx'u are doing and sidTering : 

” Tix' first night- we were fcrocioasly hated 
at 7 p.m., hut last night wo got a tearful 



BKI'I'ISH TROOPS WITH BOMBS. 

In a German crater after a mine explosion. 

drubbing from 2.10 a.in. to 2.30 of rapid of all 
sizes. The place simply raiix'd metal. Tho first 
shell woke me up, au<l 1 spent this time alone 
in ntt<!r darkness prone tai the ground and 
tru.sting to sauflhags. a (ilank and iny stciel (!a|] 
to stop direct hits from six-inchers and c-riinip 
shraiJiiel. W'lien at last it was over, ,I heard 
whistles atxl shouts and shots, tiu'iaxl out tho 
rest of my plat<x>n and rushed mit to find my 
screen, which I happen to have f)ut |t>0 yards 
in front of the woo<l, retreating through tho 
wood in tltsonler. The Huns had shclieil tho 
wood wickv'dly, and tho moment the barrage 
was lifted on to the causeway, while jjiy unfortu¬ 
nate s<-r<'en was still playing tiger-rugs srs the 
shells screamed over, the Jliins rushed on in three 
partii'S - Hilt men in all—and sonu'ev<'n got to 
t he wixxls before my screen could get in. Tlio 
latter were ord(!r<'d to fall back on tho wood if 
attacked, b\d they were so overwhchnc<l that 
they had to <s>me right ba<'k before we knew 
W'herc- W(' were. I met them at tho bi'idge they 
had to cross, and though they were in disorder 
and straggling ov’cr one by one while the wtxxl 
craslxsl wdth bombs, I managed to rally them, 
and w(! lay down on our side of the first stream 
and s(X)n had a vigorous riflc! aixl machine-gun 
firc! raking the wxxxls. Jlauj- hiul to fight (heir 
way bwk hand to liatui, and sx'vcral were 
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British troops filling sand-bags. 

AFTER DARK BEHIND THE 


wounded. As the H utis cdiarged, tliey made the 
most hellisli scrennting row I ever heard, and I 
shall never forget it. Imagine 1(50 men almost 
mad with fright and breathless trying to shout 
‘ Vaterland ’ through the dark night, and then 
the H(!reams and groans and erashes of bombs 
in tlw? wood just across the brook. We bnggtxi 
s('ven prisoners, who fought like tigers by all 
reports, and ruslMHl about the wood like 
maniacs, jabbering Hiuini.sh and crackling the 
reiwls and bashes. It was 160 to .30, but we 
made a rush and withdrew over the bridgt*, 
which we pulled back, and then 1 made the 
fellows stop there whatever hnpj)on«Ml. We tri('d 
to ’phone S.O.S., but (he wires ha<l been cut 
by shells. Two of my machuie guns crockeil 
and only one was in working order; this 
one and our rifle-fire held the Huns up and 
gave them a nasty raking, although we w»»ns 
heavily shelled as we lay in the open, and a 
barrage of crashing fi’O shrapnel swept the 
causeway. We scratched ourselves a few odd 
scraps t)f cover or crept into shell-holes, luknging 
on while I tried to got more macsliine guns and 
guns to strafe the woods and prepare my 
counter-attack, for I was determined to retake 

it at all costs. Captain-came up with two 

sections of another platoon and these fresh men 
were very welcome. The slightly wounded 
stuck it splendidly. At this point he took 
over for five minutes while I went biu-k 


to report. ... I mnniig<‘d to collar 
two mtwdiine guns, but nothing more. Whi'ii 
1 <^ame bac^k we managed to put the bridge 
across again, ami 1 a«'nt a [)ntrol over to 
reconnoitre. They jolly soon got bombs about 
their ears and came bm^k reporting the obvious 
fact that the wood was full. A\’e let everything 
rip for a minute or twf>, rallied the men, and 
streanu'd over the plank bridge, while the hea\-y 
shrapnel with its deafening crash, black smoke 
and patterijig bits of iron, made the plat'c a ladl. 
By now it was dawn, and as our bayoni'ts 
gleamed in the faint light and whatr looked like a 
crowd of shadowy devils streamed over the 
brook under the enemy fire, most of the Kritzes 
got cold feet and carried their wounded away. 
One woimded fellow (whose button 1 sent you) 
phiekily wont on firing and bombing as he lay 
by the bridge-head. We bayonehtd him, 
chased several others out of the bushes, and 
lined the opposib' bank. I then took forward a 
small party and found a dying Hun. made one 
or two syrnpathetu! remarks m bad German and 
got out of liim that most of the others had gone 
home, and then he na-poohed. Wo advanced 
over the marsh, in places waist deep in mud, and 
the Huns cleared out. lluring this advance w(' 
were badly shelle<l and a six-inch Jack Johnson 
landed within six yards of me, blowing a huge 
hole in the marsh j\iBt by, and making me bile 
my cheek. About this time my platoon ser- 








A ration-party caught in the open by an enemy star-shell. 
BRITISH FIRE TRENCHES. 


poant - -ft splonclid follow- got a shrapnol in the 
hiwk, a fow others wore llit, but wo wont 
through. My [)arty th<'n .scoured tho phu-e 
f<>r our missing and foun<l a (wp with the badge 
torn out but with name of the man, so we skirted 
round the outside of the wood and joined tho 
centre party. The sholluig now ceased, and wo 
went back to the marslies to hunt for stage 
property. 

“ As I was searching tiie ilead for docu¬ 
ments, I lieard a weird noise on my rigid, 
siiouting and doul)ling and iiigii jinks as though 
a. iiaro was running througii our ca7uji. 1 
found a wretciiod Hun yc'lling out all kinds of 
rot. Wlien 1 went up with my re\'olv*!r his 
fa<;o wivs khaki and his hands trembled vio¬ 
lently as he held them up. And then there 
occurred a little comedy. Striving to remember 
dor, die, das, I advised him to behave tpiietly 
{most unnece.ssary) and then took his arm and 
began to stroll back whih> 1 held my revolver 
at his chest with the other. I lu'ver knew tho 
fiumy picture.s were so true before. Ho was 
tall and tliin and squinted wickedly, and witli 
liis two hands up—if only I were an artist, I 
could make you laugh for a month. As tho 
poor wretch was so frightened, I put my re¬ 
volver back and tried to talk to him, but he 
was too frightened to say anything coherent. 
He managed, however, to stutter out ‘ nong ’ 
when 1 asked him if he sprach Franzdsioh. 1 


soon handcil him over to someone else, and 
searc-hed tho wood again for wounded, j)ri8oners 
and material. We found eight Mauser rifles, 
throe excellent w'ire-cutb'rs, two dead Huns, 
three largo land mines iind about thirty bombs 
besides other trifles. The prisojier law siiw’c 
told us tliat there were 100 of his crowd, and 
two sections of onlinary infantry. Tliis party 
had come to blow up our (aiuseway with these* 
mines, an ambitious scheme that fell through 
rather badly. I ha\'c no doubt they'll try again 
and probably in even larger rmmbers. Our 
losses were 17, only one of whomwa.s killed out¬ 
right. 

“ Going under slirapnel fin* in the open is 
very strangi*—one's chief worr^- is the absurd 
size of one’s legs, and I’ll swear that I sub- 
cons<!iously tried to tuck them away under my 
steel helmet, needless to say, without success.” 

We will now record tho main events l>otween 
February 21 and April 30 on the front from tho 
North Sea to the Somme, then from the Somme 
to the ea.st(*rn skirts of the Argoime Forest, 
and finally from the south of V'ordun to the 
Swiss frontier. 

On the Franco-Belgian front, which extended 
from tho sea, near Nieuport, to a point on the 
Yperlee Canal, just north of Ypres, there was 
comparative calm. Tho Germans were not 
inclined o repeat their error of trying to reach 
Calais by an advance through Nieuport, Furnes. 









BRITISH MONITORS OFF THE COAST OF FLANDERS, 
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or Dixnuiclc, and tho policy of tho Allies, for the 
inonieut, was to remain on the defensive in this 
area. The fighting, therefore, resolved itself 
eliielly into arlillery duels, some of which, as 
those on March 1, March 18, and April 23, 
were very intense. On Monday, Ajiril 24, 
an allied squailrou, composed, luuiording to tho 
Oermuii account, of moiiilors, destroyers, and 
large and small steamers, which were apparently 
searching for mines an<l laying out buoys 
preparatory to a bombardment, appeared off 
the coast of Flanders. The buoys wore used 
to mark oft Dutch territorial waters. Zeebrugge 
was bombarded, w'ith what result is uncertain. 
If the (iorman report is to be believed, three 
(.ierinan torjiedo-boats attacked our sliips and 
rcturneil to port undamaged, while a Hritisb 
destroyer was injured and a trawler sunk, the 
crew being caiitured and taken to Zeebrugge. 

On the Hritisb front, from the (mint where it 
joined on to the Franco-H<‘lgiau tones, down 
to the heights above the 8omme, the situation 
in the last wi'ek of February and during March 
and April was very dilTerent. 'J’he Yjires 
salient was, as ever, both a vast shell-traj) and 
the theatre of numerous combats wliitdi in our 
colonial wars would hav<' been de.sigiiated 
battk's. On Sunday, February 27, a (lerman 
attni'k on the trenehes nortli of tJie '\'()res- 
Comini-s Canal was rejiulsed. A few days 
later, on Thur.sday, .March 2, it was our turn 
to taki' the otTensive. 

The reader will remember that on February 
14 the Cermans had captured part of a narrow 
ridgo tliirty to forty feet high, covered with 
tns's, on th(^ northern bank of tlu^ Canal, 
running outward into the Cerman nroa. Our 
trenches passed over the easti'rn part of this, 
which was known as “ The Hhiff." Tht' 
enemy on the I4th .seiaireil .some li.')l) yards of 
our front-line trenches. 'I'wo of the.se trenehes 
were at onee regained, but the others in spite 
of several counterattai’ks, remaiiK'il in thi‘ 
possession of the Ci-rmnn.s, who, anticipating a 
reni'wal of our offensive, dug t hem.sel ves in 
with (leculiar thoroughness. A large numlx'r 
of guns wert' collected in the vicinity to dehigi^ 
our troops with shraiinid and liigh-cxfilosivi^ 
shells if they advanci'd. A similar conei'iitra- 
tion of guns took (ilace behinil the Hritisb line, 
find for several days tlie garri.son of the dug-outs 
and trenidies on "'I’he Hluff w'as lu'avily bom- 
bnrchxl. On Mandi 1, betwci'ii a and tf ji.m., 
our bombardment bec-ame, literally, birrific. 

It was accompanied by a hail of bombs thrown 


by hand The enemy, ex()ecting an attack, 
a)Ji3eared to have been ordereil to deliver one 
thomselves, but the men i-ould not be induced 
to leave their refuges. During the night Hritish 
machine-guns (ilayed ceasolossly. From a 
distaiKS! tho position of “ThoHlulT,” veiled in 
mist and darkness, was indicated by abru()t 
and continuous flashes of oranget light. A red 
sun rose ovi'r a elum[) of trees on the horizon, 
and by its light high above the frosty fields 
tho enemy aeroi)lanos were seen vanisliing 
upw'arda to avoid tho bursting of tho shells 
ascending from th(! anti-aircraft guns. Our 
men, with their heads pn)fected by the new' 



AT SOUCHEZ. 

A French soldier crosslnif a narrow part of 
the river. 


sfi-el helmets, which were now being tt-.sfed for 
the first time on a large scale. waite<l tiu' word 
of l•ommand. 

Till' attack had bi'iai organizeil with minute 
attention to tin' most trivial details. Kach 
hotir, on four occasions, btirsfs of firt- frfim tl;., 
guns and ntortarj- had kef»t the Cermans in a 
state of neiwous (>xei(emeiit exjtecting tho 
charge. At 4.2(1 a.m., on itrareli 2. the a.s.sault 
was deliveretl. Sir Douglas Haig states that it 
“ was a comjil<“(<‘ surprise.” The enemy were 
foitnd with their bayonets unfixed, and many 
of (hem withouf. rifles or etpiipment. About 
Hl'fy Cermans seutthsl info a crater at the 
eastt'rn t'nd of “ The Hluff.” I'lii'y (ttit tip a 
lirief resistance and theti disappeared inf o some 
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tunnels, where they were captured at leisure. 
The attackers on the right carried “ The 
BlpH ” with little opposition. In the centre our 
troops seized the Gennan third line, and held 
it while the captured trenches in the rear were 
being consolidated. On the left our men at 
first failed to ri^ach the Gennan position, but 
a Lewis gun was brought to boar on the de¬ 
fenders by the troops in the centre, and the 
enc'my, being enfiladed, was forced to retreat. 

The German trenches were found full of 
dead, the result of the bombardment; five 
otticers and 250 men were capture<l. So 
stuiuied was the enemy by this blow, that it 



was not till midday that he made any attempt 
to recover tlie lost ground; then 51 batteries 
opened fire. At 3 p.m. a column of Germans 
advanced to the attack, but, instead of closing 
with our troops, they hurled their bombs 
beyond the British, trenches and rushed forward 
with their hands up. As on previous occasions, 
the German artillery sent a storm of shells 
among their own men, many of whom were 
killed, the remainder surrendering. Not all the 
Germans, however, behaved in tliis fashion. 
Like wild beasts at bay, w'ith bombs and rifles 
many defended to the last their deep dug-outs. 

The British steel helmet had more than 
fulfilled expectations. It was painted gniy, 
and resembled an inverted bi>wl. It was 
not so light as the French headpiece, and 
the wide, downward sloping brim—designed 
to proto<.-t tlie side and back of the neck, 
the ti'injdes and upper j)art of th<» face as 
wiill us the top and sides of th(' head— 
made it look shallower. The top was smooth 
and round, whereas the crown of the French 
hehnet prasented a prominent ridge tapf’ring 
backwards. Our helmet did not fit close to the 
head, standing away about a third of an iiudi 
all round, the weight being borne by a padded 
leather band fixed to the inner siile by a series 
of indiarubber buffers, each abcait the thickness 


IN THE TRENCHES. 

Firing a trench mortar. Smaller picture: A trench mortar and it* shell. 
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of a lead pencil, and an inch long. The buflere 
diffused and neutralised the force of a blow. 
The stool had been carefully tested, and was 
really bullet proof. The account of an eye¬ 
witness shows how imiiortant was this now 
defensive onnour. • 

1 was thin morning sliown a batch of casques from 
wuimdocl men which have been collectful from tlie fieUi. 
In all 00808 the men who woro wearing theso wore either 
uiiHcatliod or Ruftoriug from Klight conensHion ur mere 
hcolp woimUs. It is bolicvod that had they not been 
wearing 1h<‘Ko helmotK they would cither have been all 
Allied or dangorouMly woumled. One of the casques 
boars an indentation from a bca\'y blow with the bntt> 
eiiil of a Gorman rifle. The man thus struck bayonett'd 
his as.sailanl and was none the worse for the nssault. 

Another casque boars distinct ovidouce of a direct, 
hit with tlie huHinoss-end of a hIicII. Several of them 
are rt'iit by frugineiitK of shrapnol casing, manifestly 
with a for*‘(? which against a cloth cap would have hecii 
ijiiitc sullicicnl to cause fraefuro of the bone. Others 
an* piftcnl by shrapnel bullets. Most of the men who 
won* the.se Btatc that cxc<»pt for a rattling like a hail¬ 
storm sweeping (u er a galvanized roof, niul a .sudden 
cornproHsion arouiul the rirri 4»f the lu'lmet, they wero 
unaware (hat they were lM‘i»ig struck. 

Tile (flennans hml speeiul kinds of Jielinets 
for K(‘.ntri(w or snipers, and for men working in 
(he saps. One fottnd i)y the French in a 
(Jenntin treneli near Clianliuvs wn.s three-eightlis 
of an ineli (liiek, and weighed slightly nndt*!* 
fonrt(‘en pounds. Jt was <le.serihed as follows 
in The Tiincji :— 

A'- will Ih* seen by the front Hoctiori (see .sketch 1) it Is 
sha|MM| on the lower part of the right side in onjer that 
it man wearing it can u.se a rifle. In shu]>e it resoinhles 
Inill i»f the licadpieco of a suit of armour of the twelfth 
or thirtc*«*nth ei'iiluries. Although the oyediolc.s uro 
only two very muTow sliti^. about fivo-eighths of nn iinOi 
long mikI one-.sixt('cnth of nn inch wide, the wearer cmi 
see sullii ieiilly to .secure the range of the object to .sight 
lilt* rifle. 

'I’he wearer puts tht' hehiicl on like a fencing innsk, 
and is able to secure it tirinly to th<* neck by the m<*ans 
of straps (sec skcteli 2). The .steel is shaped at vurious 
angles so as to dolleet rifle and small luachine-gim biiliels. 
'IV'sIm wliieh have been nnule upon the h(*a<lpieeo w'ith 
hnllels of sinnll <'alihr<' show (hat tiu* ilesign is (*fl(*ctive. 

Our «iic.ci..sK on Marcli 2 was succeeded by a 
violent artillery <iiiel. Five days later the 
eiK'iny sprang a mine near the Yi)reM-('oniines 
railway, but no serious danuigo was iiiHicU'd 
by tbe oxplosion. In tlie vicinitj' of t he, Ypres- 
Roulers railway, south of V'erloronhoek, thi' 
British on Marcli 14 carried out a small raid 
with good r(>sult«. Noar Boesiiigho, on tlio 
Yperloo Canal, tlw're was sonu' hard fighting. 
After a, heavy boinbardinent the ciioiny rushed 
a bombing post, which, liowevor, was at once 
recaptured (March 19-20). 

Boosinghe wa.s afiproxunatcly the spot where 
the salient commenced on the nortli, St. Eloi. 
whore it. ended on the smith. At St. Eloi 
mines were (oyiloded by the British (March 27) 


and dotachmente of the Northumberland 
Fusiliers and Royal Fusiliers carried the enemy’s 
first and second line trenches on a front of 
some 600 yards. The Germans suffered 
severely, and two officers and 108 men were 
, captured. The enemy Staff at first character- 



SKETCH 1. 

isiieally admiftod tlint 100 yards of trenches 
liail been blown up, but forgot to mention tlie 
attiu-k wliicli followc^i. laiti'r (March 29) 
tticy stati'd, apparently in error, tliat one of tiio 
mine crateisi oci-niiied })y tlie British “ had been 



SKETCH 2. 

reciivireil.” By March 28 tlie total of prisoners 
taken had heen increased to five ofliiicrs and 
lO.'j men, and the efforts of tlie Germans, 
seconded by a powerful artillery, to regain the 
lost ground hiui failed. On Marcli 30, how-, 
ever, a nuue crater was, in fatst, carried by them 
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Two clays afterwards (April 1) another 
(lenaan oflic^er and four men were mado 
prisoners and early in the mcjrning of 
April 3 the above-namtioned crater with four 
more oflicjers and 80 men jiassod into the 
possession of the British. On April fi one of the 
five? main emters, now garrisoned by Canadians, 
was lost. It was recovered on the night of 
April 9. During the night of the next day 
grenade fighting continued with varying for¬ 
tune. “ We hold.” .said the British comnmniqvt- 
of (h(! 11th, “ three of the cratc'rs, but not the 
other two at ])re.s<'nt.” 

On the nth the encany turned his attention 
to tlie northern end of the salient. Tlirc'e su<;- 
cessive attacks west of the Yprcvs-I’ilkeiu road, 
which runs parallel with the Yperlisi Canal, 
were delivered. I’he CJennans for a moment 
established themselves in the tirst-liim treiccl), 
but were promptly expelled and they hdt 
behind them 25 dead and 3 prisoners. 

Wlien i>erusing the accounts of thesis minor 
engagements the reader must iie^-er forget that 
thisy were jjrei'edi'd, or suei'ceded, by gun-fire 
such as in j)a,st wars had been wont to acoom- 
]>any only pitched battles, and that between the 
infantry actions there were innumerable artil¬ 
lery duels along the whole of the vast front. 

For exam))le. Sir Douglas llaig telegrajihed on 
April 17 ; “ Heavy shelling to-ilay about N’oor- 
inezeele and Jliekahusch, and in (he urea 
between St. ICtoi and tlio I’pres-Comines 
canal." An eye-witness translated this li«-onie 
message into more picturi'sque terms ; 

It M'Hs from a liill in the inithilr <»f tliis (lelcfliihli' 
reginn limt we, hIiii were not coinlintiuit.s, were ii.llow<'il 
to wiltell the shelling which the conimMStV/rnl so tersely 
lieKcrihert. 

Ileiivv tjermun guns from soiniwvhei'e Ix-hilul the 
Messines ridge on our right were tiring right ueross 
to Hooge luid Ypres on our further left. Wo would 
hear the rour of thi' gun doiniiuiting all the rlmuour 
of thn smaller )3ieee.s, and, ns tlm great shells hurtled 
across our front they mude so itineh noise Ihnt it seemed 
alisnrd tliiit one could not sen them. Then with eyes 
fixed oti Ypres or Iloog**, we waited for tiu' explosiim. 
'I’he flight of these shells was erossed al right angles hy 
the lire of ecrtniii heavy guns of our own, which devoloil 
their ulteidion to some jdaee out heyond St. Kloi. 
As the din inereaseil it was impiissihle to tell what, 
shells eame from where or who was aiming at what. 
It was ju.st din, din. seemingly ohjeetle.ss and infernal. 
After a time Iho further ohjeets all heeaine blotted oat 
by the snioke of explosions. Y'pres retired behind a 
veil. Hooge was ipnte lost to .sight. Kyorywhere over 
each definite ohjeetive httiig banks of smoke. t)nee 
well behind Ihe enemy’s linos, over towards Hnllobeke, 
in the direction of Monin, it seemed that we had foiiial 
a magazine or ammunition store of some sort, for a 
dense eolumn rose slowly into the air, ititteh too big 
for even Ihe largest shell, and for severid mimites went 
on unfolding wreath on wreath of thick grey fumes. 

Overheod, meanwhile, the “ aerial activity” of which 
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the communique spoko continued* and aentplancH 
paNsed and repaHKect, chivsod by little puffs of shrapuei 
smoke. But prettiest of all was the Night of the Gorman 
tronoliOM where they ran in plain view by Wytschaote 
and MessiiiON. The notnmuniqui says that we Kbelled • 
the onomy*8 trenches effectively.** It certainly looked 
effective. Just where the yellow-brown lino of the 
trenches ran, vimhle to the iv^ked eye, a small white 
])uff of smoke rose from the ground, seemingly exactly 
from the trench itself. A minute later another similar 
puff appeared ,50 yards to the left, still, apparently, 
directly over the lino, 'rhen, farther to the left, a third 
and then a fourth, and so on until it looked as if somenne 
had planted little silvery shrubs all along the German 
parapets, each shrub slowly growing tidier and thinning 
out to make way for a later comer. It was, of coiirsi*. 
impossible to tell to yards or so whether the slnOls 
wore lU'tually dropping on the tren<*h itself, hu|. they 
were most unpleasantly near. And on our hilltop we 
r<’liirriod thanks that we wore not behind the German 
sandbags in the front line. 

It all ended, as those daily “ strales ” do, for no visible 
reason ; it just languished ami lafs'rt'd off into nothing. 
The same thing Is htippening Koinowlu‘r<‘ along this 
front at almost ev'ery moment. From no appimmt 
eauMo. except, that they think that perlmps tliey have 
left us alone too long, the (^neiny begin, first with a 
single gun ami timn gradually in<Tea'>:ing until a lull* 
blown “sirafi*” at its lieighl. Sometimes \vc l>egin 
Ainl jwe.sumahly w»* alway*- have at least as gotal a 
reason as they. It is eonj«‘e1 \ired that, on one sitle and 
the other, tluTo may Im‘ one life !(»st for eaeh tw'o Ions 
<»f ammunition fired away. And next day you may 
reml in the re,tnrnunique that there lias been la*avy shelling 
ir« (ho neighbourhood of Blank, orthat there was artilU-ry 
a-’livity at Dash. It is an extraordinary war. 

Tli<> fif'liliuji in ttu' St . Elrii rof'ion and at otlinr 
pciiiit.s on tlic .saliont contiinicd during Iho last 
fortniglit of xVpril. On the Ittlli, after lioavy 
artillery preparation, tlio cneniy'.s infantry 
eaiTie<] two of our craters and tlio .same day 
assaulted “Tlie IJliiff.'’ and our positions north of 
Ypres at Wielt je and on the Vpres-Langomanik 
road, 'ria'y claimed to have? oeeupieil 700 yards 
of our lini^ on tht^ mail and to iiave captured 
(hiring I he (lay 1 ollieer, lOS men and 2 machine 
guns. 

Tlu' King's Shropsliin' Light Infantry w(Tt' 
ordere(t to recover the lost position, which the 
ont'iny had been busy consolidating with fever¬ 
ish ha-ste. Xew eommimication trenches had 
be»'n cut ; machiiH? guns cn.scoiiced ; and 
loopholes j)rotcctcd by steel plates. 

On flood Friday (April 21) tlu' sky became 
ov(>relonded, and an lionr after .sunset the rain 
fell in lornaits, flooding trenebes, turning 
orators into ponds and tlie grourul into a cpiag- 
iniro. 

“ '^'on’ve got to help consolidate this trench.” . 
observed an ofli((er to one of onr men. “ Con¬ 
solidate what ? . . 'Phis porridge ! ” was 

the rejoinder. 

The mnd.was never less than kn(H(, in places 
thigh or even arm-pit, deep ; the water in the 
craters was suflicient to drown the tallest. The 


only method of advancing was either to 
crawl frog-wiso, pushing one’s rifle hefcire 
one, or else to wade with rifle carrietl above 
the head. 

Through the mky darkness, drenched by the 
never-ceasing rain, the Sliropahirc.s slowly 
moved forward. A splash and a gurgling cry 
revealed that sofne soldier liad fallen into a 
crater and was drowning. Bursting shells 
s()outed geysers of mud over the prone or 
wading men. 'J'Ik* wounded had to bo slowly 
extricated from the swamp. One nnwounded 
man stuck in the mud lay h<(lj)lesH and nndis- 
coven'd until tlm morning of April 2.5. 



lOfficiat rhtioe'aph. 

AFTER A BRITISH ATTACK. 
Wounded on their way to a dressing station. 


The alt»u-k was delivered in thnx) enluinns, 
and the diflieultifw may be imagined from tlio 
f(u;t that one of the columns took hours to cover 
200 yards. 'PIk! column on Iho right did not 
n'a<!h the enemy’s tretadaw till 1.30 a,in. on 
Ajtril 22. TIa-y took possession of them in- 
si)ite of heavy rifle, gn'iiade aial mu<‘liiia>-gnn 
lire. J.ater, cheering was heard to their left. 
'I'he centre column had rcaclaal its objective. 
At 5 a.m. th<( t'lu'iny massed lu'or a rnin«l 
eottag(' for a counter-attaek. It wtui repulsotl. 
By this time the left eoliimn had straggled up. 
Another eount«r-atta<!k failed and our line w'a." 
completely re-esteblished. 

During the action the French artillery to the 
left vigorously bombarded the sector east of 







THE CHARGE OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND AND ROYAL FUSILIERS AT ST. ELOI. 
Dashiog through the eaemy*s barbed'Vrire entanglements when they took the German first and second line trenches. 
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tho Ypro-s-Pilkem road. Of individual dml« of 
gallantry a fnw may 1 m) roconntod. 

A lanoo-corporal Hj)out hours, from 4 a.m. 
to 10.30, goUin)? a wounde<l man back a flistancc 
of 000 yards. He carried him at first, till 
wound(id in the shouldt'r ; then he dragged and 
pushed him through the mud, being, after day¬ 
light, all t he time uikU't heavy fire, and when 
he got him in was himself in a state of complete 
(‘xliaustion. A private, after being wounded in 
the knee, managed to trawl into the Oerman 
trench and n'fustui to kiave bettau.se we had 
insutticient strength, ns he thought, to hold it. 
Ho stayed there, helping to repulse two tiounter- 
attaeks, for 30 hours; and then he had to be 
carried out. on a strtdchir. Another private 
held a sap siiecessfiilly against a counter-attack 
single ha.nded. One oflieer went on directing 
tlu! attack with one ann literally hanging 
by a shred. A sergeant spent two hours on tin' 
following day iligging a wounded man out of the 
mud in daylight, being sniped at the whole 
time. A private in the K..4.M.t'. atteialed to 
hetwc'cn 31) and It) wounderl men in the open, 
being hiiu.s<'lf wouiak'il in llie heail while he was 
lining it. He went on, and afterwards orga¬ 
nized parties for bringing in isolated wounded 
left in the mud. 

“ We have Ix-en <•omJ>elled," ran tlie (lerman 
otlicial report, “ to evacuate our newly won 
trenches on the bangemarck-^'p*'*'-'* road on 
aecount of high llood.s, whielimade consolidation 
impossilile.” Probably Hritish bombs, rifles 
and bayoni'ts also contributed, in no small 
measure, to the ri arward movement ! 

On the front from St. Hloi to .Arras there was 
no co.ssation of the fighting and ctmnonading. 
In the si'ctor Iwios Arras there were violent 
engagements during the last week of February. 
On the 22nd the (iermans who the night 
before had broken the (irsi line of trenches at 
the (iivi'nchy Wood were dislodged. The 
seven battalions of the enemy had suffered 
•severely from I'urtain, rifle and nuwhine-gun 
fire. On the same dn_y the Oermans .south-etisf 
of Rocliiicourt ex|)loded a mine, but were unable 
to take po.ssession of th(' I'rator. In their turn, 
the Allies, on the 2l)th, e.vploded mines in t wo 
galleries in the vicinity of Vimy, and east 
of file road from Neuville St. Vaa.st to La Folic; 
on March 2 thi'y blew np a mini' under an old 
crater which the enemy wu.s occupying and they 
raptured the now crater thus formed. 

'I’tie same day the Hohenzollern Redoubt, 
which, it w’ill be remembered, had chei'ketl the 


advance of the British left at the Batt le of I^oos, 
w'as again and for several days aftorward.s the 
scone of a sanguinary struggle. At 5.45 a.m. 
five mines which had been placed by the British 
under the (lonnan front-line trenches wore 
exploded on a frontage which was roughly that 
of the National Oallory in Trafalgar Stpiarc. 
Down the slight, rise in the gi'ound came a fearful 
avalanche of clods, saiul-bags anil mangled 
bodies. A few minutes later Irish troops 
threaded their way through the debris to occupy 
the newly formed craters and to bomb the 
(iermans escaping into their communicafion 
trenches. The craters wi'i'c (aken with ii loss 
of only (if) men. 

The Irish were not left for long in undi.sturbod 
poss(!ssion. A deluge of shells of all calibres 
and kinds was poured on Ibis narrow spot by 
tlu' (lerman guns in the background. The 
rallied and reinforced (ierniun infantrv ruslusl 
out of the communication trenches lo reeo\'er 
tiu' lost grouinl. (Ireuades thrown bv hand or 
fired from rifles burst amotig the Irish, 'the 
(lerman snipers were busily engaged in picking 
off an,v m in w hose I)<mI\- was visible, but w ith 
grenades anil bayonet our gallant .soldii-rs main- 
t;iined (heir position. During the next fesv 
days the I'nemy <■onstantly counter-attacked 
and endeavoured by mines to ex|)cl tbeir 
assailants. In the course of the aitiiai 
niunerous feats of daring wcri' |)crformed. For 
example, a lanee-eorjioral, not content with 
throwing one bomb at a time, filled two .“and- 
bags with .some 40 grenades and burk'd the 
bags at a parly of advancing (Iermans, the sur¬ 
vivors of whom fled. On March 18, however, 
the Oermans by t'xploding mines captured three 
of the craters at the Hohon/.ollern Redoubt. 

On the 23rd we raidt'd successfully a trench 
near the Bethune • La Bassee road, and the 
enemy exploded mines north of the La Basiseo 
canal anil others north-east of Neuve f'hapelle, 
while he delivered an unsuccessful grenade 
attack north of Arras. The next day grt'nt 
activity was shown by both sides in the .secto." 
between the La Bassee canal and Arras. On 
the 2(lth, near (he Hohenzollern Redoubt, there 
was lirater fighting in which our men were vic¬ 
torious ; op])osite Hulltich the (Iermans ex 
ploded mines, but the British e.stablished them¬ 
selves in the craters; and there were tierce 
encounters south of Neuville 8t. Vna.st. At the 
beginning of April, boj h sides exploded mini's at 
t he Hohenzollern Redoubt and near the Hulluch 
fpiarries. 
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North-woRt of Lons, on April 13, a small 
]>arty raided tho Gorman front-iino trenches 
and killed some of tho occupants. Tho German 
.H<?adf|uartt‘rH Staff, three (lay.s later, reported 
that “ on both sides of tho La Bass6e canal, 
t.hor<' was artillery at'tivity and incrcMised vif)- 
lenco in mine fighting,” and that “ in the region 
of V'onacllos, a British position over 00 yards in 
extsaif was destroyed by mine explosions.” 
This untoward incident appears to have 
occurred in th(! neighbourhood of the Hulluch 
quarric's. The next tlay- -Sunday, the lOlh- 
our troojis su<!ces.sfully raided the enemy 



trenches south of the B<^thune-La Bass^e road. 
On the 19th there was grenade fighting round 
the Hulluch quarries, and mining activity there 
and south of Givenchy-cn-Gohello. On the 20th 
and 27th we raided the enemy trenches south of 
tho La Bass^e canal, and there was an encounter 
with the Germans south of Souchez. Tho day 
before the enemy had inailo four unsuccessful 
atfacks between tho La Bassi^e canal and the 
'S'pres salient near Armontiores. 

Goinciding with t he abortive rising at Dublin, 
tho Germans on the morning of the 27f.h gassed 
the Inniskillings an<l Dublin Fusiliers defending 
the “ ('halk-|)it salient” south of Hulluch. 
'I’his jioint was doubtless selected by the 
Crown I’rince of Bavaria for special attention 
b(‘eause the troops garrisoning the salient Mere 
countrymen of Casement. If they had not 
stooil firm, German wireless would have in¬ 
formed th(^ Americans anil otluT neutrals that 
the Allies could no longtr count on tho Irish 
troops. If these were the calculations of the 
German eommanders, they were woefully' disap- 
|)ointe(l. .-Ml through the pnwious day and 
night the enemy's arlilliry had been bombard¬ 
ing the area on which the British had estab¬ 
lished fhemst'lves during the Battle of Lofis. 
The Hohcn/.ollcrn Bedoubt trench<-s were 



AFTER THE BATTLE OF ST. ELOl. iOfficM Piiotoemt~in. 

Oerinan prisoners captured by the Northumberland PusiUert and the Royal Fusiliers. Smaller picture: 
Men of the ‘‘Fiffhtinif Fifth’’ returninif to the trenches. 
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lAffrr }yur Office Official Film. 

MEN OF THE. CONNAUGHT RANGERS WAITING IN A TRENCH. 


altuckcd. Between tlie Beiloubt and Htillneh 
a mine was c'xpkxled. Other mines were sprung 
iK>rth-((n.st of V'enm.’lles and north-east of tile 
T)oiil)le Crassier. Great scarlet glares showi'd 
the expectant troops in the vicinity where these 
events were happening. 

The morning of the 27th broke clear and fair. 
There was a faint breezi' blowing from the 
north-east. Suddenly, at 5.10 a.in., the Ger¬ 
mans discharged their poisonous gas, directing 
the nozzle.s of the cylinders towards the “ Chalk- 
jiit Salient.” Simultaneously a barrage of 
liM’hryinatory shi'lls was laiil down on our sup¬ 
port and reserve lines to prevent ri'inforceinents 
being sent to the assistance of the garrison. 

Out of the little satchels slung ncro.s.s their 
shoulders the Irishmen pulled their gas helmets 
which they has ily donned. In the midst of th • 
gas, which slowly drifted over anil between, 
them, they awaited the coming onset. The 
Gennans, who pose as expert psychologists, 
delayed the attack. Perhaps they calculatoil 
that tho Irish, as Celt«, would not boar the 
delay with that stolid equanimity which is 
characteristic of the English and Scotch. At 
7.30 a.m. a second gas cloud was discliarged, 
and the salient was so furiously bombarded 
that tho parapet, at its angle, was in places 
cojupletely blown away. A few minutes later 
the infantry attack was launched. If the 
Germans expected to find panic-stricken or 


friendly opponents, they were utterly mis¬ 
taken. As at Le ('ateau, and at the second 
Battle of Ypres, the Jnniskillings and tlio 
Dublin Fusiliers proved to the Germans that 
the. t^elts of our islands were ns fine fighting 
material as the descendants of the Angies, 
Sa.xons, Danes, and Ntirmans. 

The barbed wire protecting the soutliern 
side of the salient had not been destroyed by 
the bombardment. There the enemy were 
mowed down by the ra))id fire of the Dublin 
Fusiliers. Forty detid bixlies, including the 
corpse of an officer, remained hanging in the 
midst of the wire entanglement, and wounded 
crawling ba<'k and t(>rrified fugitives told that 
the attack hod failed. The assault on the 
angle and northern face of the salient was 
momentarily successful With fierce yells the 
Germans entered the trenches; but they re¬ 
mained in them only for a few minutes, for the 
Inniskillings in reserve hurled themselves on 
the foe, and at the point of tho ba.vonot drove 
them helter-skelter back. As they fled a 
macliine gun, skilfully posh'd, cut lanes through 
the flying enemy, very few of whom twcapwl 
to toll their comrades that, as in the critical 
days of July and August, 1914, the Kaiser’s 
advisers had sadly blundered when they sup¬ 
posed that the Irish soldiers were anxious to 
aban<lon the British cause. 

The lost days of April witnessed considerable 
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IRISH TROOPS BOMBING 


ttctivity OH both sidos. Oil tlio 28tli w<! raidod 
German frotit-Iine trcmchos near llie Double 
f’rassier, aivl early the lu'xt luorning, attxsr 
heavy bombardment and imder cwor of pas, 
the enemy made two small attacks opposite 
Hullueh. But their pas was driven back 
owing to the wind shifting and th<' ground 
behind the enemy's line was coloured by it 
over a front of about l,00(t yards to a flepth 
of about .’1,000 yards. Tlie Germans sulTi-reil 
a considerable number of cas\ialties from il 
and our artillery fire ; for miyiiy of them liad 
run back through the British barrage of shells, 
('ontemporancously the Gormans liberated gas 
north of the Ab^ssines-WuKaTghem road at the 
southern extremity of the Ypres salient. The 
g.rs was followed by infantry’, who wf’n' driven 
back by artillery fire and by’ British bombs 
and bay'onets. 

In the meanwhile, from Arras to the northiTn 
btiiik.s i,f the Somme, nothing otsairrtsl to 
indicato that thi' Allies proposed, as in fact was 
th(! case, seriously’ to attack the German line in 
this region. On February 27 a small Gennan 
attack south-oa.st of Allxtrt was repiil.sed. On 
th(' 29th, north of the Somme, the British 
infantry and machine guns dispersed a party of 
the enemy who atteinptixl tf) advance from 
thcur trenches, under cover of a bombardment. 
Wo raidfsl enemy trenches near Gommeoourt 
on March 23. Four days Igter the enemy, after 
an intense bombardment, att<xnt)ted to carry 


the front lino position of the .Allies between tlu‘ 
•Somme and fh<“ Avre in the neighbourhood of 
Mamsmrt. According to th(' German r(>port, 
about th(' .same time some weak .Knglish de¬ 
tachments took the off(aisivc. near ba Boissclks 
which, north-ixist of AlbtTt, was soon to be the 
scene of (h'sjxTalx’ fighting. On April 7, after 
very’ hca\y' bombardmixit. Gcnmm raid('rs 
capturcil one of onr trenches north of the 
Atigni, but were (juickly exixdled. , ]’erhaj)s 
because tliey were apj)ri‘hensive of our inten¬ 
tions at that point, the Germans, on .\])ril 11. 
again attxufiod near La Boisselh? and took 
29 ])risoners and a machine-gun, theii’ advance 
being |)receded by flights of lachryanatory 
shells. Before the action ended they were in 
full retreat. The next day, April 12, the 
British tr'onchos north-east of (tarnoy were 
vainly assaiiltxxl by the enemy’, but w’o lost 
som<! men of a parly working on the front wire. 
Near Abmiet'/.. on April 19, a hostile' raid was 
n'jnilsed. We in our turn on the 22nd raided 
trenches south-west of Thiepval. It w’ill be 
rt!coll('cted tliat after tlx.' Battle of the Marne 
the German right wing had been extended to 
t.he plateau of Thiepval, north of Albert., ami 
t hat the race for the se>a had commenced when 
Joll're di.s(!overed that the Gennans were 
slipping northwards from the plateau. On the 
occasion of the raid of April 22, 13 Germans 
were ca]>tnretl, and <nir men, by Ijombing, 
killed a large nnmlx'r of the (?nerny who had 
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AN HNKMY TKKNCH. lAJIet War Offu, Officuil Him,. 


ttiki'ii rcfnKr' in (licir diijr-nnts. Diirinp: tlin 
lust ilnvs Ilf April tlicri' was sonu' ilesiiltory 
(ifililiiijj near Kriconrt, ami on lha 27(li dclails 
of (lie l'ii‘df(ird>liir(' Ki'niinatit. with a loss of 
< i(ilit woiindod, rusliad onoiny Iroiiclics iiaar 
('ariioy. and liy (iarcc haial-to-liand lighting 
dro\i' till' remainder of (he garrison into their 
dng-onts. where they were hotnhed. 

Ih'tween the Sonmie and the jntation of the 
()ise and Aisne at ('oinpiegne aet ivity on neither 
side wa.s pronoinieed. At tlie heginning of 
•Man'll an enemy work in tlie region of 
Ifenvrainges was destroyed by the eoneentrafetl 
(ire of .several Freneh batteries. On Mareh 29 tlie 
(lennans. after a v iolent lioinbardment. pene¬ 
trated into an advanced portion of the Kreni'h 
liiai west, of V'onnanilovillers. north of f'hanlne.s. 
'I’hey were promptly expelled by a eoimter- 
attack, but, according to (he Oerman account, 
they took a captain aial 57 men |)risoncrs. On 
the Hist small |)osts in the region of Dompii'rre 
were inelTocI ually assaulted by the enemy. On 
April 19 a Oerman re<'<innaissance in the dis¬ 
trict of Hove was di.spersed by French ride tire 
before the enemy reached the wire entangle¬ 
ments nortb of Andeehy. On the last day of 
the month (he French jiositions in the region 
south of Lassigny between Attiehy and I.e 
Hamel were at tiwked: hut althiaigh the (lennans 
temporarily obtained a footing in oiai portion of 
the line, they miwle no pennanent headway, a 
counter-attack expelling (hern. 


North of the Aisne. and from the Aisne to the 
enstcin environs of Kheim.s, matters were on 
the whole livelier from February 22 to the end 
*if -April. The French artillery on I'Vbruary 27 
ilestroyed Oerman fortifications in front of 
Veiiiy.el and east of 'Froyon. and on March 2 the 
enemy works to the east of Neuville and south 
of flerry-au-Hac were siwcrely damaged by 
shell fire, while a strong (.lerman (latrol which 
had attacked one of the French posts north of 
the Aisne was repulsed with consiilcrable los 
the saiu" day. On Mareh lt> a vigorous effort 
was made by Saxon regiments to pierce the 
French line between Troyon and Jlerry-au- 
Mac. The attack was preceded by a violent 
bombardment, which lasted several hours. The 
point selected was the salient formed by 
the French trenches at the Hois dcs Huttes. 
From (he tneagre reports which were pub¬ 
lished. it appears that (he Saxons fought their 
way into the western jiortion of the wood, and, 
if the (lerman is to be belh'vcd, 

captured 7H7 unwounded prisoners, including 
12 officers, and a revolving gun, 5 miU'hine 
guns and 111 bomb mortars. The l''rench, how- 
er^er, stated that the enemy were tinally driven 
out of the po.sition which they hod taken. 
.■According to the (lennans. it was 1,599 yards 
long and 1,199 yards deep. 

Some vlays Inter. ^March 13 or 14, the enemy 
made three more attempts to carry the trenches 
on the north-west fringe of the Bois des Buttes 
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and on tho 17th an attack was iliroctod against 
a small post to the south-east of the wood. It 
was repulsed after hand-grenade fighting. The 
French artillery the same day bombarded the 
enemy po.sitions in the regioiw of Ville-au-JJois 
and Craonne. The activity of the Germans at tliis 
point was probably intended to draw the Allied 
reserves away from the Hattie of Vh'rdnn. The 
position of the French north of the Aisne, 
fighting as tljey were with a river at their back, 
had always been precarious, and a powerful 
German threat hero was caUuilated t(j alarm 


On the 11th of that month tlieir artillery 
caught a strong German column marching 
on tho. road Dos Damns and inflicted serious 
loss on it, and from the German communique 
of April 13 it would seiom that our Allies 
flelivered a gas atta(<k in the vicinity of 
Puisaleine, north-west of (tompiegne. A Ger¬ 
man reconnaissantio which on the 24th sought 
to penetrate tho French lines on the plateau of 
I’aissy was rtjpulsed with loss, and the next 
day, after artillery preparation, tho French 
carried a .small wood to the south of the Bois- 


thom. Fortunabdy Joffrc and d<' Gastoln^u 
were not Bazaine and JVlac.Mahon, and their 
wills were not to bo shaken by mere demon- 
stration.s, and it was the Frtuich who during 
April took the offensive north of tlw! .Aisne. 


des-Buttes, taking 158 imwounded prisoners, 
including four oflicers, two maciune guns and a 
trench mortar. 

The area lying between Rlu'ims and the 
Argonne had been the .scene of the offensive 
t)f the Allies and the counter-offensive of tho 
Germans in the late atitumn and winter of 1915. 
While the Batlh- of Verdun jtrogrtjssed there 
was no rest in this jairt of the battle line, 
although tho fighting had not the inteiwily 
which <'harncterizcd the struggle round the great 
French fortress. 

On tho morning of February 25 the French 
attacked and captured an enemy salient to the 
south of St. Maric-ii-l’y, taking 300 prisoners. 



BRITISH TROOPS IN A COMMUNICATION TRENCH, lOficiai Phoiofraphs. 
Taking up iron poata for wire entanglementa. Smaller picture: Using a periscope. 
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[Afkr War Office Official Film. 

WITH AN IRISH DIVISION AT THE FRONT. 

In a recently blown up trench. 


tiicludiiig .') ftflicnrs ntui Mi non-conimissionoil 
oHicors. Till- noxt diiy the Oonniwi.s endifii- 
voiirod vainly to rctako the stilinnt. Four 
more of their olIiiicrM and 20 more non-eorninis- 
sioned oftieerH fell into the liundK of the French, 
wIiOMO artillery at tlie aanu! time bomhardeil 
the works of the enemy north of Ville-.nnr- 
Toiirlx' ami in the n'gion of Mont Tetvi. On 
t ho 2t)tii the hatterios of o\ir Ally wreeked th<' 
(lermnu organizations on or about Hill lOlI, 
and, west of Maisons-de-dhampagne, the enemy 
('xplodofl a mine, th(« erat('r o! which was, how¬ 
ever, oeeiipied by the French. At the end of 
the first week of March the (’.ermans strove to 
break through the French lint's between Mont 
TStii and Maisons-de-(.lham})agne. Their flam- 
menwerfer wit*' lavi.shly ('inployed, but. met by 
a barrage of shells, the attack did not mate¬ 
rialize oxc<!|)t on the left, where, in the vicinity 
of the latter jtoint, a small advanced work, with 
-—according to the Oerman communique —2 
ofIi(.!ers and 150 men, fell into the hands of tltt> 
enemy. The next day it Mas recovered by the 
French, who captured 85 prisoners, including 3 
officers and a machine gun. The German 
counter-attor'k which followed was repulsed. 
On the 15th the French south of St. Soupplet 
carried a trench west of the Somme-Py-Souain 
road and took some prisoners. This achieve¬ 
ment was denied by the Oerman Staff, who 


asserto'l that Ihi' op('ration was unsuccessful and 
that the French had lost 2 officers, 150 un- 
woimded prisoners and 2 motdiint' guns. 

Such were sotn(> of tlu' incidcnls which 
occiwrcd in Chain])agn('. Nor was the hilly 
forest of the Argoanc. which bounded on the 
left the battlefield of N'crdnn, neglected by 
either of the opjtoni'iits in that gigantic and 
jirolonged contest. On March 2 and earlier 
the French guns I'oncentruted their fire on 
the woods of Cheppy and the German trenches 
and works north of La Harazi''e. 'I’he next day 
they also paid attention to the enemy’s position 
at the Fillo Morte, while a counter-mine was 
successfully exploded by the Fn'nch engineers 
at St. Hubert. In the Bolontc Wood (north¬ 
east of Lachalade) a French attack was, 
according to the Germans, easily repuls<>d. 

March 0 was .signalised by mutual offensives. 
In the region of Courtes Chaussees a German 
post wo-s destroyed by a mine wliich created 
an enormous crater. The French pronifitly 
organized its southern lip. The Gennans, on 
the other hand, exploded two mines be.tween 
the Haute Ohevauchte and Hill 2.35. and their 
infantry soon af:er gained a footing at fioints 
ill the French front-line trtinches. They were, 
however, ejected, and the enemy were imabli' 
to ocoujiy the craters. On March 8, it hav'ing 
been reported that Gennan motor transport 










BRITISH TROOPS ATTACKING THE ENEMY UNDER COVER OF SMOKE BOMBS. 
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was using the roatls in tJus region of Mont- 
faucon, tliosc roads received particular atten¬ 
tion from the French gunners, who, on March 
14 bomhardc<l the Four-tlo-l’aris sector, 
blowing up an ammunition depot and 
injiu'ing the enemy raiWvuys, roads, and 
organizations in the region of IMontfaiusm- 
Avocourt. Two days laps’ the French vo7n- 
tiwni</i(e ran ; “In the Argonnti we carried 
out concc'ntratc.d lire on tlie (Jerman organiza¬ 
tion to the north-west of the V’arennes Hoad, and 
against the batteri<>s in (wdion in the enN'irons 
of Montfaiieon.” 

On the IStli tlien^ was niiiK' lighting to the 
advantage of the Fnsufh in the ststfor of th<' 
(iourtes Chaussees. A few days aft<‘r\^■ards 
(Man'll 20) (Serman trenches to tlie norih-east 
of the Four-de-Paris were wrecked by arlillerv 
lire, and at La Haute ('lievauchee the bursting 
of French shells was followed by a discharge 
of sulphurous vufiours from the subterranean 
reservoirs in which (Jernian chemists had storeil 
the cylinders containing poisonous fumes. The 
ni'.xl day there W'as grenade lighting at this 
point, and the French artillery pmireil a 
destructive lire on (lerman works near the 
road fnan V’i<'nne-Ie-t'hateau to Hinarville. 
On March 2.') a Oerman trench at the (‘ourtes 
('haiis.sees was eaptlin'd. A bombing |)o.st and 
slu'lter and an enemy work north of tlie Foiir- 
de-Paris wen- destroyed by a mine on March 29, 
similar damage being intlieled on th<' iihtli at 
the Filic .Morte and Hill 2H.'i. Tlie next day 
enemy troops marching in the direction of 
\’areniies were eanght by the French artillery. 
The western spur of the Avoeourt Wood was 
bombarded on April .‘1, a bloekbouse destroyed 
iiikI an enemy ammiinilion depot blown up. 
On April 7 the fiernian rntniniiiiif/iiv, after 
mentioning that French mine exjilosions to the 
north of Four-di'-Paris had been followed by 
short encounters, anmaineed that the French 
had em]iloyed tlanimcnwerfer. Whether that 
was so or not, the Kaisi'r’s troojis had no 
legitimate ground tor I'oniplainl. By intro¬ 
ducing these inhuman and rarely “ITective 
weapons into warfare, they had laid themselves 
open to retaliation in kind. On the 12th four 
emnoyflets * were e.xplodod by th(' Frein’h at the 
Filic Mortc, the Haute-t'hevauchee, and at 
Vauqnois. After a grenade action, the sent hern 
lips of two craters in the sector of the (.’ourtes 

-j- 

• A camo»flei is n sniall iiiiiicf iatciided to break die 
enemy’s mining galleries vvitliont rlislnrliing tlie surface 
of die gruiunl. 


(.Ifiaussi'es 'were occupied by our Allies. At 
Vauqnois, on the 17th, an enemy post with its 
occupants was blown up by a mine. ^Jore 
mine fighting occurred on the 24th, when the 
French heavy gims also do.stroyed a Oertnan 
post anti wrecked fifty yards of trench in the 
.sector of the Ftiiir-de-Paris. On the 29th th« 
French, by a coup dc. 7imiu, cli'ared out a (lerman 
trench north of tlie Foiir-do-Paris anti .secured 
some jiri.soners. 

W'liat was liap|iening* east of tlie wiioded 
barrier of the Argonne on both sides of the 
Mt'iise round \'erdun has been already rt'lated 
in (’hapters ('XXIII and CXXV. Mouth of 
Vertiun, along the heights of the Meu.se, rounti 
the west of the Oerman salient of St. Miliiel, 
iJWirtiss the forest-elatl regitin between the 
Meu.se and the Moselle at Pont-A-Moiis.son, tlie 
gunners, infantrymen and miners of the 
oppo.sing forces garrisoning or [iroteeting the 
long labyrinth of tri'iiches, redoubts, and dug- 
outs seldom had rest. On February 2(5 the 
French hea.vy artillery north-east of St. Mihiel 
bombarded sheds and ilepots near V'igneulles. 
On March 2 the station of Vigneulles was 
shelled. Two fires broke out. .several trains 
were struck and a locomotive destroyed. On 
the 4th the Oermans s|irung a mine near Les 
Eparges, the hill fortress captured with siicli 
heroi.sm by the French the year bi'fore, but 
were unable to occupy the crater. 

A week or so later (March Pl) the (Jermans 
at St. Mihiel pliwed floating mines in the 
Meii.se. which it was ho|ied would be carried 
down stream by the current. Fortunately tlwy 
were fished up before they caused any damage. 
Important enemy hiitments in the Heiidieoiirt 
Wood, north of St. Mihiel, wi-re bombarded on 
the 141 h. and the station and store-houses of 
Lamarclie were set on fire by the French artillery, 
which at this I'jioch paid .special attf'ntion to 
the villages at the foot of the height.s of the 
Meuse. East of the Forest of Apremont a 
(Jermau trench and numerous jirisoni'rs were 
captured on March Ki. The next day a salient 
of the enemy’s line in the Hois de Mortmare, 
west of I’ont-il-Mousson, was carried by our 
Allies. On the .‘lOth more floating mines were 
jilaced in the Meiisi' north of St. Mihiel by the 
(iermaiis, but they did no damage. The next 
day the enemy cantonments at. X’arvinay, in 
the Forest of Apremont. were bonibariled, and 
sevi'ral ammunition wagons were exjiloded. 

On April the Oehnans north tif St. Mihiel 
once more threw mini's into the Meu.se. They 
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ON THE LOOK-OUT FOR ENEMY AIRCRAFT. HV-W/>Wogr«/,». 

On the left two French soldiers using a range finder. On the right is a telescope for 

observation. 


floated down and oxplodod on tho Fronvh 
barrage without, causing any datnagti. A wi'ck 
lat(»r (April 12) a train standing north of the 
station of Heudicourt, north-cast of St. TVlihicl, 
was successfully shelled by French long-range 
giuia. These powerful pieces were constantly 
interfering wdth the (lernian coninnmications. 
For example, on April 14 they dropped shells 
on the station of Noveant-sur-Moselle and.on 
the bridge of Coniy, north of Pont-i\-Mousson. 
Towards th(! end of .4pril, on the 20th, which 

was tho .'lOth day of tho Battle of Verdun, three 

* 

attacks wore delivered in the morning against 
the French positions at Les Eparges. The first 
two wem coiuplctely rejnilsed ; in the <s)»irse of 
the third tlai Germans carried 220 yards of 
trench, but were immediately afterwards driven 
out. This engagement was converbxl by the 
pens of t he German General Staff into a trifling 
but, on the part of the Gennans, successful 
skirmish. “ German patrols,” said these 
artists, “ advanced on the Oombres Height into 
an enemy {)osition and brought back one offuior 
and 76 men prisoners.” During the remaining 
days of April the artillery of the French was 
particularly basy; thus on the 20th it was 
effectively replying to the German trench 
mortars in the Forest of Apremont. 


In Lorraine and Alsace there was a plentiful 
expenditure of animunition and a <-onsiderable 
number of minor (aigagements, which, liki- those 
between Arras and the Somme, might or might 
not h(' the prehah' to a great offensive in the 
near future. On February 27th there was 
another of fhe interminable artillery diu'ls at 
tht' Hartmannsweilerkopf. The same day an 
enemy fletachnumt in th<i region of Senont's was 
shelled and dis|)ersed. The night before the 
Gennans had delivered on a front of a mile and 
a quarter to the south-east of CtOles in the 
valley of the Blaine, a strong attack which had 
completely faih'd. On March 1 the French 
artillery opened on the enemy’s communication 
line in tho valley of the Thur. Tho next <lay 
strong Gennan patrols attacking the French 
posts in tho valley of the Laueh were repulsed 
with grenades. East of Soppois several Gorman 
trenches on tho right bank of the Great Largus 
were captured on the 3rd ; tliis was denied, 
however, by the Germans. ,ln the middle of 
March there vnm great activity on the part of 
the opposing artilleries in the sootpr of La 
Chapelotte and in the valley of the Thur, and 
the French raided successfully the enemy 
trenches of Stossweier and Carspach. On the 
16th tho Germans attacked south of the Thur 
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French positions near B\irnhaiyjt, but, checked 
by a barrage of shells projected by the French 
artillery, they made no progress. At 7 p.ni. on 
March 18 one of the lieavy guns of the enemy 
wluch hod been detailed to alarm the civ'ilians 
of Belfort fired shells into'* that town. North¬ 
east of Badonwciilk'r at Thiaville, in Lorraine, 
•ttiere was some sov<ire fighting during March. 
The (lermans admitted that they had been 
driven from the “Shooting-box” position on 
April 4, but they <rlaiiu to have recovered it on 
the 18th. The P’rench did not admit thi.s 
reverse: according to them some enemy 
elements who had penetrateil into thc) French 
trenches were driven out by a coimtor-attacik. 
On .\j)ril 28 t he French carried a small enemy 
post in the direction of tlie Col du Bonhomme. 
On the 24th, south-efust of Biulonweiller, the 
(lermans, after an intense hondjardment, tried 
to ca))lure a French salient at La Chapelotte ; 
some of the enemy gained a footing in the 
nort h-east part of the salient, but were jn-omptly 
dislodged. A similar fate attended anotln'r 
(lerman attack north of Scsiones. The <'neniy 
lo.sses in the La (fiiapelotte engagement alonc^ 
wen' estimated at about the total losses 

of the British at the decisive battle of I'aanle- 


berg in the Boer War. On the 2Cth the (lermans, 
it they aro to be believed, carried the first an<l 
second French line upon and opposite Hill 542 
north-east of Oelles, some small detnc'hments 
entering the tlurd line of trenc.hes and blowing 
u)) numerous shelters. On the 29th they 
attempted, according to the French conitnun iqui, 
three coups-d-e-rnriin during the night; one was 
directed against the French trenches in the 
Ban-de-Sapt, another at the Tete-de-Faux, and 
the third, south of Largitzen : all tlu-cc wore 
repulsed with heavy losses. 

While th(' struggle above ground an<l \in<ler 
its surface wont on uninterruptedly, but with 
varying viohmee, the air was also embraced in 
the area of conflict. Obser\ation balloons 
ascenilcd, and airships aiifl aeroplanes crossed 
and rc<'ro.ssnd the immc'tisc front of Itnltlt!. 
The W'ar in the air cantiot Is* fully dealt with 
here, but a few incidents may be related so that 
the reader may be \-ividly remindect of the new 
arm, which ha(t had so much influence on both 
strategy an<l tiwtics. 

On February 2() nine of the French bom¬ 
barding aeroplanes travcsiled beliind the (lerman 
lines ami dropped 144 launbs on th<' M("tz- 
Sahlons station, and on the same day another of 


's 



THE FRENCH AIR SERVICE. 
At work at a balloon inflation ttstion. 


[Olficial Pholostaph. 
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A FRENCH DOUBLE-ENGINED 
AEROPLANE 

Fitted with an aircraft mitrailleuse. 

l.ho Kreiicli lun’ial s(|im(lroiis inflicttMl .similar 
damage on the enemy estahlishments at 
(■hamhloy, north-west of Pont-h-.Moiisson. Jii 
tli(‘ fortiKT raid an aeroplane wu« sliot flown hy 
anti-airf;rafl guns and two oflieers eaptnred. 
On tho last flay of February a Freneh military 
transport train was field u)) fiy a German 
aeroplane between Hesangon and .liissey, and il 
was claimed tliat the crew of the aeroplane bad 
sucff'ss ully attacked with tlicir machine-gun 
a convoy train. A flay or so Inter Knaieh air- 
Sfpiadrons wrecked the stations at. Ciiambley 
an<l Ben.sflorf and injured the German works at 
Avrieourt, nortli-east ftf Jvuneville. On Marefi 7 
sixtet'ii Fri'iich aeroplanes viere again above 
the Melii-Sablfins station, dealing (Mit destruc¬ 
tion on the trains bidow them. Attacked by a 
Gf'rman aerial stpiudron the French aviatia's 
retumefl with tht‘ loss of one aerfiplane, the 
engine of which had failed. On the 14l.h a 
squadron of eleven French aeroplanes bfunbed 
the station at Urieulles. A group of sov<>nt<'en 
on the 17th wi'rti again over the Metz-Sablons 
and al.so o^■er the Conflans station, w'hile 
another squatlron dropiierl five bombs on the 
station at Arneville and ten on the tM'rodromt! 
of Dieuze. The aviation-ground of Habsheiiu 
and the goods station at Miilhauson were tlm 


objectives of twenty-eight. French machines on 
the' 18th. The Germans assert that they brought 
down four of th.i raiders. On the IlOth the 
stations of Metz-Sablons and I’agny-sur-Mo.sello 
were attacked, and on April I anti 2 tlm 
station of Fitain, the German bivouacs in the 
neighbourhood of Nantillois. and tho village of 
Azennes and Brioulles-sur-Motme. As “ a 
reprisal for the bombardment of Dunkirk by a 
Zeppelin,” tm the 2nd. thirty-one Allied 
machines dropjxxl eighty-three bombs of heavy 
(calibre on the enemy cantonments <if Keyf'tu, 
I'k'.ssen. Terrest and Hout.hulst. Ihiring the 
night of April 10-11 a French s<(uadron bombeil 
the stations of Nantillois and Brieulles. 
.Although sonu'what hampered by an intense 
mist, another scpiadron in the small hours of 
the l.'ith—Ititli dischargf'd twelve bombs on the 
t'onihms and eight on the Arneville stations, 
si.vteen on the Kombach l'a.etories, atid eleven 
on the railroads at 1‘agny and Ars-siir-Meurth<'. 
Th" stations at Nantillois and Britailles, the 
village of Fltain, the bivouacs in the Forest of 
Spineourt, the cantonments of Vii'ville and 
Thillot were tri'ated in like fashion. On the 
night of the 2:trd-24lh forty-eight bombs of 
heavy calibn' were released over the station of 
Vyfwege, east of the Fori-st of Houthul.st, in 
the environs of A'ja'es, and jjiaees on German 
lines of communication in the Verdun region 
received attention, twenty-one shells and eight 
incendiary bombs being drojiped on the station 
of Longuyon. fivt' shells on that of Stenav, 



AERIAL DREADNOUGHT. 

A quick-firifi)! tun on a French aeroplane. 
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twelve on tlm ('ntn]).s to tlu' <(n.st of Dim mid 
thirty-two sholln on (h>rrnan ostnhlislimonlM in 
the Montfaucon region, und on tlie station of 
Nantillois. After sunset on April 2(i sqnadrons 
of Froneh ni'roplanes IoosimI thirty-si'von hondis 
of 120 inin. on ilifferent staiions in the valley of 
tlie Aire, twenty-five bombs of this calibre 
on hivoiUM's in the valley of the Orne, six 
similar bombs and two incendiary bombs on 
the station at 'J'hionville and eight bombs of 
120 mm. on the (Jonflans station. On '.riairsday, 
April 27, a Freiu-h sipmdron bomixsl the 
.station of Lamarche, in the Woevre, and on the 
night of April 27-S thc! stations of Aiidim-le- 
Komans, (Jrandpre and C'halleranges, and also 
hutments near Spin<-ourl. The ensuing night 
a factory in full operation at Hayange in 
(lennan Isuraiiie and bivouacs to the east of 
A/.anta*s were, in sjiito of very violent wind, 
bombarded by a French sijuadron (aigaged on 
it s liunilrisitli raid. 

.Vu analysis of the Knaieh, Hritish and 
<ierma.li roinntioiliiin's roxcals that, so far as 
raiding si(ua.drous wen- eoiieerued, the balan<-e 
ot activity was heavily on thi' sidi- of the Allies. 
Nevertheless, oeeasioiadly a (li'rmaii .s(|uadroii 
erossed the .'\llii-d lines. For instaiiei'. on 
-April 27 the (iermans re|)ort<‘d that the 
barracks ami station of St. Menehonld had been 
bomlxMl ami the railway line in the iS’oblellc 
X'alli'y. south of Snippes. had been liberally 
shellcil by t la-ir aviidors. 

Several of the French raids above men¬ 
tioned. aim'll at strategic points on the 
eiK'iny's eommnnications, were, it will he 
iiotiei'd. noetnrnal. The .Allied sipiadrons 
during the night were able to evade the (ierman 
ui-rial patrols. In the ilaytime that was not so 
easily accomplished, ami duels and miniature 
bitlles in the air were of freipnail. ocenrronce. 
'I'hus, on February 27, Adjutant Navarre, on a 
muno|>lane in the A'erdun region, briaight down 
by nuW'himegun fire two (Ierman aeroplanes. 
He had previmtsly aci'ountod lor tlu'i'o of the 
enemy mai'liines. On the 2!)th th<' Hritish 
a\’iators had twenty enemnitt'rs in the air and 
iSir Douglas Haig rejiorted (hat an Albatross 
was brought down south of Mcrville ami that 
another burst into llain-.'s and fell near ha 
Bassee. Our loss was only on<i mwhine. 

■■i About this date Flight Sub-hiout. Simms, 
K.N.A.S., atUujked and shot down a. hostile 
aeroplane, which fell in flames close to the 
Belgian t renches. On March 2, near Douauinont, 
the French aviator Navarre wnaiked an 



AD,IUTANT NAVARRF. (on rlfiht). 

Who brought down by machine-^un fire two 
German aeroplanes in the Verdun reffion. 

.\lbatross. ,Si.x days later fifteen tlerui'in 
111 lehines were put to flight by th(> Freiieh, ami 
two weri' brought down in t'hampagiie, three 
near Verdun. On the other hand, the German 
airman, Jai'ut. heffers, shot down a British 
bijilane, north of Bapaiime, on March l.'i, and 
over Haumont (north of Vi-rdun) a large French 
battle-plane w'lis put out of action. .About the 
.same time Lieut, (luynemer furtlii*r dis- 
(ingui.shod himself near \'erdun. Thi' limitenant 
was a notable destroyer of German airmen 
Starting on his daily hunt, piloting a new and 
smaller aeroplane than usual, but a much 
swifter machine, he noticed two German air¬ 
craft .sailing above him and placed himself 
hehind one of these. When he judged the range 
suitable he riddled the German with bullets. 
The German machino turned over and ei-ashed 
to the ground. 

After this first victofy (luynemer swooped 
down ^ou the second Gi'rman aeroplane, but 
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miHjnilgiiig his s|h«mJ, througii unfainiliarity 
with his rnacluiio, hn forged ahea<f of tho 
ffenrian after firing some seven or eight shota, 
^■hieli went wide. 'I’iie enemy, who thus had 
the advantage, opened fire on tho Freneh- 
ji>an and riddled his engine easing with bullets. 
Splinters struck Ouynemor in the face, cutting 


THE AKRIVAI. OF RUSSIAN TROOFS 
IN FRANCE. 

Faradin^ for disembarcation 
Smaller picture: The General Commandant 
welcomes a Russian officer. 

somewhat deeply into his cheek and nose, whili^ 
two hullets went through his left arm. 

(hiynemor let. himself drop like a stone for 
ahiaif 1,000 fwd, .so as to give his opjionent the 
impression that he had hroiight him down. 
Th(' German, thinking tin- battle won, jiroeeeded 
on his way. Meanwhile Guynomer ri'coveretl 
him.self, and steering liis nuicliine with one hand, 
sueeeeiled in landing within the French lines.* 
On March IH Navarnt stsirtsl his seventh 
Gia-inan tufroplane. Tin' same day an ai'rial 
«>ngag('mcnt between British and German airmt'ii 
t ook place near Ypres and La Baasee, and a 
German mat'hine was bronghl. down ni'ar 
Kadinghern. On March 30 there was another 
encounter, when we, in our turn, lost three 
TiifM'hines. In Champagne, on tho 30th, tho 
French airman, Doutrien, brought down ij 
Fokker, ami the brave and chivalrous German. 
Jjieut. Tmnielmann, east of Bapuume, got tht' 

• I'hi.s incident was rojxirted by tlio Matin. 
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bettor of a Ttritish biplane, onjitTiring its two 
oceu[)antfl. From the Ch'iinan communique of 
March 31 lie appears to have accounted for 
another—his 13th. Tlie siune day, ntiar Bel¬ 
fort, an Aviatik was destroyed by a Fiench air 
pilot. On April I and 2 Uiore were ninnerous 
encounter'!. A British bifilane was ftirced to 
desci'nd near Bollebeko in the Oomian lines ; 
a thniian machine was shot down in the region 
of Lons, and one of our airmi'n drove off five 
hostil'i machines. 'Phe next day, south of 
Souchez, a Oenuan aeroi-ilano was brought to 
(h(! ground. 

On April the Oerinan Staff jmblishcd an 
luilruthful table of the results of the iwrial 
fight iig in March. As this table is valnablo 
evideiure of the straits to which 1h(! Gcnnan 
authoritie-! were redncfsl in thc'ir (aborts to 
conctial from the (ierman and Austro-Hungarian 
)ieo))l('s the facts of the position, we repro¬ 
duce it. 



[O/lii ial Pllolograph. 

LIEUT. GUYNEMER. 

The French flirman carrying the colours presented 
to the French Air Service. 



FLIGHT SUB-LIEUT. SIMMS, R.N.A.S. 

Attacked and shot down an enemy aeroplane, 
which fell in flames close to the Belgian trenches. 


“ The following arc the lo-scs of the aerial 
battles on the Western Front during March : 




til nrrial ImHIes 

Shot liowM fruin the enrtti 

Itlissinj/ ... 

liivulmitury de.seeiU in Uerianii 
lines 


,, iKreneh iind 

Crenuan. | 






14 


I 


44 


“ Twenty-five of the.se enemy aeroplanes fell 
into our hands. 'I'hc descent of the other 
niimteen uiachino.s has been observed without 
leaving any doubt.” 

The French in their cominiiniqiie of March 30 
stated that on this one day alone they had 
broiight down six (Stirman ai'rojilaiu's and that 
two more were shot ilown by anti-aircraft guns! 

In the early part of the month a good speci- 
nu'U of a Fokker inaehine was eapliinsl by the 
British under the following amusing eireuni- 
stances : 

A slrnpping .sniilief. lui cx-fiimrdsinnn now belon^-ing 
to a signtd eompony i>f the Uoyiil Engineers, wns 
trundling along on tiis hieyete, when lie .suddenly eaino 
upon the aeene of the luigling. tie beheld an nnruplimo 
wliivli was eleurly not of British pattorn, and u well 
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swathed figurti standing by it. The idea that it was 
likely to prove an enemy machine never ontored the 
ftoldior’rt head. He frankly admits that ho took it to 
ho a JKreuuh aeroplane which hml boon forced to alight. 
Uavitig dismounted, he wont up to tho Boche with his 
hand oxtonded and a genial smile. 1'he Clorinan sliook 
it silently and sadly. 'I'ho weli-meuniug Tommy then 
began to flouiidor into ]>igoon-l’>enrlu I'lie Boehe 
iniinnuriMl and slowly wagged his head. 

Tho soldier then moved towards the machine with (he 
i lea of investigating the trouble which had brought it 
lo earth. It wnsjust at this juncture a party of Ftisiliers 
e<irmo around a bend of the road. 'I'aking in the situation 
- *a black cross aeroplane on tho ground and what was 
evidently one of its omii>ants trying to gt^t the engine 
to work again—they came on at the double, tinslinging 
(heir rides as they canto. 

The tapper's presoiieo of mind seems to have gone 
by tho board. He suspected some trick and took to his 
heels. This was nearly his undoing. H'he Fusiliers, 
concluding that ho was a Boehe trying t(» make away 
with papers or photographs, paused and let fly. JIapi)ily 
the aim was too liurried to be good. 'Jhe soldier took « 
dying 4oap into tho roadside ditch and there awaitc<.l 
eaptiuro. 

When he loarned that he had missed tho chance of 
making this fine capture himsolf single-handed his 
language wa'^ (juito unrcjjcatablo. 

The last straw was the guttural ehorfling of tho 
(rorman airman, who had ne^•er moved throughout and 
was not therefore fired at.* 

On the Sth a Fokkor w an }>rought down noar 
Esnos, and another on tho t)tl\ in Chinn])agne. 
Till! (Jerinans assert that on one of these dnys 
the French lost two aeroplanos, and that a, 
presumably, British aeroplune was " seen to 
crash to earth in the village of liOos,'’ while a 
fourth Allied niactiine fell into the Caillette 
Forest. The next day, near Badenwiiiller, a 
(iennau aerojilano met a summary fate at tlie 
hands of a French pilot. The tw o paasengers wei-e 
killed. On the 11th the British fought eight duets 
and without loss brought down one nW'hine. 

Lieut. Berthold kill(>d tho pilot and wounded 
the ohser\er of a British hiplnni! north-v. es( of 
I'eronne on the Kith. In an aerial fight east of 
Arras another British bi})hme mus reported on 
the 241h by the German Mtaff to Imvi- been 
brought down. This statement .sihiius to, and 
iloiibtless does, eonflict with Sir Douglas Haig’s 
dispatrrh of April 25. “ Yostertlay,” ho teli!- 

graphed, " there was consiilerable aerial 

iietivity. Twenty-nine combats took place. 

One of our reeonnaissani’es was persistently 
attaeked. All tlie attai^ks were drh en off and 
two hostile ma(!hine8 weri' s(!en to fall to the 
ground in the Gi!rnian lines. AH our machines 
returned safely." t 

The Fren<!h communique of the same day 
contained still more satisfactory nows as to 
what hapiiened in the air the day before: 

Near Vivii()iiois nn enriny acropliiiie wns forced to 

* Tills occurred. oi) Ajiril 8. 

t Till! italics are ours. 


laud in his liiiOH after a tight, amt was destroyeil l>y our 
gim-firi!. 

In tlie region of Verdun one of otir elia-sing anrojilanos 
brought down a tJomian aoroplano, which fell on Poivro 
Bill, 50 yard.s from our trenches. 

A third nmchino, brought down by one of onr pilots, 
fell in the Forges Wood. 

Finolly, u Fokkor, ridilled will) inachinn.gun fire at 
point-blank range by oifb of our airmen, dived vcrtieally 
in the region of Hattonehattel. 

Boring tho night of April 24-25 one of our dirigible 
nirsliipH tlirew ten sliolls of ISomm. and six shells of 
220min. on the station of (lontlnns. 

On tht! 2(»th there were nineteen comlmls on 
the British front. Gorman two-seattir lutro- 
plane was thrtie times att>M;kod by a single- 
seater British machine at. a great height. 'J'ho 
enemy pilot was shot throtigh the heart and tho 
observer through the body. Tho German 
machine erashod to the earth, with the engine 
full on, from a height of 14,001) foot. One of our 
ieeorinais,sanees was attneked by eight hostile 
aeroplanes, one of wliiefi was brought down. 
Two of our macliiiies were damaged, but all 
returnetl to their Imse. 

I’he next day (T’hursday, Ajiril 27) the 
French airmen siored four limes in duels, 
and a Fokker, fired on by the maeliine gun 
of a Nieuport, fell vi'rtieully into tlie Geriimn 
lines in tlie n-gion of Nesles-fllianlnes. Against 
th' se siieeesses must be set (it thej- really 
oecurred) tlirw: German victories in the air 
two west of the Meuse, and the tliird east ot 
St. Die in the Vosge.s. 

At the end of April an Avialik jiursued by 
French “ clm.ser-planos ” was obliged to deseend 
in the Argonne nnil jiilot and observer were 
eajil iired. In the region of Hoye one Fokker uas 
destroyed and aiiotlier for<!ed to I'lirlli, and a 
dhird near Les Eparges and a fourth near 
Douaunionl were brought down, as were two 
more of the laiemy aircraft south of Verdun, 
while the British aeeounled for a couple the 
same tlay. 'I’lie claim of the (ierinans was that 
Ineut. Boeleke had ‘‘ shot down, south of Vaux, 
his 14th I'lieniy ai'roplane.” and that another 
Friaich machine had been jnit out of action 
near Verdun. On the last day of the month 
Sir Douglas Haig rejiorted that “there were 
seven eointiats in the air, in the course of vvhieli 
oiK! hostile maeliine was driven down in the 
German lines, and a second got out of control 
and fell on tlu! roofs of Bapauiue.’’ 

During tile same period airships were not 
inactive. On April 3 one of them dropped 
thirty-four bombs on thi' station at Audim-le- 
Roniaiu ; on the 2(lth, at 12.30 a.m., a Gorman 
airship came over the Franeo-Belgian coast. 
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but fli(l no <lama({('. On (he followinj; nifflit 
(A])ril 2(( 7) tliroc Frt'ix'li diripiljlps drojjjM' 
iniiuoi'otiK honvy projectilos on the .stiitions of 
Klain and Bcnxdorf and on the Arncvilic 
Itnilwny. 

A ^rrowinn fcatiiro in tlu^ nar waa fli(^ inidli- 
))lication of captivi' ballooiia. 'Pile life of tbosc 
wlio occupied tlicir earn was |)rta'arions. N'ot 
only were they targets for artillery and rifles, but 
they wc>re fnapa'iitly attacked by aeroplanes. 
On March lo a (lennan balloon was forced by 
a Hritisli aero|)lane to desccaid ; and on 
.Ajml 2 (Matnrdny) a “ Oracbe," set fire to by a 
FVeuch aeroplaiK', wa.s Imaiglit down. On otlu 
occasions ^^•e bear of capti\’e balloons boconiing 
nninoorcd and drifting ainileissly above and 
Ix^yond their own lines. 

Nor wire the aerodromes and hangars the 
ports, ns it wore, of tla* aerial fleets - un- 
molested. Thus, on March 31. the German 
aircraft bombed the Fri'iich flying-gronnd at 
Kosnay, west of Reims. 

The counter to aircraft was tbe anti-aircraft 
giin. During this period these wi-apons, the 
ijnalitv of which was being very rajiidly im- 
|)roved, freipuintly registered hits. On .March 30 
the French “ sjjecial guns ” successfully shelled a 
Oonnan machine, which fell in flames in thi* 
enemy’s lines, east of Tahure; on or about 
April 2 a German “ Archibald ” by n direct hit 
brought dowTi an Allitxl aeroplane in flames 
south-west of Ijons. In the middle of the month, 
niMir Pervyse, an Allied aeroplane was similarly 


shot down and was subsixpa-ntly di-stroyed l.)y 
German gun-lire. On .April 24 near the cele¬ 
brated wood of Ploegstreet the British anti¬ 
aircraft guns got home on a t lennan iWToplan<>, 
the pilot ami observer being killed. It was 
obvious that the improvement of the machines 
and the consispient' increase of. safety for t he 
pilots and observers in them was being counter¬ 
balanced by the growth in numbers and power 
of the “ Archibalds ” and by the I'nhanccd skill 
of the anti-aircraft gunners. 

Among the other memorable events which 
occurred in I'Vance between February 22 and 
May 1, 11)111, must be mentioned the di-st,ruction 
of one of the t 9 wers of the Loos “Tower 
Bridge,” and the arrival in France of a Russian 
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contingent, of more units of the New Army, of 
Anziuts, South Africans, and detaclmients from 
the British forces in the East. 

On April 17 a Tintes Special Cf>iTespondent 
wrote : 

Till! tli.'‘Hppo8rant’p of anofhor Imirtinark cl the war 
roiie has to he recorded, 'three days ii«o I was in the 
Loos region, and of the nut(»rions “twin towers" one 
had disappeared. 'I’he .solitary rianainintt tower looks 
peculiarly (trol<'squo and lopsidisl. 1‘restiinably its days 
also are inimberod. 

'three days aft(>r that was penned the first 
contingent, of Russian troops landed at Mar¬ 
seilles. 'J'hcy had been transported across 
Siberia, and had travelled thents' by .sea- 
transport. from Uttlny to the Mediterranean, via 
the Suez (lanal. (lenoral .loftre, on behalf of 
the French Anny, welcomed tlicm in the 
following Or<l(;r of tint Day :— 

Our faithful Ally. Hnssia. whose armies an- aln-atly 
lighting .so valiantly againsl (lermany. .Austria, atid 
'I’ttrkt-y, has wished to give fitrUier proof of iter frietid* 
ship to Vratiee, and even more signal profit of her 
devotion to the eoinmoti eanse. 

Htissian soldiers, soleetefi from umotig the bravest 
and Ifsl by the best .known ollieors, are coming to fight 
ill otir ranks. 

Volt will weleomo them as brfithers. You will show, 
them bow warm is the feeling yott have for those who 
hove left their eonntry to fight at our side. 


On behalf of the French Anny 1 welcome the oflicera, 
non-oommiasionod otlieera, anfl men who have landed in 
Froitee. ] bow before their colours, upon which will 
soon be itiserilsid the glorious uames of common 
victories. 

The Russians were receiv'od with rapturous 
enthusiasm in what was jtrobably the oldest 
city of France, which had boon founded by 
the piont'ers of European civilization, the 
ancient Greeks, centuries before the Birth of 
Christ and at an epoch when the ancestors of 
the Germans hotl scarcely emerged from 
the Stont' Age. 'Pho newcomers hatl volunteertxl 
to tiome over to the Western Front in order to 
demonstrate to their French and British 
comrades Russia’s sjnnpathy. Among them 
was a boy of 13, Ivan by name. When tlmy 
learned on landing of the taking of 'IVtihizond 
by the Army of the Grand Duke Nifdiolas, their 
joy broke all bounds, anil they .shoutetl witli one 
tuiconi “Vive la France! “ 

Most of the Russians jiroceeded bo the 
trtmche.s in Champagne; a few of them 
travelled to England. 'J’hore, on April 28, in the 
Quadrangle of the War Ollice, Loril Kitchener 
reviewt'd a party of them, among whom were a 
number of men st-nt to EnglantI in eonnexion 
with munition work. 


END OF VOLUME EIGHT. 
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Bi^rrangc. Col. : advance across 
the desert for Rcitfontein, 
259 262 ; in touch with van 
Deventer, 263 

Berthold. Lieut.. (lerman avia¬ 
tor. brings down British 
aeroplane, 502 

Bcseler, (Jcu. von. (jovernor- 
(Jencral of Warsaw. 1.58 

Bethincourt : Krench evacuate. 
107 ; (Jerman bombardment 
of. 87 

Bethincourt - Mort Homme - 
(Jumicrcs front, bombard¬ 
ment of, 104 

Beves, Col., in command of 
I'nion troops at Liideritz- 
bucht, 245 

Birmingham, Bishop of. visits 
the Front, 328 

Birrell, Mr. ; Irish administra¬ 
tion, weakness of his, 396; 
responsible for Irish situa¬ 
tion, 469; on Ireland. 398, 
447 

Bissing. Baron von. internment 
of. 62 

Boeicke. Lieut.. (Jerman aviator, 
exploits of, 502 

Bone. Flight - Commander, 
awardi'd the D.S.O, for 
bringing down (Jerman sea- 
lilanc. 179 

Bonga, taken by the French. 302 

Botha, (Jen. : in command in 
South-west .Nfrica, 235 ; 

oO.l 


protests against Cerman 
poisoning of wells, 257; 
speech at Tsidiuukaib 
(juoted, 254: takes over 
the command at Swakop- 
mund, 257 ; on the South 
African Army, 241, 243. 
272 

Bourne, Cardinal, superior of 
Roman Catholic Naval and 
Military Chaplains, 339 
Bourtself, M. Vladimir, arrest 
of, 199 

Bouwer, Col., 259; reaches 
Kalkfontein, 264 
Brabant, French evacuate. 16 
Braithwaite, (Jommander L. VV., 
brings armed flotillu to 
Kdea, 291 

Brandon, Lieut., drops bombs 
on enemy airship, 184 
Breedt, Major, retires on Kaka- 
mas. 260 

Breithaupt, Lieut.-Commander, 
taken prisoner from L i‘>, 
182 

Brisset, Col., in Nigeria, 273 ; at 
Kusseri, 297 ; at Mora, 
Mama, and (Jarua, 299 ; at 
Yoko, 309 

Bristol Trades Congivss. protest 
against Compulsory .Service, 
127, 128 

British .Navy, in Cameroon 
operations, 286, 287 
Broadstairs, bombs dro]>pcd on, 
176 

Bryant, Lieut.-Col., in command 
of Anglo-French troo|w in 

Kamiim, 273. 276. 279 

Buchanan. ,Sir (Jeorge : freedom 
of (he City of Mosiow con¬ 
ferred on, 232: reception 
by the Duma (1914), 197 
Biiea. occupied by the Allies. 
273. 292 

Burv, Bishop, visits the Front. 

'328 

Butler, Capt. .1. F., awarded the 
V.(J. for gallantry in Came¬ 
roon Campaign. 292 
Bylcs, .Sir W.. on Compul.sory 
.Service. 130 


c 

Caillettc Wood, (Jermans pene¬ 
trate, 108 

Cameroon : characti'i-of country 
in the, 279; tJerman atti¬ 
tude towards the natives, 
289; (Jerman proposals of 
neutrality. 283; (Jerman 
strength in, 285 ; history 
of (Jerman occupation, 280- 
282 

Cam<-roon Campaign : Belgians 
attack N’Ximu, 304 ; British 
ships bombard Victoria, 
286 ; compiest of Cameroon 
and Togoland, 273 -312; 
French o|;HTntions, 302- 
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307 ; Oermans enter Span¬ 
ish territory, 310; Germans 
take the oficDsivc, 293; 
Lieut. Nothnagal’s diary 
quoted, 286, 287; Sultan 
Karnak killed, 297 
Canterbury, Archbishop of, 
visits the Front, 328, 330 
Carson, Sir Edward, leader of 
the Ulster Volunteers, 399 : 
notice of Resolution on the 
recruiting system, 144 
Casement, Sir Roger : career of, 
402-409: arrives at Wil- 
helmshaven, 412 ; attempts 
to form Irisli Brigade in 
Germany, 407 ; lands in 
Ireland, and arrest, 416; 
deprived of Knighthood, 
469 : trial, 465-469 
Castelnau, General, 27; at 
Verdun. 77. 78 

Caures, Uois des, tighting in, 
10 ; French retreat at, 14 ; 
(•erniaii bombardment of 
front. 13 

Chamberlain, Sir Neville, warn¬ 
ing against Irish Volunteers 
quoted, 410, 418 
Chan pa^ne, incidents in, 493 
Chapiaitis' Department : orders 
and recommendations issued 
to Chajilains, 321, 322 : 
organization and work of. 
313-328 

Chaulfour Wood. Gi'rman attach 
on, 79 

Chavasse, Rev. C. M., on the 
British troops, 325 
Chra. fighting at, 277 
Churches and Armies : Church 
of England, work of, 314- 
332: Free Churches, 344- 
352 ; Jews, 350-352 : I’res- 
byterians. 332-337 ; Roman 
Catholics, 337 344 ; Wes¬ 
leyan Methodists, 344-348 
Chur h of England, work of, 
114-332 

Cilicia, deportation of Armenians 
from, 372 

Clergv and combatant service, 
319 

Cocc Beach, French capture, 306 
Compulsory Military Service, 
adoption of. 117-152 ; Mr. 
Asquith introduces 1st 
Military Serviee Bill, 122, 
2nd Military Serviee Bill, 
148 ; Committee on re¬ 
served trades and occupa¬ 
tions, 140; crises in the 
Cabinet, 143. 145 ; German 
comment on, ll9; griev¬ 
ances of the married men, 
139, 143 ; Labour, attitude 
ol, 127-129; Labour and 
Bristol Congre.ss, protests 
against, 127, 128 ; married 
men’s protest, 141 ; depu¬ 
tation wait on Ministers, 
144, 145; Married Men's 
l.eague appeals to King to 
receive de]mtation, 148; 
Military Service Bill (1st), 
introduction of, 121, 122; 
exclusion of Ireland, 126, 
130 ; Gen. Herbert’s amend¬ 
ment, 131; main provisions 
quoted, 123-125; passed, 
123 ; Military Service Act, 
classes, 132; in operation. 


132 r proclamation issued, 

133 ; tribunals, work of the, 

ISJ, 136-139conscien¬ 
tious objection cases, 138; 
Military Service Act (2nd), 
King's message to the 
people, 151 ; opposition 
Members’ names, 151; pro¬ 
visions, 148-150; Non- 
combatant Batt alion formed, 
139: oj)poaition in the 
Government to, 126 ; Far- 
liament, secret session, 145- 
148; re-o|>ening of group 
system, 136: safeguards 
against industrial compul¬ 
sion, 132 ; " Simonites,” 

altitude of the, 129, 130. 
150 

Congo : German ambitions in. 
282, 283, 285: German 

intrigues to secure neutral¬ 
ity, 283, 285 

Cotton. Lieut.-Col., in command 
of Indian Army in 
Cameroon. 307, 309 
Crailsheim. Hauptmann von, 
('ominandant of .Sarna, 301 
Crookenden, .Major, in Cameroon 
operations, 307, 308 
Crows Woo^. fighting in, 86, 87 
Cuiiihi'rland, H.M.S..at Fernando 
J’o. 286 

Cumieres, Germans repulsed at, 

107 

Cunliffe, Brig.-Gen. : at Garua, 
301 ; in command of 
Allied troops in Northern 
Cameroon, 293: in Togo- 
land, 273; on the Banyo 
action, 309 


I) 

Deal, bombs <lropped on, 179 

Defence of the Realm : new 
regulations under the Acts, 
54 ; proclamation issued re¬ 
garding t he, 54 

Delbriiek. Herr von, on JPrus- 
sinn attitude towards Poles, 
156 

Derby, Lord : Manchester speech 
on the married men quoted, 
140 ; protest against exten¬ 
sion of reserved occupations, 
121 

Derby Recruiting Scheme : call¬ 
ing up of th<! first groups 
under the, 118; end of the 
campaign, 117-119; Ger¬ 
man comments on. 119; 
group system reopened, 126; 
roups closed to single men, 
39 

Deventer, Col. van: advance 
on Sehuit Drift, 259; pur¬ 
sues South African rebels, 
260 

Djevdet Bey: ad vance on Salmas 
and Urmia, 375 ; Armenian 
massacres organized by, 
376, 377; driven out of 
Salmas, 3’76 

Dobell, Gen. Sir Charles: in 
command in Cameroon, 273; 
at Duala, 287dispatch 
quoted, 294, 295; plan of 
Cameroon Campaign, 290- 
295 


Doring, Major von, surrenders 
to Lieut.-Col. Bryant at 
Kamina, 273, 276, 277 
Douamont: attacks on French 
position at, 29: German 
assaults on, 77 ; villagt 
bombarded by the German.s, 
,.30, 31 

Douamont Line, French retreat 
to the, 19, 26. 27 
Douamont-Vaux Line. German 
renewed bombardment of. 
108-110 

Doutricn. French aviator, bring.< 
down Fokker, 500 
Dover : bombs dropped on. 179 ; 
euerav aircraft driven off, 
191 

Doyle, Mr. W. F., 466 
Drink problem, legislation, 68- 
72 

Duala; Allied reinforcements 
arrive in. 293 : occupied by 
the Allies. 273. 285 : sur¬ 
render of, 287 
Dume, French capture, 305 
Dunraven, Lord, on rejirisals 
for Zeppelin raids, 175 
Dwarf, H.M.S., in Cameroon 
operatioti.s, 286, 287 


E 

Ebermaier, Herr; Governor of 
Cameroon, 273 : at Yaunde, 
291 ; German propaganda 
ill Cameroon, 288; sur¬ 
renders to Spanksh authori¬ 
ties, 310 

Edea, occupied by the Allies, 

273, 291 

Enver Pasha, on conduct of 
Armenian troops. 362 

Erzerum, massacre of Armenians 
at. 384 

Erzindjan, inassacro of Arme¬ 
nians at, 390 

Espionage : in Great Britain, 
59, 60; Lody, Carl Hans, 
executed, 61; “ The Squire’s 
Daughter ” case, 62 ; vari¬ 
ous casus in Great Britain, 
61 


F 

Farrer, Sir George : biographical. 
250; killed at Luderitz- 
bucht, 249 

Finance, Great Britain, prob¬ 
lems, 48 

Forges Salient, German attack 
on, 81-83 

Fosses Woods, Oermans capture 
the, 17 

Fox, Capt. K. W., attempt to 
take Mora, 299 

France, Cabinet, restitution of 
(October, 1915), 95 

h'raiicke, Co’. : succeeds Col. von. 
Hcydebreck in German 
South-West Africa, 257; 
meets Gen. Botha at Kari- 
bib, 270 

French, Lord, on work of the 
Chaplains, 324 

Friend, Gen., issues proclama¬ 
tion in Dublin, 435 
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Fuchs, M., Qovernor-Oeneral of 
Belgian Congo, 285 
Fuller, Capt. Cyril, in command 
of H.M.S. Oumberland, 286 


G 

Uallieni, Qen., biographical, 97 ; 

resignation of, 95 
Carua, surrender of, 273, 302 
(larub : skirmish al, 250 ; Son( h 
African occupation of, 264, 

265 

(iaub, action at, 271 
(iciisBub, action at, 263 
(leorge V., King, Message (o 
the people on Ihe passing 
of the 2nd Military SiTviee 
Act, 151 

German South-West Africa, The 
Conquest of, 233 272 ; de¬ 
scription of country, 236- 
239; (ien. Botha's advance. 

266 270: (!en. Botha dis¬ 
cusses terms with German 
Governor and Conimander- 
in-Chief, 270, 272; German 
forces and supplies in. 235, 
236 ; Germans surremler in, 
271 ; railway system of, 244, 
245: stralegie problems of, 
236 ; water difficulties, 247 

(ierniany, Crown Brince of : 
generalship of, 3; at Ver¬ 
dun, 83, 90, 93, 101, 107, 
108 

Gibeon, Battle of, 265, 266 
(iillingham. Rev. K. H., experi¬ 
ences abroad (pioted, 316 
Givenchy Wood, tiernians dis¬ 
lodged from, 487 
Goremykin, M., J’rinie Minister 
of Russia, 200. 204 ; dis¬ 
solves the Duma, 201; 
re.signati<)n of, 203 
(Jorges, Col. K. H. : in Cameroon 
Canipnign. 292, 293 ; enters 
Vaunde, 310 

Gosling. Mr. II., Bresident of 
Labour Congress. 127 
Gralewski, Father, on German¬ 
izing of Polish schools, 166 
Grant, Lieut.-Col., at Sand- 
fonteiii, 247 

(treat Britain : Administration 
in VV'ar-time, 41 - 76 ; 
Compulsory Military Ser¬ 
vice in : sec Compulsory 
Military Service ; Derby 
Sclieme: see Derby Re¬ 
cruiting Scheme ; Drink : 
sec Drink Problem ; Espion¬ 
age ; soe Espionage; Mer¬ 
thyr Election, 1^: Military 
Service, problems of, 49; 
Parliament, secret session, 
145 ; Police system in, 64- 
68; restriction of lighting 
regulations, 72-75; Summer 
Time Act comes into opera¬ 
tion, 75 

Guretzky-Cornitz. Gen. von, at 
Verdun. 93 

Guyncmer, Lieat., French avia¬ 
tor, fight with enemy air¬ 
craft, 499, 500 

Gwyunc, Bishop, ap}H>intcd 
Deputy Chaplain-General, 
• 320 


H 

Hacsclcr, Field-Marshal von, at 
Verdun. 2 

Haig, Sir Douglas, dispatches 
quoted, 474, 475, 502 
Hardaumont Spur, Germans 
capture, 86 

Hardie. Mr. Keir, death of, 128 
Harrel, Sir David, on the Irish 
character, 398 

Haucourt: bombardment of 

village of, 106; (Jermans 
capture, 107 

Haumont, bombardment of, 12 
Haumont, Buis d’, French resist¬ 
ance at, 9,14 

Haywood. Lieut.-Col. A. H., in 
Cameroon Campaign, 292. 
294 

Uedwiy von Wissmann, German 
steamer, liombards Belgian 
port on ],aUe Tanganyika. 
285 

Jtelija, Fisheries patrol vessel. 

fires on Dublin, 434, 435 
Herbebois, French evacuate, 14 
Herbert, Gmi. ,Sir Ivor, moves 
amendment to Military 
Service Bill, 131 
Heydebreck, Col. von, in com¬ 
mand of German troops at 
iSandfontein, 248 
Hill 344 (Wrdun) : (icrnians 
attack, 16 ; Germans (^a|)- 
tiire, 29 

Hindenburg, Field-Marshal von : 
education order in Russian 
Poland, 165 : fixes prices 
of food-stulTs in Russian 
Poland, 168 

Hohcnlohc-iSehillingsfurst, Prince 
Gottfried, agreement for 
partition of Poland, 153 
Hohenzollcrn Redoubt, fighting 
in Ihe. 487 

Hulluch, fighting in the quarries 
at, 488 

Hutin, Col., in Cameroon opera¬ 
tions, 304, 305 


1 

linmcimann, laeut., German 
aviator, exploits of, 500. 501 
Ireland; deportations in, 410; 
weakness of the Birrell 
regime, 396, 4(X); Irish 

National Volunteer move¬ 
ment, 401; language 
movement, 395, 396; 

“ Larkinism ” and the 
“ Citizen Army,” 398-400 ; 
Rebellion, see Irish Rebel¬ 
lion ; Royal Irish Con¬ 
stabulary, efficiency of, 410; 
Sinn Fein (” Irish ”) Volun¬ 
teers, break away from 
National Volunteers. 401 ; 
Ulster Voluntcera, formation 
of the. 399 

Irish Rebellion of April. 1916. 
393-472; American view 
and effect on Irish Ameri¬ 
cans, 468, 471; Ashbourne, 
454 ; Athenry, 449-451 ; 
Cabra Bridge, 431, 432; 
Castle Bellingham outrages, 
454 ; casualties in the, 439. 
460: Connolly issues bulle¬ 


tin on supposed rebel vic¬ 
tories, 459 ; country risings, 
449; courts-martial and 
sentences on rebels, 462; 
Craughwcll, 449; Udily 
Mail (Jorrosimndent on the, 
458; destroyer in Galway 
Bay tires on rebels, 449; 
Donabate, 452 ; Dublin : 
fighting in, 419-426, 436- 
443; fires break out in, 440- 
443; looting in. 432 ; Ennis- 
corthy, 457 ; events on 
April 24, 418, 421, 424; 
Galway, 449. The. Titnea 
Correspondent’s account of 
disturbances in. 450, 451 ; 
Govern ment negotiations. 
472; Irish Rejiuhlic pro 
claimed by rebels, 419, 421 ; 
Liberty Hall Press jiroduee 
bogus document, 413: 
Limerick, 455 ; Martial Law 
proclaimed in Dublin. 430; 
Gen. Maxwell in Dublin, 459, 
on the RcI.ellion. 433, 434, 
439. report quoted, 465; 
Sir Morgan O'Omnell before 
Royal (.Commission. 449; 
Oranmore, 449; proclama¬ 
tions issorul from the King 
and from Gen. h'riend, 435 ; 
Rebels : attitude of .lohn 
MacNeill. (iresidcnt of the 
Sinn Fein Volunteers, 412, 
413. lire on Sherwood 
l'’ore8tcrs, 436; oceujiy Dub¬ 
lin Post ()fli<;e, 421; occupy 
Viceregal Lodge. 427; plans 
of, 411. surrender of, 458, 
460, 461 ; Republican pro¬ 
clamation issued, 431. text 
quoted, 422, 423; Royal 
Commission ajqmintcd, 469; 
Sa<!kville Street fighting, 
425; situation, April 26, 
433 ; Skerries. 451 453 ; 
troops arrive from England, 
437 : M'exford district, 457; 
work of the Dublin Fusiliers. 
431, 432 


J 

.labassi ca|)tured, 292 
.loekalswatcr, fighting at, 266, 
267 

Jagow. Herr von. agreement for 
partition of Poland, 153 
■lapan, offers to supply Russia 
with munitions, 219 
•lews, organization of (ffiaplains, 
351 

■loffre, (Jen. : issues order to 
troops at. Verdun. 93 ; reply 
to Gen. Haig on Battle of 
Verdun, 474 : welcome to 
Russian troops, 504 


K 

Kaiser, The : at Mezi^ros, 5 : 
receives congratulations on 
capture of Fort Douaumont. 
32 

Kakamas, German attack re¬ 
pulsed. 260 

Kalish, Germans destroy, 154, 
155 
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Kalkfontoin : South Africans 
enter, 263 : strategical posi¬ 
tion of. 243 

Kamakh Boghaz, inaHsarrc of 
Armenians al, 391 
Kamina : (lerman wireless sta¬ 
tion destniyed, 277; sur¬ 
render of, 279 
Karibib, surrender of, 269 
Kasso, M., resignation of, 202 
Keatinge. Mgr. VV. I.,ewis, Senior 
Roman Catholic (lhaplain 
in Franee. 341 

Keetmanshoop, South Africans 
enter, 266 

Kemp, South African rebel, 
surrender of, 260 
Kerasond. massacre of Armen¬ 
ians at, 382 

KhvostolT. M. : appointed 

Russian Minister of In¬ 
terior, 202: on German 
influence in Russia, 221 
Knapp. Miss Grace H., in Van, 
373 

Krivoshein, M., declines offer of 
premiership. 200 
Ku.sseri. taken by the Allies, 273, 
285. 297 

L 

L ta (Zeppelin), wrecked near 
Knock Lighthouse, 182; 
L ‘JO wrecked on the Nor¬ 
wegian coast. 191. 192 
La Boisselle. lighting near. 490 
I.abonr (Congress on Conipulsion 
held in London. 127 
La Chapelotte. engagement at, 

497 

La Chau nil'. Germans take, 17 
Langle de Cary. Gen., at Verdun. 

77 

Largeau. Gen. : biogrni)hieal. 
297: takes Kus.seri, 273. 
285. 297 ; killed at Verdun. 
297 

Larkin, .taim's : forms and arms 
(titizen Army " in Ireland, 
400; organizes strikes 

(1906). 398, (1913), 399 

Law, Mr. Bonar. on (he spy 
peril, 61 

Is’ffers, Lieut.. German aviator, 
brings down British aero¬ 
plane. 499 

I.S's Kinirges, Germans attack 
French positions at. 496 
Liebert, Gen. von. attempts to 
conciliate thi‘ I’oles. l55 
Liebknecht, Dr., attitude to- 
wards Armiminn atrocities, 
392 

Lincoln, Ignatius T. T., ease of, 
61 

Lipson, Rev. S., in charge of 
.Jewish Chaplains Depart¬ 
ment, 351 

Lloyd George, Rt. Hon. David : 
appeal to Nonconformists, 
347 : on Compulsory Ser¬ 
vice, 149, 150 

Lody, Carl Hans. oonvi<ded and 
executed for espionage, 61 ; 
work in Ireland. 414 
Isrnie, Hurr<-nder of. 273. 276 
IjOinie. French capture, 305 
Lon Ion, improved defence of, 
against < neiny aircraft, 180 
London, Bishop of, visits' the 
Front, 328 


lx>ng, Rt. Hon. Walt<“r. on 
Military Service Bill. 131 
Lowe. Brig.-Gen., with Gen. 

Maxwell in Ireland, 445 
Lowestoft, bombs dropped on, 

176 

Lubomirski, I’rince Z. : on Kdu- 
eation regulations in Poland; 
165; on unemployment, 170 
Luderitzbucht: occupiecl by 
Union troops, 247-251 ; 
strategical position of. 243 
Lukin, Brig.-Gen.. in command 
at Sandfonteiu. 247 
Luxcmhuunj. Belgian steamer, 
in Cameroon operations, 304 


M 

MacDonagh, Thomas (Irish 
rebel), signs manifi'sto, 319 
MeKenna. Rt. Hon. R. ; on 
the Alien difficulty. 61 ; 
resists Compulsion. 121 
McKenzie, Sir Duncan ; at 
Battle of Gibeon. 266; in 
Alls, 264 ; in Liideritzbueht, 
247; in Garub, 264, 265; 
work at Liideritzbueht, 249 
Maelear, Lieut.-Col., killed in 
attack on Garun, 299 
MaeNeill. .John, leader of Irish 
Volunteers. 411 ; cancels 
orders for Irish Volunteers. 
April 24, 418 

Mail'. Lieut.-(.'ol. G. T., in com¬ 
mand at Nsanakang. 300 
Maklnkoff, M., resignation and 
ilismissal of, 202, 226 
Malaneourt, Germans bombard 
and French evacuate, 104, 
106 

Malaneourt-Vaux front, fight¬ 
ing on the, 83 
Manic, Brig.-Gen.. 269 
Maritz, Lieut.-C'ol. : effect of 
disloyalty on the Sand- 
foiitein disaster. 249 ; e.si'a(M- 
to Angola, ea}iture by tlie 
Portuguese. 2M 

Markieviez, Countess ; in Dub¬ 
lin. 427 ; rends proelaination 
from the steps of Liberty 
Hall (Ireland). 418 
Maroix. ('ominnndant, in charge 
of French troops in 
Dahomey, 276. 277 
Mania: Allied attack and Gm'- 
man evacuation of. 299 
Maxwell, Gen. : sent to Ireland, 

443 ; in Dublin, 459 ; issues 
}iroelamutiou in Ireland. 

444 ; on civilian helii during 
Irish rebellion. 439; on 
rebel sentenees, 462 

Mayer. Col. : in Togoland, 273 ; 
at Edea. 293. 294 ; fail lire 
to reach Yaunde, 296 
Mellish. Rev. Edward Noel, 
awarded the V.C., 326 
Mentz. Col., in command of 
Windhnk, 269 

Meiise : description of French 
salient on (he, 5; (Jermans 
))laee mines in the. 495 
.Miasoyedoff, Col., executed for 
espionage, 225 

Midletoii. Lord, warns Ijord 
Wimborne as to Irish situa- 

tien. 410. 411 


Milner, Lord, moves Resolution 
on Military Service Act, 144 
Mohring, Schwester, on Arme¬ 
nian exiles, 371 

Monteith, Capt., aoting in con¬ 
cert with Casement in Ger¬ 
many, 408 

Mora: Allied failure to take, 
299 ; surrender of, 274, 311 
Morgan, Prof. J. H., 466 
Morisson, Col., in Cameroon 
operations, 304, 305. 310 
Mort Homme : lighting on Hill 
304, 90; fri'sh attack on. 
103; German attacks on. 
83. 88; German attempt to 
pierce the defences at, 106 
Motor transport, at Verdun, 21- 
24 

Moush, massacre of Armenians 
in, 380 

Myburgh, Brig.-Gen., 269: at 
Tsiimeb, 271 


N 

Nakol), (iennans across the 
frontier at. 240 

Navarn*. Adjutant. Knuich avia¬ 
tor, brings flown fununy 
acro[)Iam‘s, 499. 600 

Nj<auinlcrc captured by the 
Allies. 273. 302 

Nkfuigsiuiiba captiinMl, 292 

NorthcIilTf, Lord : on motor 
trans^HU’t at Vcniun. 22; 
Vcnlun dispatch <pjotcil, 
34-40 

Northnairal. Lieut., Cominaii* 
dant of l>uala, 287 ; diary 
quoted, 286. 287 

Nsanakang. ifntisli defeat at. 
300 


o 

O’Oonnell. Sir Morgan, aitfunpt 
to su]ipresK iinti-recruitinu: 
meeting in Ireland, 4J0 
tHdenburt;, rrince .Ale.xandcr of, 
Inuid of Sanitary Ihqmrt- 
incut of War in Kiissia, 230 
Olivhtf, steam triiwler, resnies 
crew of L Ifi, 182 
()p])<‘n, Herr von. appointed 
I’residcnt of JViliec in Kiis- 
sian l^oland. 156, 162 
Orange River Frontier, in the 
hands of the South Africans, 
260 

Ornes, French retreat from, 17 ^ 


p 

Passport system, revi.sioii 6f. 62, 
63 

Pearce. Archdeacon E. H.. ap¬ 
pointed .Assistant Chaplain- 
General, 320 

Pcarsc, P. H. (Irish rehcl), . 
countermands MacNcill's 
order, 418, signs manifesto, 
419 

Pei>pcr Ridge district. German 
at tack on the. 84, 109 
IVtain. Gen.: biographical, 28; 

at Verdiiiv 27. 78, 164 ; 
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appointed Grand Officer of 
tlio Legion of Honovir, 112 
IVtrograd, name (dianged from 
St. I’etersbiirg (o, 194 
I’forte. fighting at, 266, 267 
1‘oland, itiMsian : hoc Kiis.'^laa 
Poland 

I’olivanofI, Gen. : appointed 

Mini.ster of War, 199;* 
rcKignation of, 203; work 
of, 204 

I’ortal. Gol., in (command of 
troops in Ouhlin, 436 
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